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TOKIO, N ovem ber 21

T he w ar-tim e P rim e M iniste  
of Japan, A dm iral Tojo, a n |  
six  other Japanese w ar crim inalf 
w ill be executed  secretly  w ith i |  
^0 days, says an announcem er  
issued today after  the Supren 
Com m ander, G eneral M acArthuJ  
had stated  th a t he w ould su J  
ta in  all th e  sentence^ recently  
passed by th e  A llied M ilitar  
Tribunal.

“ N o duty I have ever b een l  
called upon to perform  in  a  
long public serv ice, rep lete w ith  
m any lonely  and forlorn a ss ig n 
m ents and responsib ilities, is so  
utterly  repugnant to  m e as th at 
of rev iew in g  th e  sen ten ce  
adjudged by th e  T ribunal,” sa id  
G eneral M acArthur. *

IN T E R V E N T IO N
G eneral M acA rthur’s a n 

nouncem ent, quoted by U nited  
P ress, s a y s : “ I  can find noth in g  
of tech n ica l com m ission  or o m is
sion  in the incid en ts o f th e  tr ia l 
itse lf o f sufficient im portance  
to w arrant m y in tervention  in  
the jud gm en ts w h ich  have been  
rendered.

“ N o hum an decision  is in fa l
lible, but I  can conceive o f no  
jud icial process w h ere  greater  
safeguards w ere m ade to  evolve  
justice.

“ I t  is inevitab le  th a t m any  
w ill d isagree w ith  the verdict. 
E ven  the learned ju stices w h o  
com posed the tribunal w ere not 
com pletely  unanim ous.”

Tojo had subm itted  to G eneral 
M acArthur a  m otion  a sk in g  for  
the acquitta l o f all 25 m en on 
the grounds th a t th e  tr ia l and  
judgm ents w ere not basjed on  
in ternational law .— (Sapa-U nited  
P ress.)
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PLEDGES GIVEN TO
NATIVES

THE

What Protectorates 
Will Want [To Know

To The Editor, “The Natal Mercury”
Sir,—Sp eak ing about P ro tect

orates Dr. M alan is reported in 
‘‘T he N a ta l M ercury” of Septem  
ber 2 to  have said: “There has 
never been any question of in 
corporation being  subject to the  
agreem ent of th e  N a tiv es.”

W hen the P rotectorate  question  
w as d iscussed  before the last 
war Mr. M alcolm  M acdonald, 
D om in ion’s U nder-Secretary, an 
sw ering  Labour M em ber P a rk 
inson in the Com m ons said: “The  
G overnm ent is pledged to ascer  
ta in  N a tiv e  opinion and the  
opinion of the H ouse before any
th in g  is done.

Again, w hen Lieut-C om m ander  
F letch er  asked: “W hether the
position  of th e  G overnm ent re
m ained unchanged — nam ely, 
that th e  acquiescence of the  
N a tiv es m ust be obtained before  
transference can take  p lace?” 
th e  reply w as: “Y es sir .” 

P rotectorate  N a tiv es w ould  
have m any pertinent questions  
to ask  before being handed over. 
T hey w ould refer to the h istory  
of their present stan d ing  in the  
Em pire. T hey w ould w an t to  
know  w h at they  are go ing  to 
gain  by the change and w hether  
a  fa ir  proportion of the U nion  
revenue would be spent on them  
or w hether th ey  m igh t be neg^ 
lected  in th is respect. f 

T hey w ould w an t to be cer
tain  about th e  possib ility  of 
a lienation  o f parts o f their land  
to W hites for any purposes and 
w hether other tribes or groups 
of N a tiv es m igh t be dum ped on 
them . T hey w ould ask  ques
tions about righ ts o f appeal, 
P arliam en tary  representation, 
pow ers o f chiefs, Colour bar, 
prospecting, taxation , education, 
change of officials, passes, liquor, 
stock, trading, m issions and 101 
other poin ts great and sm all but 
all im portant to  them .

B lackridge.
D. R. H U N T
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Sir,—Your lead in g  artic le  on 
the P ro tectorates is excellent. I t  
is exceed in gly  u n lik ely  th at the  
present L abour G overnm ent in  
G reat B rita in  w ould hand over  
the P rotectorates to  th e  present 
reactionary and repressive  
N a tio n a list G overnm ent o f the  
Union.

T he P ro tecto ra tes are not now  
so backw ard as is so o ften  still 
com m only asserted . T heir soil 
erosion and agricu ltural prob
lem s are now  being  tack led  to a 
greater degree than  is being  
in th e  N a tiv e  R eserves in  
Union. T heir com m unications  
and socia l serv ices are a lso  being  
developed m ore rapidly than  w as  
form erly  th e  case.

W hatever Dr. M alan m ay say, 
the B r itish  G overnm ent have a  
perfect r igh t to consu lt  
N a tiv es concerned before handing  
them  over to  the U n ion and have  
tim e and again, even  as la te  as 
la st July, a sserted  th a t they  w ill 
not hand over th ese  territories  
until the inh ab itants have been  
consu lted  and expressed  
view s.

Y ou sa y  in your lead in g  artic le  
that the U nion w ould be required  
to g iv e  safeguards, but the  
N a tives have becom e conscious  
and only  too  w ell aw are th a t  
sa feguards are apt to  w ear  
w ith  tim e.

D. R. H U N T.
B lackridge.



S.A. SEEKS CONTROL 
OF PROTECTORATES

^ PRETORIA, Wednesday.

IT was the natural thing that the British Protectorates of 
Swaziland and Basutoland should be incorporated in the 

Union and the Government would not neglect in due course to 
make further approaches to the British Government on this 
question, said the Prime Minister, Dr. D. F. Malan, at the 
Transvaal Nationalist Party Congress today.

Dr. Malan said that under
the South African Act pro
vision was made for the 
ultim ate incorporation in the  
U nion of the P rotectorates of 
Sw aziland and B asutoland  under 
certain  conditions, but from  1910 
until today no further progress 
had been m ade in the m atter.

T he B ritish  G overnm ent had  
adopted the attitude  th at the  
P rotectorates w ould not be 
handed over to  the U nion except 
w ith  th e  consent o f the N ative  
population of the territories.

T hat consent w ould never  
com e w hile th e  N a tiv e  people of 
the P rotectorates continued to  be 
m isled  about the in ten tions of 
the U n ion G overnm ent.

“N O T IN C L U D E D ”
The condition  of the consent of 

the N a tiv e  population w as not 
included in th e  orig inal pro
v ision s o f the South A frica  Act. 
T here had on one occasion  been  
an attem p t in th e  H ouse of  
Lords to  have the A ct am ended  
to  provide th a t th e  consent of 
the N a tiv e  people o f th e  P ro 
tectorates should be a condition  
of their  incorporation in the  
Union. B ut th a t am endm ent w as  
rejected  and all th a t w as n eces
sary  for incorporation w as the  
consent o f the B r itish  G overn
m ent.

“I  am  glad to  sa y  th a t on re
presentations from  th e  U nion  
G overnm ent th e  B ritish  G overn
m ent has agreed not to  allow  
the arm ing of N a tiv es in the  
P rotectorates. Our policy  in the  
U nion is to forbid th e  arm ing of 
th« N atives, and B rita in  has 
agreed to fo llow  the sam e policy  
in the P rotectorates,” said  Dr. 
M alan.

“W e aqe gratefu l for that 
assurance, but the natural th ing  
is th at these  territories should be

incorporated in th e  Union. 
U nless th at is done serious diffi
cu lties m ay be created  for th e  
U nion. In  tim e to  com e the  
G overnm ent w ill aga in  ta k e  up 
th e  w hole m atter  w ith  the B r it
ish  G overnm ent.”— (S.A.P.A.)
(See also  Page! 16, cols. 3, 4 &  5)



FUTURE OF THE 
PROTECTORATES

RHODESIA STAKES A 
CLAIM

NORTHERN PORTION OF 
BECHUANALAND

NO NEW MOVE FROM 
UNION

LONDON, April 16.
In  the H ouse of Commons to-day Mr. W. 

Lunn (Lab., R othwell) asked whether any 
correspondence had passed with the Union 
G overnm ent regarding the tran sfe r  of the 
Native P ro tec to ra te s  since Jan u ary  1 and 
w hether the Union had given an undertaking 
th a t its  general N ative policy should be an 
nounced in detail before such tran sfe r  
occurs.

Mr. Malcolm Macdonald replied in the 
negative to both questions.

Mr. John P ark inson  (Lab., W igan) asked 
w hether the Governm ent of Southern 
Rhodesia claimed the incorporaiten  of the 
N orthern portion of Beehuanaland.

Mr. Malcolm Macdonald (Parliam entary  
Under-Secretiary fo r the Dominions) said 
a despatch had been received from  R h o d es ia  
which would  rece ive  the  m ost  carefu l  c o n 
s idera t ion .  H e  recalled th a t  th e G o v e r n 
ment w a s  pledged to a scer ta in  N at ive  
opin ion and th e  opin ion of the  H o u s e  before  
anyth ing  w a s  done.

Replying to Mr. Parkinson, Mr. Malcolm 
Macdonald said the application for a s s i s t 
ance from  the Colonial D evelopm ent Fund 
for carrying out the recom m endations nf 
the Pim rep o rt had 'been recently approved

Mr. P ark inson  also asked w hether anv

“ NATAL MERCURY" 
AT EASTER

NO ISSUE ON

SATURDAY
<‘The N atal M ercury” will be pub

lished on Good Friday, April 19, but 
there  will be no publication on S a tu r
day, Aprill 20. The usual Saturday 
featu res will be published on Good 
Friday.

On R a s te r  Monday “The N atal 
Mw-eury” will appear as usual.

steps had been taken to develop co-operative 
en terprise  in Beehuanaland, Swaziland and 
B asutoland.

Mr. Malcolm Macdonald replied th a t the 
question was specifically included in the 
term s of reference to the Commission to 
inquire into the economic position of B asu to 
land. The Com mission’s rep o rt would, 
shortly  be published and its recom menda
tions carefully considered from  the view
point of the th ree  P ro tec to ra te s .— (R eu ter.)



TIMES SATURDAY MARCH

SOUTH AFRICAN 
NATIVES

RECONDITIONING THE 
PROTECTORATES |

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—Owing \ to absence in Ireland I 
missed the correspondence of the last few  
days on the question of handing over the 
Native Protectorates. It had been my 
intention not to trouble you again on this 
subject, but it is clear there are three 
points which need still to be empha
sized ; —

(1) Our pledges to the Protectorates must 
be kept. Lord Lugard, in his admirable letter 
read to the meeting of the Empire Society on 
February 8, laid great stress on this, quoting 
the statements made in both Houses last June.

To Lieutenant-Com m ander Fletcher’s ques
tion “ W hether the position of the Govern
ment remained unchanged—namely, that the 
acquiescence of the natives must be obtained 
before transference can take place ” the reply 
was “ Yes, Sir.”

I have heard it suggested that acquiescence 
is not the same as consent. It would surely 
be a woful thing if we wriggled out of a 
pledge in this way.

It has further been suggested that the Chiefs 
might be “ got at ” and their consent deemed 
sufficient. I fancy this would be no easy 
task. Tshekedi, Chief and Regent o f Bechuana- 
land, in his “ Statement to British Parliament 
and People,” quotes promise after promise, 
made from  the days of Sir Charles W arren 
onwards. He says: 44 The Union Status Bill, 
in view of the native, has severed the con
nexion between the Union Government and 
the British Government, and if this territory 
(Beehuanaland) is transferred to the Union, 
he would feel that his connexion with the 
British Crown and Governm ent has also been 
severed, a position he will never accept or 
agree to .”

While the Param ount Chief o f  Swaziland, 
Sobhuza, when, with his Chiefs and Headmen, 
he was welcoming the new Resident, M r. 
C. L. B ruton^ said;, ^  Yoji have come to 
Swaziland at a"tim e wKen this nation ieel 
it needs the affection and protecting hand of 
his Majesty the King Em peror and the British 
Government, and when the nation needs a 
champion to remind his Majesty and the 
British Governm ent of what Swaziland in the 
past has done and suffered for the cause of 
England in South Africa and across the sea. 
I need not repeat what I have said before . . . 
that we trust and depend on the promises
made to us by the British Government, and

-that therefore we should not fear about our 
future as a British Protectorate.” There is 
no question that the people of the Protectorates 
are behind their Chiefs in this.

(2) We are frequently told that we must
not offend South Africans, by hinting that 
they do not know how to treat natives, and
that we must not interfere. I assert with
absolute confidence that the bulk of the people 
of South Africa welcome our “ interference.” 
I have noticed again and again that when 
people speak of South Africans they refer to 
the 2,000,000 whites. The population of South 
Africa is 8,000,000, not 2,000,000, and the 
6,000,000 natives still look longingly to Eng
land, and by their side are many whites. 
After all, it is on these 6,000,000 blacks that 
the m aterial welfare of South Africa depends. 
W ithout them farming would be difficult and 
mining would be impossible.

I have had many letters from  South Africa 
since I first wrote to The Times. N ot one 
of them has been critical of the line I have 
taken. I have before given instances to prove 
that South Africa does not know how to 
treat natives. Mr. Lionel Curtis admits that 
he disapproves of recent legislation.

Let me remind your readers of one fact: 
The native franchise has been taken away 
because South African politicians proclaim 
they are afraid of the white vote being 
sWamped by the black. W hat are the facts ? 
Black voters have had to pass an educational 
and property test not imposed on the white, 
and after all these years there are only 13,000 
black voters, compared with 951,000 white 
voters. I could give m any other instances 
of the continued deterioration of native policy 
that have poured in to me lately froni South 
Africa, but space does not allow it.

(3) South Africa does not stand alone. 
There are many millions of black men under 
British rule in the rest of Africa. They are 
watching anxiously. British prestige does not 
stand as high as it did. The Abyssinia affair, 
and much that has gone on since, has dealt 
it a shrewd blow. If once again we allow 
political opportunism  to trium ph over ideal
ism, if in order to keep white South Africa 
safe and snug within the Empire we break 
our word, our prestige may never recover.

Our policy is clear. We must recon
dition the Protectorates as Sir Alan Pim 
has suggested, spending money on irriga
tion, cattle breeding, planting, fighting soil 
erosion, and so on, waiting fdr the day 
when such a liberal policy will have 
triumphed that the natives of the Protec
torates will welcome inclusion in the 
Union because assured of justice and 
freedom.

Yours truly, *
ARTHUR SOUTHAMPTON. 

The Close, Winchester, March 2. *
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U.K. POLICY IS UNCHANGED

Britain, Says No Approach 
From Malan On 

Protectorates
LONDON, November 25. 

^H E South African Government had so far 
made no official representations to Britain 

about the future of the British Protectorates of 
Swaziland and Basutoland, Mr. Philip Noel- 
Baker, Secretary for Commonwealth Relations, 
told Parliament today. British policy, he added, 
remained unchanged.
M.P. QUESTIONS SPEECH

He was replying to Mr. F. W. Skinnard (Labour) 
who had asked whether his attention had been drawn to 
a Nationalist Party congress held in Pretoria on 
November 17, when Dr. Malan had said that his 
Government would make approaches to the British 
Government for the incorporation of Sawziland and 
Basutoland into the Union.

Mr. Skinnard asked the 
Secretary for Commonwealth 
Relations what representations 
he had received from South 
Africa and whether he would 
give the assurance that the 
policy of the British Govern
ment on the retention of re
sponsibility for the High Com
mission territories remained 
unchanged.

Mr. N oel-B ak er  replied: “ I
h ave  seen  P ress reports o f a 
sta tem en t by th e  South A frican  
P rim e M inister, in w h ich  he said  
his G overnm ent w ould not neg lect  
to  m ake approaches in due course  
to th e  U n ited  K ingdom  G overn
m ent about the H ig h  Com m ission  
territories.

“ T he South A frican  G overn
m ent has, how ever, so  fa r  m ade  
no official representations. T he  
policy  o f h is M ajesty’s G overn
m ent in  the U n ited  K ingdom  
rem ains unchanged .” —  (Sapa- 
R euter.)



xj.isi.ory ana ,
demn South# Africa if this great] 
opportunity fof fauna and flora 
preservation in*the Dongola Re- j 
serve is allowed to pass by. We 
ask all responsible people to sup
port the Wild Life Protection 
Society of Solith Africa in the 
fight it must now undertake, not 
only to uphold^the good najne of 
the Union, but to secure the 

le~ economic benefits of increased 
rk tourism and the gratitude of 
1 posterity.”

1.
tied

X s  Shot: A Native seen removing 
l f x goods from a railway truck at 
|  Germiston was called on to 

surrender, but tried to escape. A 
shot was fired and the Native 
dropped with a fatal wound in 

|'ir  the back.—(S.A.P.A.)
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Leather Modellers & Tracers 
Combined (English) . .  each 3/6 
Sixway Punches, ea., 9/11 & 7/6 
Press Stud Tools . .  Set 5/6 
Newey Press Studs for Leather- 
work, with celluloid tops, in 
Black, Brown, Green, Blue, Red,
White, etc..............per. doz., 1/-
Liquid Leather Dyes, in Black,
Tan, Brown, Navy Blue, Maroon,
Green .........................bottle 1/6
Fancy Grained Lizard Grain, in 
Black, Brown, Navy Blue, 
White. This leather makes up 
into ideal Summer bags, ft., 3/9 
Floral Linings, in a variety of
s h a d e s ........................per foot 2/3
Thongs, in Plastic, Black,
Brown, Navy Blue, Red, Orange,
etc........................... doz. yds. 3/-
Inatruction Books on Leather- 
work. With complete details on 
how to make up various articles, 
also patterns shown in books, 

copy, 8/6
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PLEDGES

■ItS

(Continued from |
^United 'Nations had had the 
* effect of inciting the world and 

the Natives against the Union 
and of making incorporation more 
difficult than before. But the 
Government were waiting for the 
right time to tackle the problem 
again.

The Prime Minister said that 
he had also been asked about the 
government’s Africa policy.

^  ‘ ^uth Africa cannot
the fate of

GIVEN TO 
NATIVES

THE

What Protectorates 
Will Want To Know

To The Editor, “The Natal Mercury”
Sir,—Sp eak ing  about P ro tect

orates Dr. M alan is reported in 
“T he N ata l M ercury” of Septem 
ber 2 to have said: “T here has 
never been any question of in 
corporation being subject to the  
agreem ent of th e  N a tiv es.”

W hen the P rotectorate  question I 
w as d iscussed  before the last | 
war Mr. M alcolm  M acdonaid, 
D om inion’s U nder-Secretary, an 
sw ering  Labour M em ber P a rk 
inson in the Com m ons said: “The  
G overnm ent is pledged to ascer
ta in  N a tiv e  opinion and the  
opinion of the H ouse before an y
th ing  is done.

Again, w hen  Lieut-C om m ander  
F letch er  asjsed: “W hether the
position  of th e  G overnm ent re
m ained unchanged ;— nam ely, 
th at the acquiescence of the I 
N a tiv es m ust be obtained before  
transference can take p lace?” [ 
the reply w as: “Y es sir .”

P rotectorate  N a tives' would  
have m any pertinent questions  
to ask  before being handed over. 
T hey would refer to the h istory  
of their present stan d ing  in the  
Em pire. T hey would w an t to  
know  w h at they  are go ing  to  
gain by the change and w hether  
a fa ir proportion of th e  U nion  
revenue would be spent on them  
or w hether th ey  m ight be n e g 
lected  in th is respect.

T hey w ould w an t to be cer
tain about th e  possib ility  of 
alienation  of parts o f their land  
to W hites for any  purposes and  
w hether other tribes or groups 
of N a tiv es m igh t be dum ped on 
them . T hey  w ould ask  ques
tions about righ ts of appeal, 
P arliam en tary  representation, 
pow ers of chiefs, Colour bar, 
prospecting, taxation , education, 
change of officials, passes, liquor, 
stock, trading, m issions and 101 
other points great and sm all but 
all im portant to  them .

B lackridge.
D. R. HUNT



U N I O N ' S  R I G H T  T O  A S K  F O R
P R O T E C T O R A T E S

-------- 0O0—

LACK OF NATIVE POLICY A SERIOUS OBSTACLE

BY MAJOR D.R. HUNT.
Formerly Native Commissioner, 

Sekukuniland, Transvaal.

As a result of the enhanced price of gold, South Africa's treasury is 
overflowing. It has been able to pay off its War debt to England, to 
write off or reduce its loans to drought and locust-stricken farmers, to 
restore civil servants' salary cuts, to start an iron industry, and to lighten 
the taxation of its White population*

But what do the Natives, who form five-sevenths of the whole population 
gain by all this prosperity? Very little. They seem almost disregarded 
or forgotten. Their direct taxes have not been reduced, their wages 
on the mines have not been scaled up, neither has their condition as farm 
servants been improved, while their crowded reserves and locations, over
stocked with scrub cattle, become less fertile year by year.

Prior to Union there were four different governments in South Africa, 
each jealously bolding its own view of the Native question, and each 
impotent to force its view on the country as a whole.

After Union, General Smuts, when in power, was content to let evolution 
take its course.

In 1924, General Hertzog, on taking over the reins, said, at Smithfield, 
that he was going to solve the question, but during his 10 years' of office 
he did as little as his former political adversary towards a solution.

Now that there is a combined Hertzog-Smuts government it remains to 
be seen whether a definite Native policy will be laid down and carried 
out.

General Hertzog wants to take over Basutoland, Beehuanaland and 
Swaziland, partly to get more Native land space, and partly because he 
feels uncomfortable in an "independent" South Africa with these Native 
territories in its midst, or on its borders, controlled from England.

General Smuts would not only favour taking over these three Native 
areas, but would go still further and try to induce Southern Rhodesia to 
come into Union as well. It is many years since he visited Rhodesia with 
this object in view, but not long ago he sent his trusty lieutenant,
Colonel Deneys Reitz, to Salisbury to renew the invitation, which the 
Rhodesians declined. The result being that the Union has begun a policy 
of squeeze in that direction.

POSITION ALTERED SINCE 1910.
At Union, in 1910, there was no Statute of Westminster, and no thought 

of the later changes in the Status of the Union. The Imperial Government 
left the door open for the inclusion of Basutoland, Beehuanaland and 
Swaziland in the Union as it was then, but even in those days insisted 
that before inclusion took place the inhabitants of those three territories 
should at least have a say in the matter. Meanwhile the status of the 
Union has altered very considerably since the Imperial Government laid

down/
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down those tenns.
The Natives concerned would have plenty of pertinent questions to ask 

before being handed over. They would refer back to the history of how they 
arrived at their present standing in the British Empire. They would want 
to know what they are going to gain by the change, and whether a fair 
proportion of the abundant revenues of the Union would be spent on them, 
or whether they might, perhaps, be neglected in this respect as are the 
Natives of the Union, They would also want to be certain about the 
possibility of the alienation of parts of their land to Whites for any 
purposes, and whether other tribes or groups from the Union might be dumped 
on them. They would ask questions about rights of appeal, parliamentary 
representation, powers of chiefs, colour bar, prospecting for minerals, 
taxation, education, change of officials, carrying of passes, liquor, stock, 
trading, missions, and a hundred and one other points both great and small 
but all important to them. There is no doubt that they are, and always 
have been, alive to the situation since the days of the "closer union" cry 
when, in 1908, the Conference met to formulate a scheme which resulted in 
the Act of Union.

It was in that year, 1908, that Cheif Letsie and the whole Basuto 
nation petitioned the King that "Basutoland may not be included in such 
Union but may remain outside it." The Secretary of State, Lord Crewe, 
in answering the petition, assured the Basutos that if a change took 
place their land would be preserved to them.

Lately, from a different quarter, Northern Beehuanaland, Chief 
Tshekedi, of the Bamangoto tribe, has also petitioned against a change 
over.

| As onlookers they also are well aware that safeguards, however strictly
i> drawn up, wear very thin with time.

The Union Government would be in a stronger position if, before asking 
for the IBljrtectorates, it gave indications that it means seriously to 
tackle its own Native questions on broader lines of progress and by a more 
sympathetic rule. Before handing over these areas the Imperial Government 
may well ask the Union : Are you quite sure that your own house in in
order in respect of your own Natives?

The Union may reply that within recent years it has made great strides 
towards giving a helping hand to its Native population. It will show that 
it has examined its position through a Native Economic Commission and is 
prepared to actj that it is about to deal with the question of parliamentary 
representation of Natives; that it has established a Native Agricultural 
sub-Department to deal with the Reserves; that its mine Natives are well 
fed, housed and kept in good health; that it has many years' clear record 
in regard to rebellions or similar upheavals; and that in various minor 
matters, such as the carrying of passes, railway travelling, and the care 
of town Natives, it has made improvements.

OTHER STEPS POSSIBLE.
Yet there are more steps which the Union might take to better the lot 

of its Natives. Admittedly, it is difficult, in fact it might be suicidal 
for any South African government that we can visualise, to attempt to expro
priate farms of White people on a large scale, in order to provide a fairer 
division of land between White and Black. But something could be done in 
this direction without raising a storm. It is largely in the Transvaal 
that the Natives feel the pinch for land. There are Government-owned farms, 
especially in the northern and north-eastern Transvaal unoccupied by Whites, 
which could be made over to the Natives. Again, big land companies own 
stretches of country there which they do not develop but from which they 
collent heavy annual rents from their Native tenants. Many of these particular 
Transvaal farms are of no great value as White farming propositions, as they
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are far from railways or in mountainous country, but would be useful for 
closer Native occupation. These farms could be expropriated by the 
Government at a fair valuation and made into locations without running 
counter to local sentiment, as the general public has no great sympathy 
for soulless concerns like land companies. An arrangement might even 
be made for the companies to retain the mineral rights if that point was 
considered a hindrance to the transfer. This would not solve the Native 
land question entirely, but would go some way towards it and be a 
guarantee of good faith that the Union means to do its best in this 
direction.

The Native Affairs Department should not be subordinated to the 
extent it is at present to the Department of Justice. In some farming 
districts where there are few locations it is common to see the magistrate 
delegate the Native work to his most junior clerk, while he himself attends 
to the needs of his White farming population. The junior clerk, perhaps, 
does not know the Native language and is not interested to learn it nor 
to study the customs of the Natives with whom he is compelled to deal till 
such time as promotion to other work comes to him. He certainly has no 
incentive to leave the more congenial White area and be transferred to 
a junior department, that of Native Affairs, and be sent to a purely 
Native area and thus diminish his chances of more rapid promotion. The 
Native Affairs Department should be made more independent, be strer^hened, 
and be made to study the languages, customs and histories of the Natives.
A bonus, or small, increase of pay, on gaining proficiency certificates in 
these subjects, combined with a better chance of promotion for the efficient, 
would go a long way to encourage an understanding of and an interest in 
the Natives. At present youths are drafted into the Native Affairs 
Department with no particular knowledge of Natives and do not receive 
enough encouragement to specialise in that direction. The necessity for 
passing the lower law examination merely turns their ambition from Native 
Affairs to the Department of Justice.

TEACHING FARMING.
The Native Agricultural sub-department of Native Affairs should be 

strongly reinforced with level-headed competent men, who should be well 
paid. The Government should vote money generously towards the training 
of Native agricultural demonstrators, and establish more Native agricultural 
training centres in the Transvaal, Cape Province and Natal, to which 
centres selected Native youngsters could go, and at which passed 
demonstrators could have occasional refresher courses. .The future of 
the Natives of South Africa should lie largely in the hands of an energetic 
Native Agricultural Department. It is obvious that good farming methods 
would ease the land difficulty by a more economic use of Native land.

The squatting system on farms is too open to abuse besides being 
wasteful and slipshod. Squatting contracts or agreements are often 
loose and vague. In some parts of the Union they give rise to endless 
disputes which are most difficult for magistrates and Native Commissioners 
to decide with equal justice to all. The whole system requires to be 
better regulated.

The -rote for Native education should be largely increased. The 
£170,000 voted in the last Union Budget towards the Native Development 
Fund may, it is true, be intended to be spent partly on Native education , 
but the whole sum is paltry compared with what is required. Many people 
say that it is a mistake to educate African Natives, and that they should 
be taught manual work, rather than to read and •write. This question has 
many sides and extends far beyond the Union. Suffice it to say that the 
young Native is quick to learn and, as a craftsman, finds himself, in 
the Union, up against the Colour bar. His demands for education increase

year/
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year by year, and the paucity of the vote under this heading has been a 
great and growing grievance.

The Native is heavily taxed compared with his wage-earning power. He 
has to pay the ordinary direct tax and many indirect taxes besides. In 
days gone by the direct tax may have been intended partly as a lever to 
induce him to go and work, but nowadays his wants have increased and, 
with them, his indirect taxation. There is, therefore, no longer any 
excuse for so heavy a direct tax, as he must now go out to work for 
his living in any case.

The Union should put the screw on all its towns to clear Native slum 
areas and to provide healthy recreation for town Natives, This would be 
synonymous with the lessening of illicit liquor traffic, the suppression 
of ‘leita gangs and other evils.

The representation of Natives in Parliament should be made real and 
not a sham.

The above are a few suggestions how the Union could make up more of 
its lee-way of inaction before asking for the Protectorates.

The Union is the main Stronghold of the White population of the Continent 
of Africa,! and is likely to remain so while its mines hold out and prevent 
the country from becoming stagnant. That is all the more reason why it 
should lay down a policy that can be an example and guide to the rest of 
ASica. Not a policy based on the fear that seems to obsess the mind of 
Mr. Pirow, but one which is more up to date, more in tune with and less 
antagonistic to the methods of the other Powers which are interested in 
this Continent. In fact, the Union, should take the lead and not be the 
shocking exainple.

Till then and till our policy is widely known, it is better that the 
Protectorates should stand apart as interested onlookers.

oOo-



The Protectorates
It is not surprising that the 

Nationalists should once again have 
brought to the forefront of political 
discussion the future of the Protec
torates. The existence of these 
British enclaves — Basutoland, 
Swaziland and Bechuanaland—has 
long been a source of real grievance 
to those Afrikaners who attach 
supreme importance to the question 
of sovereignty. What is, however, 
surprising is that the Nationalists 
have the effrontery even to con
template the incorporation of these 
territories at the very moment 
when they are proposing to deprive 
the South African Native of his 
limited political f i g h t s  by a 
thoroughly discreditable m a n 
oeuvre. The Nationalists must 
surely have strangely undeveloped 
sense of smell otherwise they 
would never attempt to use apart
heid as a bait with which to 
ensnare the Protectorates. They 
are, however, faced with the diffi
culty that the presence of these 
territories will undoubtedly be con
stitutionally embarrassing when 
they consider the time is opportune 
to fulfil their Republican ambi
tions. . For this reason they are 
anxious, if at all possible, to secure 
an early settlement of a problem 
that has been hanging fire since 
Union.

Repressive Policies
But, unless we are mistaken, where 

even General Smuts has failed 
to break down the prejudice and 
suspicion of the British people, Dr. 
Malan will certainly not succeed. 
Two years ago the Prime Minister 
said that “ the only reason for the 
British Government’s unwillingness 
to transfer the Protectorates was 
that they doubted whether South 
Africa would do justice to the 
Native.” Have not the Nationalists 
by their reactionary plans more 
than justified that fear ? Until 
Dr. Malan and his colleagues show  
a readiness to  refrain from  repres
sive racial legislation, we, for  our 
part, could never conscientiously 
urge the Native inhabitants of the 
Protectorates to join forces with 
the Union. The Protectorates may 
be backward. They * may lack 
adequate communications an d  
social services. Their agricultural 
systems may require modernisa
tion. But, at least, their people 
enjoy a measure of freedom which 
the Nationalists seem determined 
to deny the South African Native. 
At the same time it must be 
frankly admitted that ethnologic- 
ally, industrially and culturally 
these territories form part of the 
Union. They will never be able to 
stand on their own feet politically 
or economically. Their eventual 
absorption by South Africa is as 
inevitable as the night that follows 
the day. But this does not mean 
that such a step should be either 
hurried or even contemplated until 
political conditions in the Union are 
more stabilised than at present.

Native Consent
Although Dr. Malan is correct in 

his assertion that the South Africa 
Act does not lay, it down that incor
poration is conditional upon the 
consent of the Native populations 
of these territories, it seems to us 
highly desirable, in spite of the 
purely legal’ position, that the views 
of the people intimately concerned 
in such a transfer of sovereignty 
should be sought. When the Act 
of Union was framed it was not 
always customary to solicit the 
opinions of subjects and backward 
peoples. But times have changed. 
The world has moved forward to 
new conceptions. The British Par
liament of today would be reluctant 
arbitrarily to effect any constitu
tional change if Native opinion 
were to be adamantly opposed to 
such action. Incorporation would 
not alter the ownership of land in 
these areas, for the South Africa 
Act clearly provides that “ it shall 
not be lawful to alienate any land 
in Basutoland or any land forming 
part of the Native reserves in the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate and  
Swaziland from the Native tribes 
inhabiting these territories.” Obvi
ously the Union would be required 
to give a firm guarantee that this 
safeguard would be scrupulously 
honoured. The Union, therefore, 
has little to gain from the transfer 
of these territories. On the other 
hand the Nationalists may hope 
that their acquisition by the Union 
would give them an excuse for  
failing to complete the purchase 
for settlement purposes of all the 
land promised the Natives under 
the Hertzog inspired legislation of 
1936.
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