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Johannesburg Dem ocratic A c tio n  Committee

0r . f ,  A c t ,o n  P s b r ^ y  , W

OUR CONTIXT

In  I f I S ,  a t  the  tim e of the  w h it*  re fe re n d u e  and s o o n

: r t eht ? L * : :  d i f i n ddD* "o e r?u e  ,,ro " t  ,u d f *’  jo d “ e ♦«■■•*. * * .- T  d*M n *d o u ra .Jv o a  am an o rg a n la a tto n  embracing t h .  
p r in c ip le  o f n o n -ra c ia l l m ,  through which democrats In  th*  
Johannesburg area co uld  oppoaa tho g e v trn a tn ’t  *a re fo rm  
i n i t i a t i v e  and p a r t ic ip a t a  in  thaf UDF -  tho  f l r a t  n o n -r a c ia l  
e s t r a -p a r lla m e n ta ry  movement to  emerge in  ra c a n t ya a ra .

A t th a t  t l M ,  tha govern want was c o n fid a n t of i t *  c a p a c ity  to  
c a r ry  o u t I t a  re fo rm  a tra ta g y  and to  u n ita  M h ita , co lo u re d a  and 
In d ia n a  b e h in d  tha  t r i -c a m e ra l p a rlia m e n t.

Tha s i t u a t io n  now to  v a a t ly  d i f f e r e n t .  A f t e r  a y e a r of v ig o u ro u a  
o p p o s itio n  t o  h ig h  r e n t s , unequal e d u c a tio n , low  wages, h ig h

U e J‘ •• "ulno re p re s e n ta tio n , th o  government a 
r e f o r o  i n i t i a t i v e a  have been a a v e re ly  damaged.

Tho a ch o o la  b o y c o tts , tho townahip u p r is in g s ,  th o  a n t l> e le c t lo n  
cam paigns, th e  atay-aw ay and worker s t r i k e s  have a e rlo u a ly  
underm ined th e  co n fid e n ce  of th o  government and i t a  at I le a .

I n t e r n a t io n a l ly ,  tho  government I n i t i a l l y  re c e iv e d  eoae ayapathy 
*o r  P ro p o s a ls . t u t  now i t  ia  becoming more and more ia o la ta d  
due to  th e  m ounting in te r n a tio n a l campaign a g a in a t a p a rth e id .

Dn ^ I U  t h e i r  weakening p o a it io n ,  tha  government ia  a t i l l  
p o w e rfu l. The m i l i t a r y  have eome t o -p la y  a c e n tra l r o le  in  tho  
governm ent. I t  la  being uaed to  eatend South A f r ic a 's  in f lu e n c e  
in  Sou the rn  A f r ic a .  In  the  fa ce  of e a c a la tin g  re a ia ta n c e  i t  la  
now b e in g  uaed e x te n s iv e ly  t o  q u e ll in te r n a l o p p o a lt lo n . However 
t h i s  m i l i t a r is e d  government ia  l i k e l y  to  c o n tin u e  im plem enting 
the  r e f o r a  proceaa.

In  the  w h lto  s e c to r , where o u r main c o n s titu e n c y  i s  found th e re  
Is  a la o  a a itu a t io n  of f lu a  and change. K ith  u n c e r t a in t y  about 
the  f u tu r e  of w h ite  r u l e ,  e p l i t a  have deepened between d if f e r e n t  
gro u p in g a  in  w h lto  p o l i t ic o  and new a llia n c e e  a re  a la o  b e in g
▼ O TM d  « •

F i r s t l y ,  c o n e e rv a tlv e a  from a range o f p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  ere 
coming to g e th e r to  fo ra  a e o lid  b lo c  w h ile  NRP and r i g h t  wina 
membera of th e  PFP move c lo s e r to  the  governm ent.

h T -° " w V ? d i a re  - u r g i n g  between th o  government and
r *‘ r  b lfl *«•»"••• welcomed the re fo rm  

I n i t i a t i v e a  b u t to d a y b ig  buaineea in  p a r t ic u la r  have s h o w n  
In c re a a in g  f r u s t r a t io n  w ith  and c r i t l c i a a  of government p o l ic le e .

T !’** #T QU#, th a t  ''o fo ra s  euch aa th e  t r lc a a e r a l  p a r lia m e n t and
th 2  S o v i^ Z in t * t m  f l i ? 1** g r e a te r  p ro b le m , and want ‘governm ent to  laplam ent re fo ra a  a t  a f a s t e r  r a t e .

Tho go ve rn m e n t's  I n a b i l i t y  t o  fo rm u la te  p o l lc le a  t o  e u l l  Sauth 
A f r ic a  out o f t h .  deepening r K M . I o n  a .  ^ 1  . . “ ho

b e t £ e n  ^ ' t w o ? ' * 10"  " “ * -" -d  d lv ia io n a

•■■•M y . ?  •**11 b u t " o t ie e a b le  a e c to r  i a  becoming d i a l  1 lualonm d
have b e £ n  U

i t l i l a  t r ?d , t l o " aI P o l i t i c a l  a f f 1 1la t lo n a  aa w e ll aa p a rlia m e n t 
i  2 !  k ? P, r ‘ » kh* « r e f le c t a  I t a e l f  in  a eenae of u n c e r ta in t v  
•nd la c k  o f c o n fid e n c e  bo th  w it h in  th o  PFP and to  I t s  l o f t .

O ve r th o  p a s t y e a r th e  UDF and o e p e c la t ly  o rg a n la a tlo n e  i » i v  / a . 
banner have in cre a a e d  and e tre g th in e d  and 3 I
a f f » l 7 I » t a l  t h r e a t  to  th e  a y a te a . The taak ahead f o r  UOT and i t a  
a f f i l l a t e a  I s  to  c o n e o lld a to  th o  g a in s  of la a t  y e a r b y i

• in c re a s in g  th o  c h a lle n g e  t o  th e  system and
d lv ia io n a  w it h in  th e  r u l i n g  c la a a e s . V ‘ * t r e a t s

• g a in in g  i n c r t a i t d  support*
• b u i ld in g  and a tre n g th e n ln g  t h e i r  o rg a n is a tio n a
• d e v e lo p in g  a u n ite d  d ir e c t io n  on m ajor laauea

in c re a a in g  com m ittm ent to  and p a r t ic ip a t io n  In  th o  e t r u g g le .

JODAC’ S HOLE AND TASK S'

to  t h »  P r in c ip l e  of n o n -ra c l a l I aa and 
p e ra t in g  in  th e  Johannaaburg a re a . Moreover th e  n a tu re  of the 

s t ru g g le  o v e r th e  pa a t ye a r and I t a  e f f e c t  on th e  £ h l E

c r u c ia l  r o l e  t o  p la y .  Aa euch o u r r o l e  f o r  the  coming y e a r la  to t

• p ro v id e  p o l i t i c a l  le a d e ra h ip  and r a la e  p o l t i c a l  
q u e s tio n s  w it h in  th o  w h ite  a e c to r

• d evelop  a c le a r  and w e ll known p u b lic  p o l i t i c a l  iaaoe

• “ “ r? ? 4 6rm"  • * ' •***• dem ocrata In t o  i t s  ranka
a s?t tn Ur t . I n .T " 1*!?"? ? '■••pond to  government I n i t i a t i v e a
a o ^ u l ! r ? I T i «  } V r u l i n g  cla a ae e• p D p u l a r i M  U O F  I n  J o h a n n  • • b u r g
• a c t iv e ly  eupport and e tre n th e n  th e  campaigne o f th e  OOF.

A f t e r  a y e a r ,  Jodac has ga in e d  v a lu a b le  e x p e rie n c e  in  e tru e e le

v u i ‘ l t y P ‘ P *>•• :
c h a H n e lld . l *“  - , , e h  nOM " « < •  to  be c o n e t r u c t iv e ly

However c o n s id e rin g  th o  taaka ahead, m o  a re  s t i l l  sm all
‘ y . y »  - « « ™

O f  o u r a c t l v i t i e e  do n o t reach  e l l  th e  aem berehlp. in  e d d it lo n  wo



t* •*— -r •- v, . , ,. -rrr . • ’ • .»

• l
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Jodac th o u ld  th e r e fo re i

• I»p ro v e  com m unication w ith in  th e  o rg a n is a tio n
• develop a common a n a ly s is  and u n ite d  p o l i t i c a l  d i r  a c t io n
• s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  w h i t s  d e m o c r a t i c  g r o u p s
• I n c r t a s o  t h s  I n v o l v e m e n t  o f  a l l  o u r  M e m b e rs  i n  t h s  U D F
• enhance our knowledge of a ctu a l c o n d it io n s  in  th s  w h its  s e c to r 

embark upon a w e ll o rga n ise d  r e c r u it in g  cam paign.

MEMBERSHIP, CONSTITUENCY AND THE PUBLIC.

In  w o rkin g in  th e  w h its  se cto r In  Johannesburg, we nesd t o  make m 
d is t in c t io n  bstwssn th s  broad p u b l ic ,  o ur d i r e c t  c o n s titu e n c y  and 
our Membership*

• The broad p u b lic  a re  a l l  those people Jodae can reach through 
the commercial m edia, cam paigns, mass m e e tin gs , p a m p h le te e rin g , 
p o s te r b i t  te e s  e t c . •

• Jodac*s d ir e c t  c o n s titu e n c y  would be those In  th e  Johannesburg 
UDf !  w ith e r  a re  o r  co uld  beeome sym pathetic to  the  alms of th e

• Jo d a c ’ e d i r e c t  membership com prises a l l  p a id  up members.

Ne must b e a r In  mind these d is t in c t io n s  and d i f f e r in g  c o n d it io n s  
when we d e c id e  on o u r p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  a c t io n .

✓

•e* 1#v*B **• o b je c t iv e s  by fo cu ssin g  on and ta k in g  up 
s p e d  l i e  Is s u e s . The way these is s u s s  a re  taken up w i l l  v a ry  
depending on whom we ta rg e t  as the  gro u p in g  most Im p o rta n t to  
r t c c h t

of th #  l i t u t f  to  bw ta k tn  up a rv i

I .  Wr— don C h a rte r Campaign

^  04 thm Wrmm,lom b a r t e r .  The C h a rte r 
a h i s t o r i c  statsm ent of the  minimum demands of South A f r ic a 's  

people  1 .  as re le v a n t  today as i t  was In  1933. I t  l in k s  p r s U n J
! s r » ? ! « 7 * " i  °* th "  P**1'  , t "  d•,,'•nd• -ro u n d  such issu e s

f l  i r  ’  ,c o " " l t '  s o c i a l , e d u ca tio n a l and o th e rs  a rs
*1!’ ^ **t  H  <1*«,« : r a e y  In  South A f r ic a  I s  to  be

B M th  A f r l c i  P ro vid e s  a v is io n  of a fu tu re  dem o cratic

P°*, u l a r , »o  the demands of the  Freedom C h a rte r ie
and w i l l i * hr , . UP bV * numb*r  °* dem o cratic o rg a n is a tio n s  
! " ?  "  to  b r in g  about g re a te r  u n it y  between d if f e r e n t
*r , < s and c o n s t itu e n c ie s .

3

J o d a e 'l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  In  the  campaign s h o u ld .a im  t o i
• F i r s t l y  educate  i t s  members about th e  demande of th e  c h a r t e r .  

I t s  t r a d i t i o n  and s ig n if ic a n c e  to d a y .
• Work w ith  o th e r groups In  th e  Johannesburg are a  on t h i s  

Is s u e  to  broaden an u n d e rs ta n d ig n  and acceptan ce of 
th e  Freedom C h a rte r .

• To g e th e r w ith  the se  gro u p s ru n  a mass cam paign in  th e  
Johannesburg area

• P a r t ic ip a t e  In  and s u p p o rt th e  b ro a d e r Freedom C h a rte r 
cam paign.

f *  **,ch  11 p o s s ib le  th e  Freedom C h a rte r  campaign sh o u ld  be l in k e d  > 
t o  a l l  o th e r campaigns and Is su e s  taken up by Jo d a c . I t  should be 
A major* p r i o r i t y  In  Jodac and e l l  of o u r s t r u c tu r e s  and 
membership sh o u ld  be In te g ra te d  In t o  th e  cam paign.

2 .  M i l i t a r i s a t i o n ,  C o n s c r ip t io n  and th e  SADF.
•*

T h "  repugnance in  o u r c o n s titu e n c y  f o r  th e  BADF’ e r o l e
in  th e  to w n s h ip s , th e  c o n tin u e d  o c cu p a tio n  of N am ibia and I t s  
r o l e  In  Southern  A f r i c a ,  th e  In c re a s in g  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  of a l l
h n * I l , » . 0J * r ,L J £ e ‘ * - y  t ? V » r °,P *e t  ♦our y e a rs  In  u n ifo rm  has made th e  BADF and c o n s c r ip t io n  b u rn in g  Is s u e s .

H ’ T?*  *r *«. e r u c ,* l *eeues which a f f e c t  o ur c o n s t itu e n c y  and th e  
*** d i r e c t l y .  O p p o s itio n  to  th e  SAOf and c o n s c r ip t io n  

has been gro w in g o ve r th e  y e a rs . In  l<?B3 th e  End C o n s c r ip t io n
rh *P 1“ u7e*#d *'‘ th  com m ittees around the  c o u n try  t ochannel t h i s  o p p o s it io n .

- f r * ? ! *  *r * ‘ ■*»*r * t l v e «  f o r  Jo d a c , we a re  a f f i l i a t e d
t o  th e  ECC and th e y  need t o  be of ongoing p r i o r i t y .

He need t o i
• educate o u r membere about m i l i t a r i s a t i o n .

‘  cw M lcrlp t?o n .* * '* r " n* " "  f 1"  o p t io n ,  f o r  p e o p le  f a c in g
• use the  Is s u e  to  in c re a s e  o u r ’ membership.
• p u t o ur f u l l  o rg a n is a t io n a l w e igh t b eh ind  th e  ECC cam paign.
I  r r  ^  I*0** e ■p # e l* »* • * »V f u r t h e r  th e  cam paign.

i  lM U * up ln  th e  w h ite  s e c to r  to  h e lp  d im in is h  su p p o rt
f o r  th e  governm ent’ s  r e p re s s iv e  I n s t i t u t i o n s .

3 . Th e  T r ic a m e ra ! P a rlia m e n t. *

• > « « «  b o y c o tts  have d is c r e d it e d  th e  
t r lc a m e ra l p a r lia m e n t .-  F o r some w h ite s  t h i s  has caused 
u n c e r t a i n l y  about the  fu tu re  w h ile  o th e rs  s t i l l  fe e l th a t  more 

® r *,0 rma eould  be Implemented th ro u gh  I t .  T h is  i s  
e s p e c ia l ly  the  case now th a t  government has launched a p ro c e ss  
f o r  c o n s id e rin g  c o n s t it u t io n a l issu e s f o r  A f r ic a n s .

■ m S  oppose th e  new c o n s t it u t io n  and th e  Koornhof
B i l l s  and th e y  should c o n tin u e  t o  be a p r i o r i t y  in  o u r programme.

4



to  b .  a l a r t  to  raepond t o VI n d ° ^ p * ‘ . b" " J K N t f .

K .  Bhould th e re fo ro t

• I l f H l  t h . t  tha e a n tra l i a l u i  U  t h l k  I l M "  °°r
. . . et . <  „  d. e ld . d s  t'Y s r ^ t i v ^ s i r :

• STSL^tTH iS uor"  th- •-«»«-.t - r  oppo.ltlw, to

<• T h .  Koornhof B i l l * .

‘ e e , -  « .
P .o o le . T h i i  I n e i u d . .  t h .  b a n t u .t M  Z o l f i ! ?  ^ r l e . n  
u n r .p r .a e n t a t l  ve a t r u e t u r , ,  1 U , » £ 2  f»l|V. th #  ‘ " P o s it io n  of 
re m o v a l. . „ d , n M u „ co; ^ r * J . l l , , • th#  ' « " " « " » t y  c o u n c i l . ,  f b r e .d

fundam ental • t r u e t u r l a ^ a ^ v i n g ^ o ^ l i n  «/ * ? * “ " *  th # y  “ r “  kh* 
oppreeaed. Around many of t h . . .  i - Z  e x p lo ite d  and 1
s tru g g le  mnd r . . i . t . n e ^  l , , U "  been f ie r c e

s : U9s i ?  • u : r . / r n^ . : s 0r : nt d s s  « ■ —  —  t h . . .
t h .  commercial p r . s .  exacerbates t h l . ,  in *«'o «lu*t» c o v ir a g .  in  

.ro u n d  th *  " r " e a i l i r . l #p i M u » M t b y i n " . d d l t l  **r  " * y  to  i , w n  
• b r ld g .  t h .  gap b . t Z  I  I  l U ' "•  -h o u ld .

b y  d l . M a i l n . t i n v  i n f o r m a t i o n ?  - n d  M i l t *  . t c t o r

• ? l " t i n - PS f l t  f °7 . t r u g g l . . .
c l l i t . t i n ,  d i .e u a . l o n .  around p a r t i e u l . r  . t r u g g l . . .

S . R epreaalon.

i . B U .  * 1 . * ^ n ." t h 2 t * .f f Z c t i y o ^ rV^ . J r * l h "  b l *Ck •*c t o r « .  t h l .  ■
• o u re . Of o u t r a n , i l l  c o n a titu e n e y  d l r . c t l y .  I t  1 .  .

[• • d U v  » ‘ v * «  t h .  U .  * " ,M U * " h ,e ,»
. h id d e n  r . p r . a . i o n ,  " d i r t y  t r i c k s ’  - r l . i *  1* ® * t o n t l o n e ,

"•*........« -  * “ «*•» u s ix t  a n  j s s ; :  *nd th;

p r H F N . t y .  movement .a  i t  a 'ie e a . ^ V M B l w i  of t h .

^ w t h w « « e p .  m.  n . . d to t

w .u - r s s : ! : :  S R iS 1 J U J r ^ r s r * " by ***— •»•

* t?'*!? * , O M , y w ith  OPSC and OCBCOh  ___, „  . .
t h . l r  . .a t I n g a .  ’ mn?  ••"d re p re a e n ta tiv a a  t o

A . Woman‘ a is s u a a .

Th?* t ® ««t ^ * ,,to  • s r a s a j s * ; th #  *”■ ?"*■••■*** — — — » t
T h i .  provldaa t h .  o p p o rtu n ity  2 .  I - * "****1. »■— «» «* e d tra »> . • 
p ro g ro a a lv . o rg a n !«a tio n . F a l l n f l . ^ i  lo  Jo "* “»  " « t h
w ith in  our con a titu e n ey, but aa ve t 1 L !  end aupport
in to  p o l i t ic a l  woman's organl a a ti on. "o«en ere not organlaed

W* B h o u ld , t h . r a f o r a ,  .d u c a t ,  o u r mamh.. . ______
o r j . n l . ;  ^  to  .u p p o r t  and p . r t l c l p . \ r i r S :  J f *

Labour I b b u . b .

! f t . « S K r t h r  p ^ r r %d;  * «  i . . t  y . . r
p r o v id * . to  a p a r t h . id  r u l .  T h i .  worl' » r .  and t h .  t h r a a t  I t
• t im .  of re c e s s io n  r S S l Z Z j g * 1*11*  ■ » • » • ♦ * « « »  i t

th* hi,t^  -  —  •r s s a u t :  s a x - u s
Jo dac naadB to t

;  a a w . ' s i s ' a s s  s j s .s 'u ' j t . *■•••

• . In te rn a t io n a l Yaar o f  th o  Youth

t h .  V o u t h . ^ ' N ^ r l y ^ a i r ^ U t c ^ I ” - ! *  l " t » r " « t i o n a l  V .a r  o f
in c lu d in g  t h .  g o S  t h ^ r . . : : : 1' " ’

: n ^ r « r  b#eM,*# * •  *r * not
• • P M i .n y  in  t h : - 5 ^ ^ . : L t ; v : . o? r - * ' - ro u th  ^ M t i a n .

P u r lh « r  I a i u t i

rr.r* «.

p o is o n in g . *t # » * o p h « l» in d u s t r ia l  w aata , food



S a e o n d l y ,  w i t h  t h a  o r  owl no ,
ISW MB such . 1  t h .  r i s i n g  S b J T S  | ? w - .  “ l * " 1" ?  °° • « " « > * «
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