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E D IT O R IA L  N O TES

HANDS OFF THE 
FRONTLINE STATES!

•

li is becoming dearer day l»y day that in its relations with neighbouring 
stales, the llutha regime is following the example set for it by Israel in the 
Middle East and Reagan in Central Amcrica. All must be cowed into 
submission to the dictates of Pretoria, some by economic pressure and 
blackmail, some by outright military action. And everything that South 
Africa docs or contemplates is justified in the name of anti communism. 
" I ’m an African, and I believe communism is bad for Africa", said Premier 
F .W . Dotlia in an interview with the Neui York Times last February. " I f  
fellow Africans are threatened by the evils of communism, we shall assist 
them when our assistance is requested".
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C e r ta in ly  not th e 1̂ o v e r n m c n u  o f "A n g o la  "  * *  ” fe ,lo w  A r " ™ n s " .  
Z im b a b w e  o r  Z a m b ia  w h ich  h a w  ° f  “ " ’ k iq u e  o r L e so th o  o r
te rr ito r ie s  h is a rm e d  fo rces J o m e i i a “ i , , ance b u t w h o jc  
A fr ican n e ss . h a ve  in va d e d  an d  ra va g e d  n " \ Cken' d 1 0 'W 'fy  their 
B o th a  rushes a re  the  b a n d it  g a n g , o f  U N I T / U n  A  ' °  ' M is‘ an ce
M o z a m b iq u e , th e  L L A  in  L eso th o  e tc  f  K ' ' h *  M N R  in
So u th  A f r ic a  to u n d e rta k e  acts o f  w a r  a n d  d e s ^ i  a " d  W »u lP P ed  b 1
the  o b je ctives  o f  the  a p a r th e id  reg im e  <; k  . r  ! “ o n  m  fu r ,h e r » n c e  o f
any an t i co m m u n is t g u e r r i l la  fo rce  in  Sn^h " ' " ' " S  * °  , u P P ° r *

T h e  c la im  th a t " * " •  “ ld  B ° ' ,,a

forces o f  in te rn a t io n a l co m m u n ism  a n d ' “ R u J u , !  •°n d * ^ ? r  fr0 m  lh e  
w ith o u t fo u n d a tio n . T h o se  w h o  f i* h .  R “ M ' an  im p e r ia l is m "  is also 
no t fo re ig n ers  but S o u th ^ A fr ic a n ^  o r m o " ^  S o u th  A f r ic a n  re g im e  a rc  

d e te rm in e d  to  ach ie ve  th e  n a t io n a l h h  °  / "  m m o r i ,y  ru l«  and  
m a jo r ity  d en ied  basic r ig h ts  anH  e ra ,|o n  o f  the  opp ressed  b la ck

B o th a  a ckn o w led g e  no k ins , D * "  *he  ,a n d  « r  b ir th

Wh.c » „  of African i,  ,hU »ho tre» ,  <k? t " gl"  “  
as enem ies, refuses th em  c it i ie n s h i, ,  . _A f r ,c a n * o f  h,s o w n  c o u n try

B a n tu s ta n s ?  I f  B o th a  has a “ to ta l n I ”  *h em  in t0  ex ile  o r
m a k in g  b ecause, fa r  fro m  b e in g  an A f r ic a n  h " ^ ’  h h " d i ' “  ° f  h i l  ° Wn 
w ho  believes th a t c a p ita lis m  is good  fo r th  h "  '  *  ra C ,,‘ ” d u s iv i »  
g °  h a n g  i f  th ey  d o n ”  lik e  h  ?  '  W h “ C m ,n 6 r i ,y  a n d  « *  res, ca n

e sca la t in g  d a n g e r  o ^ w a ^ 'in ^ s o ^ t h M ^ A f r i c ^ 'w h e n * ' ' '  1°  J 1" " *  f° r  ' h '  
d e b a te  in  th e  H o u se  o f  A ssem b ly  la ,.  m  d c ig n  a ffa irs

th re a te n e d  w a r  aga inst n e ig h b o u r in g  s ta tc sT fV h  * "  M i " i , ,e r  B ° ' ha  
g u e r r i l la s " ,  he  was b acked  un  in  h i !  , I *  Coru ' n u e d  «o ‘ h a rb o u r  

fo re ig n  a ffa irs  spokesm an B r ia n  Pa g e  w h o  . a i d ^ f  ,>ar,y',
h a rb o u r  enem ies  o f  th is sta te  w l w i f  a n y  o f  o u r  n e ig h b o u rs  
le g it im a te  re g im e , th ru  t | „ . y , „ llM ' <'  r o i " n '|," r<l « °  *he o v e r th ro w  o f  the  

• "d u d e  p re  e m p tiv e  s t r ik e ,  hot p u r s u i,T n d  t h e ™ " * • , U.C.,,C” ' w l, ic h  wil1 

. " d m  o u r  o p in io n  does n o , co n s titu te  d es ta b ilisa T io n ”  ‘  “  U n aV o id ab ,e

F e d e ra l P a n y T H a r ^ & h w ^ c / c l l l c d  o n  3 T .  ^ ‘ P r ° S r « ” vc 

" - lu r e  o f  ,h e  ,| ,re a t  fa c in g  , |u . c o u n t ^  *  S ° U' h A f r ic a  o f  ,h e
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One month later «he Chief of the SAUK General Const and Viljoen. also 
in an interview with the New York Times, said South Africa was 
determined to deny the AN C  "bases in all our neighbouring states, either 
through the cooperation of the states themselves, or by means of military 
action against their bases". It is in pursuit of this aggressive policy towards 
ill own people and its neighbours that the South African regime has 
committed or masterminded murders and atrocities not only, in Soweto 
and other Southern African townships but also in Maseru and Matola, 
throughout Southern Angola and northern Namibia, blockaded Lesotho! 
helped the attempted coup in the Seychelles and generally committed itself 
to the path of mayhem and destruction in the interests of maintaining 
white supremacy.

"W e  are faced with a racist.'colonial, bellicose regime", Moiambique's 
President Samora Machel told thcinon-aligned summit meeting.in New 
Delhi last March. "South Africa is the naiism of our time". He accused the 
Botha regime of recruiting "drug addicts, bandits, criminals and 
subversives" to destabilise the independent states of Africa opposed to 
Pretoria s policies. And'those who may think these words extravagant 
should ponder recent reports that "the misuse of drugs, especially 
marijuana, is becoming more prevalent among young conscripts" (Die 
Burger June I I  and IS, 1983), as well as continual reports of assaujts, rapes 
and murders perpetrated by.the military in Namibia. . ,. '

* * t . 
D anger of Invasion , •
Members of the liberation movement must face the implications of a 
change for the worse in South Africa's stance towards its neighbours. If  an 
assassination attempt on an Israeli Ambassador in London could touch off 
the invasion of Lebanon with all its frightful consequences, what is to 
prevent Pretoria from following suit? It already occupies large areas of 
Angola without any word of protest from its western allies, indeetl with 
their active connivance and support? Who can deter the racists from 
further acts of aggression including full-scale invasion which it indicates 
arc already on its agenda?

It is to the credit of the frontline states that all without exception have 
insisted on the right to provide asylum for political refugees from South 
Africa. All reject and condemn, apartheid. Many of .them have only 
recently obtained their independence from the colonialists, and have been 
forced by South African aggression and destabilisation to spend millions 
on their armies instead of .on education and production. Their
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governments arc unable t„  concentrate on the proper priorities for their 
respective countries, I he Botha regime often points the finger of scorn at 
the frontline state,. accusing their governments of mismanaging their 
economies, hut Tails to mention the millions of rands of damage and 
destruction which have been inflicted on them by i „  own force, and those 
of us agent, and mercenaries in the pay of the colonialists. Every 
government in the frontline , tales ha, been faced since independence with 
war or the threat of war from South Africa. Not all have been able to 
t emonstrate an equal measure of practical support for our liberation 
movement, but on the other hand not one has sold out to Pretoria despite 

threat, and the handsome bribe, on offer. Some have made huge 
crifice, of blood and treasure backing the AN C  and SW A PO  to the hilt

raCiS,! 3rC " «  only to preserve their "way
of life but also to remam "a bastion of western civilisation" on the African 
comment. Ilu. their real aim, stretch beyond this! They intend spreading

L re L l r "  ‘ ,rOU* h0Ul Africa sou" 1 ° r ‘h«- Sahara, they  aim to be thf 
breadbasket and power-house for thi, great piece of territory, to establish
the cons.cllat.on of states" which they will dominate politically and
economically. In this aim they seek and receive the support of the main
western states, especial.y the USA. They offer favourable trading term s^
these capital.,t countries and scare them with the communist bogey

I hey succeed in this p|oy because of the great inve,tmen„ which the,e
countries have in South Africa and Namibia and because they fit into the
strategy of the N A T O  forces in their warmongering against'he S i s
countries, particularly the Soviet Union. Countries like the USA W
Cermany. trance and the UK ,ay they cannot ri,k the „rategic material,
of Southern Afr.ca Tailing into the hands of any but their chosen lackeys
With only the ANC  in sight as a possible alternative government they
tonumie it, fortify the present regime. Th i, relationship will continue until
m m I, time a* event, overtake both the reactionary racists a h e i r

2 7 e M e r n h u Z T '  ^  “ I' ^  ° f

What we can do

d° nr cou" “ -r <'™abilising tactic, ofthe Botha tegime 
and „  allies, to save the frontline states from racist aggression and 
intimitlai,,,.,? On .he surface the racisi, ,eem in a position to exert almost

tlev  hav m i a  Y V m  rtH" " mic pr,ssurr aKa'n51 <beir neighbours, but 
» hjVr " "  Ad ,," ‘ S "> '7  « "  n<‘ver be cer.ain of thefr rear. TheJ

can only contemplate invasion of neighbouring countries if everything is 
quiet Itehiud them al home. The time has come to ask whether we in the 
liberation movement ealinot do mote to relieve the pressure on the 
front line slates.

•The 11rave and heioie forces of Umkhonto we Si*we have more than 
excelled themselves. es|iecially in lhe past lew years. Sasol. Kocberg. 
Moroka and all the many other actions have been a saga of incredible 
blows agaisiii ihe racisi regime, and those to come will be even more 
shattering. But. as ANC  President Oliver lambo (jointed out in an 
interview with the official Mozambican news agency A IM  al llie end of 
July, the lilterulion movement would he making a terrible mistake if it 
relied on armed force alone, lie  stressed:

"In our situation we haw to allai li equal inqiorlaiM e ......ganising ihe exploited
workers. We o|M-rate im llirre front* the labour front anil ihe from of mass 
|Hi|iular action* a* well as I lie Iront ol ainietl actions .

The workers in highly industrialised South Africa were the most 
(Miwerful element in the struggle, he said. It was no longer possible to 
separate trade union issues anti the fighl for national liberation.

The ANC proclaimed 198S as the Year of Unity in Action, and great strides 
have been made in building unity on the labour front and the front of mass 
popular action inside South Africa in recent months, 'llic  decision taken at the 
conference in Johanneburg at the beginning of August to establish the United 
Democratic Front on a national basis has brought together the separate 
strands of opposition to the proposed new constitution which had emerged in 
the main centres of the country. The UDF. which unites people of all national 
group at grassroots level, hascalled on all organisations to join in the fight for 
a programme of minimum demands for a future South Africa free of racism 
a n d  oppression. Although the UDF is not formally committed to the Freedom 
Charter, its formation reflccis the surge of sup|mri for the principles of the 
Charter which is now increasingly accepted as a realisable immediate 
alternative to the apartheid regime.

Similar attempts have been made to build unity on the trade union front. 
At a meeting in Athlone, Cape Town, Iasi April, most of the major unions 
and federations representing workers in the independent trade union 
movement decided to establish a feasibility committee to discuss the 
formation of a new federation. Since then other union bodies have joined the 
feasibility committee, opening up the pros|x-ct of creating a single body to 
speak in the name of over 300.000 workers. I he vital role which can be 
played by such a federation is discussed by R. S. Nyameko in an

9
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liberation movement must be prepared to fi»h tT PrCM,f n ‘ Mernbcr* of our 
unity which i, essential for v ic L v  Our n i u 7  “  ‘°  lchieve ,hc 
that those who preach separateness who f ° P *** *" n°  doub*
apartheid, are assisting in the imnl ’ fru“ ra,e un'ty >n the fight against
or - d w *  , „ d „  ° ' t ’ Bo,h' ^
»n the situation at home is the channel!' " g about a qualitative change 
•he masse, into properly directed and e E v e  b V " " ^  ^  mili,ancy of 
weak spots. The enemy has never been m „r T  aga'nSt ,hc cne"iy's 
•his moment, the people never more H * • *nd confulcd ‘han at 
apartheid. What is demanded of us is th/orLT ' — ° pP ° s,',io"
•he majority of our population for decisive *  " “ '.0n and m°b'l«a«ion of 
indicated by President Tambo. aCl,° n ,n a"  ,hrec ‘ Pheres

A pledge
President Tambo himself pavr a > .
•he fourth congress of the Frelimo p in y  in Z lo u !  ’ ^ “ a "  • addr" $ ‘°

"Our base, .re in South Africa i„e|f our b. P n ‘
country. in the ci.ic., i„  ,hr moumiin| ">e people of our
n li e Cape, ,  ,|lou.» iid  mj|„  ffo|„  ' KoeberK nuclear power station

«he he ar , o f  lh e  cou  ye , r  S  ' t o S A S 0 L  Pf , r o 1 ' « k ,

Voortrelikerhoogte m ili.a ry  h e . d o u a n m S  U "  T ' "  c,O If >«
The regime cannoi find theje base, Therefore C >ucc" sfu»y ‘helled, 
neighbouring lerriiorie,. For ii j, fa.irr , rcforf 11 ,nvenu mythical base, in 
« -  bandits to murder ^  ,M r  b“ “ "  «•

£ : ? . " * ■  i“ r ™ “ "  
p r itr ■ " "  »  long a  'h d >“ »

make ,o the people o f M o iam b iq uc a . r e o r ^ m  '!  'h grCa' " '  P 'fd * c « *
We will sparc no effort lo increase „?,r 11 P f<J hcrf at this Coneress- 
unite lhe broadcw sections of ihr 5„u,h ’’aM *** '"’1 al,ar,hci‘l to
KaiilM II, and lo destroy once and for all the m” "  /’C° P concrrlcd action 

oppression and war in our *„„,••• " ’C m° “  *"<« pressing wurce of
W c are all bound by this •

continue to receive sut...„ri fr r ■ . mUS‘ ac‘ lo fu,fil ••- VVe will 

..-............
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our own lilicralion. but for the impetus to save the frontline states from 
attack and the whole of Southern Africa from the blight of war and indeed 
the whole of our African continent from the threat of nuclcar blackmail.

FO R  LA N D , B R E A D  AND  PEA C E

Dccause the Soviet Union from time to time has a bad harvest and imports 
quantities of grain from other countries, Reagan and Thatchcr and their 
ilk proclaim from the house-tops that socialism doesn't work because the 
Soviet government cannot feed its people. Well, the Soviet leadership 
frankly admits it has problems in agriculture and has adopted long-term 
meaures lo overcome them. Nevertheless, it should be stressed that nobody 
in the Soviet Union goes hungry, and that whatever is produced is 
distributed equitably among the whole population, lh e  variety and 
quality lit Soviet bread, for example, is unequalled in the world. And most 
of the imports are of grain for feeding cattle.

In an article on Soviet agriculture published in the London Observer on 
August 30, I9B I, the 'dissident' Soviet sociologist Roy Medvedev and hit 
brother 7.hores Medvedev, a Soviet-trained biologist now living in London, 
who could hardly be described as apologists for the Soviet Union, wrote: 

‘‘■llie Soviet IJninn prod me* more than twice as much wheat a,'the United 
States, while total production of wheat, rye, rice, millet and buckwheat for 
human consumption is higher than that of America. Canada and Australia put 
together. The consumption of bread and oilier reieals is higher in the Soviet 
Union than anywhere else in tin4 world. It is the average meat production of 131! 
III. |H-r jieiKon |mt year (much higher than in most touulries) that creates serious 
problems."
lh e  article (minted out that problems are also created by the Soviet 

|Milicy of subsidising food prices. Retail prices of meat, milk and eggs had 
not ( hanged since I9fi2 while bread costs were the same as in.!9!i.V Pricing 
policies were related lo production and adjustments would have lo be 
made, said the article.

Ilit ' Soviet Union is lacing problems because food consumption per 
capita has increased enormously anil the all-round standard of living is 
rising steadily. Ily contrast, the l.nndon Times on Ju ly 2fi. I!)8S. carried a

I I
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T he M arxist Analysis 

...............m " *  « - » • / .« .

K r̂ aljlr to conirol (lie powers of the12

nilln-r woiM whom lie ha* i-alli-il up l>y hit nulli i, i . ......... .
! " " " ,M,*i“ l •;[*■» " ...... . "H lr |M ri.HlK.I „  L n  pu. |lie o liirn tr of^hf^ni'lre
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Who ,aid Marx was out of date? Those word, were ,rue of the crisis of

*nd arc ct>ua,|y lru* of (he 1983 crisis (euphemijticallv called « 
recession). I he capitalism which produces the goods cannot delLer them

With the W all Street crash ... the United Slates in 1929 was not solved bv 
, New Deal bu, b, ,be . ^ “ Im uU.ed

production with a guaranteed outlet and absorbed the vast army of the 
unemployed m the military machine and the armament, factories. Today 
ihc bourgeoisie is seeking the same militarist solution -  hence the frantic 
dnve by the US mi.itaryindustrial establishment to create . h ^ m o X '  
of panic and war which is conducive to their interests 

1 he danger is. that in this age of nuclear wea,K>ns. the elution sou*ht 
by the bouigeoisie is hkely to l.e the final „ „e . leading ,o the tlrstruction of

‘1 T ' po” il,lr MWi,wa«iM" u f » « • • « - »  life
. ! a".C‘ . ' 1,C ^ for !* ■ « . w'»ch is at the same time a fiKht for 

w ea l justice, ts the most urgent task facing all humanity. The warmonger, 
cap.tah,m must be halted in their tracks. The fruit, of the earth and of 

man s labour must be made available to all the world s people The

the f i ' T T  .... . ° f man by ma"  mU5' bf fndcd on«  »"<* for all by.he final elimination of the profit motive which is the .ource of the evil
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was held in NeV ° Y o r T r rM a\ c ^ 7 n20,arV 2 6 he ° f MarX
Pot,heat Affairs, ,he theoretical journal of ?h n  ' h'  au,P ic«  <*
United States. Distinguished rep resen t.,i« ,1? C o™ nun i«  Party of the 
revolutionary movement of our time were invi. H I T  CUrrCn,‘ ot ,he 
conference, among them Cu* Hall eenr I ‘°  p,per* 10 ,he
editor of Political Affairs; Timur T im ! r " " '  ° f ‘hc C PUSA  and 
World Working-Class Movement of the U S S r 'a ^ T  ^ ,rmiUj,e of the 

Joachim Radde. lecturer at the Ins.ir,. • ,  u y C'enceS; Han5’ 
Movement of the G erm ,: ^ Z i c  R ^ ^ r  " t "
fcretary of the Central Committee of the r  ^  JamM J*ck*>n‘
S«a«es; and Moses Mabhida. general '  mmun,M P in Y the United 
Communist Party. cretary of the South African

proceedingi of the 00" ^ ™ ^ * ^  ̂ ^ 1" *  P° Wer 10 di,ruP* the
»  . « •  20. ..ans J o a c h ^ S d e  ^ / a 'm t r : ' ?  P,a"
weredenied visas to attend the conference andM °- S° V,C‘ delc* a,ion 
Mabhida was delayed so that by the time 'h '“ Ue of * v' «  to Moses
the conference was already over In =. * t0 reach New York
demonstration of solidarity the confererPreCCden‘Cd ^  h ca r," * ™ n g  
and hundreds of delegates travelled fro  M " * *  rCCOnvcncd ° "  March 26 
Moses Mabhida', address. w " ^ w a ? "  i T '  ? *  ^  S“ ‘«  '• hear 

introducing discussion u W* acclam»tion.
education department of t h e ^ P U S A ^ : ^  ^

i,i,,,,r,f " a,‘ ,,r,>«»«»■* ^ c y  „ f 
would say he is a most wor,hy |,r jr Bwhhis^n Cr)f5,1,c,e*r presentation. 1 
and significant political dimension .o ,llc /W?>?TJVr "  pipCr add * lar8' 
teachings of Karl Marx... Political Affa.rs symposium on the

Comrade m 2 * E K  iHusTra*tctTbm ^ " I“ ' ‘° "  " 0' in ca^  road. „  
doze,, African s.aies (the l a r ^ m * " n ^  —  Already abou, ,
embracing 25 per cen, of th e^ p Z T o n  and ,0 * COn,,nw"> fol' ° "  «*• paih 
coniinery The trrmrn(JouJ 1  P7  , ' T  ° f ,,,c »f «he
Marxin Lrninisi idea,. lhr , 2 c a n  rr >P "-  k ‘ P in ,hf *PP« I of 
advancements in Ethiopia. M o t X " ,  "  'S ™ " " '-  ***•' and political • 
Algeria and other African slates dramaiir.ii ' ,C Rrnubl'c of Congo 
- a l „ m  has a winning fu,urc *ha, creaiive scientific
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In.tlte immediate ihthkI, limiting would |M'rinii nmialism in Africa m take a 
greater leap forward than the destruction of the fascist apartlieiil regime i/i 
Smith Africa. Kucism w w  wiilt tin- profit system of capitalism ami the ending 
til < apn uliftin and ilir building of socialism will err H r all lhr favourable 
conditions for ending this monstrosity mice and for all. Ilie historical experience 
of the multinational, multiracial Soviet Union has given the world an example, a 
surety: if the correct Marxist-Lcninist road is followed, this inhuman ideology 
and practice will disappear from the face of the earth.

Yet until that happy hour, Marxism demands day to day. hour to hour 
unrelenting struggle against every form, expression and act of racism. As Marx 
and Lenin regularly stressed without this day to day struggle, the workers will 
not be ready for "the decisive hour". This means, among other tasks that 
Marxists must strive with all their might to rally and unite all workers, all 
democrats, all decent people to reverse the Reagan Administration's open racist 
embrace of this vile South African bastion of fascism. This so-called "realistic 
strategy", or as Under Secretary of State for African Affairs Crocker calls it. 
shared interests." are but phony euphemisms for an evil racist alliance against 

the interests of the working peoples of South Africa and the United States 
„  r  “.!• A/.rlC* mU*  b'  1u irln ' ined and the Tight for mandatory sanctions in 

all fields of life against South Africa must proceed deeper and broader than ever 
before.

The road of revolutionary struggle is arduous and difficult for any people. But 
for the working people of South Africa, for our embattled Communist comrades
jn "its tortured land, the battle has been and is especially bitter. The number of '
jaded. tortured and murdered is phenomenal. And there is still no end

This afternoon we lower our own fighting Marxist Leninist banner to honour 
their heroism, their precious memory. For our martyred South African 
comrades -  Communist and non-Communist -  we repeat with Mara his 
passionate sentiments about the Communards of Paris: they are "forever • 
enshrined in the great heart of the working class." As for their torturers and
murderers, we also cry out with Mara that "history has already nailed (them) to I
that eternal pillory from which all the prayers of their priests will not avail to I.
redeem I hem. 7 }.

After the conference Moses Mabhida travelled to other cities in the I’;
United States to address public meetings under the auspices of the CPUSA .

I S



MARX BELONGS 
TO EVERYONE

By MOSES MABHIDA 
General Secretary of the South 
African Communist Party

^ o ^ z z r :^ x  r>::r
from defenders of private owner,I,in i Culat,on5 naturally come 
and (he exploitation of (he many by !he few ° s  Pr° fit' C° lonia,i5m 
confine (heir attacks (o die (heorv n  i cr,,IC5 ° f  Marxism
shamelessly (uming a blind eyeon  ihe*01'** C"* if ic»oc'» li»m while 
imperialism. se(ders, missionaries traders a'nd^ff '.n" ,Cl' d by a* cn“  of 
rapacious system by force and frau I m- W ,mP05cd 'heir
A - .  America. Ausla.ia  and oleanta 0" S ° f PCaia" ,S A f” Ca*

prac(ise a foreignl'ysiem oTidcas"eithe ^  AT ' C° mmunis,s P rcach »nd 
In truth. Marxism-Leninism S.i, . ° f a'*y ° lhcr con‘in‘,n<-

differeiK names for an identical bo.lv f t ° C,a,js,n a,ul Communism are 
satisfactory explanation yet produced of sociaT ch 1,131 pr° vid“ th« ol,,y 
one social formation to another iho r  • n®C‘ >C ,ransition from

..... .... ............ ,b ° m '• *

* ? »  • - ^  -  - . « .

...................^
manifested in the AmenVan R ev it '-1"  r‘ ,a,,'<l s,ruclural changes were 
,?K9 a" ' 1 ,h<' (;r« at Oc tober Kewdul'ion'of'm  7 R, v,),u,i<)n ,,{

in

1—■‘-'■‘'■MVii'ni Ki r ' i  I,  >' yj - iji.ii , I n< L -u  ̂ ,

’ The first of these great political upheavals established the legitimacy of 
armed struggle by colonised peoples for the right of self-determination and 
ndependence rqm foreign rule. The Declaration of Independence or 4th 

Ju ly 1776 .. the common property of all humanity. So i, the French 
Revolution which brought about a transfer of power from a semi-feudal 
aristocracy to the nsmg class of capitalists; the owners of banks, factories 
and joint-stock trading companies.

The third of these great political revolution, opened the way to the

planned e “ “  S° C" ‘y ^  ° "  Pub^ ‘ ownership, a
5 . S o  r °my ' cqua ?  ° W “  ind  ,rc* ,mcm for 3,1 withoutdistinction of race erred or sex. a n f  fraternal solidarity through eoual

a iT J t h  *VC pmert‘ br,Wec"  ' * rSon5 ° f d i^ ren t nationalities -and cinnic communities.
The Soviet Union's socialist community, as yet only in the lirst phase ol 

grow towards a fully fledged Communist society, embodies the visions 
and hope, of enlightened people in all countries and at all times ’

Karl Marx wa, a, much a product of the AmeVi^an and i French 
Revolutions as my generation or Africans is an i.lheiitor br the Russian 
Revolution. He and hi, lifc-long associate Frederick Engel, contributed the 
car lest claw analysis of the bourgeois revolutions, wrote the Communist

revolution.0 ^  lhcorf‘ ica' fou" d« i°n * of tht proletarian

Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov. Universally known as Lenin, the founder or
° f * " d3,i*  — • -  * «> n„.n , and diligem

itudeni ol Marx and Engels He carefully examined and a barbed the
meaning of every Itn eb f thfrir'enormous literary output applied their
7 ..... f  ' ■ * * « .  of c ijA ilijm , ,„e K , , , '£
or revolution and the construction or a socialist society • .

aroM w  •,',orn , v , 8 ; r j , r ai ,,,caRc i,r 6 5 * ■■* » . — ^ago. W t have assembled here to pay homage and expreu our appreciation 
great gemus whose unremitting study or the dynamics or the capitalist

downralL ,>rW U£1,° n ° f ,rium phl- crim«  >"d

J- c n in  was bom in 1870, He bridg..... he gap between M ar, and Engel,

>o«iH T  i VK,allMS an<l " U‘ Revolution which made
| Die the realisation or their aspirations for a new ty ,*  uf civilisation
"  ”  — '«« - a b le  children; women and men to d i v e r  and devefop 

nationality.* "  d’Sfr,mi' 'a«i» '* " "  K -«n d . „ r  sex. race, religion or
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M arx ’s contribution ■ •:• .
Marx and Engels were distinguished scholar, ~ n • 
revolutionaries. they received i classical I 1 35 acl'v?
<>f the iiCnuent inid.il,. , i  education, common to members

.ju-mselvcs conversant with the Tn-ii p o . £ "

z ; :K S r: z : ^ ,;;;,: ; r ciopcd and «■-

he achieved in a sywen, fharac ' ,,,a‘ suc'' "«>•“  and claim, could

r*-*—  o' "■■■ « * rindividual profit,making. common good to

aim was to establish a science of ‘ ' U' l mp ° y a,cr,t antJ exploitation. His 

principles and 50,111 f° Unda,i° n ° f

i.c'Ltje i r r m a,,rTlc,ing hu a,siKn,,u-n* ̂

i t z . ‘"d .........“■»-*£*' ^ r r r s t s :
Forward-looking Africans, inccllcciuals workers a„H 

throughout ,he Continent, are hungry for ,bi. , peasant,
information about .heir world and how to change it, U kc m 
too turned to Marxism-Uninism for the L  ,  d 
revolutionary social change. »'eory and practice of
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I
f
f

My Road to M arxism  •*'• . v.„ .• ,, .........<
A good way of assessing the impact of Marxism on poor nation, and their
“ ‘J  USUa" y Callrd dcvc,° P inR- underdeveloped or even 
undeveloped a  examine its influence on individuals. Forgive me for 
making myself the subject of a ease- study; after all I ought to know myself 
better than anyone elsel 1 . . ; fT

Capitalist crisis and imperialist war were conspicuous in my social

j~ r , r ^ z s .... ...... ...........
1 "* * * '*  yrar> old the great depression of the Hungry Thirties hit

Dcceml T i v "  ! ?  m "  '  j' ’i" Ctl lh r ^ r n u n i s .  Pariy' in
cm her \ J U  at a highly critical stage in the Great Patriotic W ar of the 

Soviet peoples against the N aii invaders. ,
• At that time ,p,c Party was trying to organise a popu|ar front against

fascist groups m South Africa and for defence of the Soviet Union in its 
desperate struggle for peace. v  . union in n f

I served my apprenticeship in the Pa.ty and trade uhion movement 
during these stormy years. In study circles and by reading Marxist classics I

E«!ween n i;MSag, d 'n‘°  ? " " *  ° f " P “ aliM " P ^ ^ o n . ’ ih t  relation,»uween it and national oppression and the reason, ’ for ‘ race 
diKrm.,nation. My most important advance came from ‘acceptance of the 
alliance betw een,!* Party and ,l.c'African National Congr’ess between 
soa-l revolution, and national liberation, between socialism anjd' majority

Like other Party members I grappled with the toncepti of historical
natenalism. dialectics, (he labour (henry of value, the origin and nature
U  dasse, the law, regulating ,he transitions from one kind

of stKial format,,,,, to another; the principles or socialism and its history in
ihc Soviet Union. 1 h,s material was of enrtrmous bchefit young African
Marxists; it gave them a historical perspective from which to evaluate
qua lly of traditional Afr.can socieiy and the damage inflicted on i, toy the
gent, of colon,alls,n. Afr.cans were able to see themselves as the victims of

a great historical process of conquest.dispos^ion and exploitation and
« acquire understand,ng of ,he tasks to be under,aken in the ,tru«rle for 

hberauon ami fucial justice. \ «rugg,e tor
None of this newly acquired knowledge came easily. My parent, were 

poor. of peasant stock but deprived.of ancestral lands by the invading 
sugar baron, ^ .  effectively controlled Na.al. My mother a devom 

’ d W' " "  ' Wi"  r,vc y‘ ar,i ^ v in g  seven children ,o be

I
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s  ..........
four or five years of xhuolinir I U* *Ul “ *uId provide the mean, for only

...........•  “ - "• • •  “ d

M arx on P rim itive  A ccum ulation

the Sunder* o f s c i c m ^ 'w t h l ^ A H 0 ,Camcd fr° m  a Wudlr of 

»*,c relevance o f M arxi,, w7 T n*,T o  a  7 . T  ' °  dWr"  f° r * f“”  ! " * " - • « °n

Africa. Marx * accoun, of primitive accum ? Pln° m ° f c *P ,tali,m in South 
matched by (lie history of the Zulu to 1 1 i °"  ' ,n“ ancc- coultJ be 

Natal, as i„

expropriation o f African land by white s c it lm ^ n d 0, ^ " *  *ht> CrrCC'* ° f 

herded us into -reserve,' (nowadavs r l l l t  n ,hc,r * overnmcn«« who

Homelands), forced us through taxes and Barm,,Uns ° r  officially
village, for the labour market and work rccru,,'"8  »*«<«. to leave our 
than subsistence wage, 35 m,* ran“  u" d"  contract for less

I cannot chink of a more striking « . *
than Marx' brilliant Reneralisaii acc“ ra,c description of this process 
Chapter 26: *™ « a l. .« ,o n  ,n the firs, Volume of Capital. Ear, 8.

. ■" .h ..
moment, when grral m#Mr| of arc " j  ?/ orm*“ ° " :  bul *bove .11. t|los«. 
meins of ,ub,i„e„cc. a„,| h u r l j  a, f “  . X ,  (T ' b'* ,or"  -heir

notable defeat on the Briti.l, in ,| f  g rmC,■ innic‘mg *
succumbed to the enem "  * "  i o r r ^  ^  “  ,» " dl" a" a . but 
earned them a mention in Frederick En te^ 'h/^ .!.™ *1 ba,tle' hovTever.

o f ik -

communism- Engel, d a lm X h w  .h cT u lu i a ^ *  d ^ h " ^  primi,ive 
army could have done. achieved what no European

under .  h a " ' . ' o 7 * b u l ! « " 7 / o A " 2 * dv*ncfd 
infantry - lnd lhrew lhfm ^  ^  ■ £ .  * £ *
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M arx on Colonial Expansion through Conquest . . . . .
In passages such as this African, recognise .hemselve, a, victim, of colonial 
conque,, and imperial,,, greed. We learn that the development of the bijr 
capitalist power, take, place by mean, of the under development of the 
poor peasant countries, that in d u s t r ia ls  countries obtain the capital, for 
industrialisation from ,he extraction of precious metal, and top ica l 
products in ,he colonies. Marx was one of the firs, scholar. ,o «,abli,h  

C° l ° mal P 'Under and ,he industrial revolution. In Capi.al

r i  S I "  "" ...... . c,|>h*"”!: ■» <■*»«•

par, on bn.le force, e.g. ,he colonial sys.em" "  pf" d ,n

svs?emngM '  ° f Variou* hi« ° ' ia n .  on the ‘Christian, colonial

SSL  andn0Hod,,Ind £  T Z Z  '"' T "  *
century -  , “ is one of the most extraordinary'“ eU,'^ 0 ° ^ ^ ^  
bribery, massacre and mcannctt". . ... ireacnery.

o n W h T f r i c ^ i n S ?  ? T T  "  “  WC"  k,,OW" ‘ '"” **>** colonialism on South Africa in 1652 when 1, planted a settlement of Company .ervant,
and hanger-on at the Cape a. the southernmost extremity of the

^rriand^n:panr por,cd ,,avM rrom Africa *nd ̂  Ea* ■»*«.Ia" d of ,he mdigenous mhabiian,,. and ,et off a reiirn of war, 
in ° , X r M a C,<Pr0Pria,i0n again“  ,hc independent African , . „ e ,  in the

t he descendant, of the early wttlcr, from Europe cling ,0 the pracice of 
■n outmoded colonial ,y,,em. involving gross racla. Z ^ a d o n

.°f T ”  r!Rh"  "  '* ***''” *  ,hU ‘^ “ “m known y apartheid, that the oppressed people have raised ihe banner

,“ ; : r for » - — «  *  -  -



Al ill*- picM'iii lim r •niirt’ than W> million Africans an- confined by law in 
leservationx coveting only 13 (teicem  ol tlu* country's surface area. The 
reserves or Bauiusianx have been divided into 10 separate stales with llie 
iiiKiition ol liusiraiing tlu* African aim of uniting all national groups into 
3 single people under a democratic constitution, that will guarantee: 
equality of rights and opportunities 10 all.

Loss of land and deprivation of-rights are not peculiarmo  the. colonised 
|H'oples of Africa. Did not the Indians of America, hoili Norili,and South... 
suffejf, ihe same fate at ihe hands of foreign invaders? Are the Australian 
’Ulack-iellows' not victims of ihe same historical process? Colonialism was a 
world-.tvide phenomenon; its consequences continue ■ to plague the 
liberated colonies. Hut where else can we find a true explanation of our 
problems and solution than in the writings of Marx.and those who apply 
his incihod of analysis and basic concepts? .

Studying the works of Marx we learnt that racism was nor just an 
emotional aberration of white immigrants, it has its roots in the Capitalist 
and imperialist system of exploitation. The events in many parts of posi- 
indcpcndcnt Africa have shown that black capitalists' can be just as 
efficient at exploiting their people as ihcir white neo-colonial partners.

• i •,«* • •«!
T h e Crisis of C ap ita lism  ■: , . . ...0(
I referred earlier 10 the great depression of ihe Hungry Thirties.. In my 
country; as elsewhere, the depression gave rise 10 great 'unemployment.1 
wage cuts and severt reductions in living standards of working people. The 
workers in South African industrial centres fought back under (he 
leadership of ihe Party, only to be met with ,bullets, and batons, 
deportations and detentions. One of our leaders,'Johannes1 Nkoji, the 
I’arty branch secretary in Durban, was hacked 10 death at a mass rajly held 
on 16 December 1930 in protest against wage cuts and pass.laws.

We remember our martyred dead both lo honour their memories and to 
remind ourselves that the present sufferings of Black workers in South 
Africa arc due lo the continuation of ihe violence perpetrated against 
them by the ruling class. .. , ,

Once again capitalism is in the stranglehold of economic depression, one 
that is even more prolonged and severe than its prcdecccssor of 50 years 
ago.- South Africa, as part of the Capitalist World, is also facing 
unprecedented economic difficulties, but, as usual the main burden is 
being carried by the oppressed black masses.
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Capitalism Is o n  ihe verge o f‘economic collapse-. As- in the 1930s 
jxiwerful force* ate at work looking for u way out ihtougli work! war, even 
at ihe ri*k of nucleaf annihilation'. We have no reason lo tup|M>se lhat only 
a totalitarian Male-of the-Nari ty|>e can mobilise a population for such ii 
war. It can be done also by a so-called democracy with absolute control 
over the mass media and a huge secret service such as the- FB I and C IA  
constimid. i f i . j i . - '  •' • .«• •’ '• '»
■ Secondly, foil I lie' sakeof self-preservation and out of a sense of moral 

rcs|Minsihility, the people who wain peace must intensify iheir .efforts to 
Slop the arms race;'force government to s<!ale down ihe enormous slocks of 
weaiMins, and renounce ,war'as a means of settling international disputes.

Ideological attacks on ihe Socialist world and the Soviet Union are a 
cover for imperialist greed, ihe search for markets,’ raw-materials and 
profits. The movement for |>eacc is necessary in our own interests and to 
protect socialism against those who wish lo destroy it. Capitalist 
governments and their academic spokesmen may prcfcrlo ignore or deride 
Marxism as they did a century ago. They cannot however ignore ihe 
socialist world. Its existence and growth are a practical demonstration of 
the validity of-Marxist-Leninist theory..! shall therefore say something 
about the significahce of the 1917.Revolution. ........

T h e  Marxist word bccame flesh in the October Revolution. People who 
call themselves Marxists, non-Marxists, Trotskyists, -Maoists or F.uro1 
Communists spend t more lime in abusing the Soviet i Union than in 
attacking their alleged opponent the capitalist system. That fratricidal war 
began during the Revolution when Mensheviks, Revisionists and the entire 
tribe of Social-Democrats repudiated ihe Bolsheviks in the name of 
individual libertyiimd human rights.
■' The'only comment 1” wish to make is that socialists who leject the 
achievements of socialism in action can hardly expect to persuade people 
lhal iheir version of ihe new world will be better.I • > ‘ "

In global terms the Soviet Union has changed the balance of forces in 
favour of peace, the colonised, dispossessed and exploited. There is a 
direct connection between its emergence as a world power and the process 
of decolonisation lhal set in after the October Revolution and with 
renewed vigour after ihe defeat of Fascism in the Second World War..

Liberation would have come lo colonised people through their own 
efforts in the natural course of historical development:'bul it came the 
sooner and more readily bccause of the stand taken by the Soviet Union 
against foreign domination, ihe colonial system and national oppression.'



T S Important,
domination. identified ii a, * specie, „ f  0n’' nU r‘' rn,‘ of f " 1'*"!"!
Il>ai ilie coloniied ................  national tipprrliion, and urged

•#.-* j +js z s u i z i t s * ?  •*" ‘L,minority in Europe- . . secession as any national

Second International durine ill r  *V* or alcy m confcrenecs of the 
famous f « » r t  Z S  * ? *  ° f , h h « ■' » •

The National Question ' '

tin* death of 20 million S< ™ ' arm“ *'n.vasion that resulted in

inequality is a lengthy process ini I nation of actual national
against all survivals of nat | VmK J  s‘ubl,orn a"d  |>ersisient struggle 
border r e g i o : ; : ; ^ , ! " ^ ; ;  .««*>«»* slavery*, 'fhe

■opplfin* raw material. f „ , manuY.Jtmt i h c M t ^ r h "

course of time. The Twelfth C o il *** .Sprf ,r,ci1 antJ ,mplcmcnied in 
• ^ ^ u a . i .y o f ,e g a I^ ^ ^ ; »  ‘ ^23 that though 
itself solve the national problem of ini, ■ ath ,cvcm cm - «  «*W not in 
elim inated ‘only if .ie a l and n I . r,*°* '"equalities. I his could be

prolrtaria......., 1 ' V " ' ?  *  " *  R “ ‘“
aiu l cultural advancement' Ŝ  crc reonom ic

. ,™ ' ‘ -  ■? » ..............-
Already in 1922. when the Uni 1 c • 1 subsequent decisions, 
established the claim could hr inati*' "1 ' K .'“  **. S‘,v,<’1 Republics was 
"I the national upuhlii* into the 11,^" ' ^  " Ua'" '"  ll,a ' ,,l<‘ integration 

in ............... ............. . a * « ► ..........
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and voluntary consent; In the succeeding years, the ..quality ha*
iMTfHiii* uruiul mill iiiunifrM. • • ,

A. Yuri Andropov re,„l.,k<,l las, l)e,ember when celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of the birth of the USSR. I listory ha, fully liorne out the theory
o Mara and I 411111 that the nationalities question can only be settled on a 
clus, basis. National discord and all forms of racial and national inequality 
and oppression receded into the past together with social antagonisms’
• .Many countries in Africa are still plagued by inequalities and nvalries 
between ethnic communities. We can learn from Marxism-Leninism how 
turn -.lies diversities to good account by giving each community ,he 
opportunity 10 develop a , language and culture within a 1 ingle Mate system 
adhering to the principle, of 'national in form, socialist in content'.

To achieve the goal of unity in diversity, however. Africa and other 
developing countries will have to liberate themselves from claw divi,ion, 
exploitation and national oppression. Tbi, they cannot do unle« they 
liberate themselves from the yoke of capitalism and imperialism.

Marxism in A frica
1 he prospect of achieving workers’ power is Mill some distance away inmost 
part, of Africa Eighty per cent and more of the population are peasants the 
working class „  ,mall and concentrated in a few industria. centre, and por' 
town,; worker, are not organised in political p ,rlic, : and on,y ,  handfli, „ f 
Marxist-Leninist vanguard parties have emerged 

To these objective obstacle, mu,t be added the enormou, influence of 
ooma institutions on the constitutions, legislature,, administrative 

apparatus and economte, of developing countries. ITiey have been 
emancipated from colonialism only in a formal sense. Political power ha, 
been transferred; many or the external fealurn of the culture are 
traditional; but the content continue, to be colonial capitalist

I ante, and government, are often dominated by the middle c la „  of 
educated and professional people who enrich themselves by manipulating 
the state appara.u, and large public cor,H,ration,. I I ,e *  have taken the 
place of expatriate companies of (he colonial era but continue lo depend on 
and work wtth foreign capital represented by government,, international 
finance and multi-national conglomerate,. This wai the combination of 
interests that Lenin considered to be the driving force behind imperialist 
expans,on. It persists. in spite of the formal, constitutional withdrawal of 
oW fashioneil colonialism; and woiks closely in conjunction with an 
expanding indigenous bourgeoisie.
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conflict of imercsis col,al>or“ ' or» »harptns ,|lr
be.wren worker,. pea,am. .m i « T n  ■CW,,,ua,e» lhc contradiction, 
intellectuals have turned to Marxism f "  "h*" ^  lmpor' ai"  group* ‘>f 
class formation and Ihc a p p r o n Z / f  ‘  T " " '  of
proper,ylcss urban workers and ,>oor |W ° I # dcfc" cc of

or a w : ; r : ™ hapcindi^ — -
socialism in an underdcvcloned an I . I ^  *' con,,1,u,'n£ islands of
But they are Marxist-Leninist in outlook'"“ 0g,Cal^  backward continent.
» lve  the main problem of briniritw about the dclermined to
socialism. transmon from capitalism to

fU,UrC dePend* on
intellectuals, workers and m-asam, ,1 . «c«ucrcd groups of 
recognise that socialism alnnr i ' roughout ilio continent who 
.he continent's problems o f 'T ! ! * Sa,,sfac,0r>' antJ las'i"g  e lution to
‘e co lo g ic a l backwardness and

live on M " • * « »  who ^ed .00 years ago
••he tools without wh^h wc will n o / b H b l C° re' ica,: he has giv' "  «  
freedom and socialism C ' °  eonHruct a life of peace,

* ,* I •

(See Editorial Note, -  'US Marx Centenary Conference'.,
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. ' J,.i»

WORKERS' MILITANCY 
DEMANDS TRADE UNION 
UNITED FRONT

’ •!. • |" •».-

By R.S. Nyameko

The jiast year contiiiued the African workers' upsurge in trade' dnion 
growth and strike action — both founded on the urgent need, of our 
workers, our people and our entire movement for liberation t*f our 
couniry7 • ' ' '  '■ ‘" i v  • ..

All racist regime, in' Sdiith Africa, irrespective of political complexion, 
and acting on behalf of the employing class, have sought to crush attempts 
by African workers to organise trade unions of their own choosing by using 
measures of repression, the shooting of striker,, detention;.imprisonment, 
torture; murder, banning and exile of trade union leader, and militant 
workers. ' • • ' i ... i

All such measures of repression, coercion and intimidation failed to 
achieve their aim because of the determination of the African working 
class to defend itself against attack, by the racist regimes. We pay tribute 
to the working class leaders and organisers, many of whom were member, 
of the Cummuniji Party, for their dedicated, heroic struggle, in the past 65 
year,. The movement suffered severe setbacks by reason of the banning, 
and removal of at least 150 dedicated and experienced trade union leader, 
under the Suppression of Communism Act.
• -We commend the courageous and per,i,tent effort, of workers and 
organisers to fill this gap by producing new leaders and forming new 
unions.
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I tic wave of strikes from 1973. die display of worker*' power destroyed 
the facade of industrial peace. The regime's introduction of works councils 
and liaison commlltecs was nullified. The workers declared clearly that 
these councils and commiuccs cannot take the place of trade unions,. •

The unabated strikes, followed by the Soweto uprising of 1976, forced 
the regime to appoint the Wichahn Commission.1 , ’ . „ • ' • 't '

The subsequent adoption of the Labour Relations Act of August 1981 
reflects the significant advance made by the working class and liberation 
movement. For the first time in our country's history the racist regime has 
been forced to reverse a |>olicy that has been in existence since the 
beginning of the century.

I his policy was to exclude African workers from the collective 
bargaining system and discriminate against them in the labour market.

Race and class domination did not begin with apartheid. What the 
apartheid regime did was to intensify the basic components of the 
exploitative system and adjust it to changing economic conditions.

Monopoly capitalism is more responsive to changing conditions than is 
racist apartheid. The primary concern of capitalism is to maximise profits 
and for this purpose it wants to make the most economic and profitable use 
of labour resources. The Black workers demonstrated a.determination and 
capacity to organise, and the international opposition to apartheid 
mobilised by our liberation movement became a significant factor in 
forcing capital to accept the inevitability of change in the labour market.

Every advance of our struggle towards liberation gives rise to 
manoeuvres and manipulations by the ruling class to weaken the Struggle 
through reformism and class collaboration, both of which are encouraged 
by such institutions as trade union registration, industrial council 
participation, closed shop agreements and stop orders «  all contained in 
the Labour Relations Act. The Constitution of the Republic of South 
Afiica Act 1983 ((‘resident's Council) ensures ultimate control by the white 
ruling party, with a new preamble which affirms commitment to freedom 
of worship, antt-commuiusm and private enterprise.

We are confident that reformist tactics will be of no avail against a 
united, |><iliti< ully conscious and militant working class which clearly 
understands its leading role in the struggle against class and race 
exploitation. I lie controls introduced to hamper the efforts of trade 
unions, both registered and unregistered, will fail i„'s iop  their progress 
towards emancipation.

... --------- ■ A ............. ,»»Ul..U<U

Our trade union movement has sufficient experience to overcome the 
obstacle* raised by such device* a* regimation, conciliation board* and 
Industrial council*. These device* ihould not be allowed to constitute an 
impediment to unity on the basis of sound trade union policies and the best 
interests of the working class.

W hat the F igures Show
A glance at the recorded strikes (not all strikes are recorded) shows the 
increased upsurge in class consciousness.

In 1973 there were 370 strikes involving 98,000 workers. In 1974 there 
were 101 strikes involving more than 22,000 workers which caused the loss 
of 67,000 mandays. In 1979 there were 36 reported strikes in South Africa 
involving 21,000 workers.

By the end of August 1980 the number of reported strikes was 61 
involving about 95,000 workers.

The National Manpower Commission Report tabled in Parliament on 
25th May. 1982, stated that there were 342 strikes in 1981, nearly all of 
them illegal, involving nearly 93,000 workers, 93 per cent of them black. 
The worst post-war year was 1973, when there were 370 strikes involving 
98,000 workers. ■ •
ti The Eastern Cape and the Pretoria Wiiwaicrsrand-Vcrccniging area 
each accounted for more than 27 per cent of the strikes. Both areas are 
experiencing rapid unionisation of blacks, particularly in the metals and 
motor manufacturing industries. Forty-eight per cent of the strikes were 
about wages.

Despite the growing repression of 1981 1982. the regime has not had its 
own way. In 1982 more strikes took place according to the Department of 
Man|>owcr figures.

The number of workers taking part in strikes, the number of mandays 
lost through them and the average length of strikes were all greater than in 
1981.

The record-breaking strike figures reveal that there were 394 strikes Iasi 
year, compared to 342 in 1981. A total of 141,570 workers (none of them 
white) look part in these strikes an increase of around 50.000 over 1981. 
More than 365,339 working days were lost through strikes and work 
stoppages a sharp increase over I98l's figure of 226.000. This means 
that nn average around 1.000 workers were on strike each calendar day last 
year, most of them Africans.
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The average lfttKlli olstrlkes and stoppages, regarded by labour experts 
as a key indicator of strike activity, also increased slightly! While 2.<14 man 
tlays were lost per striker in I0HI, last year's figure win 2,58. Strikes by 
coloured mill Asian workers accounted for just one sixth of toil time.

I liese strikes do not include the Day of Mourning tilled  by the F'ood and 
Canning Workers' Union and the A FC W U  «-’• Tor Thursday 11th February 
to commemorate Neil Aggeii's death. Despite short notice', this'political 
strike was sup|M»rted by FO SATU . SA A W U . CUSA; M A C W U SA /C W U , 
C.AWU and M W A S A .«'» The workers were asked to wear black arm bands 
and stop work between 11.30 and 12 noon. .• •, ..

It was estimated that about 100.000 workers responded to ‘the call in all 
the mam industrial centres and in the fishing hamlets and smalf ioWns of 
the Cape Western Province.

Here arc a few extracts of an assessment of this stoppage by branches of 
the A IC W U  and FC W U  from Cape Town to East London in the Cape 
Province, from I lout Bay lo St. Helena Bay on the West Coast, at
Industria, Isando and East Rand and Durban. "> • • .

“ We saw die half hour work stoppage both as a commemoration of the death of 
our comrade a.itl a warning to llir authorities who are conducting their vendetta 
agamt the trade union movement. The workers rescinded to the call With 
great conviction and determination.**

"At one factory, in a country town where workers are ‘supposed lo know'thcir 
place, the woikers were ready to ban all overtime work until the criiiiloycrt 
finally backed down and agreed to pay for the half-hour stoppage. •

"All the workers participated, even those that aren't usually al union 
meetings. I he committees and workers at each factory decided themselves how 
to use the half-hour, but in most cases there were tributes to Neil Aggcu. some 

.. . * *‘ rv,c‘‘' !U,‘* *inK'"K• Some Ionics stopped on ihe road at' 11.30,"
I lie response ol the progressive trade unions was that this time the State had 

gone (no far. . ):
In I'ort Klir.abelli and Uitenhage, unions described the stoppage as a 

complete success'
In hast 1-ondon about 6.f>00 workers downed tools for varying periods."
‘n r WV, “ V'“ |,' Cloril- ,l,c Wc*  K *"11- «'•«■ Vaal area and Sasolburg

more than 30,000 workers participated in the stoppage.'"'; ' ’ ' • •
Ihe protest was well SU|»|>orted by organised workers irt Maridburg.. .An 

impressive J0/„ of the workers to whom the call for a stoppage was directed 
responded in a disciplined way to an issue of far-rcaching significance."

"Despite considerable management intimidation there was a good response to 
he call for a stoppage in the Durban. I lammarsdalc, Tongaat. Estcourt 
inetown, hmpangem and Jacobs. Mnoi River. Umbongintwini. Ros,burgh
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Ilic  events of February I I  are of great significance in the history of 
labour organisation in our country. Organised labour in their respective 
unions stood together anti put aside their differences over this issue. This 
unity of the trade union movement was a fitting tribute to Neil Aggcti. It 
could also be. the basis of further unity anti coo|x*raiion of a more 
permanent kind in the future. ,
■*'V I*. . * ,
TUCSA T rcach cry
I he events of February I lilt also ex|M>sed the treacherous behaviour of 
TU C SA  ( Trade Union Council of SA). In the CUnrn of Monday 15th 
February 1982; J.A . Crobbelaar. Ccncral Secretary of TU C SA  said:

" I  UCSA unhesitatingly distanced itself from any call fot; industrial action in 
connection with this S|>eciric tragic event. TUCSA did not believe in supporting 
negative anions which (lid not find favour'with the workforce in general and 
which would only have the effect of discrediting all sections and elements of the 
labour force.”
His statement was calculated to please the government. The 30-minute 

stoppage of work was the workers' expression of anger at the murder of a 
trade union leader. By 'distancing' itself TUCSA exposed its betrayal of 
trade union and woiking class solidarity. It revealed itself as the protector 
of white privilege.
!' The murder of Neil Aggett evoked the widest protest. The protesters 
included acadcmics. scholars, students, liberals, national liberation forces 
and workers. Their indignation was echoed throughout the country and 
the world. Here was a medical man who without hope.of material reward 
gave his time and services to the workers' cause, a medical man who 
broadened his professional feeling to the working class to include 
underpaid and victimised wage earners. •
• In this struggle we saw who is friend and who is foe.

The Commercial and Allied Workers' Union (C.AWU) and the National 
Union of Distributive Workers (N U D W ) both disaffiliated from TUCSA in 
protest against its stand. 'These unions arc to be commended for the lead 
they havo given lo other unions affiliated lo TUCSA.

Workers' militancy was also displayed in the strikes and demonstrations 
which eventually forced the government to withdraw its contentious draft 
Pension Bill, in terms ol the Bill, employees would no longer be able to 
withdraw their [tension benefits when leaving one job for another, only one 
third of the total |>ensinii could bet akin out as a lump sum on retirement, 
and there were other restrictions which letl the African workers to believe 
they were Itcing robbed of the fruits of their lalxHir. that money due lo
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i Iic iii would never in fact he paid over. In addition the African workers 
were fed up because at no stage had they or (heir unions been consulted 
over the terms of the Hill. , .

Ity South African standards it is extraordinary that the regime should 
have scrapped a proposed ilill in the face of pressure from thc African 
workers. Recent experiences have demonstrated that Afrian trade unions 
have arrived and are here to stay. Hundreds of agreements have already 
been negotiated between unions and management, opening the way to 
collective bargaining and substantial benefits for the workers. Though 
recognition agreements vary considerably in form and content, they have 
common features. I he emphasis is on building up and consolidating 
support, factory by factory. 1 he union skills of factory representatives are 
being developed. The sco|>e of. union activity is also being broadened. 
Hecausc loss of a job also means loss of residence rights for African workers 
in urban areas, the unions have demanded a say in the formulation of 
disciplinary, grievance and retrenchment procedures/

Yet in this field too T U C SA  has 'distanced' itself from the workers and 
condemned the African workers' strikes and protests against the draft 
Pension Hill. I UC.SA leaders have appealed to employers not to sign 
recognition agreements with African unions, to insist on the upholding of 
the traditional industrial council system and the elosed shop, both of which 
preserve the privileges of the minority while workers. Anna Schcepers, the 
1IJCSA  President, warned businessmen ■ “ that they would reap 'bitter 
fruits' if they sowed further seeds of dissension in the life-and-dcath 
struggle between traditional (i.e. white dominated) unions and the new, 
more militant black union movement." '** * . ,•

I he progressive black trade unions have cxjioscd the myth spread by
I IK .SA  and the racist regime that the black workers now enjoy “ freedom 

of association" and that the wage gap between black and white workers has 
narrowed. '• •••'•,:• ». i., , , . i

What kind of freedom of association” do the workers enjoy when no 
fewer than 32 black trade union leaders have been detained in the last year 
(1 hozamile Gqweta, SAA W U 's president has been detained no less than 
nine times) — and all of them tortured by South African security police 
and those of the Scbe regime in the Ciskei? When trade union offices are 
raided and trade union officials continuously harassed? Black miners who 
go on strike are still given bullets instead of bigger wages,

/

As far as the racial wage gap is concerned, the following is a table of 
average monthly wages in rands: •

Mining Industry 11 Manufacturing Iron. Steel, Engineering k
. .  . Industry Metallurgical industryAfrican . S|6 1
Coloured ,«6  „  365 5M
Asian 680 . 446 567
White(K) 1332 1283 ' | | 60

The black progressive trade Unions therefore have a tremendous task to 
win true freedom of association, to step up the fight against the negative fea
tures of the Labour Relations Act, 1981. for an all out attack on low wages, 
for homes, against mass removals, pass laws, influx control, for access to 
skilled work and for social and political rights.

During the pkii year many black unions have demonstrated their incrcas 
mg level of political awareness. They have joined with community organisa
tions to fight against increases in bus fares, rents, electricity charges and the 
general cost of living and called for the rejection of the President's Council 
and the new constitution and opposition to the Bantustan traitors and other 
collaborators.

T rade Union U nity
Steps have also been taken to build trade union unity. Following the first 
unity conference at Langa on August 8. 1981 '»», and building on the mili
tancy of the workers shown ov^r the Aggett murder and other issues further 
unity conferences, were held last year -  in April at Wilgespruit and in July at 
Port Elizabeth. -  but the desired unity has still not been brought about 

On April 9 antj 10 this year, several hundred delegates representing seven 
iradc union groupings and over 200,000 workers almost the entire emerg- 
mg mainly black trade union movement - voted to set up a feasibility com
mission which has.been entrusted with the task of forming a major new trade 
union federation.

The groupings, which agreed to. work towards a new federation, were the 
('deration of South African 'I radc Unions (Fosatu). the General Workers' 

Union (G W U ). the African Food and Canning Workers1 Union (A FC W U ) 
and the. Food and Canning Workers' Union (FC W U ), the South African 
Allied Workers' Union (Saawu). the General and Allied Workers' Union 
(Gawu), the Ca|x- Town Municipal Workers' Amociation and the Commer
cial. Catering and Allied Workers' Union (Ccawusa). .. .

Union groupings which did not vole in favour of the federation were the 
Council of Unions of South Africa (Cusa). the Motor Assembly and
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Component Workers' Union (Macwusa). the Orange-Vaal General 
Workers' Union and the Municipal and Ceneral Workers' Union 

Karly in May CUSA and M A CW U SA  announced their readiness to join 
the feasibility commission. Later Orange-Vaal C W U  also joined. The 
commission met on Ju ly 2, reported progress and agreed to carry on with 
the work of uniting the black trade union movement. The aspirations and 
tasks of the April confcrencc were expressed in the following statements: 

Mrs. Emma Mashinini. general secretary of Ccawusa. said they were 
backing the new federation "to form a united front against capital and 
state repression."

Mr. Jan Theron, general sccrctary of the A FC W U  and FCW U, said the 
formation of a federation was wanted by the unions' members. He said: "The 
time is long overdue for the formation of a new federation which can speak for 
the workers of this country and tackle the task of properly organising workers".

Communist P arty  po licy . ’ V "
Our Party s policy on trade unionism has been formulated and presented 
consistently for more than 60 years. We communists work for maximum 
working class unity on a progressive anti-capitalist and anti-racist 
platform; reject syndicalism or craft unions and strongly siipport industrial 
unions which embrace all workers in a particular trade or industry; reject 
authoritarian or bureaucratic tendencies in trade unions and stand for 
workers' maximum participation in the management of trade unions. :

In the South African context, the Party has always urged the adoption of 
an open door policy which accepts membership by workers of air races 
without discrimination. This is the basic principle laid down in the Party 
Programme of 1962 which attributes racial divisions in the working class to 
the conditions or capitalist exploitation and competition. The Programme 
insists that the fundamental interests of all South African workers, like 
those of workers everywhere, lie in unity. •

At the same time our party calls upon the black workers to oppose 
incorporation into white-dominated 'non-racial' trade unions.

The first step is for black workers to organise themselves into strong 
viable unions in order to ensure in non-racial unions that the principle of
democratic majority leadership is applied.

Our party welcomes in principle the moves towards the formation of a 
united trade union movement. Therefore it hails the recent unity meeting 
m Cape Town as well as the establishment of a feasibility commission to 
reconcile the different approaches to trade union unity.
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We call upon the various trade unions to ensure that such a Federation is 
radical and democratic, serving the interests of the working people.

To facilitate the goal of one Federation, it is crucial to encourage 
general workers unions gradually to phase themselves out and thus form 
industrial unions: that is, one union fo r one industry.

To generate a climate of unity and co-ordination, regular trade union 
meetings and continuous dialogue are needed to achieve joint action in 
tackling the burning issues affecting the workers e.g. retrenchment, 
unemployment, mass removals. President's Council and Koornhof 
genocide bills. (

Though we oppose registration, industrial councils and closed shop 
agreements, nevertheless these should not be obstacles to trade union unity 
and should never be elevated to the level of principles.

At this stage, we are of the view that affiliation to international trade 
union centres will be a divisive factor and therefore .urge non-affiliation.

Although all these groupings are committed to the building of one trade 
union federation, there are'still many obstacles — controversial issues, 
divisive infjuenccs. competition and rivalries among unions. All these must 
be discussed patiently in a frank and honest way. So much is at stake, so 
much to be gained’ by the formation of a single.united trade union 
federation, that every effort must be made to remove all obstacles from the 
path of unity, v, ' •'

Above all a united trade union movement could tackle the huge task of 
organising the majority of our workers who are still unorganised -  on the 
mines, in the railways and harbours and on the farms. We call on all trade 
union activists, members and supporters of the national liberation 
movement and progressive workers of all races to unite their forces in an 
assault on the bastions of white supremacy. Our demands are:

For the right to work. V /  '-- ’ r"  *
Equal access to tkillrd^Wurk. . ’ • .,
Higher wages and improved working‘and living conditions. ! /
Removal of restrictions on movement and residence. <
Decent housing for al| workers and their families.
Removal of restrictions on the right to strike.
Abolition of undemocratic controls on trade unions and their leaders.

. Close co-operation between trade unions and community organisations 
expressing the will of the people and their determination to manage their own 
affairs without intcrfcrcncc from ilic racist -bureaucracy.
Full cituenship rights, one parliament and one country for all South Africans of 
all national groups. Votes for all. .
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Defend the Fatherland! Overcome 
Underdevelopment! Build Socialism!

• ' • *}• 

FRELIMO FIGHTS FOR THE 
FUTURE OF MOZAMBIQUE

t *

t * i • » •  •
The fourth, congress of (he Frelimo Party, Mozambique's Marxist- 
Leninist vanguard party, held in Maputo at the end of A p ril, wai an 
hiitoric event, not only for the Mozambican people, but-for all 
progreuive and revolutionary force* in Southern Africa. It brought 
together 677 delegates from all part* of the country, 183 invited guem 
from various spheres.of public life in Mozambique, and 145 foreign 
guests, representing 65 parties, liberation movements and solidarity 
organisations from no less than 54 different countries. The congress was 
conducted in a spirit of m ilitant enthusiasm, open and uninhibited 
debate, and. resolute determination to achieve the three objectives set 
out by the keynote slogans of the congrcss: Defend the fatherland I 
Overcome underdevclopm entl B u ild  socialism I '  O u r-sp ec ia l 
correspondent explains the background to and significance of the 
congrcss. • , ,
• I• * .» , » * *
The first, congress was the- foundation of F R tL IM O  in 1962 The second 
congrcss in 1958 witnessed the,, decisive triumph of the revolutionary 
democratic line over narrow, reactionary, bourgeois and tribalist trends in
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