47

weighted have the scdles always been against Africans,
Thiere can be no doubt that thls decision was made in deference to the
wishes of the Boer deputation .
The Deputation &s4mauﬁam&L&g&iﬂid:Qetbgz?n=$ha-ZthﬁoﬁmNeveMber.(lees)
n_jﬁiﬁggiiﬁéyﬂobjected to the "retoria Convention as a whole

because they had zgrasai only afreed to 1t under compulsion and as a tem=
porary measure, They objected to the western boundary of the Transvaal
as encroaching on thelr rightful territory; they objected to the imkarR=
rerzexnf Sritish flesident as a derogation of their national intergrity
and they objeched to thé Imperial veto on their native legislation,
Amongst other things they demanded the re-affirmation of the Sand River
Convention of 1852, freedom in dealing with African tribes on the west-
ern Transvaal border,and addition to the Transvaal of the lands of Mont-
shiwa, Moshete, Mankurwane and Mossou, In support of this last claim the
they put in a historial resume that thelr predecessors in office had
conquered and expelled Mzilikazl who had over-run all these countries,
and that therefore Bechuanaland belonged to them by right of conquest,
They fortified themselves by clting the deeds of cession made kmxkhmm
by some chiefs =Moshete and Matlaba and Mosssou - to their former pres-
ident Thomas Burgers, They referred to the Keate Award as a deliberate
avulsion of the Transvaal, bl Pl

Lord Derby in repiying @Eﬁéﬁgé told xkemxkthsat the Deputation thel-

- Montshiwa and Mankurwane objected on behalf of themselves and thelr peo=

ple to being included in the Transvaal, and there was a strong body of
feeling in Engiand in favour of thelr independence unless they were unde
British protection .

While willing to concede to the demands of the Deputation i most
things, FardxPErhponasradamants aven to the point of modifying the
Transveal boundary to ineclude an additional 2,600 sq miles of land being

TN parts of the lands of Moshete and Massou, Lord Derby/was adamant in 2
M,Jmfwﬁesistiqg the 1nclusio%» tshiwas;xggé territory*and the Missionary
ransvaai. 3

—

Trade Route
E%e establishment af a Brifish protectorate over the iands of Mmmzki

tshiwa and Mankurwane was at the same time decided upon, and a comme
1s&ion was issued to Sir Hercules Robinson to protect British intereshs
in Bechuanaland, and -the High Commissioner recommended the Rev ““John
aékenzie to be Special commissioner on the spot to assist him, Macken=-
Zle was not a persona grata in the Transvaal , He was too outspoken e
eritic of thelr ™ative policy", and no sooner was his appointment kwaw
known in South Africa than there there was an outburst of indignation
against it , expressed in telegrams of protest to the Colonial office,
The news of¥ bhe new delimitation of the western Transvaal boundayy, and
the probabke establishment of a British Protectorate over the countrieg
of Montshiwa end Mankurwane a2t once incited the freebooting volunteers
of Moshete to greater activity, and they determined to get possession of
those lands in anticipation of the proclamation of a protectorate, They
held several meetings in March to arrive at this desision, On the 1st

i3a of Aprii/Gey van Pitt¥kus, "administrator of £ the land of Goshen" and
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)In reply Motshiygxﬁtote

leader of Moshete's volunteers gave Montshiwa ffour days notice to quitg
thsese farms at Reoigrond whichllontshiwa's people had never wholly: vace-
ated in spite of the exp ria a?b provision of the Snyman treaty of
October 198%).Montshiwa ﬁagﬁg nd said he would regard any attempt to
dislodge him as’ ‘an act of wary The Goshen volunteers andweredby turn-

" 1ng their‘cattle and horses 1 the Parolong ripening =zme cornfiélds

ﬁnxxhnxiﬁxhlnfxMxxxxnxxnxtgxxXngxxhnm:ﬂnnxnnttmnxxﬁn xhimxxxnnﬂ;ayia
bodyof-men—to- expalﬁhheﬁ_ﬂneebeeteps fro
né—xnnk—eeeagéad~$ae—p&a

also notified Motshiwak%?ﬁ b@ir intention to survey his land xnxnnx

ik mpxirkoxfarms , occupy t, set it up as the epublich of Goshen a d*
Jcut 1t up into farmg./'; < vaawnt jhab s hssbetn v fopd k%: sgﬁ ;ﬁ;i,
it 38 ot Mimon fhe Land o? eh you write

My people iving on’ the lands thelr fathers 5ived - the land
of th olong.™ /or,‘c.i Zf Aev Of;am.u(i-((cr P n..: e pp Z,..,@(c
On~The 12th of May, after gf‘ing Gey van rittius due notice, Montshiwa
sent g Yerge—tody-=6f men to expel the freebooting volunteers from Rool- |
grond whixkxkihm across the Trensveal border, which they did, burnt thelr
huts, and occupied the country .

On the 12th of April, the Rev J, Mackenzie had received the followlng
orders, inter alia from the qigh Commissioner @

The case ol the persons laying claim to the so=called Land of Goshen
would appear to differ materially from that of the present European
population of Stellaland, The farms assigned to Moshete's volunteers
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* Liberal- mimcleel, Urbare cvcel oveén “’M""“’;"“Z_“l‘i‘i‘“ s .
>, % "In reporting thigtéggansigence of Lord Derby to the Voiksraad, fresi-
dent raul Kruger "He could not say that the British Government
I had not been willing to hear them, yet it had been induced to withhold
juctice from the Deputation by lies and fraud on the part of traitors x
and intriguers of whom Mr Mackenzie was one, There were officfals of
Hepr la jesty whom Her Majesty must mmimkwm believe, He said that if IHer
Ma jesty really caused an impartial investigation to be made, Bhey would
learn the whole truth, At present the (Dritish) Government went on the
letters of liars, The Govermment in general , and Mr Gladstohe on part-
1 cular were influenced by the opinion of the English people to whom
they must give account, If it had not been for Mr Mackenzie and the
High Commissioner, everything would have been right, These liars had
stirred up the people to stand in the way of the Govermment,"
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in Montshiwa's country have never been inspected, surveyed; occupied or
improved, Moreover the territory left to Mmmkzkiwa the chlef Montshiwa
by the new Convention is so limited that no portion of it could well be
alienated, and you may find yourself obliged to order the ejectment of
the persons now trespassing at Rooigrond, In such a case it may happen

. that prompt and decisive action may be necessary, and should you feel

yourself strong enough, you are authorised to take such action as may
seem"to you to be desirable without delaying for a {mbther referene to
me,

Mackenzle went north, and arrived at Taungd(Taungs) on the 36th of
April and at once entered into treaty with Mankurwane after explaining
to him the nature of the protectorate over his country. From Taung Mac-
Kenzie went to Vryburg and with the cooperation of Gert vean Niekerk,
the "administrator " of Stetland, secured the submission of that state
to the British erown,Me then visited.Moshete at Khunwana to find that
the chief was in complete darkness about the moves that détermined the
destiny of his country in the recent Convention and was now blaming Ex=my
everybody except himself, rom Khunwana, Mackenzle went to Mafeking,
where he arrived on ¥ the 20th of May, There was great excitement amo-
ng the Tshidl Darolong at the arrival of their old friend John Mackenzle
in his new capacity as a messenger of Queen Victoria to restore order
and bring peace to their strife-torn country, The Chief Montshiwa was
especially delighted at the prospect of the establishment of the Queents
authority after petitioning for it for so many years and the constant
fear of 1ts being snatched by the Transvaal , It is an intersting pyscho
logical problem that Montshiwa was happy to lose his independence to the
Eritish Government, but-was bitterly averse to losing it to the Govern=-
ment of the Sbuth African Republic, It was like a choice between drown-
ing in clean water or in dirty water, The¥ end resuit is the same,
namely loss of 1life, ; -

Eut Montshiwa had said it many times that he had the greatest con-
$fence in the humanity and justce of thé British Government and its
sepresentatives, while for the Government of the South African Republic
he' entartained feelings of distrust and dislike,

Maekenzie firsh went to Rooigrond to warn the Goshenites thak who were
st111l in camp there that the Queen's authority was now extended over
Montshiwa's country as defined by the London Convention, He was accome
panied by Kebalepile, Montshiwa's eldest son and heir, Stephen Lefenya,
the Chief's secretary and the Rev Stuart Franklin, the Wesleyan missiona
ry stationed with Vontshiwa, : relicungel (6 Mafekensy ihonel {0
As Gey van Pittius however declined to meet Yackenzie, the lattewr wrote
out a public notice and sent it to him: Public Notice

" To the Europeans now residing on the boundary line between the South
African Republic and the Darolong Country at a place known as Rooigrond
and to all whom 1t may concern :

Public notlce is hereby glven that it has pleased Her Majesty the
Queen to establish a protectorate in Bechumnaland and for that purpose
among other steps, to enter into a treaty with the chief Montshiwa, by
which that chief concedes to Her Mjesty jurisdiction and authority over
all white people and black people within the Barolong country.

In terms of my commission as Beputy of His Excellency the High
Commissioner and in accordance with the treaty now mentioned, I hereby
declare the whole of the Darolong country to be under the protection,
jurisdiction and authority of Her Majesty the Queen etc(C,4194 ,50)

On Thursday the 22nd of May 1884,a treaty was entered into
between the Chieff Montshiwa and xkmxRexxdshrxMazksnzie Deputy Commiss-
ioner John Mackenzie representingbier Majesty's Covernment, whereby
Montshiwa ceded jurisdiction of his country to the Queen's Government,
The ceremony was performed in the royal kgotla before a large and exci-
ted gathering of tribemen, who applauded the Chief and the cémmissioner
to signify thelr approval,

B After the fhkmfxkadxmzds hizxmarkixhiz zsnxKebatspiis
treaty had been signed (or marked) by the Chief and his son febalepile
and his nephew Israel M lema and other princes, Christopher Bethell,
Stuart Franklin, Edgar ﬁowla d and J,Mahon attested the signatures, A
prayer of Thanksgiving was t ‘offered at the request of the chief ,
and then Montshiwa's cannon and a volley of musketry was fired to mark
the historic occasion and the Joy of the people,

The crowd had not yet dlspersed when there was a report that the

Rooigrond freebqofers had gone across the iine on the northe-east from
the éirect{on o? Qeerust, énd hag rafded lMontshiwa's cattleposts at.

Tlapeng ¢ak.. e
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taking hundreds of cattle and sBeep. This was an early indication to /
Xsnsxkixxy Mentshiwa and his people of the contempt with which the
men of CGey van rittius trasgted the assumption of a uthority offer Monts-
hdwa's country by the Queen's Government, and that the chaotic state of
affairs reigning in the western Transvaal border hadxmmkxyrk was ldkely
to continue,
Mackenzie followed these cattle, and made representations to the landdro
Otto of Zeerust, and also reported the matter to the Reitish Resident
at Pretoria and to the High Commissioner, but no tangible result was mkk
obtained, 2
From Mafeking WMackenzle travelled westward along the Molopo river
and entered into treaties of submission with the Chief Makgobl at Phits-
halle , &ard Chlef Bonokwane at Morokweng, and “hief Letlhogile at Canyesa
returning to his station at Kuruman on the 2lst of June{ to Hith#ea deta-
ile report to the High Commissionex, . _
By Mackenzie's treaties, the whole of the country north of the Cape Colo
ny, west of the Transvaal and east of the 20th Amgxamm meridian of east
latitude became a Eritish sphere of influence,
Ins spite off this, the Goshenites attacked Montshiwa on the 13th of
June and on the %% 20th there was heavy fighting, The Batolong had
gone our with thelr wagons to reap their lands at Dishwaing =Buurmans
drift and Lucydale - the reapers belng supported by ragimmmksxmf the
Madisakgomo, Matsetse and Magodu regiments ( 24 to 32 years age groups)
altogether numbering about 300 men, They were attacked by the Goshenite
frxam and intersepted in thelr attempt to go to Mafikeng. A sharp engage-
ment  ensued and continued from morning till late afternoon, both sides
suffering sevdre casualties, Among the ﬁarolonglﬁkain were Chief Mon-
Tshiwa's son Makgetla, and also his cousins Isaac Mococe and Mowwanyene
The Boers lost about half that number, .
When the Barolong arrived at Mafikeng in a funereal mood by reason of
the death of thelr prince,Montshiwa upbraided them "Who thinkk you must
die for his fatherland 1f not the princes ? Think youthat an enemy's
bullet or ball respects a king¥s son, or that a kinds son 1s dearer to
his parents than a commoner's to his parents ? Away with you and your
heaviness of heart : Makgetla has died well because he has died for his
Sggﬁgiy as we must all be prepared to do . So on with the fight for our
country and our freedom ,"
For this attack of the Goshenites on ¥ontshiwa and the consequent loss
of 1life Inflicted after the Queens protection had been proclaimed, kkar
there WEX®d feeble remonstranceswith the Transvaal Government by the
British Resident and the High Commiisioner, but theme were just so much
wasted time and paper. The Goshenltes went on undeterred in their intent
ion and activities to sieze Montshiwa's country.
Mackenzie left Mafeking at the end of May, As soon as his back was turne
there was renewed activity in recruiting for the ranks of "Moshete's
volunteers” and on the 24th of June, Gey van Pittlusiissueda—preelama-
. ETathe—Yotesbenrin-Prevorta—io JJAll true sons 6f South Africa",
to join the ranks of thie Volunteers upon the understanding
that they would share in the land boo to be procured, which kmxfimiis
with God's help we hope to bring to pass\" ﬁgglished ¥ mit
pRx¥WarxinxthexENXXBREXRBRRRX in kkexistksksx a “retori
published in a Pretoria paper Die Volkstem a“declaration of"War in the
fullest sense against lMontshiwa", and invite
When the British Resident complained of this to the Iransvaal Governme=-
nt, the latter issued a proclamation "stringently prohibiting anyone
from engaging in the hostilities, and mrjmkrg enjoining the Transvsal
officials ,i.,e fleldcornets and landdrosts to immediately report to the
Govermment all persons contzavening the order, Emixmaxmraxmfzmx Emmk
IhExxtkghkeakxhrgdxxpfxkhixxprahipkikanx formall
On the 25th of June, the High Commissioner/notified the Transvagl Cov-
ernment that "a British protectorate had been established over Bechuana
land, and a cession of jurisdiction had been accepted from the Chief
Montshiwa," heed
But ofcourse no one took the slightest naE¥Er of 411 these prohibitions
and notifications, Hostilities went on just as before and were in fact
working up to a climax, ot g R peley 7“%“26
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On the 3lst of July 1884 some 250 Transvaal Boers grom Roolgond railded
the Barolong cattleposts at Tlapeng, sixteen mlles to ﬁhe 55% ﬁorth~wes§
of Mafikeng, and drove away over 3,000 herd of cattle n return they
pgsed along the west and south of the Barolong town, purposely near
~enough to be seen, and thereby lure xke Montshiwa's people to figh
' . ..Sure enough, unable to reslst the desire to recapture thelr cattle, the
'ﬁﬁa~ Baroldng at once =mkkmm wen out to attack, A severe engagement follow
want-ed on the Magogwe sprult e mlles to the south of the village, ebbed
: and flowed, now backwards to Magogowe and now forward to the village as
the Barolong or the Boers dominated the fight,
In the afternoon a contingent gf consisting of burghers from Stellaland
and Harts river agrived to assist their kinsmen frmmxfmzxkan: of Goshen
or Rooigrond, and turned the scales against the Barolong, who were in
any case already short of ammunition, The Barolong were utterly defeated
20 suffered severe losses in 181 killed and many wounded, while the .
. Goshenltes lost only 30 me This was a decisive battlef wherefore the ~
‘JCN@‘Q Tshidl Barolong call it "T¥gele"™ meaning collapse or submergence, The
éeéle> Coshenites and their allies were masters of the field, and Rakmrxkkhay
znitazkadxkheirxsixinxithey mopping up small pockets of reisistance here
and there or forcing their enemy to take to flight, they collected thelr
- s8lain and proceeded with thelr boo to Roolgrond, There was much weep=
I ing and lementation in the Barolon t night, as one after another the
corpses of men who had given their lives for their country and for fres-
dom were carried imkm home, 7k Atad Ke N WA didedbriees iy lnp-Thtie-Cavslion =3
s macBmong the slain were l"athzatnﬁ( Walker and Christopher DBethell, two Buro=
‘i By peans who had assisted Montshiwa, The circumstances of Eethell's death
7¢r‘¢“'were unsavoury and led afterwards to much correspondence and bitterness,
G e Sayg J,Mackenkzie "Mr “ethell and Israel Molema, a nephew of Chief Monts=
At hiwa and mamber of the Wesleyan Church among the Barolong prepared to
escape together, While d-ing so, however,lsraels! horse was first shot
and then he himself was shot through the shoulder, Mr Bethell attempted
4 te 11ft Israel on his own horse, intending to spring on behind him, but
8 not succeed in this, Israel was unable to help himself and begged
My Bethell to leave him and make his escape, While still persisting in
fhls efforts to carry off his companion Bethell was shot in the face, X
The bullet almost missed him, but entered below one eye which was des=-
troyed, passing out in front of the ear, Thus wounded he fell to the
ground and his horse ran away, The first freebooter who came to the plac
place was ap Englishman, He recognised Bethell and taunted him with his
gondition, ethell asked the Englishmen to take him to the camp as a
prbsoner, This man consented for himself but said he would not answer
for the Boers, Then two Boers came up and’ﬂgper taunting Bethsll shot
him through the head, both firing at him, Israel Molema feigned death
successfully while allf this took place, and after nightfall made his
escape to Mafikeng, where he announced to Mr Wright and to Montshiwa
the manner in which Bethell had met his death,"(Austral Africa Vol 1 ,
p 389)Wright had also opportunities of hearing ample corroboration of tk
the story from Boer sources as 1t was at this time rather boasted of as
an achievement," JWKQQM&M g@,{w&., Pl Ctsifernapy. i
Two days after the engagement, Commandaht J,P,(Kotie)Snymén of
ﬁkri&o, the same who had dictated the peace terms of October 1882,came
to Montshiwa to ask for his submission, as it was clear tofrieéend and
foe alike that England would not or could not help him, Though toen and
bleeding, Montshiwa was, however neither dead nor utterly despondednt,
and he declined Snyman's proffered hand, The commandant returned to
ﬁirico breathing out threatenings and slaughter against Montshiwa and
s tribe, : :

Although Mackenzie had been appointed Deputy Commissioner by Secretary
of State Derby at the special request of Sir Hercules Lobinson, 1t

wag remarkable how completely the latter succumbed to colonial views
and prejudices once he returned to South Africa. Mackenzie was now
accused of bedng too partial to the “echuana, and being a liberal, his
attitude to the blacks was disliked, and his policy was steadily unders
mined by €olonial officials Sir Thomas Upington(Prime Minister), Craham
Bower (Colonial Secrstary) and Cecil LKhodes who had great influence wit!
the High Commissioner,and ultimately altered the views and sympathles
of a pesonaliti nevey remarkable for stability, Thus almost from the
day ol }gackenzie’s entry into DBechuanaland he was working under a

running Tire of adverse. criticism from his superior officer, Colonial
members of parliarment, and ofcourse the officials of the Transveal,
. whom he had so annoyed ap the negotiations of the London Conventions
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/" It had been decided jointly by the High gommissioner,uand “ackenzlie to

enbtol a force of 200 police to maintein order on the echuanaland border

and khmyxkas Ma jor Stanley Lowe had been appanted to raise and organise

this force o This #Xiw duty could have been completed in a few days

because there were many applicahts, but instead, it was made to drag on

for weeks and weeks by the intrigues, plots and counter-plots that dev-

eloped among the leading pebple with a view :

1.To hinder the development of Imperial interests, abrogate the Imperial
protection,and remove the Imperial officer from Bechuanaland, Or as
Rhodes put it "to eliminate the Imperial factor,"

2, To extend colonial interests by increasing the say of Cape Colony
and bringing about 1its annexation of Dechuanalend, et

3., To extend the authority of the Transvaal over DBechuanaland, and Bheix

bring about annexation of that sountry ¥ in spilte of the clear
terms of the London Convention and the proclamation of British protect
ion,

The contest was at first concealed, and was as two to one in favour of
the zmimrizx Cape Colony and Transvaal factors or interests as agalnst
the Imperial factor, and after the elimination of the Imperial factor
the contest became axxkrkghkxRigrnkxkmiwsmmxkha one against one,or a
straight fight between the Cape Colony and the Transvaal for the posse
ession of the prize,
5 ¥ gs, the align
ment of forces was (1) John Mackenzie for the Imperial factor against
(2) Sxreximpzuisx Cetkil Rhodes,Sir Thomas Upington
(Prime Minister), and Sir flercules Robinson $Gov-
ernor of Cape Colony) a=amit for Cape Colony and
] (3) Bresident Kruger(and the Transvaal Deputation to
the Colonial Office) and Jan Hofmyer (and the
Afrikaner Bond) for the Transvaal,
From these controversies, #mmkim mysterious moves and double crossings,
o Sir Hercules Robinson has emerged with his lance/and armour rather damee
gag)as a man of feeble will power, a pliant administrator, or as some ore
has ‘put it " a lath painted to look like a steel rod,"while Rhodes
showed the early signs of what was to be his characteric feature as
& man wkkhmunkxzzraptz totally devold of scruples, e R
«<* On the 18th of July, the High Commlssioner groans and moans’ that great
pressure is-brought to bear upon him to remove "ackenzie from his post
and en-the 30th Juuly, with his mind open to this insidious act, this
sabotage, he succumbs to the pressure by recalling Mackenzle under =mme
cover of "wishing him to come down here (to Cape Town)at once to confer
with him", while at the same time authorising Rhodes to act as Deputy

Commissioner d&iing Mackenzie's absence ,. p g A S
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His great rival Paul Kruger says of him/"He.found bribery a aseful all

7‘ wen fine sppeches were insufficpent for his purpose, and he was not

the man to spare money if some object was to be obtained,;;,.Rhodes was
capital incarnate, No matter how base, no matter how contemptible: be it

lying, bribery or treachery, all and every means were welcome to him

f they led to the attainment of his objects,"Memo#rs pp 218-219)
(ﬁe/deceived all Europe and Africa into the belief that he was in love
"WM“ with the Dutch-Afrikaners, and that he had the colonial, as against

| the Imperial interests neares to his heartj. p
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