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THU CQNGFTCSS Tffg P^OPLB.

As a result of the historical calx made by the African National 

Congress &t its Conference in Queenstown, the National Executives of the 

African National Congress, South African Indian Congress, Congress of ‘Qo- 

crats and the South African Coloured Peoples Organisation have decidea to 

call on the people of South Africa to cone together in a gr*at assembly - 

THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE.

The South African peoples' movement can be proud of its long 

record of unbroken struggle for rights and liberty, but never before have 

the mass of South African citizens been silratnoned togetner^ to proclaim t .e 

desire and aspirations in a single declaration - A CHARTER OF FREEDOfc.

The drawing up and adopting of such a charter of freedom is the 

purpose of which the Congress of the People has been called. Never in 

South African history have the ordinary people of this country been enabled 

to take part in deciding their own fate and future. Elections have been 

restricted to a small minority of the population; franchise rig.',te, 

particularly in recent times have been threatened and curtailed. ihere is 

a need to hear the voice of the ordinary citizen of this land, proclaiming 

to the world his demand for freedom.

WHAT IS THE CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE?

The Congress of the People will not be just another meeting or 

another conference. It will be a mass assembly of delegates elected by r.e 

people cf all races in every to-n, village, far* factor,, mine and kraal.

It will be the biggest single gathering of spokesmen ever Known in  tras 

country. The representatives of the people who come to the -onjres* 

consider the detailed demands of the people, which have been sent in  for 

incorporation in the Freedom Charter, and will embody tnem into a d e c U  a- 

tion. Ti.is Freedom Charter will be the South African peoples 

of human ngnts,which every civilised South African will work to uphold and

carry into practice.

By decision of the joint National Executive Committee of the 

sponsoring bodies, the Congress of the People must be held as soon as 

possible, and in any case, not later than June, 1955. In view of the 
tremendous num ber^ delegates who will ce gathering at the Congress of the 

People, a centrally situated place for hold*.* the Congress is beingcon

sidered. The exact date and venue of the Congress will be announced in 

gcod time. The Congress of tne People will bo :»de the occaseion for a 

great cultural festival of the national and folk arts of all scCt.ons 

population.

WILL THE CONGRESS OF T .x  PEOPLE BE ORGA^^SED?

The first task will be to make the whole country conscious of 

the Congress of the People, and to inbue them with a h

tremendous importar.ee of such a gathering. This can „nly be done th a* 

the greatest possible campaign of printed propa^andu aaterial dideiby side 

with a string of hundreds of meetings, house to nouse canvasses and gr p 

discussions. The central aim of all these activities will be to get

of th. country to sp..* for «-» to ,t « U  rf-t < * * * -

Bust be made in their way of life, if  they are to enjoy freedom.
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Every demand made by the people at these gatherings, however snail 

the aatter, «ist be recorded and collected for oonsidoration by the Congress of 

the people for inclusion in the Freedom Charter. In this way, it will become 

the Charter of the people, the content of which has its souroe in their owm ho*es, 

factories, mines and reserves. It has been decided that all these demands aust 

bs foraulated by October 30th, 1954.

CAW WE SUCCEED OH Si CM A_ SCAIJfrr /

The main burden of such a campaign of national awakemrg as this will 

fall on those politically eonscious and active people who make up the membership 

of the national liberation organisations. If the campaign is to succeed, the 

message of the Congress of the People and the news of the Freedoo Charter must be

oarrijed to every ccrn-r of the cour.try. It is unthinkable that the funds can De 

fouM by the organising coomittec- to hire tie large teams of full-time organisers 

ieeced for this work.

J3ut if there is sufficient understanding of the radical changes that 

suoh a campaign can sake- in the South Afncar. situation, then the same spirit of 

self-sacrifice and discipline, which was the hail-tnark cf the Defiance Campaign, 

will be created. With such a spirit, people will once again come forward, volun

teering to give up their holidays, weekends and spare time without pay in order 

to carry the campaign into those parts pf the country where there are no existing 

organised political groups. We must expect from the advanced people in all the 

0ongres3es, these sacrifices msue by 8500 volunteers during the Defiance Campaign 

wno sacrificed their liberty and their jobs in the cause of freedom.

We will create a corps of Freedom Volunteers, who will be the core 

•f  the campaign, and make themselves available to the organisers of the campaign 

for whatever work in whitever place they are required.

HOW TC SET jJO'JT IT

To carry through the campaign, the four Congresses have set up "THE 

SfcTIOKjJ. ACTr.N COUKCIL FOR THE CONGRESS OF THE PEDFLE" composed of equal numbers 

of representatives of each bedy, which will act throughout th« campaign subject 

to the guidance and supervision of the sponsoring bodies.

A CaLL TO THE CONOR SS CF TK£ PEOPLE has been adopted. Every Union- 

wide organisation witriout exception, l- being asked to support and endorse tms 

call. Those organisation;: who dc so will be asked to appoint representatives to 

the Hational Action Council.

The aim is to establish CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE C0KKI7TEES or, a prov

incial basis, ana on a tow: , suburb, faetcry or street basis. At all these 

levels, attempts will be a&de to drew in the participation of overy local or*am- 

sation and group.

The immediate task ir tne establishment of Provincial Coinxittee6 by 

the 30th June. These committees will be coaposid of equaj. rwfcbars of representa

tives cf each of the original sponsors. Their* first duty will b* to convene a 

Provincial Conference, to which every organis tion possible will be invitwd, and 

which will elect additional membf re to the Provincial Ccnnnttee.

Wherever possible, this procedure Hunt be repeated on a town or 

district basis. Only tnrough settle  up such aetiv* connutties on the widest 

possible scale, drawing in thoueaiids of active workers to assist them, can the 

campaign succeed on its gre^tePt scale. Through these aoacuttees, th* demand 

of the people everywhere will be gathered, the people be eanvnssed and looal 

delegations to the Congress of the People be- orgeuLsed.



s r i . s s s  r r s u ^ r  — ot ** ^
to achieve the demands set out in the Freedc.. 4 1 *

pnv to MQBILI5F IQ* THE C0NCBF.S5 OF THE PEO^E-

' nf the coning Congress of the People cannot inspire .

£  I f  i S r f i n  peoples mindB with their own burning 
people unless everywhere, it  is linked - p* P 8pfcaitinp to farm squatters

p r a u M .  and with the vital ^nds «ith their own struggle
the Congress of the People nust be n  * with the fight for trade

against ejectment fro* their hoaes, tJ  tnU5t farm3, wlth the culling

union rights and better wages, to P* P ^  eviction of people from the 

of cattle. Every vital issue, wnethe Universities, the exproprin-
Vfestern Areas, the introduction of s^arthei ^  ^  of voting righta under

tion of property under the uroup £ 3  - *  . with & u  tht. propaganda
the Separate Representation of voters *ct mu. 

for the Congress of the People.

Because of t o i .  of

- j-  zzx  -
presentatives elected by trw people in  any a ; .a  

Congress of the People.

person over the • * .  of e*hteen. . ^ . U « U «  of race, 

colour or e e „  .=11 bo -nUtled to vote for hue re ,r«enttlve .

Since the of the »  of tn. People »
every group in South Africa, it is f European farnt employing fifteen Africa:
posed of the same rnsher of p. ople. - ^  tht! other hand,

representative for e v e .

fifteen inhabitants.

At this stage of the campaign, it not 

whtit will ns-ki up an electoral unit. It it> o d* ^ rcrtl0Q c„n De nade, besed 

been successfully carried out tr.'t a ^0T(' , resort, local cocci ttees will have 

or. the number of local concittees. ■. * — , represented, t-s^d on a
to decide «hat units in their locality wilx hue t. rep ^

target set by the National ~ction Counci..

una tfTI.; PEOPLE V ’T-"-

Election Bay should be rade tht occasion for gn-at politics

stretiens and rallies in ev«*y port of the- land.

i rti jr of del'gates should be held by public

“ ‘ " ’ r r t  ior ; «  *  « * « •  >*— '• 9"c n « “ 8vote st a " e e t u *  of tr.e . 1-Ctors- *,«. be * » i M e .  » «  « < *  « « •

^ — - * “ r~
where the local cotur.it tet organises th- work.

KW  MILL Tr±'i flfT yFxIj&X . ' .t

T h o u w .4 . Of d e l a t e s  converging »  th . central 

Corigrsss of th . PecP:e « , t  M t t  t j  £ > .  

denonstrntions. Wheie a large rau ^  ^  ^  tfcroufh, m at be

Freedcr. Processlont. t6 m . .  - ^  arr:uigcd to carry

o r ^ e e d .  re S 5 > u i  should bend

- e  ^  da,S f .r  to

reacn the Coogreas.



It  Is obvious thnt the Rational -ction Council m i l  * * bĵ 0

' W  the hill for » « « » • “«  C h a r tt r 'L i\ L >  Congress, the

-  sacrifices necessity to see thot

their chosen representatives re,eh the Congress.

k

w p  WTT.T. rVi' THE BILL?
.  . . th_ . ion£ll Action Council will require tremen- 

In spite of t is, the * . i ° a .l A e t  ^  Con_ e8S 0f the People

dous sue:3 of money to see that i cop., that delegates art provided for at
gets ,„to every home in the Una, no « o »  ^  ^

Z £ Z : * L  C o U S- r “ le ..hoiirseiIe e v e , opponu ,.,, to collect 

funds from the people for the campaign.

Not only - t  every sh o rter  so asked to

. .  * .

Congress.

"he campaign for toe Confess of tM  People is not a cespaign for 
, - h t h ar the voice of the

members of the Congresses nion.. All thoM  who wis ^

people East be encouraged to join in. ---

1 orH t or*" ls^.tions Who rwfuae to take part,# will
Those pec^le and t..ose org^ . opinions of the ^ajcrtrity

etano exposed a. ferine  tne deBoer. ^a lle g a tio n s  of .11
of South xvfrican citizttx, and will lo^e uus v.

decert freedoa-lovirg citizens.

In such ». cacpaifn as t..is, thousands of ne» active .ork.rs will 

rally to the support of these .no eve  initiated

W e r .  of th, t o  ^  ”  . L i n g  of the
-„:akj.ng it possible; ^ r  Uo -o * .. . -u p - u  write and adopt.
Fro..dome set out in the C a rte r  which our people -ill w n  .e

-  f s -



SUPPLEMENT -RY KTOBT 0? iTE oBCRHT JC-'.T

OF

THK AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

ON
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ON THE 1MH, 17TH, 1OTH A lyTH EHCBIBBR, 1954*



SUPFUMXNTiRX REPORT OP THE SBCfiffARIAT

OP

THB AFRICAN NAT IONAL CONGRESS 

OK

THE CONGRESS OP THE PEOFIZ, 

SUBilTTED TO 

THE 42KD .aNNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE CONGRESS,

held in Durban 

ON THE 16th. lT̂ H. lgTH A n?TH DECaOZR^—

I have preat pleasure in submittingHo yoa e report °n the

for the o p e n in g  of the Coogree. of t J  
oided UDOT by the last conference of our Congress. In order to l^lemen 

this pigantic task the conference instructed the national executive to 

0**11 a meet inf? of the executive coninittees of the South ..frican In ian 
n y* thft South *frioan Congress of Democrats, the Scxith .^ftrican Co- 
loured Peoples’ Organisation and other democratic bodies which subscribe 

to the orinoiple of full citizen rights for all, for the purpose of ob
t a i n i n g ^  heir oo-oper at ion in creating a "truly representative convention 

of^the^people of1*uth  Africa." A conference of the national executives 

cf the abwe-mentioned organisations was consequ 
of llaroh, 195A-. to consider a memorandum placed before it by 

Natianal Congress. The d e m e n t , which is a^exed A1 ,

explaining the aims of the Congress of the People, stated that.

"The main task of the Congress will be to draw up a Freedan 

Charter for all the peoples and graips in South 
From such a Congress ought to ccoe a declaration ’*hich will 

inspire all the people of South Africa *Lth fresh hqpe for 

the future, which will turn the minds of the people 
from the sterile and negative struggles of the past and the 

present to a positive progranme of freedom in our 

Such a Charter, properly concieved as a mirror o a 
South African society, can galvanis* the people of South 

Africa into action and make them go over to the offensive 

against the reactionary forces at wort in 0^ 7 r ^ -
stead of being perpetually ai the defensive, fighting

guard action all the time."

The unanimous decision of the four organisations, representing the AfriQan’ 
Coloured and European people of our co.ntry to co-sponsor the

aQRftirhlv of a mass character at the oonrerenoe

° r , r . f i S o S  » »  V t  erf .tSpTor- rd  in our struggle for deao-
of 21st March, I7 morKea a a v r.lanninc caonittee to

S : : 1ul, T S t. U  p i-  for^the C«*elgn.

S V 4 ^ Co f\ h . pUanlJg o ^ i t t e .  - T n« o T ~ eof

the Joint e x e o u t iv e s  during May,» J* „ d th Freedom Call is attaohedThf̂ ed̂  SSl 2 -  inspired document, 
herewith marked .uuiexure • will retain its imression on

S T H Iror tnej aiTj __ The aocentance of the plan for the

I Z Z ;  l ^ ^ e e s ^ S  the People, .M o h  1.14 4o«> the bs=l. £ o W .l n -  

£ ? £ £  support S d  »hioh obeyed the « s « i s .t i e n .  “
£  r o e d e . f  p - i M .  f r » t  *  — ^  the p ^ l e ^ . ^ ^ U f e ,  -

£  hooes .^afforte^oe' .Unique opportunlt^of o » .o U 4 .t l ng « r  org.nl.s-

tiana.
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It enabled us to work with the different sections of our people in closest 
oo-cperaticn for the achievement of a ccnnonobjective.

3. When the National Counoil again net on the 15th /mguat, 1954, under the 

Chairmanship of the President-General of the African National Congress, 
Chief a .J . Iiithuli, to consider the details of action, it recorded the 

tremendous enthusiasm of the sponsoring organisations throughout the Union. 

Conferences already held on provincial and regional levels in the different 
parts of the country showed that the idea of the Congress of the People had 

captured mass ii*%tnaticn. The meeting, among other things, accepted a 

detailed plan of aotioa for obtaining the support of other national bodies, 

popularisation and publicising of the Campaign, organisation of provinoial 
3r.- regional oonmittees and enrolling and training of volunteers. The 
firet stage of this plan has be<»n coexisted in all its major aims in the 
following manner:

a- Support of other organisations. Other national bodies have 

been twioe requested to participate and co-sponsor the Con

gress of the People. To date the National Cac^aign Comittee, 

the Textile Workers Industrial Union, and the African Laundry 
Workers Union have agreed to beccoe co-sponsors and the matter 
is still under the consideration of the South African Labour 
Party, the South ..ftrican Naticnal Union of Students, the Pood 

and Canning Workers Unicn and other organisations. Co-opera
tion of a large number of other organis at icons have been ob
tained on provincial and regional levels. It is regretted 

that the Liberal Party, after protracted negotiations, deoided 

not to co-apcnsor the Congress of the People. It did so as it 
was not prepared to participate in a Campaign which envisaged 
the irawing up of the Freedom Charter by the representatives 
of the masses of the people of our country.

b. Riblicity. The Cac^paign is publicised by means of mass 

meetings, conferences and written material throughout the 
country. Cc^jies of the Freedom Call were printed and dis

tributed in thousands in :-,ulu, Ehglish, Sotho and Xhosa. 

&jlietins and other written materials have been regularly 

issued both from the naticnal headquarters and the provincial 

and regional centres. The Cpxipaign evoked encouraging support 
free many sources. .»mong the messages received is one from 

^  Dois, the famous American Negro. Other messages in
clude numerous international organisations and national or
ganisations such as the Labour Party of Great Britain.

°* Organisation. The branches of the Congress have been geared 

to acocaplish the gigantio task successfully. A certain 

ruaount of confusion resulted from a mistaken view, prevalent 
in 3ome quarters, that the Congress of the People was an 

organisation and not merely a campaign. This view has now 

been corrected and the position made clear beyond any possible 
doubt. Functioning provincial and regional cocanittees of the 

Congress of the People exist in all the provinces of the Unicn 

and the state of «aoh provincial organisation is a follows

Cape Province: A provinoial conference, attended representatives of tne 

Cape Western, Cape Eastern, Border and the North Eastern 

regions was heid at George during October, 1954-* The con
ference resolved to zone the province into eight regions, in 
most of which active work has been undertaken.

: *» provinoial committee was established at a mass oonferenoe 

held in EXirban in September and has oarried on active work 
since then. Natal has been zoned into three regions, the pro
vincial oconittee also being for the coastal region, in 

aotive cooaittee was set up at a North Natai oonferenoe and a 
Midlands Conaittee has already convened a regional oonferenoe.
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TranavwAl: A provincial oooaittea was fanned in the Transvaal in JUly and 

it has zoned the provinoe into fifteen regions, in eaoh of 
which it ia hoped to set up regional occnittees. So far aix 

of suoh ocmnittees have been formed and nearly all of the regions 

have been visited toy teams of volunteers, and Congress of the 

People volunteers in the main centres of these regions; it ia 

hoped to establish regional ooordttees from these nuclei soon.

Free State: The provincial executive oconittee of the African National

Congress has constituted itself into a provincial oomrdttee for 

that provinoe. Several Congress branches neve done solid work 
for the Congress of the People in their own areas. The 

Headquarters has posted an organiser in the province to assist 
the oocxdttee.

Organisers: Apart from a naticn*i 'Tganiser tKere are fu11-tine organisers 

in the Transvaal, Northern Nata1., Natal Coastal Region, Cape 
Eastern Regi xx, Cape Western Region and Free State.

d. Volunteers: A large number of volunteers have enrolled throughout the oountry.

These volunteers are showing great enthusiasm for their work and 
it is our task to weld them into a network, of groups, under the 

leadership and direction of thej.r local coordttees. «s a first 
step towards this a pamphlet "Wflcoc.e Volunteer" has been pro
duced and distributed.

It has been apparent that the Government has singled out the Congress of the 
Pec^ile for its most concentrated attacks, issuing banning orders to almost all 

active workers, whether listed or not. The whole of the original secretariat 

of the Campaign was immobilised by the action of the *uthoritics. Among the 

first to fall was the Secretary—General of the African National Coftgress, Idr. 
falter IL, Sisulu. The Government treat the Congress of the People as though it 

were a criminal conspiracy and will obviously stop at r.otning to impede and hamper 

its work. It is a tribute to the members and the leaders of the sponsoring 

organisations that they have managed as much support for the campaign as they have 

in face of the heavy Government attack- In this period the organisations have 

again proved that they have the loyal support and allegian >e of the majority of 
South Africans, and oan count on the readiness of the people to rally to the call 
whenever and wherever the Call is made

It is in the light of these facts, that the National ^t-or. Council at its 
meeting of 28th November, 1954 decided to speed up the wholo ttmno of the 
Campaign by:-

( i )  reiterating its decision that the Concress of the People be 

oanvened as soon as possible, but in any case not later than 
JUne, 1955.

( i i )  calling for the setting up of local and regional Congress of 
the people Ccxnmittetse, representatives of the people of all 

raoes, in all areas by not lacer than 30th January, 1955.

( i i i )  calling for the submission of demands from all sections of the 
people throughout the country for inclusion in the Freedom 

Charter to be made not later than 15th March, 1955*

(iv ) Setting aside the period from March 15th to April 15th, 1955

for the election of the delegates to the Congress of the People.

(v ) therefore, called on all Congress of the people volunteers, all 

members of the sponsoring organisations and all supporters of the 

Congress of the People to work ceaselessly' and conscientiously to 

oonplete all preparations for the Congress of the People in terms 
of this timetable.

There is a tremendous amount of work to be done in the forthcoming months. 
Congressmen throughout the country must make the Congress of the People a great 

success. Let the aspirations of the people of South Africa be reflected in the 
Freed cm Charter. We sust mobilise the masses of air people to proclaim their 

demands thrcugh thousands of ocomittees throughout the land. Our people will
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demand their inalienable right to freedom and Justice in a Charter which can 

and must incorporate the fr«« wlahea of the people for the attainment of free
dom in our lifetime.

U S  US SPE.1K TOGETHER OP FRKED01U

MAYIHJYE ApilLil \
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HBKORANDUK OU THE CONORS OP THE PEOPLE SUE.ITTED 3Y THE AFRICAN 

RATIONAL CONGRESS TO TH£ CONFERENCE OP THE SPONSORING ORGaNIS, TIONS

ON 21ST MARCH, 1954.

1. The essence of democratic government, os conmoniy understood, is tnat its 

policies and programmes of action must be an expression of the people. This 

arises out of the simple fact thet the government of any country exists for 

the people and not the people for the government. In the last analysis any 

government is merely an instrumental reality, a means for achieving not the 

ends of the person or persons who happen to manipulate the machinery of 

government, but th. onds of the people. T;.is is wh«t is implied in the 

well-known dicta® 'governo^tn of the people, but the people, for the people'.

Regimes have undoubtedly existed in the past where the ittempt was mt.de to 

carry on the business of go.-rnrent on the basia of the * .pression of the 

will of one person or & roup of persons reprcs«nti.^, oruy a stctior of the 

peo le subject to such goverr^aents. yut -'.ithough euth regiir.os hive endured 

for a season, they have no-where been able to survive indefinitely, for the 

simple reason that sooner or la er the people h.ve asserted themselves and 

have taken action to restore.to its proper place of recognition the funda

mental principle that the will of the people must prevail if stability is 

to be acnieved by any regime-. The Voice of the People oannot be stifled 

indefinitely. The people must end will speak in the end, however long 

they may have remained silent in the past. Human history shows that it is 

disastrous for the Voice of the People to go unheeded for too long.

2. No-one who examines the situation in South Africa in the light of these 

fundamental principles will deny that, as at present constituted, the govern

ment of South Africa is not based upon an expression of the will of the people 

None of the govenning bodies of the country - from parliament through the 

Provinical Councils down to the smallest local authority, urban or rural,

is based upon an expression of the will of the people. a minority of the 

population has arrogated to itself the right to govern by taking Into account 

the will of only a section of the population. The vast majority of the 

people of the country is denied any voice in the councils of St^te by whose 

decisions their vital interests are affected, a state of affairs whicn they 

are not only expected to endure, but in which they are expected to acquiesce.

3. Moreover this situation is net the result of any accident or error of judge

ment. It is a natter of deliberate intention and design. The government of 

South africa is avowedly and unashamedly be sed on the principle of a denial

of a voice in the affairs of the country tq the majority of the people. The 

dangers inherent in tnis str.te of affairs Have been jointed out in and out 

of season, both by the leaders 4>f the voifceless majority and by serious- 

minded and forward-looking lc ders of thought .nong the privileged minority. 

All these have thus far been like voices crying in the wilderness, completely 

unheeded by the power-th t-be.

4. In the a antiae relations between the different sections of the population 

have been deteriorating at a rapidly increasing rate. Suspicion and mis

trust, frustr.tj.on and despair, fear and insecurity - all factors which 

undermine the spirit of mutual understending and co-ooeration wtuch ought 

to exist between fellow countrymen - are st .Iking the land. The country

i3 rapidly being divided into two mutually antagonistic groups - a dominant 

white minority group, whose political parties are almost completely at one 

as far as their colour policies are concerned, and a dominated non-wnite 

majority, whose patience with the status quo is rapidly becomiiig exhausted.
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Signs are not wanting, however, that thanking people in  South Africa are 

becoming not merely concerned, but alarmed at the ever-widening gulf between 

the peoples of the country due to the contimud disreg rd by successive 

South African governments, but more especially by the present government, 

of the interests of vast sections of the p o t a t io n s .  Today it is not only 

th» African who has to content with the despotisn of the South A f r i c a  

government. The legislation that has found its way to the statute Book - 

the Public Safety Act, the Criminal Law Amendment -iCt, the Riotous Assemblies 

and Suppression of Communism Amendment S ill , the Removal of Natives Bill, 

the Industrial Conciliation iunendement B ill, e tc ., all go to show that t e 

government is becoming mere and more reckless in its flouting of public 

opinion, white as well as non-white. Trade Unions, peaceful gatherings, the 

Courts, the Churches, the schools - all these institutio s which normally 

should provide means for the express on of the will of the people are m  rea 

danger of being converted into mere vehicles for the expression of the will 

of a junta of self-opinionated politicafcs.

The time has arrived for the people to make their voice heard and to say in 

no uncertain t e w *  "thus far and no further." The need for a new approac 

to the problems of race relations in South Africa has become urgent./ *his 

need has been reflected in the re-alignment of political arties at ^resen 

in progress combined with their attempts at the revision of policies and 

programmes which hive outlived their usefulness. The emergence of .he 

Liberal Party, the Federal Party, the defections from the United Party, the 

changed outlook of the Labour Party all show that the time is long overdue 

for a thorough-going re-examiration of the place of the different sections 

’ of the population in the South African body politic. lfct the questions with 

which the country is confronted go beyond the competence of political 

parties whose membership is confined to one section of the population.

The broad will of the people of South Africa calls for a much wider basis t. -n

that.

Already various orgunis tions have put forward suggest uns for the summon

ing of nations conventions in which representatives of all sections of the 

population might participate with a view to discovering what can be done to 

draw together again the peoples of this country who have been so divided by 

the policies of successive South African governments.

The Federal Missionary Council of the Mi ton R» formed Church has undertaken 

to °ummon a conference of church leaders of all racial groups at which the 

question of the application of Christian principles m  our multi-racial 

country will be considered. Under its auspices a preliminary conference 

of white church leaders has already been held, to be followed some time 

this yeer by the larger conference to which church lmtders of different 

racial groups will be invited. But this conference whose value and sign

ificance must not be under-rated will be confined to cnurch leader*, and im

portant as the Churches may be in our national life, it is no disparagement 

of this to say that they do not speak for all sections of tne populations.

The Institute of Race Relations also has in hand plans for the summoning of 

a national convention to whcih representatives of organisations operating among 

all racial groups are to be invited. That Convention, when it is held, 

will undoubtedly be marked by fruitful deliberations, but without being un

just to its sponsors, it  is prob bly true to say that it will not be a true 

reflection of the views of all sections of the population as it is l i o  y 

be dominated by representatives of organs * ions and public bodies in whic 

non-whites are either not adequ tely represented or not represented at a ll .

No conference is likely to provide realistic answers to our problems unless 

the views of the non-white sections of the populations are fully and freely 

ventilated and accorded serious consideration. Already the South African 

Indian Congress, in reply to a Request from the

of its views on the question of'the holding ($y the Institute) of a National 

conference of all the people off SouthAfr.ca, which would rowiew and analyse 

the position of the non- European peoples has pointed out that t .as  is a 

question which is primarily and in  the first place the concern on the non- 

European people themselves, who are most directly affected and who for . the 

majority of the population."
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° 2 -f WOrda lt W0Uid *** 0061 aPPr°Priate that the initiative in this re^rd 
should have been taken by the non-European peoples themselves. The 1-ad Tn 
this connection has been given by the African National Congress.

10‘ 2 riLfr Ca"  !', U T !  c‘,n^r8ss' t,,e Prei“ "- political organisation of the

£ £ ■ « £  h' ld ** — ■ »— « . , »

"Conference instn.cts the National txecutivo Committee to make immediate 

prefarations for the organis lion of a "Congress of the People of S .a ”

* r c u o ,T  , " V ®  " ° rT °Ut 0 Charter- for all peoplea and

S S L l  « ^ S T 17' thiS ° "d Conf“ “ “  ” •*“= the African National

th ^o u tt  , r U*i”  t0 C ,U  * 0f »*• executives of
he South African Indian Congress, the Coloured Peoples' Organisation the

South afncan Cor^ess of Democrats and any other d L c ^ t i c T r ^ a i J l T

their co^ODernt tlMn the plan of Confess and obtaining

People of L t h  I m c a ! " 4’ * repreMM“ ‘ i''° "Convention of the

11. The implications of this resolution are cle^,r.

u L ^ e e c U o r o ^ 101” 1 ° ° n«rt39' # ‘  political or* msotion of the
T l  ?  ♦ population, has re Jved to take the lead in .orking
a iresh start in search for c truly South African olicy, which will 

safeguard the fundamental rights of all sections cf the population. The

the sMvnt T i l  bCar th61r Fr° p,jr Shart t0 resP°nsibi 1 i t , f or workir* out 
the salvation of the people of South Africa.

l i L f J ?118 f 4? " ^ 0 taSk WhlCh 18 obvio^ l y  beyond the capacity of any
t01t! Ckle successfullyi the National Executive Cooedttee of the 

otherdcfoern** Con* rfcSS ^ en instructed to seek the co-operation of 

nlTnl T  V 't ,  0rganiHatlon8 i-e- organisations which suoscrib* to the 
of cerSi citiaenship rights for all. Specific mention is made

certain orgurasations wnich are known to subscribe to this principle.

ire- d ^ T t ^ T 1 Con^rc'as ar‘d other sponsoring organisation 
tnilv r ♦ epe t0 en9ure’ thjt th* "Coicress of the People" is

mom representative of the people of South Afrifc*. If we are going to

thwarted 0piraon of th“ P*°Pl« of South Africa ar.d to release their

South A f r l Z ^ l T n T t  7 r 2 Z  C° ' 0pel>-tion in workir«  '<* a Mew
„ *• tnsur( t,iat the arsons attending the Congress are

z i v Z  t' proscnt" tlve of th« People, which means that the people must be 
given an opportunity to elect their representatives ,t  this Congas .

for J n r Z t l  t n t , ° t ” ”  C° r'*r'i3s uil1 *"= to dree up a "Freedom Charter" 
to ™  p“ i  f  an> gro- e ln 3cuth •* *< ” ■ From such a Congress ought

*U 1  lnSflr0 011 «*> Peoplea of South a f r L  with 

“■U0>1 ' i U  turn thc minds of the people a.ay 
from the sterile and negative atruggl s of the puat and the present to a

pr0,?rsr“  of fr“ “ « for all in our life-time. Such a Charter

vsn U e  L r r e™ Vi>d/ e  * ° ir ' 0r ° f fUt“ -° 30Utl1 ktrla ,n  society, can gall 

( 3  7 e”f  !  ° f S°M  AfriM int0 “ *“ » «<* *Hk. them . 0 over t S

£ z z : z n  v ^ at -°rk ^  «■«<** <*
tiae. ' c defensive, figriting senr guard actions all the

' a°n  CS glVC ° n e e %  * °  this »P»c»-maki,« resolution? The
of « ; t„ * "  Executive has al « „ i y a confljrt„ce of 6xe0' tly„

is Z  ^ c Z % T r T ^ V t T T  th‘  W c  proposal

consideration of thi “ *  f“ ‘

~ 4 / .  .
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(a) One tne principle of holding the Con*r.so has been accepted, the 

sponsoring organisations should moke a public announcement of their in- 

tention to hold the Congress on a specifled date.

(b) For the purpose of electing representatives to the Congress of the 

People every over the age of 21. without distinction as to race, 

colour or sex, should have the right to vote.

(c) To this end the sponsoring orgmis tions should undert ke to prepare 

in various centres throughout the country a common roU of voters for .he

Congress of tne People. • |

(A) -ne sponsoring org^nientione should consider the appo ntoent of a 

DelimtetiorTcomr.ittee to devide the country into constituencies on the 

basis of the Voters' RoU and to decide on the question of the represen

tation of the various constituencies.

(e ) Once the Delimitation Committee has completed its work, a * * *  

should be fixed for a General Election of Represent tives to the Centres 

in which all adults shall participate on an equal basis.

(f) Th-s would be followed by the holding of the congress t a date 

and place to be decided upon by the sponsoring organis txons.

(g) The sponsoring org:.nis tions should, wit.iout del1./, appoint a re 

present*tive ’’Ways and Means" Committee to work out details.

»

•
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W S  C A L L  T H 1  P E O P L E  0_F S 0 U T H  A T H  I , C A

b u c k  d ®  iffliS - J S  25  t o o t s ® .  2E J 2 S £ ! ! i

ire CALL THE FUFIERS flFlSKS KE3EEVES <JH> TRUST LANDS.

Let u . speekmof the -rid. lend, « S  the n.rro* .tr ip , on «hloh . .  

t0l j ;t  us .peak of brother, without land, and of children

’ ith£ t  T Z 'T o *  tT-ee « d  of - t t l . ,  « d  of ferdne.

LET US SPEAK OF FR^EDOU.

m  CALL THE MINERS OF COAL, GOLD AND DIAMONDS.

!*t  u . sp^ak of the dnrk shaft., .nd the oold oo^ound, far

fVotu our faini lie  s . _
Let us apeak of heavy labour and long hours, and f men

sent heme to die,
Let us speak of rich masters and poor wages.

LET US SPEAK CF FR’TOOM.
»

*T2 GALL THE ’TnRKERS OF pARMS AND FORESTS.

Let us speak of the rich foods w e  g r o w ,  and the Laws tha* k~ep

US ^ u s  speak of h,*sh treatment and of children and wom^n

^°r°Let^ u 3* sp e ak of private prisons, and beatings, and ot 

passes.

LET US SPEAK OF FRSEDOk.

WE GALL THE WO KERS OF FACTORIES iHD SHOPS.

Let us speak of the good things we make, end the bad conditions

Let u^speak of the many passes and the few Jots.
Let us speak of foreman and of transport and of 

trade unions; o holidays and of houses.

LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.



U  GALL ON TKK TXACHBIS, 3TCDJ5NTS AND THE HD5ACKKR3.

Let U3 speak of the 11 jht that oomea with Learning, and the ways 
we are kept in darbies*.

Let us speak of the great serviods we can render, and *f  the 
narrow ways that are open to us. ,

Let us speak of laws, and government, and rights.

UST US SPEAK OF FREEDOM.

%

vte Gall ran housewives and the mothers.

Let us speak of the fine children that we bear, and of their 
stunted lives.

Let us speak of the many illnesses and Qeaths, and of the 
few clinics and schools

L Let us speak of the high prices and of shanty towns. 

LET US SPEAK 0? FREEDOM.

LET US SPEAK TOGETHER

AIL OP US TOGETHER - African and European, Indian and 

Qrloured. ^oter and vctelesa. Privileged and rightless. The 
happy and the homeless. All the perple sf Scuth Afri.iaj ~f the 
tewns and of the countryside.

•uET US SPEAK TOGETHER r'F FREEDOM. And of the happiness 
that can ooine to men and women if they H ew in a Land that 
is free.

LET US SPEAK TOGETHER CF FREEDOM. And . f  how to 
get it for ourselves, and for our children.

IZT THE YD ICE OP ALL THE PEOPLE BE HEARD. AND LET THE DEMANDS CP ALL 
THE PEOPLE TOR THE miNGS THAT TILL MAKE US PREE 3E REOORJED. LET THE 

DEMANDS BE GATHERED TOGETHER IN A GREAT CHARTER OF PREEITM. /

"7E CALL ON ALL GOOD WEN AND T5<UE, to speak now of freedom, and 
to write their own demands into the Charter of Freedrm.

TE CALL ALL WHO LOVE LIBERTY to pledge their lives fmm 
here on to win the Freedoms set out in the Charter.

WE GALL ALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA TO PREPARE FOR:

THE CONGRESS OF IHE PEOPLE - Whore r-rpresentativos of the people

ef the people, everywhere in the land, will meet together 
in a great assembly, to discuss and adopt the Charter cf 
Freedom.

Let us speak together of Freedom.

Let us work together for the Freedom Charter.

Let us organise together fer the Osngress of the People.

1ST UUS GO FORWARD TOCZTHER TO FREEDOM;
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P R E - C O N F E R E J C E  P R E S I D E N T I A L  
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BRANCHES AID OFFICIALS OP TEE AFRICAN NATIONAL

m a m -

Afrikal Kaylbuyel Fellow Africans!

We are nearin* our Important Annual event - tha Annual /  

Conference. This la an occasion Important to any organisa

tion, and it la even more so with us with an organisation 

that is T’nion-wide, with branches acattered all over the 

country. All ronda this year lead us to Durban for our 

Annual Conference. A warn reception awaits us In Natal.

Natal Is nil excltenant at the honour of playing host to 

the Conference of her ’'other body. It is a long tine since 

Natal had this honorr - over twelve yeers. Let us not dis

appoint Natal, and Con^reae generally,' V- poor attendance.

In a very special way this Conference Is of special 

significance in that, branch members and Congresr officials 

of all levels will be given an opportunity to demonstrate 

by their hundred percent attendance, that the bans imposed 

on our leaders by I'inister Swart, have not in any way damped 

the spirit and enthusiasm of the rank and file, but, on the 

contrary, lias fired each member ill Congress with a fresh de-
M *»

termination to double time, by willingly and happily carrying 

on an extra loed of work, and by sacrificing one's tine, possess

ions and abilities. 'uiijr Cfijifemrico will give us an opportu

nity of showing the A u ^ h o r l t l * r>ur lenders ore le^ ’ inf
In

an able and healthy arny which the lowert "Officer” an<! **ven 

a "Private” , can give affective leadership in tine of crisis,
1

*■( • 
when commanding officers are killed or Incapacitated.

I7E ITJST D D ’DNSTRATi: tflAT CONGRESS IS NOT A ONE—I 'ATT SH077JJ

em gg rcA iK K  of certain  u r n a s .

I have long desired to sueak to branches and the public bv 

way of giving greater clarity on some matters connected with our I 

Orani sat Ion*

...............(1



(1) Th> AfViej»n C o n m u  ll A

Some people art under the wrong impression that* because 

leaders of the African'national Congress are being banned by 

the Minister of JUat^ce «Of theTefOfe, Congress is an illegal 

body. That is not so. Congress i* *till a legal body, and it 

is no offence at U i  to be its nember. Ho doubt, we are a thorn 

on the side of the Government, and sometimes the Police overrtep 

their bounds by intimidating people afainst Congress. Do not 

be kept away from your Organisation by these unlawful lntimida-

tions.

(2) The significance of the FTtadOffi Tfllvntgfill.1.

Subject to the pleasure of onr National xecutive, the Ca n>- 

paighn for the Defiance of Unjust Laws, for good and sufficient 

reasons, was brought to a halt after due consultation with our 

allies, the South African Indian Congress. The Volunteers of 

this Carcpaighn were required to serve the cause of Freedom by 

courting arrest by defying the discriminntory laws which dis

grace the Statute Book of the Union of South Africa. The objectl 

of this Campaign were*-

(i) To register our protest and opposition to these r.Just Laws;

(ii) To awaken politically the norv-whites.
(11$ To prick the conscience of ^hite South Africa.

It is our view that we attained a fair treasure of success in 

our objectives. Congress 1'enbership increased, and rn increasing 

number of our fellow-Vhite South Africans cnme out openly cham

pioning our cause. It was during this -eriod that the liberal 

Party and the Congress qf Democrats care 'nto be'ng. Some 

Churches and individuals in Churches care out nore openly in pro

test against the wicked laws. A« would have been expected, 

there was a reverse effect in so far as the Government was con

cerned. We witnessed a greater intenaifixation of oppressive 

laws made in the vain hope of stemming the tide of the growing

forces of Freed OBfr-for—all.

Sometime this year, I made a Presidentialcall, asking for 

fifty thousand Volunteers, who were to be known as "Freedom 

Volunteers'1. There, ia sowe eonfuaien among people aa to the taa

of theae Volunteer S o *  peop* e think that these* Volunteers



a n  callod tipon to dafy ifcs X m  » •  1* tha Dafianoe Campoifn.

This i« not th* case. It o*st be reoembered tt*tt short/ly 

after the Defianoa Campaign, we undertook to organise the 

Congress of the People, uhlch will eulmlnata In a graat Assem

bly, whereat our multWmclal nation, thrcmgh delegates elected 

democratically by people In all corners of tha Inlon, will write 

our Freedom Charter - A Sooth African Declaration of Homan 

Bights. In order to organise and propagandise th# Congress of th 

People, it became necessary to fortr a apecial Corp of orkers, 

whom we designated es Freedoo-Volunteers. task of th#ae

Volunteer* i« to visit men and women in their hones, in factories 

akd all over, to enrol then for the Congress of the People, havirj 

duly explained to them the obJetts and significance of the Con

gress of the People. It should be clear to everybody that Free

dom Volunteers are ’'Field-workers" mobilising the people for the 

great Congress of the People, *

(3) RESIST APAKESSD . |

‘•hilst organising for the congress of the People, we found

ourselves faced with important specific issues as a result of 

the Nationalist Government of the Reverend Dr. Talan implemen

ting its evil Apartheid Policies* I refer, particularly, to the 

Western Arees of Johannesburg Removal Scheme, the Bantu rdncation 

Act and the Rent Increase In Winlcipal Housing themes. It be- 

ceme necessary for us to organise intensive opposition to these 

measures. In ord*» to de thie effectively, a house-to-hor.se, 

factory-to-factory, street-to-street, Village-to-village, kraai- 

to kraal campaign has ha« to be carried out, in or^er to create 

and co-ordinate opposition to these specific measures, and so, 

our freedom Volunteers, in addition to working under the banner 

of the Congress of the People, have to work also under the bannei 

of "Assist Apartheid"J2 Tbu will see that for ttae two inter

related tasks - Congress of .th* People*- 3asist Apartheid - we 

need a large army of Volunteers -- hence my call for fifty thou-

sand Freedom Volunteers*

I take this Opportunity to re-iterste ny Call, for Fifty



thousand Fr»<rfo® Voltmtaer* *h© will «  to 0ATry 01:1

.ff .e tlv .ly  our p R M » t  donbl. t*.k of orguil.lng for th. Coo- . 

g r .. .  of th. P ..P 1 .,  « M  aoblll.lnf th. p.opl. to oppo.. c.rtaln 

Ap.rth.id ET.ry branoh .hcold h . . .  o r ..p .etabl. mm- ,

bar of ^rtedora Volunteer*.

i n  c l o r t n *  = y  m » « p  a n d  < * 1 1 ,  1 a t  m .  i n v l t .  . 1 1  S o n .  and

Daughters Of Africa to Join oar Ubaratory joro.* through Joining

W „

th« African National „ongr«ff*.

HWT.’-BFR TICSI TnHCH’OEOtT HTSTOHY NO Ttr-DOl- HAS CO!" 70 AST 

PEOPLF -.niUOlT BLOOD AND T  ARS. African, cannot b . an axe.ptlon 

to this 01vine -.st, but tak. courag. In the knowledge that,

!!0 VATTFS DOB DAflJ' T K '  THTH. TAT SfEI’, 5CC.T i l' S. I  THIl.TH 

o v : r  .mono, and .i*o  that, 30 TTATicm ’•ovn-TT has

EVT* FAILID. SHAL1. YOTOS Bf Tir ?TR=T TO FATL ZV. 13ST0HTm

AFRTKAII I ItAYICUYT ! i J

Yours* THI CTIirF SHTA’TT OF THE Fr’.OPL!. 

filGKiDl A.J* LUTIIULI.

PRFSIDETJT-GE!XRAL, A.S.C.

p.o. cmomTLL” nssiow .

10th '!ov«nber, 19*4.



D&MOCKATS TO THE 4 iJnd. ANNUAL N A T IO N A L  C U N M 5JvB»L-B---

. OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS - DURBAN.

; a

0
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I t  is my privilege to 
*y t ■> you on behalf of the S . A. Congress of Democrats 

*» -1.1 message of solidarity  and brotherhood in the
m on struggle to secure democracy for South Africa and to secure 

it for all people in  South Africa .

We wish you veil  ih your 
deliberations , and hope that the results of your discussions 
will take us a ll  forward toward our coupon objectives.

We are confident that the 
bond which has been forged between our two organisations In recent 
years - bonds which have been strengthened and tempered in  the 
fire  of struggle and police  terrorism - i l l  grow stronger s t i l l .

At this Conference your 
deliberations w ill  have far reaching consequences for the whole 
National Liberatory Movement. As a art of that movement and 
one which by nov has demonstrated beyond doubt its  staunchness to 
the com."on cause, It  will not be taken amiss i f  we comment on some 
of the i. aA^ers that will be discussed.

I n  .aking this comment I am 
not just expressing ersor.^1 views. No I am expressing the 
considered vi. ws of my organisation, which may assist the 
deliberations of the conference.

■J0:>G1-.ESOF Tr'E PEOPLE

We are convinced that the 
Congres. of the People, scheduled to t .k e  place before the m id ’ le 
of next >ear, can be a tremendous and s ignificant  force for 
mobilising the people. Th successful holding of the Congress 
o. the F r-oplo by the schedule.d date is g 'rh 'ips, our most impcfrt&nt 
and vital obj.ctijre at this moment. ie know that tht tV ' 
struggle in  the coming year w ill  be here* and perhaps even more 
d iff ic u lt  than it e.as been no to now. •«'vertheless we believe 
that with the close co-o -eratior. of our orgeui sations -rlth the 
organisations o:' the Coloured and Indian people this objective 
is capable o* achievement, und will op«>n th door to s t il l  
i urther advances towards th , free  countrv end free usovl* for 
which we work.

As ■: result of the Cape 
-es.tern v3e.e.U v  our progress: of full e uality  fov all South 

Africans ha-- or.c s / i ^ s c k i i  in F . r l i . ^ n t ,  ir. Locs-War^n, 
the Vice-rresident of the S . h .C .O .D .  . r i l l  use thr platform 
ol parliament to announce to the country thf* tints of the 
Congress mov'ment, to dr fond -jnd uphold ‘.ho Congress movement, 
and to expor..- th underaocratic basis of th.* elections of 
Native R* present at i vos and or P arliament I t s e l f .  He w ill  expose 
>u6 Oppose in : vTltanent iid out, discriminatory »n4 unjust 

x , acving at jli ti.rj- s as the r«rv- * t of the Congress .novr mor.t.

_ , i  i 'Is  addition because of
is pc-i.it.. ;>n m  h-3rl lament, tree traveller;: f a c i l i t ie s ,  etc . .  
r. Lee-V;a‘,d. n will  be a Tull-time organ!,tct- for the peorles ’ 

democr- tie organlSati n_. ;w .nuoh r.trv.j or oar whole novffmant

' htyl • U  ht such ,o r;lo ^vellab le  with cich 
,-ae..i^ties, • s ve ■ i ; \ '.*ad fey entering f i l ly  into th>
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opportunities offered by the recwnt election.

QBflABiaiim.
.. We believe that in spite of ell
the obstructions placed in our way by the government. the 
people look to the Congress aovenent, the A .N .C ., the S .A .I .C ,*  
and the S .A .C .O .D ., for political leadership. We believe however 
that this is not enough. We have to win the fight to organise

8ln5G onl? a? organised people can win democracy 
for South Africa. \,e must give the greatest possible attention
to this aspect of our tasks.

The tine has come for us to give a 
major priority to the organisation of the people and to keep 
before us always the slogan "Organlao for Freedom.”

Let us go forward together in our great struggle for freedom.

Mayibuyel Afrikal

. S S S E r  ita o m a  .o t  hoot  esjsc<u

) ) ) » > ) » ) > >

P. BeyleveId 

National Chairman.
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