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‘The fact that the 
police still maintain 
law  and order is 
proof of the loyalty 
of the members as a 
w hole ’ . . .  General 
Colin Steyn.

— s...

SUNDAY
ANUARY 5,1992

[
F first impressions are any
thing to go by, Major-Gener- 
al Colin Steyn w ill be one 
general to survive the transi- 
ion to the New South Africa.

Described by colleagues as “an abso- 
jte professional” , General Steyn is 
learly one of a new breed of general 
taff committed to modern manage- 
ient and an efficient, streamlined po- 
ce force.
But he is still a policeman’s police- 

lan: burly, astute and obviously tough.
At 54, he has spent nearly his whole 

areer in the CID until a promotion to 
le general staff as deputy regional 
ommissioner in Bloemfontein two 
ears ago. He took over in Natal in Au-
ust 1991.................... • rv . .
| “The police have always been in the 
liddle,” he says phlegmatically of the 
ew threats from left and right. “I don’t 
link that will change in ’92.”
He downplays the problem of acting 

gainst ones “own people” if Afrikaner 
esistance to reform escalates.
“ There’s no problem. If someone 

ommits a crime, they must expect the 
olice to take the necessary steps, 
/e ’re not involved in politics — the pol- 
;icians must sort out their own prob- 
;ms. I have no doubt about the loyalty 
f our members as policemen.
“ You will always get individuals, 

ere and there, who will step out of line 
nd I will certainly deal with that sort 
f problem if it is brought to my atten- 
ion. But the fact that we still maintain 
iw and order is proof of the loyalty of 
he members as a whole.” 
i He shares his predecessors’ occasion

WITH burgeoning beach crowds, continuing unrest, a looming 
right-wing terror campaign and attacks on policemen by the Pan 
Africanist Congress, the South African Police face a tough year in 
1992. The recently appointed SAP Regional Commissioner for 
Natal, General Colin Steyn, spoke about the problems and pros

pects.

al irritation with the press.
“Why do the media want to put so 

much emphasis on politics? They want 
to suggest that it plays such and such a 
role, but we (the SAP) are loyal to what 
we stand for.”

Of the Inkathagate scandals, which 
appeared to indicate sections of the po
lice were intimately involved in poli
tics, General Steyn will only say that it 
is “history” . * : , * . - 

“That was before my time. Siace I’ve 
taken over I have beea trying to do 
what is expected of me (as a policeman) 
and for that I’ve had the support of ev
eryone.” .. . ---------- --------------- —

However, one eaanot help feeling 
that, coming from the background of 
the solid facts of criminal investigation, 
the general may be underestimating the 
role of politics in policing a province 
like Natal.

He says of the unrest: “The leaders 
must realise that they must exercise 
control, influence over their followers 
to refrain from violence, .

“It is impossible for the police to be 
everywhere at all times and, if the com
munity doesn’t realise it has a commit
ment to the greater society to refrain 
from violence, is it fair to expect the

police to be responsible to make sure 
violence doesn’t take place? Because 
then we’ve got to be everywhere 24 
hours a day. ,:T .- r .

“Wherever we can be proactive, that 
we do; but normally we are reactive. I 
know we are accused of failing in our 
duty at times, but then I say: what 
about the other parties? Have they ful
filled their responsibilities?”

The general’s ingenuousness is mis
leading; he is patently' perceptive and 
appears well equipped to master the po
litical subtleties he will need to succeed
in'Natal.' ••••••-....................

What also stands out is his compass
ion for and loyalty to his men.

The general has promised to use 
“ every method to protect our police
men” and to show no mercy for police 
killers — there have been 55 attacks in 
Natal, six fatal, on SAP and SADF 
members since September 1 — but he 
admits it is a difficult problem.

“ I don’t know what we can do about 
attacks on policemen.

“I’m concerned about the wrongs of 
policemen, but I can’t employ a police
man to police another policeman — I’ve 
got to rely on the loyalty of the mem-

,* bers and they are only human.
'■K- “We get them when they are just 17 

or 18. They are thrown into a world (of 
| crime) that is so vicious it is difficult 

sometimes to know how they succeed in 
i surviving, especially in places like Dur

ban and Johannesburg which can be 
really vicious.

“Compare the conditions of a student 
at university to a young policeman who 
has to do crime patrols in a city like 
Durban. Well . . .  there’s no compari
son.”

The life of a policeman is extremely 
bleak, says Steyn. For that reason he 
has a full-time psychologist and social 
worker as well as a police chaplain at
tached to his office.

Even the success of tracking down 
and arresting a suspect, he points out, 
may be tempered by the anguish of his 
family.

■ t  “The prevention of crime is the only 
bright side of a policeman’s life, but for 
that you need the assistance of society 
as a full partner.”

The SAP also copes with a continuing 
manpower shortage, the general notes.

" I “We have a ration of about two poli
cemen per 1 000 population, far lower 
than overseas countries, so you’re work
ing with a manpower crisis all the 
time.”
* But the violence and the manpower 
crisis are interlinked, he points out.
| “If we could end the violence in Natal 
and could utilise all the men on crime 
prevention, the public would be very 
pleased; we could put far more police 
on the streets.

“Can we bring peace to the area? 
That is the challenge for 1992.”



The future deserves frankness and honesty’___Haydn Osborn

)£.ys >•; '> ■ V .;i . ’> i: was
4r r i H E  year 1991 can’t be 

■  ^viewed as a particu
larly  favou rab le  onew 
for peace in Natal and! 

South A fr ic a ”  says Haydn Os
born. “While, amid much fanfare,, 
steps were taken towards nego
tiation at a leadership level, peo
ple in Natal w ere dying at am 
iverage of four a day.
I “ There is not a single political party 
>r government department and there 
ire very few newspapers which can 
iruthfully say they have accorded the 
nolence the attention that is required 
io bring it to an end.
> “ White people manage mostly to pre- 
iend the violence doesn’t exist or 
loesn’t concern them. For their part, 
ownship residents of the afflicted com- 
nunities are so bewildered and trauma- 
ised by the horror they witness on a 
laily basis that they can only barricade 
hemselves in their houses at night or 
lee.

“ There is little hope for them: the 
itructures of the National Peace Ac- 
:ord are six months from being set up 
n most areas of Natal, their worst sus- 
licions about the role of the security 
brces appear to borne out by the Inka- 
hagate revelations, and about five 
ownship residents have to be murdered
0 warrant the same space that most 
nain-stream newspapers accord the 
tory of one white victim/’

For Mr Osborn, who speaks fluent 
!ulu, his involvement in trying to end 
he Richmond violence stands out from
1 year of constant engagement in the 
:onflict.

It was both the most personal — he is 
rom the Richmond area — and the 
nost cruelly frustrating.

Both his father, a local farmer, and 
is grandfather were murdered in the 
rea within months in circumstances 
rhich Mr Osborn believes were suspi- 
ious.

His initial success at getting close co- 
peration between the SADF and the 
esidents in the area — to the extent of 
Dint patrols — fell apart when the de- 
ence force withdrew its bases from 
he township and he saw the region be- 
om e one of the most politically po- 
arised in Natal.

“ It’s such a tragic story. Richmond is 
ow so riven, such a split community.

“ I alienated myself completely from 
tie white community in Richmond. Be- 
ause of my criticism of the actions of 
le Inkatha Freedom Party and the se- 
urity forces I was perceived as an 
,NC (African National Congress) per- 
[>n.”
i Mr Osborn was even accused by the 
ikatha Institute, in statements sup- 
lied to the police, of leading comrades 
I an attack on Inkatha Freedom Party 
iembers during one of the bouts of 
tilings in the area.
Mr Osborn rejects the claims out of 

and and notes the Attorney General 
eclined to press charges.

■ <JV-

JUST over a year ago, Haydn Osborn gave up his legal studies to 
become an unrest monitor for the End Conscription Campaign in 
Natal. A former tocce’ whose eyes were opened during his national 
service in Namibia and Angola, he jumped at the chance of moni
toring the SADF in unrest areas. After seeing ‘more bodies than I 
can count’, he is returning to his studies. He gave his impressions.

He confesses a personal sense of frus
tration and exhaustion at continually 
confronting the brutal results of vio
lence in the knowledge that “it was all 
avoidable”.

He says there is a great need for in
dependent monitoring of the conflict, to 
report objectively on the role of all 
the parties to the violence.

“ At the same time it is very difficult 
to retain your independence. You are 
bombarded from all sides.”

Mr Osborn has come in for particu
larly harsh criticism from the IFP but 
he maintains “with the utmost convic
tion” this is because he reports the un
palatable truth..

“ I have never gone easy on the truth 
to protect any particular political 
party.

“ Newspapers especially, have inter
preted neutrality as equal criticism of 
either side without regard to reality. I 
believe it’s very dangerous to sacrifice 
the truth in that way.”

While he is highly critical of Inkatha, 
Mr Osborne also has harsh words for 
the ANC.

Speaking about the spread of violence 
to the rural areas throughout Natal, he 
notes: “While there is little doubt that 
youths and other ANC-supporting indi
viduals were sometimes aggressive and 
brutal, often provocative and confron
tational and virtually always in con
tempt of traditional structures and au
thority, no one was prepared for the 
reaction that was unleashed in many of 
these areas.

‘I-® -s
n many ways the ANC and its 

•supporters share the blame, in 
failing to recognise the devastation that 
these traditional structures themselves 
were capable of creating and for giving 
(the chiefs and other) individuals asso
ciated  therewith little choice to do 
other than resist forcibly.”

On a broader scale, Mr Osborn says 
the most significant occurrence dur
ing the year has been the exposure of 
what he calls “the National Party’s du
ality of roles”.

“On the one hand, the reasonable, en
lightened approach which is manifested 
in the rhetoric of negotiation, and on the 
other the clandestine, sinister and bru
tal application of a programme which 
hinges on acts of terror to' achieve its 
objectives.

"The ongoing Inkathagate revelations 
have relegated the NP from a position 
of apparent moral high ground to the

more realistic position and image of a 
common player prepared to play dirty. 

“ They are also significant insofar as

..they expose the involvement of 
ship echelons in the planning of vio
lence, demonstrating that such violence 
is not due merely, as some would have 
us believe, to the undisciplined and cha
otic behaviour of those on the ground.”■' ~e1 ■■ *'
t  Mr Osborn hopes the exposures will 
force the government and Inkatha to 
‘‘acknowledge their commonalities” and 
‘‘begin to conduct their political activi- 

, ties on a level which is conducive to the 
frankness and honesty that any negotia
tion about our future deserves”.

P U B L I C  A U C T IO N  S A L E  OF 
U N C L A I M E D  A B A N D O N E D  

G O O D S  A T  D U B B A N  D O C K S
A T  G R I N D R O D  C A R G O  S E R V I C E S  d r  

D U R B A N  D O C K S  — W I T H O U T  R E S E R V E  
ABANDONED PERSIAN ORIENTAL CARPETS, RUGS 
AND K ELIM S, ORDERED BY AND INTENDED FOR 
LEADING RETAILER WHO FAILED TO CLEAR GOODS 
THROUGH CUSTOMS AND EXCISE. PLACED BY CUS
TOM S INTO STATE WAREHOUSE. NOW RELEASED 
BY SPECIAL APPLICATION No. 134 OF 24/06/91 
A FTER  THIRD PARTY INTERVENTION AND PAYMENT 
IN FU LL OF A LL PENALTIES AND DUTIES TO CUS
TOM S.
D u ly  in s t r u c te d  b y  A fg h a n  T e p p ic h  G M B H  o f  
F ra n k fu r t /M a in . G erm any, w e will d ispose o f th e  
c o n te n ts  and  o th ers  e t alienus d escrib ed  as fo l
lo w s:
EXAMPLES: Afghan, Balouch, Hamadan, Karachi, Silk Qum, Isphahan, Isla
mabad, Kazak, Khelims, Chinese, Saddle Bags, Mori Bokhara, runners, large 
carpets — all of high Investment standard.

DUE TO VAST STOCKS TO BE CLEARED AUCTIONS 
W ILL TAKE PLACE DAILY AS FOLLOWS:

- L '  ■SUNDAY 05 JANUARY 1992 AT 11.00am 
SUNDAY 05 JANUARY 1992 AT 2.30pm
MONDAY 06 JANUARY 1992 AT 1.00pm

i

VENUE: THE WAREHOUSE: GRINROD CARGO 
SERVICES, 34 SHADWELL RD., CNR JOHNSSON RD., 

MAYDON WHARF, DURBAN DOCKS.
NOTE: EVERY ITEM WILL BE SOLD INDIVIDUALLY

VIEW: 1 hour prio r to  each auction to minimise disruption of warehouse. 
FORM OF PAYMENT: ID with all personal cheques unless prio r arrangements 
made with auctioneer at sale.
Visa and Mastercharge cards accepted subject to  approval.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Every item sold w ith certificate of authenticity and 
Insurance valuation.

A u c tio n e e r M . S w a n e p o e l

START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT 
WITH NATAL HEARING AIDS!!

As a leader in compact, high-quality hearing instruments, Philips is always 
looking for ways to provide more convenient, more effective hearing correction. 
In doing so, we work closely together with audiologists and other hearing 
specialists to develop new and further improved products.

Matching your requirements exactly
Our latest line of'compact hearing instruments, the Rainbow 41 Series, offers a 
wide choice of models with different response characteristics. So your dispens- 

MINIATURE ing specialist can select exactly the right one to meet your own hearing re- 
HFARINP quirements. Individual adjustment facilities on each model allow the response 

° f  the instrument to be'fine-tuned, assuring you o f the best possible hearing 
AIDS correction. Battery consumption is so low that a battery will last for 575-1300 

hours.

If you are deaf or hard of hearing we recom m end that 
you enrol as a m em ber of M E D IC -A LER T —  it’s only 

R 3 5 ,0 0  for life!
Enrolment forms are available from Natal Hearing 
Aids or from any Lions International Club.

NATAL HEARING AIDS
10th FLOOR, U N ITED  BUILDING  

58 FIELD ST DURBAN  
TEL: 3048239 or 3042403

ATTENTION SOUTH COAST
OUR HEARING AID ACOUSTICIAN WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE AT SHEPSTONE PHARMACY ON 

MONDAY. 13th JAN. AND AT PHOTOMAN IN MARGATE ON TUESDAY. 14th JAN.

V :’
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Brian King

THE End Conscription Campaign’s 
newly-appointed unrest monitor in 
Natal, reconnaissance unit “ recce” 
Haydn Osborn, says he is serious about 
putting together a “balanced picture” of 
South African Defence Force activities 
in the province.

"I’m trying to be positive in my ap
proach,” said Mr Osborn, who did his 
two year's national service as a ‘recce” 
in Namibia in 1983 and 1984 before 
changing his views and joining the ECC 
in 1986.

He said it was encouraging that both 
the SADF's Group 10 (Natal coastal re
gion) and Group 9 (Natal midlands and 
northern Natal) showed interest in the 
weekly reports he had compiled since 
his appointment by the ECC almost two 
months ago.

“At least some levels of the leader
ship in SADF structures appear in
terested in entertaining constructive 
criticism from outside their own infor
mation networks,” he said.

His claims of objectivity and prag
matism appeared to be borne out in 
his reports, which contained both praise 
and criticism of the conduct of soldiers 
in conflict situations.

In one report, for example, he stated: 
“The past week has highlighted both the 
efficiency of the security forces when 
they commit themselves to playing a 
constructive role, as well as their de
structiveness when they don’t. The 
SADF, for example, in conjunction with 
the SAP, almost certainly prevented a 
bloodbath from occurring on Sunday, 
October 28, at Ekuthuleni, outside Inan- 
da. It may be regrettable that it took 
outside persuasion from Steven Collins 
(an Institute for a Democratic Alterna
tive for South Africa monitor) and 
Howard Varney (a Legal Resources 
Centre lawyer) to get the security 
forces to act — at considerable danger 
to themselves — but they had the de
sired effect. The SADF, by driving be
tween a marching Inkatha impi, pre
vented them from entering into Bes- 
ter’s Farm, which is an African Nation
al Congress-supporting area.”

Included in the report were serious 
allegations of theft and assault by the 
SADF at Bhambai (Inanda): “Anton Ma- 
jola, who was allegedly tortured by 
having a rubber tube held over his face, 
and his testicles squeezed with a ‘pliers
like’ instrument; Azario Blose, also al
legedly tortured with a tube and pliers; 
Phumlani Mhlongo, who required hospi
talisation after a number of assaults 
which allegedly included the rubber 
tube torture, and Bhubs Cele, who was 
allegedly thrown in the air by a group 
of soldiers together, some of whom 
would then jump on him in turn while 
others kicked him.”

His report said the SADF denied the 
allegations and gave its assurance it 
would continue to act in an impartial 
manner.

“Ideally I want to build a good work
ing relationship with the SADF and to 
be able to corroborate allegations by 
community members against it,” he 
said.

“I want its modus operandi to be far 
more open to discussion and I want 
to get two sides of the picture."

Mr Osborn, who believed his military 
experience and fluency in Afrikaans 
and Zulu were assets in his field work,

Unrest monitor and End Conscription Campaign peace facilitator
Haydn Osborn.

said it was difficult to generalise about 
the conduct of the SADF because it var
ied from area to area. He said com
munities in the Durban area were 
“more negative” about the role of the 
military than were those in the Natal 
midlands region.

“Group 9 generally has a good record; 
Group 10’s attitude seems to be more 
pre-February 2,” he said.

Mr Osborn said that while the ECC 
was still, in principle, against the de
ployment of troops in the townships, its 
approach was pragmatic.

“Numerous communities have called 
on the SADF for help and the ECC is in 
no position to negate that call,” he said.

But why another monitor? “ I’m on 
leave and I’m still being called out. 
There are too many incidents to cover.”

He said the reason for his many trips 
to areas of conflict or potential con

flict was simple: he wanted to promote 
peace by playing a mediatory/facilita- 
tive role.

So far he has approached both the 
a NC and Inkatha and has been to five 
peace meetings in the coastal region. 
He said the impression he gained was 
that people were tired of fighting.

“ People are closer now to talking 
than they ever were before, but it’s so 
entrenched one wonders whether it is 
possible for people to forgive and for
get.”

Now faced with a call-up for a camp, 
Mr Osborn said it was a problem be
cause of the impartial image he was 
trying to project in the field.

In the meantime, the ECC has printed 
10 000 Know Your Rights pamphlets 
for distribution to township residents.

••• Mil



Peace was taltawjiere death walked
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Q  n r ™ * ' " 1” 1 -C?.nl be JUST over a year a g o .^ a y d n  O sborn gave up h i,  legal s tud ies  to ship.echelon, in the planning of vioCh  ̂ 3 *ear can ta  viewed as a particu
larly favourable one- 

A  for peace in Natal and. 
South Africa,” says Haydn Os
born. "While, amid much fanfare,, 
steps were taken towards nego
tiation at a leadership level, peo
ple in Natal were dying at am 
average of four a day.

''There is not a single political party 
or government department and there 
are very lew newspapers which can 
truthfully say they have accorded the 
violence the attention that is required 
to bring it to an end.

"White people manage mostly to pre
tend the violence doesn't exist or 
doesn’t concern them. For their part, 
township residents of the afflicted com
munities are so bewildered and trauma- 
tised by the horror they witness on a 
daily basis that they can only barricade 
themselves in their houses at night or 
flee.

"There is little hope for them: the 
structures of the National Peace Ac
cord are six months from being set up 
in most areas of Natal, their worst sus
picions about the role of the security 
forces appear to borne out by the Inka- 
thagate revelations, and about five 
township residents have to be murdered 
to warrant the same space that most 
main-stream newspapers accord the 
story of one white victim.”

For Mr Osborn, who speaks fluent 
Zulu, his involvement in trying to end 
the Richmond violence stands out from 
a year of constant engagement in the 
conflict.

It was both the most personal — he is 
from  the Richmond area — and the 
most cruelly frustrating.

Both his father, a local farmer, and 
his grandfather were murdered in the 
area within months in circumstances 
which Mr Osborn believes were suspi
cious.

His initial success at getting close co
operation between the SADF and the 
residents in the area — to the extent of 
joint patrols — fell apart when the de
fence force withdrew its bases from 
the township and be saw the region be
com e one of the most politically po
larised in Natal.

"It’s such a tragic story. Richmond is 
now so riven, such a split community.

"I alienated myself completely from 
the white community in Richmond. Be
cause of my criticism of the actions of 
the Inkatha Freedom Party and the se
curity forces I was perceived as an 
ANC (African National Congress) per
son."

Mr Osborn was even accused by the 
Inkatha Institute, in statements sup
plied to the police, of leading comrades 
in an attack on Inkatha Freedom Party 
members during one of the bouts of 
killings in the area.

Mr Osborn rejects the claims out of 
hand and notes the Attorney General 
declined to press charges.

JUST over a year ago.M faydn O sborn gave up his legal s tud ies  to 
becom e an un rest m on ito r fo r the End C onscrip tion  C am pa ign  in 
Natal. A fo rm e r ‘recce ’ w hose eyes were opened du ring  his nationa l 
serv ice  in N am ib ia  and Angola , he jum ped  at the chance o l m on i
to ring  the SADF in unrest areas. A fte r seeing ‘m ore bod ies than I 
can co u n t’ , ha is re tu rn ing  to h is  stud ies. He gave his im press ions.

He confesses a personal sense of frus
tration and exhaustion at continually 
confronting the brutal results of vio
lence in the knowledge that “it was all I 
avoidable”.

He says there is a great need for in
dependent monitoring of the conflict, to 
report objectively on the role of all 
the parties to the violence.

“ At the same time it is very difficult 
to retain your independence. You are 
bombarded from all sides.”

Mr Osborn has come in for particu
larly harsh criticism from the IFP but 
he maintains “with the utmost convic
tion" this is because he reports the un
palatable truth.

"I have never gone easy on the truth 
to protect any particular political 
party.

“ Newspapers especially have inter
preted neutrality as equal criticism of 
either side without regard to reality. I 
believe it's very dangerous to sacrifice 
the truth in that way.”

While he is highly critical of Inkatha, 
Mr Osborne also has harsh words for 
the ANC.

Speaking about the spread of violence 
to the rural areas throughout Natal, he 
notes: "While there is little doubt that 
youths and other ANC-supporting indi
viduals were sometimes aggressive and 
brutal, often provocative and confron
tational and virtually always in con
tempt of traditional structures and au
thority, no one was prepared for the 
reaction that was unleashed in many of 
these areas.

more realistic position and image of a 
common player prepared to play dirty. 

"They are also significant insofar as

‘ I

they expose the involvement of leader
ship echelons in the planning of vio
lence, demonstrating that such violence 
is not due merely, as some would have 
us believe, to the undisciplined and cha
otic behaviour of those on the ground."

Mr Osborn hopes the exposures will 
force the government and Inkatha to 
"acknowledge their commonalities" and 
"begin to conduct their political activi
ties on a level which is conducive to the 
frankness and honesty that any negotia
tion about our future deserves".

n many ways the ANC and its 
-supporters share the blame, in 

failing to recognise the devastation that 
these traditional structures themselves 
were capable of creating and for giving 
(the chiefs and other) individuals asso
ciated  therewith little choice to do 
other than resist forcibly."

On a broader scale, Mr Osborn says 
the most significant occurrence dur
ing the year has been the exposure of 
what he calls "the National Party's du
ality of roles”.

"On the one hand, the reasonable, en
lightened approach which is manifested 
in the rhetoric of negotiation, and on the 
other the clandestine, sinister and bru
tal application of a programme which 
hinges on acts of terror to achieve its 
objectives.

"The ongoing Inkathagate revelations 
have relegated the NP from a position 
of apparent moral high ground to the
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