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"Sinco theTast conference of our Confess the Indian people, 

in common With the ..frlcen and coloured peoples, havo bean sub

jected td unmitigated oppression on grounde of race nnd colour.

0 3ror-*'a *lnv® witnessed the culmination of the nofr.ri.ous 

^policy of ap-'rtheid In its most naked form.” Dr. Hoosa Joint 

Seorotnry of the South African Indian Congress ar.ld, when he de

livered hia Secretarial Report to the 22nd Biennial Oonferenco of 

the Congress. Like the Jackboot of the R-.sia, h . emphasised, "the 

iron hool of the Nationalist fascist dictatorship is crashing the 

most s~crod rights of man. Under ita brutal dicta-tos there are 

dospicrble outrog. i on life nnd liberty; there is uprooting of 

homes, separation of families, destruction of worjth, deprivation 

of me na of livelihood and dovaatation of dignity.

"Never before i„  the history of our psoplo has trnvosty of 

justice been so glaring, never befora have we baen confronted 

with auch naked hostility of tha authorities of Soyth Africa.

“The first period of Nationalist rule", ho want on, "was used for 

building a framework for tha establishment of a Police State. 

Discriminatory laws against tha people, inherited from former re

gimes, wero consolidated and crystallised to suit the pattern of 

apartheid. In the procoss of this crystallisation Ministers 

responsible for each aspect of the life of the people were given 

complete end unrestricted powers of dictatorship. The Minis*.** 

of the Native ...ffr.irs and Intorior wore responsible for the en

actment of laws auch as the Group -raas .ct, the Bantu authorities 

‘•ot, tt0 Native (Volition of Peases and Co-ordination of Documents) 

-ct, the Br.ntu Sducation Act, the Population Registration Act, 

the Natives Baaettlemant _ot and numerous similar Acts of legis

lation. naob of these gava the head of.tho department oonoerned

■baolute powers to deal with tto African, Indian and Coloured
paople e.

SIT ART - LORD Q? THS L/.T.

Dr. 'To oar., referring to Minister Swart, said thr.t under his 

' dministration, the police ore told to shoot at will, they cm do 

the most provocative thine .̂nd even get away with murder. His pct- 

tern of delivering the country into the clutches of dictatorship 

begrji with the passing of the Suppression of Communism „ct, the first 

was to W  the former Communist Party, a politick party which has 

consistently opposed racial discrimination and oppression. Under 

this law many able and courageous loaders of the liberation -nd 

trade union movements - comnunist nnd non-comunist - have been 

banned from offices of public organisations. Ho has the power to
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4eaXP.ro a stato of emargency, onn toko tha moat drastla cotfto* fir*t 

and than legalise tham nftsrwnrdm. In hi. hand. ha hold. thd power of 

lifo end death over ell - both white and non-white.

JOIHT 3TRPGGI£

Tho Report dor.lt comprehansivaly with tbs joint struggle of tho

Non-White political organisations. -Tho Campaign for dofianoo of

unjust 1 . ,  in 195?" ar.id Dr. Moose, -a.pa.rt from other a c h ie v e rs ,

w-.a r. turning point in opening tho road for advance. in thla direction.

This ’fees tovomant was directly roaponaihle for the development of

fr<.tarnal r.llianoa of tho ifricen, Indian end Oolourad pooplaa and

.-.leo brought into lte toll thoaa .hltea who c.ro hero in the region

and Who have the courage of their comrlotlona to a tend f*r that whloh 
is Juat end rirht.”

C
oowgsssa or ms people 

^  Referring to tha Oonsroea of the People, ha said that it ime 

^ o l d  under difftcultiae and that it was to tha credit of the people 

that they were able to aoooagftieh thla gigratlc teak in the foceJgt 

unproc jdantad obetruction r.nd oppoeitioo txom the astheritiee. 

•Tfci.hiatorlo Assembly of the Congreia at the Stogie* Dr* 

continued, “wna c, further milaetcoe in the atnag^Ui for
\ jtk4! *\' '*. 'x * v *a r*. * d ■

WEEDOH CHiEEH' _ HO CffiDllfAjrT
.%■, ----- - acuo^Tioit.______________ n

-Tha Freedom Charter-, he .aid, » « *  no ordinary Declaration. 

It not only reflected the tai. ai» and aspiration, of tha over

whelming mnjorlv «f the psojl. of our country but w,. in fact itmml 

* ***** ot 4*” “d* dotted by then .and. of people at lang. 
^> d  small gathering, throughout the^.ngth and taa.'th of tha land.

Tha Charter give, a oommon perspective to the Liberation Move

ment. Demnd. oonta.lned therein reflect the common aim. and objectives 

of the Congresses and the political organisation, in their struggle, 

to free the people from bondag............ the, are a gulda to action and

as such aro an extention of the nims ind object, of the Congree.
Movamant.

paling with tha Rationalist Government's insetieble thirst for 

power, Dr. Moose. assorted that whilst tho political issue batwon the 

Nationalist Party nhd the Liberation Movoimt is straight forward, it 

is not so between tha Nationalist Party and the Parliamentary oppos- 

Ition. By successfully exploiting the susceptibilities of tha white 

workers the Nationalist party was initially able to gain power. In the 

course of office It mr.de use of race prejudice for furthering its own 

rims of establishing permanent one-prrty rule. The Rationalists bo

o r*  entranced to such an extent tha their, is widespread d l a w  a,
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de.pr.ir within the rank, .f  the p-xllr«ntary opposition'

B8CUP JEaoCIL'.TIC ramT. ■ *3

"If South ifrtcn", declared Dr. Moose "is to be savad from tho 

horrors of rocs oonflict thsn all tho advanced ulanonts - both

shits end non-white - w s t  Join heads and oraats an effective op-

position to apartheid,"
t / t : . ’ i *

llo acid, "Tho objective situation is ripe for tha oraation of a 
brond denoorrvtio front." ’

• ' Jt 9 /•' - • *

wo compromise.

P%- > 1 • &  tha nnao of aparthafc th . non-**ito p . . * ,  have keen aub- 

Jected to the most mthloe, tyreany and. oppwaaion. It is clear 

to tho Indir.n people th*- tha, <**Ld never oompromtoe on th. baais

W  « n  nsvar.*. .  party to their own 4 « *u o t io n >  

"Ssotai diaorimioirtlottand ias^oallty, remnants at imperialist 

Inntion *x*totng d.stroy.4  end tta area of freed*. etton-’od. Bis

^  “ Jr * 4 °*  “ - "ontinsnt

| U n f * * f  rid ths*»slTss si’ fnratgn
SP *® *101* “ J>loite«(»; ,4* '(V̂ t

Jr tp '
■» sM .

.......................

_  mflOUlt * " * ^ 3 !  1U  “»“ « » • *U 1  bs called upon t o
grsatsst sscrific* tt we srs to Sara ourselves from ths 

^torrtbla onslsuebto of th. fnsoi«.. W. o «  only do so if ws are abl. 

^  UDlu P»°I>ls completely n i  mobilise them effectively.

The Indian people have in the pert withstood persistant onslaughts

by carrying on determined Str^glas for the v a c a t io n  of their honour 

nnd salf-reapoct, ho added.

■ "Our a truffle Rt hom8 la dimoult but „a shrU t f u

organise ,nd go- f o m M . I f  wo * *n t o in  an a l l i a n c e  with our loyal 

n true friends, the ,’̂ riorji people hor.ded by the ,.frtom Rational 

Congress, then we « e t  co forward. We do not expect other a fo fight 

ror \i» ca we depend on ourselves.1*

Issued by: South African Indian Contes., Johannesburg.
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ISSUES BY USB SOUTH AHtlCAN INDIAN C0NGIGS3

■The grim story of oppraaeivi **&a owr non-whites of successive 

Whitt Governments in the Union of South Africa climaxed by tho tyran- 

nioal rule of tha Nationalist Party Government, which has plagued 

the Union of South Africa for ei£rt hard years, has oonfrtnted non

whites of the Union with inesoapabls challenget* declared Chief 

Luthuli in his Opening Address to the 22nd Biennial Conference of 

the South African Indian Congress which waa held in the Gandhi Ball 

Johannesburg on Friday evening .'/*2ither they meet it foarlaasly to 

their honour and the salvation of Sou Hi Africa oar evade it to their 

'iiflftl "knd the desecration of our beloved land, South Afrld*^:

He oantimiadi "When we n e  ftofd with a Government tfeat M  

oarrying oat a policy that la a negation of all that Ilf laat end 

noble in a civittaed country* Justice, fairplay, it i* tias you In 

co-operation with othsr dicea* paojfca # 4 1 It laad stead o» ua- . 

equivocally in defence - no* of yoit prepsrty «r f W W f l rights, 

but af yaur aoula and faaaan values * * t  are be lag troddta attdtrfoat 

by the nationalist Psrty Ooverrwsmt aad those white peoplt ifct on* 

fortunately accept th% latdarehip <£.tht^fitlnualipt It

cones to the treatment of aen-whitaa* unfortunate!* atfresfa*auch 

whites for* an over-whelming majority of the «  the

Union of South Africa.”

•ftto Group Areas Act in all its tjtrtafcioal provisions aad Its 

nefarious objectivwe aa voioed by soat leaders af the nationalist 

Party including Cabinat Klnistsrt, spalls utter dtoa to the Indian 

oooeunity and the Coloured ooaaunitftm doe a Hie mopping up procfaa 

nasinij Afr loans carried out uadar the Kite t tie mint at *atitat Act, 

recent amandmenta to the Urban Areas Act end the intensification pt 

the elimination of so-called "Black ®POta* in rorwl areas under the 

provisions of tbo Native Land Act 191), as amended and the Hatiwt. 

Land and Trust ~ct, 1936, as amended.
I

"I assure you again of the support not only of the African 

National Congross, but of Hie responsible people in our ooaaunlty 

typified by the 349 leadere and delegatee who attended the recent 

All-In Conference of the African psople in Bloemfontein who with one 

unanimous voice said t Vo to tho Tomlinson Coocaiaalon Report as an 

instrument of Apartheid. May tia Sooth African Indian Congreaa con

tinue in its laudable af forte of soaking to co-operate with all 

people of goodwill who love and believe in f road cm for all and with 

all such peoj&e form a liberatory movoasnt that will oppose and 

• v* . .*• ,a*v-
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oventuelly defeat anemias of freedom in our land, South Africa, whoever 

they mr.y bo end wherever thoy may be.

Dr. N'lickar in hie Presidential Sponch dolivcrod in absentia as 

Dr. Naickor is n banned m n  ^nd read by Dr. M.N. Pndaycheo said: ”1 

nm rddrosaing this Conference in absentia owing to the ban which has 

boon imposed on mo but I share with you, one and all the greet joy that 

Chief Luthuli is once '■gain actively with us. To are proud to have him 

oncc again to declare this 22nd Conference of our Congress open. Chiof 

Albert J . Luthuli h:\s become th3 f<remost spokesmen of tha under

privileged South ,.fri'cans of nil races. We rightly claim him to be our 

loader just as tha African National Congress does* His inspiring ad

dress will live long in tha memory of freedom-loving South Africans.”

"Chief Luthuli is coni*^ to us from a historic conference held 

earlier this month at Bloemfontein where African loaders gathered to

gether at one of tha most representative conferences over to be held 

tha Union to discuss the Tomlinson Report and its underlying policy 

uf Apartheid. That Conference marked yet another milestone on the 

hard and bitter road to freodom in South ^frice."

MThe Bloemfontein Conference was convinced, that the present pol-. 

icy of apartheid constituted a threat to race relations in tl® country, 

therefore, in the interests of all people and tho future of the country, 

it called upon all national organisations "to mobilise all peopla, 

irrespective of race, colour or creed to form a united front against 

Apartheid. ”

"In this one world, our struggle against segregation and apartheid 

is only just one facet of the groat international struggle for freedom. 

We welcome the world-wide support we have received for our struggle and

* j unhesitatingly declare as our own the world-wide struggle on the 

part of colonial peoples everywhere for their liberation.*

/  Dr. Naicker said that: "On.the international front, the Bandung 

Conference has given ~ new hope, particularly to the people'3 of

..frica and ..sia who are tod~y united as never before in their common 
** t
resolve to end imperialism and eliminrte racial discrimination. *Vo 

note with pride the positive role plryod by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

in international affairs.and in particular in the cause of world peace."

"Once ?g'i.in, on the international scene, the racial policies of 

the Union Government will come up for discussion in the general assem

bly of the United Nations. Yhile we re-iterate that our freedom in 

this country will come from our own efforts we nevertheless realise how
, #
important it has been for us to receive the support of the memberstates 

of the United Nations."

3/. • •



Dr. Naicker wont on -'.nd £ai<f that: "On tha national front the 

most significant evsnt since .ve l 'st  met in Conference has been 

the holding of the Congress of 4be People h i  Kliptown, Johannesburg 

on June 25th ''.ad 26th last yer.r* Tho Traedoni Chartor which this 

conference formulated has become the guiding strx of all Sout.i 

Orleans of r.ll T('.cos "'dv^ncing on the road to freedom. In "11 our 

deliberations, decisions 'no. actions, our nr in concern should be to 

make this grant Charter r. living reality."

Boferring to the threatened remodels undor the Group Arons Act, 

he said: "This conference meets on the eve of contemplated forced 

expulsion of our people from the Vestern Suburbs of Johannesburg.

The proclr.mr.tion of Group Areas in certain parts of Johannesburg hr.s 

forcefully brought to the notice of Sojith ,.frica end the world the 

truth of our contention that the «.ct spells our economic doom.

"I am sure that conference will givo detailed consideration to 

tho gr-’vo threat which faces our peopls from the Group Areas Act and 

the Group Areas Development Act. It is for the South African Indian 

Congress ~nd its constituent bodies to give our people a clear lord 

on this question in every city, town and village in the Union. We 

h-vo seen how effective our policy of a united front c~ji be by the 

way in which democratic forces rallied to the call issued by our 

Congress cgrdnst the Group Areas Act both in Natal and the Transvaal. 

77q  must strengthen that United front and go foi^ard until we defeat 

this obnoxious law.

Dr. Naicker concluded: "Since we last mot in conference tho 

Nationalist Government has placed a large number of Apartheid lrws on 

the Statute book. These laws have seriously curtailed the meagre 

freedom which the Non-White people have enjoyed in the Union. The 

country undor Nationalist rule has bocome fully fledged police- 

st?.te. It is our task to pruvent South «.frica drifting further on 

the road to disaster r.nd chaos,"

Tho Business sessions of Conference will continue on Sf.'tairday 

.afternoon and tie whole of Sunday and is boing attended by delegates 

from N?.tal, Capo ".nd the Transvaal.

• ' - 3 - 0  ^
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thp ?2nd B ien n ia l  Conference 

The keynote of the aell^ " ° " S>(as ^  total rejection of apart-

Of the South Vfrlc = "  “ 1;tr: o; s Ihe 0onference, in a resolution de- 

held and all its r .   ̂ theid is ?ur9ly end solely aimed at

clared that the j c  icy . dlctetorship of the ninority over

bringing about o , r x ^  „  noted the implementation

the masses of tne ,eo oontantion and o o n flio t  in

of apartheid was causing hitter tority * d  that

south ..fries, being based on — ,  .  ^

it -mat inevitably lead to racial expression -n 

constituted a serious threat to world peace.

Delegates at Conference unanimously acclaimed the b0^

"decisions token hy the leaders and - R a t i o n - ^

r.t the Bloemfontein Conference which w as y represent-

. -i *14 «•« q +p rs1 F ederatio n . Tne 
interdenominational Minist . soiemnly pledged that

in , as it does, South Orleans of I n d i a n  or ^  p

it will do everything in its power o u-ited front against
national .-multiracial conference to form a hroad, united

apartheid.

The most critical i s ^ e  t * t  f a c e * " ^ t h e T p r o o t i n g

-  tho implementation of the> ^  ^ ^  ^  h0!M8 „nd

of thousands of people in - dlscussion centred

businesses. On Saturday afternoon, no • resolution

around this particular issue and after lunoh on W a y .  i n ^  ^  

ioved by Dr. i .H . Sader of ^ y a m it h  and seconde y . ^

the Conference r e a c t e d ^ C r o u P  t0 defend to

repeal. Conference ..xAres livelihood

th; religious institutions

r i c h ^ V u i l t  -  fostered ,,ith awe-, and toil

called for the establishm ent of Beglonra and ^  ^  ^  ^

sections of the people to brl^  Qn the Executives of

o;.vosed to the Orcup ..rens ...  ̂ ^  or£,nnl30 n Day of Hartal

the constituent bodies o. Sruth frier and the world.
~nd r.yer to arouse the conscience of South -fno .

C o n f e r e n c e  also called on the Indian people in 

to aid or acquiese in the implementation of Croup ^  ^

whatsoever and not to nove into proposed Group ^e.-a 

mclairied for Indians.



This resolution w!is moved in hushed siloncc and delegates who 

were wr.itin^ patiently fcr a la^d frcn tha S .V.I .C . ageinst tha cal

lous and inhuman int2nticns of tho Government, re-'.lised the task 

that faced then in tha immediate future.

Conf^ronce ''.Iso spent considerable tine in discussing tha trend 

in South -frica during tha last 2 years towards a one-party dictatorial 

re-ine of a fascist character. In 2 separate resolutions, Conferenca 

condemned the Suppression cf Comuunisa ..ct and viewed with concern 

tha Polica State methods usad by the Special .Branch to intimidate 

supporters cf the Congress .̂nd Trade Union Ilovenents. It expressed 

its strongest indignation at the threat of a Government spekescan to 

ban the ..frican National Congress in terms of the Suppression of
%

Cora.unisn ..ct. It regarded such throat as the expression of the 

police state Mentality which is unable either to answer or to tolerate 

democratic criticisn and opposition. It specifically condenned the 

Government for refusing Passports to persons even remotely connected 

with tha Peoples Movements, refusal of permits to South Africans cf 

Indian origin who wished to travel from one province to another in 

pursuance of their political and trade union and business activities.

It also condemned tha police raids made on the hones and offices of 

Pic^las Leaders.

Conference accepted that "tho law shall guarantee to,all their 

ri 'ht to spe^k, to organise, to meet together, to publish, to preach, 

to worship and to educate their children and to the privaoy of their 

homes from ^olice raids shall be protected by law and nil shall bo 

fraj to travel without restriction from countryside to town, from 

Province to Province, and from South ..frica abroad.

The S.*-.I.C. met at Conference fcr the first tine after the his

toric Congress of the People held at Xliptown in June last year, un

animously adopted the Freedom Charter which it regarded as significant 

-nd tho ".ssenbly at which it was formulated as unique in that it was 

the first multiracial conference hold in South Africa to lay d^wn the 

vasic minimum demands cf tho people both black and white for Freedom 

~r.:i Democracy.

t'r. G. Rurfcans of Natal ,_.rc:ided throughout the sessions of Con- 

fjieace which was opened by Chief *.*J, Luthuli, President-General of 

t . . f r i c  an Nati nal Ccn^rass. Delegates at Conferenca displayed a 

remarkable a^.rociation of the grave political situation that faced not 

only the Indian but also other sections of the South -..frican

population and in very serious debate felt that there was no effective 

, orlianantary opposition to tha present Government except tha
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extr~ parliamentary forces such as the Congresses. The sessions 

which started on Friday concluded on Into Sunday ^fternopn end 

was attended by nuruorous visitors fron all soctions of the pop

ulation who displayed a very keen interest in tho deliberations 

of tho S.

Dr. G.II. Naickor was elected President of the S .A .I .C . and 

Jir. G. Hurbans and Advocate H.H. Mall Wv,ro, unr.ninoualy elected 

Joint Secretaries, to serve for a t,eriod of 2 years. Dr. „ .H . 

Sarier and Ilr. F. librahin, an old stalwart were elected Joint 

Treasurers .

Sessior.s closed with recorded sonars rendered by Congressaen 

fron Pieterr.i?.rit- Varg singing the praises of the Congress

Movonent.

South /^frican Indian C?..' —  -3 

37, Wost Street,

JOHANTTSSHJRG.

21st October,1956, (Sgd.)



FflSS3. STAX&3IJ1

(13sued by the South African Indian Congress)

The followin'- Is the text of cable sent by the South African 

Indian Congress to Lao Tse-Tung, the President of the Peoples' 

Republic of China on the occassicn of the 5th Anniversary of the

ostr.blishnent of the re tv regime. t

V

"Cn behalf of the South African Indian Congress 'we greet 

the heroic people of your greet country on the 4ccassion 

of the 3th atiniversr.ry of the establishment of the Peoples* 

Republic of China X he sincerely wish your country still 

rro^.ter achievements in the cause of -pence ?r.d progress

of crirf'ind.

Vusuf Cachalia t D .f j i s t r y  
Joint Hon. Secretaries. ti

•'V i

for the Scuth Ax'rioan Iniian Congress,

> V ^
Vusuf' »cbaiia & b.tf.&istry 
I  Joini Kon. Secretaries.
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