
GSNSCRIPIIDN_IQ_MILIIARY_SERyiCE_IN_SgiJTH_AFRICA

P B Q P Q i A L S _ F O R _ A N _ A L T E R N A T I V E _ S E R V I C E _ P R O G R A M M E _ S U P P O R T E D __B Y __ THE

C H U R C H E S  j.

The C h u r c h e s  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  h a v e  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of m a n y  years, 

a d d r e s s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  to t h e  q u e s t i o n  of the c o n s c r i p t i o n  of w h i t e  

men i n t o  t h e  SADF.

Mu c h  wo r k  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  o v e r  m a n y  y e a r s  to p r e s s  for a p r o p e r  

r e c o g n i t i o n  of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s .  The D e f e n c e  A m e n d m e n t  Act 

of 19S3 w a s  a d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  It e s t a b l i s h e d  a B o a r d  for 

R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  and l i m i t e d  the r e c o g n i t i o n  of o b j e c t o r s  to 

t h o s e  who are u n i v e r s a l  r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s .  A t i n y  m i n o r i t y  of 

p e o p l e  ho l d  to t h i s  p o s i t i o n .

O n l y  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  r e c o g n i s e d  by t h e  B o a r d  as b e i n g  u n i v e r s a l  

r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s  on r e l i g i o u s  g r o u n d s  a r e  o f f e r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e  

ser v i c e .  T h i s  h a s  d o n e  l i t t l e  to s o l v e  the d i l e m m a  of c o n s c i e n c e  

m a n y  y o u n g  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  e x p e r i e n c e .

T h e r e  are c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n s  to t h e  S A D F  b a s e d  on the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  t e a c h i n g  of t h e  c h u r c h  on a just war. T h e r e  a r e  c o n 

s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n s  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  in t o  t h e  S A D F  on e n t i r e l y  

n o n - r e l i g i o u s  but moral g r o u n d s .  M a n y  y o u n g  men d e n y  t h a t  th e y  

s h o u l d  be c o m p e l l e d  to s e r v e  in the a r m e d  -forces in a c a u s e  w h i c h  

is u n j u s t .  N o n e  of t h e s e  o b j e c t i o n s  a r e  r e c o g n i s e d  by the D e f e n c e  

A m e n d m e n t  Act in S o u t h  A f r ica.

M a n y  y o u n g  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  a r e  r e s o l v i n g  t h i s  c r i s i s  o-f c o n s c i e n c e  

by l e a v i n g  the c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  the d a t e  of t h e i r  ca l l - u p .  T h i s  is 

a self i m p o s e d  e x i l e  w h i c h  c a n n o t  end until t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n 

f l i c t  is r e s o l v e d .  A small m i n o r i t y  r e m a i n  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  to 

d e c l a r e  t h e i r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to  r e s i s t  c o n s c r i p t i o n  and p r e p a r e d 

n e s s  to s a c r i f i c e  by s p e n d i n g  up to six y e a r s  in p r i s o n  as a c o n 

s e q u e n c e  of t h e i r  o b e d i e n c e  to c o n s c i e n c e .



Ma n y  o b j e c t o r s  a r e  s e e k i n g  w a y s  :in w h i c h  t h e i r  c o m m i t t m e n t  to 

t h e i r  c o u n t r y  and the s e r v i c e  of t h e  p e o p l e  of S o u t h  A f r i c a  can 

be d e m o n s t r a t e d .  T h e y  a r e  p r e p a r e d  to do " n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e "  but 

th e y  a r e  not p r e p a r e d  to fight, or to s u p p o r t  t h e  a r m e d  forces, 

in wh a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  to b e  an u n j u s t  cause. T h e y  wi s h  to r e n d e r  

g e n u i n e  s e r v i c e  to t h e i r  c o u n t r y  and its p e o ple.

T h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m m e  s u p p o r t e d  by 

the c h u r c h e s  a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  c h u r c h e s '  d u t y  and o b l i g a t i o n  t o  s u p 

port t h o s e  who a r e  h o l d i n g  f a s t  to t h e  d i c t a t e s  of c o n s c i e n c e  and 

w h o  a r e  p r e p a r e d  to o f f e r  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  s a c r i f i c e  as a c o n 

s e q u ence, and f r o m  t h e  c h u r c h e s’ d e s i r e  to p r e s u a d e  the g o v e r n 

ment that c o n s c r i p t i o n  to m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  is not 

in a c c o r d  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h i n g  and m u s t  a l l o w  for the r e c o g n i 

tion of c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  on g r o u n d s  o t h e r  t h a n  u n i v e r s a l  

r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s m .

It mu s t  be a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  th a t  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  for an a l t e r -  

n a t v e  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m m e  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  c h u r c h e s  d o  not o f f e r  

any p r o t e c t i o n  to  the c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  f r o m  the s a n c t i o n s  

of law. It is not a law a v o i d a n c e  or e v a s i o n  s c h eme.

Any y o u n g  p e r s o n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  to w o r k  in t h e  c h u r c h e s  p r o g r a m m e  

is not s e e k i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  the c o n s e q u e n c e s  of h i s  r e f u s a l  to 

o b e y  t h e  law. He  is s e e k i n g  to d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  to 

serve, at c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o s t  to h i m s e l f ,  k n o w i n g  th a t  h i s  s e r v i c e  

in t h e  c h u r c h  c a n n o t  p r o t e c t  h i m  f r o m  the t e r m  of i m p r i s o n m e n t  

that c o u l d  be i m p o s e d  on h i m  by t h e  c o u r t s ,  (see A p p e n d i x  11)

The p r o g r a m m e  o f f e r s  a w a y  in w h i c h  t h e  c h u r c h  can e x p r e s s  its 

u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  for him, and a w a y  in w h i c h  the c h u r c h  can 

d e m o n s t r a t e  its c o m m i t t m e n t  to the c a u s e  of f r e e d o m  of c o n s c i e n c e  

g o e s  b e y o n d  w o r d s  and r e s o l u t i o n s  to a c t i o n  w h i c h  is d e s i g n e d  to 

c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  c h a n g i n g  t h e  law and to t e r m i n a t i n g  a n y  s y s t e m  

of c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  in S o u t h  Africa.

For t h o s e  o b j e c t o r s  w h o  do  not feel a b l e  or c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  face



long t e r m s  of i mpri s o n m e n t  as a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f t h e i r  r e f u s a l  and 

who l e a v e  the c o u n t r y ,  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m m e  c a n  o f 

fer an o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  c o m m i t t m e n t  by  g i v i n g  

them the p o s s i b i l i t y  of w o r k i n g  in t h e  s e r v i c e  of the c h u r c h  in 

S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  and on S o u t h  A f r i c a’s bor d e r s .

C o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  are a c c u s e d  of c o w a r d i c e  

and of s e e k i n g  to e n r i c h  t h e m s e l v e s  by  a v o i d i n g  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  

in o r d e r  to fulfil t h e i r  o w n  i n t e r e s t s .  A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  is 

p r e p a r e d  to v o l u n t e e r  to w o r k  for t h e  c h u r c h  w h e r e v e r  t h e  c h u r c h  

c h o o s e s  to send him, is n o t  s e e k i n g  to e n r i c h  h i m s e l f  f i n a n 

cially. It is the c h u r c h e s '  d u t y  to e n a b l e  h i m  to g i v e  c o n c r e t e  

e x p r e s s i o n  to h i s  c o m m i t m e n t .  It is t h e  c h u r c h e s '  d u t y  to 

p r e s e r v e  its d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to b r i n g  c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  

to an end in S o u t h  A f r i c a .

THE P R A C T I C A L  P R O P O S A L S

The w o r k i n g  g r o u p  h a s  r e j e c t e d  a n y  i d e a  of a n y  k i n d  of B o a r d  to 

test a p e r s o n ' s  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n .  We d o  not b e l i e v e  that 

a n y o n e  w o u l d  be  p r e p a r e d  t o  o f f e r  s u c h  a s a c r i f i c e  of t i m e  at pay 

well b e l o w  the l i v i n g  w a g e  w e r e  he  to h a v e  u l t e r i o r  m o t i v e s  of 

a v o i d a n c e  of c o n s c r i p t i o n .  A p e r s o n  s e e k i n g  to  e v a d e  for r e a s o n s  

o t h e r  th a n  c o n s c i e n c e  will not c o m e  to the c h u r c h e s  for help.

We s u g g e s t  t h e  foil w i n g  p r o c e d u r e :

1. The p r o g r a m m e  s h o u l d  e n c o m p a s s  all t h o s e  w h o  c a n n o t  or will 

not. a p p l y  to t h e  B o a r d  for R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  w h e t h e r  or not 

t h e y  h o l d  any r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .

2. T h e  v a r i o u s  c h u r c h  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  will i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  r e g i o n s  and p r o j e c t s  w h e r e  t h e y  n e e d  p e r s o n  p o w e r  to 

c a r r y  out p r o g r a m m e s  as well as n e e d s  in s e c u l a r  w e l f a r e  and c o m 

m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s .  (E.g. v o l u n t e e r s  c o u l d  be p l a c e d  in 

rural s chools, h o s p i t a l s  or a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  or t h e y  c ould 

be a s k e d  to w o r k  in a t o w n s h i p  wi t h  v i c t i m s  of s t a t e  r e p r e s s i o n . )



3. L a c h  d e n o m i n a t i o n  will c o m m i t  it s e l f  to r a i s i n g  t h e  m o n e y  

n e c e s s a r y  to e m p l o y  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  in s u c h  p r o g r a m m e s  at 

the normal r a t e s  of p a y  and a l l o w a n c e s  for o b j e c t o r s  d o i n g  their 

c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  for t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  of M a n p o w e r .

4. E a c h  d e n o m i n a t i o n  will c o m m i t  i t s e l f  to r e g i o n a l  c o—o p e r a t i o n  

w i t h  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  and will a p p o i n t  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to a 

r e g i o n a l  p l a c e m e n t  c o m m i t t e e .  T h i s  p l a c e m e n t  c o m m i t t e e  will 

r e c e i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  for s e r v i c e  f r o m  C.O. v o l u n t e e r s  and will, 

in c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t o r ,  p l a c e  t h e m  in p r o j e c t s  of 

e i t h e r  a d e m o n i n a t i o n  or a R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  of C h u r c h e s  in the 

a r e a  , or in a s e c u l a r  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o p e r a t i n g  in t h e  area 

w h o s e  a i m s  and o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the t e a c h i n g s  of 

the g o s p e l .

5. A f t e r  the p l a c e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t h e  c h u r c h  or o r g a n i s a t i o n  

r e s p o n s i b l e  for the c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r  will c o n t i n u e  o f f e r  

h i m  p a s t o r a l  s u p p o r t  in all w a y s  - p r a y e r ,  c o u n s e l l i n g ,  legal a d 

vice, legal def e n c e ,  p r i s o n  v i s i t i n g ,  c o n c e r n  for h i s  f a m i l y  and 

f ri e n d s ,  etc. T h e  o b j e c t o r  will b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  to the c h u r c h  or 

o r g a n i s a t i o n  c o n c e r n e d ,  w h i c h  will d i r e c t  h i s  w o r k  and l a y  down 

h i s  c o n d i t i o n s  of e m p l o y m e n t  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h i e r  normal p r a c t i c e  

for lay w o rkers.

6. In d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  o b j e c t o r s  w h o  c a n n o t  fa c e  t h e  c o n 

s e q u e n c e s  of r e m a i n i n g  in S o u t h  A f r i c a  and d e f y i n g  the law, but 

w h o  wa n t  to d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t ,  t h e  r e g i o n a l  p l a c e m e n t  

c o m m i t t e e s  will i d e n t i f y  p l a c e s  for the v o l u n t e e r s  in the 

c h u r c h e s  in n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  and m a k e  all t h e  n e c e s s a r y  ai— 

r a n g e m e n t s  for the o b j e c t o r  to be r e c e i v e d  and put to w o r k  in 

w a y s  s e r v e  the i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  p e o p l e  in t h e  c o u n t r y  c o n c e r n e d .  

(For example, v o l u n t e e r s  c o u l d  be p l a c e d  at a m i s s i o n  s t a t i o n  or 

in an o r g a n i s a t i o n  in an a r e a  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  d e s t a b l i s a t i o n  by 

S o u t h  Africa.)

The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of c h u r c h e s  and s e c u l a r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w h o  met 

on ol A u g u s t  in P r e t o r i a ,  r e q u e s t  y o u  to  p r e s e n t  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  

to yo u r  f o r t h h c o m i n g  a s s e m b l y  or S y n o d  and to s e e k  a c c e p t a n c e  in



p r i n c i p l e  to the p l a n s  f o r  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m m e  sup 

p o r t e d  by the c h u r c h e s  in S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  to be  e s t a b l i s h e d .

O c t o b e r  1987

S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e  for t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m m e  sup 

p o r t e d  by the c h u r c h e s .

C o n t a c t  a d d r e s s  

P e a c e  P r o j e c t  

K h a n y a  H o u s e  

PO E<o>; 941 

P r e t o r i a  

0001



A L T E R N A T I V E  S E R V I C E  P R O G R A M M E

The -following are t h e  r a t e s  of p a y  -for c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  

b e i n g  pa i d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of M a n p o w e r  in 1 9 8 6  to t h o s e  d o i n g  

c o m m u n i t y  service.

The c h u r c h e s  s h o u l d  a l l o w  for annual i n c r e a s e s  in t h e  r a t e s  of 

pa i d  w h e n  w o r k i n g  on the b u d g e t  r e q u i r e d .

(Note : T h e s e  r a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n c r e a s e d  by 107.)

A p e r s o n  who is u n m a r r i e d  or m a r r i e d  w i t h  d e p e n d e n t s :  R 1 0 , 38 per 

day.

An u n m a r r i e d  person; R 5 , 19 p e r  day

E x t r a a l l o w a n c e s  for g r a d u a t e s .

Af ter a t h r e e  y e a r  d e g r e e R O  f 50 per d a y extra.

A f ter a four ye a r  d e g r e e R 1, 00 per d a y extra.

Af ter a f i v e  year d e g r e e R2, 00 per d a y extra.

A f ter a six, y e a r  d e g r e e R3, 0 0 per d a y extra.

P r o f f e s s i  o n a l s R 8, 0 0 per d a y extra.

M a x i m u m  a m o u n t  of R 2 5 0  p e r  m o n t h  for a c c o m o d a t i o n  is p a i d  on 

p r o d u c t i o n  of p r o o f  t h a t  the e m p l o y e e  is not liv i n g  in any 

g o v e r n m e n t  p r o v i d e d  a c c o m o d a t i o n .

A t r a n s p o r t  a l l o w a n c e  for tr a v e l  on p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t  is p a i d  to 

t h o s e  w h o  live m o r e  than 3 km f r o m  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  th e y  work.

An a d d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  a l l o w a n c e  m a y  be  g r a n t e d  on a p p l i c a t i o n  

to t h e  M i n i s t e r  of M a n p o w e r .

No o t h e r  p e r k s  a r e  a l l o w e d .  T h e r e  a r e  n o  b u r s a r y  b e n e f i t s .

P r o m o t i o n  m a y  be g i v e n  o n l y  on m e r i t  and n o t  as part of any 

a u t o m a t i c  p r o m o t i o n  scheme.



I M P L I C A T I O N S  F O R  THE C O N S C R I P T :

It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s e r v i c e  

p r o g r a m m e  do e s  not free v o l u n t e e r s  -from t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s  as 

i m p o s e d  by the De-fence Act i.e. T w o  y e a r s  n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  s e r v 

ice and a f u t h e r  t w o  y e a r s  of camps.

If a v o l u n t e e r  r e p o r t s  to t h e  c h u r c h  i n s t e a d  o-f r e p o r t i n g  -for his 

two y e a r s  n a t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  or h i s  c a m p  he c o u l d  face 

c h a r g e s  for:

1. F a i l i n g  to r e p o r t

Pen a l t y :  I m p r i s o n m e n t  or d e t e n t i o n  for a p e r i o d  not e x c e e d i n g  

18 months, or a f i n e  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  R600.

2. R e f u s i n g  to s e r v e

P en a l t y :  I m p r i s o n m e n t  for a p e r i o d  o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  t i m e s  as 

long as the total p e r i o d  of s e r v i c e  still t o  be r e n d e r e d ,  or 

for a p e r i o d  of IS m o n t h s ,  w h i c h e v e r  is t h e  longer.

S i m i l a r l y  if a v o l u n t e e r  is c a l l e d  up w h i l e  d o i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e  in 

a c h u r c h  or s e c u l a r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and h e  c o n t i n u e s  to w o r k  in his 

p l a c e m e n t  he c o u l d  f a c e  t h e  s a m e  c h a r g e s .

T h o s e  v o l u n t e e r s  s e r v i n g  in a h o m e l a n d  or in a n e i g h b o u r i n g  

c o u n t r y  w h o  h a v e  not n o t i f i e d  t h e  S A D F  of t h e i r  a b s e n c e  fr o m  

S o u t h  A f r i c a  and w h o  h a v e  not r e c e i v e d  a d e f e r m e n t  f r o m  t h e  S A D F  

c o u l d  f a c e  s i m i l a r  c h a r g e s .

A l t h o u g h  the p r o t e c t i o n  and b a c k i n g  of t h e  c h u r c h  m i g h t  h i n d e r  

the g o v e r n m e n t  f r o m  p u r s u i n g  c h a r g e s  t h i s  c a n n o t  be g u a r a n t e e d .  A 

c o n s c r i p t  v o l u n t e e r i n g  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  be  p r e p a r e d  and w i l l i n g  

to f a c e  p o s s i b l e  c h a r g e s .

I M P L I C A T I O N S  F O R  T H E  C H U R C H :

The c h u r c h  s h o u l d  r e c o g n i s e  that b y  e m b a r k i n g  on t h i s  p r o g r a m m e  

it c o u l d  be c h a r g e d  u n d e r  s e c t i o n  121 C of t h e  D e f e n c e  A m e n d m e n t



Act w h i c h  s t a t e s  that:

"Any p e r s o n  who u s e s  l a n g u a g e  or d o e s  a n y  act or t h i n g  w i t h  i n 

tent t o  r e c o m m e n d ,  e n c o u r a g e ,  aid, incite, i n s t i g a t e ,  s u g g e s t  or 

o t h e r w i s e  c a u s e  a n y  p e r s o n  t o  r e f u s e  or fail to a n y  su c h  s e r v i c e  

to w h i c h  such o t h e r  p e r s o n  is l i a b l e  or m a y  l i a b l e  in t e r m s  of 

t h i s  Act, shall b e  g u i l t y  of an o f f e n c e  and l i a b l e  on c o n v i c t i o n  

to a f i n e  not e x c e e d i n g  R 5 0 0 0  or to i m p r i s o n m e n t  to a p e r i o d  not 

e x c e e d i n g  6 y e a r s  or b o t h . "

or u n d e r  the S t a t e  of E m e r g e n c y  R e g u l a t i o n s .

A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  p o s s i b l i t i e s  e x i s t s  it is h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y .  To 

d a t e  n o—one h a s  b e e n  p r o s e c u t e d  u n d e r  e i t h e r  S e c t i o n  121 C or 

t he s e c t i o n  of the E m e r g e n c y  R e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  m a k e  r e f e r e n c e  to 

u n d e r m i n i n g  the D e f e n c e  Force.
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