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Friday 30th April 88

Dearest Toni,

As it is your birfciiday today, and you too far awaytto hear my greetings to you,
I thought perhaps you would like instead to hear a birth-day reminiscence.

Forty-five years I It doesnt seem possible. As impossible as it must seem to uyou 
it's even more so to me. I was ignorant, naive, self-confident, quite sure that 
I would give birth easily in a rnatter-of-fact way - no problem. I can't remember 

where I was when labour started, but can recall that I took my case and phoned 
Rusty's office (he was working for the Communist Party at that time) and as 
he wasn't there left a message to tell him that I had gone to the nursing home.
I felt very much in control and satisfied with such a casual, no panic approach.

In fact, you were reluctant to enter the world, and I was in the nursing horns 
for two days, with labour pains starting, swelling, tailing off; several tines 
I was taken into the labour ward and then taken out again while another woman 

who had come in after me went in and had her baby. So I was pretty well exnausted 
by the time you were actually born.

It was a pretty dowdy nursing home ( subsequently closed) and I was in a ward 
with a couple of other women. I remember one of them because she had a son of 

about 8, her only other child, who v/as bitterly, burningly jealous of the new 
baby sister. After he had visited with his father she told me that he had asked 
if it had cost money for her to be in the nursing home. When she said Yes, he 

then said she must put aside exactly the same amount of money to spend on nim.
It didnt occur to her to say she had already spent that money on him at his birth.

When I was mobile (they kept you in bed longer in those days) I decided to go 
into the nursery to look at all the babies with a totally impartial eye, as though 
you were not mine, and judge which was the nicest baby. There was simply no 
doubt. The others were bald or wrinkled or crumpled up or all three. There was 
only one beautiful little girl with lovely plentiful dark hair and smooth plump 
cheeks, neither scarlet nor yellow - and that was you. I knew you were the most 

lovely, desirable and desired baby ever born.

You came out of that crumby nursing home with a mouth infection - thrush, and had 
to have your mouth and lips painted purple with potassium permanganate or something 
like that. I intended to breast-feed you and as it was the 'natural' thing to do,

I had no doubts that it was also natural and easy. Well, it wasnt. In the first 
place my doctor (a short, pushy little jewish woman - you had to be pushy if you 
were a woman to become a doctor) did not give me any information about feeding 
or breast care. I have a fair skin and small nipples. In no time my nipples were 
painfully cracked and sore. In addition, I iust didnt have a good supply of 

milk. I've read over and over again throughout the years that any mother who 
wishes can breast-feed her children. I so wished, but I simply did not have 
enough milk for any of you past the first couple of weeks. I used to carry around 
jugs full of water and rink the whoe day long under the mistaken impression that 
the more fluid I took in through my mouth the more milk would flow from my 
breasts. I've seen other mothers with tight, leaking breasts, blouses stained with 
milk. Well, it never happened to me. And there were inducements - no instructions - 
to supplement, which I soon started doing, which in turn made the milk supply 

dry up faster. I also developed an abscess on one breast, and my doctor told me 
to cotinue feeding, and I used to yell with pain when you first started sucking 
on that breast. (I daresay giving rise to psychological problems today)

However, thos tale of woe didnt stop you from being a good, relaxed baby who quite 
soon began to sleep through the night and thereafter, once asleep, slept very 
well. Getting to sleep when you were a little older was another problem. You 

slept in a cot on the verhandah - our bedroom, because we had a one-roomed flat 
in Midhill gardens (the verandah had sliding windows that could close it in).
Rusty used to go out there and sit with you while I went to make supper. Night 

after night I would go out to find Rusty lying fast asleep, and you still cnawling 
upo and down ycur cot



I used to sew like mad in those days - I always really hated sewing, but had 
this iraage of myself as the capable wife and mother who did till the things 
expected of her. To make it more interesting I would embroider dresses for 
you - I remember one of a thin chiffony material in yellow with lovely colours 
embroideredall round the skirt. And smocking. Anything difficult and tedious and 
ornamental.

I wanted you to be a tall, slim, elegant ballet dancer. I dont kfenw why I 
was so keen on having a ballet-dancer daughter. Frustrated artistic ambitions,

I suppose. I think you did go to dancing classes, but I also think it soon 
became clear to me that you were not going to be a ballet dancer.

I dont remember exactly when it was that Rusty joined up, and when he went to 
Italy, but we have all those lovely photos of you as a baby and toddler taken 
to send to him. The onhotograph^r was a German, Luce he called himseli, 
his name was Prager. Some years ago, touring in France, we met up with him and 
his wife, now living, I think, in a place near Previs. They wanted us to stay, 
but Kusty, as usual, didnt want to. He was a ^006 child photographer.

At seme time in our lives, tension arose between us - I suppose it was at 
adolescence, a tension that existed long 3.fter you had passed that stage.

Lots of oooks these days deal with the relationship between mothers and 
daughters, and seem to suggest that it can never be an easy one. I dont see 
why. But I did become scared of you, of your sharpness, you became prickly, 
difficult to touch. I kept many things to myself - thEimp.s I wanted to speak 
to you about and somehow did not dare. I knew when you sat in your room pretending 
to do homework, that you had a book you were reading on your lap udnerneath 
your school 000k. And knew some evenings when you climbed out through the front 
room window to meet a lover-boy in the back garden, and worried like hell about 
you having sex, about which I was still incredibly inhibited and stupid. And 

what difference it would have made if I had behaved differently - I dont know.
But now we are getting too far away from that birth-day. Top late for me to 
regret all the mistakes. I can only say, for the things that we did wrong, 

ftusty and I, forgive us. We had so much happiness from having you, and today feel 
pride for what you have and are accomplishing. We admire your strength and 
your many abilities. We love you deeply, 3till feel so close, despite all the 

barriers of growing up and breaking away and leading on e’s own life - so clase 
and so rewarded by that birth, fortyfive years ago.
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D e a r  D a d ,

J u s t  a q u i c k  n o t e  t o  s a y  h u l l o ,  n o  d o u b t  m o m  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  
a l l  t h e  n e w s .  W e  h a v e n ' t  s o l d  C a s t l e  H o u s e  y e t ,  b u t  t h e r e  
a r e  s o m e  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  s o  I t h i n k  t h e  t h i n g  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
g o  a h e a d .  T h e  h o u s e  n e a r  K n i g h t o n  is u n l i k e l y  t o  g e t  s o l d  
t o  a n y o n e  e l s e ,  as t h e  m a r k e t  is r e a l l y  b a d  r i g h t  n o w  a n d  
h o u s e  p r i c e s  k e e p  d r o p p i n g ,  s o  I t h i n k  s h e ' l l  h a v e  t o  h a n g  
o n  f o r  o u r  o f f e r .  I t o o k  m o m  t o  s e e  it, i t ' s  r e a l l y  l o v e l y ,  
( s e e  p h o t o s ,  w h i c h  d o n ' t  d o  it j u s t i c e )

I ' m  p r o b a b l y ( a l m o s t  d e f i n a t e l y )  g o i n g  a h e a d  w i t h  t h i s  A p a r t h e i d  
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t  f i l m ,  b u t  it is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  as a l o t  
o f  t h e  f i l m i n g  h a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  in S . A .  a n d  t h a t  m e a n s  
h a n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  it t o  s o m e  
s i l l y  E n g l i s h  l i b e r a l  t y p e .  A l s o  t h e  s u b j e c t  is e a s i e r  
t o  w r t i t e  a b o u t  t h a n  f i l m ,  I ' v e  u n c o v e r e d  s o m e  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s t u f f  a b o u t  S . A . ,  w h i c h  s o m e  p e o p l e  s a y  is n o w  t h e  b i g g e s t  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d i s a s t e r  o n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  - f r o m  a p p a l l i n g  
i n d u s t r i a l  p o l l u t i o n  in t h e  V a a l  t r i a n g l e ,  t h e  w h o l e  K o e b e r g  
n u c l e a r  t h i n g  ( r e m e m b e r  t h e  p a p e r  I d i d  f o r  t h e  u n i t ? ) ,  

a s b e s t o s  e t c  e t c ,  t o  m a j o r ,  l o n g t e r m  a n d  p r o b a b l y  i r r e d e m i a b l e  
d e c l i n e  o f  s o i l ,  f o r e s t r y ,  c l i m a t e  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  
in t h e  h o m e l a n d s .  I s u g g e s t e d  t o  A l p h e u s  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  

b e  i n t e r e s t e d  in s o m e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  e v e n t u a l l y ,  if, y o u r  
c l a s s e s  e v e r  g e t  s t a r t e d  y o u  m i g h t  l i k e  it t o o ,  e v e n t u a l l y  
I ' m  d o i n g  a p a p e r  f o r  t h e  u n i t .

] d o n ' t  k n o w  if t h e  p e o p l e  m o m  s p o k e  t o  h e a r  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  
t o  s o r t  o u t  a n y  o f  y o u r  p r o b l e m s ,  i t ' s  v e r y  d i s t r e s s i n g  
t o  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  r e a l  d e c l i n e  o f  M a z i m b u ,  w h a t  a s h a m e  
it d i d n ' t  h a v e  s o m e o n e  l i k e  A l p h e u s  in c h a r g e  f r o m  t h e  s t a r t .  
A n y w a y  if y o u  d o  s t a y  o n  t h e r e ,  it j u s t  m i g h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  
f o r  m e  to v i s i t  f o r  a f e w  d a y s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  f i l m i n g  in 
l a t e  O c t o b e r ,  b u t  I m i g h t  n o t  h a v  e t h e  t i m e  o r  m o n e y .
If y o u  d e c i d e  t o  go ,  t h e n  y o u  s h o u l d  g e t  a f l i g h t  t o  Z i m b a b w e  

a n d  I t o l d  m o m  t h a t  s h e  s h o u l d  f i r s t  g e t  in t o u c h  w i t h  
B r i d g e t  a n d  G a r t h ,  as t h e y  w i l l  a r r a n g e  a p l a c e  f o r  y o u  
t o s t a y  a n d  s o r t  o u t  p l a c e s  t o  g o  t o  a t  V i c t o r i a  f a l l s ,  G r e a t  
Z i m b a b w e ,  K a r i b a  a n d  H w a n g e  e t c  - t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  c h e a p  s o r t  
o f  r o n d a v e l s  a t  a l l  t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  n i c e ,  b e c a u s e  
u n l i k e  t h e  t o u r i s t  h o t e l s ,  o r d i n a r y  Z i m b a b w e a n s ,  b o t h  b £ a c X  
a n d  w h i t e  s t a y  in t h e s e  s o r t  o f  c a m p s  t o g e t h e r .  B u t  a n y w a y  
y o u  s h o u l d  l e t  m e  k n w o  f i r s t  s o  I c a n  a r r a n g e  it w i t h  t h e m .

W e l l  t h a t ' s  a l l ,  I d o n ' t  k n o w  if y o u  g o t  m y  l a s t  l e t t e r ,
I v a n ' s  b a c k  f r o m  C a m b o d i a ,  h e  s a y s  i t ' s  v e r y  d e p r e s s i n g ,
N i c k  is in C a n a d a ,  M a r k ' s  j u s t  t u r n e d  2 4 , a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e  n e w s ,

l o t s  o f  l o v e ,
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D e a r  M o m  & Bad,

I t ' s  t a k e n  m e  a g e s  t o  g e t  r o u n d  t o  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u ,  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  
- n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  t e l l  y o u .  I g o t  b a c k  to E n g l a n d

e v e n t u a l y ,  a n d  t h e  A N C  e x c e l l e d  i t s e l f  b y  n o t  b e i n g  t h e r e

t o  f e t c h  t h e  c o m r a d e s  w h o  w e r e  o n  m y  f l i g h t ,  I f o u n d  o u t

l a t e r  t h a t  t h e y ’d " g o n e  t o  t h e  w r o n g  terminal".- I t h i n k

w e  s h o u l d  r e t a i n  t h e  d e a t h  s e n t e n c e  a f t e r  l i b e r a t i o n  a n d

u s e  it in c a s e s  o f  e x t r e m e  s t u p i d i t y .  A n y w a y  n o t h i n g  m u c h  

h a s  c h a n g e d  h e r e ,  i t ' s  g o t  a M t  g r e y  a n d  d r i z z l y  b u t  n o t  
a t  a l l  c o l d  y e t .  E v e r y o n e  is O . K .  K e i t h  w e n t  o f f  t o  R h o d e s  
f o r  a f e w  d a Y S  a n d  J u l i e  w a s  h e r e  f o r  a w e e k  or s o  b e f o r e  
g o i n g  o f f  to B a n g k o k .  H e  s a y s  h i s  s n a k e  p i c t u r e s  f r o m  A m e r i c a  
a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  in t h e  S a t u r d a y  G u a r d i a n  s o o n ,  F r a n c e s  - 
h a d  a m o l e  o n  h e r  l e g  r e m o v e d  ( at m y  a d v i c e ) • b u t  l u c k i l y  
it t u r n e d  o u t  thr,t i t ' s  a l l  O . K . ,  a n d  s h e ' s  f i n e .  I v a n  
h a s  s o m e  l o v e l y  p i c t u r e s  o f  S a n  a n d  K i e r a n  t h a t  h e  t o o k  
in t h e  s u m m e r .  I ' v e  b e e n  n a g g i n g  h i m  t o  d o  a p r i n t  t o  s e n d  
t o  y o u ,  b u t  h e  h a s n ' t  g o t  r o u n d  t o  it y e t .  P a t  h a s  g i v e n  
u p  g o i n g  t o  R a e ,  as h e  r e c k o n s  h e ' s  c u r e d ,  a n d  h i s  n e w  o f f i c e s  

a r e  t a k i n g  u p  t o o  m u c h  t i m e .  Hi,-, b u s i n e s s  s e e m s  t o  b e  g o i n g  
q u i t e  w e l l ,  a p p a r e n t l y  h e ' s  h a d  s o m e  o r d e r s ,  a n d  is w a i t i n g  
t o  h e a r  a b o u t  a b i g  o n e .  I t h i n k  h e  £ Y v o n n e  a r e  g o i n g  

t o  separate,- b u t  it a l l  s e e m s  q u i t e  a m i c a b l e ,  a n d  h e ' s  s t a y i n g  
a t  h o m e  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  as I u n d e r s t a n d  it t h e r e  is 
n o  o n e  e l s e .  M a r k  is o n  a f i l m  in F r a n c e  a n d  I t a l y  f o r
3 w e e k s ,  h e  w e n t  t o  A p r i c a l e  w i t h  s o m e  f r i e n d s  f o r  a f e w  
d a y s  b e f o r e h a n d ,  a n d  s a i d  it w a s  l o v e l y .  N i c k  h a s  g o n e  
b b a c k  t o  c o l l e g e .  I j u s t  h e a r d  f r o m  ;K e i t h  t h a t  t h e r e  is 
w o o d w o r m  in t h e  w i n d o w  f r a m e s  a t  A p r i c a l e ,  a n d  o n e  is q u i t e  
e a t e n  a w a y ,  s o  w e  n e e d  t o  k n o w  h o w  t o  g o  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  s o m e o n e  

t o  m a k e  a n e w  f r a m e  a n d  t r e a t  t h e  o t h e r s ,  if y o u  c a n  h e l p  
p l e a s e  d o  s o  a s  s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .

M y  f i l m  is g o i n g  a l o n g  in S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  t h e y ' v e  s h o t  s o m e  

s t u n n i n g  s t u f f ,  b u t  it a l l  l o o k s  as if i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
v e r y  B B C i s h  a n d  n o t  a t  a l l  t h e  w a y  I w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  it.
T h e y  h a d  t h e  c a m e r a  s t o l e n  b y  a g r o u p  o f  t h u g s  in A l e x a n d r a  
t o w n s h i p ,  b u t  t h e  c o m r a d e s  g o t  it b a c k  in 24 h o u r s ,  a t  l e a s t  
s o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  w e l l  o r g a n i s e d !

W e  s t i l l  h a v e  n o  c o n c r e t e  n e w s  a b o u t  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e  e o p l e  

w h o  a r e  s u p p o s e d l y  b u t i n g  ours.- s a y  t h e y  s t i l l  w a n t  t o  b u t  
h a v e  t o  s e l l  s o m e t h i n g  f i r s t .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  w h a t  t h i s  s o m e t h i n g  
is, b u t  if i t ' s  a n o t h e r  h o u s e ,  t h e n  I t h i n k  w e ' v e  h a d  it, 
a s  y o u  p r o b a b l y  k n o w ,  t h e  p o u n d  is in c r i s e s  a n d  t h e  m o r t g a g e  
r a t e s  a r e  n o w  u p  to 16% o r  s o m e t h i n g  u n b e l i e v a b l e ,  s o  t r y i n g  
t o  s e l l  h o u s e s  is a b i t  o f  a j o k e . ,  W e  h a v e n ' t  b e e n  d o w n  
t o  H a y ,  b u t  a r e  g o i n g  t o  t r y  a n d  g o  t h i s  v e e k e n d . A n y w a y  
if t h e  e u p h o r i a  i n t h e  A N C  o f f i c e  t o d a y  (at t h e  n e w s  o f  S i s u l u

a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  i m m i n e n t  r e l e a s e _ )  is a n y t h i n g  t o  g o  by,
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t h e n  w e  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  b o t h e r i n g  w i t h  h o u s e s  in E n g l a n d  b e c a u s e  

w e ' l l  a l l  b e  " g o i n g  h o m e  s o o n " .

D a d ,  I d o n ' t  k n o w  if t h e  m i n e r s  i d e a  is so g o o d  a n y m o r e ,  
n o w  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  t a k e n  a w a y  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  in t h e  U S S R -  
w h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k ?  H o w  w a s  y o u r  t r i p  t o  L u s a k a ,  d i d  y o u  
g e t  a n y t h i n g  s o r t e d  o u t ?  I s e n t  a t e l e x  t o  R e g  (on t h e  
a d v i c e  of W o l f i e )  s a y i n g  t h a t  it w a s  a p p a l l i n g  t h a t  y o u  

d i d n ' t  h a v e  y o u r  t h i n g s  y e t  a n d  t h a t  I u r g e d  h i m  t o  g e t  
t h e  T G  t o  i n t e r v e n e .  W o l f i e  s a i d  h e  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  
h e  c o u l d ,  a n d  f e l t  t h a t  if y o u  h a d n ' t  g o t  y o u r  s t u f f  n o w ,  

t h e n  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t o  d o  w a s  g e t  t h e  T G  t o  d e a l  w i t h  it 
d i r e c t l y .  I ' v e  s e n t  y o u  t h i s  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  B i r m i n g h a m  c i t y  
c e n t r e ,  w h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k ,  t h e y  b o t h  s e e m  f l a w e d  t o  me.

M o m  I t o l d  B e t t y  B a k e r  t h a t  I h a d  y o u r  t a p e s ,  a n d  I " m  g i v i n g  
t h 4 e m  t o  F r e d a  t o  g i v e  t o  h e r ,  b u t  s h e  is v e r y  s l o w  a n d  
s e e m s  a b i t  v a g u e ,  s o  I g a v e  s o m e  t o  P a t  b e c a u s e  h e  s a i d  
h i s  r e c e p t i o n i s t  m i g h t  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  t h e m ,  b u t  I f o r g o t  

t o  a s k  ; h i m  a b o u t  t h e m  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I s a w  h i m .  T h e  t h i n g  
is I ' v e  g o t  s o m e o n e  w h o  c a n  d o  t h e m  ( b u t  n o t  o n t o  d i s c ) ,  
b u t  s h e  c h a r g e s  19 p e r  h o u r  ( s h e " s  v e r y  g u i c k ) .  E i t h e r  
w a y ,  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  t a p e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  

b e f o r e  y o u  r e  u s e  t h e m ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  j s o m e  w o r d s  
t h a t  t h e  t y p i s t  c a n ' t  h e a r  o r  u n d e r s t a n d .  I a l w a y s  k e e p  
a l l  m i n e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  of t h e  f i l m ,  b e c a u s e  it is i m p o r t a n t  
t o  h e a r  t h e  i n t o n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  w a y  s o m e t h i n g  is s a i d ,  a n d  
I d o n ' t  t h i n k  y o u  s h o u l d  w i p e  y o u r s  u n t i l  y o u  d e c i d e  w h i c h  
i n t e r v i e w s  o r  b i t s  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  u s e .

I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t o  s a y ,  it w a s  v e r y  n i c e  
c o m i n g  t o  s e e  y o u ,  M a z i m b u  is n i c e  ( d e s p i t e  p r o b l e m s ) ,  
b u t  I r e a l l y  s o n 11 l i k e  T a n z a n i a  v e r y  m u c h .  Y o u  m u s t  l o o k  
a f t e r  y o u r  h e a l t h ,  a n d  n o t  b e  s t u p i d ,  t h a t  a p p l i e s  t o  y o u  

d a d ,  t h e r e  is n o  m i l e a g e  in b e i n g  a m a r t y r .

I n * '  O c b

CL.
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13.11.89

Dear Mom & Dad,

Hopefully you will get your cameras,transcripts, tapes etc with this,
I think you may have to reimburse Wilf for the excess baggage, and I hope 
it gets to you O.K.

I got a letter from you mom, dated 31st Oct. first letter since I visited 
you. You seem to have only one letter from me, prsumably the one I sent 
the expensive way. I had written previously and enclosed some newspaper 
clippings etc. Beryl Baker says she has also written to you twice, and 
Brian Bunting says he's written to Dad twice with no reply, and seems to 
want some kind of communication from him, he keeps saying tell your father 
i'm trying to get in touch withhim.

Very glad you got your things at last, what happened to the washing machine, 
presumably it's still there, have you reported it missing. Various people 
ring me up and ask about you, Vera, Patsy, Freda. Anyway, it sounds like 
you've settled down at last and got over your culture shock.

Haven't really got any news from here, it remains quite warm, I mean not 
cold enough for scarves and gloves etc, and we've only had the heating 
on a couple of weeks and half the time it's too hot with it on. We went 
to Hay a couple of weeks ago, it poured with rain the whole weekend, and 
the whole area looks more back to normal now, roads and hills streaming 
with water.

We had the ANC bazaar at the end of Oct, it had the biggest amount of rubbish 
to sell, but seemed to make a lot of money. Afterwards , in the 
evening we had a celebration for the release of the Rivonia people, and 
it turned out to be probably the best evening the ANC has ever held, They 
had chifcen curry for £1.50 and they had Hugh Masekela, and ^^^r^uwanga 
and Julian Bahutfla playing and everyone danced and just milled about, they 
also had some speeces and they were all really short and good(a mijfracle!)
The spelling problems are'nt me the typewriter has something wrong I think.

Apart from that, nothing much, the clocks went back so it's pitch dark 
all the time, I've had Tim Leach and various other people staying, Keith's 
gone to India etc etc. We're trying to decide to go away for Xmas, but 
it is hard to get on flights to anywhere at that time, and most warm places 
are too ecxpensive, and Europe has no snow, so we haven't actually decided 

g e t .  «- V — * * * “-

Ivan bought another car, as his sort of ran out of steam, and in January 
we're both out of work so we'll have no money again.

You know therms a women's conference called Malibongwe, organised by 
the Dutch in Amsterdam, 6th-20th Jan. Maybe you should try and get them * © 2 * ^  
to send you there,as there are going to be 50 women from inside S.A.-^and" 
they're hoping one might be Albertina, so it would be good for interviews.
If you can't get the ANC to send you as a delegate, maybe you could get 
Dutch Anti Apartheid tc^ponsor you. Anyway, don't mess around writing 
letters, use the telex and the telephone.

Keith's phoned us from India, he seems to be having quite a nice time, 
but he's not really one for taking advantage of such trips, I must say.

Well as you can see I really don't have any news. I also don't have any 
ideas for films that I might want to do, so for the time being I'm not 

actually working on anything new, but will wait a few months and hope that 
the muse returns or something.



2

Next week I'm going to the very last meeting in Brussels (as I've now resigned 
from that Committee) and then to Rome for a few days to a very minor film 
festival (the people who had the festival in Sardinia a couple of years 
ago). I don't really want to go at all, but they're very nice people and 
kept asking me. Chain of Tears is also showing at Leipzig in the following 
week, at the festival there. I can't go to that as well, so Mike is going 
instead. It's really an interesting time to be going to the GDR. The 
film will be up against very strong competition, as Barry Feinberg has 
had his Huddleston film accepted, and there judgements are made on a very 
political basis.

We've been watching the TV news from Germany all weekend. It is really 
quite incredible, seeing the wall come down and people's real pleasure 
in it, and the effect on those ghastly old dinasaurs who were in charge 
there. Things are changing so fast, and I know that there are all sorts 
of right wing and CIA elements at work in Eastern Europe, but there is 
also a very genuine desire for real c hanges by the people, and they're 
not going to be fobbed off with repression anymore. The interesting things 
that the ordinary East Germans have been saying on TV like 'It was very 
nice going to have a look, and I'll probably go again, but of course I 
don't want toleave my home and family etc' and apparently most of them 
are not at all keen on reunification.

The apartheid and environment film is coming along, it's got some quite 
interesting stuff in it, but not the way I would have done it, so I just 
supervise it and take my pay.

I thought of^getting you a Xmas cake and stuff from M&S, but couldn't think 
how to get it to you, as I don't like to ask Wilf to take anything else, 
and posting it would be a waste of time, so it will have to be the thought 
that counts.

Well that's it, I've dredged up every single bit of news,

lots of love,
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D e a r e s t  T o n i ,

By n o w  y o u  w i l l  s n o w  ( w h e n  R u s t y  tele.:as you) t h a t  W i l f  a r r i v e d

! t h  al l  the s t u f f .  T n  ';dditior, he-.-bad n e t  t a k e n  t'ne p a c k e t s

o u t  o f  t..e p l a s t i c  c a r r i e r  b a g  in w h i c h  t n e y  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d ,

s o  t h a t  ” hon h? a r r i v e d  h e  f c u r d  y o u "  l a t t e r  re v o d k a  arid c b o c -  
olr.to. A h  w e l l ,  "? y o u  s£>id obmjfc C h r ' - t m r  i t ' s  th e  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  c o u n t s ,  a n d  I am t u c k i n g  a w a y  t h e  " i v e  p o u n d  n o t e  (no 
p o u n d  ?igi on t h i s  t y p e w r i t e r ) a n d  i n t e n d  t h a t  it s h o u l d  be 
u s e d  f o r  tho p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  it 'was i n t e n d e d .

R o w  r b o u t  w h a t  y o u  s e n t :  I h o d  r e c e i v e d  o n e  l e t t e r  f r o m  B e r y l ’, 
n n c  t h e  f i r s t  a c c o u n t ,  w h i c h  I p s i d  b e c a u s e  th e  b a n k  3 e n t  me 
Ci c h e q u e  bool; f o r  that- *./c. T w i l l  al-so p a y  t h e  s e c o n d  one.

Bli’." ■ X r a n t e d  NEVj t a p e s ,  n o t  th e  o l e  o n e s .  T h e r e ' s  no p o i n t  In 

st r- . ' - . i i . u c  t h e  olii o n e s  b a c k ,  us, I e x p l a i n e d  in the' l e t t s r  of 
3 1 e ‘ C o t ,  ^ a g r e e d  t h e  o l d  o n e s  s h o u l d  be re-tsined, b u t  t.h I * n  no 
'joint to c h e c k  the.i. at t h i s  s t a g e ,  e n d  w o u l d  r a t h e r  y o u  -kept 

t h e e  t h a n  t h a t  !• c e r t  t h e n  a r o u n d .  S e c o n d l y ,  y o u  n e e d  n o -  
s e n d  t h e  tra n s c r i p . t s  e i t h e r ,  as toy t i m e  is t a k e n  u p  i f t h d o i n g  
n o w  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  h o u s e w o r n  a n d  s i m i l a r  irapo. t a u t  n a t t o r s .

T h e y  a r e  v e r y  h e a v y ,  a n d  if y o u  c a n  s t a r s  t h e m  the t i n s  w i l l  
c c r  . ithir. t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  w h e n  I w i l l  r e l i e v e  y o u  of 
a l l  t h i s  c l o b b e r .  1 a »  g o i n g  to n e e d  s o m e  n e w  t a p e s  f a i r l y  

s o o n ,  s o  w o n d e r  if y o u  c a n  a s k  W o l f i e  w h o  is c o m i n g  out, if 
a n y o n e ,  a n d  i f  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  to L u s a k a  i t ' s  s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
me to g e t  t h e m -, p r o v i d e d  t h e y ' r e  n o t  j u s t  d u m p e d  o n  a n y o n e ' s  
d e s k  a n d  l e f t  t h e r e .

T o  r e v e r t  to n o n - r e c e i p t  o f  l e t t e r s .  Y o u  c a n  t e l l  A v i a n  t h a t  
R u s t y  h ? s  n o t  r e c e i v e d  s.ny l e t t e r s  f r o m  his,, a l t h o u g h  X d i d  
r e c e i v e  the l e t t e r  he s e n t  to rae a b o u t  an a r t i c l e  I w r o t e ,  an d  
I r e p l i e d ,  a n d  h o p e  he r e c e i v e d  it. D i s a s t r o u s  is t h a t  th e  l e t t e r  
R u s t y  s e n t  o v e r  a m o n t h  a g o  to W i l f  e x p l a i n i n g  a m o n g  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  w h y  he c o u l d n ' t  s t a y  h e r e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  o r  t h r o e  

d a y s  n e v e r  a r r i v e d ,  a n d  n o w  w e  ar e  s t u c k  w i t h  W i l f  5 E i r l y s ,  hi s  
f r i e n d ,  a n d  w i l l  h a v e  to p u t  t h e n  b o t h  u p  in t h a t  o n e  r o om, 
a n d  w i l l  h a v e  to f i n d  s o m e  way: o f  g e t t i n g  in a n d  o u t  o f  t o w n  to 

b u y  s u p p l i e s ,  as w e  c a n ' t  e x p e c t  M a z i n b u  to f o o d  t h e m  f o r  the 
n e x t  10 d a y s ,  w h i c h  is w h a t  t h e y  ar e  s t a y i n g  b a c ^ u s ^  t h e y  c a n ' t  
c h a n g e  t h e i r  o t h e r  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  I t ' s  g o i n g  to be a  t r y i n g  time. 
O t h e r  l e t t e r s  a l s o  s e e m  n o t  to h a v e  a r r i v e d ,  b u t  s o m e  do. Y o u  
n e v e r  c a n  t e ll.

Re w a s h i n g  m a c h g i n e ,  R u s t y  s a y s  h e  is going: to l e a v e  it u n t i l  lie

g e  tc b a c k  to n g l a n d , b e c a u s e  he h a s n t  * n y  d o c u m e n t s  to s h o w  he 
h a s  p ? i d  f o r  it, e t c .  Re t h ? e  t l a l l b o n g w e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  I w o u l d  
lilce . to g e t  t h e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  as I w o u l d  n a v e  the c h a n c e  bt> m e e t  
S A  w o m e n  n o w  in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  s e n d i n g  s i x  w o m e n  

f r o m  E a s t  A f r i c a  a n d  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c h o s e n  t h e m ,  i d o n ' t  q u i t e  
k n o v  h o w  to w o r k  m y s e l f  in. I c a n ' t  t e l e x  D u t c h  A#. a n d  p h o n i n g  
fro;, h e r e  is to o  d i f f i c u l t .  I a m  w r i t i n g  to Foils to s e e  if he 
c a n  a s s i s t  ( a l t h o u g h  w h a t  './-ill h a p p e n  to p o o r  R d u r i n g  t h a t  
p e r i o d  if I go?)

R u s t y  say.- h o  i.s t r y i n g  to d r a f t  a r o u g h  i d e a  o f  a f i l m  t r e a t m e n t  
W h a t  h a p p e n e d  to t'ne b a g  l a d y ?  T h e r e  w a s  a d e l i g h t f u l  a r t i c l e  by 
A l a n  B e n n e t t  i n  th e  L o n d o n  R e v i e w  o f  B o o k s  a b o u t  a b a g  l a d y  
t h a t  p a r k e d  h e r s e l f  in h i s  ~ a r d e n  f o r  a f e w  y e a r s ,  r e a l l y  g o o d .



tly f r i e n d  E d i t h  w r i t e s  f r o m  B e r l i n  (GD K ) :

I s a w  a file, w i & h  T o n i ' s  n a m e  o n  it c a l l e d  :lT h e  O t h e r  3 o m b ' .  W h i l l e  
w a t c h i n g  it i d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  it, a n d  I ’
D o n :t watcli T V  i d l y  - it w a s  I n t e r e s t i n g .  P l e a s e  t e l l  h e r  I 
a d m i r e d  tne w a y  it w a s  d o n e .  T h e r e  w a s  a G e r m a n  w o m a n  r'n it 
n a m e d  I m r a r d  G o t t r u p ,  the 3 i o r t  of p e r s o n  I w o u l d  l i k e  to k n o w ,  
a l t h o u g h  h e r  h u s b a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  -ipzia on t h e  a t o m  b o m b ,  
s h e  l e a r n e d  a l o t ,  b u t  n o t  a b o u t  b o m b s .

W e l l ,  l i k s  y o u ,  J ' v e  r e a c h e d  t h e  e n d  o f  t r i v i a  to t e l l  ycu, 
e x c e p t  t h a t  i t ' 3  r a i n e d  a t  l a s t  a n d  m e r c i f u l l y  is c o o l e r ,  

l i t n o u g h  th e  l o c a l  w i s d o m  is t h a t  D e c e m b e r  is t h e  h o t t e s t  
m o n t h

D o n ' t  K n o w  i f  I m e n t i o n e d  X i n t e r v i e w e d  A l p h e n s  - the b e s t  
i n t e r v i e w  s o  f a r ,  a l t h o u g h  ( n o t  f i n i s h e d  y e t )  a n d  wisf he w o u l d  
writ.! h i s  owfi s t c r y ,  i t ' s  a w o n d e r f u l  b o o k  in i t s e l f ,  and 
h e ’; s o  a r t i c u l a t e .  I f e e l  r e a l l y  s o r r y  W i s t  hr is h e r e ,  w h e r e  
h a  is v a s t a d  a n d  c a n n o t  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  ehonj e a n y  tfeinf-:, th e  

sfcu i b l i n g  bloc!: b e i n g  a u t h o r i t y  f r o a  L u s a k a  i.hnt m a k e s  any 
r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  h e r e  i m p o s s i b l e .

O u r  l o v e  to y o u  all
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D e a r  M o m  S, Dad,

In t h e  l a s t  7 w e e k s  I ' v e  r e c e i v e d  A l e t t e r s  f r o m  y o u ,  3 o f  t h e m  
i n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k .  T h e  f i r s t  w a s  d a t e d  3 1 s t  O c t  & w a s  w a s  

t o  F r a n c e s  8< K e i t h ,  t h e n  o n e  d a t e d N o v  1 7 t h ,  t h e n  O C t  1 5 t h 4 
a n d  t h e n  y e s t e r d a y  d a t e d  N o v  1 7 t h  - so t h a t ' s  h o w  t h e  p o s t  
is .
L a s t  w e e k  I w a s  in B r u s s e l s  a n d  t h e n  H o m e  f o r  a f e w  d a y s .
R o m e  w a s  v e r y  n i c e ,  m u c h  w a r m e r  t h a n  h e r e ,  a n d  s u c h  w o n d e r f u l  
f o o d .  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  a f r i e n d  t o  p h o n e  V i t t o r i o  f o r  me 
a b o u t  t h e  w o o d w o r m  o r  t e r m i t e s  in t h e  w i n d o w  f r a m e s  of t h e  

h o u s e  a n d  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  h i m ,  s o  it w i l l  j u s t  h a v e  t o  r o t  
u n t i l  n e x t  y e a r .  I w a s  o n  a s o r t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  p a n e l  w i t h  
P e t e r  M a n n i n g  f r o m  S W A P O , t h e  c h i e f  r e p  in I t a l y ,  a y o u n g  
m a n  f r o m  t h e  n e w l y  f o r m e d  F i l m  5, A l l i e d  W o r k e r s  Org. i n s i d e  

S . A .  a n d  E a r r y  F e i n b e r g  - h e  w a s  g u i t e  f r i e n d l y  b u t  is s u c h  
a p a i n !  I a l s o  h a d  d i n n e r  w i t h  J o s e  L u i s  C a b a c o  w h o  u s e d  
t o  b e  m i n i s t e r  of i n f o r m a t i o n  in M o z a m b i q u e  a n d  is s t i l l  
s o m e t h i n g  o r  o t h e r  in t h a t  a r e a ,  I k n e w  h i m  f r o m  b e f o r e .

S i n c e  I ' v e  b e e n  b a c k  t h e  w e a t h e r  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  f r e e z i n g ,  
b e l o w  z e r o  a t  n i g h t  a n d  h e a v y  f r o s t s ,  b u t  q u i t e  s u n n y .  L a s t  
w e e k e n d  w e  w e n t  u p  t o  C u m b r i a  t o  m y  f r i e n d  M a r g i e ' s  w e d d i n g ,  
s h e  m a r r i e d  t h i s  g u y  c a l l e d  N i c k  w h o  d o e s  c o n s u l t a n c i e s  

o n  w i n d  a n d  s o l a r  t e c h n o l o g i e s  in t h e  F L  S t a t e s .  H e  g o e s  
o u t  t h e r e  f o r  a f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  s e t s  u p  c o  o p e r a t i v e s  a n d  
t e a c h e s  t h e m  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e n  l e a v e s  o n c e  t h e y  c a n  
r u n  it. H e  is a l s o  i n v o l v e d  in a c o  o p  t h a t  h a s  b o u g h t  
a n  i n c r e d i b l y  h u g e  o l d  h o u s e  in t h e  n o r t h  P e n i n e s  a n d  t h e y ' v e  
a l l  r e n o v a t e d  it a n d  m a d e  it v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  a n d  it is 
a s o r t  o f  s t u d y  c e n t r e ,  t h e y  r u n  s h o r t  c o u r s e s  o n  v a r i o u s  
t h i n g s  t h e r e  a n d  h i r e  it o u t  f o r  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  s e m i n a r s .

S o  t h e y  h a d  t h e  w h o l e  p l a c e  at t h e i r  d i s p o p s a l  f o r  t h e  w e d d i n g  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  v e r y  g o o d  S c o t s  c h e f ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  g u e s t s  s p e n t  
t h e  w e e k e n d  t h e r e  in g r e a t  c o m f o r t  - a s l i g h t  d i v i s i o n  b e t w e e n  
t h e  E n g l i s h  g u e s t s  w h o  d i d n ' t  m i x  t h a t  w e l l  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  
A f r i c a n  / Z i m b a b w e a n  c o n t i n g e n t  w h o  w e r e  v e r y  n o i s y .  M a r k  
a n d  N i c k  c a m e  w i t h  us, a n d  t h e n  w e  d r o p p e d  N i c k  b a c k  at 
N o t t i n g h a m  on t h e  w a y  b a c k  - h e ' s  g o t  g u i t e  a n i c e  f l a t  
t h e r e  a n d  it is k e p t  in q u i t e  a c i v i l i s e d  m a n n e r .

N o t h i n g  e l s e  r e a l l y ,  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f i l m  is c o m i n g  on, 
it h a s  t o  b e  f i n i s h e d  in J a n u a r y  f o r  b r o a d c a s t  on 4 t h  F e b .
It w i l l  b e  O . K .  5, I s u p p o s e  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b u t  n o t  at 
a l l  t h e  f i l m  I w o u l d  h a v e  m a d e .  I v a n  f i n s i h e s  w i t h  P o i r r o t  
a t  X m a s ,  a n d  t h e n  n o t h i n g  s o  f a r  f o r  n e x t  y e a r .  It h a s  
f i n a l l y  b e e n  d e c i d e d  t o  s p e n d  X m a s  in H a y , a s  g o i n g  o n  h o l i d a y  

is t o o  e x p e n s i v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  o f  y e a r .  I ' v e  o r d e r e d  a 
t u r k e y  f r o m  J a n  5, P a u l ,  a n d  K e i t h  w i l l  j o i n  us.

N o w  o n  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  in y o u r  l e t t e r s .
F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  y o u  w r i t e  a n d  s a y  y o u  a r e  l e a v i n g ,  b u t  d o n ' t  
s a y  w h e n ,  s o  w e  h a v e  n o  i d e a  o f  w h a t  is g o i n g  on. I u n d e r s t a n d  
w h y  d a d  w a n t s  t o  l e a v e ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  d o e s n ' t  
s e e m  t o  b e  a n y  p l a n .  S o  I n e e d  t o  k n o w  w h e n  y o u  a r e  l e a v i n g ,  

w h e r e  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  e t c .  Y o u  a s k e d  f o r  T i m ' s  p h o n e  n u m b e r  
in H a r a r e ,  I w i l l  g i v e  it t o  y o u ,  b u t  I d i d  t e l l  b o t h  of 
y o u  w h e n  I w a s  a t  M a z i m b u ,  t h a t  if y o u  w a n t  t o  g o  to Z i m b a b w e ,  

y o u  m u s t  l e t  m e  k n o w  w e l l  in a d v a n c e  s o  t h a t  I c a n  c o n t a c t
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B r i d g e t  & G a r t h ,  a s  t h e y  w i l l  t r y  a n d  a r r a n g e  a h o u s e  f o r  
y o u  t o  s t a y  in a n d  a l s o  w i l l  o r g a n i s e  a n d  a d v i c e  a b o u t  t r i p s  

a n d  w h e r e  t o  s t a y  e t c .  I d o n ' t  g u i t e  k n o w  w h y  y o u  w a n t  
T i m ' s  n u m b e r ,  a l t h o u g h  I ' m  s u r e  h e ' l l  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  

y o u ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  h i s  is t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e  f o r  
y o u  tc/stay. T h e  b e s t  t h i n g  is if y o u  t e l e x  m e  as s o o n  as 
p o s s i b l e  a b o u t  y o u r  p l a n s ,  s o  t h a t  I c a n  g e t  h o l d  o f  G a r t h  
a n d  a l s o  E v e  H a l l  w h o  h a s  a h o u s e  a n d  m a y  h a v e  r o o m  f o r  y o u .
A l s o  P a m e l a  a n d  M a r c e l i n o  w i l l  o r g a n i s e  a f l a t  f o r  y o u  

i n  M a p u t o  if y o u  w a n t  t o  g o  t h e r e  f o r  a f e w  d a y s ,  i t ' s  
g u i t e  c h e a p  t o  g e t  t h e r e  f r o m  H a r a r e ,  a n d  is s u c h  a b e a u t i f u l  
c i t y ,  y o u  c a n  g o  o n  t h e  T u e s d a y  p l a n e  a n d  r e t u r n  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  
o r  s t a y  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  T u e s d a y  (No r e a l  p o i n t  in s t a y i n g  
t h p c e  l o n g ©  it )-> b u t  y o u  mtt&t ire t "We k n o w  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on, 

n o  u s e  a r r i v i n g  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  p e o p l e  s o m e  n o t i c e .

A n d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t e l e x ' s ,  D a d  n e v e r  s e n t  m e  a t e l e x  to 
s a y  t h a t  t h e  c a m e r a ' s  a n d  s t u f f  h a d  a r r i v e d ,  d o  y o u  h a v e  
m y  c o r r e c t  t e l e x  n u m b e r ?  M o m  i t ' s  v e r y  f r u s t r a t i n g  t h a t  
e v e r y  l e t t e r  I g e t  f r o m  y o u  t h e r e  is o t h e r  a r | u e s t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  

o r  a s o r t  o f  l o n g  c o m p l a i n t  t h a t  I h a v e n ' t  d o n e  t h i n g s  
c o r r e c t l y .  I k n o w  t h a t  it is d i f f i c u l t  l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  I 
k n o w  e x a c t l y  w h a t  it is l i k e ,  b o t h  t h e r e  a n d  in m u c h  w o r s e  
p l a c e s ,  b u t  as y o u  a r e  o n l y  t h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  t i m e ,  T t h i n k  
y o u  w i l l  j u s t  h a v e  t o  a c c e p t  it n o w  a n d  w a i t  t i l l  y o u  g e t  
b a c k .  Y o u  c a n ' t  i m a g i n e  h o w  d i f f i c u l t  it is t o  d o  a l l  t h e s e  
t h i n g s .  F o r  e x a m p l e  y o u  f£ c a m e r a ;  I g e t  a c a l l  f r o m  F r e d a  
t h a t  t h e  c a m e r a  h a s  a r r i v e d  w h a t  s h a l l  s h e  d o  w i t h  it.
I a r r a n g e  f o r  h e r  t o p r i n g  it h o m e  a n d  a s k  K e i t h  t o  f e t c h
it. H e  w o n ' t ,  s o  a f t e r  d a y s  I g o  r o u n d  t h e r e  o n e  n i g h t  a f t e r
w o r k  a n d  f e t c h  it. T e l e x  y o u ( w h i c h  c o s t s  m o n e y  i n c i d e n t a l l y ) ,
t h e n  I h a v e  t o  n a g  K e i t h  t o  c o m e  a n d  t a k e  it t o  b e  m e n d e d ,
t h e n  it l i e s  h e r e  f o r  w e e k s  w a i t i n g  f o r  s o m e  w a y  t o  g e t
it b a c k  t o  y o u .  B u t  i t ' s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  c a m e r a .  A s  s o m e  of
y o u r  l e t t e r s  o n l y  g e t  h e r e  a f t e r  m o n t h s ,  I ' m  n o t  a l w a y s
s u r e  o f  w h a t  y o u  w a n t  r e g a r d i n g  y o u r  t a p e s  a n d  t r a n s c r i p t s ,
a n d  y o u  h a v e  c h a n g e d  y o u r  m i n d  a s  w e l l .  S o  I d o  w h a t  I

t h i n k  is b e s t ,  I t h o u g h t  y o u  o u g h t  t o  l o o k  t h r o u g h  y o u r
t r a n s c r i p t s  t o  s e e  h o w  y o u  w e r e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  a n d  w h a t  n e e d e d

i m p r o v i n g  e t c ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  g e t  t h e m  y o u  j u s t  t e l l  m e  I
s h o u l d n " t  h a v e  d o n n  it Furt.l ei ir.ore I h a v e  lo:\g aia:d'~’ c o m p l i c a t e d  '
a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  B e r y l  t o  g e t  t h e m  e t c .  Y o u r  l e t t e r  of
3 1 s t  O c t  d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  u n t i l  a f t e r  I h a d  s e n t  t h e  t a p e s
b a c k ,  if y o u  a r e  d e s p a r a t e  t h e n  y o u  w i l l  j u s t  h a v e  t o  c h e c k  ^
s o m e  o f  t h e  o l d  o n e s  a n d  r e  u s e  t h e m .  I w i l l  a s k  K e i t h
t o  s e n d  y o u  s o m e  n e w  t a p e s ,  a n d  h o p e  y o u  d o n ' t  l e a v e  b e f o r e
t h e y  a r r i v e .  A c t u a l l y  I t h o u g h t  y o u ' d  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  vg e t i
y o u f  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  h a v e  a l o o k  a t  t h e m .  I ' l l  g e t  a ^ s l i d e
a n d  a s k  ^ o  p u t  it in w i t h  t h e  t a p e s ,  b e c a u s e  if I
p u t  it in a l e t t e r ,  t h e n  it p r o b a b l y  w o n ' t  g e t  t h r o u g h .

N o w  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g ,  is y o u r  c o m p l a i n t  a b o u t  n o t  b e i n g  t o l d  
w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on .  I c a n n o t  g o  o n  c a r r y i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l i t y  
f o r  a l l  y o u r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  w a y  t h i n g s  a r e ,  I w o r r y  a b o u t  
t h e m  f a r  m o r e  t h a n  I d o  a b o u t  (m y o w n  b o y s .  It is a t e r r i b l e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  f e e l  t h a t  I h a v e  t o  c a r r y  a l l  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  
e t c  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  a w a y .  It m a y  n o t  b e  e x p l i c i t  o n  y o u r  p a r t ,  
b u t  it c e r t a i n l y  c o m e s  a c r o s s  f r o m  y o u ,  t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  

p u t  in c h a r g e  a g a i n ,  j u s t  l i k e  w h e n  y o u  & d a d  u s e d  t o  g o  
t o  j a i l ,  o n l y  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  a d d e d  w o r r y  a b o u t  h o w  y o u  

& d a d  a r e  g o i n g  t o  c o p e  i n  A f r i c a ,  w i t h  h a r d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

a n d  c u l t u r e  s h o c k  e t c ,  a t  y o u r  a d v a n c e d  a g e .  B e c a u s e  n e i t h e r
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o f  y o u  h a v e  e v e r  r e a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  A f r i c a  
- S o u t h  A f r i c a  d o e s  n o t  c o u n t  in t h i s  c o n t e x t .  I r e a l l y  
t h i n k  t h a t  as a l l  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  q u i t e  o l d  n o w  t h e y  s h o u l d  
n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  m y  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  h o w  it is. If 
y o u  a r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e m  y o u  a l w a y s  a s k  m e  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  
on, o r  t o  h e l p  t h e m  o r  t a l k  t o  t h e m  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I c a n ' t  
s e e m  t o  e x p r e s s  t h i s  p r o p e r l y , b u t  c a r r y i n g  t h a t  k i n d  of 
b u r d e n  o n  y o u r  b e h a l f  ( a n d  m o m  a l t h o u g h  y o u  m a y  n o t  r e a l i s e  
it, y o u  c3o g i v e  it t o  m e ) ,  j u s t  is t o o  d i f f i c u l t .  I h a v e  
e n o u g h  o f  m y  o w n  w o r r i e s  a b o u t  m y  f a m i l y ,  w o r k ,  b u s i n e s s ,  
f i l m s  e t c ,  a n d  t h i s  j u s t  e n d s  u p  b y  m a k i n g  m e  d e p r e s s e d  

a n d  u n a b l e  t o  < a t e  at a l l .  S o  a s k  t h e m , a n d  t e l l  t h e m

F o r  t h e  r e c o r d :  F r a n c i e " s  o p e r a t i o n .  A l l  t h a t  h a p p e n e d  
w h i l e  I w a s  a w a y  in A f r i c a .  I s p o k e  t o  K e i t h  o n  t h e  p h o n e  
a n d  w e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t  p o i n t  in s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  
u n t i l  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b i o p s y  w a s  k n o w n  ( a m a t t e r  o f  a 
f e w ^ a y s ) .  I u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  F r a n c i e  w a s  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u  h e r s e l f ,  
in t h e  m e a n t i m e  I s p e n t  a l l  t h e  t i m e  w o r r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  
a b o u t  w h a t  t o  d o  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  it toijb m y s e l f  u n t i l  
t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  k n o w n .  If s h e  h a s n ' t  t o l d  y o u  t h e n  t h i s

~ is fcrre s ttj-ry-^^Ift- felte s u-m m G iced- -a—-gafefos-g -m e s s y  ir.ols---
o n  h e r  l e g  a n d  t o l d  h e r  t o  s e e  t h e  D r . ,.w h l c h  w h e  d i d  a f t e r  
s o m e  t i m e , .  A b i o p s y  w a s  p e r f o r m e d ,  i ^ , ^ w a s x c r u n d  to b e  m a l i g n a n t  
a n d  the-(£ r e m o v e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t i s s u e  a n d  f o u n d  

t h a t  it w a s  a l l  c l e a r ^ i ^ t  h ^ n ^ j t ^  s p r e a d  a n y w h e r e  a n d  t h a t  
w a s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h a t l T ^ s  f o r  P a t r i c k ,  w e l l  I ' m  n o t  p r e p a r e d  
t o  h a n d l e  t h a t  a n y  m o r e  e i t h e r .  Y o u  a s k e d  m e  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  

h i m  w h e n  h e  w a s  in s o m e  s o r t  o f  c r i s e s ,  I a r r a n g e d  f o r  h i m  
t o  s t a r t  t h e r a p y  w i t h  R a e ,  a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I c a m e  t o  

M a z i m b u  h e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  d o i n g  v e r y  w e l l ,  I s p e n t  a l o t  of 
t i m e  w i t h  h i m ,  as h e  w a s  s t a y i n g  in L o n d o n  a c o u p l e  o f  n i g h t s  
a w e e k .  S o m e  t i m e  a f t e r  I g o t  b a c k ,  h e  w a l k e d  o u t  o f  h i s  
t h e r a p y  f o r  v e r y  c h i l d i s h  r e a s o n s .  In f a c t  h e  is b e h a v i n g  
l i k e  a v e r y  d e m a n d i n g  a d o l e s c e n t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t .  In t h e  m e a n t i m e  
y o u  w r o t e  a l l  s o r t s  o f  $ n i c  l e t t e r s  t o  R a e  ( w h o  as a t h e r a p i s t  
c a n n o t  t#ii.k a b o u t  h e r  p a t i e n t s ,  e v e n  if t h e y  a r e  r e l a t i v e s ) ,  
w h o  t h e n  p h o n e s  m e  t o  a s k  m e  t o  t r y  a n d  c a l m  y o u  d o w n  a n d  

r e a s s u r e  y o u  e t c .  A n y w a y  - h e  l e f t  h i s  t h e r a p y ,  b u t  s t i l l  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o m e  t o  L o n d o n  m o s t  w e e k s .  H e  h a s  t o l d  Y v o n n e  
h e  is l e a v i n g  h e r ,  b u t  r e m a i n s  l i v i n g  at h o m e ,  w h i c h  is 
v e r y  h a r d  o n  h e r ,  h e  r e f u s e s  t o  d i s c u s s  it b e c a u s e  h e  s a y s  

l' t h e r  e is n o t h i n g  t o  s o r t  o u t .  H e  is c o m p l e t e l y  o b s e s s e d  
b y  h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  w h e n  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  h i m ,  a b o u t  m a y b e  
t h i n k i n g  o f  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  e t c ,  t e l l s  m e  h e  is o n l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  in m a k i n g  m o n e y  a n d  n o t h i n g  e l s e  in l i f e  m a t t e r ^

H e  o n l y  m e a s u r e s  h i m s e l f  b y  m a t e r i a l  g o o d s  (eg f a s t  c a r ,  
b i g  h o u s e  e t c  e t c )  a n d  o n l y  m o n e y  c a n  m a k e  h i m  h a p p y .  H e  
h a s  s u c c e e d e d  in m a k i n g  m e  v e r y  u n h a p p y ,  a n d  h i s  w h o l e  

f a m i l y ,  a n d  I h a v e  b e e n  a d v i s e d  a n d  h a d  t o  d e c i d e  t o  d i s e n g a g e  
f r o m  it a l l .  H e  c a n  c o m e  a n d  s t a y  h e r e ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  

I c a n ' t  t a k e  o n  h i s  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  a c t u a l l y  n e i t h e r  c a n  y®?',

w h a t  y o u  w a n t ^  ̂  0 a r ^  n lr  w /■% "a 11 4- ivi r\ V\ 1i  4- -I- Vl Ti 4- I ci

Registered Office: Central House, Broad Street, Birmingham B 1 2JP. Registered in England and Wales, No. 1490357



4

T h e  g u y  is o v e r  4 0  a n d  w i l l  o n l y  d o  w h a t  h e  w a n t s  t o  do, 
a n d  I c a n ' t  g o  o n  b e i n g  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  a l l  t h i s .

A s  f o r  K e i t h ,  w e l l  h e  c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  I n d i a  t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  
a n d  s o u n d e d  v e r y  c h e e r f u l ,  b u t  h a s  a s k e d  m e  n o t  t o  t e l l  
h i m  a b o u t  a n y o n e ' s  p r o b l e m s  b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  t o  k n o w ,  
s o  h e  is n o t  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  o n  a n y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  I d o n ' t  

k n o w  w h e t h e r  y o u r  m o n e y  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  A n t h o n y  S H c i e l ,  b e t t e r  
t e l e x  ;t h e m  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  I ' m  c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  p a y i n g  B e r y l ,  
b e c u a s e  I t h o u g h t  P a t  w a s  t o  p a y  h e r  a n d  n o w  y o u  s a y  y o u

o r  y o u  a n d  t h e n  c l a r i f y  it w i t h  h i m .

B a s i c a l l y ,  w h a t  I ' m  s a y i n g  is d o n ' t  a s k  m e  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  y o u r  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  a s k  t h e m .

EW
H a w

i a

t h e  o u t l i n e  f o r  t h e  m i n i n g  

s c r i p t e d  a n d  t h o u g h t  o u t ,  f a r  
a  d o c u m e n t a r y ,  d o n ' t  n e e d  to 
'tc i n t o  a n  o u t l i n e .  W h a t  
b i t  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  a b o u t  e a c h  

a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  If 

o n e  o r  t w o  p a r a g r a p h s  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  
t t h e  i d e a  in f o r  f u n d i n g . -  

i n y  b i t  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  b e h i n c J ^ t ^ / f ^ ^  
e r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  e t c .

D a d ,  t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  
f i l m .  I m u s t  s a y  it is v e r y  
m o r e  s o  t h a n  is r e g u i r e d  f o r  
s t a r t  p u t t i n g  c a m e r a  a n g l e s  

is m i s s i n g  t h o u g h  is a l i t t l e  
o f  t h e  s t r i k e s  a n d  c o u n t r i e s  
y o u  h a v e  t h e  t i m e  to g i v e  m e  
o n  e a c h  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e n  I w i l  
I h t i n k  t h e r e  n e e d s  to b e  a t 
e a c h  c o a l  m i n i n g  c o u n t r y ,  th

N o t h i n g  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  H a p p e n e d  a b o u t  t h e  b a g  l a o y  f i l m ,  
t h e y  s e e m  t o  h a v e  l o s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  it. I h a v e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  
a f t e r  J a n u a r y ,  w h e n  t h i s  f i l m  is f i n i s h e d ,  I ' m  g o i n g  to 
t a k e  s o m e  t i m e  o f f .  I h a v e  n o  i d e a s  f o r  t h i n g s  t h a t  I w a n t  
t o  d o  , a n d  d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w a n t  t o  g o  s t r a i g h t  o n  t o  

a n o t h e r  f i l m  a t  t h e  m o m e n t .  I w o u l d  r a t h e r  n o t  d o  a n y t h i n g  
f o r  a w h i l e ,  I ' m  t o o  t i r e d  t o  j u s t  w o r k  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of 
it, a n d  w i l l  w a i t  u n t i l  I h a v e  a r e a l l y  g o o d  i d e a  t h a t  I 
w a n t  t o  do ,  o r  m a y b e  d a d ' s  m i n i n g  f i l m  w i l l  c o m e  up.

I ' m  s e n d i n g  t h i s  t h e  e x p e n s i v e  w a y  s o  t h a t  it w i l l  r e a c h  
y o u  s o  t h a t  y o u  c a n  l e t  m e  k n o w  a b o u t  y o u r  t r a v e l  p l a n s .
B y  t h e  w a y ,  w h y  d o  y o u  h a v e  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  g u e s t  h o u s e  in 

L u s a k a ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  f o r  t h i s  b o o k  t o  e n a b l e  
y o u  to s t a y  in a h o t e l .
M v  t e l e x j  2 6 6 0 7 5  P R O D C - G
T i m  L e a c h , 5 W y c o m b e  A v e , M t  P l e a s a n t ,  H a r a r e  P h o n e : 3 7 3 3 3  
Y o u ~ c a n  t e l e x  h i m  at w o r k  o n H a r a r e  2 4 2 5 1  P h o n e  a t  w o r k  7 2 5 5 6 5  
If y o u  n e e d  d o l l a r s  o u t  t h e r e ,  a s k  h i m  a n d  I w i l l  p a y  h i m  
b a c k .
D a v i d  M a r t i n _ &  P h y l l i s  J o h n s o n , 3 J e d b u r g h  R d , B o r r o w d a l e ,H a r a r e  
P h o n e 8 8 2 3 4 0 .  I k n o w  D a d  h a t e s  h i m .  B u t  a c t u a l l y  t h e y  w o u l d  
b e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  s e e  y o u  a n d  h e l p  y o u  a n d  h a v e  a v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  
h o u s e  u p  in t h e  V u m b a  M o u n t a i n s  n e a r  M u t a r e ,  w h i c h  t h e y  
w o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  l e n d  y o u ,  a n d  a h o u s e  in M a p u t o  
t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e  ( a n d  a c a r  t h e r e )

I f H y l l i s  Naido.o , A 2 L a n a r k  R d  H a r a r e  p h o n e  7 3 3 3 8 9  *
S i m o n  B r i g h t  I n g r i d .  4 2 E a s t  Rd , A v o n d a l e ,  H a r a r e  "'pfione S 1 4  
7 3 3 4 1 6 .  T h e y ' r e  f r i e n d s  o f  m i n e  a n d  S i m o n  is v e r y  g e n e r o u s  
a n d  m a y  b e  h e l p f u l ,  p h o n e  t h e m  a n y w a y .  \
B r i d g e t  &  G a r t h  P h o n e  3 0 3 1 7 5 ( t h i s  is s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a s e c r e t  

a n d  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  m o v e d  o n  f r o m  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  

(T**- so, b u t  b e  c a r e f u l  w h e r e  y o u  p h o n e  t h e m  f r o m ,  ie a n e u t r a l  f v-.. i
p l a c e )  T h e y  a r e  y o u r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t a c t  f o r  Z i m b a b w e .  \ , v H
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R i c a  s h o u l d  b e  t h e r e ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n  a d d r e s s ,  I a l s o  
d o n ' t  h a v e  E v e  H a l l _'s a d d r e s s ,  b u t  P a m e l a  d o e s .

P a m  & m a r c e l i n o d o s  S a n t o s . R u e  C, 30 S o m m e r s c h i e l d , M a p u t o ,
r h o n e  ^ 9 1 7 5 1 ( h o m e ) o r  4 9 1 0 8 1  o n l y  in e m e r g e n c y .
If y o u  n e e d  o t h e r  c o n t a c t s  in M a p u t o  t h e n  a s k  me.
I a l s o  h a v e  s o m e  c o n t a c t s  f o r  K e n y a  a n d  A n g o l a  if y o u  a r e  
g o i n g  t o  t h e m

O h  y e s ,  R o b  T ^ r e l l  p h o n e d  a b o u t  s o m e  b o o k s  y o u  w a n t ,  do
y o u  w a n t  t h e m  s e n t  o r  a r e  y o u  l e a v i n g  o r  w h a t .

O h  y e s ,  I s p o k e  t o  R a e  a c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  a g o ,  a n d  s h e  s a i d  

s h e  h a d  v e r y  h i g h  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e ,  a n d  h a d  t o  g o  i n t o  h o s p i t a l  
f o r  t h e m  t o  t r y  a n d  c o n t r o l  it, a n d  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  g i v e  u p  

w o r k ,  s o  I t h i n k  y o u  h a d  b e t t e r  w r i t e  t o  h e r .

T h a t ' s  a b o u t  it, 1 h a v e  t o  g o  t o  S a i n s b u r y ' s  a n d  d o  t h e  s h o p p i n g ,
w h i c h  I h a v e n ' t  d o n e  f o r  t w o  w e e k s , a n d  a l l  w e  h a v e  in t h e
h o u s e  is o n e  s o g g y  l e t t u c e .  Y o u  m i g h t  t h i n k  i t ' s  g r e a t  t o
b e  a b l e  t o  g o  o u t  in t h e  f r e e x i n g  c o l d  a n d  d r i v e  in t h e  u n b e l i e v a b l e
L o n d o n  t r a f f i c  to t-.n fini* p a r k i n g ^  a n d  w h e e l  a _ - t r o l l e y—
a r o u n d  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  i d i o t s  a n d  b u y  a n y t h i n g  y o u  f a n c y

a n d  t h e n  c a r r y  it u p  t h e  s t a i r s  a n d  p u t  it a w a y  a n d  c o o k
i t  - b u t  o n c e  y o u  h a v e  t o  d o  it a g a i n  y o u  w o n ' t  l i k e  it.

T h a t ' s  it f o r  n o w ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  y o u r  t r a v e l  p l a n s  
e t c .  W e ' l l  b e  in H a y  f r o m  a b o u t  t h e  2 2 n d  D e c  u n t i l  a f t e r  
N e w  Y e a r ,  a n d  I p r o b a b l y  w o n ' t  g o  t o  m y  o f f i c e  b e f o r e  t h e  
9 t h  o r  1 0 t h  J a n .

L o t 's o f  l o v e ,

Registered Office: Central House. Broad Street, Birmingham B1 2JP, Registered in England and Wales, No. 1490357
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D e a r  T o n i ,

Y e s t e r d a y  w e  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  1 s t  D e c e m b e r ,  s e n t  EfcjL’ess. 
a n d  w e r e  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  y o u r  n e w s .  I am a 3 k l n g  a F i n n i s h  w o m a n  

w h o  is r e t u r n i n g  v i a  F r a n k f u r t  to p o s t  l e t t e r s  f o r  m e  t h e r a ,  a n d  
d o n ' t  w a n t  to g i v e  h e r  a b i g  b u n c h ,  s o  s e n d i n g  t h e m  a l l  to 
F r a n c e s  and a s k i n g  h e r  to s e n d  t.hem on. T i c k l o y  p r o m i s e d  to 

t a k e  l e t t e r s  f o r  us, b u t  l e f t  v i t h o u t  c o m i n g  h e r e ,  a n d  a d a y  
b e f o r e  we t h o u g h t  he w a s  l e a v i n g .

A b o u t  o u r  p l a n s .  W e  w a n t e d  to l e a v e  h e r e  at t h e  e n d  o f  D e c e m b e r ,  
b u t  I d o u b t  w h e t h e r  t h i s  w i l l  be p o s s i b l e .  W e  h a v e  to s e e  o u r  

t h i n g s  In D a r  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g ,  a n d  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  to g e t  t h e m  
t h r o u g h  c u s t o m s  a n d  s h i p p e a .  W h e n e v e r  w e  w a n t  to m a k e  p l a n s ,  the 
p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  is a l w a y s  a w a y  a n d  n o  o n e  e l s e  c a n  g i v e  a u t h o r 
i s a t i o n  f o r  m o n e y ,  t r a n s p o r t ,  e t c .  N o b o d y  r e s p o n d s  to R ' s  

l e t t e r s  to L u s a k a ,  n o  o n e  h a s  c o m m e n t e d  on h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  
t h e y  j u s t  c a r r y  o n  as t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  h a s  c h a n g e d  (as it h s B n ' t )
O u r  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  w a s  to go to L u s a k a  anc! s t a y  f c r  a w h i l e  

u n t i l  1 .ladddone i n t e r v i e w s ,  t h e n  to g o  o n  to Z i m b a b w e .  B u t  
a g a i n ,  w e  m a y  have to r e v e r s e  th e  p r o c e s s .  I t r i e d  to g e t  to 

the M a l l b o n g w e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  but w a s  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  c o u l d  3till go 
p a y i n g  m y  o w n  w a y ,  b u t  t h e n  t h a t  w o u l d  m a k e  my s t a t u s  d o u b t f u l  

a n d  X don't want to be on the o u t s i d e  of th e  A N C .  B u t  a t  the 
s a m e  t l m o ,  a n u m b e r  o f  w o m e n  I w a n t  to i n t e r v i e w  in L u s a k a  w i l l  
b e  In A m s t e r d a m  d u r i n g  J a n u a r y .  M y  o w n  f e e l i n g  is t h c t  we w i l l  
s t i l l  be h e r e  at the b e g i n n i n g  o f  J a n u a r y ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  b y  the 
t i m e  t;e g e t  to L u s a k a  t h e  M a l i b o n g w e  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  be n e a r l y  

o v e r .  Is it p o s s i b l e  to I n f o r m  B r i d g e t  a d d  G a r t h  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
s u c h  v a g u e  p l a n s ?  As s o o n  a s  t h e y  a r e  d e f i n i t e ,  w e  w i l l  t e l e x  
y ou, b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  w i l l  s o l i d i f y  v e r y  s o o n .

R u s t y  d i d  t e l e x  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  c a m e r a  I w i l l  g e t  h i m  to c h e c k  y o u r  
n u m b e r .  I ' m  s o r r y  I b u r d e n  y o u  w i t h  t h i n g s  to do, a n d  w i l l  tr y  
to a v o i d  i t  f r o m  n o w  on ,  b u t  m u s t  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  I a m  w r i t i n g  
a r o u n d  ;o v h e x o u s  p e o p l e  a n d  p l a c e s  a b o u t  l e a v i n g  h e r e ,  an d  

a s k i n g  t h e m  to f o r w a r d  s t u f f  to y o u r  a d d r e s s ,  a i l  y o u  h a v e  to 
d o  is l e t  it p i l e  u p  ( e v e n  W e e k l y  G u a r d i a n s ,  w e ' l l  r e a d  t h e m  s o m e  
t l m o )  a l t h o u g h  y o u  m a y  w a n t  to o p e n  a n y  l e t t e r s ,  b u t  l e a v e  t h e m  
if y o u  d o n ' t .  I h a d  to g i v e  y o u r  a d d r e s s  as w h e n  w e  g e t  to 

w h e r e v e r  w e  a r e  g o i n g ,  w e  w i l l  p h o n e  y o u  a n d  l e t  y o u  k n o w  wherfeewe 
a r e . I do not understand how I have implicitjry conveyed to you the necessity 
to bear the responsibility for your siblings, I thought we had cleared that 
matter up, and I don't recall complaining about not being told what's going 
on since you were here; if y o u :ve read a whine of that type into my letters,
I can assure you It really wasnt there, and I don't regard you as 'in charge' 
in any sense of the word. As for Patrick, I did not think we had mentioned 
hi9m to you since the beginning of his trauma, when a letter He sent us did 
disturb us very much, and that's when we wrote to Rae, or rather wrote a 

letter to Patrick and sent it through Sae, but all that was a considerable 
tine ago. Please don't carry these angers and resentments on for extended 

periods, although it is better for you to blow off and let me know how you feel 
because otherwise I have no clue as to what messages (hidden) I air. conveying 

to you.

And why waste worry about how two old people are coping with hard living and 
culture shock? I thought I was coping extremely well and had adjusted once 
the misery of the housing problem had been solved. Did /ou find me strained 
and burdened when you were here? I feel myself very comfortable in this 
community and have been busy and occupied. It is Rusty wfeb has been mouldering 
away, but that's not culture shock it's his personality and growing deafness 
plus Reg DSptember, ANC Lusaka and general depression about the failure of the 
whole scheme to materialise after months and months of thinking and working 
at it. And the ever-deteriorating general situation in Mazimbu - one can't help



getting depressed by it when people keep coming to us, every day, with sad or 
horrific stories, and we watch Alpheus burdened with ever-increasing Insoluble 
problems of other peoples' making. So many young people come end talk to 

Rusyy about their problems, and he is helpless to do anything for them apart 
from listening. Anyway, neither the two of us nor your siblings are your 
problem and if you think this is 30 you are burdening yourself uneccesarlly. 
(Can't spell that word.)

However, re tapes: I changed my mind about using the used tape.3 because you 
yourself advised me not to, and 1 saw the logic of that. 1 have written to 
Beryl, all I want is that you keep the tanes until I return. Also, X think 
you did not give Beryl the tapes I left on the top shelf of your wardrobe when 
I was in London, as I d o n’t see them listed in the ones she transcribed. I hope 
to get netf tapes at airports or failing that in Zambia or Zimbabwe.

I see a new magazine, Africa South, advertised. Have you seen it? If it is 
interesting, keep a copy for me. I have written tc Turrell about various 

things, only telling him that he will have to find out where vie are through 
you. No other way appears open to me.

I have written to Frances about our recent social activities, so maybe she 
will send on that part of her letter to you.



29.1.90

Dear Mom & Dad,

I'm not sure if this will reach you, but am taking the opportunity to send
< r . c \ * __.this with Tania Abramses, who is going to Harare via Lusaka. Hope you get

it.

How do you like Zimbabwe? Weird country isn't it? _A bit like stepping 
into a time warp - Jo*burg vintage 1950, but with some equality for Afrcans. 
Also I bet you anything that it is raining and pouring and freezing there.
It alwys is in February. Best go up to Victoria Falls and Kariba quickly, 
it's warmer up there.

As you no doubt know, Bridget is here for a month, so Garth is left holding 
the babies, so I don't know how much he'll be able to help you. Pam phoned 
from Maputo the other day, and is hoping you'll go there, phone her to 
fix accomadation. Also don't forget David Martin ahs beautiful, underused 
house in the Vumba mountains near Mutare, which they will lend you.

The news from here is basically nothing. It hasn't been very cold this 
winter, but we had a big hurricane the other day and everything blew down.
It was very bad in the west, so I don't know if your house is O.K. but 
I presume it is as I haven't heard otherwise. It is boringly grey and 
dark and miserable, and February is always the worst.

Ivan has some work for later on this year, he's doing a documentary in 
the next few weeks for Mike Rossiter and then he's doing Lorna Doone in 
Scotland for TV or something , not too sure. I'm taking some time off 
now and don't intend to do anything for the next few months , which will 
probably mean for the next year, as it takes a long time to get things 
going when I start again. I do not wish to be asked what I'm going to 
do, as the idea is that I'm going to be doing nothing.

Mark doesn't have much work at the moment, just the few odd days here and 
there, but hopefully it will pick up later in the year. Nick is in London 
for 3 weeks, on a work placement that he has to do for his course. Got 
him a placement with IDAF, so I hope it works out.O.K. Keith has just 
been to Cyprus on a holiday brochure, and that is all I have to say.
Basically nothing much goes on. I have a pile of mail for you, what on 
earth do you think you're going to do with all the weekly Guardians so 
many months out of date - you'll never read them, because, as you may 
remember, we have very thick daily and weekend papers here that take forever 
to read.

Read in the Independent the other day that all the ANC exiles are going 
to be "flocking back later on this year." That gave me a bit offi fright, 
because I'm not sure that after 25 years I actually want to flock back, 
and I'm certainly not ready for it yet. What on earth would i do there? 
and in anycase Ivan wants to live in Durban, which I would never do! You 
can see the problems really, and what about my children, they won't want 
to flock there. Are you going to? A visit yes, a holday home in the Cape 
yes, but actually live there? Someone told me the other day that Beata 
and Alan Lipman were there.

Colin Sweet was trying to get hold of you, I gave him your numbers in Lusaka. 
The papers here are full of nothing but Eastern Europe, events in the USSR 
are very depressing I think, all those nationalities.

I don't really have anything else to say, I'm sure you'll find when you 
get back that nothing much has changed in a year. It's just your first 
shop in a big supermarket that will get to you. Please give us soem



some notice of when you expect to arrive back.

C & > -c K
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November 4th or 5th 92
57 Lock Crescent 
Kidlington 
Oxon 0X5 1HF

Dearest Toni,

It was good to talk to you the other morning. I felt you had disappeared 

into the Mozambiquan bush . . .At least when you return and visit us we 
will have emptied some of the great piles of cardboard boxes into which 
the whole of our Dorstone life disappeared, emerging in bits and pieces 

into this little house with small rooms and no spaces. Rusty worked 
like mads packing everything up, the movers came on MHoday 2nd at 8, 
we arrived in Kidlington about 3, Pat and Yvonne arrived at the same 
time, and helped us get the essentials unpacked. They are coming again 

on Saturday to spend the weekend here, which will be a great help to 
us. It's hell, moving, and we took loads and loads of stuff to Oxfam 
and to the dump near Clyron, but still arrived with masses of rubbish.

Rubbish, yes, perhaps. Loads and loads of books; no bookcases. Kitchen 
equipment - casseroles, saucepans, kitchen tools; but no place to put 
them. The kitchen is a narrow little galley, with literally no place to 
Pu** anything, not a single drawer, a few cupboards so high that even 

Rusty cant reach into them. Of course, all this is going to be changed - 
we have the drawings for the new, extended kitchen, etc, etc, but we will 
have to live for quite a long time within the limitations.There is so 
much to do - I must nag Rusty to get some of it done by others, as it will 
be years before he can make all the changes necessary. The painting, the 
colours! One room has a dark orange ceiling with a dim dark red light in 
the middle, white walls with pale blue skirting, a carpet in a sort of 
shitty yellow-brown with circles. The bathroom is best - 'avocado' 
suite, lime green shower curtains, brown striped wallpaper, orange 
splashy patterneed floor, ochre yellow painted doors and skirtings 
and yellow-striped wallpaper on the ceiling. I know, I know, it can all 
be changed. But meanwhile . . .

So the house needs a magician with a wand. But so far it is warm (no 
central heating - big old-fashioned storage heaters) well insulated, set 
in the corner of a quiet, quiet street - wonderful at night, no cars 
or noise. Everything outside at the back is beautiful, with all the trees 
shedding their bright leaves, red apples still crowning some of them, the 
canal at the bottom, white swans passing sometimes, and early in the 
morning when I looked out, lots and lots of birds. I was quifcfe app*» 
rehensive about leaving Old House Farm, the quiet at night, ?he owl, 
all the birds all day. But this is a good compromise between life in 
the country, so far from everything, and life close to a city's amenities. 
All we have ventured out to see so far is to go to the local village, 
visit the Health Centre to make arrangements to register (bit place with 
many doctors); have a haircut and go to Sainsbury's. I'm glad we have 
moved and that we're within easy reach of London and nearer to all of you.

We are going to London tomorrow to get some things at IKEA. Mainly book 
cases, although we need other essentials - no table, for instance, left 
tnat big table at Dorstone, it would only fit into the garden here. Things 
like lights, carpets, will have to wait a while. Rusty will start 
first on the kitchen, it's a priority. xxH9±* Well, he has something 
to do at last - plenty.

We've had a lovely time watching the US elections. In the end I became 
totally won over to Clinton. At first I wanted him to win because I 

couldn't stand Bush, but fct the end I wanted him to win because I think 

he's good - within the framework of American society he has made good 
statements on Abortion, gays, race, all sorts of things. He came over 
on TV stronger and stronger as the campaign went on, developed a kind 
of self-assurance, and looked dishy as well. Bush was so pathetic I cant



think how stupid people are to support him, vote for him. His whole 
campaign was disgusting, all he talked about was the question of 

trust, you can't trust him, there's this character thing, and I have 
the vision thing for America, and Clinton and Gore are a couple of 

Bozos, and Gore is the ozone freak, and so on and on. Policy? Never 
mentioned. We watched the three debates with Bush, Clinton and that 
monstrous little clown of a billionaire, Ross Perot. Fascinating stuff.

Well, you'll soon be back. What are you doing for Shcristrnas? Staying 
at home and boycotting the family? One thing for sure, we can't 

accommodate people here, not yet. But if you decide tapboycott us all, 
we can always go to Frances.

Anyway, we look forward to seeing you.

Much love

V



4 November 1993

Dearest Toni

D o n’t know whether this will reach you, but I'm writing two tfdys after 
receiving your letter, so hope it finds you somewhere.

It was really good to hear from you, and that you are enjoying the work 
despite Stephan, who sounds really heavy - despite all your forebodings 
about who you would be landed with, I think you could not have imagined 
anyone so hopeless and difficult. How much longer do you have together,

I wonder, I have lost track of time. I'm happy that you are enjoying 
the work, and somehow knew you would be good at it, because truly you 

are a wonderful organiser.

We are both OK, meandering along. I've been occupied for quite a eto&le 
with proofs of the book, not only proof-reading, but checking on names, 
spellings, explanations and so on, and trying to make adjustments in 
the setting, which was really ridiculous; that is, the type and pages 
ar^ generally OK, but as the intervf&cw run on, one after the other, 
with just a double space in between, the typesetters (where it happened 

to fall that way) have set a new interview literally starting with one 
line at the bottom of a page, which looks ridiulous. To remedy this 
without going into great expense and wasting time, I've had to go through 
all these places talcing a fouplenes out of one interview and adding a 
few to another so that they don't start at the very bottom of the 
page. However, geneally I'm so pleased now that it is all going ahead, 
ant; publication date is 3 February, so I should get copies (with luck) 

before Christmas, that I'm prepared to do anything necessary to speed 
it up. I'm also trying to prepare a list of people to whom Cape will 
send a circular, so When (if) we see you, perhaps you can suggest some 
names of people you know who might want to read the book.

Rusty is gradually, slowly, working on all the things that need to be worked on 

putting up curtain rails, finishing off the conservatory insulation, both 
outside and in, and yesterday he started painting the conservatory, which is 
already making a pleasant difference, and when that's finished, he will begin 

on the floor. The thing is that we are perfectly comfortable as things are, 
with a finished and functioning kitchen, living room, and the conservatory, so 

that the awful carpet, mess and siorder in the rest of the living space doesnt 
really worry us. And when downstairs is all done, there's the horrible bath
room, so I think Rusty has work that will take him the rest of his life, or 
at least the next few years. He keeps complaining about how he hasnt got the 

energy he used to have. He also does spells in the garden, works like mad 
the whole morning, then complains about loss of energy. I have done quite a 
lot of gardening. Rusty makes everything orderly. He can't bear overgrown 

beds, chops down un-needed bushes and even trees, so at present Everything 
looks really neat - except that most of the beds are empty. We've bought a 
few bushes, but they are small, and this is ardead season for flowers. I've 
planted lots and lots of bulbs, because I love them, so it will be more than 

just bluebells in Spring.

The weather has been quite warm, only for the past 2 weeks just a heavy dark 
grey lowering depressing blanket of cloud. It gets dark so early, it never 
really seems to get properly light. Despite that, it's a most beautiful time 
of the year, and it won't last, the trees are shedding their leaves, we are 
knee-deep in leaves and bird-pecked apples (tons and tons of cooking apples) 
but the trees are flaming and gorgeous. On Sunday we are going to Hereford 
because Jane (Nick Sherwood's Jane) is having an exhibition there. We will 
go to our friends the Merriams and stay with them Sunday night - they are 
just outside Dorstone, our old stamping ground. I am so looking forward to it



because of the drive there in the blazing Autumn countryside*

I suppose you know Ronnie will be here soon to promote his book - Eleanor too,

I believe. We will go to London to see him, either to the book promotion or 
some party or other, although the ANC seems to have wiped us off their 

records despite many letters and phone calls, because we hear nothing at all 
from them - Rusty even spoke to Mendi, but nothing happens, so to find out 
I have to phone Tam Baker.

So what else have I been doing, besides garening, going to Sainsbury's to save 
money (every item labelled 'You Save 20p!) preparing meals, writing letters, 

an article or two, and reading? (At last, at least a bit more reading than 
I ever managed, and lots of good books around)? Well, I spent about two 
weeks secretly writing a poem - I saw a poetry competition, and when I read 

what poets are writing these days it makes me want to do better than that.
So I've entered for this competition, don't expect to win first prize, but 

there are a number of lesser (money) prizes. Haven't told anyone, not even 
Rusty, so that if nothing comes of it, no one need know. I think it's rather 
a good poem. I also go to Oxford sometimes and potter around the Ashmolean 
of a couple of galleries and the bookshops. We also went to an AAM meeting - 

there's a persistent active elderly woman secretary who toadies me, so I 
went & made R come, despite my resolution never to go to such meetings an 
more. .

Spencer stayed with us one light last week (installation for the Thames 

Valley Police) and bumped his head on all our overhead lights. He really has 
a weight problem - or is it an appetitie problem) Four slices of my bread before 
dinner. But he was most agreeable, and somehow not as simple as he sometimes 

seems. Although with ffiusty's hearing problems and the way Spencer speaks, 

conversation became difficult (for Rusty, that is.)

All the news, from everywhere, is simply horrible. Ireland has been devastating 
and the endless speculation, interviews & other nonsense on the news drives one 

mad. Bosnia slips to the last pages, but is still there, with graphic stories 
that you don't want to read because you know how awful it is. British politics 
are just in the sink - rail privatisation, quiet corruption everywhere, WHS 
getting worse & worse, a totally incompetent 0~but wrecking - government & a 
totally ineffectual & rightwing opposition. And at present, horrific details 
about the little Bulger boy, two 11-year-olds on trial somehow what they did 
does not make sense, hov/ever much you try to reason ifctout. But we go on listen
ing to the radio A watching the TV news. Incidentally, almost nothing from SA, 
we're really out of touch. This morning, on Women's Hour, they had an item about 
how they are now dealing with rape (it was from Cape Town) in SA, and it 
bears out, in another sphere, what you wrote about the visible change in the 
police.

I suppose you keep in touch with phone calls between you and Ivan. He phoned 
the other day about stuffing a chicken - he was cooking for Nick & Mark - and 
told me they are both vegetarians; I couldn't believe it. Ivan says they're 
sort of meat-eating vegetarians.

,uch love from both of us.



2 4 t h  O c t o b e r  1 9 9 3 .

D e a r  m o m  &  dad.

H e r e  I a m  m o r e  o r  l e s s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w o r l d  - n e x t  s t o p  
A n t a r t i c a ,  a n d  I f e e l  q u i t e  i s o l a t e d .  E a s t  L o n d o n  w h e r e  I ' m  
b a s e d  is a  r e a l  s l o w ,  b a c k w a r d  t o w n  t h a t  is r e a l l y  s e t  in 

t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 's. T h e r e  a r e  a d v a n t a g e s  a n d  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  t o  
b e i n g  in t h i s  b o r d e r  r e g i o n  - t h e  c h i e f  o n e  a s  f a r  a s  I ’m 
c o n c e r n e d  is t h a t  it is n o t  N a t a l  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  I d o  n o t  
h a v e  t o  t r y  a n d  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  I n k a t a  e l e m e n t .

T h i s  m o r n i n g  ( S u n d a y )  I g o t  u p  a t  6 a m  a s  u s u a l  a n d  j o g g e d  
a l o n g  t h e  b e a c h  f r o n t  f o r  a b o u t  2 5  m i n u t e s  ( o r  3 . 5 k m ) .  a n d  
t h e n  s t o p p e d  o f f  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e  S u n d a y  p a p e r s .  H o n e s t l y  t h e  

p r e s s  h e r e  is s o  a p p a l l i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  a n d  
w r i t i n g  s o  p o o r  t h a t  i f  it w a s n ' t  f o r  t h e  W e e k l y  M a i l  & 
G u a r d i a n  I t h i n k  I ' d  g o  c r a z y .  I ' m  n o w  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s u n  i n  
m y  r o o m ,  g a z i n g  a t  t h e  s e a  w i s h i n g  I c o u l d  s p e n d  t h e  d a y  o n  

t h e  b e a c h  i n s t e a d  o f  m o n i t o r i n g  a n  A N C  r a l l y  in a  n e a r b y  
t o w n s h i p .  H o w  I l o n g  f o r  a  w h o l e  d a y  o f f .  B u t  I ' m  s t a r t i n g  
a t  t h e  e n d  a n d  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  k n o w  w h e r e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  is.

T h i s  is t h e  s e t  up. W e , m e  &  m y  S w i s s  p a r t n e r ( m o r e  o n  h i m  
l a t e r )  a r e  l i v i n g  i n  s e l f  c a t e r i n g  ' a p a r t m e n t s '  n e a r  t h e  
b e a c h .  O u r  o f f i c e  is i n  K i n g  W i l l i a m s  T o w n  - a b o u t  50 k m  
f r o m  h e r e  a n d  o u r  a r e a  e x t e n d s  u p  t o  A l i w a l  N o r t h  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  a n d  i n c l u d e s  t h e  w h o l e  s o  c a l l e d  B o r d e r / C i s k e i  r e g i o n .  
It m e a n s  a  l o t  d r i v i n g  a r o u n d ,  b u t  is r e a l l y  a  r e l a t i v e l y  
q u i e t  a r e a  w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  R a n d  o r  N a t a l .  T h e  
m a i n  t h i n g  h e r e  is t h a t  o n e  g e t  s o  i n v o l v e d  in t h e  m i n u t a e  

of l o c a l  e v e n t s ,  p r o b l e m s  a n d  i s s u e s  t h a t  o n e  h a r d l y  k n o w s  
w h a t  is g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  l e t  a l o n e  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  l o c a l  p a p e r  h a s  n o t  h a d  o n e  s t o r y  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  N a t a l  a n d  o n l y  m i n o r  p i e c e s  a b o u t  
t h e  T v l  a r e a .  A n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t h i s  p l a c e  - 
p e o p l e  a r e  i n s u l a r  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  a n d  k n o w  n o t h i n g  a b o u t  
a n y t h i n g .

N o w  l e t  m e  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  S t e p h a n ,  t h e  g u y  I h a v e  b e e n  
p a i r e d  w i t h ,  a s  t h i s  w i l l  e x p l a i n  a  l o t  o f  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  
I a m  h a v i n g .  H e  is S w i s s .  A  r a c e  n o t  k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  s e n s e  
o f  h u m o u r  o r  l i g h t n e s s  o f  h e a r t .  H e  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  o u t  of 
E u r o p e  b e f o r e ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  w o r k s  f o r  s o m e  s o r t  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  
g r o u p  a n d  h a s  ' r i g h t  on' i d e a s  a b o u t  S . A .  H e  is t o t a l l y  
c u l t u r e  s h o c k e d  b y  w h a t  h e  f e e l s  is t h e  t h i r d  w o r l d  - b o y  
I ' d  r e a l l y  l i k e  t o  s e e  h i m  i n  A n g o l a !  A n d  u t t e r l y  a n d  
c o m p l e t e l y  u n a b l e  t o  c o p e .



H e  d o e s n ' t  d r i v e  a s  h e ' s  n e v e r  d r i v e n  o n  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  s i d e  
b e f o r e  a n d  o n l y  d r i v e s  r a r e l y  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d .  T h e  o n e  t i m e  
t h a t  X l e t  h i m  d r i v e  h e  s a t  b o l t  u p r i g h t  a n d  p r o c e e d e d  a l o n g  
a t  6 0 k m  p e r  h o u r  a n d  it t o o k  u s  o v e r  a n  h o u r  t o  g e t  b a c k  
f r o m  E a s t  L o n d o n  f r o m  K i n g  W i l l i a m s  T o w n .  S o  I d o  a l l  t h e  
d r i v i n g  a n d  a s  w e  o f t e n  h a v e  t o  d o  a  l o t  o f  m i l e a g e  i n  a  d a y  
t h i s  is t i r i n g .

H e  a l s o  d o e s n ’t d o  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  H e  h a s  y e t  t o  m a k e  a  p h o n e  
c a l l  - I d o  a l l  t h e  p h o n i n g ,  a p p o i n t m e n t  m a k i n g ,  f o l l o w i n g  
u p  o n  t h i n g s  e t c .  W h e n  I a s k  h i m  if h e  w i l l  p h o n e  s o m e o n e  h e  
j u s t  l o o k s  a t  m e  a s  if I ' m  m a d  a n d  d o e s n ' t  d o  it. H e  is 
i n c a p a b l e  o f  e v e n  f i n d i n g  m e  a  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r  f r o m  t h e  
b o o k  a n d  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  k n o w n  t o  h u r r y  e v e n  in a  d i r e  
e m e r g e n c y .  H e  j u s t  s o r t  o f  s h a m b l e s  a l o n g  i n  a  d a z e  i n  h i s  
t h i c k  m a r o o n  s o c k s  a n d  b r o w n  b i r k e n s t o c k  s a n d a l s .  H e  a l s o  
d o e s n ' t  s p e a k  t o  a n y o n e .  I d o  f o r c e  h i m  t o  i n t r o d u c e  h i m s e l f  
n o w ,  b u t  a p a r t  f r o m  t h a t  h e  n e v e r  a s k s  o r  a n s w e r s  a n y  
q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  c h a t s  t o  p e o p l e ,  b u t  j u s t  s i t s  l o o k i n g  l i k e  a 
d e a d  t r o u t .  S o  I a m  t h e  o n e  w h o  d e a l s  w i t h  e v e r y  a p p o i n t m e n t  
f r o m  t h e  c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e  t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  P A C  t o  t h e  y o u t h  

w i t h  g u n s  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  e t c  e t c .  H e  h a s  n o  p o w e r s  o f  
o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d  a l w a y s  s e e m s  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  I k n o w  h o w  t o  
f i n d  t h i n g s ,  a n d  h a s  t h e  s l o w e s t  r e a c t i o n  t i m e s  I ' v e  e v e r  
s e e n .  H e  is c o m p l e t e l y  u n a w a r e  o f  w h e n  a  s i t u a t i o n  is 
d a n g e r o u s  o r  t r i c k y  a n d  i s  i n u n a b l e  t o  m a k e  e v e n  a  s i m p l e  
d e c i s i o n .

I h a v e  m a n a g e d  t o  s t o p  h i m  f r o m  w e a r i n g  h i s  m o n e y  p o u c h  o n  
l i t t l e  s t r a p s  a r o u n d  h i s  n e c k  - c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  u n d e r  h i s  
s h i r t  f o r  e v e r y  T s o t s i  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  s e e .  A n d  I h a v e  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e  b u y s  h i m s e l f  a  p a i r  o f  s u n g l a s s e s  s o  t h a t  
h e  d e o s n ' t  w a l k  a r o u n d  w i t h  h i s  w h o l e  f a c e  s c r e w e d  up. B u t  I 

h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  s a n d a l s  a n d  s o c k s  o r  
i n f r e q u e n t  b a t h i n g  p r o b l e m .

F o r  s o m e  r e a s o n  m y  r o o m  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  s o r t  o f  b a s e ,  m a i n l y  
b e c a u s e  I s e t  u p  m y  c o m p u t e r  a n d  p r i n t e r  a n d  p u t  u p  m a p s  a n d  
a  s c h e d u l e  a n d  c o m p i l e d  a  p h o n e  l i s t  e t c .  T h e  p r o b l e m  is 
t h a t  h e  h a s  n o  i d e a  a b o u t  p e r s o n a l  p r i v a c y  o r  s p a c e  a n d  is 
A L W A Y S  h e r e  u n l e s s  I t e l l  h i m  q u i t e  r u d e l y  t h a t  I ' m  g o i n g  to 
b e d .  D o e s n ' t  e v e n  g e t  o u t  w h e n  I v a n  p h o n e s  m e  . W e  a l s o  c o o k  
in h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  I a m  o p t i n g  o u t  o f  t h a t  a s  I c a n ' t  b e a r  
m e a t  m e a l s  e v e r y  n i g h t .  H i s  m a i n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  is i n s i s t i n g  
o n  w r i t i n g  u p  t h e  d a i l y  r e p o r t  w h i c h  I d i c t a t e  t o  h i m  a n d  
h e  t h e n  r e n d e r s  i n t o  G e r m a n / E n g l i s h  a n d  m a k e s  a s  d r y  a n d  
b o r i n g  a s  p o s s i b l e .

T h e  s t r a i n  o f  d o i n g  s o  l i t t l e  h a s  b e g u n  t o  t e l l  o n  h i m  a n d  
t h i s  w e e k e n d  h e  h a s  r e t i r e d  t o  h i s  r o o m  w i t h  t h e  flu, 
e m e r g i n g  o n l y  f o r  m e a l s  a n d  t o  h a n g  a r o u n d  m e  f e e l i n g  s o r r y  
f o r  h i m s e l f .  T h i s  h a s  m e a n t  t h a t  I h a v e  h a d  t o  g o  t o  a l l  
a p p o i n t m e n t s  e t c  o n  m y  o w n  a n d  g i v e n  m e  e v e n  l e s s  t i m e  o f f .



H e ' s  s i t t i n g  o p p o s i t e  m e  r i g h t  n o w ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  m y  
s y m p a t h y ,  b u t  I h a v e  n o n e  l e f t  a n d  w a n t  h i m  t o  b u g g e r  o f f  t o  
h i s  o w n  r o o m  - I d o n ' t  w a n t  h i s  l u g u b r i o u s  p r e s e n c e  o r  h i s  
flu.

W e l l  t h a t ' s  S t e p h a n  - a  m a n  o f  44 w h o  c o u l d  b e  104. I h a v e  
b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  p a t i e n t  s o  far, b u t  a m  n e a r i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  
t e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  t r y i n g  t o  m e d i a t e  w i t h  P A C  a n d  
A N C  f e u d s  w i t h  h i m  a r o u n d .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  U N  & E C  m o n i t o r s  b a s e d  h e r e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  
n i c e  a n d  u n l i k e  in o t h e r  r e g i o n s  w e  c o  o p e r a t e  a n d  s h a r e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  e t c .  O n e  o f  t h e  U N  g u y s  is v e r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  
h a s  b e e n  i n  A n g o l a ,  N a m i b i a  e t c .  L a s t  n i g h t  t h e y  t o o k  m e  o u t  
f o r  a  d r i n k  a n d  I f e l t  l i k e  a  h u m a n  b e i n g  f o r  a  l i t t l e  
w h i l e .  T w o  o f  t h e m  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I a p p l y  to 
b e c o m e  a  U N  m o n i t o r  w h i c h  I w i l l  a s  s o o n  a s  I c a n  d i s o v e r  

w h e r e  t o  g e t  f o r m s  f r o m .

T h e  w o r k  is i n t e r e s t i n g ,  v e r y  t i r i n g  a n d  q u i t e  f r u s t r a t i n g .  

F o r  e x a m p l e  o n e  g e t s  c a l l e d  t o  a v i l l a g e  w h e r e  t h e r e  is s o m e  
p r o b l e m  w i t h  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  ( m a n y  o f  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  
2 0 's) b r i n g i n g  g u n s  t o  s c h o o l .  It l o o k s  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e  l i k e  
a  P A C  p r o v o c a t i o n ,  b u t  a s  o n e  d i g s  d e e p e r  it g e t s  m o r e  a n d  
m o r e  m u d d i e d  a n d  c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .
T h e  m o r e  y o u  k n o w  t h e  l e s s  y o u  k n o w  h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  

it h a s  i t ' s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  o l d  a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m .  A n d  d o n ' t  
d i s c o u n t  a  ' 3 r d  f o r c e ' .  A n y w a y  o n e  h a s  t o  t a l k  t o  a l l  t h e  
p l a y e r s  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e  c o m m a n d e r  a n d  t o w n  c l e r k  to 
A N C ,  P A C ,  C o s a s  , P a s o , ( w h o  t e n d  t o  b e  a r m e d  &  i n s o l e n t )
A N C  Y o u t h  L e a g u e ,  e t c  e t c  a n d  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  w a y  t o  g e t  
t h e m  a l l  t a l k i n g  o n  n e u t r a l  g r o u n d .  J u s t  o u r  p r e s e n c e  

s o m e t i m e s  a c h i e v e s  t h i s  - a l t h o u g h  o n e  n e v e r  r e a l l y  d e a l s  
w i t h  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  c a u s e s .

O r  t h e r e  a r e  d a y s  w h e n  o n e  j u s t  g o e s  f r o m  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  
m e e t i n g .  T h e  b e s t  b i t s  a r e  m o n i t o r i n g  A N C  m a r c h e s .  It is a l l  
v e r y  e a s y  g o i n g  r o u n d  h e r e  ( s o  f a r )  a n d  t h e  to i  t o i  & 
s i n g i n g  a r e  w o n d e r f u l  a s  a r e  t h e  m a r c h e r s  t e a s i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  
w i t h  c h a n t s  o f  ' K i l l  t h e  f a r m e r ,  k i l l  t h e  b o e r  - f a r m e r ,  
f a r m e r .  B o e r ,  B o e r . ' T h e y  o n l y  d o  it t o  a n n o y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
k n o w  it t e a s e s !  A n o t h e r  f a v o u r i t e  is ' C h i s a  c h i s a  m e l l o w  

y e l l o w ' .  M e a n i n g  b u r n  t h e  m e l l o w  y e l l o w  ( p o l i c e  v e h i c l e s  
h e r e  a r e  y e l l o w )  V e r y  h a r d  n o t  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  t o i  t o i  a n d  

s i n g  t h e  M K  s o n g s !

W h a t  h a s  b e e n  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  m e  i s  t h e  r e a l  a n d  v i s i b l e  
c h a n g e  in t h e  p o l i c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  t o p  l e v e l s .  T h e y  a r e  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  d o i n g  m o r e  c o m m u n i t y  p o l i c i n g ,  a n d  t a k i n g  a 
l e s s  p r o v o c a t i v e  w a y  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  e t c  a n d  
it s h o w s  i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o w a r d  t h e m .  A n d  t h e y  
w o r k  v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  u s  m o n i t o r s .  W h i c h  is n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e n ' t  s t i l l  b i g  p r o b l e m s ,  m o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  
h a t e d ,  h e a v i l y  a r m e d  a n d  v i o l e n t  I S U ( I n s t a b i l i t y  U n i t ) .



A n y w a y  t h a t ' s  h o w  it g o e s .  E v e r y  d a y  s t a r t s  a t  6 a n d  e n d s  
w i t h  c o o k i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  r e p o r t s  a n d  m e  f o r c i n g  t h e  S w i s s  
o u t  o f  ray r o o m  a t  9 i s h  s o  t h a t  I c a n  r e a d  a n d  g o  t o  b e d .  It 
is v e r y ,  v e r y  e x h a u s t i n g  a n d  I d o  w o n d e r  a  b i t  a b o u t  h o w  
m u c h  v a l u e  u s  m o n i t o r s  a r e .  A l t h o u g h  w e  a r e  g r e e t l y  w a r m l y  
b y  e v e r y o n e  e v e r y w h e r e .  I a l s o  h a t e  h a v i n g  t o  g o  t o  c h u r c h  
o n  S u n d a y  - e v e n  t o  h e a r  t h e  l o v e l y  s i n g i n g  in t h e  t o w n s h i p  
c h u r c h e s ,  b u t  it is p a r t  o f  t h e  d e a l  a n d  t h e  c h u r c h e s  a r e  
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  v o t e r  e d u c a t i o n .  T o d a y  t h e  A N C  r a l l y  h a s  
g o t  m e  o u t  o f  g o i n g  t o  c h u r c h ,  b u t  t h e n  it is a  k i n d  o f  

c h u r c h  s e r v i c e  o f  i t s  o w n .

B e c a u s e  t h i s  r e g i o n  is s o  q u i e t  - r e a l l y  it is a n  A N C  
s t r o n g h o l d  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  g o t  it m o r e  o r  l e s s  s o w n  u p  - I 
h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  t r y  a n d  s p e n d  s o m e  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  l o o k  at 
w h a t  is g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  v o t e r  e d u c a t i o n .  L o t ' s  of 
t a l k ,  l i t t l e  a c t i o n .  It s e e m s  t h e  A N C  is t h e  o n l y  g r o u p  w h o  
is a c t i v e l y  c a r r y i n g  it o u t  o n  a  b i g  s c a l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  
is s o m e  g o o d  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l  a r o u n d .  W i l l  t r y  a n d  g e t  o n t o  
t h e  w h i t e  f a r m s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  o u r  r e g i o n  a n d  t a l k  
t o  f a r m e r s  a n d  m a y b e  w i t h  s o m e  luc k ,  f a r m  w o r k e r s .  H a v e  
a l r e a d y  s e t  t h i s  i n  m o t i o n ,  a l t h o '  n o t  s u r e  h o w  s u c c u e s s f u l  
w e ' l l  be .  A l s o  t a k i n g  a  t r i p  t o  T r a n s k e i  t h i s  c o m i n g  w e e k  t o  
l o o k  a t  s e t t i n g  u p  a  m o n i t o r i n g  o f f i c e  t h e r e ,  a s  s o  f a r  
t h e r e  a r e  n o  m o n i t o r s  i n  T r a n s k e i .

T r u t h  is t h a t  I r e a l l y  e n j o y  t h i s  w o r k  a n d  f i n d  t h a t  I a m  
q u i t e  g o o d  a t  it.

Y o u  c a n  w r i t e  t o  m e  c / o  B C C .  E a s t e r n  C a p e  R e g i o n .  P . O . B o x  

966. K i n g  W i l l i a m s  T o w n  5 6 0 0 .  I ' m  n o t  s u r e  h o w  l o n g  p o s t  

t a k e s  h e r e .  I w o n ' t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  a g a i n .  I d o n ' t  h a v e  

t i m e  f o r  a n y t h i n g .
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