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The first of a series of five publications issued by the
Department of Prisons to portray the advances made in
modernizing the country’s prison institutions
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Foreword

Tlﬂ\ vt putvrsid paNicanionm i e Bt of o sy of Bve similar
Mosharvy which will & bimerd by % Dypartmene of Prisoms &
ovremient inigrvels 10 povivay the alvences made in e Usmion of Sosth
Afrkn in modorminag N coantry's wller privom bosioseons ond in the
Commres o of moderm trpan of ek lmstitntives with ol theve mecessery
o illary dulbdimgy with u view o providing impeoved focilines for ik
Rowsing, treviment amd traiming of primmery in sccondosce ~ith aooepend
pemitentiiry (remdy. Remwmbering that vomw of the Umion's two handred
add penad imtinutions have Nww in evistemer vmee well Nfore the turn
of the Lave cemiwey, 1t will b renlised 1hat, derpite carlier efforts
mioderrizanion, many of thove older peivon inatitutions seill tall short of
prevent-day standlandy in (mpartant respedis

Ay o rexule of whar has olready been accomplished in this direction,
i b boen poxsible for the Depariment of Privone to give wider ¢flect
1o dtx plaws for the systemmatic decesalization of prisomers from the large
arvevcrooded snstiiutions an the oitiea and Neger towns 10 the smaller ones
i ahe comntry tovns emd wllages ar may e reguieed s comlprmiry with
the peisomaey” pee-descrmined individuoliiod dovifscations. The wnderlying
alms of these poicodanes wre Ve refovemarion ond rehollisation of oficenders
by mwan of appeopriate covrective tevarmmt ond e ning wunder by pienic
condaions & i A&fveent pey of inmitarions oveleNe and which ore
eqwpped wioh o voricty of wprodate romng focsies for the respective
chasified growpn of priseners,
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ing chapter of @ revemily peNOAd pomplict cotibled: = A review of
developmunis in the preventom of crime amd the treateeet of offenders in
the Union of Sonth Alvica daming e fvesyeer peviod ended ek Joee,
I95T 7. In tham it I wought 10 provent muinly viswel imprenions. wizh only
bmisod murvitive @ plifacstionn whire mecemery, of the peictices followed
&y e Privem Adwinistration of e Usion In s effocts 0o reform ond
rehadlisase oftenders. (A remmuming mumdNry of the serics il comprse —

No. X Newwhite privowers ot Leewwlop Pricon Fam, wiuh Nt
referemcen i cortuin wihar Privom Farws.

N 3 WNee privonere st Pretovia Centrad  Prisom—Zondersiter
Semcopen Pricom-—umd Kevonitwd Pritom,

No, 4 Nowwhite pelvonery at Withank Privon,
No. 8. The Women's Section of Nylaroom Privon,



Part 1

COLESBERG PRISON

I.\' progressing towards full achicvemcat of the deal of

decentralization of prosoncrs from the large overcrowded
prson institutions of the cities and towns (o the more congenial
atmosphere and surroundings of smaller institations in the rural
arcas SO as to implement its current policy of inteasaficd individaal-
od classification of prisoncrs-—a Ky which obviously cannot
be mecthodically and suocessfully applicd at institutions where
overcrowded conditions persist, the partment of Prisons, from
its own resources of building trades personnel and prisoncrs, is
gradually replacing those of the more or less obsolete types of
prison institutions as do not conform with the concepts of the
internationally approved Standard Minimum Rules for the Treat-
ment of Prisoners by modern institutions complying with the
required standards.

A case in point is the newly-built modern prison institution
at Colesberg. It is in fact typical of a number of other similarly
designed inititutions which are now in COmmMIssion in  various
parts of tae country. As Colesberg Prison is the most recently
completed rural institution of its type. it has been selected as the
subject for illustration in Part 1 of this brochure.




The picture opposite gives a general bird’s-eyve view of the
Eayout of the prison buildings with the staff quarters and
recreational amenities sited in a valley on the outskirts of Coles-
berg town, a part of which is visible in the distant wooded arca
to the nght rear of the photograph.  The staff bowling greens form
the central part of the foreground and the whole arca surrounding

them is in course of being laid out and beautified as a landscape
garden. A close-up view of the bowling greens and the hillock
in their rear appears above,

Below 1s o distant frontal view of the prison and a part of
the personnel married quarters. with the bowling greens receiving
attention by prisoncers in the foreground.




The picture above depicts a general view of the prison ierram,

looking down from the rocky hillock in the foreground towards
the floriculture and lundscape gardening operations.  In connection
with such operations, it 1s pertinent to mention that the Department
of Prisons s “ teaming-in ©° with the authorities of the Kirstenbosch
Botanical Gardens in the Cape Peninsula, the Caledon Wild Flower
Gardens. and the Worcester Kuroo Gardens to ensure the best
results in these fickds at all prison institutrons at which operations
of this nature are practicable, not only for beautification purposes
but to provide sound tramning for the prisooers ecoployed on them




The bottom picture on the opposite page shows a frontal
perspective view of the main prison buitlding. The institution has
a rated capacity of 200 prisoners and on its completion the Depant-
ment was able to trunsfer 150 prisoners—all first offenders
serving sentences of upwards of four vears to it from the over-
crowded prison i the city of Durban 1o pursuance of the policy
of decentralization to promote effective training. At all institutions
of this type the prisoners receive their training extra-murally.

On the night s a corner within the prison Kitchen showing the
steam-cooking facihitics, while the picture below reveals another
modern feature of the
kitchen activities—the
stcam-operated  food-
warmers which eénsure
that after the dishing-
up process the food
can be stored and
served piping-hot  at
meal hmes, no matter
how many individuals
are being catered for,
in the mterests of the
Prisoners’ physical
well-being




A part of the airy, sunht and well-grassed quadrangle within

the prison. with a pasoner busily engaged In mowing the lawn, is
shown in the pscture Below Lawned quadrangles such as this

e {‘-Jf{!\;u!‘lf features of most poson institatons in the Union

IThe mimsade view of the communal o<cll depxted below s
charscterst of those provided for thes type of insttution. Ihe
abundance of prisoner-space., ght and air avalable wall be recadaly
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The sisal from which the sleeping mats are made s produced
in the sisal plantations operated at Barberton Prison, where the
manufacture of the mats in suflicient quantities 10 meet prison
requirements throughout the country forms a major part of the
vocational traming of the long-sentenced prisoners  incarcerated
there
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The pxture above showx the ablution faciliies provided
for the prisoners” use in the Colesberg Prison, as well as in other
prison institutions of the same type. while the one below depicts
an ambulitory prisoner patient taking a bath in the bathroom of
the hospatal soction of the prison,




Ihe proveson for sisiting and internviewing prsoners at this
ype of prson institution has boen specially designed 1o facilitate
those pavilcges and nghts.  The picture above shows a group of
prisoncrs conversing with their relations or friends or being inter.
viewed by their legal representatives at the Colesberg Prison,

Colesberg s situated on the National Road 10 the North,
approximately midway between Cape Town and Johannesburg,
and consequently the prisoa s cusily accexsible to visitors in transit
along that highway,

New prison institotions of the type illustrated m respect of
Colesberg Prison have already boen built at Veatersburg, Winburg,
Brandfort and Scockal in the Orange Free State Province: at
George and Worcester in the Cape Province: and at Nylstroom,
Pictersburg and Barberton in the Transvaal Province. The map
on the last page shows the geographic positions of the institutions
mentioned in this brochure. The Department of Prisons s
procecding systematically in ke manner at a fairly high tempo
i a number of other places spread over the four Provionces of the
Umion. All suoch butlding opcrations, iscloding the manufacture
of the doors. windows, framing. ¢t¢., required [or them, are carned
oot 0 thow eatirety. under the supernvmion of the Department’s
Building Group persoancl. by prisoncrs who have been trained
for these tasks an prison institutions,  These building projects also
provide facihitios for the training of additional selected prsoncrs
in the trades falling within the building industry,



Pardt 11

BIEN DONNE SEMI-OPEN INSTITUTION

'l'lll' Bicn Doané semi-open mmstitution s situated on a Slate-
owned farm bearing that name in the district of Paarl, some
S miles from Cape Town, The farm is used as 4 Fruit Rescarch
Station by the Department of Agricalture, whose professional
officers also conduct courses for students in the latest scientific
methods of viticulture and fruit culture. The farm i1s in the
heart of the vast vinevards and fruit produecing farms in the
Southern and Western sectors of the Cape Province, which are
more commonly known in this country as the * Western Provinee ™
Ihe homesteud was built in the year 1800, It is now used
as a hostel for students participating in the courses mentioned
above. A closec-up view of the front section of the homestead
appears below. The “H™ formation of the structure and the
gables with their claborate friczes and other omamentation are
characteristic features of the olkd Cape architectural style of build-
ings erected in that part of the country dunng the Eighteenth and
Nincteenth cenluries, many of which are of great historical interest
and have, therefore, been mamntamed in thewr original form and
sivie,




The picture above shows part of the experimental vineyanlds
with the onginal gabled homestead and farnm baildings at the foud
of the pxturesque mountain range in the background

Bicn Doand semi-open institution was designed and budlt by
the Depaniment of Prisons Building Group personnel  and
prisoners (o harmonize with the style of the hstonical baildings
on the farm, on which an arca of cight morgen of land has been
made availlable for prison requirements. A frontal view of the
institutron, with the cloud-capped mountain in the background, i

shown below.,




| he picture above was taken from just mnside the munn gates
of the institution. It shows the gnlled entruance to the quadrangle
with the Kitchen and opensair courtyvard in the background The
grille gates and the Hanking gnlles in the foreground were
manufactured in the workshops of Pretona Central Prison, where
considerable quantities of wonwork are fashwoned and produced
for departmental prison buikding projects throughout the country

A view of the open-air, turfed and paved courtyvard withan

the institution appeiars below.
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Ihe rated capacity of this semiopen  institution is 150
prisoners, all of whom are members of the Coloured community
the predominant non-white racial group in that aren. The picture
above shows a view of the internior of o typwal istitution Kitchen
and the stcam-cooking facilities available, while below is a picture
showing part of the inside of a communal cell with rolled slecping-
mats and folded blankets stacked for the day

A vicw of the airy. sunlit hospital ward with a prisoscr-pationt




receiving medicine prescribed by the medical officer from a fellow.
prisoner hospital orderly appears above




A view of the ablution and sanitary facithties provided for the
prisoncrs’ use is shown in the bottom picture on the opposite page.
The prisoners
at  this  semi-
open ansttution
receive  training
In modern
mecthods of viti-
culture and In
all other phases
of intensive frun
culture, A pic-
ture of a group
of prisoners
picking experni-
mental  peaches
appears below,
while another
group engaged
on picking expe-
rimental grapes
is pictured on
the previous
page.

A group of prisoncrs is seen above prepanng contour walls
between the rows of vines in the experimental vineyard, while in




the two pictures above the
prisoners are shown extracting
and screening  soil specimens
under the supervision of pro-
fessional  officers for chemical
analysis at the Government Fruit
Research Station on the farm
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Pare 111

ZONDERWATER TUBERCULAR SECTION

\ spocial seif Ccoantamadcd bospatal section for noa-white prisoncrs
4 panapally those of the Bantu grovup -suficring from
teberculosis i a commuaxable form was roocatly ostablished
on 2 portion of the larpe prison rescrve of Zoodorwalcr semi-open
mstitetion, which had itself come nto boing dening 1952 as &
~ Halfaay-house ™ Prison o prepare ag-torm  prisoners  for
re-adjustment within the community on relcase. The mstitution
s stustad o plcasamt rural surroundings ot Cullinan (Promicr
Minc) on proporty which had formerly boca used for military
parposes by the Depaniment of Defeoce. The cantonments and
other military buildings weore modemized and adapted for prison
necds by the Department of Prosons Buillding Group pensonnel
and prisoncrs and it has now boen possible 1o set aside a complete
section for the scgregation and medical treatment of tubercular
prisoners in conditions which will facilitate their recovery.

A frontal view of the hospital section for such prisoners is
shown below.




The prnison hospital section 1s set in juxtaposition to the
fully equipped Tubercular Hospital for civil patients administered
by the Department of
Health, whose medical
ofhicers are also
responsible  for  the
care and treatment of
the conminal patients
confined in the adja-
cent  prison  hospital
section, with  the
assistance  of  prison
personnel  who  are
fully trained in hosps-
tal duties. In the pic-
ture on the rnght a
prisoner-patient N
seen bemng examined
by the doctors.

The following two pictures illustrate the X-ray photographic
equipment in operation on prisoner-patients.  The official appear-
ing in the first photograph is a trained prison hospital officer.




Below is a view of the inside of a ward with bed-patients in
the pnson hospital
section. The generous
provision made for
sunlight and ventila-
tnon and the absence
of window-bars are
particular points  of
interest.

The prison hospital
section 18 separated
from the civil hospital
and the other prison
divisions by a peri-
meter fence.




An inside view of a ward of the adjcent section for civil
patients s shown on
the night

I'be prison hospital
sechron provdes
accommodaton for
266 taberculotic c¢oni-
munal pabents At
the moment., there are
147 such paticots
undcr treatment o the
soctyom, of whom, as
will be obsorved from
the picture appcanng
hereunder., a fanr
number are ambula-
Ory Ccasces, but even
O the physical condi-
unon of these men
renders them  incap-
able of doing any but
the lightest form of
work




For medical reasons associnted with dictary problems, the
Kitchen facihitses have been designed 10 meet the oint requirements
of the civil and prison hospitid sections. A view of the steam and
clectne cooking facilities avatlable i the Kitchen s shown above,

These tuberculote prisoners are concentrated at Zoanderwater
Tubercular Section from all prson Isstitutions i the Union so
that they will not B¢ 2 menace o the bealth of other prsoners.
Except in extraordioary clrcumstandes, celcase from impesonment
on madical grounds s rarcly coaudered i Ihowe Cases, since the
prsoners mabudlty to work, coupicd with past persistent criamunal
tendencics, would amply result i the community teiog codangered
204 peeyed upon.  Those who have oot doen Curcd of the discase
of rendered poa<ontapxous Dy the DONE AN sCalondcs Capsre are
sdmaticd 10 ovil tstetxoos for funiber sodnal treatmacet after
reicase



The map above shows the geographic positions of the prison
institutions mentioned ?:lhh brochure,
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