
International Defence and Aid Fund

PRESIDENT:
The Reverend Canon L. John Collins

GENERAL SECRETARY:
Mrs Phyllis Altman

2 AMEN COURT, LONDON, E.C.4
Telephone: 0 1 -6 0 6  6123  

Cables: DEFENDAID, London, E.C.4

4 June 1970

Dear Hilda,

We enclose herewith our cheque for £20. 0. 0. for the pamphlet 
"TRIAL BY TORTURE- THE CASE OF THE 22". We are very grateful po 
you for undertaking this.

Please sign and return the enclosed receipt.

With every best wish,

Phyllis Altman 
General Secretary

Mrs. Hilda Bernstein 
5 Rothwell Street 
N.W.l.



5 Rothwell Street,
N.W.1.

6th June 1970

Dear Phyllis,

Thank you for the cheque, but I feel I must return 
it to you, for reasons which are rather painful to explain.

I have never wanted to ©cept payment for anything 
I have done for D & A, not only for the larger reasons of what 
the organisation does for our people generally, but also for the 
smaller personal one, the indebtedness which Rusty and I feel 
could never be repaid, from the 1956 Treason Trial onwards.
That is why I ould find it repugnant to accept payment for 
drafting appeals, or things of that kind.

When it comes to writing something the length of 
a pamphlet, it is a different matter. The doctor who spends 
his spare time in evenings or weekends bleeding donors for 
plasma for Vietnam does not expect payment, but what if he has 
to abandon his normal practice for two or three weeks, what 
must he do?

The problem for the writer is particularly acute. Only another 
writer can truly appreciate the sheer hard work and time it takes 
to write. I don't think I am a slow writer, but I am always 
surprised that a long day's work can be read in a matter of 
minutes. Drafting things can be tricky - it can come all at once 
in fifteen minutes; it can take days, or weeks, to get it right. 
The problem is aggravated by the fact that no one except writers 
really regard writing as work. Filing letters is work and answer­
ing the 'phone is work, but who really considers thinking work?

We who try to earn some sort of living from writing and who 
are politically involved, have the additional problem, because 
there is a constant stream of requests for unpaid articles and 
similar work which we feel obligated to do for our 'cause.' If 
I did not impose some sort of limits, I could actually work full 
time, year in and year out, at this unpaid writing.

I did not keep a record of the time I spent on the pamphlet.
I really hate myself for saying this, but yit Was the argument 
that I would be paid for it, as much as the sheer necessity and 
urgency of it that really pe suaded me to undertake it. Please 
forgive me for saying that I feel insulted by this cheque for 
£20 - it is not professional payment, and it feels like a 
'bonsella.' I had, in the first place, expedited at least twice 
that amount, and after I worked extra time on enlarging the 
section on the deaths of other detainees (that was cut out in 
the end) at your suggestion, I thought this too would have been 
taken into consideration.

Yours, j



Defence and 
Aid Fund

Chairman: THE REVEREND CANON L JOHN COLLINS

104-5 NEWGATE STREET LONDON EC1 
T elep ho ne  M O N arch  6123 (01-606 6123)

All Correspondence to the Registered offices:
2 AMEN COURT LONDON EC4

10 June 1970

Dear Hilda

I received your letter and the returned cheque and am 
naturally very upset that you feel not only that you have 
been underpaid, but that your pamphlet was amended without 
discussion with you.

I am not responsible for the amendments and as soon as 
Alex Hepple returns from leave I shall ask him to discuss 
this with you. Also the question of payment I think should 
be part of a triangular discussion as we considered this 
an editing job rather than the compilation of an original 
document.

Where I feel guilty is that I was sure that I had come 
to tell yoijfcersonally that we felt that the best way this 
should be published would be anonymously to give the 
impression that it might have been written by somebody 
either inside or outside South Africa.

We certainly appreciate all you have done for us both 
in this pamphlet and in the past, and we know how ready you 
are to assist us whenever we call upon you, so all I can 
do is again to express my regret that you have been so badly 
hurt.

I shall get into touch with you as soon as Alex returns.

Phyllis Altman 
General Sedretary

Mrs Hilda Bernstein
5 Rothwell Street 
London N.W.1
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18th September 1980

Internationaa.l Relations Committee
c/o Al-Hadaf
P.O. Box 212
Beirut
Lebanon

Osar Friends and Comrades,

Since returning to London from Copenhagen 
I have poosted to you some material from the 
African National Congress of South Africa, 
from the London office, and I hope that by nou 
you have received this.

I have also requested the L'omsn's Section of 
the ANC, at thB head office in Lusaka, Zambia, 
to 3end you material thafc ifctiayc issue.

In fact, although the Woman's Section and the 
National executive of the ANC are basad in 
Lusaka, we in London hava access to much more 
materiel about South Africa, and from South 
Africa, than they.

Uhat I would like to know is any particular 
need or subject on uhich you uould lika some 
more information. There are three organisations 
issuing material here in London about South 
Africa - each organisation has its oun particular 
aims, although of course they do overlap. The 
International Defonce and Aid Fund, uho issued 
the booklet on South African women that I wrote, 
have published excellent material - a list of 
recent publications appears at the and of the 
women's book - but they carafully refrain from 
political analysis, as they try to give support 
to all victims of apErtheid and to draw support 
from a very wide spectrum; however, their books 
are worth studying.

I hope to hear from you, and to receive material 
about your oun struggle, uhich is never far from 
our minds. Incidentally, my son-in-law, uhose 
name is Ivan Strasburg, uas in Lebanon a couple 
of years ago, u'nen he was the camera-man on a
Mill! t hn »  i.iaa marln— hw II.— — ---°--'----------
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Ŵ -u-j / CTJ-p̂  p̂j-tSẐ .o ̂
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25th August 84

Dear 1'iarius,

It was good of you to write to me, and to let me 

know through IDAF where you will be for the coming 

period. I had been trying to get in touch with you 

on behalf of the Copenhagen paper - they phoned me 

after reading the Guardian article. I assume they 

did phone you.

The point about the article is that if we can get 

into the Guardian we reach a much bigger audience 

than through the smaller, left-wing journals. Anyway, 

it was your words about Jenny and Katryn that made the 

article effective.

I hope we can keep in touch, wherever you go. Here 

is my new address. It's rather far from London but 

constitutes a challenge to establish a new set of 

relationships - there are enough of us in London; 

maybe we can create solidarity in the provinces]

With love and confidence



No. 17,

C o o l d u r r a g h  House,

U n i o n  H a l l , C o u n t y  Cork,

R e p u b l i c  o f  Ireland.

1 7 t h  August, 198/f.

M y  dear C o m r a d e  Hilda,

J u s t  a  v e r y  b r i e f  n o t e  to t e l T ' y o u  h o w  m u c h  N e v i l l e  a n d  I a p p r e c i a t e d  

y o u r  G a u r d i a n  pie c e .  I r e a l l y  t h o u g h t  that it w a s  the m o s t  a d e q u a t e  

p i e c e  of w r i t i n g  I h a v e  s e e n  a b o u t  J e n n y  a n d  K a t r y n ' s  deaths. T h a n k  

y o u  fo r  d o i n g  it.

I u n d e r s t a n d  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  to get h o l d  of me. I w i l l  be here 

u n t i l  th e  en d  of th e  m o n t h  a n d  can be r e a c h e d  a f t e r  that, u n t i l  abo u t  

t h e  lifth of S e p t e m b e r ,  t h r o u g h  K a d a r  A s h m a l  of I r i s h  A n t i - A p a r t h e i d .  

T h e  t e l e p h o n e  h e r e  i s  U n i o n  H a l l  3 3 2 1 2  - s o r r y  I don't k n o w  th e  code.

C o u r a g e  a n d  s t r e n g t h  i n  the y e a r  of the f u r t h e r  m o b i l i s a t i o n  of ou r  

t r e b l y  o p p r e s s e d  women.

M a r ius.



kMfor Southern A frica
In consultative status w ith the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
of the United Nations and UNESCO

INTERNATIONAL DEFENCE & AID FUND

Founder President Canon L. John Collins

CANON COLLINS HOUSE, 64 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON N1 8LR. Tel: 01-359 9181 (10 lines)

23 August 1984

Dear Hilda

Phyllis has received a letter from Marius Schoon, 
who is in Ireland at present, and he has asked her to 
let you have his addresses(s).

These are:

until 31 August: No. 17
Cooldurragh House 
Union Hall 
County Cork 
Republic of Ireland

Tel: Union Hall 33212

from 31 August to 
about September 13: c/o Kadar Asmal 

Irish Defence & Aid Fund 
20 Beechpark Road 
Foxrock 
Dublin 18.
Ireland.

T e l : 0001 895035

Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely

Mrs Hilda Bernstein
Pinswell
Woodland Farm
Chedworth
GLOS. GL54 4NT

IN T E R N A TIO N A L  C O U N C IL  O F TR U S TEES : Archbishop Trevor H uddleston C.R. (Chairman). Ernst M ichanek (Vice-Chairman). Thorvald Stoltenberg. 

Diana Collins. Theo van Boven D IR EC TO R : H •feem schm idt
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1 N S T I T U T E F R I C A N L T E R N A T I  V E S

D irector: Ben Turok, BScEng, MILS, BA(SA), M A(DSM ) I FA  A
23 Bevenden Street 

London N1 6BH 
UKCouncil:

Prof. Bade Onim ode (Nigeria) Chair 
Dr. Tsehai Berhane-Selassie (Ethiopia) 
Dr. Fatim a Babikar M ahm oud (Sudan) 
Dr. Kw am e Ninsin (Ghana)
Prof. Haroub O thm an (Tanzania)

Prof. Adou laye Bath ily (Senegal)
Prof. Ben M agubane (South A frica l 
M r. Kempton M akamure (Zim babwe) 
Prof. Nzongola-Ntalaja (Zaire)
Dr. Roger van Zw anenberg (UK)

Telephone: 0 1-251 1503 
Telex: 9 2 37 5 3  RE FW 6019

23.7.87

Dear Hilda,

Very many thanks for your comments. Its more or less what 
I wanted - fierce and direct, and I agree with most of them, and have 
acted accordingly to make the changes.

O n the more general point of haste, you are spot on, the whole project 
has "been rushed, and to make matters more difficult, I am working with 
a researcher who is first rate tiut doesn't know the field. So he 

tries to combine judgements with data which I then have to reworic. 
Indeed what I sent you was still draft material.

Mind, this is not a  history, they areonly introductions to texts of 
speeches, atout which one has many reservations anyway, tut it 
needs to he seen.

So many thanks,I shall try to meet youfhigh standards.

Life is very busy. The IMF conference is proving to be a major 
effort, but also promising.

I seem to be doing a bit more for the ANC too, though I often 
wonder why. I'm on the KPC which takes time, but its a new group - 

there was a minor rebellion against the old guard of Herby and Co 
who were awful, and a nee group is trying to get things moveing again. 

This region is a bore, "but what to do ? One cant get away from it - 
far too much history, personal and general is tied up with it.
Mary is well, and the hoys are terrific. Each one settling down very 
well - gives one so much pleasure.

Drop in to see us here. You will he amazed at the transformation. 

Regards, I mean, warmest good wishes to you both.

Love

Ben

It would be nice to see you,truly.
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1 1_i__u m  i  i N i f t - r  i  o n s
P.O, Box 2651 
Dar es Salaam 

TANZANIA

January 11th, 1989 

Dear Hilda,

Thank you very much indeed for your letter and the enclosed photographs, 
The etching is exactly the sort of thing I was hoping for; could you 
send a copy of it to Bernard O'Keeffe at the Radley address, as we will 
eventually be doing the printing from Oxford, As to the intro,, I have 
followed your advice to "aim high", and have written, (via Bernard, as 
I'm not sure that letters from here are getting through) to Nadine 
Gordimer, It would be great if she'd agree to do something, but can we 
come back to you if we don't have any luck?

Amazingly, on the very day I heard from you, I had a letter from Gillian 
Slovo of the ANC Cultural Committee, promising some work shortly, So I 
have written back, again airing my worry about the present shortage of 
women writers, and am hopeful that that should eventually bear fruit, 
Other good news came from Andries Walter Oliphant at Ravan, who promised 
us the Staffrider anthology to plunder (as well as sending some of his 
fiutn w o r k ) f et>H i t  utag he uihu in fo rm e d - me n i .  the, f = irt th a t, p a r r e l  p o s t  
between here and SA has been stopped. Ironic, really, under the 
circumstances, but never mind; I just hope Bernard doesn't get fed up 
with acting as intermediary,

If you do see Jeremy Cronin and can ask him for some work for us, I'd be 
most grateful, And I'm sure any urgings of yours at the ANC would have 
more effect than my plaintive letters!

It would be very interesting if you were to come to Tanzania for a year, 
I don't know what you would make of the place I am teaching at- - it's 
more "international" than "Tanzanian" is all I'll say just now!

All best wishes for 1989,

Yours,



S O M A F C O  
P.P. Box 680 
M a z i m b u

D ec  8 t h  1989 M o r o g o r o
T a n z a n i a

D e a r e s t  Ines,

I am s n e d i n g  this l e t t e r  to E n g l a n d  w i t h  a f ri e nd  for p o s t i n g  
there - a good o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e a ch  you, as our post here is 
e r r a t i c .

We are l e a v i n g  here at the end of this mont h,  D ec e m b e r ,  w h i c h  
is e a r l i e r  than we inte nd ed .  Bu t Ru s t y ' s  w o r k  has not p anned 
out In the w a y  he hoped, and he f eels he is w a s t i n g  his time.
I have b e en  able to ma k e a s t a r t  w i t h  the i nt er v i e w s  I w a n t 
to do for the p r o p o s e d  b oo k  on exiles, and have c o l l e c t e d  
q ui te  a n u m b e r  of I n t e r e s t i n g  stori e s.  I have also m a n a g e d  to 
do s om e  s k e t c h i n g  and a l i t t l e  p ainting.

W h e n  we l ea ve  here we i n t e n d  to go 'down south' to Z a m b i a  and 
Z i m b a b w e  and if p o s s i b l e  Bo t s w a n a ,  w h e r e  I n e ed  to see m an y 
people. It will be w o r k  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  tourism, as we w a n t  to 
v i s i t  V i c t o r i a  F alls and one of the g a me  parks and see a bit 
of Zimbabwe. Our h o u se  in E n g l a n d  is let until the end of 
March, so we  p r op o se  to be b ac k  in E n g l a n d  a b o u t  the end of 
M a r c h .

This is a b e a u t i f u l  place, and I have e n j o y e d  the e x p e r i e n c e  
of l i v i n g  here for a whil e , a l t h o u g h  it has not a l wa ys  been 
a c o m f o r t a b l e  one. W e  live in a p r i v i l e g e d  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
e n c l a v e  in the h e a r t  of a poor, poor t ro pi ca l  count ry . We are 
not part of our h o st  coun tr y.  The ANC has, w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
aid w h i c h  has been t r e m e n d o u s l y  g e n e r o u s ,  b u i l t  up a s chool 
c o m p l e x t  that g oe s f ro m  d a y - c a r e  n u r s e r y  t h r o u g h  all s tages 
to h i gh  school, w i t h  all its s u p p o r t i n g  s tr uc t u r e s :  all the 
e q u i p m e n t  of a l a r g e  sc h ool, d o r m i t o r i e s ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
b u i ld i ng s,  a libra ry , w o r k s h o p s  (carpentry, shoes, cloth in g,  
all the f u r n i t u r e  for the h o u s e s  is m a d e here) a farm, a h o r t i ­
c u l t u r a l  s e c t i o n  and so on. We get s u p p l i e d  w i t h  h o u s i n g  - w h i c h  
has to be s h a r e d  - p l e n t y  of food, a l t h o u g h  of a m o n o t o n o u s  
nature, and c l o t h e s  for those w h o  w a n t  it. WE are two miles 
f ro m the town of M o r o g o r o ,  and go to the m a r k e t  there to get 
f r e s h  f r u it  and v e g e t a b l e s .

B ut  I have f ound out that the w e l f a r e  s o c i e t y  - as this Is - 
does not work. P e o pl e take, but do n o t care for, w h a t  they are 
g i v e n  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  to w o r k  f or  it or pay for it. T h er e are 
a lw ay s those w h o w o r k  and those w h o  don't. And this is an 
e n c l o s e d  co mm u n i t y .  The s t u d e n t s  all try to g e t s c h o l a r s h i p s  
for t r a i n i n g  o v e r s e a s  - a n y w h e r e  - to e s c a p e  the c o n f i n e m e n t  
and l a ck  of o u t s i d e  st i m u l u s .  One day, perhaps, if we e v er  m e e t  
again, I can tell you all a b o u t  it - but it w i l l be i r r e l e v a n t  by 
then. As you can imag in e , e v e n t s  in S ou th  A f r i c a  have s ti rr ed  
e v e r y o n e  w i t h  new hopes; they have 'going home' f ever

I find the cl i m a t e  h e re  i m p o s s i b l e  - it is fierce, too hot, 
too r e l e n tl es s.  W h e n  it rains it p o un d s the e a rt h like steel 
rods. It is too hot, g e t t i n g  h o t t e r  e v er y  day, a b u r n i n g  sun - 
S o u t h  A f r i c a  w a s  n e v e r  like this! We are s u r r o u n d e d  by m ou n t a i n s ,  
e v e r  chan gi n g,  e v e r  m a r v e l l o u s  to see, and live a m o n g  b e a u t i f u l  
f l o w e r i n g  tr ees and bushes. But this goes w i t h  m a l a r i a  and m a n y  
o t h e r  c om p l a i n t s ,  w i t h  f l ou r  that has to be s i f t e d  for w e e v i l s  
and worms, rice that has to be s o r t e d  g r a i n  by grain.



I t hi n k I've s p e n t  a b o u t  t w e nt y y e ar s m o a n i n g  a bo ut  the awful 

B r i t i s h  we a t h e r ,  the cold, rain and dark ne ss ;  and n ow  I've come 

to the c o n c l u s i o n  t ha t  there is a lo t to be said for a t e m p er at e

c l i m a t e .

I h a ve  y ou r l e t t e r  of O c t ob er , so I am a d d r e s s i n g  this to

C ol o r a d o .  I am h a p p y  that you are h a v i n g  such an i n t e r e s t i n g

e x p e r i e n c e  in b e a u t i f u l  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  I w o u l d  love to see y o ur  
w o r k  now, and w o n d e r  w h a t  it is like. I w i l l  p r o b a b l y  not go 
b a c k  to etch in g , as I do not have a press and I think now that 
p h y s i c a l l y  the w o r k  is too h e a v y  for me. WE once saw a film of 
p e o p l e  g o i n g  d o wn  the G ra n d C a n y o n  on ra fts - it was on a 
s u p e r - h u g e  screen, y o u felt you w er e there.

I m i s s  my f a m i l y  and m y  fiiends, m or e  than I t ho ug h t I would.
The c h i l d r e n  w r i t e  to us and keep in touch, but we have been 
c lo se  all t hese years, and I do not w a n t  to live so far away 
f ro m them.

M a n y  e x c i t i n g  thin gs  are h ap p e n i n g ,  not o n l y in S o u t h  Africa, 
but in E u r o p e  today, f u n d a m e n t a l  ch a n g e s  I t ho u gh t w ou ld  n e v er  
come. T h e r e  are some v o l u n t e e r  te a c h e r s  here from the G e rm a n 
D e m o c r a t i c  Repub l ic . T h e y  are t ro u b l e d  and c o n f u s e d  by e ve nt s  
in t he i r count ry ,  but I b e l i e v e  that th ings had to change, and 
o nc e  the U S S R b e g a n  e m b a r k i n g  on a n e w  cour se , the o t he r  s o c i a l i s t  
c o u n t r i e s  w er e b o u n d  to u n d e r g o  c h a n g e s  as well. T he y r e m a i n e d  
in the g ri p of a rigid d o g m a  too long.

T h a t ' d s  e n o u g h  of p o li ti c s!  W h e n  we r e t u r n  to En g l a n d  in 
S pr i ng , w h e n  we have s e t t l e d  b a c k  in our house, I will w r i t e  
to you again, and h op e that we can, e v en  if o nl y n o w and then, 
k e e p  in touch.

M y love to you and to Robert.
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