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S ir ,

Early History of Newclare and Sophiatown 
_________________ Townships. _______________

With reference to your letter of the 15th November, 
1945>, I  have the honour to inform you that a search of the 
records of this office  has elicited  no definite information 
about the beginnings of the abovementioned townships, and the 
information in the following two paragraphs has been obtained 
from statements made to the Department at different times by 
legal representatives of ratepayers of the two townships.

It has been variously stated that Natives have lived 
in the townships "since the Boer War” and "since the time of 
President Kruger". The ground on which Sophiatown is laid 
out was bought by a Mr. Tobiansky in 1897 . This township 
was apparently not originally  laid out with the intention that 
it should be used for Native or Coloured occupation, and 
shortly after title was granted a sale was held (presumably 
by Tobiansky) at which a number of stands was bought by 
Europeans. G-radually, however, Natives began purchasing stands, 
and as this process went on so did the Europeans gradually 
dispose of their interests in properties in the township.

Newclare was originally  laid out as a township for 
coloured persons only, and in terms of the title  deeds Europeans 
were prohibited from living  there.

It  has been ascertained from the Registrar of Deeds 
that these two townships were actually established on the 
following dates 1

Sophiatown 14-th February, 1905 .
Newclare 2nd March, 1905 .

It  is greatly regretted that owing to the lengthy 
search involved it has not been possible to reply to your letter 
earlier , and that the records of this office  do not contain the 
complete information,you require. It  is understood, however, 
that further details of the early history of the Sophiatown and 
Newclare townships are to be found in  the following reports 
which are unfortunately not available in this office :

Report of the Transvaal Leasehold Townships 
Commission, 1912 (11.0 .-34,1912).

Report of the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure 
Act Commission (U .G .- 7 ,1934) .

I have the honour to be, 
S ir ,

.Your obedient servant.

Rev. J .  Dexter Taylor, 
17 Priscilla  Street, 

Belgravia,
JOHANNESBURG.
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Reverend Sir ,

Early History of Sophiatown, Martindale, 
________and JMewolare Townships,______________

With further reference to your request for
details of the early history of the abovementioned 
townships, I have the honour to inform you that as 
a result of further enquiries a suitable memorandum 
has now been prepared and a copy is  enclosed for 
your information.

I regret that I am unable to refer you to 
the date 8f dafrc of your letter as my relative file  
is at present in Cape Town.

I  have the honour to be, 
Sir ,

Your obedient Servant,

Rev* J . Dexter Taj 
17 Prisc illa  S1

Belgravia,
JOHANNESBURG.

r e t a r y  fo r  n a t i v e  a f f a i r s .



~/KLY HISTORY OF SOPHIATOYM, MARTIN DALE AND 
l>r CL; RE TO''N'. HIPS.________________

1 . SOPHIATOVM TOWNSHIP.

An area on the farm WATEKVAL Mo . 79 (Now No. 10) 
was offered to the Government of the late South African 
Republic by H, Tobisnsky for a location. This offer was 
accepted by the Executive Council by Resolution No. 508 
dated 26th May, 1*99. The ground was to be used exclusively 
for the purposes of a Coloured Location end a Notarial Lease 
of the area was signed on 1st June, 1899# and registered 
under Contract No. 252/99 by the Registrar of Deeds in the 
Register van Acten, Book "C” 11 Folio 503 on the 15th June, 
1899. There is no need to set out the various stages 
through which this lease went, as subsequently it was 
cancelled by Executive Council Resolution No, 439 of 1903 
as a result of an application emanating from Mr. Tobie. sky's 
solicitors. Cancellation of the lease wbs registered by 
the Registrar of Deeds on 17th April, 1905.

According to the General Plan of the township, 
the area was surveyed in June, 1903. Although the township 
was not actually established until 14th February, 1905* a 
few lots were sold prior to this date to white persons.

Portion of the township was subject to a condition 
that the owner had no ri^ht to use it as a location for 
coloured persons and could not sell or hire the portion 
or any part thereof to coloured persons. By Contract 40/1911
S (R .T .R . No. F. 3 / H )  registered in the Deeds Office,

condition was modified so that now only lots 89 and 356 
are .subject to this restriction.

There are now only 33 leasehold lots in Sophiatown, 
the remainder are held under freehold title .

2. ftEWCLARE TO7’NSKIP.

This Township was approved by the Minister of 
Lends on the recommendation of the Townships Board in terras 
of section 7 of Act 33/07 (Transvaal). This approval was 
published under Government Notice No* 1479 dated 28th 
October, 1912, in the Gazette dated 1st November, 1912* 
at page 701. The conditions were modified by Administrator’ s 
Notice No. 88 /14  dated 5th March, 1914, published in the 
Provincial Gazette dated 1 ?th March, 1914. The first 
of the approved conditions of title  reeds:-

•'The Township being laid out with a view to 
provide accommodation for coloured persons no 
whites shall be permitted to reside in the town
ship, (the Township owner excepted)."

There are no lea%iold lots in Newel are.

j .  'i  1 iiD/'.-E TO" l* Si-It .

The area comprising Martindale Township ,Ras surveyed 
in August, 1904, the General Plan of the Township being 

roved on the 19th October, 1904. The ship was
established on ?3rd J n u r y ,  1905*

Only one lot in this Township is held under lease

hold title  and the lease of this lot contains a restriction 

akainrst coloured occupation.

• V h o /



She rersainirv, lots ere > eld In freehold end there 
are no restrictions in tl: e freehold titles agmln~t coloured 
occ’, tion.

The following extracts from the repo i or ?, ■ - 
veal Leasehold To nahips Connie ion, 191? ( ' , 7 4 - 1 9 1 2 )  and 
tho .ran v  si A s i a t i c  Land Tenure ct Coam islon  (U .G ,7-1934) 
give 11 the relevant details co -tain d in those reports 
regarding the evove thr-e townships*

— i. ________________ ’>.......... ■. •___________ _* 191?.

(a) Pago 80,

" (4 7 )  T':a d a ..e .

This is a private leasehold tovn? ip reloading to
11, Toblansky, It teas 1 uid out in 190*4 on n portion of the 
farm AT R JiL in extent about 24 norgen end divided into 
332 stands. Tobinn^ky acq’ ired the alto of tho township 
in 1903* surveyed on lr.id it out at e total cost o f  £9*0oo 
including interest. Only rlx stands re h~ld in l e r - ehold, 
and only two lenses oorprising three stands b v e  \ sen 
registered, the rent is £2. S . 0. per annum, and the total 

ross revenue is £14. 6* 0. per n ' ure, t Iders have 
the right under their leases to convert their title  i to 
freehold upon pey" < t of £15 p r stand, plus cost of transfer# 

•  teres of the l H H i a i  999 years, fror Oetorer, 1904.
The incone froir. rents is cspltullsed by the Municipality 
for-assrusmsnt rates on e 12 " per cent tusis, the arrnunt being 
*60 , The tot 1 amount which theewner would receivo i f  all ths 
stands were converted on tfce terras pr vided ltt the lease is 
£90,

The iuuniclpel depositing site wn3 close to this town* 
ship, which probably acc*- I or its *ant of i 
stands ere of very l itt le  value. Tori n ky ssld he would 
give his lt>- neholdern their freehold for othing, i t th*t 
he is in the hands of his t nk ,"

(b) F e 93.

(59) I ‘in

This is a private lee ah old township belonging to 
H, T o b ia n k y , It was laid  out in 1903 on a OTtlOS of  
the fan:. AT RV L and contains 1 ,694  -tan s, T 1 1 i.nsky 
purchased the site o f  the township about 1897* Bo commenced 
selling stands a* out 1903 at prices ran> in * from £25 to £30, 
iher are now 43 leases covering 139 steads. It w* < orijin-
& iy intended th^t the township should be freehold nnd the 
stands vere aotu?lly poll ii freehol d, »he y t | f |  why it  
was not mtda freehold was th<t tefore transfer of any stands 
could be fivan Tobianehy had to produce % r<°oei; t shoeing 
that ell municipal rates had been paid. The uni i. • ity 
would not sgr^e to take rt of the rates, t insisted on 
payment in ful] i one sun* This tot 1 s Tol 5 kalqp co Id 
not pay, and to protect ster.dholders le ses ere ^rmted to 
that:, subject to a rental of Is .  per year, whicl in no case 
has be^n demanded, th leases containing 9 clause that on 
pay eut ■ of 5s, and cos. of transfer, the standholder
might convert his litle into v -»>; ole, The landh olders 
seer to be uite satisfied  that their title  is a e f f i c i e n t  
protection for them nd th t tbey can ret fr ohold wr en they 
want it .  To i ..sky's estate was assi 190-, and the

• h i p  is now men ged •  assignee.

To 1 'u sk y /



Tobiansky bought portions of the site of the to a eh ip 
from different persons, the t it le  difterine In the servitudes 
attaching to th em. These different servitudes account for 
the difference in the lenses in this township, of which 
there are six d s n s  s. One cl -s is for 99 years, the five 
ot. ers for 999 ya^rs, frorr; October, 1st, 1903* The income 
from re-its is capitalised by the nicipality  for rating  
purposes on a 12$  per oent tesla, th© amount being £55#

,___  . 1 . 1 .  . - (Parts I  and I I )

Page 107*

" (2 )  :.:0.-i:iAiOVA. v i ^ . l / . ..-.pas; cl. .

47 . It will be convenient to take these three to .n sM p s  
together, an they ore all situate in the northwestern portion 
of the Luniclpal area, Martindale end So hi*tows lie  
ir medic tely to the north, end N w c l e e  lies immediately to 
the south of the estern ftative Township, which accommodates 
about 14 ,000  intives* Generally speaking the titleo to 
lota in these three townships contain no restriction against 
either ownership or occupet on by Colo red persons, but 
there ere u few exceptions, The gro- t majority of the lots 
ere held by Netiv or Coloured owners'.

48* oohlstown consists of 1 ,694  lots, the $reat majority 
of  which ere held in freehold: in the oase of only two 
of the freehold lots is there any prohibition against 
coloured occupation in the title  of the lot : thirty-aeven 
lots are held in leasehold of which tv enty-si;?ht are held on 
leeses containing the usual restrictive condition a&ainst 
coloured occupation, while the lenses of the remaining nine  
contain no s.oh re tri<tion.

49. In r.^artindale there are no restrictions ainst coloured 
otoup .tion in free! old t itles . There is  only ore lot held
in leasehold t it le ,  and a re* tri tion inst coloured occu
pation is contained in tho lease of that lot,

50. In Eewclare all the lots ?re h Id  in freehold, and 
the freehold t i t ' ebontains the following restriction against
occupation by W h i e  persons :

"The Township hein^ laid  out with a view 
of giving a< oo irr-odstion for o'! oured persons no 
Uilteo sh o ll •be p rmitt d to roside in the township - 
tho township owner exceptod."

51* fco Co:; S.js has een tekan of the. e thr*e townships 
since 1921. The figuresibr these townships, according to 
the 1921 Census were as follows:-

Martindale and 
so hi- t e  n.

iuropeans.. . . . . . . . . .  557
Sntives.................. 1 ,4 7 5
Indians and Other 

A s ia t ic s . . . . . . . . . . ,  79
Other Coloured Persons 878

Kewclare.

10
1 ,1 8 5

339
819

It appears/



52* it  appear* th t, since the
has been a sreat influx o f  Natives int th c®li3Us* there
Q3 s result of Natives h^virur these three towns' ips, 
other portions of the t o m  re w* ro(  ̂ to clear out fr*om

(Urbon Axen ) Act. A«oo” ln* S  of « * •  »etivea
Town Clerk on the 10th O^toSSr iSSl! funUshad b* 

population of thei.e

Kowclsra....................................  2 a
ophictown............. ! . 11 . r  SrS

* " « » « « * ...............................: : : :  i ^ y

l o t a l .* , . , . . 9,500

" I  h^ve to c t n l r ^ r t  f t X  -af?illS thls nddedi
composition of the total popul tio-i P^Jom inete  in the
is considered th-t the o t L ?  ectiSnS J*® toiaiahlpa, and it
as for ex ample, v i a t i c a  J i  the P °? !Jl « « o n ,  such
amount to jore than about I S  do not
acoordaaae with the *bo?e the I f .  in
Kat va population eq !f !  v * fi suned thet the

Of thepopul . ion of iaJ Of  t h f . j  ®onstltu*<^ 8 5 per cent

2»e Olere................................... 2C,

.............................................I I * ’ * i n S
K a rtin d e la ................. 111111 .* 264

all f l o u r e d 'p e r s o n s '^ n a  M ^ l l o n o n a . * ) 1,676  are a “ sum®d to he 
number o f  E’arSpssns i i T” L  ls , , « •  r° *  the sr.rtl

the ooloured population s e w s  to be on' tne S L " “ ttt‘  f? f  
to flgjurea furrdshed by the »«*  * 2 <3e* 8S according
fewer than 730 South African Colo i^ 3  nJ8f 8?  * chool Board, no 
these townsilps attend the tw o  J * R* otlic children frora

children in Cophiatran ?nd Newelare* *  ° ls  * ° v Coloured

recently p s^o laiKed '^nde^section^S  of t ^ townships hrve b@an 
Act, but, evin  to the ? L *  ? ? f  fc:e S t i v e s  {Urban Areas) 

owned by Im tivfa. man? o f J * J £ ‘“ u t Z F i J S ? " *  °£  the lots ar« 
T>*en nccustome" |0 take in B atiie  ft. ho^ s  nnd have
1 ii stiBg the enforcement of the £n* +1 consiueiutio&a
different to thos-Jhith v n l v i n ' th* : °  tr'vr̂ T>* » e  uite 
Area. apply in other pf rt of the Municipal

valued for^r-ptittg m t Z i ’ f l f S p S  owners o f  irr-movahl e property,

reside on fojert? a!e a f L S L 5 !* 2  11,10
the require® at as to residing l5 I fiJ noted, exempted from 
or Mative o-tel, end thl Si!S» lnJ» Looation, N«tive Villf;«©, 
Natives vho r« side with t h S f ^ S ,  S k i * ! !  oBd ^pandanta of such 
however, are occupying premises in t h ^  * eXB !P * S o m e  Hntivea, 
are notyei rc-lrVe$ S tK ?3 T t  ‘ J T t h £ ^ * P3 ° t j  1°’ * • *  
chase, end for which thev nr* v to our-
rateable Talue o f ' o n . o f  ?£! inst«lnents. and the
Natives does not nlwava' .« « „ !♦  jusea oimed and occupied by 

cover the co.e! of 2 2 ?  S S S L t9J S  ^  *° £75t ln ****r  to 
apeoial reguletions have been midS^aoveJninJ thliV°

2 a .^ 5 J r4 "

i . ’ ; ® 1; ?  t t i " " l « e bf t ,r t » 1“ e a . r A t l ° b f 5 ° f 195°



to rr ant U<encest> owners, le ases, or occupiers of premises 
in areaa proclaimed as areea fron which Natives ore to be ex
cluded permitting then to acooir. odate specified numbers of 
Natives in such pro is s.

55* The r gulntlons m.-de un^er section 5(4) for all
po t ons of the unicip^l /,rea of Johannesburg, other than 
theoe three townships - So ihlato^n, Martindaie and «ercol*rc - 
confer upon the Council a discretionary power to grant or 
refuse a licence, end provide for the peyraent of fees by a 
licensee based on a charge of 3d. per r onth for each Native 
covered by his licence. The special regulations which ap^ly 
to the three townships abovementi oned, oophiatown, Mertindole. 
end ^ewol*>re, are, however, of quite a different eharooter.

These regulf tlons pnvide:-

(a) That the owner of any bulldl* in any of the three town
ships which oomplies with the Council** by ©-laws and in 
which on or before the 1st ttsrch, 193%  the owner let
acco ' odstion to N- tivcs, shall he entitled to obtain
from t. e Council a licence free of charge to acoor od'te 

natives; ana

(b) that any Native own*>r of a house occupied by himself «nd 
hie household built in any of the townships after 
promulgation of the regulations shall be entitled to 
obtain a licence to eocom odete natives in not more theft 
four roorris of such house.

The Council has to speeify the number of Natives to be 
allowed to occupy each room, but such number is not to be lets 
than the number allowed under the p blic Health Byc-l^ws. The 
licence is to be gra ted for lx months, end is renewable from 

time to time at the option of the licensee, so Ion* as he 
” aintalns the licenced premiaes in accordance with the Municipal 
rye-lews and does not commit a breech of regulation.*1

56* In these three townships, therefore. Instead of the
grant of licences being entirely in the discretion of the 
Council, and of licensees being required to pay fees for their 
licences, the owners of premises who were, on or before the 1st 
i4<*roh, 1933* letting aceomi odatlon to Natives, are '■’’lvcn the 
right io obt«in lioences, ond Native owners of houses built 
after the promulgation of the regulations rlr»o h ve the rl *ht 
to obtain liceno-s, and in both esses the licenc's are issued 
free of charge.

* -?twithstanding, therefore, the proclamation of these 
turee township* under the Natives (Urban Area) Aot, it does not 
seam probeble th*t any large proportion of t*«eir existing Native 
population will be disturbed} the Council will in fut re *>ave

lts ll0«n8la^ system, a more complete control of the 
condition* nder tfiich Natives living in these townships are 
accommodated, but it seems likely that the tendency will be fbr
the Native population of the townships to increase rr.ther then 
to di. lnish.

->3. ihe influx of large numbers of Natives during reoent
years hasfrondered these townships less attractive to Coloured 
persons, and, if the estimate furnished by the City Council,

as/.

Ihe llcen&ee Is required to naintaln his prwnlses in good 
repair, and in e cler.n condition, and is nit to house Natlv s 

in excess of the number allowed under his licenoe.



•s  quoted above, is  even approximately correct, the total 
number of Asietios and .'outb African Coloured persons non 
resident In thece townshipr is  at any rate not larger than 
the number of suoti persons returned as resident tnereln in 
tbe 1921 census,

59» These townships cannot, therefore, be regarded as
likely to attract, or to provide acceptable aooormodation for 
Asiatics and Coloured persons ml o »? y be displrood from other 
prrts o f  the r nicipal Area owing to enforcement o f  the prohi
bitions of the uold Law or of restrictions rgelnrt cooured  
occupation contained in title-de^ds of lots” .

C PY/C, .
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