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A 75th anniversary is an extraordinary achievement for a sporting 
club.  These are glorious years of great memories on and off the 
field. I’ve spent some time perusing through the previous anniversary 
brochures and was filled with nostalgia being reminded of our 
amazing achievements as a club. 

I believe that to understand the true value of this achievement one 
has to understand the political climate from which it emerged. Briefly 
put, over 500 years of white colonial rule, people were divided and 
communities destroyed. This left people unemployed and in poverty. 

This was not an ideal environment to cultivate a sports club nor 
enjoy normal sporting activity. But despite this, we came together 
as a community and worked towards building a club that has served 
many over the decades. Over 75 years, the club provided a home 
for hundreds of sporting individuals from our predominantly Indian 
community despite not having a clubhouse or dressing facilities.

The fortune of the club fluctuated between times of abundance 
and times when we were grasping for survival. The golden period 
for the club was between 1970 and 1990 when we were able to 
play in a non racial environment. This came to an end when the 
sporting bodies were forced into instant unification with the white 
sporting organisations. This move was made to allow them to play in 
an international arena again but unfortunately left us no better off. 
However, we made the best of a bad situation and forged on with 
our dedication to the sports club. During seasons 2014/15 to 2018/9 
the Club collected league honors 6 times ! 

In 1976 when apartheid government introduced multinational sports, 
our club objected to the few superficial changes and stopped playing 
cricket that season. Initially we were suspended by Witwatersrand 
Cricket Union on the 17th February 1977 for questioning their 
decision to participate in a multinational league. Later we refused 
to participate as the multinational league turned out to be racist and 
in keeping with apartheid. Our club played a few friendly matches 
that season and spent much time fighting the new establishment. 
Our opposition and major canvassing convinced some previously 
non racial clubs to stop playing and we formed the Transvaal Cricket 
Board. Our efforts also led to the formation of the South African 
Cricket Board. This completely destroyed multinational cricket in the 
country.

Throughout the journey of this club, we have always had visionary 
leadership. They worked hard to create a home for our club. Our 
initial application for a permanent sports field was in 1982 but were 
denied by the old government. We later selected Progress grounds 
as our home for its proximity to schools and location within our 
community. Together we converted a brown and dusty terrain to 
our home ground. In 1995 with the help of Mr Madhi Kollapen 
and Mr Dippenaar from the city council, we laid down turf wickets, 
fenced the facility, erected side screens, planted trees and levelled the 
outfield. Today we have a beautiful cricket ground and can hopefully 
expand the facilities in years to come. 

EDITORIAL
Throughout our history we were supported by highly efficient 
administrators and produced some excellent players. They were 
committed and talented but lacked opportunities to reach their full 
potential. Despite this, some pioneered and participated at regional 
and national levels. 

In the last 25 years, Ajit Gandabhai, Thiraj Bhowan and Asit Desai 
have all played a major role in running and growing the club. We are 
indebted to them for this 75th anniversary celebration. Credit must 
also go to all the players and members in various capacities who 
assisted in keeping the Club and its activities alive.

Ajit Gandabhai currently holds the record for the longest active player 
in the Club. 

Over this 75-year journey, our members have been loyal, committed 
and passionate about sports and people. Many of our members 
participated actively over long periods of time, this led to many long-
lasting friendships that have stood the test of time. 

That is not to take away from the new generation of players who 
over the last 25 years has given the club a new energy and hope for 
the future. We have much to celebrate on the playing field. During 
2014/15 to 2018/19 the club achieved league honours six times. 

At present we have 7 senior cricket teams. There have been some 
exciting victories and some heartsore losses. But win or lose, we 
always play the game with great sporting spirit. The latest addition of 
the Diamond Cricket League has brought much joy and excitement 
to our members. This allows all active members to participate in the 
tournament. 

We once had a great record of developing young talent who then 
went on to represent sports at higher levels. Over time this declined 
for numerous reasons in both cricket and soccer. Hopefully we can 
reignite the excitement for both sports in younger players. 

It’s also important to remember the women who supported us 
throughout this journey. Our mothers, wives and daughters who 
were there by our sides during difficult times, transported children to 
and from games, provided food for functions and made their homes 
available for meetings.

It has been a pleasure to be involved with an amazing club. A place 
that is like a second home for many. Our common love of sports 
brought us all together and I will always think back fondly of Azad-
Swaraj Sporting Club. 

It is our fervent wish that the schools and community surrounding 
Progress ground make use of the facility as the doors of the Club are 
always open and has not failed in its duty to reach out.

What happens in the future is surely unpredictable, but today we 
celebrate our survival and prosperity under adverse conditions. We 
look forward to the future with optimism. 
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TEAM’S  
LOGS

SEASON 2018/9-CENTRAL GAUTENG LIONS
Raju Patel Saturday 3

Pos Team Total Points Played Bonus Points Won Lost DrawnTied Pen Run Rate Net R/R
1 Azaadville United C C 57 18 5 12 4 2 6,9 1,32
2 Azad Swaraj Sporting  Club 54 18 8 11 6 1 5,12 0,38
3 Glenvista CC 47 18 5 8 5 5 6,34 0,65
4 Wanderers C C 40 18 4 7 7 4 6,31 0,33
5 Heidelberg C C 36 18 5 8 5 4 1 12 6,33 1,45
6 Sapranos C C 36 18 1 8 7 3 3 5,5 -0,36
7 Wanderers Cricket Club Aryans 34 18 3 5 8 4 1 6,08 0,14
8 Randburg C C 31 18 3 4 8 6 4,36 -0,67
9 Midrand Knights 23 18 3 4 10 4 4 4,57 -1,33

10 Crescents Cricket Club 23 18 1 3 10 5 4,72 -1,95

Raju Patel Dr Minesh Morar Kaushal Naik 
Savan Prajapati Pragnesh Patel Raju Ahir

Rahul Patel Dipu Patel Dhaval Patel 
Ramesh Patel

Standing left to right

Jameel Patel,Nizam Patel,Irfan 
Saida,Hifzulla Patel,Usman 
Aswat,Brijesh Patel and Ajit 
Gandabhai

Standing left to right

Maroof Memon,Master 
Aqqib,Damien Manilal,Ashraf 
Lunat

Missing-Akram Sheik,Huzaifa 
Patel,Moin Patel

SEASON 2018/9-CENTRAL GAUTENG LIONS

CGL Sunday Five
Ajit Gandabhai

Pos Team Total Points PlayedBonus Points Won Lost DrawnTied Penalty Run RateNet Run Rate
1 Azaadville Riders C C 101 19 14 17 1 1 8,05 4,66
2 Caxton Khosa Cricket Club 83 20 11 14 5 1 6,06 2,3
3 Azad Swaraj Sporting  Club 82 20 10 14 5 1 6,28 1,76
4 Vereeniging Cricket Club 67 20 5 12 7 1 5,94 2,16
5 Western Warriors C C 61 20 5 10 7 3 4,26 -0,52
6 Noodgesig CC 56 20 7 9 9 2 4,74 -1,35
7 Orange Farm C C 32 19 2 4 10 5 3,22 -2,69
8 Roshnee C C 30 18 2 4 10 4 3,69 -0,53
9 Swaneville C C 26 19 1 3 11 5 4,16 -1,63

10 Diepsloot C C 18 20 2 14 4 2,43 -3,87
11 Dobsonville Cricket Club 16 19 1 1 13 5 2,68 -5,88
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SEASON 2018/9-CENTRAL GAUTENG LIONS
Ajay P atel Saturday 1

Pos Team Total Points Played Bonus Points Won Lost DrawnTied Pen Run Rate Net R/R
1 Glenvista CC 53 16 7 11 4 1 6,83 1,87
2 Randburg C C 6th 48 16 6 9 4 3 5,1 0,21
3 G-M Old Edwardians C C 45 16 5 8 4 4 5,8 1,05
4 Lenasia Cricket  Club 41 16 3 8 5 3 6,13 -0,18
5 Jeppe C C 37 16 3 8 5 3 4 4,75 -0,13
6 Delfos C C 31 16 3 4 6 6 5,17 -1,28
7 Medal Paints Marks Park 29 16 3 5 8 3 5,46 -0,73
8 Azad Swaraj Sporting Club 19 16 1 4 9 3 4 5,2 -1,22
9 Randfontein Cricket Club -27 16 1 1 13 2 36 3,83 -0,73

  …Ajay Patel Captain Saturday 1.

Tejas Desai, Hardik Patel,  Ajay Patel,  Mukesh Ahir, Vipul Ahir 

Mohit Patel, Shree Patel, Piyush Desai , Tejas Patel,  Devyish Patel 

Mayur Javer and Mohamed Patel

SEASON 2018/9-CENTRAL GAUTENG LIONS

Tejas Desai Sunday 3
Pos Team Total Points Played Bonus Points Won Lost DrawnTied Pen Run Rate Net R/R

1 Delfos C C 80 18 11 13 3 2 5,05 1,51
2 Azad Swaraj Sporting Club 78 18 12 12 3 3 5,69 2,09
3 Eldorado Park Ottomans 66 18 8 10 4 4 5,19 1,13
4 Western Warriors CC 65 18 10 11 6 1 2 6,06 1,41
5 G-M Old Edwardians C C 63 18 7 10 5 3 4,3 0,02
6 Wits Cricket Club 43 18 5 6 8 4 4,08 -0,08
7 Soweto Pioneers CC 32 18 5 3 9 6 3,89 -1,33
8 Midrand Knights 31 18 5 4 11 3 3,86 -1,41
9 Riverlea C C 27 18 4 3 11 4 3,53 -1,74

10 Medal Paints Marks Park 16 18 2 2 14 2 3,24 -2,42

Tejas Desai Kamlesh Patel Hardik Patel Vimal Patel 
Ajay Patel Sanjay Patel 

Mohit Patel Kirit Patel Shree Patel Piyush Desai Tejas 
Patel

Not in picture-Mayur Javer and Mohamed Patel
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SEASON 2018/9-CENTRAL GAUTENG LIONS
Raju Patel Saturday 3

Pos Team Total Points Played Bonus Points Won Lost DrawnTied Pen Run Rate Net R/R
1 Azaadville United C C 57 18 5 12 4 2 6,9 1,32
2 Azad Swaraj Sporting  Club 54 18 8 11 6 1 5,12 0,38
3 Glenvista CC 47 18 5 8 5 5 6,34 0,65
4 Wanderers C C 40 18 4 7 7 4 6,31 0,33
5 Heidelberg C C 36 18 5 8 5 4 1 12 6,33 1,45
6 Sapranos C C 36 18 1 8 7 3 3 5,5 -0,36
7 Wanderers Cricket Club Aryans 34 18 3 5 8 4 1 6,08 0,14
8 Randburg C C 31 18 3 4 8 6 4,36 -0,67
9 Midrand Knights 23 18 3 4 10 4 4 4,57 -1,33

10 Crescents Cricket Club 23 18 1 3 10 5 4,72 -1,95

SEASON 2018/9-CENTRAL GAUTENG LIONS
Umesh Lad Saturday 4

Pos Team Total Points Played Bonus Points Won Lost DrawnTied Pen Run Rate Net R/R
1 Puntans C C 66 18 10 13 3 2 5,84 1,89
2 Azad Swaraj Sporting Club 62 18 8 11 2 5 5,63 1,63
3 Medal Paints Marks Park 55 18 5 9 2 7 7,09 1,61
4 Old Parktonians C C 38 18 2 9 7 2 4 6,11 -0,19
5 Midrand Knights 34 18 2 6 8 4 5,88 -0,11
6 Old Maristonian C C 33 18 1 5 7 6 5,58 -0,54
7 Crescents Cricket Club 26 18 2 4 10 4 5,4 -1,08
8 Randburg C C 24 18 2 2 9 7 5,64 -1,94
9 Freeway Zulfikaars C C 21 18 1 2 10 6 4,28 -2,76

10 Pirates C C 18 18 4 5 8 5 16 6,18 0,79

Paras Patel Dhaval Patel Jignesh Ramani Devang Patel Yogan Patel Pradeep Patel 

Rakesh Patel Mohit Patel Manoj Patel Heet and Roumil Patel 

Raju Patel Dr Minesh Morar Kaushal Naik Savan Prajapati Pragnesh Patel Raju Ahir

Rahul Patel Dipu Patel Dhaval Patel Ramesh Patel
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SEASON 2018/9-CENTRAL GAUTENG LIONS
Kaushal Hansari Saturday 5

Pos Team Total Points Played Bonus Points Won Lost DrawnTied Pen Run Rate Net R/R
1 Daxina C C 61 18 7 12 3 3 6,78 1,66
2 Old Maristonian C C 56 18 6 11 4 3 6,68 0,45
3 Azad Swaraj Sporting Club 43 18 5 7 6 5 5,85 0,34
4 Delfos C C 42 18 4 6 5 7 5,33 0,79
5 Wits Lions CC 40 18 5 8 5 4 1 8 6,79 1,13
6 Crescents Cricket Club 35 18 1 5 6 7 5,71 -0,94
7 Phoenix Warriors C C 28 18 2 5 8 5 4 7,81 -2,74
8 Pirates C C 27 18 3 4 8 6 4 5,98 0,2
9 Noordgesig CC 19 18 1 2 11 5 5,67 -1,78

10 MSD VUT 16 18 3 5 9 3 1 16 5,7 -0,2

Parth Patel,         Saavan Bhayani,                Vasu Patel,                                            Tejas Patel

Harshil Kansara ( Captain )                 Girish Ramani                                      Keyur Chauhan                                   Dipesh Mistry                                     Hemant  Patel

League Champions Team Captain Team Captain

Season

 2002/3 Saturday 4 Ajit Gandabhai

 2003/4 Sunday Chetan Patel

 2004/5

 2005/6 Sunday 1 Chetan Patel

 2006/7 Saturday 6 Ajit Gandabhai

 2007/8 NIL

 2008/9

 2009/10 Saturday 5 Ajit Gandabhai

 2010/11 Saturday 8 Bhadresh Vallabh

 2011/12

 2012/13

 2013/14 Saturday 4 Satyen Dullah Saturday 6 Anesh Ranchod

 2014/15 Sunday 7 Tejas Desai

 2015/16 Sunday 6 Tejas Desai Saturday 3 Mukesh Ahir

 2016/17 Sunday  5 Tejas Desai

 2017/18 Sunday  4 Tejas Desai Saturday 2 Mayur Javer

 2018/19 nil

Club Honors - CRICKET
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100 or 100+ scored

100 or 100+ partnership

5 or more wkts taken in a innings

Cricket Player Team Date Against
Season
 2007/8 Bowled Old Maristonians for 16 runs  2 Feb 2008 Old Maristonians

Raju Patel 7 wickets  2 Feb 2008 Old Maristonians

 2008/9 Raju Patel Saturday 4 5 wickets 8-Nov-08 Hilson Park

Umesh Lad Saturday 4 6 wickets 8-Nov-08 Hilson Park

 2009/10 Devyish Patel Saturday 5 100 not out 7-Nov-11 Marks Park

Raju Patel Saturday 5 5 wickets 28-Nov-09 Randburg

Mukesh Ahir Saturday 5 5 wickets 31-Oct-09 Marlboro

Devyish Patel and Sunil Desai Saturday 5 124 run partnership 20-Feb-10 Scaw Metals

 2010/11 Vipul Ahir and Sunil Desai Saturday 4 101 run partnership 5-Feb-11 Marks Park

 2011/12 Hemal Kana Saturday 7 117 runs Securedata Kwateng

Hemal Kana and Satyen Dullab Saturday 7 110 run partnership Securedata Kwateng

 2012/13 Jaimeen Lalloo Sunday 7 5 wickets 3-Mar-13 Glenvista

 2013/14 Piyush Desai and Raju Patel Saturday 4  62 run partnership Hilson Park

won the game and league

Mohit Patel Sunday 3 109 runs in 39 balls n/out Wanderers

Ajay Patel 149 runs

Vimal and Mohit Patel 150 partnership

 Mohit Patel 1 over 34-5 6’s and 1 4

 2014/15 Ajay Patel Sunday 5 235 runs Eldorado Park

 Mohit Patel Sunday 5 7 wickets for 18 runs Crescents

Tejas Desai and Mohit Patel Saturday 7 201 partnership Midrand Knights

Tejas 85 and Mohit 135

Master Aaqqib and Akram Sheik Sunday 9 108 run partnership 22-Dec-15 Bntini

Diepesh Maisuria Sunday 9 127 runs 1-Mar-15 Dipsloot

Fayzan Patel Sunday 9 100 runs 1-Mar-15 Dipsloot

Sunday 9 302 opening partnership 1-Mar-15 Dipsloot

 2015/16 Piyush Desai Saturday 3 83 not out Azaadville

Ajay Patel Sunday 4 102 runs Sandton

Ajay Patel Sunday 4 149 runs WITS

Tejas Desai and Piyush Desai Sunday 5 195 run partneship Bank

Master Aaqib Sunday 10 153 runs 15-Nov-15 Dobsonville

Master Aaqib and Imraan Waqar Sunday 10 207 run partnership 15-Nov-15 Dobsonville

Master Aaqib Sunday 10 129 runs 17-Jan-16 Dobsonville

Ayaaz Sheik Sunday 10 125 runs 4-Oct-15 Swaneville

Master Aaqib Sunday 10 6 wickets 10-Jan-16 Dalikay

 2016/17 Ajay Patel Saturday 2 94 runs Wanderers

Dipesh Patel Saturday 3 6 wickets  16 march 2017 Glenvista

K Kumar Patel Sunday 3 6 wickets Roshnee

K Kumar Patel Sunday 3 5 wickets Sandton

Pitush Desai and Mukesh Ahir Sunday 4 151 run partnership Marks Park
Cricket Player Team Date Against

Fayzan Patel and Ashfan Shaik Sunday 5 102 run partnership 27-Nov-16 Midrand

 2017/18 Rahul Patel Saturday 3  5 wickets 23-Mar-18 Crescents

Ajay Patel and Hardik Patel Saturday 2 131 run partnership KHOSA

 Hardik Patel Saturday 2 110 runs KHOSA

Ajay Patel Saturday 2 87 runs Wanderers

Dhavall Patel Saturday 3 113 runs 27-Oct-18 Azaadville

Tejas Desai Sunday 3 129 runs W Warriors

K Kumar Patel Sunday 3 5 wickets Sandton

Paras Patel Sunday 5 120 runs in 66 balls 21-Jul-18 KHOSA

Paras Patel and Maroef Memon Sunday 5 166 run partnership Maroef 
n/o 34

21-Jul-18 KHOSA

Master Aaqib Sunday 5 5 wkts 18-Mar-18 NWU

Master Aaqib Sunday 5 5 wkts 14-Oct-17 Midrand

Master Aaqib Sunday 5 5 wkts 14-Jan-18 Lenasia 

 2018/19 Dipesh Patel Saturday 3 6 wickets 16-Mar-19 Glenvista

Pitush Desai and Mukesh Ahir Saturday 1 102 run partnership Glenvista

Ajay Patel Sunday 3 145 runs Eldorado Park

Tejas Desai and Piyush Desai Sunday 4 105 run partnership Bank

Dipesh Mistry Saturday 5 122 runs 23-Feb-19 NCC

Ashraf Lunat Saturday 5 125 runs 23-Feb-19 NCC

Raju Patel Saturday 3 7 wickets Randburg

Bowled Randburg our for 11 runs

Ayaz Shaik Sunday 5 157 runs 30-Sep-18 Diepsloot

Akram Shaikh Sunday 5 124 n/out 28-Oct-18 Noordgesig

Moin Gantiwala Sunday 5 103 runs 11-Nov-18 Swanewille

Hifjula Patel Sunday 5 179 runs 18-Nov-18 Western Warriors

Moin Gantiwala Sunday 5 6 wkts 4-Nov-18 Vereeninging

Master Aaqib Sunday 5 5 wkts 9-Dec-18 Orange Farm

Damien Manilal and Ashraf Lunat Sunday 5 106 run partnership 4-Nov-18 Vereeninging

Moin Gantiwala  and Ashraf Lunat Sunday 5 118 run partnership 11-Nov-18 Swanewille

Ajit Gandabhai and Hifjula Patel Sunday 5 139 run partnership for 
10th wicket

18-Nov-18 Western Warriors

Brijesh Patel and Ashraf Lunat Sunday 5 129 run partnership 13-Jan-19 Noordgesig

PLAYERS ACHIEVEMENTS
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Progress.Nets in 2007

HISTORY OF PROGRESS GROUND

Progress-Season 2005-6

Progress nets and field in 
2007

In 1995 with the help of Mr Madhi Kollapen and Mr 
Dippenaar from the city council, we laid down turf wickets, 
fenced the facility, erected side screens, planted trees and 
levelled the outfield. 

Unfortunately the City Council has not kept its civic duty to 
the tax payers to upkeep the facility and the pictures will tell 
the story.

Therefore the Club had to pay for the upkeep of the ground 
from pitch maintenance to fence repairs to equipment 
maintenance belonging to the City Council, sometimes 
sharing the cost with Gauteng Cricket Board.

Since 2012 this amounted to  R54 885 on and purchased 
covers and boundry markers worth R16 415.

Luckily we managed to secure a sponsor and on the 26 AUG 
2019 a major overhaul of the Ground begun.

Our thanks go to Rahul Patel Kirit Patel Pyush Desai and Ajay 
Patel for overseeing the state of the ground and working 
tirelessly to maintain the ground.

                   

Our thanks also to Dermesh Channa and Yogesh Valla who 
have assisted us and continue to assist us in the development 
of Progress Ground.

LEASE

In Aug 2013 we applied to the JHB PROPERTY COMPANY to 
lease the ground but there was no concrete outcome.

Similar attempts were made in March 2006 but to no avail.

Currently we are looking for a yearly rental agreement.

PROGRESS GROUNDS
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Our Club plays a lot of our matches here and the ground is now in a deplorable state and in 6 weeks time fixtures 
commence….   

Tell somebody who cares…………..

LENASIA TECH GROUNDS DIAMOND CRICKET 
LEAGUE
The Diamond Cricket League is its 2nd year of being played under the auspices 
of our Club and is open to only our Cub members.

The diamond companies that the sponsor the tournament are Kismet Diamond , DK Diamond,Shiv Dia-
mond and Bhavani Export who sponsor the full cricket kit,contribute to the upkeep of Progress Ground 
and provide meals every Sundays.

5 teams are chosen from amongst the players to ensure all the teams are evenly balanced.

Last year the competition was won by DK Diamond.

The 2019  winner was D K Diamond after passing Kismet’s total of 105 all out in 19,3 overs.

Mohamed Patel of D K Diamond was the tournaments highest run scorer of 361 , Shree Patel of Bhavani 
highest wicket taker of 21 wkts and Mohamed Patel and Mayur Javer of Shiv Diamond taking 10 catches 
each. The most valuable player (batting,bowling,fielding ) was Mohit Patel of Shiv Diamond.

The 2019 tournament was streamed live on a app Cricheroes.
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21 APRIL 2019-OPENING CEREMONY

Piyush Desai-Shiv Mukesh Ahir-D K Diamond Devyish Patel -Bhavani 
Ajay Patel-Kismet and Dhiraj Chhiba Azad

AZAD X1

AZAD X1-DCL-2019
Standing Left to right

Irfan Saida- Aziz Saida- Master Aqqib- Ashraf Lunat- Akaram Shaikh- Maroef Memon -Nizam Patel

Seated Left to Right

Usman Aswat-Jameel Patel-Ajit Gandabhai
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AZAD X1-DCL-2019
Standing Left to right

Usman Aswat-Irfan Saida- Ajit Gandabhai - Ashraf Lunat- Maroef Memon -Nizam Patel

Seated Left to Right

Kalpesh Patel -Moin Patel- Master Aqqib-Jameel Patel-Huzaifa Patel

BHAVANI-DCL-2019
Standing : 

Hemant Patel, Shree Patel, Rajesh Ahir , Rakesh Patel ,Kamlesh Patel,  Divyesh Patel,  Bhavya Patel

Sitting: 

Keyur Chauhan,Tejas Patel,Savan Prajapati,Dhaval Patel,Bhavik Patel
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DCL-Runners up Kismet
Standing: Paras Patel Dipesh Mistry Ajay Patel Sureshbhai Jignesh Ramani Haradik Patel Sanjay Patel

Sitting: Piyush Desai,Shivil Patel , Vimal  Patel,Vasu Patel    , Savan Bhayani, Sunil Desai

Winners DK Diamond
Parth Patel Ronak Patel  Raju Patel Mohamed Patel Mukesh Ahir Tejas Desai Brijesh Patel Rahul Patel Harshil Kansara Kirit Patel Kirti Patel Devyish Ramani 
Depu Patel
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Shiv team
Tejas Roumil Pradeep Heet Patel Umesh Lad Kaushal Naik Mohit Yogen Pragnesh Dharmesh Patel DCL

Mohamed Patel Highest run scorer of Tournamen

DCL
Mohit Patel Player of Tournament

DCL
Shree Patel Bowler of the Tournament
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CRICKET- 40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AND KIT

1999 Diwali Ball Tumbler

40th Anniversary cricket shirt 1983

40th Anniversary-Tog BagCricket-40th Anniversary Invitation
Cricket-40th50th Anniversary 
Invitation

Cricket-40th Anniversary T-Shirt

CRICKET- 45TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AND KIT

45th Anniversary cricket top-1987
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CRICKET- 50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AND KIT

50th Anniversary-Tie

50th Anniversary cricket tie Cricket-50th Anniversary T-Shir

Cricket-50th Anniversary Plaque

60th Anniversary Flag

60th Anniversary.Dance time- Petronella Gopal, Amrith Nathoo Chandri-
kant Parshotum Thiraj Bhowan Ravindra Lala and Krijay Govender

60th Anniversary-Jacket

60th Anniversary.Press article.Late Justice Mohamed Jajbhai and late non 
racial sport Freedom Figher Reginald Feldman

60th Anniversary-Clock

CRICKET- 60TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AND KIT
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CRICKET- 70TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AND KIT

Cricket-2007 Fielding Cap

70th Anniversary-cricket shirts

70th Anniversary-Batting cap

70th Anniversary cricket shirt

CRICKET- 75TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AND KIT

75th Anniversary Cricket shirt

LOGOS
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Cricket-Harish Bhown  and Harish Dayal with Prof Rasik Gopal in the 
background taking the field at Newland field-Season 19778

Cricket-Gunvant Goolab and Arun Mistry-1978 Newlands field -home of non 
racial cricket interprovincial cricket venue.No cricket exists there now

April 2019-Prof Rasik Gopal and Himesh 
Bhatt at the GABA, Melbourne

It’s the morning of day 4 of the Grand Final. 
After a long season, it all comes down to 
this, 5 more wickets to end the opposition’s 
second innings. I run in with the second 
new ball in hand, the batsman inside 
edging onto his stumps, bowled him! The 
very next ball I bowl a classic out swinger, 
the batsman edging it to the slip cordon. 
Next up is the Hat-trick ball, but alas, it’s 
not meant to be. I pick up one more wicket 
in the next over, and my fellow opening 
bowler wraps up the innings. Our batsmen 
chase down the remaining 90 runs without 
any fuss, we have just won the Grand 
Final! As I sat on the pitch celebrating the 
win with the boys, I smiled and reminisced 
of the days we sat under the trees at the 
Progress grounds after a win, having a 
beer and laughing and celebrating with 
team mates. The location changed, but the 
feeling was the same!

I was born in the late 80’s, and grew up 
in an era without cell phones, IPads and 
Netflix. We grew up playing soccer and 
cricket in the streets or in backyards, with a 
few broken windows along the way! It was 
a great childhood.

My love for cricket began at an early age 
when South Africa was re-admitted into the 
international arena. When I was in primary 
school, a friend of mine noticed that I 
was a really quick bowler and introduced 
me to Azad Cricket Club. As juniors, we 
toured Soweto where we played Bakers 
Mini Cricket, met some Proteas players and 
collected autographs. 

Losing my dad when I was only 13 years 
old was challenging for my family and I. 
I found it difficult to express myself and 
became a reserved boy. However, all of that 
changed when I walked onto the cricket 
field. I loved being on the field and having 
the new ball in my hand. I got what they 
call “White line fever.”

I played all the age groups for the club from 
Under 9 through to Under 15 and later in 
the senior teams. I was fortunate enough 
to have great leaders from the club who 
taught me about humility, and losing with 
grace. A special mention has to go to Prof 
Rasik Gopal and Satheesh Nathoo, former 
coaches of mine who taught me so much 
and certainly molded me into the man I 
am today. I captained the Under 15 team 
and learnt about responsibility, taking 
ownership and managing a team. 

At the age of 16, senior cricket came 
calling. Our team of youngsters entered 
into a SA7 league, where Roshan Bhana 
offered his experience to guide us along the 
way. Captaining a team was a challenge as 
results didn’t often go our way. Roshan 
taught us all that it was Ok to lose, as 
long as you gave 110% on the field. We 
always had fun, encouraged each other 
and looked forward to the next game. 
During this time I learnt to control the ball. 
I lost pace but could swing the ball, a skill 
that not many my age had. Roshan Bhana 
and Chetan Patel recognised this skill, and 
drafted me into the Senior Sunday team. 
At the age of 17, I played on Saturdays 
for the SA7 team, and on Sundays for the 
SU2 team. It was an amazing experience to 
learn from the seniors about the game and 
about life in general.

The SU2 team was a close-knit group of 
players. We took off the covers at sunrise, 
rolled and marked the pitch, laid out the 
boundary markers and provided lunch for 
the opposition. We just wanted to play, and 
win! Senior guys like Jayesh Bhana, Roshan 
Bhana, Chetan Patel and Jeshal Patel were 
true role-models, always leading from the 
front and never shirking responsibility.

I played in this senior team for a few years. 
We had one of the best bowling line-ups in 
the league which saw us being promoted 
to SU1 in 2005. It was a great time for the 
club which I remember fondly.                                     

At 22 I focused my attention to my studies 
and corporate life. I completed my CA 
exams, got married and relocated to 
Australia. Coming to Australia was an eye-
opener for this Lenz-boy. The Australian 
community took pride in keeping the 
streets, parks and city spotless. Stark 
contrast to what the townships and cities 
of South Africa looks like. 

After 6 long years, I returned to play for 
a team mainly of Indian origin players. We 
played a few friendlies, and entered into 
a 50 over competition in a social league. 
During this season I regained my form 
and love for the game. I then joined a 
bigger club to play more serious cricket. I 
started off in 6th grade playing alongside 
many talented youngsters. All the teams 
in the Club would train together under 
floodlights. This was 5 star facilities. The 
nets had Astro-turf all along up until the 
end of the bowlers run up, a far cry from 
the dustbowl of the progress nets (I was 
known as the dust-maker when I landed in 
my bowling stride at the progress nets)! All 

of the games were always well supported 
by parents, families, friends and other club 
members.

In my second season with the present club, 
I played for the 5th grade team. We played 
in a league competition over 2 consecutive 
Saturdays. We had a very experienced team, 
winning the league phase and thereby 
qualifying for the Grand Final which was 
a 4 day game played over 2 weekends. It’s 
the closest that I will ever get to playing in 
a test match. 

Azad Swaraj can be proud to withstand so 
many difficulties and still be strong at 75 
years. I owe so much to the club, and I am 
extremely proud to have played under the 
Azad logo for almost 15 years. The club 
and the Progress Grounds has the potential 
to be just like the club and grounds that 
I play on here in Australia. This can only 
happen with the continued support and 
passion of its members, the youth and their 
parents. Believe in the club, support each 
other and put in the hard work to keep the 
club going for another 75 years – because 
Cricket is a beautiful game, and the youth 
need to experience it!

Himesh Bhatt

FROM LENASIA TO 
AUSTRALIA
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SOCCER

This event enabled 
member who have not 
net or seen each other 
for years to renew links 
and at the same time 
provided a platform 

to re-energise the cluv 
and increase its playing 

membership

“

“
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SOCCER
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Soccer-50th Anniversary Key Holders

50th Anniversary Soccer cap-1995

SOCCER- 50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AND KIT

Soccer-1996 LSA U9 KO Finalists Soccer-U17 LSA 1996 KO Finalists

Soccer-60th anniversary commemorative item

Soccer.Cost of soccer boots 1970

Soccer.cost of soccer 
ball in 1970

Soccer 60th anniver-
sary-7 A SIDE SOC-
CER and SOFTBALL 

festival
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???

Soccer-Invite to Presentation of Trophy Function 1992

Soccer-1995 Junior Soccer Tournament

Soccer-Invite to Presentation of Trophy Function 1993

Soccer-50th AnniversaryMascot

Soccer-Invite to Presentation of Trophy Function 1991

SOCCER
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SOCCER

Our junior soccer team in green in action at the Lenasia Stadium in 1987.

Yogesh Naran presenting soccer award trophy to Shailesh Ravjee.

Standing ….Shyam Daya ,unknown, Oupa Motaung ,Sepiwe, unknown , Derrick 

Sitting…Tembiso, Peter Modibedi, Sam,Jade Mnual 
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Standing - Sunil, Shyam Daya, Unknown, Tebogo Mohloki ,Deenana Parbhoo, Jayant Daya,  Prof Thakor Parbhoo 

Sitting-Yogesh Naran, unknown,Shaneel Nathoo, Wesley Makoonga, Temba Twala

Soccer.Season 2001
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The Johannesburg City Council were advertising free bus “ 
Shells “ to deserving organizations for whatever purpose it 
deemed fit. 

The criteria was that a suitable proposal had to be submitted 
to the City Council before a bus “ Shell “ would be allocated. 

Azad Cricket Club’s proposal was drafted. We envisaged that 
the bus “ Shell “ will be converted into a suitable dressing 
room and club house and will be permanently situated at the 
Progress Grounds. 

We were the first at the City Council’s depot in Johannesburg 
and were allowed to choose the best “ Shell “.

The bus “ Shell “ was towed to the Lenasia Cricket Stadium 
and parked off. 

Unfortunately, the Azad Cricket Club members did not 
utilize the “ Shell “ and it was vandalized. It  deteriorated to 
such an extent that it was later scrapped.

Chandrakant Bhika

BUSHELL-1988

I joined the Azad Swaraj Cricket club at the 
tender age of six and began playing cricket 
and soccer through the club’s development 
program. I immediately fell in love with 
sport and wanted to play at every possible 
opportunity. I took a liking more towards 
cricket and my skills as a player improved 
over time. I gradually evolved into a specialist 
off spin bowler and left-hand batsman.

At the age of nine and in Standard two 
(Grade Four) I was selected to play for Park 
Primary School. I later captained the team 
in the last two years of primary school. 

At the same time, I was selected to 
represent Lenasia and played on until 
matric. In the season of 1993-1994 I played 
in the Geoff Treadwell week and was 
selected for the Development Eleven. This 
was a team selected with the best players 
from the southern districts of Johannesburg 
to play in the Ken Viljoen Week. It was at 
this tournament that I reached the highlight 
of my cricketing career; I was selected 
to represent Transvaal (Gauteng) B in a 
provincial tournament held in Port Elizabeth.

Cricket took a back seat as I was completing 
my degree. I played socially with the hope 
that I would return to playing competitive 
cricket after my studies were completed. This 
had materialized and I was in the process of 
cementing my place in the Lenasia Premier 
league squad. It all seemed to be coming 
together and then in an instant my life 
changed forever.

On 24 September 2004 I was involved in 
a serious motor vehicle accident, I broke 
my neck and sustained a spinal-cord injury 
resulting in my body being confined to a 
wheelchair. I spent 10 days stabilizing in 
ICU and was subsequently transferred to a 
rehabilitation centre where I spent a further 
four months recovering and learning how to 
live with a paralysed body.

The injury had effectively left me with 15% 
bodily function. This meant that I would 
not have any feeling or movement from 
the collarbone to the feet. I would have no 
stomach or back muscles to support the 
body and would need to relearn how to 
balance. I would have no control over bodily 
functions and the ability to use my fingers 
would be something of the past. Clearly, 
life as I knew it would never be the same 
and recovery was going to be a very long 
journey.

This new path had me in fear and anxiety, I 

was angry at life. I was in pain, suffering and 
frustrated. I wanted to give up, I wanted 
to die, this is not the life I had planned. 
Recovery was painful and slow. The inability 
to feel and control the body seemed 
physically impossible to recover from. The 
pain in this body was excruciating and has 
never quite left even till today. 

I had to unlearn life as I knew it and relearn 
almost everything. The journey began 
with the simplest and most basic tasks 
like brushing my teeth. As I progressed, I 
began attempting more ‘complex’ tasks like 
taking a shower and getting dressed again. 
I had to find new ways to do general tasks 
like getting in and out of the car. I had to 
give extra attention when planning simple 
trips, like going to the movies so that the 
necessary accommodations could be made.

It’s not all doom and gloom though; I 
was fortunate enough to realize early in 
the process that if anything was going to 
change then I was going to have to change 
first. This shift in mental attitude created all 
the difference. Mentally I became a Rolling 
Stone and that certainly assisted in the 
healing process. Every day presented an 
opportunity for me to make a little bit more 
progress to becoming more independent. 
I refused to give up or give in to any 
limitations placed upon me by anything or 
anyone. Paralysis had brought about a new 
dimension of thinking and Being. I was no 
longer a victim of my thoughts and I was 
free from negative emotions. I focused 
more on Being and the journey has brought 
me much growth and enlightenment. 

My perception of life had changed 
completely, and I saw the world from 
a different lens. The abstractions of life 
were more interesting because I was more 
involved with life; the timelessness of a 
sunset, the beauty of a flower or the grace 
of a bird in flight all felt at one with me. 
It has been a remarkable transformation for 
me, a paradox; my experience of life in a 
paralysed body is more connected to reality 
than it ever was when abled. Paralysis has 
brought possibility to this life for me, it has 
committed suicide for the ego. I am in a 
wheelchair, yet I am free.

All that I have achieved to date is only 
because of the relentless, tireless and 
unwavering love and support I receive from 
my family and fiancée. Most people don’t 
realise that their lives had become paralysed 
too. Their lives stopped and they sacrificed 
so much so that mine could continue. This 

continues every day and I don’t ever take 
it for granted. I’m eternally grateful and 
blessed to have them walk with strength by 
my side.

So, what’s the message?  I guess what I am 
really trying to say is, there is no limitation 
to the human spirit.  Shift out of your head 
to your heart. Be grateful for everything, 
be aware of what it means to be alive, be 
teachable to new learnings, have an open 
mind and learn to empathise with others. 
Feel the freedom to make mistakes and 
to try again. Live a conscious life, a life of 
love and compassion. Be kind to yourself 
and don’t take life so seriously. Smile and 
CHOOSE to be happy. Live your best life 
now for its all that you have. Let go, forgive 
and see how Grace will reign on you.

Thank you to Azad Swaraj Club on 
providing me with many rich memories and 
Congratulations on reaching 75 years! 

Character cannot be developed in ease and 
quiet. Only through experience of trial and 
suffering can the soul be strengthened, 
ambition inspired, and success achieved. 
Helen Keller

Atish Lalla -  
MY JOURNEY
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They arrived from India and when they made their way to 
Azad SSC they not only made it their home of cricket  but also 
enthusiastically assisted the Club in all matters-from transport 
to Progress ground upkeep.

They have been playing for the Club since 2001.

A.Divyesh Pate - opening batsman/
wicket keeper-Nickname Devo

Made his debut for Azad SSC in 2005 
after landing in SA in 2000

Married to Bhamini  in 2006 with 
children Krina and Darsh  Divyesh 
scored a 100 not out against Marks 
Park  on 7 NOV 2011

B.Piyush Desai - Batsman and 
useful bowler 
 
Season 2015/16 scored 83  runs not 
out against Azaadville.

C.Mukesh Ahir - All rounder-Nickname Mooks

His most memorable 5 wicket haul was against Marlboro on 
the 31 Oct 2009.

Season 2009/10.Award handed over by Thiraj Bhown

STILL MARCHING ON
D.Raju Patel - Opening left hand pace bowler-Nickname-
Lefthand Raju

Best performance to date was a 7 wicket haul against 
Randburg in 2018.

Season 2009/10.Award handed over by Thiraj Bhown

E.Ramesh Patel - Spin bowler and big hitter - Nickname-
Rambo

Came to SA in 1996 and began playing for Azad in 1997.
Married Urmila in 2001 and has a daughter Riya.

Best bowling performance was 5 wicket haul in 2019

Season 2009/10.Award handed over by P J Bhana

F.Umesh Lad - Opening bowler and useful lower order batsman
Landed in JHB in 1999 and married Deepika Ramjee in 2012.
Took 6 wickets against Hilson Park in 8 Nov 2008

Season 2009/10.Award handed over by Mahesh Ooka

Most of them were part  of the team that bowled out Old Maristonian 
for 16 in 15 overs on 2 February 2008 !

Ramesh Patel Dhansukh Laloo Divyesh Patel Tarun Bhakta Raju Patel 
Ajit Gandabhai Umesh Lad Mukesh Ahir
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SA4.LEAGUE.WINNERS.2013.14  
Raju Patel Divyesh Patel Ramesh Patel Dr Minesh Morar Satyan Dullabh Sunil Desai Asit Desai sitting Shailen Dullabh Umesh Lad Vipul Ahir Piyush Desai

SA6.LEAGUE.CHAMPS.2013.4. 
Anesh Ranchod,Amish Sukdoe,Vinesh Doelab,Jatin Kassen,Ben Abrahams,Rudy Daine,Santosh Lalloo,Shamik Purbhoo,Jaimeen Lalloo,Bijan Naik,Shane 
Thompson,Yagnesh

Saturday 4-Season 2015/6

Standing back row-left to right

Vipul Ahir, Rajiv Patel, Rahul Patel, Kaushal Desai

Middle row-left to right

Ramesh Patel, Dharmesh Patel ,Rajesh Ahir , Ajay Patel

Front row-Left to right

Umesh Lad,  Pramod Patel , Kirit Patel , Jitu Patel , Savan Prajapati
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Azad Swaraj Sporting
Season 2011/2 Saturday 6
Name Surname

1 Satyen Dullabh
2 Devchand Amil 
3 Vallabh Bhadresh 
4 Shailen Dullabh
5 Santosh Lalloo
6 Vinesh Doeleb
7 Kiran Lalloo
8 Anesh Ranchod
9 Shane Thomsom

10 Rudy Diane
11 Ben Abrahams
12 Jateen Vallabh

Azad Swaraj Sporting
Season 2011/12 Saturday 7
Name Surname

1 Edwin Joseph
2 Abhishek Rama
3 Jared Chait
4 Rushiel Patel
5 Hemal Kana
6 Rajiev Sunderjee
7 Chirag Govan
8 Sameer Ranchod
9 Viral Patel

10 Shohal Nataha
11 Deraney Rajagopal
12 Kiran Jivan
13 Vivek Padia
14 Rajiv Desai
15 Avinash Rama

1993 50th Anniversary celebration cricket match-write up on page 83 of 50th Anniversary brochure-see link on page 70 to view 50th Anniversary brochure
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1993 50th Anniversary celebration cricket match-write up on page 83 of 50th Anniversary brochure-see link on page 70 to view 50th Anniversary brochure
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The first female cricketer to play league cricket was Meenal Morar 

She played in the Club’s Sunday Seven  team during seasons 2012/3 and 2013/4.

Olerato Moepi played 2 matches for our Sunday 6 team during season 2016/7 but because of his outstanding rugby ability we 
lost him to touch rugby which was also being played on Sundays. At that time he was a student at Roosevelt High School. In  
July 2018 he was picked for SA and played in his first World Cup tournament in Malaysia.

In 2005 the Club donated 15 junior soccer kits to the BOIKANYO Primary School and the Refilwe Community Project.

In 2010 Cricket SA instituted a Fact Finding Mission (FFC )into the affairs of Gauteng Cricket Board (GCB) and related matters.

In May 2010 we  made oral and written representation to the Commission.

They presented their Report ( Langa Report ) to CSA in JULY 2010.

The most important recommendation was the Black African Clubs,

Indian and Coloured Clubs and Previously Advantaged Clubs each nominate 3 members each to the GCB Board. 

We expressed our disappointment the FFM as no answers were forthcoming iro matters we raised.

As the Transitional Period implemented in accordance with the Langa Report has come to an end there are a number of views 
on the way forward and very complicated but in a nutshell

-Disband the current Board and have fresh elections

-It must be established whether the objectives of the Langa Report has been achieved

FEATURES

Cricket-1968 team
 Unknown Dajeer Uka  Ahmed Raja  Ramesh Parsoot Lala  Vinayack  Jasmat Bhana   Walter Muller  Tazi Unknown 

Sitting left to right Pramod Jasmat Bhana  Dhansoor Chiba (Danny)  Not known  Dhiroo Chiba Baboo Suka Farouk Adam
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Cricket
Standing from left to right

Nisharn Dullabh Bhavesh Bhika Sunil Govind Roshan Naran Ketan Dhanjee Avinash Lakhoo Rushil Naran

Sitting from left to right

Jayesh Bhana Dipan Govan Roshan Bhana Himesh Bhatt

Team – Saturday 6, Season 2009/2010
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Cricket
Standing left to right

Ketan Dhanjee, Nisharn Dullabh, Bhavesh Bhika, Nilesh (Niles), Rushil Naran, Rushil, Sameer Ranchod, Sunil Govind, Devyish 
Patel, Unknown, AB Gandabhai, Ramesh Patel  Unknown, Tarun Bhakta , Raju Patel

Seated Left to right

Avinash Lakhoo, Himesh Bhatt, Dipan Govan, Roshan Naran, Roshan Bhana, Lalu Patel, Jayesh Bhana, Mukesh Ahir , Viral 
Patel , Unknown, Umesh Lad

Season 2014/5
Standing-Ajit Gandabhai, Imran Bedawalla, Mikil Motiram , Faraz Aslam, Roshan Patel Akram Sheik

Sitting- Unknown ,Saad Patel, Fayzan Patel, Depish Miasuria, Chirag Miasuria
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Season 2006/7 team
Kalpesh Patel, Raju Patel,Ajit Gandabhai, Mukesh Ahir ,Sunil Desai .

Sitting - Laloo Patel , Umesh Lad , Dharmesh Patel , Ramesh Patel , Divyesh Patel , Piyush Desai

SUNDAY 6-SEASON 2016/7

AZAD SWARAJ SPORTING CLUB

Standing L to R 

Ashfan Shaik,Ajit Gandabhai,Sahil Mirza,Fayzan Patel,Tabrezz Shaik,Ayaaz Shaik,Jaimeen Lalloo

Sitting L to R

Tayyob Patel,Hassan Kagzi,Piyush Lalwani,Master Aqqib.
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Jim Fouche Primary School-using masking tape to 
mark the crease

L-R Fayzan Patel,Ajit Gandabhai,Suban & Sakib Shaik  & 
Sahil Mirza

Jim Fouche Primary School -sweeping the pitch

L-R Jeeshan Patel,Fayzan Patel,Chirag Maisuria and Huzaifa 
Mirza

Orange Farm Cricket Ground 
3 April 2016

Standing left to right

Akram Shaik,Vohra Ganibhai,Master 
Aqqib,Ashfan Shaik,Fayzan Patel

Sitting-left to right

Sahil Mirza,Chirag Maisuria,Sakib 
Shaik,Huzaifa Mirza,Suban Shaik and 
Ajit Gandabhai

Our heartfelt and sincere thanks to  
Mr Hitesh Naran for his generous 

donation to AZAD SWARAJ SPORTING 
CLUB to develop its cricket facility at 

PROGRESS CRICKET GROUND.

Once again a BIG 
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NON RACIAL SPORTS 
HISTORY PROJECT
For some years now, past members of non-racial sports in the former Southern Transvaal, have attempted to initiate a history 
project on non-racial sports. 

Acutely aware of the dire absence of such histories and concerned about the lost legacies of community-based sports and 
commitment to non-racialism, it was felt that such a project was both necessary and urgent. 

The non-racial sports movement was of course never simply about sports. It embodied ideals and ideologies at the centre of 
which was a commitment to non-racialism. Communities participated in sporting events and simultaneously supported the 
campaigns and struggles of the non-racial movement, albeit unevenly. Today, we would suggest, commitment to non-racialism 
and community involvement (defined by a spirit of voluntarism) seem to have become relics of the past. Our project seeks, 
modestly, to contribute to their recovery.

To this end, our Club has deposited our material -in the form of articles,photographs, commemorative items -at the Wits Uni-
versity Historical Papers  which hosts the Archives at the Willem Currey Library.

The Archive was officially launched on the 30 June 2018 which was attended by our Club members.

The website is per below-
http://www.historicalpapers.wits.ac.za/?inventory/U/collections&c=AG3403/R/9162.

The collection no is AG3403.
Our collection is E1.4

Brochures per below

under heading TRANSVAAL CRICKET BOARD

E1.4.13.1 Azad Cricket Club Souvenir brochure, 1968/1969        
E1.4.13.2 Azad Cricket Club Souvenir brochure, 1982/1983        
E1.4.13.3 Azad Cricket Club Souvenir brochure, 1993/1994        
E1.4.13.4 Azad Cricket Club Souvenir brochure, 2003 

Our collection is C8a under heading TRANSVAAL SOCCER BOARD

Brochure as follows C8a.3.1.1

   

A big thanks to Harish Bhowan Dr 
Pradeep Gopal  and Mahesh Uka 
for organizing Darts events for at 
least the past 15 years or more.
Players opened up their homes for these Darts events and at 
times were used to celebrate birthdays or entertain visiting 
players from out of town.

The last event was held on the 20 JULY 2019 at Harish 
Bhowan’s residence to welcome Pravin Gopal -wicket keeper 
/batsman -who settled in New Zealand many years ago. At 
the same birthdays were also celebrated.

Many more darts will be thrown before the curtains fall..
which we do not see falling !

DARTS CLUB

Saravan Moodley Pravin Gopal and Harish Patel

Players in action !!!!!!

Suresh Rowjee Vinod Kanjee Chandrakant Bhika Sara-
van Moodley Dhiroo Chibba Pravin Gopal Kiran Parbhoo 
Bhupendra Keshav Harish Oka Harish Patel Arvind Rowjee 
Raj Naranjee Dr Pradeep Gopal Javarlal Rawjee and Thiraj 
Bhowan

Nitin Ambaram Suresh Rowjee Harish Oka Kiran Parbhoo  
Ramesh Sukha Dr Natvar Bhowan Chandrakant Bhika Dr 
Mohan Ranchod Arvind Rowjee Vinod Kanjee Mahesh Uka 

Behind-Harish Patel Saravan Moodley Dhiroo Chhiba

Raj Naranjee Thiraj Bhowan Pravin Gopal Harish Bhowan 

Dr Pradeep Gopal
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Standing - Baboo Jairam ,Yogesh Naran, Rushil Naran ,Menil Jairam, Deelan Parbhoo ,Rohan Dullabh ,Kara, Atish Goolabh, 
Shyam Daya, Prof Thakor Parbhoo 

Sitting-Nishaan Dullabh, Bhavesh Bhika,Rishaan Govind, unknown Praneel Chiba, Chiba 
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Soccer - Paresh Govind-MC at function

Soccer - Paresh.Govind.MC at presentation of trophy 
functions

Soccer - MC at function-Paresh Govind
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Hardick Patel Mayur Javer Ajay Patel and Shree patel at GCB trophy function with 2 trophies

Cricket -25th anniversary income and expenditure
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Cricket -50th anniversary functiom l-r late Dr Vernon Meyer,Mahesh Sooka and Ravindra Lall

Cricket -60th anniversary function-Late Mohamed Jajbhai presenting trophy to Chetan Pate ln the background is 
Suresh Rawjee and Roshan Naran
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Cricket -Devyish Patel Ajit Gandabhai and Mukesh Ahir with the 2006.7 season winners trophy at GCB trophy 
function

Cricket - Suresh Rawjee presenting trophy to Chetan Patel



84 8575 not out 75 not out 75 not out75 not out 75 not out 75 not out

Presentation.of.trophy.function.P J Bhana Thiraj Bhowan Dr Pravin Gopal Harish Bhowan Dr Natwar Bhowan 
sittin Ajit Gandabhai Satish Nathoo Mahesh Uka

Soccer-Jayant Daya receiving trophy from Mahesh Ookabhai
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BALL BALL
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Hemal Kana

PRESENTATION OF TROPHIES FUNCTIONS
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Prentation.of.trohy.function.Jeetesh Rawjee and 
Ajit Gandabhai

Prentation.of.trohy.function.Sameer Ranchod  and Rushiel Patel Prentation.of.trophy.function.Rushiel Naran awarded by Dr.Natwar Bhown
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RAJENDRA SOUNDS, DRIVE IN

Fundraising-5 August 1995

Fundraiser-3 OCT 1992 Sponsored by City Fashions

FUND RAISERS



94 9575 not out 75 not out 75 not out75 not out 75 not out 75 not out

Ajit Gandabhai returned home in 1972 with 
a degree in accountancy, highly politized 

and with passion for sports. From 1975 he is 
actively involved in our clubs administration 
and playing on the field.

Throughout he has been fully supported by his family. Initially 
it was his parents and siblings, later by Varsha and Kavita. 
Getting married and becoming a father rounded off his life.

His commitment and contribution is unparalleled in our club 
and non-racial sports. His continued participation has made 
this 75th anniversary possible.

Ajit was an accountant by profession. Presently he is a 
volunteer teacher with the Help2Read non-government 
organisation. In  the past he served on the executive 
committee of anti-apartheid South African council on Sports 
(SACOS) and Transvaal Council of Sports (TRACOS) (For anti 
apartheid - non racial).

He was instrumental in the formation of Transvaal Cricket 
Board, Cricket Association of Transvaal and the Transvaal 
Junior Cricket Board. His major contribution was in 
Transvaal Cricket Board as its dynamic secretary for the 
first 8 continuous years. From time to time, he also served 
in other capacities in these organizations. He was honorary 
auditor of non-racial Southern Transvaal Amateur Swimming 
Association (STASA) and a member of the Amrit Bhowan 
Memorial Tournament executive.

Over the years, Ajit coached and mentored many young 
players in non racial sports. He also helped and advised 
many in their personal lives. He was active in community 
matters. Currently he is an official and player of our club 
organizing the 75th anniversary and celebrations.  He is also 
an administrative secretary of the Non-Racial Sports History 
Project.

The club is extremely appreciative of Ajit’s life long 
contribution. We thank him and his family for such sterling 
work.

We wish him long life, good health and continued passion 
for life.

Prof Rasik Gopal

PROFILE
AJIT GANDABHAI - SUPER CONTRIBUTION      

Over the years, 
Ajit coached and 
mentored many 
young players in 
non racial sports. 

He also helped and 
advised many in their 

personal lives.

‘

‘

FUND RAISERS

Fundraiser.8Feb20008.TradeRouteMall.SterKinekor
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Congratulations to Azad Swaraj Sporting Club on it’s 75th 
anniversary celebrations. This is a magnificent achievement. 
We are proud to be members of this super Club who 
throughout its history stood up for fairness, equality and 
justice.

 

 Sponsored by Rasik Gopal, Pravin Gopal,  
Pradeep Gopal and our extended family.

THANKS and  
APPRECIATION
The AZAD SWARAJ SPORTING CLUB  would like to take this occasion-the celebration of  our 75th Anniversary - to 
thank each and everyone who has contributed to the success of the Club over its 75 years of existence. Includes 
players,supporters,friends, families sponsors and donors.

This in the spirit of what the late Prime Minister of Mozambique Mr Samora Machel said 

THE SUCCESS OF THE REVOLUTION  
DEPENDS ON THE TINY DAILY ACTS  

OF EACH OF US.

i.e. the success of the CLUB depends on the TINY acts of each and every one of us.  

Lest we do not forget those that have passed on who contributed tremendously towards the success of the Club.

Special thanks to the news media especially Iqbal Gafoor- Lenasia Times, Boeti Eshak- Sunday Times ,John Perlman- 
Weekly Mail ,Zaf Mayet-The Voice, Gabu Tugwana -New Nation, late Ameen Akhalwaya The Indicator and Rand Daily 
Mail and many more.

‘ ‘
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The Club apologises if we inadvertently omitted or under-
stated any individuals’s contribution to the Club for the past 
75 years. 

Putting this brochure together has been a difficult task and 
errors may have crept in unintentionaly.  For that also we 
apologise. Especially if we got the names wrong or wrong 
spelling or wrong dates or wrong seasons.

However we derived extreme pleasure documenting the rich 
history of the Club.

It is our intention to produce a newletter every season to 
record activities of the Club season by season. So anything 
newsworthy not included in this brochure or the previous 
five ones can be featured.

OPINIONS 
                 and APOLOGIES
The opinions expressed in this brochure are not necessarily those of AZAD SWARAJ 

SPORTING CLUB or of the general membership of the Club.

However we derived 

extreme pleasure 

documenting the rich 

history of the Club.

‘ ‘
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