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ECC P O L I C Y  O N  C O N S C R I P T I O N  IN A POST A P A R T H E I D  S O U T H  AF R I C A  

D R A F T  D O C U M E N T  AS P R E P A R E D  BY CAPE T O W N  END C O N S C R I P T I O N  C A M P A I G N

We t r a n s m i t  a copy of the P o l i c y  D o c u m e n t  as d r a f t e d  by K a t h e r i n e  
M a t h e r s ,  F r a n c o i s  Krige and m y s e l f  in r e s p o n s e  to the e a r l i e r  draft 
and s u b s e q u e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  at the N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  and w i t h i n  the 
Cape T o w n  Branch. ;

We a p o l o g i s e  for the slf'ght delay as o c c a s s i o n e d  by extr e m e  p r essure  
of w o r k  on ail con c e r n e d .

P l e a s e  do not h e s i t a t e  to c o n t a c t  K a t h e r i n e  to d i s c u s s  any a s p e c t s  of 
the d o c u m e n t .

Yours in the St r u g g l e

Z E L D A  G O R D O N  S. A S S O C I A T E S  
per i
S t e v e n  ZINTI

enc / as d e t a i l e d  t o t a l l i n g  3 p a ges h e r e w i t h

Zelda Gordon



JUN-19-’91 UIED 10:10 ID:Z GORDON AND ASSOC TEL NO: 8332 P02

ECC P O L I C Y  ON C O N S C R I P T I O N  IN A POST A P A R T H E I D  SOUTH AFRICA. 

P R E A M B L E

The End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  r e j e c t s  racial c o n s c r i p t i o n  as it

i n e v i t a b l y  r e s ults in racial p o l a r i s a t i o n ,  mi 1 i t i r i s a t i o n  and

s ocial damage. The ECC b e l i e v e s  that in a post a p a r t h e i d  South

A f r i c a  the c o e r c i o n  and f o r c e  that has c h a r a c t e r i s e d  our nation

m u s t  be abo l i s h e d .  This m e a n s  that c o n s c r i p t i o n ,  both m i l i t a r y

i\
and non militaty, should not exist.

The ECC b e l i e v e s  that m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  in a post apart h e i d

SA should not b*e j'dtl of the d e f e n c e  f o rce m a n p o w e r  p r o c u r m e n t
v

p o l icy, this is based on the belief that:
/

a. M i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  is a v i o l a t i o n  of the i n d i v i d u a l ' s  right 

to c h o o s e  how he or she d e f i n e s  "servic*e"to ones country.

b. M i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  is a s e r i o u s  m i s u s e  of person power, 

time and p r o d u c t i v i t y  and ^ s  i n e f f i c i e n t  as a b a s i s  for ens u r i n g
* v

a d e q u a t e  t r o o p  levels or at d i r e c t i n g  s k i l l s  w h e r e  they are 

n e e d e d  m o s t .

c. While t h ere may be a ne e d  for n a t i o n  b u i l d i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a m o n g  the youth, the ECC b e l i e v e s  very firmly that mi l i t a r y  

c o n s c r i p t i o n  is the i n a p p r o p r i a t e  v e h i c l e  for such a program. 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  can be m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  for t h o s e  who wi s h  to

v o l u n t e e r  for m i l i t a r y  or non m i l i t a r y  service.

d» S o uth Af r i c a  has no need for a large d e f e n c e  force r e g u i r i n g  

u n i v e r s a l  c o n s c r i p t i o n .  The vast n u m b e r s  of c o n s c r i p t s  would 

p l a c e  an i n o r d i n a t e  bur d e n  on State r e s o u r c e s  without 

c o n t r i b u t i n g  to the i m p r o v e m e n t  of d i s a d v a n t a g e d  c o m m u n i t i e s .



In the event of a dtfisocraticsl.y e l e c t e d  g o v e r m e n t  d e c i d i n g  that 

m i l i t a r y  c o n a c i i p t i o n  should be I n t r o d u c e d ,  the ECC b e l i e v e s  that 

the right of n o n - p u n i t i v e  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  must be 

recogn i s e d ,  and that c o n s c r i p t s  m u s t  be niven the op t i o n  of n o n 

m i l i t a r y  and n o n -g o v e r n m e n t a 1 s e r v i c e  with equal time and pay. 

The right of con r:e i ent i d u b  o b j e c t i o n  must be e n t r e n c h e d  in a 

f u t u r e  bill of rights-
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