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A G E N D A

FRIDaY : 5th rBBROARY. 1954, 7. P.M.

OPENING: MAHATMA GANDHI HALL, 52 Lome St, Durban. 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Debi Singh.

1* Welcome to delegates

2. Official Opening

3. presidential Address -
(Delivered by Mr.
I .  C. Meer)

4. Messages to Conference

5. Greetings from Fraternal 
Delegates.

6. Vote #f Thanks

Mr. S. M. Mayet
(Chairman Recentioa 
Committee}

Mr. Walter Sisulu 
(Se oretary-General 
African  National 

Congress)

Dr. G. M. Naicker.

Mr. H. E. Mall.

CONFERENCE ’TILL ADJOURN 
AND RESUME AT 2 .P.M. ON

SATURDAY: 6th FEBRUARY. 1954

VENUE: HINDU TAMIL INSTITUTE HA L I , 
(Corner Carlisle fc Cross Sts) Durban.

1. provisional Kenort of Credentials 
Committee.

2. Adoption of Agenda and Standing 
Orders.

3. Election of Resolutions Committee.

4. General Secretary’ s Annual Report.

5. Report of Credentials Committee.

6. Discussion on General Secretary’ s 
Report and relevent Resolutions.
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SUNDAY:

2 .P .M :

CONFERENCE WILL ADJOURN 
AND RESUME AT 9 .30 . AM 

ON

7TH FEBRUARY. 1954 9.3q_,_

L, Report on Congress properties.

2 Discussion on Congress properties 
and relevant resolution/s.

s. Nominations: Off U U ^ - 1 -

CONFERENCE WILL aDJOURN 
FOR LUNCH AND RESUME 

AT

joint Hon. Treasurers' Statement 
and relevant resolutions.

2 Discussion on Treasurers’ Statement 
and relevant resolutions.

3 Election: O fficials  an(J executive
Members.

4. Venue and date of next Conference.

5. General.
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STANDING RULES ORDERS

4.

ORDER OF BUSINESS:

1. (a) These standing rules and orders shall be adopted by
Conference by a formal motion.

(b) The Agenda submitted by the Executive Committee shall 
be accepted by a formal motion.

(c) It shall be competent for any delegate to move at any 
stage in the agenda that any item on the agenda have 
preference.

CHAIRMAN :

2. (a) The President shall preside over all sittings of
Conference, but he may appoint any of the Vice- 
Presidents to preside over any sitting. In the 
event of the president being absent from Conference, 
Conference shall elect a Chairman.

(b) If the Chairman wishes to take part in the debate,he 
shall vacate the Chair for that purpose and appoint 
any of the Vice-Presidents to take his place.

SPEECHES - LENGTH OF:

3. ;The mover of an original motion and members of the Executive,
(on subjects coming within their departments) shall be 
allowed fifteen minutes in which to address Conference. The 
mover shall be allowed to reply, all other speeches shall 
be limited to ten minutes, provided that it shall be competent 
for any member other than the speaker to move for an extension 
of time.

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS;

4. (a) The Ciuiirann mast always be heard In silence and when
he riaes, a delegate spanking or offering to sneak must 
resume his s«at.

(b) « delegate must not interrupt another delegate who is 
speaking.

(c) No member snail speak twice on any motion or any 
amendment except

(i) to make a personal explanation,
( ii) to reply,
(ill) on a point of order.

NOTICES OF MOTION:

5. (a) The following motions may be moved without notice

(i) Unopposed motions.
(ii) Motions to postpone or discharge any question on 

the agenda for the day.
(iii )  amendments to a motion under discussion.

(iv) a motion for the adjournment of the debate.
(v) Motions of a special or urgent nature which Conference 

by a majority vote shall allow without notioe.



{bj No other motion shall be moved, debated or voted upon 
unless notloe thereof has been given.

(c) a notice of motion shall be In writing and signed by
the competent official of the Branch or delegate moving it,

(d) The notice of motion to rescind or re-commit a resolution 
passed during Conference shall not be accepted unless 
signed by ten delegates in addition to the proposer and 
seconder.

(e) No notice of motion shall be received by Conference after 
a day and time fixed by Congress Executive, except with 
special leave of Conference.

5.

MOTIONS

6. (a) Every matter requiring the decision of Conference or of 
Conference in Committee shall be decided by means of the 
question put from the Chair, or on a motion oroposed and 
seconded by the delegates.

(b) A motion shall not be withdrawn except with the consent 
of both the mover and the seconder.

(c) The seconder to a motion may reserve his remarks till 
later in the debate.

(d) The Chairman shall have power to divide a motion into 
several portions and take a vote on each separately.

MOTIONS NOT COMPETENT TO AMEND:

7. * It shall not be competent to propose any amendment to a
motion for:-

(a) Discharge of any question from the agenda.
(b) Reporting progress.
(c) The closure.

MOTIONS ypT COMPETENT TO DEEiTE:

8. The following motions shall be put without debate

(a) Discharge of any question from the agenda.
(b) The closure.

AMENDMENTS:

9. (a) after a motion has been proposed and seconded, amendments
may be moved and seconded, and amendments must be:-

(i) To delete certain words;.
(ii) To insert or add certain words;

(ill) To delete certain words and to insert certain 
other words in their place.

{b) No other motion shall be moved, debated or voted upon 
unless notice thereof has been given.

(c) a notice of motion shall be In writing and signed by 
the competent official of the Branch or delegate moving 
it.
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(d) After amendments have been voted nnnn thB __ l .
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amendments to am endm ents•

10. It ehall not be competent to move an amendment to an amendmmt. 

RIQHT TO REPLY;

11. A right ot aha11 be allowed to a mover of a suhatanti** 
motion but not to that of an amendment. substantive

DIVISIONS;

12. (a) When a debate is completed the Chairman shall read fch«
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(d) * member who Is ln Conference when n question Is ™,t 
cannot leave during a division. ^uesiion is put,

.QUESTIONS AND uNSWTTB.q •

13. (a) it delegate need not necessarily answer a auestinn 
addressed to him by another d e lete™

COMMITTEE - rtjt.es F m . 

jft

14' (a} mn?fon0?°? resoive Itself into Committee on a 
°^a^Uxyi ProP°8ed, aeooaded and voted on after 

discussion if Conference so wishes.

<b) oommltted'to a  by°c“ 'fe«nce8!“ U  ° ° ly conalder “ « « «
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(o) If  the questions committed by Conference are completed, the 
President shall take a vote on the question "that progress 
be reported" with any rider wnioh the Committee may add. if 
this is agreed to, Conference-in-Committee shall resolve 
itself again into Conference, and the president will report 
to Conference what has been done, ana the report shall be 
minuted.

(d) Unless Conference otherwise directs, discussions in Committee 
shall not be minuted or reported in the press. The Secretary 
shall take note of every resolution taken and every amendment 
agreed to in Committee and these shall be embodied in the 
Report to Conference and then minuted.

(e) Except as above mentioned, all other rules of procedure laid 
down for Conference shall apply to Conference-in-Cnmmitteo.

SUB-COMMITTEES:

15. Conference may refer any matter for discussion and/or 
decision and/or action to a subm-oomraittee of such size as 
it shall then decide, with or without leave to sit during 
Conference or during Conference-in-Coramlttee, or after the 
final rising of Conference with instructions, to report to 
next Conference or the Executive. Conference, in appointing 
a Sub-Committee, shall nominate a member thereof as convenor 
who shall be responsible for calling the Sub-Committee to
gether when necessary.

OFFENCES:

16. (a) Conference may, on a motion duly proposed, seconded and
agreed to by a two-thirds majority of those present, 
suspend a delegate for a definite length of time for;-

(i) Violating the Rules and Orders of Conference after 
his attention has been drawn to the breach.

( ii) Making himself obnoxious to Conference by his 
behaviour.

(b) If  a delegate is suspended for more than 24 hours, the 
Branch which he represents shall be notified immediately 
by telegram asking it to appoint another member to re
present it. Conference-in-Commlttee shall not have tte 
power to suspend, though Conference may resolve to dis
cuss the matter in Committee and report thereon.

CHAIRMAN'S RULING:

17. The Chairman shall decide any question relative to the 
procedure of Conference not dealt with in these Standing 
Orders, in such mannejr as he shall deem most in keeping 
with the rules, forms and usages of the Legislative*
Assembly of the Union. His decision thereon and on the 
interpretation of the Standing Orders shall be final unless 
Conference by resolution duly proposed and seoonded, decides 
otherwise.

7



ADDRESS 0 P WELCOME

BY

MR. S. M. Mm YET 

CHa IRMaN - RECEPTION COMMITTEE

wlr. Chairman, Mr. oiaulu, Ladies and Gentlemen,

tor many years now delegates to oar Annual C^nferoncea

the^atoT1 Tni?°mer by Mr* V * Lawrence» one of the founders of 
5V  l h  n Congress. Rut to-day Mr. Lawrence is ,mab]ft

? t *9 03 m 3  lnvolved in an accident on «'ednesdav
night. Fortunately Mr. Lawrence has not suffered any severe 
injuries and the first thing I wish to do in taking his rloce 

J0U 011 to thi3 Conference is to extend our
Indeed n£  Lawfenc® Qnd to PrQy for his speedy recovery
^.ndeed Mr, Lawrence has been a tower of strength tn qit ~

Oandh1hhpdhnq when h® founded the present Congress with Mahni-mn 
•jandhi he has consistently worked for the cause of the Indian
peopie. His example inspires ua to greater efforts in the 
rause of the freedom of our people. ln the

0 1-1 Th? Se^0nth Annual Conference of cur Confess meets «t 
a time when South Africa finds itself facing a serious criMa

rQceaĈ r Jh p M °nS\ ^  13 Q time Wh0n raen Qnd WQmen of a11
Sll! ve, ln de^oracy and freedom are called upon to 

take a clear atand on the baaic issues facing the ^ountrv

haveeaWd2fM°KleVQ iin dl* nity ar‘<* thG brotherhood o f ‘man

Tn loSth I m “ a . r Pl° y ln StBnmlng the tWe of tyranny"

Chief j . Lutuli and Mr. Walter Siaulu.

*! « b“sy M n  but notwlthataadin* that’ to has come rill
Johannesburg to be with ua tn-n^h*- r « ?! from
address will «ive us inspiration -rd w n V ^ t f  opening

•.unbreakable ties between the T n ^in  a^d t h « cement the
their Joint struggles for liberatloS f??m monies in
We are indeed most tnanicful to Mr "siaulu fo J T h S V o w e s a lo n . 
done us. oiauiu ror the honour he has

On........ /  i



On behalf of the Reception Committee I extend a warn 
weloome to all fraternal delegatee present here with ua and 
thank those who have sent us messages of support. You will 
find from their messages that our cause is a universal cause 
and that no man made barriers can prevent men of goodwill 
of all raoes coming together for the purpose of advancing the 
cause of Justice, and fairplay.

I extend a hearty welcome to the delegates who have 
ooae from different parts of the province to participate in 
our Conference. The Reception Committee will do its utmost 
to make your stay in Durban a pleasant one but should there 
be any shortcomings on the part of my Committee please do 
not hesitate to draw our attention to them.

You as delegates have an important part to ^lay, and 
my prayer is that may the Almighty guide you all along the 
path of wisdom for our deliberation and decisions are of 
great significance to the Indian people and to the entire 
oppressed and democratic peoples of the country. Not only 
tnat but the world at large is interested in the outcome 
of your deliberations, it is with these fervent prayers

™ tw L V/? 1Come you a11 t0 the SEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF 
THE NATAL INDIAN CONGRESS. ur

I
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OPENING ADDRESS OF MR. W. M. SISULU, 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE AFRICAN
nation al  congress on the occasion  of the

SEVENTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE NATAL 
INDIAN CONGRESS HELD AT THE MhHATMA 
GANDHI TthLL, DURBkN, ON THE 5TH FEBRUARY,

1954.

Permit me first to bring to this very important Conference 
of the Natal Indian Congress the warmest and friendliest greeting 
of the African National Congress and the National Action Committee.

I gladly accepted the invitation to open the Conference 
because I regarded it as a great honour to me, coming as it did 
at a time when I had Just returned from a very interesting, 
educational and inspiring trip overseas. I shall not be expected 
to deal with my experiences abroad, suffioe it to say that all 
the countries I visited enthusiastically welcomed me and took a 
very great interest In the almost unbelievable racial situation in 
South Africa. I took advantage of this trip to put our point of 
view across. I did this in Israel; I did it in England, in Roman ia 
in Poland, in the U. S. S. R. and China. Unfortunately, circumstances 
did not permit me to go to India, though the facilities were 
available to me. My presenoe was demanded at home. I must mention in 
passing that on three National Celebrations that I attended on the 
23rd August in Rumania, 1st October in China and 7th November in the 
U .S .S .R . I was also convinced that peace was necessary for the 
construction of their respective countries. I was also impressed by 
the youth festival which was promoting friendliest relations between 
the youth of different countries. The International Union of 
Student Congress delved into student problems linking them with the 
realities of life in a very impressive manner. I had muoh to learn 
in China, this vast country with a very large population Rad just 
emerged from a semi-colonial status to a great power. There were many \ 
educative problems which were very muoh identical to ours, the 
difference being that tney were solving them. I was particularly 
happy to notice the growing relations between India and China and 
the manner in .<hich the national and local papers were commending 
Pundit Nehru and his government for the great role they were playing 
in promoting world peace. These two great nations are net only a 
key to peace in nsia as leading Asiatic countries but they are a key 
to world peace and to us tney are a* guide as people who have 
recently overthrown the shackles of Imperialism. The peoples of Asia 
have taken" a very'great interest in  the efr*vuggl« carried en by the 
jg opleQ of Africa. They are naturally opoosed to the policies of 
ISpTTTffTTSH", they also firmly believe in the brotherhood of mankind, 
they are keenly interested in peace that is why Pundit Nehru 
vigorously epnesses the racial policies of South Africa, that is why 
he opposes oppression In other parts of Afrioa. No other interest 
whioh prompts him to do this other than the fact tnat he has had to 
auffer terms of imprisonment under the yoke of imperialism; all 
people who have suffered oppression, exploitation cannot but be 
opposed to the continuation of such a system, they also know toowell 
the usual stunt of oppressors and arohe imperialists’ ridiculous 
theories.that the people are backward, illiterate and that freedom 
would be dangerous to the Western ivlliaation and that ther are
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or*th« fact that our fate la bound together with th<_se w;lonial 
people and rfcinklnd as a whole, we therefore take profound in'e. -.n 
In the present session of the four greit powers hoping that the 
foreign ministers of Great Britla^u .S .3 .R  and France will use their 
Influence in convincing the Seoretary of State of the U .S.A . to see 
wisdom by not only .greelng to a big five meeting but also actually 
bringing about conditions for the admittance of China to the United 
Nations in the interest of world peaoe. I assume that the two 
former secretaries will be guided by the broad will of their people 
in their respective countries. Your conference also meets at a 
time when the second session of the Eleventh parliament of the Union 
of South Africa assembles as usual not to deal with national economy 
of the oountry, nor to consider the welfare of the people of South 
Hfrica but meet to consider legislation to Impose more hardship and 
intensify their notorious polioies of apartheid. This time they will 
go further than tightening up oppressive machinery against the njn- 
Europeans, they are introducing a bill which will place the Trade 
Union Movement in the hands of the Fascist Nationalists. They are 
amending the Suppression of Communism *ct to give power to the 
Minister of Justice to do what he likes without interference by the 
courts of law. They are going to amend the Group Areas Act. They 
will continue with the removal of the Coloured Voters from the 
Common Roll. They are preparing to introduce a law prohibiting 
people from travelling abroad without their approval. Four of the 
above hnve been incarcerated in our plan of action, the Defianea 
Campaign was based on them, and our unity was forged in order to 
fight for their repeal.

We shall not only opnose every amendment on it but we shall 
fight until they and others are remaved from the Statute Book. The 
people who believe that these oppressive lav/s are designed against 
the Trade Unions and for the non-European only will realise it only

4  too late that they are also in fact designed against the financial 
houses to give control to the Nationalists. The Jewish Board of 
Deputies will then begin to see the danger of their opportunistic 
tendencies when they praise Malan’ s administration. The South African 
Indian Organisation and the United party will not escape it but they 
shall have tc answer to the people for their treacherous role. Many 
things which are now taking place were predicted by us long ago.

The A .N .C . in the face of this situation has called upon the / 
nation for a hlstorio People’ s Convention which has been welcomed j  
by the National Organisation of Indians, Coloured and Europeans. > 
This convention w*ll be based on a truly representative form of 
people from all status in the big cities and in the smallest villages 
in all ports of Scutn Africa. The detailed plans shall be worked 
out by the forthcoming conference of the national executives of the 
South African Indian Congress, the South African Congress of 
Democrats, the So-j^h African Coloured people's Organisation and the 
African National Con^r^as. You will see therefore from the nature 
of these organisations that the plans that are going to be worked /  
out by the true repr-_vier.tat.ivas of all the seotior.3 of our community. 
The working of a Charter for whi^h this Conference has been called 
is a very important atc-p in the history of a people. It is this 
Conference that has a right to shape the destiny of South africa. We 
shall also expose the so-called unicue problem of South Africa, 
dc‘lUerate?y created by the racialist* led by Dr. yolan for the 
purpose of perpetuating white domination and inviting sympathies of 
the Western pecplts by claiming to be the defenders of the so-oalled 
ChrltUan principles and Western Civilisation', it is the fundamental 
principle in our struggle to work for the creation of a united 
democratic nation of South Africa drawn from all sections of our 
racial groups irrespective of the colour of their skins or of their 
religion. The only problem we are referring to is not the racial, 
wnich does not exist, but the problem of raising the living standard

11.



of our people, the standard of car national economy sn3 the 
material and cultural standards of all the people. The raising o# 
our standard an<5 the prevention of our country turning into a 
desert are the matte is which we think of when we speak of problems. 
The people of Natal will be once more in this year expected to take 
up their usual mil -anoy and be proud of their past ana the struggle 
they have corducted in the begining of the twentieth century when 
men like, King Solomon-Ka-Dinizulu refused to turn against his 
people and suffered imprisonment; people like Bambatha and others 
who firmly stood for the rights of tneir people. It is in Natal 
during the same period that the/known Mahatma Gandhi led the masses 
of persecuted Indians and forced the authorities to abandon their 
stand. The militant Natal people must be rallied in their millions 
from all walks of life . The youth must be mobilised: the peasants 
and workers must be mobilised; the women must be mobilised, the 
intellectuals must be mobilised, the business peorl® who are in full 
agreement with oar struggle must be mobilised 'igaln«t the oppressor. 
r ";i?f Luth.:ii in opening the Conference of the Natal Indian 
Congress Conference last year said:

"Let us march together to freedom”

He further said, that this formidable alliance is not a marriage 
for convenience but a political alliance based on a oommon and 
genuine regard for true democracy.

In conclusion, we believe in the brotherhood of mankind. We 
believe in peace and freedom, to this end, it is our duty to use 
all our methods to bring about an end to hostilities in Kenya. We 
shall oppose vigorously the plans of the Kenya settlers an3 the 
Union Government to send South African troops to cru3h the defence
less people of Kenya.

Having chosen the right cause to freedom, we are quite 
confident and certain that no power in the world can permanently 
resist the march of freedom forces. I now take pleasure in 
declaring this conference open, wishing y^u very successful 

deliberat ions.

M/iYIBUYE aFKIJOI ’ M^YIBLYE aFRIKa  I
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SPEECH DELIVERED I DR. O .K . NAICKER, PRESIDENT OF THE 

NATAL WDIAN COMOSESS, AT THE OPENINO OF THE 7TH ANNUAL 

CCNFERSHCi. HELD AT THE GANDHI HALL, LORNS STREET, DURBAN,

CN FRIDAY THE Jth FEBRUARY, 1954, at 7 pun.

13.

We are meet than'ful to Mr. Walter Tia-lu, the Seor»tary-'r*neral 

of the Afrioan National Oongress, fo? deolaring open this 7th Annual Confarence 

of the Natal Indian Congress. Mr. 3ieulu is a person whose name has come to be 

respeoted throughout the length and breadth of this oountry because of tho positive 

role he has played In the cause of freedom and democracy. Only recently Mr Sisulu 

returned from an Interesting visit: • overseas where he was a true ambassador of 

the people for he voiced the hopes and aspirations of the oppressed people of 
South Africa.

Unlike the official representatives of the Union Government who 

enoounter serious difficulties in gaining support overseas, Mr. Sisulu was 

warmly reoeived by the people of the different countries he visited, because 

he was not faoed with the task of Justifying a policy of oppression. He advocated 

a policy of equality and preached the gospel of the brotherhood of men*

We, the Indian people of Natal, welcome back in our midst Mr.

Sleulu as a true eon of South Africa, as a man who stands for freedom and 

Justice for all, irrespective of race, colour or creed.

ooorade Chief Luthuli and I are Indeed unhappy that we cannot 

be present to hear the opening address of Mr. Sisulu, but although we have 

been banned and oannot be with you on this oocaelon, let me say that despite 

the banning orders of Minister Swart, and no matter how many parsons he may ban, the 

noble work of liberation undertaken by the Afrioan and Indian Congresses will 

go on unflinchingly until this oountry becomes free and takes her rightful plaoe 
in the family of democratic nations.

Mr. Sieulu's presence today has yet another very signifioant 

aepeot. It symbolises the spirit 6f united action for dsmocrscy on the part of the 
Afrioan and Indian peoples who are working In conjunction with the Coloured 

Cf’rmunity and European democrats. Despite all the attempts to sow seeds of div

ision in the ranks of the people of South Africa, and despite the preaohing of 

apartheid and segregation, steady progress is b«ing made In the field of inter
racial oo-operation.

While the Government of the day has pursued a policy which ha* 

resulted in increased racial tension and friction, the African and Indian Congresses 

have been the moat active foroe in the promotion of race harmony and in striving 
for a genuine people's democracy In South Afrloa.

Whan we met /

i
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When we met 5 . Conference last year we wera on the eve of a 

General Eieotior. In my Presidential Addrese I stressed the fact that 

b # h  the major parliamentary parties in the country were unanimous in their 

resolve to maintain White Supremacy and the perpetual subjeotlon of the 

masses of the non-White people; to preserve the social and eoonomio 

pattern of domination and subordination, hatred and fear«

The General Eleotions resulted In the Nationalist Party obtaining 

an increased majority. The campaigning during the Elections indicated 

that the participating parliamentary political parties ware determined to 

entrenoh the iniquitous caste coclety of South Afrioa in which the 

non—European people are relegated to a status of inferiority. Whether 

they preached apartheid or segregation for the non-European people, 

these connotations meant one thing - the deprivation of fundamental human 

rights and the denial of equality of opportunities. The consequences of 

such a policy can be only disaster for South Afrioa.

Ae we meet in Conference to review our past year's work and to 

plan for the year that lies ahaad, a new session of parliament is meeting 

in Cape Town. The last session of parliament was one during which the 

Government of Dr. Malan passed measure after measure curtailing the 
meagre rights of the people of this country. Through administrative action 

the Government continues to carry out its full fledged attack on civil 

liberties. The Riotous Assemblies and the Suppression of Comauni**.

Acts are being ruthlessly used against the leaders of the National Liberation 

and Trade Union Movements, not only to stifle and gag them, but to romote 

elected leaders from their organisations In an attempt to destroy all 

opposition to the maintaining of Nationaliat Apartheid tyranny. To stem 

the democratic upsurge of the freedom loving peo le in South Africa, 

demonstrated in the Defiance of Unjust Laws Campaign of the Congresses, 

the Nationalist Government enacted the Martial Laws - Public Safety and 

Criminal Law ‘anondment Acts.

The Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes^ Act deprives the Afrioan 

workers of the rl?ht to organise themselves into legitimate trade unions, 

and prevents tham from raiBing their standard of living and improving their 

working conditions and wages; while the Santu Education Aot la part of the 

Nationalists' nefarious scheme to ensure that the African people regain 

hewers of wood and drawers of water - elavee In the land of their birth.

Yet another attack was made on our people by the enactment 

of the Immigrant's Regulation Amendment Act, a measure which violates the 

baeic human right of marriage and the sanctity of the family.

The Coloured people fare the threat of being removed from the 

Common Holl. The Separate ^presentation of Voters Act Validation Bill wee 

introduced at a Joint Sitting but hae b„»c»n temporarily shelved. The danger 

of the Coloured people losing the franchise still remains.

Added to this battery of vicious taaasures was the Separate 

Amenities Aot which gives legal sanation to the diabolical fascist doctrine 

of racial Inequality.

TTie Session of Parliament / ! £ •
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The Session of Parliament which 1b now mooting In Oape Town is, 
lik* its predecessors, plod *d to carry out & legielatlv> programme further 

implementing tho policy of apartheid aimed at entrenching rfhite minority rule 
for all time*.

The policy pureuod by the Government has not failed to have 

tremendoue international repercussion*. The name of our country has been 

brought into diarepute at international assemblies. The blame for thie 
liee squarely with the Milan Government.

Throughout the world great foroee are at work for the liber
ation of mankind. Imperialism is c.i the retreat. Sxoept for vestiges of 

Imperialist rule,which are being gallantly eradicated , the Continent of 

Kelt*.. has rid itself of this evil force. With the great awakening in 

Africa, the la stronghold of Imperialism must inevitably be chattered.

The oomoon people of the world are against exploitation of 
man by man. They stand for peace and equality, ideals which have arisen 

in response to the fundamental needs of the human race. It is because of 

this that we find such tremendous world-wide opposition to colonialism and 
racial discrimination.

Peoples who were once subjugated and who suffered the 

humiliation of race discrimination are today smashing the shackles whioh bind 

them, and are engaged in the task of building a new society. It ie only 

natural that the Arab-Asian bloo should at tho United Nations and elsewhere 
■peak out against Colonialism and racial discrimination.

Today mankind is yearning for lasting peace and progress.
Since we last met the fighting in Korea has come to an end. A great feeling 

of relief passed through the world when hoetilltiaa ended there. The attention 
of the peopla of the world is now focussed on Berlin where momentous four 

power discussions are taking place In an attept to ease world tension. But 

we are more than satisfied that if  raoial discrimination ie not eliminated 

from the face of the earth the constant danger of a global conflict will remain.

It is the desire of the peoples of different countries for peace 
that has been resDonaible for the continuous attacfc* on the Union Government's 
policy of apartheid and segregation.

It will not help the Union Government to find scape-goats 
in order to explain why the name of South Africa has fallen into disrepute.

It may be good strategy on the part of the Nationalists for tho Plntteland 

connuaption to blame the non-2uropean '’agitators" and Pandit Nehru forthe 

attacks on the South Afrioan Government* but the Government must realise that 

these attaoka will persist if  it continuae to proceed along the insane path 
it has chosen.

A note of warning it necessary on the question of the role 
of India and Pakistan in the United Nations whore they have championed the cause 

of South Afrioan citizens of Indian origin and been instrumental in foouselng 

international attention on the policy of apartheid. There are strong rumours 

to the effect that the South African Indian Organisation, or members of lta 

Executive Committee, are at present engaged in attempts to sppease the Malan 

Government and advocating the removal from the United Nations Agenda the 

complaints against the Union Government. Without hesitation let me reiterate 
that any such move will be most severely condemned by all seotionn of the 

Indian people who have unanimously resolved that the treatment meted out to 
them should become *  subjeot of discussion in the world forum.

the Indian people/16
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Th* Indian people will not tolerat# any individual who# ln 
hi* own int*r*«ts#«eke to pur«u* a course of aotion which can result In incal

culable harm to th« entire c mmunity. Anyone who tries t ;  injure our just cause Bust 

be maroilessly expoeod. It ie original or the part of anyone through back

door manouvres to at-eapt to denounoe a stand which ie demanded by all Indians 

in South Africa.

We have on all occasions welcomed the support we have reoeived 

for our democratic stri^gle from peoples abroad, but we have on *11 occasions 

emphasized that our liberation can only and must oome fro® forces within the 

country. We have unequivocally ohosen the path of direct opposition to all 

that is upjustjand inhuman in the body politic of the country. It was'in koepig 

with this approach that Mahatma Oam-hi launched out the hietorio passive resistance 

campaign on this eoil of South Africa, a campaign which was a forerunner to 

even greater campaigns in giving a new status to the <300,000,000 subjugated 

peoples of India.
there

After the departure of Mahatma Candhi/followed a long period 

of inactivity, but in 1946 South African citizens of Indian origin again 

employed passive resistance against Injustice and oppression and during this 

oampelgn over two thousand people went to gaol aa a mark of concrete protest.

The struggle for liberation was launched on a higher plane in 

1952 when, in the Defianoe Campaign, for the first time, in the history of this 

country , under the leadership of the African National Congress, peoples of 

all races took part in united joint action against unjust laws. During this 

campaign over eight thousand volunteers suffered imprisonment.

The sacrifices our people have made the cause of freedom 

are great, but we stall be called upon to make even greater sacrifices before 

we can make our country a true democracy. The road to freedom will be hard 

and difficult but wo draw strength from the fact that our oause is juat and 

that a just cause must truimph. We solemnly believe that equality of 

opportunities is the birth right of all sections of the South African people.

We believe that universal adult franchise Is a prerequisite to tho enjoyment 

of that equality. It Is for that reason that we reject all other forme of 

franchise. The African and Indian Congresses, I am positive, will not 

deviate from this just demand. We welcome the emergence of the 8outh African 

Congress of Democrats in which European democrats are also pledged to this 
common ideal *

In December the Afrioan. .National Congreee#when It met at 
Queenstown ytock vital decisions which must affect our future course cf 

action. I am sure that in the very near future the 3outh African Indian 

Congross will meet to give serious consideration to the Queenstown resolutions.

The African National -angress Con ‘"bronce ha3 instructed Its 

National Bxacutive Committee "to make immediate preparations for the organisation 
of a Congress of the People of South Africa, whose task ehall be to work out 

a Freedom Charter for all the peoples and gr.xips in the c o u n t r y . T o  this 

end, tho Sonference urged a meeting of the Executive Committees of the African 

and Indian Congresses, the Congrsae cf Democrats, the Coloured Feoples 

Organisation (s )  and any other democratic organisations for the purpose of 

placing before them the plan of the Congress and to obtain their co-operative 

support ln creating a truly representative CON'/ENT I OH of the PEOPLES CF 

SOUTH AF^T~A. This resolution In particular must receive the urgent atv* tion 
of all South Africans who wish to further the oause of democracy.

The y « r  that /i7



^ H r  that lie* thMd of ue will require all our re* 

t0 °h»llenge that faoea our country* I as more than
n  the Indian people of thi* prwrinoe wiU  not be found wanting wh«

^  *PP«*1 to tha delegates to thia 7th Annual Ocnferenoa of the
Katal Indian Owigre.e ia that they muet advance the oauae of freedt*; that 

their activities against reaotion and.for liberation Bust not oeaee imtil

thl‘ b* th* " ly !Uldln‘  f*°tw ln 

over the forces of oppreeeion and tyranny. AF^UKAl
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fro at A .J ,  Lutuli,
Presldenfc-Oenerali Afrioan National Congress. 

flBJrtkAfrlQft,_____________________________ ________________

•In  the r-aoe of Afrlka and Freedom I greet you All I AFRIKa  ' 
AFRIgA • MAYIbUYE ! INKULULEKO NGiSUCHAThl SETHU (Freedom 
in Our Lifetime),

H

*N.B, Let ua sing together to Freedom "Mayituye i-Afrlte.*

" I  am happy and proud on my behalf and on behalf of the 
African people I have the honour and privilege to lead under the 
banner of the Afrioan National Congress, to send you, our

0  comrades, this Afrlka message of greeting and expression of ^ur 
deepest appreciation In the Afrioan National Congress for the 
most cordial and friendly active association with you. We have 
enjoyed it in our common and Joint fight against foroea of oppre
ssion In our land,

"The way before us may be long and dusty, tut ultimate 
suooess must be ours because, as confirmed by progressive world 
opinion, our pause' Is Just. But, as a sine qua non to the 
successful prosecution of our task, we must vork in the spirit of 
sincere and unreserved devotion, saoriflce and service and trlr$ 
into play virtuous human qualities such as patience, taot, 
fortea-.ranee, courage, Vigllanoe, foresight, honesty, loyalty 
and love.

"It  la fitting and proper to impress upon you moat strongly 
the formidatleness of our task by reminding you that in the 
Nationalist Party of Dr. Malan we are facing a ruthless, deter
mined enemy of true freedom that would rather scuttle the ship 
of State than make civilisation and democracy a possession of all 
In our land, regardless of oolour, race, or creed, and that in 
our home-front we have many well-meaning peopl3 who suffer from 
Ignorance of the true Import and significance of Freedom. Also, 
unfortunately, we are not free from Quislings In our midst.

"We must fight on in all fronts along the path of non
violence and when, at times, the human weakness of despondency 
assails us, let us gain courage and Inspiration, not only in tr*e 
Justice of our cause, tut In Its universality In all ages. We 
should te stirred to greater effort by the knowledge that it is 
our underserved honour and privilege to be numbered among the 
followers of the. IEROES OF FREEDOM of all lands ana ages; men 
and women who have so meritoriously championed the cause of 
Freedom *

"With so much already done tut a till so much to te done- 
Indeed with mudh at stake- we dare not te unfaithful to the notle 
oause and its notle heroes, past* and present. If we do. we shall 
deserve the ridicule and scorn of our contemporaries ana. the 
coatempt and curses of posterity.

"As you leave the Conference room to translate your resolu
tions into action I assure you that the African National Congress 
leadership is determined as never tefore to spare no effort and 
to oount no sacrlfloe too great In our Joint effort to motlilse 
the masses and progressiva forces in our land in the fight for 
Freedom,

AFP.IXA ! MAYIBUYE 1 INKULULEKO NGESLCHAThl SETHU !

P .O . GP.OUTVILLEE MISSION,
NATAL. • .
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Paul Robeson,
President: Cou. Jil on African Affairs,
United dtates of America._________________

"I  salute you. The raised-thumb "Afrilca" salute, the 
heroic sacrifioes, and the firm and unbending unity and 
discipline •manifested by you and the South African 
Indian Congress in allianoe with the Afrioan National 
Congress faave been a .tremendous inspiration to blaok 
Americans who likewise struggle against the humiliation 
and degradation of raoial oppression.

"I  know that your Congress at its 7th Annual Conference 
will rededioate itself to carrying forward the great task 
of oombat-ing and defeating the forces of fasoism and 
raoist tyranny in South Africa and of achieving full free
dom and equality for all the peoples of that land.

"We who are on the side of peace and Freedom in the united 
States can well understand the desperate nature of tire 
struggle in which you in South Africa are engaged. Fcr if 
you have your Malan’ s and Swart*s, we have our MoCarthy* a 
and Brownell’ s. South Africa*s notorious suppression of 
Communism Act is paralleled by this country’ s equally 
notorious Smith Act and MoCarran Act, whereby the ablest 
leaders and most militant organisations of the Araerloan 
Working class are being Jailed and hounded and the war 
is being prepared for fasoist dictatorship.

"Under the McCarran Act, the °ouncil on Afrioan Affairs 
which I and my esteemed colleague, Dr. W .E.B . DuBoi9 
have the honour of heading, is at the present time being 
prosecuted as "subversive**, along with other progressive 
organisations of black and white Americans, The Council’ s
• axbversiveneas' clearly lies in its having taken and 
maintained a forthright and unoompromising stand for the 
freedom of Africa’ s subject peoples and against those 
forces, including and indeed led by powerful interests 
in the United States, whioh would keep Afriia enslaved 
and oontinue to exploit it for profit and war.

"But their arrogant ambitions are doomed. Their greedy 
schemes will be ripped to shreds in Africa as in Asia.
For the strength of a people determined to be free is 
lnvinoible.

"No matter how dark the present hour may be, I have 
absolute confidence that the future will belong to us 
and our chillron end our children's ohildren - a future 
of peace and social progress, of human freedom and

i sure that tM a  Ba™  spirit of oonfidenoe 
will illuminate and guide the deliberations-of your 
Conference, X wish you all success,"

. . . . /2o
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From:

From;

From:
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Mr. Fenner Brookwny, 11.P.
Chairman - Congreaa of peoples Against Imperialism.
LSgg?N,__________________________ ______________________________•

"Ths mover ^nt of non-vlolent resistance to Colour 
Iaws whisn the African National Congreaa and your 
Congreaa Initiated during the past year haa been 
an inspiration to all who bolieve in Racial unity 
throughout the world. Despite your preaent 
difficulties you ahould ht*ve confidence in the 
Future! History ia on your aide and Dr. Malan can 
no more defeat natural lawa than could king Camttel"*

Mr. Louie Saillaut,

General Secretary - World Federation of Trade uniona 
PARIS - FRANCE. _______________________ ________’

On behalf of 03,000,000 workers World Federation of 
Trade Uniona 8enda warm fraternal greetings to the

™ L ProVl? °la?- Conference of the Natal Indian Congrea. 
W K J  resolutely supports fight for peace, Freedom and 
Democracy for all people of South Africa. Powerful 
lead from World federation Trade Union Third World 
Coperecs inspires greatest unity in action of all those 
aenied just rights. World workers condemn repressive 
fascist activities of the Malan Government. Evergrow ing  
unity of African, Indian, Coloured and IVJiite workers 
strengthens the fight in all lands for peace, freedom 
and democracy and improved atandards. Wishing every 
success to your 7th Annual Provincial Conference."

Madame Marieclaude Vaillant Costurier,
General Secretary - Womens' International Democratic

Federation,
BERLIN - GERMANY.____________________________________

"Womens' International Democratic Federation greets the 
7th Annual Provincial Conference of the Natal Indian 
Congress and sends its warmest greetings. We assure you 
our continuous support for the struggle for peace, 
freedom and democracy."

Mr. Julius Silverman, M .P .,
Hon. General Secretary - The India Leaguo 
LQfJDCN.________ _________________________ * *

Tt On the occasion of the 7th Annual Conference of the 
Natal Indian Congress, the India League sends you 
gratings and con^rotuletione on your great stru^^le 
for juatioe and in defiance of tyranny.

' Int3*a League, with the great mass of British 
public opinion, will support you in your fight."

Mr. N. Ntsekhe,

ufi5°^al. ?ecretai>y " ^ ^ c l a n d  African Congress 
BUTHA3UTKE - BASUTOLAND. _________________  ’

*25 S !  *c?a8ic\ ° f  yDur ?fch Provincial Conference 
the Basutoland African Congress greets you and deolares 
its untiring solidarity with the struggles of your

^ t io n . Long Live Indian Afrioan oo-operation 
for National liberation.”

0



From: Mr. G. Sortie,

vuirnr^aTy ~ Baautolan<J Indian Community,

"?n ° f the ?Qautolan<J Indian community I wish
! ? S  H greetings on the occasion of your ?th

?£?*?« ^  r enC?*o he flght of the undertrodden 
Im Ian peoples of Southern Africa ia indiviaiblo 
Forward to universal victory." m aiviaioie.

From: Mesara Yuauf Cachalia k D.U. Miatry

J0HnEKE3RnRn9tartaa - Congress,

Sreat P ^ 31̂ 0 . on behalf of the South African

T L i °£ l f  WUh 3a«sfactlon  and pride to the dare In
1945 when the preaent leaderahip, on popular vote

* forc?s of taction  within our own co^unitv 
This victory waa baaed on carrying on a nniir'w of* » n  u  *
struggle in defence of the rlghia8o? the^oole of So^S” '

eleven taniS°on?8^ tltn °? d unlty wlth 811 the democratic elements in our country in our common fight against
injustice, oppression and tyranny.

"In  the years that followed the Natal Indian Conareq^ 

°° :?S fra“ on « t h  other organisations, nade v a lu ta ! ' 
contribution in the direction of consolidating the forces

atl£2* Following upon the heroic passive 
Resistance Struggle of 1946, which was jointly conducted 
by the Natal and Transvaal Indian Congresses each and 
every endeavour in which your Congres! particimted 
brought nearer the ultiiaate goal ft freldSra.

" r ^ L 1C D^flance CamPQl«n bas opened wide the doors

Having consolidated ou^vlotorles «  a°ro £ K 3  S S & t o " -  
move further along the broad highway of liberation*^

P80PlS ° f 0Ur ° ouatry the clutchea of

^ e ^ l g ^ o u ^ r n s ^ ^ t ^ ^ L ^ u ^ l e 0^ ^ ?
we are confidant that it will, undei^foL- wise ’ nii’

h S jJ h S 0^  achievement?10"  Ct“ ty ° f Hatal * > « « . &

Forward to freedom l n '

From: Mr. M. Matji,

*  * " * * »  mTttlUL C O M B S , .

teyr“ u  messag^symbollse*the°endurJdeht und ^legatee.
• vitality of tSe tie? of end?f}n8 strengh and

May all your dell barat Iona be d lM oti28fOUr ?r8aalsatlona. 
achievement of freedom l2 0 *  u ” t l ^ . «  rdS tn°
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From:

From:

From;
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: Mr. a . M. Kathrada,

™ S ! i E £ ^ ; atary * Afrt8an Indian youth cocgrsss,

Afrl« "  Inala°  Vouth Congress sends you its 

your 7th “  « -  or

lights* whon th® on ths meagre

tS b.” ?h Jfu l r \ ^  & ‘ bl#

SpSSLTffi* - -
rcr

"Repression ia greater beoauae our oppreaaora are weak.

"Tnia is the time, dear frienda, to intensify onr 
orgoniaation, to conaolidate our unity and to fbTirp flhAnj 
towarda greater progreaa. Z  . w  ^  a<3

"We are confident that the NIC will emerge from thin 
Conference a atronger organiaation.

"Pleaae remember that throughout vnur;s  .T.a SFSsS’s.s:
AFRIKA ! aFRJKA I AFRHCIJ ”

Mra. Pica Hodgaon,

~ 3 -A~ 00W0m3S 0F 

The National Executive Committee of the S a rnncmaaa 
of Democrats greets the Conference of the ^ t f ?  C f !

“ "4  through it the Indian democrat or m u ?

bar K r t o S ’ t E  ?? ";?  f ”  «>• obliteration “  t L * ‘ L i r  
! r®r the fight to win for all South Afrioana the 

right to enjoy equal treatment, privileges and  
itiea in every walk of life nd opportun-

democratic white South Africans tS ycTr i Z C i f  
and look forward to long and fruitfulJo-oSerftiSS8 1

like6^  °untiT°nb°^ iea* t?^8ther ^ t h  othera «fa0 think iiKe ua, until our cauae ia won."

I

Mr. a . Domingo,

S«rstary  - Coloured people's Council or lotion,

I 5
Mr. p. Raidoo,

DURBAN?0ra 1 Secretar^ " Natal Indian Teaohera* Sooiety,

"My Society wishes ths Conrerenc. n »ij  success” .
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