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■N R EG ISTER  vir gewc- 
i c n s b c s w a a rd c s  wat w c ic r  
° m  m d ie  S u id -A f r ik a a n s c  
W c c r m a g  tc d icn ,  is in vcr-  
-skillcndc s c n t ru m s  in d ie  
land begin.

V olgcns d ie  j o n a s tc  uit-

h h H C Van ^ c c k ’ a m P ‘d ik c  
b la d  van d lc A n g l ik a a n s c  
K.crk in S u id c r -A f r ik a ,  h c t  
d i e  r e g i s te r  ten  doel  o ,n 
tci ing ie hou v a n d i e  m a n s  
w a t  g e k a n t  is teen  m i i i te re  
ajcnsplig. A licsam c 7 5 7  

m a n s  is r eed s  g e rc g is t r c e r .
u c s k c r n i h c r e  v a n d i e  r e 

g i s t e r  is o n d e r  a n d e r e  bis-

n °P -B™cc Evans cn biskop 
Dav,d Russell van die An- 
glikaanse Kerk, biskop Pc-
* 5  S ‘or,e-v var> d ie  M c to -  
d i s t c k c rk  en a a r t sb i s k o p  
D e n is  H u r l e y  van die
K o o n i s - K a t o l i e k e  K e r k .

Seek haal 'n vcrklarinc 
aan wat uitgcrcik is dcur 
die organiseerders, waarin

verwys word na die “mocd 
van David Bruce cn Char
es Bcster, w a to p d ico o m -  

bbk ses jaar tronkstraf uit- 
dien omdat hullc gcwcicr  
hct om diens tc doen in die 
W ccrmag, cn Saul Batzo- 
nn. wat ook tronkstraf uit- 
aien".

Luidcns die verklaring 
;sal “som m igc van ons 
tronk toe gaan”.

Andcr sal kies om 
god sd ien sb esw a a rd es ic
word. Baic van ons sal kies 
tusscn n lewe as uitgcwc- 
kencs of voortdurende vcr- 
myding van oproepc om 
aiensphg tc docn.

Daar is geen rcdc 
waarom die doodmakcry 
in Suid-Afrika moct aan- 
hou totdat ’n onderhandcl- 
dc skikking bercik is nic. 
U ns is nic bcrcid om dccl 
tc wees van die Rcgcring 
sc oorlog nic,” lui die 
verklaring wat dcur die ge- 
wctcnsbcswaardcs ondcr- 
tekcn word.

I
G l:\V E T E N SB E SW A A R - 
D E S teen dicnsplig hct gis- 
tcr laiu.wyd op sewc plt^kkc 
byccngokonv om ’n na^iona- 
Ic naan'.register tc begin cn 
proles ;ccn verpligtc dicns
plig aan tc tekcn.

Alle.same 780 mense hct 
gislcrojgend  in Kaapstad, 
Stellenbosch, Johanncburg, 
Prctori:., Grahanistad, Dur
ban  cr- B loem fon tein  op 
nuuskoufcrcnsies hul name 
op  die register gcplaas, hct 
die saii'icroeper van die by- 
ccn k o n is , mnr. C hris dc 
Villicr.'-. in Johannesburg  
g csc , bcrig Sapa.
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c,°™ ie^ 1°U?.obJectors march on CastleCAPE TOWN — A bout 350 p e o p le  jo in ed  a 
C on scien tiou s O bieetnrc V?
march from the St G eorge's C athedral in f £ UP 
Town to the C astle  yesterd ay  w h ere  a dpH h *5 6

K S  S lhe wa,ch

r  8 J f n , e d °»
Jresence d „ r ,„ g  ,h e

Traffic p o lice  regu la ted  the m arch.
The march was h e ld  a fter  an inter-faith  ser 

v ice  in the cathedral h a ll w h ich  w as led  bv the  
A nglican dean o f  C ape Town, the Verv R ever
end Colin Jones.

Dean J o n es sa id  that the objectors, who re- 
uf®d to take up arm s, w ere  advocating  peace.

‘They are waging p ea ce , not war, and de- 
serve our su p p o r t . . .  I sa lu te  them ," he said  
— Sapa.

In K a a p sta d  hct 24  1 
m a n s h u llc  g is tc r  by ’n 
ctcnsuurbycenkom s by die 
4,1 ' 'cp gcvocg, tcrwyl 75 bc- 

swaardcs die konfcrcnsic in 
J o h a n n e sb u r g  bygew oon  
hct. Die register is onder 
m eer begin sodat gcwclcns- 
bcwaardcs koniak met mc- 
kaar kan he.

Bcskcrmhere van die re
gister sluit in biskop Reg 
Orsmond van die Rooms- 
K atolieke Kerk. biskop Pe
ter Storey van die M clodis- 
tokcrk, dr. Franz Auerbach 
van Jews for Social Juslicc  
cn prof. Lourcns du Plcssis 
van die I'akulteit van regs- 
geleerdheid van die Univcr- 
sitc it van Stellenbosch.

© Ons kantoor op Ste l
lenbosch bcrig dal 30 bc- 
swaardcs, van wic 22 Ma- 
lics, hul name gislcr by die 
rcgislcr gcvocg hct.

Onder hullc is ’n doscnl, 
mnr. Victor Honey van die 
dcparlcm eni van bceldcndc 
kunstc, en sy twee scuns, 
T im  cn N a th a n . E crw . 
Luke Slubbs cn die skrywer 
Chari Naudc is ook ledc 
van die grocp.

D ie  s tu d c n tc  s lu it  in 
mnrc. Daniel Maian, Nu- 
sas-bcstuurslid cn voorsittcr 
van die Slcllcnbossc Aktue- 
lc  A a n g clccn th cid sk rin g , 
C h risto ff O osthu izcn , rc- 
daktcur van Kampus Kruis. 
cn Wayne M udgc, voorsit- 
ler van Anglikaansc vcrcni- 
ging.

Die Univcrsilcil van Stel- 
, lenbosch is in 'n verklaring 

vcroordccl vir die stcun wat 
hy in vcrskcic opsigtc aan 
die  Wccrmag vcrlccn, as- 
ook vir die wcdcrsydsc bc- 
trokkenhcid ten opsigtc van 
ak a d em icsc  op lc id in g  en 
navorsing oor miiitere tcg- 
nologic.

O U il P reto r ia  hct ’n 
woordvoerdcr van die SA  
W ccrm ag  gcw aarsku dat 
regstappe gedoen sal word 
tccn mense wal teen m ililc- 
rc dicnsplig gckanl is cn 
hullc nic daarvoor aanmcld 
nic, bcrig Sapa.
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771 conscientious objectors tell 

the South African Defence Force ,.
Objectors say 

■* 'No1 at 
~j; yesterday's 

Jo'burg press 
m  conference

‘We will not serve
By PHIL MOLEFE and 

THANDEKA GQUBULE
A TOTAL of 771 men yesterday pub
licly dcclarcd — nt die launch of a 
national register of conscientious ob
jectors — that they would not serve 
in ilic South African Defence F orce.

The event was the biggcst-cver 
demonstration of anti-conscription 
sentiment in South Africa. It comes a 
year after the banning of the End 
Conscription Cam paign, and after 
three years of Emergency regulations 
which make it illegal to undermine the 
system of military conscription.

Thus part of what was said at the 
various press conferences around die 
country cannot be reported in terms 
of Emergency regulations.

The objectors — who made their 
declaration simultaneously in seven 
cities — include 30 Stcllcnbosch 
University students, a veteran of die 
crucial battle for Cuito Cuanavalc in 
southern Angola, a lieutenant in mili
tary intelligence, businessmen, cler
ics. senior advocate Wim Trcngovc, 
author Andre Brink, and 33 members 
of the National Jewish Conscientious 
Objectors.

The 771 cited religious, moral and 
political grounds for refusing to do 
any SADF service, saying "the De
fence Force is used to uphold Uic sys
tem of apartheid". Sonic of them cited 
disturbing experiences during their 
national service as reasons.

"We have decided in good con- 
scicncc and o f our own accord that 
we cannot serve in die defence force 
despite possible prosecution and im
prisonment.

“We object to serving in Uic racist 
defence force that upholds a racist 
government and wc arc not prepared 
to defend apartheid." ECC branch 
chairman Chris dc Villicrs said.

Conscientious objectors facc up to 
six years’ imprisonment, depending 
on the service they owe.

The objectors called for non- 
punitivc and constructive community 
service as an alternative to military 
service.

The national co-ordinating commit
tee of yesterday’s event plan to hand 
the national register to Defence Mini
ster Magnus Malan at a meeting next 
week.

Durban committee member Steve 
Collins said it was hoped that if they 
saw him to hand over the names it 
would prevent the “panic and confu
sion" of the state response to last 
year’s action in which 143 conscripts 
dcclarcd they would not serve in die 
SADF. The ECC was blamed and 
banned soon afterwards.

In Johannesburg, about 70 con
scientious objectors gathered at a se
cret press conference yesterday 
momine to announce liieir refusal to 

• To PAGE 3
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Wits students, chanting “We want peace”, are watched by local riot squad members. More than 2 000 
students were yesterday stopped from marching to the Hillbrow police station to protest the detention 
of staff and colleagues. Students, who then sat lor an hour on the pavement and steps at the entrance 
of the university, chanted "Smile policemen, sm ile... resign policemen, resign ... defy police, defy."

Picture: STEVE HILTON-BARBER, Alraplx
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Peace talks 
threatened by 
KwaZulu 
police/Inkatha 
allegations
By CARMEL RICKARD, Durban

RECRUITS at the kwaZulu Police 
College in Amatikhulu arc urged to 
bccome Inkalha members, it was al
leged in the Durban Supreme Court 
this week.

If die allegation stands up in court, 
it will have major implications for the 
kwaZulu peace talks, since the neu
trality of the kwaZulu Police has of
ten been at issue.

Justicc J Didcoll expressed his con
cern at the allegations, saying that at a 
time where there was warfare be
tween two sides, the policc should be 
neutral. He asked dial the officer ap
pear in court today to be questioned 
on die issue.

The allegation formed part o tth c  
testimony of Bantu Jolm MdiutluJl^o, 
a former KZP member, who is faciiig 
a murder charge with a second ac
cused who is under age.

The state has charged dial the two 
murdered Joshua Molcfc last Febru
ary in kwaMakudia and attempted to 
murder a second man.

Outlining the events o f die night of 
the killing, Mthuthutho said lie was 
on guard outside die home of a prom
inent member of Inkadia whose life 
was being threatened.

Some young people, including his 
co-accused, came to him and said he 
should go with them as a guard to 
fetch R l l  000 o f lnkatha money 
from a house. He said a relief KZP 
van would come to fetch the Inkadia 
money the next morning and take it to 
Isipingo to bank it.

Armed widi his R1 rifle he followed 
the youths to a house where shots 
were fired and one person was killed.

Asked why he had left his post to 
go with die youths, Mthuthutho said 
since the money belonged to Inkadia 
it was very important to him, as he 
was a member of the KZP.

Asked why this should be so, he 
said when he was at the policc col
lege in Amatikhulu, the person in 
charge had "driven it home to die 
people ai the college” that they should 
all become members of Inkadia.

The contents of this newspaper have 
been restricted in terms o l the 

Emergency regulations

BIGGEST EVER CHALLENGE TO CONSCRIPTION'AS 771 SPEAK OUT
S T E P H E N  GREENBERG, a 21- 
year-old veteran of Cuito Cuanavalc, 
described this week how his experi
ences in the battle for the strategic 
town helped him to join the 771 ob
jectors who dcclarcd yesterday they 
w ould never again serve in the 
SADF.

"W c fired all night and wc fired 
every night; the target was a number 
on a com puter scrccn," said Green
berg, a former member of an artillery 
battalion which besieged the town in 
south-wcstcm Angola.

A serious young man who read his 
statement in a low monotonous voice, 
Greenberg told journalists he was not 
sure to this day why the battle was 
fought or who really won it.

His senior officers told him the the 
tow n itself was worthless, but that 
they needed to hold onto the high 
ground nearby.

But G reenberg’s instincts told him 
* they lost the war as the morale of the

Nights of 
by a man

gunfire in Angola, 
who said ‘No’ to it

soldiers plunged with every report of 
yet another enemy tank destroyed.

The SADF was reluctant to discuss 
its operations inside Angola, leaving 
Greenberg and his comradcs wonder
ing what it was they firing at and 
whom they were killing.

He said their targets were numbers 
in a computer and there was no way 
o f telling what target number 101 
was, for example.

A computer determined this accord
ing to a master plan designed to pene
trate further into Angola, he said.

“There was no way of determining 
whether wc were shooting at civilian

"We fired all night, and we fired 
every night” ... a veteran of Cuito 

Cuanavale tells why he won’t 
fight for the SADF any longer 

By THANDEKA GQUBULE

institutions or military institutions.
“I still do not know what happened 

there but by the thousands who died 
we must have been firing at civilian 
institutions."

Greenberg, who was in A ngola 
from  N ovem ber 1987 to  M arch 
1988, described how soldiers in his 
group became demoralised by the

fighting and the bad water supplies.
They had to get water from a 

swamp in the spent cartridges of artil
lery shells, he said.

"W c would use these containers to 
fetch water water and drink from 
them. W c were ill and very un
healthy.

"W hen some soldiers went to hos
pital they said people there told them 
they were acting strange. But wc did 
not think that we were strange. After 
four months there (in Angola) you 
are not aware that your behaviour is 
changing.

“The worst~was.that when we start-

Military intelligence officer 
joins conscription protest
A FORMER lieutenant in military in
telligence who served in northern Na
mibia says he decided after an alleged 
atrocity was hushed up that he could 
never again serve in the South Afri
can Dcfcncc Force.

Paul Brink, one o f S6  Durban ob
jectors who registered dicir refusal to 
serve at a news conference yesterday, 
says this incident was the last straw.

He joined the SADF fresh from 
school, w ithout asking any ques
tions, but while in Namibia began to 
sec things differendy.

Brink, who spoke cautiously be
cause he is bound by die Official Sc- 
crcts Act, said that after “visits to An
gola”, he was struck by the fact that 
the SAD F was “supposed to be a 
Christian army.
* "But at the same time they regard 
die International Red Cross as die en
emy and thought them to be collabo
rators with the communist forces in 
Angola.

"They (die SADF) hampered their 
(IRC) movements in the Kuncnc re
gion, crossing the Kuncnc River 
(w here) these Red Cross nuns were 
bringing medical and food supplies 
through into the region.

“M y first real experience of war in 
N am ibia was the introduction to the 
•family album ’. This is a black and 
white photograph album which is a 
collcciion of dead Swapo and I’m 
sure some non-Swapo members. It is

By CARMEL RICKARD, Durtoan

a grotesque album as you can imag
ine.”

“At that stage I realised there was 
som ething  w rong. These people 
aren’t my enemy. What the hell am I 
doing here?

"I realised this was cowboys and 
crooks. This isn’t my business.”

He said he was not aware of any al
ternatives, and it was not until a two- 
month camp in 1986 that he decided 
he would never again serve in the1 
SADF.

“At the time there was a State of 
Emergency. An atrocity occurred on 
a low-lcvcl water bridge. A senior 
staff officer was brought in to lead 
the inquest and the press and odicr 
media sourccs weren’t informed of 
the atrocity and the whole thing was 
hushed up.

“The legal officer was a colleague 
and friend ... who told me that under 
the Emergency the whole thing had 
been quashed.

"N et a week later a very near inci
dent happened at a road block with 
this same group of commando mem
bers.

"I wasn’t aware at the time of any 
(anti-war) movements, but I vowed 
then dial I would never again serve in 
the SADF. And I think this is a fine 
time to stand up now and refuse to 
serve.”

JWE REFUSE"T0 /» 
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Some of the 280 conscientious objectors from Johannesburg and 
Pretoria who gathered at a secret press conference yesterday

Picture: STEVE HILTON-BAR8ER Atrapix

Stellenbosch joins anti-military protest - The 771 who
won’t serveWHEN Timothy Patrick died, he was 

17 months into his two-years’ nation
al service and 300km inside Angola. 
His body was painted black; he was 
wearing a Unita uniform and carrying 
a Ponugucsc Bible.

This was said yesterday by his 
brother, Mark Piiirick, a 29-ycar-old 
Cape Town docior who citcd the 
death of his brodicr. who was award
ed die Pro Patria mcilal posthumous
ly, as one reason why he added his 
voice to that of 240 other Cape Town 
men who yesterday announced they 
would not serve in die SA Dcfcncc 
Force.

Hours before they took their stand, 
3 1 conscicntious objectors had done 
the same diing in Stcllcnbosch. 60km 
away, their action dovetailing with 
similar actions countrywide in the 
biggest protest yet against compulso
ry conscription.

The Stcllcnbosch objcctors include 
23 students and one Iccturcr. They 
niadc their announcement on die cam
pus of S tcllcnbosch U niversity, 
which in 1986 effectively banned die 
then yct-to-bc restricted End Con
scription Campaign from operating 
on campus.

In a statement, the grtftip had other 
iliings to say about the university and 
its tics with the SADF.

"The Stcllcnbosch University Mili
tary Unit has full acccss to university 
facilities ani* student records; die Mil- 
itary Academy of Saldanha Bay

BY GAYE DAVIS In Cape Town

forms an integral part of the universi
ty and its activities. SADF-subsidiscd 
research into military technology is 
promoted among students.”

The SADF “played an oppressive 
role in maintaining an unjust and ex
ploitative system", dicysaid.

"Wc find diis involvement o f the 
SADF in our community unaccepta
ble and symptomatic of die militarisa
tion o f our environment," die state
ment said.

In Cape Town, Patrick dcscribcd 
his becoming a national scrviccman 
in 1978 as a “natural progression 
from 12 years of Christian National 
Education.

"I did not question why 1 should be 
so brutalised for two years. I did not 
question why I should brutalise odi- 
crs.”

Later, lie kept on being confronted 
by questions for which he had no an
swer.

"Ultimately, I camc up with a stanl- 
ingly simple realisation: that South 
Africa should be governed according 
to the fundamental principle that all 
Soudi Africans should be able to par- 
ucipatc freely in making die decisions 
diat affect dicir lives.

"This is the principle on which I 
base my vision for a future Soudi Af
rica ... diis is why I can never again 
serve in die SADF.”

Another Cape Town objcctor was

Dr Anton Ebcrhard, 37, an energy re
searcher who in 1977 was the first to 
be imprisoned for refusing to do mili
tary scrvicc on political grounds.

“Today I am more conviccd than 
ever dial to obey a call-up is to accept 
a call to defend apartheid,” he said.

Military obligations had increased 
“more than five-fold” from when he 
was first callcd up from nine months’ 
national scrvicc to die current two 
years, “plus 720 days o f camps plus 
a furdicr 12 days a year commando 
scrvicc until die age of 55.”

By refusing to serve, he could facc 
another jail sentence.

“Conscription is one issue which I 
as a white South African cannot ig
nore, for it forces me to make a 
choice.” he said.

“Will I defend apartheid, or will I 
pay die pricc for refusing to do so?

“ 1 do not wish dicsc choices for my 
son and am conunittcd to helping to 
fight for an end to conscription and 
an end to apardicid."

Martin Duys, 23, a  founh-ycar ar
chitecture student at the University of 
Cape Town, dcscribcd his difficulty 
in deciding to break the law and his 
parents’ unhappiness and concern 
about his decision.

"I do not want them to be angry 
with m e,” Duys said. “But at the 
same time 1 am relieved to be making 
this stand. My conscicncc is dear, al- 
diough my future is very uncertain."

By PHIL MOLEFE

THE 771 white male South Africans, 
some of whom could face a maximum of 
six years imprisonment for refusing to 
serve in the army, include lecturers, pro
fessors, priests, journalists, students and 
other professional people.

Of the more than 280 Johannesburg 
and Pretoria objcctors included in the na
tional register 93 arc students, 23 lectur
ers and academic researchers, 15 journal
ists, 14 artists and musicians, 13 priests 
and religious workers, 10 medical doc
tors, 10 teachers, 10 film and video pro
ducers, nine businessmen and managers, 
nine voluntary organisation employees, 
eight engineers, seven architects and 
town planners, seven trade unionists, 
five actors, five lawyers, four scientists 
and geologists and four accountants.

About 130 people in the register have 
not yet undergone military scrvicc and 
arc potentially liable for six years impri
sonment; 134 have completed their two 
years’ national service but still face 
camps, while 40 have completed their na
tional scrvicc and attended some of their 
camps.

Another 10 have completed all their na
tional scrvicc obligations but arc liable 
for reserve duties.

Grahamstown objcctors comprise sev
en Rhodes University professors, four 
academics; seven clerics; a clinical psy
chologist, 29 students and lawyer 1’ctcr 
Hut borne, who served a year in prison in 
1983 for refusing to serve in the army.

cd to withdraw from Angola. They 
told us wc would go for a short pass 
and then wc would go to South West 
Africa.

“This further demoralised us. Soudi 
West Africa is a whole different war.

"I am still not sure what the truth 
about Cuito Cuanavalc is. I do not 
think it was all that important to the 
SADF.”

He also told the press confcrcncc in 
Johannesburg of brutalities com mit
ted by the SADF in Namibia.

He dcscribcd how a black interpret
er employed by the SADF was as
saulted by soldiers, while senior offi
cers treated it as a joke.

In his declaration never to serve the 
SADF, Greenberg said he was w ill
ing to do alternative scrvicc o f the 
same length as national scrvicc, p ro 
vided it was outside a military or gov
ernment institution and for the good 
of the whole community.

‘ V .  e  w i l l  n o t  
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go to die army. More than 280 con
scripts from Johannesburg and Pre
toria have signed die register.

Four marshals co-ordinating die Jo
hannesburg meeting were detained by 
security policc in an early raid on 
dicir homes. They arc former Univer
sity of the Witwatcrsrand SRC presi
dent Bcttina von Licrcs and fellow 
students Judy and Sarah Klipin and 
Ginger Payne.

Three of diem were later released. 
Payne is cxpcctcd to appear in court 
this morning on chargcs of posses
sion of banned literature.

Addressing the Johanncburg press 
confcrcncc. Dc Villicrs said (cut to 
comply widi Emergency regulations;

He challenged Minister of Dcfcncc 
General Magnus Malan to hold a ref
erendum and test how many young 
South Africans objcct to doing any 
scrvicc in his army.

He said many o f the objcctors 
would facc intense pressure both in 
their communities and work places 
for yesterday’s public stancc.

Dc Villicrs announced there will be 
custodians of the register in each re
gion for people who wanted to add 
dicir names to the objection list.

The register for the Johannesburg 
region will be administered by Rever
end Peter Storey of the Methodist 
Church, former South African Coun
cil o f Churches general secretary Dr 
Beyers Naudc, Bishop Reg Orsmond 
o f the Catholic Church and Professor 
Philip Tobias of the Wits University 
Medical School.

Some of the objcctors, who had al
ready done the two-year initial ser
vice, dcscribcd their experiences in 
the army which led to their disen
chantment with the SADF.

The National Jewish Conscientious 
Objectors citcd die SADF’s ongoing 
destabilisation o f die frontline states 
and role in die townships as well as 
the general militarisation of South Af
rican socicty as their conccms.

“Wc see our objection to serving in 
die SADF as an expression of our 
Jewish faith and heritage, and as loy
al to die majority of Soudi Africans,” 
they said in a statement.

The Durban news confcrcncc was 
attended by dozens o f the 86 Durban 
objectors, one of them a Bcncdictinc 
monk wearing long black robes. It 
was addressed by Archbishop Denis 
Hurley, Catholic archbishop of Dur
ban, who said it was a moving exper
ience to be present at an expression ol 
couragc, especially when it was "die 
outcome of very noble motives”.

In Port Elizabeth. 19 objectors, 
who included dircc ministers of relig
ion and three businessmen, publicly 
stated they would not serve in the 
SADF.

“Wc will respond to die call-up in 
different ways. Some will go to jail, 
odicrs will opt for religious objection 
status (cut to comply widi Emcrgcncy 
regulations),” said die objcctors.



‘I would do the same
again,’ says the spy 
who exposed Renamo

After six years' jail for charges 
under the Defence Act Roland 
Hunter left Pretoria Central this 
week. But he is still not free to 

say what really took place. 
By GAVIN EVANS
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TH ESA DF iniclligcncc corporal who 
first exposed the arm y’s active sup
port for Renamo emerged from nearly 
six years behind bars on Tuesday 
saying he had no regrets and was 
“completely unrchabilitatcd".

“ If such a situation arose again I 
would do the same thing —  only I’d 
do it better. I w ouldn’t get caught," of information about its operations. It 
said Roland Hunter a day after walk- became clear to them there was a leak 
ing out of Pretoria Central Prison. and the arm y’s investigations led to 

Had it not been for the govern- Roland’s arrest.” 
m cnt’s sensitivity about information On December 13, 1983, about 
Hunter had passed on to African Na- year after he first met the Hanckoms. 
tional Congress members Derek and Roland Hunter was detained. The fol- 
Trish Hanckom, all three would be in lowing day truckloads of soldiers and 
prison for at least the next decade. police burst into the Hanckom s’ bed- 

Instcad the Hanckoms, who served room with machine guns. For over 
shorter sentences, arc now public nine months the three were each kept 
ANC members based in Harare while in solitary confinement, before begin- 
Hunter is free \ ) follow a career as an ning tlieir.sentences in the white polit- 
cconomisL i' ti x tion  of Pretoria Central.

"I was gearing m yself up for a 20- 
year sentence,” said the tall 31-year- 
old. “But then they dropped the trea
son charges and 1 got the five-year 
maximum under the Dcfcncc Act for 
passing on military secrets to unau
thorised persons.

From the state’s point o f view the 
apparent reason for the lesser charges 
was their fear of the disclosure of the 
evidence Hunter had collected about 
the SADF’s role supporting Renamo 

- especially sincc there was talk of 
subpoenaing the state president.

Top cabinet officials met with their 
advocate, the late Ernie Wcntzcl, SC, 
and it was agreed that the trial would 
be held in camera and the three would 
plead guilty to lesser charges —
Hunter under the Dcfcncc Act and the 
Hanckoms for possessing literature 
o f banned organisations.

Because of the in camcra provision 
and the Dcfcncc Act, Hunter is still 
not at liberty to say what really hap
pened. This week he was still not 
prepared to talk about his work in the 
SADF or the proceedings of his trial.

For the rest of Lhc world the story 
broke almost as soon as the three grcc in economics and a diploma in 
were charged. But at home the first planning at Wits University. Hunter 
legal suggestion o f  what happened used his time in prison to complete a 

i o im c during a heated parliamentary Unisa economics honours degree and 
' °  :batc in May 1985 when Graham is currently finishing off a masters. 

""Iclntosh of the Progressive Federal “ I t’s possible to sleep your way 
arty accuscd the SADF of being “a through prison, but we all had deep 
ajor aggressor in southern Africa”, instincts against this. It’s important to 
In the debate M cIntosh callcd for remain disciplined and keep active.” 
untcr’s release, and described the He kept fit running around a tiny 
lemma the intelligence corporal concrctc courtyard, playing badmm- 
ust have felt on discovering the ton and lifting weights.
\D F ’s role in supporting Renamo. Those he left behind arc former na- 
He said H un ter’s tasks “were val commodore Dieter Gcrhardt. who 
nked to paying and supplying the was convicted for spying for the So- 
INR or Renamo (the rebel M o/am - vict Union, and ANC members K a i 
ican National Resistance Movement Nichaus, Rob Adam. Steve M arais 
ghting to topple the Frclimo govern- and Eric Pclscr. In another section arc 
lent) instructors and insurgents. Brocdcrstroom trialists Damien dc 
“Hunter must have felt the same Lange and Ian Robertson, who arc 

_Soral agony that a dcccnl German awaiting sentence, 
lust have felt when he realised the “Every six months the state presi
d e  was gassing Jew s, Slavs and dent’s offer that early releases would 
ypsics.” be considered if we renounce vio-
Today Hunter insists llicrc was no lcncc was repeated to the prisoners.” 
loral agony involved. said I luntcr. “This was an attempt to

’■“When I saw what I saw I knew divide us and to break the solidarity 
hat I had to do and the next step of political prisoners and we rejected 

* as to find out the best way of doing ' “

Roland Hunter... free again 
Picture: S T E V E  H IL T O N -B A R B E R
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»-i There was no anguish at all.”
4c first v isited  the H anckom s’

^ a g a lic sb c rg  dairy farm early in 
^83 “ to find out what they were do- 

in terms of rural development”.
£>oon he bccamc a frequent visitor,
, d as he put it, “die nature of the rc- 

ionship changcd very quickly”.
*J"hc initial indictm cnt against the 
*Tcc alleged that die Hanckoms had 
Ct up a secret communications nct- 

/^>rk with an ANC member, and dial 
r—rough these m eans H unter had 

isscd on a large quantity of stolen 
Gilitary intcllligcncc documents to the 
Canned movement.
^According to Derek Hanckom, die "-R ut at die moment his priority is to 
£NC in turn passed this on to Frcli- savour his freedom.

.  *jo who used it in their Nkomati nc- “ I’ve been out 24 hours and it’s ter- 
Cotiations wiUt the South African rif ic ,” he said on W ednesday, 
jw cm m cnt. “Tilings arc happening thick and fast

^  “The SADF knew Frclimo had a lot and I’m a bit overwhelmed.”

I luntcr intended io remain political
ly active, “wherever I can be u se fu l'^  

Last Thursday, five days before his 
release, the names Hunter and Hanc
kom appeared among the 771 who 
publicly announced their refusal to 
serve in the SADF. Hunter was ar- 
Tcstcd eight days before his two 
years’ national service was due to 
end, and he is adamant he will not/ 
serve if callcd up for camps. £

“ I am resolved never again to serve '1 
in die apartheid army. But I am not a 
pacifist and would be prepared to 
fight in dcfcncc of a just order in
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SADF warning as
‘conchie’ campaign

THE* SA  D cfcncc 
F orcc last night w arn
ed  tha t legal action 
w ould be taken  against 
m ilitary  o b jec to rs  who 
failed to  rep o rt for se r
vice. bu t added  tha t a 
s ta ted  in tention  to 
b reak  the law in the fu

tu r e  did not necessarily 
constitu te  a crim e.

The SADF was re
sponding to the launch of 
a National Register ear
lier yesterday at which 
more than 780 objcclors 
nationwide simultaneous
ly rejected military cons
cription.

“ Earlier this year, simi
lar reports were published 
that 142 men were going 
to refuse to render mili
tary service. *’

But an investigation 
into the claims, the SADI- 
said, had revealed that 
only nine had failed to 
turn up for national ser
vice or camps. The re
maining number had their

gets under way
cases either deferred, 
their addresses were un
known or were classified 
as religious objectors 
which entitled them to 
render community ser
vice.

“ It is, therefore, clear 
that the number of people 
who signed that statement 
is not a true reflection of 
the percentage of scrvicc- 
mcn who actually refused 
to render serv ice or failed 
to report for sc’V’. e ” 

lhc  SADI' went on to 
say that a meaningful 
analysis of how the 
people of the current list 
responded to their call- 
ups could only be as
sessed after the bi-annual 
intake and the citizen 
forcc commitment are 
made known.

The object of the nat
ional register was to en
sure that the spotlight re
mained focuscd on any 
official harassment of ob
jectors. to facilitate con
tact among them.

Police confirmed that 
four people had been 
questioned in conncction 
with the campaign.

They were not named 
by the police, who said 
three had been released 
but the fourth was still bc- 

! ine held late yesterday. 
The names were given 

in a pamphlet circulated 
j at Wits University by Bct- 
, tina von Licrcs. former 
j president of the Wits Stu

dent Representative 
Council; Sarah and Judy 
Klipin. and “ Ginger” 
Payne.

At the Johannesburg 
launch of the anti-cons
cription register, a law
yer. Mr Chris dc Villicrs. 
said more than 780 anti- 
conscription activists had 
“ stood up” at Press con
ferences simultaneously 
in the major centres.

In a statement issued 
bv him. he said 294 of 
these were people who 
had completed their in
itial periods of national 
service and 79 had com
pleted a portion of their 
citizen forcc camp liabili
ty.

He said the objectors’ 
group included scientists, 
lawyers, journalists, doc
tors. academics, profes
sors, engineers, bishops 
and priests.

Named as custodians of 
the register were Bishop 
Reg Orsmond (Catholic); 
the Rev Peter Storey 
(Methodist); Dr Franz 
Auerbach, of Jews for So
cial Justice; Prof Lourens 
du Plessis. of the Univer
sity of Stellenbosch; the 
Catholic Archbishop of 
Durban. Archbishop 
Denis Hurley; and a legal 
academic. Prof David 
McQuoid-Mason.

About 75 objectors at- 
! tended the Johannesburg 

Press confcrencc. and

about 40 of a reported 89 
signatories attended that 
in D urban, which was 
held at Archbishop Hur
ley's diocesan chancery.

The anti-conscription 
campaign also spread to 
Port Elizabeth where 19 
activists announced their 
refusal to serve in the 
army or join citizen forcc 
camps.

Among them was 17- 
year-old Roy Simpson, 
who is the youngest mili
tary objector out of the 
more than 780 protesters.

In a joint statement, 
the Black Sash, the Nat
ional Medical and Dental 
Association and the Hu
man Rights Trust said an 
increasing number of tax
payers were expressing 
alarm at the high spend
ing on military hardware 
and its maintenance.

“Such a wasteful use of 
our limited resources 
could be used on scarce 
resources such as hous
ing. health and educa
tion,” said the statement.

A group of 152 Cape 
Town conscientious ob
jectors made a public 
stand in Rondcbosch yes
terday as part of a nat
ional campaign. The old
est objector present was 
52.

At Stellenbosch 30 con
scientious objectors an
nounced their refusal.

Chairperson of the 
Rondcbosch meeting, Mr 
David Schmidt, said the 
banning of the End Cons
cription Campaign by the 
Minister of Law and O r
der. Mr Adriaan Vlok. 
had done nothing to re
duce the “ intense moral 
pressure” felt by objec
tors.

Among the objectors 
named at the Durban 
meeting were a former 
lieutenant in military in
telligence. Mr Paul Brink, 
while churchmen named 
as having put their name 
on the register included 
Benedictine Monk, Jur
gen Bczuidcnhout, Angli
can priests Ray Horracks 
and Charles Parry, and 
clergyman Nick Kerr.

The register is to be de
livered next week to the 
Minister of Dcfcncc. 
General Magnus Malan. 
according to the organis
ers.

Archbishop Hurley was 
quoted as saying he was 
“proud and honoured" 
that his premises had 
been choscn as the venue 
by the objectors to make 
their statement, and as
sured them of “our pray
ers and solidarity".

A statement supporting 
the objectors was also is
sued by the Five Freedom 
Forum.
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By CONNIE MOLUSI

l l l ; i \ l ) k l O S , , | 'y o u n j !  while.Soi'lli .AliK.m men li.n, 
piibliclv n  luscd in serve in the SADI 

l.iiunchm g ,i Register ofC'imscicncioii.s ( )bjvcinr\ u 
.Ktniimicsbur!; Ihis week. 772 men liable lor call 
.mnmmccd their decision to relu.se in serve.

Tlic men .Saul the ; will respond to the call „p „ 
. Sum c "•'ll S '1 I” jail, o thers will „,,| i,

religious o b je c to rs ta tu s . w ink  many will dtoosc In 
c t  *’ l,,c  ,n CN,,C w  constant evasion o f the ea 11 nj 
1)1 the 772 conscripts, I.til have completed

en ;'rn j T  'CL' i,ml 'T  lur M' Vc'"v  ............mem. 1.14 have com pleted som e of the ir initial serv tu  
4 have- com pleted some o f Ihcir cam p allotm ents an- 
lo  .ire liable lor reserve duties.

rhey could all face between IS months .,,,,1 ihre.
• im prisonntent lor refusing to serve

A total ol 49 ,,r  the 1.14 who have com pleted 
service were o llicers or noil-commissioned ol'lieeis 

M any are professionals. Among the 7 7 : «crc lush 
ops. doctors, lawyers, teachers, dem ists, compute, 
scientists, university lecturers and professors, enm 
users, lournahsts. niusieians. actors, and a compam 
ill reel or.

A group statem ent sai.l: "The solutions ........ .. nrol.
1 So11" '  A ln ca  are political and not m il,tan ’ \ \ , 

U l" ’ll’illed to using our skills to serve our eoii.in , „ 
a positive and constructive w ay

in I he" ,l '!s C;" " UI1 ljc ach ie\e il l>\ partieipaiio,

•Many thousands have ah ead ) died .South A lnca
'S " "  ,l'c:IM,,n "•'•>• f i l in g  should com ......

. ■' settlem ent can be achieved. W , ,u
no prepared lo be pari ol* t|,c governm ent \  war 

I lie conscripts declared llieir solidarnv u n i, M,|c, :
"  'lectors David Bruce,.Charles Hester and Saul Hai/o- 

"1 .mil called lor their im niediate release.
L h au m an  o f the .lohanncsburg-Pretoria remon ol

w hirhS,'l ' S Vlil,crs- « r» u p  Rights on 
which the next governm ent's constitutional dispensa-

ls L’ :lsci1 ,s sim ply apartheid  under another label 
IX- Vilhers, an A frikaans speaking lawyer who stud

ied at I rotor,:, university, said the objectors are draw,, 
rrom both the English and A frikaans speaking commu

A statem ent from church  worker M ichael Domini, 
fo iltier, said: The SADI- is involved in a range ol 
unchristian and unjustifiable activities.

r “ niicrsli" ’tling of the teachings and tradition? 
of the Roman Catholic C hurch, to which I adhere 
have made it clear to me tha t I can have no part in the 
SADI- or its activities."

A statem ent from the N ational Jewish Conscientious 
O bjectors eal ed lor alternatives to conscription lo be 
made available.

V\ e believe that non-punitive. constructive commu- 
ntty service provides such a concrete alternative t, 
m ilitary service. In this way national service will 
become benclicial to the entire South A frican commu 
ntty. said the statem ent.

T rade unionist Jerem y Baskin said: "I cannot sup 
port an arm y which is used to stifle protest and 
legitim ate opposition by the black majority in oui 
countrv.

a l r e a d y  s e r v m g  ja i l  ^ e n T c n l V ^ i m r e t l l m g ' t o  s e r v e  S A ° F * '*  y ° '1 rS  P n S o n  “  o r  ;1 l i f e  o (
B  P ic : D O N G A N I M N G U N I

country.”
V iyc  W cckbladcditar  M ax Du Preezsaid : "I believe 

in a non-racial dem ocracy and will object lo anv scrv.ee 
in the SADI- until it becomes the defence force ol' a 
new- apanhctd-frce South A frica, where cvcrybo.lv is 
• ice and has equal rights and voting power."
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COMMENT
Conchies

C O N S ID E R IN G  how things s tand , it was in
evitab le that a new  anti-conscrip tion  m ove
ment would be s ta rted , since the Hud C ons
crip tion  C am paign itself is restric ted .

To  the  radical L eft, conscrip tion  is a sw ear 
w ord.

The presence ol' Phe arm y in the tow nships is 
condem ned  and  the w ithdraw al o f the troops 
is dem anded  by the A N C  and  its fronts in 
South A frica.

T he SAI)1; is labelled an apa rth e id  force, 
though it has Blacks, C o loureds and Indians 
serv ing  in it as well as W hites.

I low evcr. the SADI-', tog e th er w ith the police, 
has helped  to end  the unrest in the tow n
ships. and both  stand  in the w ay o f the  A N C- 
SA C om m unist Party  attem p t to  m ake South 
A frica uu g o \e rn ab le  th rough the  defiance 
cam paign.

It suits the A N C -SA C P to  have young men 
refuse national service, since it is ano ther 
lo tm  ol defiance o f the S ta te  and its laws.

It suits the A N C -S A C P  to  have m orale in the 
S A D F  underm ined  by conscientious o b jec
to rs questioning  the na tu re  o f m ilitary serv ice 
and m aking unfounded  a llegations against 
the arm v. since a w eakened  SADI* w ould 
im prove the A N C 's hopes o f  defea ting  the 
security  forces (not tha t it eve r will).

It w ould also suit the A N C -S A C P  alliance and 
its fronts il the S A D F  w ere no longer in the 
tow nships, since they w ould be able again to  
set houses on fire, burn  o r  wreck schools, set 
up s tree t com m ittees, in troduce “ peop le’s 
co u rts" , necklace ‘inform ers*’ and  set fire to  
the hom es of policem en, and give the im pres
sion they w ere taking over.

F u rtherm ore , the cam paign against conscrip
tion focuses w orld a tten tio n  on the arm y, 
which is accused of help ing  to  suppress legiti
m ate an ti-governm ent activities in the tow n
sh ip s .

T h e  dem ands for the arm y 's  w ithdraw al from 
the tow nships are  fuelled  by the accusations 
o f the conchies.

Not that all conscientious o b jec to rs  a re  aw are 
of the m achinations o f the A N C -S A C P  o r 
a re  willing tools o f these revo lu tionary  o rga
nisations.

Som e have genuine religious ob jections to 
m ilitary services and  are given alternative 
service, including com m unity  w ork.

W hat the law does prevent is the refusal of 
m ilitary service on political grounds —  and it 
is precisely the young m en w ho a rc  im bued 
w ith radical ideology w ho a re  the biggest 
g roup o f conscientious ob jec to rs .

It is they w ho a re  trying to  put an ti-conscrip
tion back in the lim elight by form ing a N at
ional R egister o f ob jec to rs .

T he S A D F  says legal ac tion  will be taken  
against those w ho fail to  rep o rt for service —  
and w hatever the ou tc ry , here o r overseas, 
prosecu tions will follow and  young m en will 
be ja iled.

T hose who o rganise o r  suppo rt the N ational 
R egister must share responsib ility  for this. 

T he clam pdow n on o b jec to rs  docs not m ean, 
how ever, that the au tho rities  should  not do 
anyth ing  m ore than  punish those w ho evade 
military service.

T hev should be inquiring  w h e th e r, besides o b 
jections on purely religious g rounds, there 
may be o th e r ca tegories in which som e form 
of a lternative service w ould be app rop ria te . 

T he very harsh sen tences tha t can be im posed 
—  a couple o f conscientious o b jec to rs  are  
serving six years in ja il —  should  also be re- 
\ iewed.

T he w hole question  o f  the use o f m anpow er bv 
the S A D I’, including possible cu ts in the hvo- 
vcar period  o f national service, is being 
exam ined bv a special com m ittee, 

lu view of the end  o f  the B order W ar. the 
pullout from N am ibia, and  the growing 
peace initiative in S ou thern  A frica, the 
SAD I- does not have the sam e com m itm ents 
as il had previously.

Perhaps the num bers o f  m en called up a:, well 
as the period  of serv ice could  be reduced. 

I'hal docs not m ean the SADI* should  be less 
pow erful.

It is our bulw ark against a hostile w oild ; il is 
also the shield beh ind  which the rtfo rm s  tha t 
can bum : about a new South  A frica will be
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warns 
‘failure to report’

PRETO RIA. — T he SA  D e fen ce  F orce  la st  n igh t 
w arned  that leg a l a c tio n  w ou ld  be taken  a g a in st  
m ilita ry  o b jec to rs  w ho fa ile d  to rep ort for serv ice .

T h e  SA D F  w as r esp o n d in g  to the la u n ch  o f  a 
n a tio n a l reg iste r  e a r l ie r  today at w hich m ore than  
780 o b jec to rs  n a tio n w id e  s im u lta n e o u s ly  re jec ted  
m ilita ry  co n scr ip tio n .

•'E arlier  th is  year, s im ila r  rep o rts  w ere  p u b lish e d  
that 142 m en w ere  go ing  to r e fu se  to ren d er  m ilita ry  
serv ice ."

B ut an in v estig a tio n  in to  the c la im s, th e  SA D F  
sa id , r e v e a le d  th at on ly  n in e  o f  th e se  had fa iled  to 
turn up for n a tio n a l se r v ic e  or cam ps. — Sapa

TMK1NG A STAND
. . .  Pioneering ob
je c to r  Dr A n to n  
Eberhard, an ener
gy researcher at 
UCT, speaks at the 
Rondebosch meet
ing of 152 consci
entious objectors 
yesterday. Similar 
m e e t in g s  w e re  
held th ro u g h o u t  
SA in a national 
campaign against 
conscription.

P ic tu re : RICHARD BELL

u u i e e m i s  

in public 
protest 
against 
draft

A GROUP o f  152 Cape 
T own co n sc ien tio u s  o b 
jec to rs y e sterd a y  m ade a 
p u b lic  stan d  in R on d e
b o s c h  a s  p a r t  o f  a 
n a t i o n a l  c a m p a i g n  
a g a in s t  c o n s c r ip t io n .  
T he o ld e st  o b jec to r  pre
se n t w as 52.

T h ey  form ed part o f  a 
group o f  771 objectors  
countryw ide , 241 o f  them  
from  Cape Town.

A t  S t e l l e n b o s c h  30  
c o n sc ien tio u s  ob jectors  
ann oun ced  th e ir  refu sa l 
to serve  in  the South  
A frican  D e fen ce  F orce.

T he ann ual SA D F  in 
take rtcr:!~ r.t ?v«r 
40 000 young m en, it was 
r e l ia b ly  le a r n t  y e s te r 
day.

T h e  chairm an  o f  the  
R on d eb o sch  m eeting , Mr 
D avid Schm idt, sa id  the  
b a n n in g  o f  the E nd Con
scr ip tio n  Cam paign by 
the M in ister  o f  Law and 
Order, Mr A driaan  Vlok, 
had d on e noth ing to r e 
du ce  the ‘'in ten se  m oral 
pressu re"  fe lt by ob jec 
tors.

Mr Schm idt sa id  s im i
lar  m eetin g s w ere held  
y esterd a y  in  Port E liza 
beth , E ast London and  
G raham stown.

H e sa id  that o f  the  
nationa l figure of 771 o b 
jecto rs, 294 p eo p le  had 
co m p leted  their  in itia l  
se r v ic e  and 79 had also  
co m p leted  som e o f  their  
cam p lia b ilit ie s . Many 
had don e a ctive  serv ice  
in A ngola, N a m ib ia  and 
loca l tow n sh ip s, w hile.87  
h eld  rank. A n other 397 
p eo p le  had done no m ili
tary serv ice , w h ile  6 8  

w ere d o in g  or had don e  
“com m unity  se r v ic e ” as
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u 9  rn u

>> r-

a  ~ i >.

■< C 3 O O
75 O

- . 3  G P
£§* I 3 
s s g bO tO |_G _G
.^ 5  p  o

a t ”o  U j-G 10 
t -  c  'uO G G
c. - o
C.^ ’o
§ . 2  S  
g

G O C ^
~ o  2  ^

g ' l z S
o  u ~T

r- 3
g  u  °  2  
5  f  =  8

o  o  o

. G 
U  °

<3 C  -  N

. 0 ^ 3C ^  -G
C  — " O
-L  "* C .
.=? O 
-G  C  •—1 o

O .

-------------- - to
a 13 b 2

_  - s o

u  — -3
a  c . 2
.S3 ca
a  o §  c

'S  c  ^

rs C_ ■< 'cc.

CO

^  ok to +3>> C o  
^
^ 3  a s  o

3  Uo  o 
^  Es.

< Q 

' §  3Si

1 i C 6 u G
O 0

ra G . 3 0
^ 1 O *" —J

-O 0 _

t o
c

• 3
* 3

U
G * 3

O
O
>
O

LO
G s « 2 c i

>
O

0

O
C
u

O
G

75
C £ 0

75
* 3  ■ 
O  

- 3
G
> G  tO  

tO  G 0 Ow-«
• 3
G

; -c 
; p

SO G -  O 'a 0  g
•— o  c
*2 ^  ^  Pc  O ra G 75-G L-

2 3
1g  O  ; a

75 o  —: G .G —* 

& E

2  — 
G  Q

■“  <
r- =0

G « O_c: p t- g o  _
- 3  00

• 3 "-8 o

a  =  S  g  g 
3  =  3  . 5  3C a  I- r-£  a  o

Q -G  
<  w CO

; 00 ^  -r-, 

! p3^  °  
-  & §  G -3 ĉC U
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N E W S  7

Two brothers, Glen and Tom Robbins, who refuse 
to take up arms for the SADF, which they believe 
upholds the unjust system of apartheid.

"Wc a group o f  756 South  
Africans who arc liable to be con
scripted, have decided in £ood 
conscience and o f  our own ac
cord, that wc cannot serve in the 
S A D r .

On T h u rsd ay  21 S ep te m b er 
th is s ta tem e n t w as m ade at 

p ress  co n fe ren ces  all over S ou th  
A frica  as m en from  diffe ren t 
b ackg rounds and  political p e r 
suasions I old nl th e  reasons  they  
refuse to  serve. A m ongst the  750 
m en w ere lawyers, d o c to rs , 
tc ach e is , B ishops. university  lec
tu re rs, scientists. engineers-, 
business peop le , a rtis ts , 
m usicians, activist s tuden ts. 
r jn !ie  I >iii l>.in p ress co n fe ren ce  
A  held  at the A rc h b is h o p s  

C hancery  w as ad d re ssed  bv 
Paddy K earney nl D iakon ia w ho 
•poke mi b eh a lf  o f the  ic lig ious 
ob jec to rs , Steve C ollins, one o f 
the N ational C o o rd in a to r s  of 
the s tan d , Paul Brink an  ex -se r
vicem an and  A rch b ish o p  
I lurley.
A eco rd ing  to  the  p ress sta le - 

/■V m ent read  by S teve Collins, 
"the so lu tions to  the  p ro b lem s of 
S ou th  A frica  a re  po litical, not 
m ilitary”. T hey ail said  they 
w ould be com m itted  to  using 
the ir skills to  serve th e ir  coun try  
in a constructive o r a positive 
way but sa id  tha t "this cou ld  not 
be achieved  by p artic ip a tio n  in 
the  S A D F  which has "consis ten t
ly been  used to  upho ld  
ap a rth e id  and  is an  o bstac le  to  
peaceful change."

Paul D rink, w ho w as a  m ilitary 
in telligence o fficer in 

N am ibia for 14 m ortlhs sa id  tha t 
when lie w ent to  d o  his m ilitary 
service stra igh t afte r  schoo l "he 
d id n ’t really  think ab o u t it” but 
in N am ibia he began  to  question  
the  in tegrity  o f th e  S A D F s  a c 
tions th e re . Brink reco u n ted  an 
experience  w hen he  first arrived  
in N am ibia. H e  w as show n a 
‘family a lb u m ’ (as it w as ca lled ) 
which co n ta in ed  pho to s  o f  d ea d

religious reaso n s  can n o t in good 
conscicncc  serve in th e  S A D FThe s tan d  o f  th e  756 follows in 

th e  w ake o f  144 m en  last 
year w ho re fu sed  to  serve . A fter 
the  s tand , m any o f  th e  m en  w ere 
a rre s te d , inc luding  having 
firebom bs an d  b ricks throw n 
th rough  th e ir  b ed ro o m  w indow s. 
S om e o f the  m en w ho had  not 
been  ca lled  up for cam p s  w ere 
called  up  im m ediately  a f te r
w ards. In one  in s tance , Tam  
A lexander w ho h ad n 't been 
called  up  for ten  years w as asked  
to  serve fo r tw o days a n d  to ld  he 
d id  not have to  w ear a uniform  
and  cou ld  s leep  at hom e. H e 
w as ca lled  up  at a  tim e  when 
nobody else  w as due  to  rep o rt so 
acco rd ing  to  C ollins, "it was 
clearly  a d e lib e ra te  test by the 
S A D F .

When  asked  why M alan  
seem ed  so  p a ran o id  abou t 

conscien tious o b jec tion , C ollins 
said that "for the N ationalists  the 
military w as the ir last so lu tion  
w hen th e ir  could  not .... a p o liti
cal so lu tion  for p cace  in S outh  
A frica.

Acco rd ing  to L a u ren ce  P iper, 
S R C  P res iden t th e  main 

reason  he could  not serve was 
tha t he found it im possib le  to  be 
involved in the  n o n -rae ia l a l
liance with black s tu d en ts  and  
allow  h im self to  b e  conscrip ted  
into an  arm y p atro lling  a 
tow nship  w h ere  th e se  peop le 
com e from".

A fter th e  s tand  in 1988, the 
E nd  C on scrip tio n  C am paign

was res tric ted . It w as sa id  that 
M alan  was a ttack ing  th e  m es
senger bringing  h im  th e  bad  
news, ra th e r  than  d ea ling  with 
th e  .... causes o f  conscrip ts  
g rievances. A cco rd in g  to  an 
E C C  m em ber, the  la tes t public 
s tand  illustrates tha t th e  govern
m ent has d one  no th ing  in the 
in tervening  period  s ince  the  last 
s tand  to  ad d ress  the  ro o t o f  the 
problem .

object

"We refuse to serve”

Paul Brink, Steve Collins, Archbishop Hurley and Paddy Kearney
Sw apo and  o th e r  N am ib ian  
people.

O n a n o th e r  occasion  lie was 
taken  to  a h e lico p te r pad  

w here  th e re  w ere  "bits o f bod ies 
peeling  in th e  sun". H e  a lso  to ld  
of one b r ig a d ie r w ho bought 
d rinks for so ld ie rs  w hen they 
"shot kaffirs".

P addy  K earney , w ho  spoke on 
b eh a lf  o f  th e  relig ious o b je c 

tors, said  th a t th e re  w ere tw o 
m ain rea so n s  p re se n te d  by 
religious m en for refusing  to  
serve.

T he first reaso n  is b a sed  on 
universal pacifism . T h ese  

men feel th a t they  a rc  ca lled  to  
lollow  the  life, te ach ing  an d  ex
am ple o f  C h ris t an d  th is they  see 
as consisten tly  non-v io len t. T hey  
hold tha t C h ris tian s  a rc  a sk ed  to

p ractice  non-vio lence and  they 
w o u ld ‘see this as hold ing  tru e  
for all s itua tions no t only in 
S ou th  A frica.

T he second  g ro u p  feel bound  
to  take dec isions abou t 

m ilitary service on  th e  basis  of 
C hristian  teach ing  and  C hristian  
conscience. T hey believe th a t in 
cc rta in  clearly  defined  c ir 
cu m stances  it can  be leg itim ate 
for a C hristian  to take  up  arm s, 
but these  cond itions a re  far from  
fulfilled in S outh  A frica.The 86 D urban  o b jec to rs  said 

tha t they w ould resp o n d  to 
the  calling in d iffe ren t ways. 
S om e had  chosen  to  go  to  jail. 
O th e rs  op ted  for relig ious o b 
je c to r  status but the m ajority  
said  tha t they w ould have to 
choose  betw een "a life o f exile or

constan t evasion  o f  call-ups".

O f the  756, 185 have co m 
p le ted  th e ir  initial m ilitary 

serv ice and  70 have a lso  com 
p le ted  som e o f  th e ir  cam p 
liabilities. M any  had  d o n e  active 
serv ice in A ngola , N am ibia and 
in th e  tow nships. 112 had  held 
rank.

The van L oggcnbcrg  C o m m it
tee  w hich is cu rren tly  

accep tin g  subm issions from  the  
pub lic  on  im provem en ts to  the  
m ilitary  serv ice  system  will be 
notified  o f the  s tand  an d  the  
reaso n s  for it.

The conscien tious  o b je c to r 
su p p o rt g ro u p  (C L S G ) has 

ca lled  for a genu ine, non-pun i- 
tive, non-m ilitary  form  of 
na tional se rv ice  for all o b jec to rs  
w ho for m od, political o r

M O T H E R S . W IV ES, S IST E R S  
A N D  L O V E R S  a re  a ffec ted  by 
conscrip tion .

In light o f  the  s tan d  m ade by 
771 m en refusing to  serve in the 
S A D F  and the fact tha t S outh  
A frica is becom ing increasingly 
m ilitarized, conscrip tion  is an 
issue w hich affects all m em bers 
o f  society, w om en and  m en.

W om en a re  used  by the 
governm ent and  o th e r re la ted  
institu tions to  justify  the need  
for conscrip tion , since i» is the 
m en w ho must "go to  the  arm y to 
p ro tec t the w om en and  children" 
(sic). F u rther, w om en a rc  seen  
to  be n u rtu re rs  w ho can provide 
a "gentle shoulder" a l te r  the  h o r
ro rs  o f  war.

T h ese  so-called  ‘h o rro rs  o f 
w ar’ also have a negative affcel 
on society. V iolence in S outh  
A frica is on the inc rease , e sp e 
cially assault by m en on w om en 
in the  form  o f wife b ea ting  and 
rape . T he violence experienced  
in the  S A D F  is in ternalized , and  
taken  back in to  society  anil the 
family.

T h e  trad itional nuclear lam i- 
ly can  l»e affec ted  by 
conscrip tion  in an o th er way. 11 
may be broken  dow n w hen the 
nian is rem oved, unfairly leaving 
the  responsibility in the  h an d s  of 
one  person.

M ore and m ore  w om en are  
the re fo re  sup p o rtin g  the ir 
b ro th e rs, husbands, sons and  
lovers in the ir s tand  not to  serve 
in th e  S A D F  as co n scrip tion  a f
fects them  too.

Women
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FW het ses maande...
Max du Preez

DIE FW  de Klcrk-rcgering wai Dondcrdag 
bccdig is, word net scs m aande gegun om 
sckcrc fundam cniclc stappc tc docn wat 
S uid-A frika op  die pad na vredeen 'n op 
derhandelde skikking sal plaas.

Di£ ultimatum" kom nie net van binne- 
landse populere leiers nie. maar dit lyk asof 
die regerings in Londen. Washington en Bonn 
aan die self de lydlafel dink.

Die altcrnaiicf is verskerptc binnelandse 
konfiik cn n hcrnicudc sanksic-vlaag en druk 
uit die buiteland - selfs 'n krisis rondom die 
a (totaling van Suid-Afrika sc aansicnlike 
buiielandse skidd.

De Klerk was in die kol met sy 
inhuldigingstoespraak toe hy ecse hei “moot 
w(x>rde, mooi-klinkende loesprake en ruc- 
rende oproepe sal nie vrede op ons laat nccr- 
daal nie."

Een van die regcring se fclstc kritici, dr 
All;in Boesak, seas De Klerk binne scs maande 
sy bcloftcs uifgevoer het, "kan n mens begin

hoop kry vir die toekoms."
Die siappc wat nou allcrwcii van De Klerk 

geeis word, sluil in:
* Die onvoorwaardelikc vrylating van die 

ANC-leicrs Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, 
Ahmed Kathrada, Elias Moisoalcdi, Raymond 
Mhlaba, Andrew Mlangcni, Wilion Mkwayi cn 
van die vakbondlcier Oscar Mpctha;

* Dicvrylating vandiesowat240mcnsc wat 
ingevolge die noodtoestand sondcr vcrhoor

Kom die eerste kontnk met 
die ANC deur die 

D roederbond?
aangehou word;

* die ontpcrking van talle leiersfigurc soos 
Govan Mheki, I hirry Gwalacn /welakiie Sisulu;

* die opskoriing van die noodtoestand; cn
* die wctliging van die UDF en andcr orga- 

nisasies en minstens die gcdccltclike weuiging 
van die ANC self.

Vervnlg op bladsy 2
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Nee vir diensplig: 780 staan op

ro ep  van d ie w e ie ra a rs  in J o h a n n e s b u rg

F oto : S teve H itton-Barber- A lrapix

.w itZ } .»»-vrn«4, i

Jacques Pauw en Anton 
Steenkamp

DIE weermag het gistcr voor een van sy 
grootste krisisse nog tc staan gckom toe 
honderde jong  w it Suid-A frikancrs aan- 
gckondig het dal hulle weier om in die 
SAW  tc dicn. Ticntallc staar langtcrmyn- 
tronkstraf in die gcsig.

T een  g is tcrm iddag d ru k ty d  het 780 diens- 
p lig b a re  m ans u if  a llc  v la k k e  van d ie  sam e- 
Ic w in g  *n n u w e  n asionalc  reg is te r van d i-  
cnspligbcsw aardcs o n d ertcken . O n d c r hu lle  
is d o k tc rs , in g cn icu rs , regsgcleerdes, on- 
derw ysers , p re d ik a n te , jo e rn a lis te , a k a d e -  
m ic i en s tudente .

Sowat 'n derde van die beswaardes het 
reeds hul oproepvorms ontvang om vroeg vol- 
gende jaar met nasionale diensplig van twee 
jaar te begin. Indien hul sou weier. kan hul ses 
jaar tronk toe gestuur word.

Die nuwe vlaag van gewetensbeswaardes 
volg net 'n jaar nadat /‘13 beswaardes in Au
gustus verlede jaar in die openbaar aangekon- 
dig het dal hulle weier om in die weermag te 
dien.

Intcmasionalc tclcvisicnetwcrkc, buitlandse 
joernaliste en uitgcsoektc plaaslikc koerant- 
rnense het gistcroggcnd by n huis in Johan
nesburg vcrgadcr waar sowat sewcntig bc- 
swaardes aan die media voorgesiel is.

Die helc veldtog cn die insanicling van 
verklarings deur beswaardes het die afgelopc 
maande in die grootste gehcimhouding plaas- 
gevind uit vrees vir moontlike polisie en 
wecrmagoptrede.

Twee van die organiseerders van die veldiog, 
Wilhelm Licbenberg en Mike Avklan, word 
ingevolge die noodmaaireels aangeliou. Nog 
vier van die organiseerders is gistcroggcnd 
vroeg in hegienis genecm.

Die beswaardes sc in n gesanwmlike veikla- 
ring: "Sommige van ons sal tronk toe gaan. 
Andcr sal probeer om sls godsdiensbesw;iardes 
geklassifiseer tc word. Ons siaan vandag hier 
as geweiensbcswaardes cn is bewus van die 
moonilikc gevolge van ons dado.

“Ons is verbind daarloc om ons land op ‘n 
posiiiewc cn konsiniktiewe wvsc u* dien.

"Namibia sal binnckort onafhanklik wees 
na 'n oorlog van twee dckadcs waarin duisende 
mense dood is. Duisende mense het ook al in 
Suid-Afrika gcst<;rf. Daar is gecn rede hoekom 
die slagting in Suid-Afrika moet voortduur 
voor 'n ondcrhandeldc skikking bercik kan 
word nie," se die beswaardes.

Verskeic bcswa:irdc,s hei hulle rcdcs aangcvocr 
oor waarom hulle weier om ic dien en vcrtel 
van oorlogsondcrvindings in Namibia en An
gola. Weens die noodmaaireels mag dit nic 
gepublisccr word nie. Die berig is ook ingc- 
volge die noodmaaireels na regsadvies gescn- 
sor.

Hyna 3(X) van die beswaardes het reeds 
gedccltes van hulle nasionalc diensplig voltooi. 
Tussen hulle is daar ondcr mccr twee kapicins, 
20 luitcnanic cn ‘n gewese sersant van die 
gcvrccsde 32 Bataljon.

Die organiseerders kon nic die veldtog ad- 
vcrtccr o! ;uinkondig nie en die boodskap is 
mondelings versprei.

Dit was gisicr nog onduidelik of die veldtog 
wcuig is. De Villicrs se die Vcrdcdigingswei 
bcpaaJ dat mense nic aangemoedig mag word 
om diensplig te weier nie. Onder die 
noodmaatreels mag diensplig ook nic onder- 
myn word nie.

De Villicrs se dit is moomlik dal die staat 
stappe iccn die organiseerders mag docn. hocwcl 
hulle nooil enigiemand aangemoedig hei om 
diensplig tc weier nie. Tcrwyl die perskonfe- 
rensie gisicr gchou is, het polisicmannc in pri
vate klere in 'n geel polisiemotor voor die huis 
been en wcer gery.

Die nuwe vlaag van gewetensbeswaardes 
volg na hoogscmosioncle hofsakedie afgelopc 
jaar waartydens vier wcieraars vir tydperkc van 
lusscn agtien maande cn ses jsiar ironk loc 
gestuur is. Die sake het baic publisiieii in die 
buitejynd gcniet cn uii talle oordc is die regc
ring hewig gckritisecr.

De Villicrs hei gistcr daarop gewys dal die 
ses j;uir ironkstraf wat weieraars m Suid-Afrika 
opgele kan word, die swaarsic stral vir diens- 
wcicring lerwercld is. Talle drukgrocpe hei die 
afgelopc tyd druk op die rcgering uitgcocfen 
om alternaiiewc diens vir gewetensbeswaardes

Vervain °P bladsy 2
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V e r v o lg  r a n  b la d s y  1

Nee vir diensplig

Beyers Naude

in te stel.
'n S ituas ie  kan nou liks \o o rg e s le l w ord  w aar d ie 

“nuw e'' regering , w al se hy beyw er hom  v ir versoen ing , 
'lientaile jong  w it S u id -A frikaners tronk to e s tu u r om dat 
hulle w e ier om  in 'n w eerm ag  te dien w at ondcr m eer 
gebruilc w o rd  om  d ie  nood toestand  in stand  te hou.

D ie o rgan iseerders het g ister ook  aangekondig  dat 
beskerm here  landw yd aangeste l is om  die reg is te r te 
bew aar en  op  datum  te h ou. P rom inen te  geestelikes soos 
dr B eyers N aude. eerw  P eter Storey, b iskop D enis 
Hurley, p ro f  D aw id  B osch  en  b iskop R eg O rm ond  is as 
beskerm here  aangestel.

T w ee bekende regsgcleerdes, p ro f L ourens du  Ples- 
sis van d ie  U n ivcrsite it van S tellenbosch, en p ro f Jam es 
Lund van  d ie  U nivcrsite it van N atal sal ook as beskerm 
here optree.

Sow at 'n derde  van d ie  besw aardes is A fri- 
kaanssprekend. D e V illic rs , 'n oud -T ukk ie  en gew ese  
W eerm agoffisier. se: "O ns is trots daarop om  A frik a 
ners te w ees, m aar ons w e ier om  apartheid  te d ien . O ns 
is nie kom m unis te  nie."

B ekende A frikaanssp rekendcs w ie  se nam e in d ie 
register voo rkom , is o n d cr m eer A ndre  P  B rink, d ie  
Johannesburgse advokaat W im  Trcngove en p ro f W illem 
Saaym an van d ie tco log icdcpartcm cn t aan Unisa. Vcr- 
skeie A frikaansc teoloc se  nam e is in d ie reg iste r gclys.

O p S te llenbosch  het 31 gcw 'ctensbesw aardes hul 
w cicring om  in die S A W  tc dicn. bekend gem aak.

H ulle se in n vcrk laring: "Ons as Suid -A frikancrs 
w at n v rccdsam c  toekom s vir alm al in ons gem eenskap  
en hierd ie land w il verseker, verk laar h icrm ee da t ons 
stry v ir d ie  bceind ig ing  van ondcrdrukk ing  cn uit- 
buiting, en  da t ons o p  ondcr andcre  h ierd ie  w ysc bcsig 
is om  'n positiew e  en opbouende  bydrae  te lew er to t d ie  
bou van  'n  regverd ige  S u id -A frika ."
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SEVEN hundred and seven
ty-one young white South 
A frican men made history 
yesterday when they an
nounced that they were not 
prepared to serve in the SA 
Defence Force (SADF) as it 
"upholds apartheid".

For their stand the men 
face jail sentences, exile or a 
life of insecurity caused by 
constantly evading call-ups 
inside the country. Approxi
mately one third o f the 771 
face call-ups in January.

Announcing their suind at 
a press conference in Johan
nesburg yesterday, acting 
chairperson of the End Con
scription Cam paign (ECC), 
Chris de V illicrs, said the 
771 had decided lo launch a 
national register of conscien
tious objectors to enable all 
those refusing to serve in the 
SADF for anu-aparthcid rea
sons lo m ake the ir stand 
public.

Six prominent people arc 
custodians of the register in 
the T ransvaal and those 
wanting to join the 771 can 
do so through them. The six 
arc: Reverend Peter Storey, 
Dr Beyers Naude, B ishop 
Reg O rsm ond, D r Frans 
Auerbach. Dr Dawid Bosch 
and Professor Philip Tobi
as.

"The lim ing o f the an
nouncement o f our stand is 
to associate ourselves with 
the mass democratic m ove
ment's defiance campaign," 
said De Villicrs, who was 
constantly announcing new 
figures as .m ore peop le

joined the stand.
"We want to show that we 

arc also defying unjust laws 
in solidarity with the defi
ance campaign."

The ECC recen tly  un
banned itself as pari o f the 
defiance campaign . 1 ob
jectors arc currently ... "SS- 
ing a protest march on ihe 
offices o f defence minister 
Magnus Malan.

The Committee on SA War 
Resistance (Cosaw r), based 
in London, yesterday salut
ed the group's siand.

The objectors come from 
all over the country with 27 
from  Johannesbu rg , 241 
from C ape Tow n, K2 from 
Durban, 48 from Clraham- 
siown, 30 from P ieterm a
ritzburg, 26 from Stellen
bosch, 18 from Port Elizab
eth, 14 from Pretoria, nine 
from  E ast L ondon, four 
Irom Bloem fontein and 2(> 
from other areas.

One o f the 771, Douglas 
T orr, is facing a six year 
sentence for refusing lo go 
into the SAD F. A lthough 
Torr, as a trainee priesl, is 
eligible for alternative ser
vice, he has chosen not to 
apply to the board for relig
ious objectors.

If scnienccd, he w ill join 
o b jec to rs  D avid  B ruce. 
Charles Bcstcr and Saul Uai- 
zofin w ho arc all in prison 

' for their stand. B ruce and 
Bcstcr were given six-year 
scnlcnccs w hile Balz.otin. 
who had done his initial ser
vice, was given 18 months.

AKe politieke kom nentaar in hierdie uitgawe van Vrye Weekblad is deur Max du Preez,
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p i # -  it o i s e r v e  m
A N T I-C O N SC R IPT IO IV  activ ists throughout 
South Africa launched a natioual register yes
terday, con ta in in g  the nam es of 75G w hite  
South African men who are refusing to serve 
in the South African Defence Force.
'‘T h e  r e g i s t e r ' w a s '  
launched in Durban at the 
Dioscesan Chancery of the

Tha Durban r e p r e s e n U t lv e ib f l .Q t T » c ia  1 Secrets 
of the National Co ordinating Act.
Committee which o rganised  
the launch, Mr Steve Collins, 
said at a P ress  con ference  
that the reg iste r was designed 
to fa c ilita te  con tact among 
conscicntioua ob jecto rs  and 
to en su re  the  sp o tlig h t re-

•  There were sim ultaneous 
Press conferences in Johan 
nesburg, Cape Town, P reto r
i a ,  G r a h a m s t o w n  a n d  
Bloemfontein.

The convener of Johannes
b u rg 's  m e e tin g , a t to r n e y

m ained on o ff ic ia l h a ra » j-  Chris de Villiers, said most 
ment of objectors. ’ '■ f 1 1 objectors supported alterna- 

'Our backgrounds and po- t*ve, non-m ilitary, non-puni- 
lit ic a l p e rs u a s io n s  a re  dl- tive methods of serving in the 
verse. Each of us has our own A defence force, -y, 
individual reason for objpfct- f j " ‘A m o n g 'o u r  g ro u p  a r e  
ing to m ilitary  s e rv ic e , '1 he prom inent scientists, lawyers, 
said. * doctors, academics, journal-
--‘We have and will respond ists, pro fessors, en g in eers , 
to the  c a ll-u p  in d if f e r e n t  Bishops and priests.’
ways. Some have chosen to go 
to jail. O thers will opt for re 
ligious status. • ' '

Custodians
'M any o f us w ill have to 

choose between a life in exile 
or constant evasion of caJJ- 
ups.'

About 40 men were present 
at the local launch, and 80 
Durban men are listed  on the 
register.

Archbishop Hurley and the 
D ean o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
N a ta l’* Law F a c u lty ,, P ro f  
David M oQuoid-Mason, a re  
custodians of the reg ister in 
Durban. "

9  E arlier in tjie day, four 
m arshalls co-ordinating the 
g a th e rin g  o f the  o b je c to rs  
were detained by police.

A m o n g  th e m  w as M iss  
B ettina  von U e re s , fo rm er 
president of the Student Ite-

&rcsentative Council a t Wits 
diversity. According to po

lice, th ree  o f the  fou r s tu 
d e n ts , in c lu d in g  M iss von 
U eres, were la ter released.

Cop-out
•  In c lu d e d  am o n g  th e  

. Grahamstown objectors was 
the city 's A nglican B ishop, 

i the Rt Rev David Russell. • h
He said it was a ’trem en

dous privilege' to be part of 
the group of objectors.

'We are part of a movement

Archbishop Hurley said the
C hurch  was ta iling  a c le a r

. . . . . „ a  „ { «  n e  a t e  u d i i  u i  a m ovem ent

fence in South Africa ' !9‘ help ln i!10 “ °P war and h e lP' le ce in boutn A iries. , ing t0 saVe lives. We’re build-
He said it was g privilege jng peace  here ( h e re ’s no

for ch u rc h  le a d e r s  to fin d
them selves urged on by young
people, who were mqklng a
‘m a g n if ic e n t s ta te m e n t  of
courage’.

One of the objectors who 
spoke a t the  P re s s  c o n fe r
ence, student Paul Brink, whp 
completed his m ilitary tra in - ; 
ing as a lieu tenan t in M ilita ry ; 
Intelligence, spent IS m onthf 
in northern  Namibia. "  . 1 

A fte r a la te r  tw o-m on th  
camp in the E astern T rans
vaal, he decided he would not 
serve in the SADF again.

Most o f  h is  e x p e r ie n c e s  
could not be re la ted  because 
o f th e  E m erg en cy  R egu la->  

'- a -  , .  j.j> . -'u j i 1. n m . m w - 'i

question of a cop-out — its 
what we believe will be an 
act of peacemaking and patri
otism.

'W e're the people who care 
abou t th is country  becau se  
we are ready to suffer the 
costs of our caring.”'

•  Saps reports that the S A 
Defence Force, in responding 
last night to the launch of the 
register, warned that legal ac
tion would be taken against 
military objectors who failed 
U> report for service.

It' added, however, tha* a 
stated intention to break the 
law in ftiture did not neces
sarily constitute a crime.

Unknown
‘E arlier this year, sim ilar 

reports were published that 
142 men were going to refuse 
to render m ilitary service.’

But an investigation  into 
the claims, the SADF said, 
had revealed only nine had 
failed to turn  up for national 
service or camps.

The remaining num ber had 
their cases deferred, or th e ir  
addresses were unknown, or 
they were classified as reli-

N a t i p n a i r g g i s t e r  o f a r n j y  

objectors IftpicJie^ tfite;;

A NATIONAL register of 
vfcpnaclcfltious o b jec td n ff  
was launched oationwitjf ;.; , bishotf'H.urle^atjd 
today , co n ta in in g  ,, y e r  {?rofes?OE P a v id  
names of 756 white goyth '??. i ;
African men who will" " S p e a k in g  a t th e  
not serve in the South launch, Archbishop Hur- 

jVfricanDefenceForce. l v l ey spid it was a prlvl- 
In Durban, the register' 1|.’ lege  for church leaders 

w a s  ann oun ced  at to find themselves urged 
Press conference at the: on by these young peo- 
Dloscesan Chancery of pie. ‘ f  ;*
the Most Rev Denis Hur- “ We assure them of 
ley, Catholic Archbishop our prayers and soiidarir 
of Durban. r- t y / ’

About 8 6  of the men on ■ Among the religious 
the register are froijVA- '* leaders whose names are 
D u rb an, about 40 qif, 'y on the register are Bene- 
whom were present f t   ̂ dictine mgnk Jurgen Bor' 
yie  launch. ’ ^ 'zu ldenhfljjtrA nglican

Of the 756 men w|?{t '* priests Ray Horocks and 
are on the register, 11? of .^ C h a r les Rarryifand cter-*'

, them have held rank ift,; t  gymajj 'W  ■>
the SADF, 6 8  have donft- vh The' register w ill be 
or are doing community delivered to the Minister 
sei-vif^; and 4?8' hayM  \ o t  D e fe n c e ,'  G en era l 
done no military service.*' Magnus Maian. -J# •»
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Objectors’ register launched
A national reg ister  o f the nam es  
o f 770 co n sc ien tiou s ob jectors  
w a s launched in Johannesburg  
today.

About 75 of the 265 objectors  
in the Johanneburg area  atten d 
ed a se c re t p ress con feren ce  
w h ere  they d ec lared  they  w ould  
rather  fa c e  ja il or e x ile  than  
se r v e  in the SA DF.

A ttorney Mr Chris de V illiers, 
one of the 143 ob jec to rs w ho last 
y e a r  publicly  s ta ted  his oppo
sitio n  to m ilita ry  conscrip tion , 
sa id  an in crea sin g  num ber of

p eop le  w ere  un w illing  to serve.
Custodians o f the reg ister  in

clu d e  B ishop P e te r  S torey  of the 
M ethodist Church in Johannes
burg, A rchbishop D en is H urley  
in Durban, B ishop D avid  R ussell 
in G raham stow n , P rofessor  
Lourens du P le ss is  o f the Uni
v ers ity  of S te llenb osch , P rofes
so r  J a m es Lund of the U n iversi
ty  o f N a ta l in M aritzburg, B ish
op B ruce E v a n s in P ort E liza 
beth, and the R everen d  D ouglas  
B a x  in Cape Town. -  Staff 
R eporter.

Objectors 
warned 
by
S ta ff R e p o rte r 

and O w n  C o rre s p o n d e n t
P v h  V k

1H L  South A lrican D efen ce  
Force (S A D F ) has w arned c o n 
sc ien tio u s ob jectors that it w ill 
co n tin u e  to take legal action  
■gainst them  if  they  fail to re

port lor  serv ice .
A S A D F  sp okesm an  said i f  a 

person w ere found g u ilty  o f  re
fusing to do m ilitary serv ice , lie  
faced im prisonm ent.

T h e  S A D F  revealed  its find
in g s  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
laun ch ed  alter rep orts earlier  
this year that 142 m en w ere  
go in g  to refuse to do m ilitary  
serv ice .

A total o f  31 had been  called  
up for their tw o -y ea r  national 
serv ice  and had been  granted  
d e f e r m e n t  o n  a p p l ic a t io n ,  
w h ile  anoth er 33 w ere called  up  
in F eb ru ary  and w o u ld  only  
have b eco m e liable for service  
in A u gu st.

T h e  sp o k e sm a n  a lso  said  
that on ly  seven  m en w h o  had to 
co m p lete  national serv ice  failed  
to rep o rt an d  ca ses  a g a in st  
them  w ere  being  investigated .

T h e  rest o f  the group in
cluded  relig iou s ob jectors w ho  
rendered co m m u n ity  serv ice.

© A n a tio n a l r e g is te r  o f  
c o n s c i e n t io u s  o b j e c t o r s ,  at 
present com prisin g  m ore than 
770 you n g  South A fricans liable  
to  b e  c o n s c r i p t e d ,  w a s  
launched in Johannesburg  y es
terday.

A bout 75  o f  the 265  co n sc i
en tiou s ob jectors in the Johan
nesburg area atten ded  a secret 
P ress con feren ce  w h ere they  
declared th ey  w ou ld  rather face 
jail or  life  in ex ile  than serve  in 
the S A D F .

T h e  SA DI'-, they said , was 
r e s p o n s ib le  for  the m a in te 
nance o f  apartheid and was 
t h e r e f o r e  “ a n  o b s t a c l e  to  
p eacefu l ch a n g e” .

A tto rn ey  M r Chris de V il
liers, w h o  was one o f  the ob jec
tors w h o  last year publically  
stated their opp osition  to co m 
pu lsory m ilitary con scr ip tion , 
said m ore and m ore people  
cou n try w id e  w ere o p p o sed  to 
serv in g  in the S A D F  and clam 
oured for a lternative n o n -m ili
tary serv ice .
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Conscription: Wits 
students speak out

-  ■ ■ ..........C itizen R ep o rte

A B O U T  40 men students 
from Wits University 
gathered on the stage of 
the Great Hall and spoke  
against military conscrip
tion at a m eeting o f the 
M ilitarisation A ction  
Com m ittee (M A C ) at 
W its yesterday.

Speakers told the m eet
ing o f about 2 0 0  students, 
that the number o f  m ili
tary objectors nationwide

had recently risen from 
780 to more than 800.

The speakers, from 
various student organisa
tions, declared their refu
sal to serve in the South 
African D efence Force 
and gave reasons.

They called for the re
lease o f conscientious-ob
jectors, David Bruce, 
Charles Bester and Saul 
Batzofin, and stresed that 
each objector had made

individual decisions why 
they would not serve.

Their dem ands were 
for an alternative form of 
service, and “different 
from what government 
called alternative”.

“W e want to build our 
South Africa, not destroy 
it ,” one said.

A  member o f  the Stu
dent Representative’s 
C ouncil, and o f M AC, 
said the sole purpose of 
the SA D F  was to uphold 
W hite majority rule in 
South Africa.

“ I refuse to serve in 
such an army and in all 
likelihood I’ll have to 
serve six years in prison,” 
he said.

9 EL men join stand
conscriptionagainst

E A ST  LO NDO N — N in e  
E a st L on d o n  c o n sc r ip ts , 
in d e c la r in g  th e ir  a b h o r 
r e n c e  o f  a p a r th e id , 
m a d e a stan d  h e r e  y e s 
terd a y  a g a in st  se r v in g  in  
th e  S o u th  A fr ica n  D e 
fe n c e  F o rce .

T h e  n in e  jo in e d  fo r ce s  
w ith  48 o b je c to r s  in  G ra
h am sto w n , 18 in  P ort 
E liz a b e th , 241 in  C ape  
T ow n . 26 in S t e l le n 
b o sch , 12 in  P re to r ia ,  
four in B lo e m fo n te in , 82 
in D u rb an , 30 in  P ie te r 
m aritzb u rg  and  26 from  
o th e r  c e n tr e s , e x p r e s s 
in g  th e ir  o p p o s it io n  to 
e n fo r c e d  co n sc r ip tio n .

A t a r eg io n a l g a th e r 
ing  h e r e , th e  c o n sc r ip ts  
a d d ed  th e ir  n a m es to a 
n a tio n a l r e g is te r  o f  c o n 
s c ie n t io u s  o b je c to r s  d e 
s ig n e d  to fa c il i ta te  c o n 
ta ct a m on g  th em  and  
e n su r e  th e  sp o tlig h t  r e 
m a in e d  fo c u se d  on  o ff ic 
ia l h a r a ssm en t o f  su ch  
in d iv id u a ls .

In a s ta te m e n t  r e 
le a s e d  by th e  N a tio n a l  
C o -o rd in a tin g  C om m it
t e e  for th e  la u n ch  o f  th e  
R e g is te r  for C o n sc ie n 
t io u s  O bjectors, th e  o b 
je c to r s  sa id  th at w h ile  o f  
d if fe r e n t  b a ck g ro u n d s  
and p o lit ic a l  p e r su a s 
io n s  e a c h  had  th e ir  ow n  
r e a so n s  for o b je c tin g  to 
m ilita ry  se r v ic e .

T h e y  sa id  th ey  w e r e  
co m m itte d  to u s in g  th e ir  
s k il ls  to se r v e  th e  c o u n 
try in  a p o s it iv e  and  c o n 
s tr u c tiv e  w ay and  b e 
l ie v e d  th is  c o u ld n ’t b e  
a c h ie v e d  by p a r tic i
p a tio n  in  th e  SA D F .

T h e  c o n v e n e r  o f  th e  
J o h a n n e sb u r g  m eetin g , 
Mr C hris d e  V illie r s ,  
sa id  r e s p o n s e s  to th e  
c a ll-u p  v a r ied .

“ S o m e w il l  go to ja il. 
O th ers w ill  o p t for r e l ig 
io u s  o b je c to r  sta tu s. 
M any o f  us w ill c h o o se  
b e tw e e n  a l ife  in  e x i le  
or c o n sta n t e v a s io n  o f  
c a ll-u p s .

Mr D e V il l ie r s  sa id  
th e y  h e ld  l i t t le  h o p e  o f  a 
c h a n g e  in  sta tu s in  v iew  
o f  th e  r e c o n c ilia to r y  
g e s tu r e  by th e  sta te  
p r e s id e n t, Mr F. W. D e  
K lerk.

“ N o th in g  has ch a n g ed . 
T h e  la w s a ffec t in g  o b 
je c to r s  rem a in  as s t if f  as  
e v er . T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  
no m o v es for a lte r n a tiv e  
c o m m u n ity  w ork  for  
th o s e  w ho w a n t it. M any  
f e e l  th a t th e  in it ia ls  o f  
th e  n ew  a d m in is tr a tio n  
h a v e  ch a n g e d , not th e  
s u b s ta n c e .”

In c lu d ed  am ong th e  
G rah am stow n  o b je c to r s  
w a s th e  c ity ’s A n g lic a n

B ish o p , th e  R ight R e v er 
e n d  D a v id  R u sse ll.

B ish o p  R u sse l l  sa id  it 
w as a “ tr e m e n d o u s  p riv 
i le g e ” to be part o f  the  
group  o f  o b jec to rs .

“W e a re  p art o f  a 
m o v em en t h e lp in g  to 
s to p  w ar and  h e lp in g  to 
sa v e  liv e s . W e’re b u ild 
ing  p e a c e  h e r e , th ere 's  
no q u e s t io n  o f  a cop -ou t  
—  its w h a t w e b e lie v e  
w il l  b e  an  a c t o f  p e a c e 
m a k in g  an d  p a tr io tism ,” 
h e  sa id .

“ W e're th e  p e o p le  
w h o c a re  a b ou t th is  
co u n try  b e c a u se  w e  arc  
rea d y  to  su ffe r  th e  co sts  
o f  ou r  c a r in g .”

R e fe r r in g  to h is  s itu a 
t io n  reg a rd in g  th e  
SA D F , B ish o p  R u sse ll  
sa id  h e  w a s “p o te n tia lly  
e lig ib le  to se r v e  in 
“D a d ’s A rm y”. If the  
sta te  w a n ts to  tak e  m e to 
task  for  r e fu s in g  to  
se r v e , th ey  ca n , and so  
h e lp  m e  G od.”

•  T h e  SA D F  has w ar
ned  th a t le g a l ac tio n  
w o u ld  b e  ta k en  a g a in st  
m ilita ry  o b je c to r s  w ho  
fa ile d  to rep o rt for s e r 
v ic e , b u t a d d ed  that a 
s la te d  in te n tio n  to b reak  
th e  la w  in th e  fu tu re  d id  
n ot n e c e s s a r ily  c o n s t i
tu te  a cr im e. — S ap a
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