
A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.

Article 331. —  As regards offences against morals, carnal connection with a person of either sex is considered as rape 
(yiolenza carnale) when that person at the time of the act was under 12 or, if the offender is a relative in the ascendant 
line or the guardian or tutor of such person, under 15.

JAPAN .

A g e  o r  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.
Article 3. —  Persons shall attain their m ajority when they have completed their twentieth year.
Article 765. —  Marriage m ay not be contracted by a man until he has completed his seventeenth year or by a woman 

until she has completed her fifteenth year.

Article 772. — - In order that marriage m ay be contracted, the consent of the father and mother of each of the parties 
is necessary. This rule does not, however, apply if the man has completed his thirtieth year or the woman her twenty- 
fifth year.

If one of the parents is unknown or is deceased or has left his fam ily or is incapable of expressing his opinion, the 
consent of the other parent shall suffice.

If the two parents are unknown or deceased or have left their fam ily or are incapable of expressing their opinion, 
the minor must obtain the consent of his guardian and of the fam ily council.

Article 773. —■ If a child’s step-father or step-mother or the wife of a father who has legitimised his natural child does 
not consent to the marriage of the child, the said child m ay contract marriage if he obtains the consent of the fam ily council.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.
Article 176. —  A ny person who commits an act of indecency b y  the aid of violence or threats upon a person of either 

sex aged 13 years or more shall be liable to imprisonment . . . This shall also apply to any person who (under any circum
stances) commits such an act on a person of either sex aged less than 13 years.

Article 177. —  A ny person who has sexual intercourse by  the aid of violence or threats with a woman aged 13 years 
or more shall be guilty of rape and shall be liable to a term of imprisonment. This shall also apply to any person who 
(under any circumstances) has sexual intercourse with a woman aged less than 13 years.

Article 179. —  In the cases dealt with in the two preceding articles an attem pt to commit the offence is punishable.
Article 780. —  An application for the annulment of a marriage contracted in violation of the provisions of Articles 

765-771 m ay be addressed to the court by  one of the parties, by  the head of the family, by  the parents of either of the 
parties or by  the Imperial Prosecutor. The right of the Imperial Prosecutor lapses on the death of one of the parties. 
An application for the annulment of a marriage contracted in violation of the provisions of Articles 766-768 may also be 
made b y  the^iusband or wife or by  the previous husband or wife of the party concerned.

Article 781. —  No application for the annulment of a marriage contracted in violation of the provisions of Article 
765 m ay be made after the husband or wife, having married before the legal age, has attained the said age.

A ny person who has contracted marriage before the prescribed age m ay himself apply for its annulment within a 
period of three months from the date at which he attains the said age unless he has recognised the validity of the marriage 
after having attained such age.

LATVIA.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Marriage Law.
Article 2. —  It is forbidden for men to marry under 18 years of age or for women under 16.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.
Chapter 27.

Article 5 13 . —  A ny person who commits an indecent act: (1) with children under 14 years of age; (2) with minors 
between 14 and 16  years of age, without their consent, or with their consent but in abuse of their innocence, shall be 
punished by internment in a house of correction . . .  by  imprisonment.

Article 5 1 7 .  —  A n y person who seduces a girl between 14 and 21 years of age in his custody, charge or care shall be 
punished b y  imprisonment.

Article 520. —  A ny person who has sexual intercourse with minors between 14 and 16  years of age without their 
consent, or w ith their consent but in abuse of their innocence . . . shall be punished by internment in a house of correction 

Attem pts to commit this offence are punishable.

LUXEM BURG.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.

Under Article 144 of the Civil Code, "  no male under 18 years of age or female under 15 years of age m ay contract 
marriage " , Nevertheless, under Article 145, the Grand Duke may grant dispensation for serious reasons.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.

In laying down penalties for sexual offences, the Luxemburg Penal Code does not differentiate between male and 
female victims.

In these offences, the absence of consent and the youth of the victim  constitute aggravating circumstances.
An indecent assault on a child under 14 years of age is punished with imprisonment.



M ONACO.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.

Article 116. —  Males under 18 and females under 15 years of age m ay not contract marriage.
Article 117. —  The Prince, however, has the right to grant dispensations in respect of age if there are serious reasons 

for so doing.

A g e  o p  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.

Article 327. —  Any indecent act committed or attempted without violence on the person of an infant of either sex 
under the age of 15 years shall be punishable by  confinement (reclusion). A n y  ascendant who commits an indecent act 
on the person of a minor, even if the latter is more than 15 years of age, shall be liable to the same punishment unless the 
minor is emancipated by marriage.

NETHERLANDS.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Article 86 of the Civil Code (as regards the European territory of the Kingdom of the Netherlands) lays down that the 
age-limit for marriage is 18 in the case of males and 16 for females. In Surinam and Cura9ao the ages are 18 and 15 
respectively. The stipulation as to age m ay be waived, however, if there are urgent reasons for such a step.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.

Article 245. ■—- Sexual intercourse with a female between the ages of 12 and 16, except where the parties are married, 
is punishable b y  imprisonment . . .

Article 248 c. —  Above the age of 16, sexual intercourse does not constitute an offence if the victim  consents, except 
in the case of a minor* of good character who is seduced.

Articles 247-248. —- Immoral conduct of any kind with a girl of less than 16 years is prohibited.
Article 249. —  Above that age, immoral conduct is only punishable when a special relationship exists between the 

offender and the victims, as, for example, in the case of parents or guardians and their children or wards, teachers and 
pupils, masters and employees, doctors or persons in charge of hospitals or similar institutions and persons admitted 
to them.

Similar provisions exist in the penal codes of Surinam and Curasao, except that the age below which sexual intercourse 
is prohibited unless the parties are married is 14 in Surinam and 15 in Curasao, instead of 16 as in Europe.

NEW ZEALAND.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

The legal age of marriage in New Zealand is the same as in England, viz., a girl m ay marry at 12 years of age and a 
boy at 14.

There are no statutes bearing upon the point in New Zealand beyond the provision in the Marriage A ct that, if either 
party of a marriage is under 21 years of age, they must obtain the consent of their parents or guardians if in New Zealand. 
There is also a provision that, if the consent of the parent or guardian is unreasonably withheld, a Judge of the Supreme 
Court m ay grant the necessary permission.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Crimes Act.

Regarding the carnal knowledge of girls, the law of New Zealand is as follows:
(а) Section 2x4b. —  If the girl is over 10 and under 12 and consents, the offender is liable t o . . . imprisonment and 

to be flogged once, twice, or thrice whether he believed her to be of or over that age or not.
(б) Section 218. •—  If a girl is over 12 and under 16 years and consents, the offender is liable t o . .. imprisonment, 

unless the girl is of the same age or older than the offender. Provided that it  shall be a sufficient defence to any charge 
under the section in question if it  is made to appear to the jury that accused was under the age of 21 years at the time of 
the commission of the offence and had reasonable cause to believe that the girl was of or over the age of 16 years. No 
prosecution for an offence under this section m ay be commenced more than nine months after the commission of the offence.

NORWAY.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

A  man under 20 and a woman under 18 cannot contract marriage without the permission of the competent magistrate. 
No person under 21 can contract marriage without the permission of his or her parents or guardian.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.

Article 196. ■—  A ny person who has immoral relations with a child under 16 years of age shall be liable to imprison
ment. . .

Article 197. —  A ny person who has immoral relations w ith a person under 18 years of age who is under his authority 
or care shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months. Misapprehension as to the victim ’s age shall 
not be admitted as an excuse.

N .B . —  In a certain number of provisions concerning offences against morals, the age of the victim  is considered 
in fixing the penalty, a more severe penalty being imposed when the crime has been committed against a minor.

1 I.e., less than 21 years of age.



POLAND.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

The legal age for marriage is as follows in Poland:

I. In former Russian territory.

A. Former Kingdom of Poland at the Congress of Vienna: 

impedie 5̂ ° UDder 18 °r female under 16 may contract marriage (Law of 1836 on Marriage, Article 6: impedimentum

(b) Persons under 21 m ay not m arry without the consent of their father, mother or guardian (idem, Article 15).
a I  A male under or f,emale under 12 m ay not contract marriage (idem, Article 8; impedimentum dirimens).
Absence of consent constitutes impedimentum impediens.

Remark. —  For non-Catholics, similar rules are contained in Articles 99, 125, 129, 130 and 180 of the 1836 Law  of 
Marriage.

B - territory which formed part of the former Russian Empire proper. —  The civil law in force is Part X, Vol. X , of the 
tatute Book of the former Russian Empire. According to Articles 3 and 63 of the above-mentioned volume, no male under

18 or female under 16 m ay contract marriage.

II. In  former Austrian territory.

(а) Persons under 14 m ay not contract marriage (§§48 and 21 of the Austrian Civil Code: impedimentum dirimens).
(б) Minors {i.e., persons under 21) m ay not contract marriage without the consent of their father, guardian or the 

ourt which exercises wardship (idem §§49 and 50). Absence of such consent constitutes impedimentum dirimens.
emark. In the former Hungarian communes of Spisz and Orawa, under a Ministerial Decree dated September 

i4th, 1922 (§ 4b, Journal of Laws, No. 90, 1922, item 833) the provisions of the Hungarian Law  of 1894 apply if the 
marriage is contracted under Hungarian Law, while those of the Austrian Civil Code of 1811 apply if it is contracted 
under Austrian Law.

III. Former Prussian territory :

(a) No male under 21 or female under 16 m ay contract marriage (§1303 of the Civil Law: impedimentum impediens).
(b) Minors m ay not contract marriage without the consent of their representative at law; legitimate children under 

21 years may not marry without the consent of their father, and illegitimate children without the consent of their mother. 
Absence of such consent in the former case constitutes impedimentum dirimens privatum, and in the second case impedimen
tum impediens (idem, §§1304, 1305, 1331).

(c) Persons under 7 years of age cannot contract a valid marriage (idem, §§ 1325, 104: impedimentum dirimens).

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .
I. In  former Russian territory.

Articles 513, 514, 515, 516, 517, 518, 519, 520, 521, 522, 523, 524, 525, 526 (i), 592 (9) of the Russian Penal Code of 
1903 (which is in force in the territories of the former Kingdom of Poland at the Congress of Vienna and also in the 
territories which formed part of the former Russian Empire proper) lay down rules in regard to age as constituting an im
portant circumstance in offences against public morals. The following are the articles in question or extracts from them:

Article 5 I3- A ny person committing an indecent assault on: (a) A  child under 14, (b) Minors between the ages 
of 14 and 16, without their consent, or w ith their consent but abusing their inexperience, shall be punished with penal 
servitude.

Article 520. A ny person having sexual intercourse with a girl between the ages of 14 and 16, without her consent, 
or with her consent but abusing her inexperience, shall be punished with penal servitude.

Attempts to  commit this offence shall also be punishable.
Article 521. A ny person having sexual intercourse with a girl between the ages of 14 and 16 who has not abused her 

inexperience but has taken advantage of her defenceless condition, shall be punished with imprisonment.

II . In  former Austrian territory :

Articles 126, 127, 128, 132 (IV), 133 of the Austrian Penal Code of 1851 contain provisions in regard to age as constitut
ing an important circumstance in offences against public morals.

Article 128. A ny person who, in order to satisfy his carnal desires, attempts in any manner (other than that referred 
to in Article 127) to commit indecent assault on a boy or girl under 14 is guilty (provided the act does not constitute a 
crime within the meaning of Article 129b, i.e., indecent conduct with a person of the same sex) of the offence of rape, 
and shall be punishable with hard labour.

Remark. The same provisions of the Austrian Penal Code are in force in the Hungarian communes of Spisz and 
Orawa.

I I I .  In  former Prussian territory :

Articles i 73» *74* I 7 »̂ I 7 >̂ 181, 182, and 184 a of the Penal Code of 1873, or parts of the same, lay down rules in 
regard to age as constituting an important circumstance in offences against public morals.

Article 176. A n y  person guilty of committing an indecent assault on children under 14, or encouraging them to 
commit such offences or allow themselves to be treated in a lascivious manner, shall be punishable with hard labour.

Should there be extenuating circumstances, the sentence may be one of imprisonment.
Article 182. A ny person seducing a virgin under 16 for the purpose of sexual intercourse shall be punished with 

imprisonment. Proceedings are only to be undertaken at the request of the parents or guardian of the person seduced.

ROUM ANIA.

I. OLD PR O VIN CES.
A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code

Article 127. —  No male person may contract marriage before attaining the age of 18 years, and no female person 
before attaining the age of 15 years.

Article 128. —  Dispensations m ay be granted only by  the K ing for serious reasons.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.

Article 263. —  A ny person committing or attempting to commit an indecent act without violence against a child 
of either sex under the age of 14 years shall be liable to imprisonment. . .



II. B E SSA R A B IA .
A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Under Article 3 of the Russian Civil Code, which is still in force, males m ay marry when they are over 18 and females 
when they are over 16.

In certain exceptional cases, the local religious authorities may accord dispensations for not more than six months.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

The penal legislation of the old Kingdom also applies to Bessarabia.

III. B U K O V IN A .
A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Paragraph 48 of the Austrian Civil Code, which is still in force, allows persons of either sex to marry from 14 years 
of age onwards. No provision is made for dispensation.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

In conformity w ith Article 128 of the former Austrian Penal Code, any assault on a child under 14, of either sex, 
is punishable with hard labour. . .

According to Paragraph 504 of the Penal Code, assaults on minors between the ages of 14 and 21, or their seduction 
by members of the fam ily or domestic staff, is punishable w ith imprisonment.

IV . T R A N S Y L V A N IA .
A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

The conditions regarding age are the same as in Bessarabia, but it is the Ministry of Justice which has the right to 
accord dispensations.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

In conformity with Article 236 of the Penal Code, if an assault is committed on a child under 14, the penalty is. . . 
hard labour.

SALVADOR.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.
Article 102. ■—  The following are absolutely unqualified to contract matrimony: (1) males who have not reached 

16 years of age; females who have not reached r4 years of age. . .
The above are therefore the legal ages of marriage, and once they have been reached the law  cannot prohibit 

matrimony on this ground.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

The ages taken into account by  the Penal Code are 12 and 21 years respectively for the offences of violation and rape. 
As regards the first, the offender is liable to a penalty of. . .imprisonment, and the offence is constituted by having 

sexual relations with a person under 12 years of age, even with that person’s consent, and unaccompanied by the use of 
force, intimidation or deception, and even when the minor is in full possession of her reason and faculties.

A  penalty of. . .imprisonment is also imposed for any indecent abuse of a female under 12 years of age committed 
in similar circumstances, i.e., without the use of force, intimidation, etc.

Rape consists of violating a virgin less than 21 years of age but over 12 years of age (under this age the offence would 
constitute violation), or over 21 years of age if she is the sister or a descendant of the offender.

KINGDOM OF THE SERBS, CR OATS AND SLOVENES 1.

1. T E R R IT O R Y  O F T H E  OLD KINGDOM  O F SE R B IA .

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code, Paragraph 69 b.
The age for a valid contract of marriage is 17 in the case of a  male and 15 in the case of a female, unless the 

competent ecclesiastical authorities grant a dispensation. Marriage is absolutely null and void if the male be under 15 
or the female under 13. In this case, no dispensation, even that of the ecclesiastical authorities, is possible.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

According to the penal legislation in force in the old Kingdom of Serbia, the consent of the person w ith whom indecent 
acts are committed may be regarded as an extenuating circumstance if the person in question is over 13.

Penal Code, Par. 191, 1, 2 and 3, Par. I  and II .

(i) A ny person committing, w ith violence or by  means of threats, acts of indecency with a  female or male person, 
or acting as go-between for the commission of such acts;

(ii) A ny person committing acts of indecency w ith another person not in full possession of his faculties or responsible 
for his acts, whether such a state has been brought about by the devices of the offender or not;

(iii) A ny person committing acts of indecency with a child under 13, even w ith the latter’s consent, shall be punishable 
with hard labour.

2. T E R R IT O R Y  O F V O IV O D IN E  >.
A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Hungarian Law of 1894, Par. 731.
The age at which a male m ay m arry is 18 and that at which a female m ay marry 16, unless special dispensation is 

granted b y  the Ministry of Justice.

1 As the penal and civil legislation has not yet been unified in the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, the former laws are still in force 
in ex-Austro-Hungarian territory. Consequently, five legislations are at present in force in the Kingdom, namely, the Serbian, Austrian, Hungarian, 
Montenegrin —  which differs only slightly from Serbian legislation —  and finally the legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

2 The territory of the Banat, the Batchka and Baranya.
Note : The criminal legislation will shortly be unified and the question of the age of consent and the age of marriage will be settled according to 

the provisions of the penal codes of other countries and to local needs.



A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Hungarian Penal Code (in  force in  this territory.)
A ny person seducing a girl under 14 years of age is punishable with imprisonment. Proceedings, however, m ay only 

be taken against the offender if complaint is laid by  a private person. When once the complaint has been laid, it cannot 
be withdrawn. An exception is made in the case of persons under the control of tutors and guardians and persons who are 
in educational or medical institutions. In such cases, public proceedings are taken against the offender.

3. T E R R IT O R Y  O F C R O A T IA  A N D  SLO VEN IA.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .
See the Austrian reply.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Law of May ■Z’jth, 1852, Paragraph 126.
The fact of having sexual intercourse with a female against the latter’s will is regarded as seduction and punished 

under the terms of Paragraph 126.

4. BO SN IA AND H ERZEG O VIN A.
A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

To be able to contract marriage, a person must be 16 years of age.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Acts of indecency committed with a person under 13, even with that person’s consent, shall be regarded, according 
to circumstances, as abduction (Paragraph 174 of the Penal Code) or assault as defined in the same paragraph.

SIAM.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

The legal age of marriage is not fixed by Siamese law. The question is governed by custom, and it is generally admitted 
that puberty is the criterion.

However, according to the part of the Civil and Commeixial Code which came into iorce on January 1st, 1926, 
concerning Capacity (Section 20) minors who marry become sui juris only after the completion of 15  years in the case of a 
female and 17 years in the case of a  male.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

The age of consent is fixed at T2 years by the present Penal Code.
Section 241.  —  Whoever instigates any minor under 12 years of age to have sexual intercourse or to commit immoral 

practices with any other person, or procures any minor under 12 years of age for the purpose of sexual intercourse or im
moral practices with any other person, shall be punished with imprisonment. . .

Section 244. •—■ W hoever has sexual intercourse w ith any girl under 12 years of age, w ith or w ithout her consent, 
shall be punished with imprisonment. . .

Section 245. —  Whoever commits any indecent act on any child under the age of 12 years shall be punished with 
imprisonment. . .

The punishments prescribed by Sections 244 and 245 are increased by one-third whenever the offence is committed:
(1) B y  a parent on his child or grandchild;
(2) B y  a teacher on a pupil entrusted to his care;
(3) B y  an official on a  person placed under his care.

SOUTH AFRICA.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .
Twelve years of age.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

The common law of the Union conclusively presumes that a female under the age of 12 is unable to give her consent 
to the act of sexual connection, attempted connection or indecency. A ny such act, therefore, whether consent has been 
given or not, is the crime of rape, assault with intent to commit rape, or indecent assault respectively, and is punishable 
with the penalties prescribed generally by the law for those crimes. Once it is proved that the victim  is under the age 
of 12, no evidence as to consent can affect the nature of the crime. Sexual crimes committed in respect of females under 
12 are in practice severely punished.. .

The above is the common law, but in order to protect females between the ages of 12 and 16 who m ay have consented, 
the Legislature has, by the Girls’ and M entally Defective Women’s A ct No. 3 of 1916, provided as follows:

1 . Every male person who has unlawful carnal connection with a girl under the age of 16 years or who commits 
with a girl under that age immoral or indecent acts or who solicits or entices a girl under that age to the commission 
of such acts shall be guilty of an offence. . .

If upon the trial of any person for the crime of rape or assault with intent to commit rape 01̂  for an offence 
under sub-section (1) of this section insufficient evidence is adduced aliundo as to whether or not the complainant is 
under the age when her consent would be a lawful defence to the act charged against the accused, the court or jury 
m ay decide the question of the complainant's age from her appearance.

Provided that it  shall be a sufficient defence to any charge under this section if it  shall be made to appear to 
the court or jury before whom the charge is brought that the girl a t the time of the commission of the offence charged 
was a prostitute, or that the person so charged was at the said time under the age of 16 years.

SPAIN .

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.
Marriage Reforms.

Article 42. —  The law recognises two forms of marriage: marriage under canon law, which must be contracted by 
all who profess the Catholic faith; and civil marriage, which shall be celebrated in the manner determined by the 
present Code.



Marriage under Canon Law.

Article 75. —  The conditions, form and ceremonies for the celebration of marriage under canon law are governed 
by the rules of the Catholic Church, and of the H oly Council of Trent, accepted as laws of the realm.

A rticle 76. —  Marriage under canon law shall have full civil effect as regards the person and property of husband 
and wife and their descendants.

Article 1067 of Canon Law.

Males under 16 and females under 14 cannot validly contract matrimony.
Before this Code was introduced, the age-limit was only 14 for males and 12 for females; this Code therefore postpones 

for two years in each case the age at which marriage can be validly contracted.

Civil Marriage.

Article 83 —  Marriage m ay not be contracted by males under 14 years of age and females under 12  years of age. 
Nevertheless, a marriage contracted by persons below these ages shall be confirmed ipso facto, and w ithout necessity 

of an express declaration, if for one day after reaching the legal age of marriage they live together without making a 
legal appeal against the validity of the marriage, or if the female has conceived before the legal age of marriage or before 
the appeal was entered. 0 '

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.
Article 453. —  Rape consists of having carnal knowledge of a female in any of the following cases . . (?) if she 

is under 12 years of age . . .  '  '
Article 458. —  Indecency with a girl over 12 and under 23 years of age committed by a public official, minister of 

religion, domestic servant, guardian, teacher, or person responsible in any w ay for the education or guardianship of the 
girl, shall be punished by imprisonment. . .

SWEDEN.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Marriage Law.
Articles 1 and 2 (Chapter 2). —  The legal minimum age for marriage is 18 years in the case of women and 21 years 

in that of men. Dispensations m ay be granted by the King. This notwithstanding, persons under 21 years of age who 
have not been married m ay not contract a marriage without their parents’ consent.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Law.

Article 7 (Chapter 18). —  A ny person having intimate relations with a female minor under 12 years of age shall be 
punished. . .

Article 8. —  In the case of intimate relations with a girl over 12 but under 15 years of age, the penalty shall be penal 
servitude. . .  J r

SW ITZERLAND.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.

Article 96. —  Men m ay not marry before having completed their twentieth year, women before having completed 
their eighteenth year.

Nevertheless, in exceptional cases and for good and sufficient reason, the Government of the Canton in which those 
concerned are domiciled shall be entitled to declare a woman who has completed her seventeenth year or a man who has 
completed his eighteenth year capable of contracting marriage, should the parents or guardians consent.

Article 98. —  Persons under age cannot marry without the consent of their father and mother or of their guardian.
The consent of the father or of the mother shall be sufficient when only one of them exercises the parental power at 

the moment when the banns of the marriage are published.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Sexual Offences (Summary prepared by Federal Public Prosecution Department).
The varied nature of the Cantonal penal provisions which deal with children is most surprising: Cantonal legislation 

is particularly varied in respect of the age of absolute protection.
The Penal Codes of the Cantons fix the age of absolute protection as follow s:

Puberty: Grisons (133); A arga u (io ); Appenzell Rhodes Exterior (96); Appenzell Rhodes Interior (14s): Schwyz 
(90); this last A ct with a  lim it of 14 years.

Completion of the twelfth year: Ticino (255a); Vaud(200); Valais (204); Fribourg (195)
Completion of fourteenth year: Neuchatel (268); Claris (76); ?ug (93); Solothurn (96.2); Schaff hausen (177); Obwald 

(69); Basle (91.3); Thurgau (105); St. Gall (186).
Completion of fifteenth year: Lucerne (186); Geneva (278, Law of 1892).
Completion of sixteenth year: Berne (165).
Certain Cantons, however, make penal proceedings dependent on a charge being brought by  the legal representatives 

of the minor.
Most Cantonal Codes contain penal provisions directed against improper acts committed on minors; the penalties 

however, vary. '

TURKEY.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.
In conformity with Article 11 of the Turkish Civil Code, which came into force on October 4th, 1926, persons 

attain their m ajority at 18. Consequently, persons who have attained this age and are in possession of their faculties may 
contract marriage without obtaining the consent of their representative, at law. A  female of 17 may, however, contract 
marriage with the consent of her parents or guardians. Males and females of 15 mav. as an exceptional measure and for 
urgent reasons, contract marriage with the permission of the judge (Article 88).



Penal Code.

The age of consent as regards rape or other acts which constitute an ofience against public morals is 15 for persons 
of both sexes. The consent of persons under this age is not to be taken into account.

Article 417. —  The commission of the above-mentioned acts by parents, relatives, guardians, tutors, schoolmasters, 
servants or other persons responsible for the education, protection and supervision of the victim  or by a person who has 
any authority or influence over the latter constitutes an aggravation of the offence and entails an increase in the sentence 
up to 50 per cent.

Articles 423, 424. —  Proceedings against a person who has seduced a virgin of 15 or over with promises of marriage 
can only be instituted on the complaint of the latter. Should the person marry the victim, no penalty can be imposed.

THE UNITED ST A TE S OF AM ERICA.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Alabama. - The marriage age-limit for males is 17 years and for females 14 years.
Alaska. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years.
Arizona. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years. Parental consent required in 

writing for males under 21 and females under 18.
Arkansas. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 17 years and for females 14 years, and marriages below such a°-es 

are void. Parental consent is required for males under 21 and females under 18.
California. • ■ The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. But a marriage may be contracted 

between a male 18 years of age and a female 16 years of age upon written consent of parent or guardian.
Colorado. The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. The solemnisation of a marriage 

of a person under these ages is criminal, unless with the consent of parents, if they are in the State.
Connecticut. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 21 years. No licence shall be issued if 

either party is a minor until a parent or person in control has assented. There is no statutory provision establishing an 
absolute minimum age, but if either party applying for licence is under 16 it is necessary to have the consent of a " select
man”  of the town endorsed upon the licence.

Delaware. - The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years, unless w ith the consent of parent 
or guardian, or marriage is confirmed after reaching that age.

District of Columbia. — • The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. Under these ages 
-icences to marry are not to be issued without the consent of a parent or guardian. Marriageable age for males is 16 and 
for females 14. Marriages below these ages are void from the time their nullity is declared by court.

Florida. - The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 21 years. These are the ages below which the 
consent of the parent or person in control is required. Otherwise common-law ages control, 14 for males and 12 for females.

Georgia. The marriage age-limit for males is 17 years and for females 14 years. Parental consent is required for 
marriage of females under 18.

Hawaii. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 17 years and for females 14 years.
Idaho. • • The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 18 years. Marriages under 18 without parental 

consent m ay be annulled at the suit of the parent at any time before such minor has reached the prescribed age or at the 
suit of the minor within four years after arriving at such age, unless the marriage has been recognised since.

Illinois. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years. Parental consent is required for the 
marriage of males under 21 and females under 18.

Indian Territory. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 17 and for females 14 years.
Indiana. The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.
Iowa. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 16 years and for females 14 years. This statute does not repeal the 

common-law rule fixing the age of marriage consent at 14 for males and 12 for females. The statute is merely cum ulative.
Kansas. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 15 years and for females 12 years.
Kentucky. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 14 years and for females 12 years.
Louisiana. —  The marriage age-limit f&r males is 14 years and for females 12 years.
Maine. The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. Under these ages certificates are 

forbidden to be issued without the consent of parent or guardian.
Massachusetts. ■ The marriage age-Hmit for males is 14 years and for females 12 years. The consent of the parent 

or guardian is required for the marriage of a male under 21 years and of a female under 18 years.
Maryland. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. Under these ages certificates 

cannot be issued w ithout consent o f parent or guardian.
Michigan. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.
Minnesota. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 15 years.
M ississippi. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. These are the ages under which 

a licence is forbidden without the consent of parent or guardian.
Missouri. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. These are the ages under which 

the consent o f parent or guardian is required.
Montana. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.
Nebraska. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.
Nevada. - The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years. Such marriages m ay be confirmed 

b y  arrivin g a t the prescribed age.
New Hampshire. —  I h e  m arriage age-lim it for males is 14 years and for fem ales 13 years.
New Jersey. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. These are the ages below which 

the consent of a  p aren t or guardian is required.
New Mexico. —  Ih e  marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 15 years. Parental consent is required 

for all marriages occurring under 21 years of age.
New York. The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 18 years. Parental consent is required 

for the marriage of males under 21 and of females under 18.
North Carolina. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 16 years and for females 14 years. However, consent of guardian 

or parent is necessary to all marriages of minors under the age of 18.
North Dakota. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 15 years. Parental consent is requited 

for males under 21 and females under 18.
Ohio. - The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.
Oklahoma. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 15 years.
Oregon. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 15 years.
Panama Canal Zone. —  Males 21 and females 18 m ay freely contract marriage. Under this age they must have consent 

of parents or guardians.
Pennsylvania. • The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 21 years. These are the ages under 

which consent of parent or guardian is required. The common-law age, 14 for males and 12 for females, presumably 
applies, but there is no other statutory provision.

Philippine Islands. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 14 years and for females 12 years.
Porto Rico. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.



TH E UNITED ST A T E S OF AM ERICA (continued)

Rhode Island. — - The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 2i*years. These are the ages below 
which the consent of parent or guardian is required.

South Carolina. —- There is no provision as to age-limit, but no licence to males under 18 or females under 14 may 
be issued.

South Dakota. ■—• The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 15 years.
Tennessee. —- The marriage age-limit for males is 14 years and for females 12 years.
Texas. ■—■ The marriage age-limit for males is 16 years and for females 14 years.
Utah. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 16 years and for females 14 years.
Vermont. — The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females r8 years. These are the ages under which 

consent of parent or guardian is required.
Virginia. —- The marriage age-limit for males is 14 years and for females 12 years.
Washington. — ■ The marriage age-limit for males is 21 years and for females 18 years. These are the ages at which 

marriage m ay be contracted, but apparently w ith the consent of parent or guardian marriage may be contracted earlier.
West Virginia. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.
Wisconsin. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 15 years.
Wyoming. —  The marriage age-limit for males is 18 years and for females 16 years.
The foregoing information has been obtained from a publication entitled A Treatise on the Law of 

Divorce, by  Frank H. Keezer, and, while believed to be accurate, responsibility for its accuracy cannot be

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

The Secretary of State takes pleasure in transmitting herewith a publication issued by the Children’s 
United States Department of Labour entitled Laws relating to Sex Offences against Children >.

URUGUAY.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code.

Article 91. —  Marriage is prohibited . . .  if the persons concerned have not reached the age required by the laws of the 
Republic, namely, 14 years in the case of males and 12 in the case of females.

Article 106. —  Males under the age of 25 years and females under the age of 23 m ay not marry without the explicit 
consent of their legitimate father or, if they have no legitimate father, without that of their legitimate mother, or, failing 
both the above, without that of the legitimate ascendant or ascendants in the nearest degree. In the latter case, if the 
voting is equally divided, the marriage shall be allowed.

Article 107. — • If there is no legitimate father, mother or ascendant, any person, male or female, under the age of 
21 years must obtain the explicit consent of his or her guardian or trustee.

Article 109. —  Natural children who have been recognised and who have not attained the specified age of 25 or 
23 years as the case m ay be, as laid down in Article 106, must obtain the consent of the father or mother who has legally 
recognised them; if both father and mother have recognised them, and if both are alive, the consent of the father must 
be obtained. For the purposes of this and the previous articles, the father or mother shall be deemed to be rion-existent 
if they have been deprived of their paternal authority, but not if it has merely been restricted, unless any special decision 
was given to the contrary.

Article n o . — • If the person or persons called upon to consent to a marriage refuse to do so, an appeal shall lie to the 
President of the proper Court of Appeal to declare such refusal unjustified.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code.
Part V III. —  Section I.

Article 276. —- Rape shall be deemed to be committed when sexual intercourse takes place under the following 
circumstances, even if the sexual act is not consummated:

1. If force or threats are em ployed;
2. If the woman is deprived of her reason or consciousness by  whatever m eans;
3. If she is under 12 years of age.

A rticle 279. — • The punishments specified . . .  shall be increased by two degrees if the offence was committed in abuse 
of authority or of confidence or of family or domestic relations.

VENEZUELA.

A g e  o f  M a r r i a g e .

Civil Code (1922).

A rticle 69. —  Males may not law fully contract matrimony before reaching the age of 14 or females before the age of 12.
Article 82. —  Males who have not reached the age of 21 years and females who have not reached the age of 18 years 

m ay not contract matrimony without the consent of their parents.
Before reaching the age referred to, a man or woman must, in order to contract matrimony, obtain the consent of 

the person or persons in whose charge he or she is placed.

A g e  o f  C o n s e n t .

Penal Code (1919).
Chapter VIII .

The “ carnal act "  is a punishable offence when the victim  is a person under 15 years of age. Indecent conduct with 
such persons is also punishable. The "carnal act ”  is also punishable in cases where the woman is under 21 years of age, 
is known to have been virtuous and was seduced b y  a promise of matrimony.

Abduction is regarded as an offence irrespective of the age of the victim , but the fact that the victim  is a minor is 
an aggravating circumstance. Seduction is in itself a punishable offence, but here again the fact that the victim  is a 
minor constitutes an aggravating circumstance.

Marriage and 
assumed.

Bureau of the

1 A copy of this publication can be consulted at the Secretariat.
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