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T h ere  i* no general blueprint for transform ing education. T h e 
correct w ay o f going about this task depends on varying local con­
ditions, and on the needs and interests o f pupils, parents and 
teachers, youth workers, etc., is to analyse their own social position, 
and how to go about it. But to conclude, here are a  few ideas which 
m ay prove useful in working out strategics.

I. T h e  starting point for education must be the real situation 
and interests o f  pupils, teachers and parents. T h e  first task of 
teachers, youth workers, etc., is to analyse their own soci.-d position. 
Teacher* have a contradictory role in society. O n the one hand they 
are servants of the capitalist state. As such they have tlie task o f 
im plem enting policies designed to prevent working people be­
com ing aw are o f their situation and changing it. O n the other 
hand teachers are wage-eam ers who have an interest in struggling 
against exploitation and for u belter form o f society. vV hen teachers 
try to bring this interest into their professional work they run up 
against a disciplinary system designed to mnke them loyal instru­
ments o f  the state. Teachers h ave to decide where they stand and
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work out political and trade union strategies to fight for their own 
interests as wage workers.

a. T h e  sccotul task o f teachers and other educators is to 
study the living conditions o f  pupils, the work situation o f  parents, 
the stnictuie o f the neighbourhood and the problems o f  the com ­
m unity. These factois help to determine the w ay  a  tcacher works 
with children, the choice o f  content m atter, the m aterial and 
methods to be used.

3 . I f  a tcachcr really  wants his or her professional work to 
help change society, the w o n t w ay  o f  going about it is to try to 
indoctrinate children with the ideas o f a particular party .how ever 
righjHj m ay be, < fow tan l m oral lessons are iust as bad. f i iV in a l^  
p m  PtediirruSon T^raniTortT ! j?Mn*rmtjt Be H njTofKelnm irchlt-
t o a- foT .nTc r ^ - T T ;?  r
WilIthcrTUi'ourd Tint be ediicaiefj for V ie fu T U rc *B u tio n s 'lo  fie 
able  to organise their own lives collectively here and now. I f  
children learn to r< cognise their needs and interests, and to find 
their own ways o f  working to realise them, then they will be well 
prepared for lighting for a share in  controlling production and 
society as grown-ups. '

4. T h e  ann» f  <! methods o f  teaching are closely connected. 
R ig id  and abstract teaching methods cannot fit children for 
running their myn lives,/V>wq\i t correct the contents o f the sub­
jects taught, t r a n< fiir/i 1 nti0nf «?*chtTclreh 
jjccorrig' tJic* r.i^yccl: oF ltie  ic l lrT iT n g * r .rc c c * t!J tiot itj^passive
j g f  'î SrnKg'Tit ?m T;y c ^ LneV-or rs:ne«i«iy^?-
term m cd research proccss, based on children’s needs and interests. 
T h e  function c>f the teacher 13 to h d p  children to organise their 
work and re-enrrh.

5. Parents and o 'h er working proplc must be brought into 
education. A lot o f f .  '\<?rc:-ive teachers regard parents as reaction­
ary  -  a stum bling blrv'- for the introduction o f  non-authoritarian 
methods. But one di.es ch iW 'tn  no favour by forcing them into a 
perm anent conflict '.lu iv ion  through different types o f  education 
at home and nt school In  investigating the background o f his 
pupils, a tear her .should t .y  t> find out w hat special abilities 
various p .n e .n  h.v c, nnd au.’ Tipt to bring these into the school. 
r .irrn ts can lie usked 10 help mr’ kc things the class needs for its 
"•ork, or to coine .-<»■ d  tei! (lie children about their jobs, or to take 
children to vi-nt thrir o f  work. Once productive work be­
comes pa 1 1 <if cdncA'iou patents w ill t im e  easily be able to see ihe
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value o f  school and the p a n  they can p lay  in it. S im ilarly, people 
whose work is conccrned with the school can be m ade conscious o f 
their role as educators. T h ere  is no need for the jan ito r to be the 
children's worst enemy. He could be brought into the class to 
explain his work, and children could learn to help him. N ursery 
school teachers m ay discover that the only person who docs work 
which is recognisable as such by sm aller children is the cleaning 
lady. She m ?y already be the m ain educator in the nursery, 
without knowing it. It is essential to m ake her a conscious part o f  
the teaching team.

6. A ll educators should try to bring question? o f  production 
and o f  social, economic and political relationships into their work. 
State curricula certainly do not perm it polytechnic education in 
the full sense, but they are rarely so rigid as to preclude all mention ( 
o f  productive work and class structure. T h u  possibility exists in 
virtually every subject.

7. Education is not confined to school. Children learn a lot 
at home, in the street and in the com m unity, tou! lIltyT rarn  1ri a'S 
4?)planned a n c T u n rS .-^ v e Jw a V  R d urators^ lioU R tirV  to lielp 
Children becam e more w a r T s n a  critical o f  w hat they learn, by 
exchanging Information and discussing information at school. E x ­
cursions. school travel and work experience schemes can help 
in this.

o. Fducator* should help children to take part in com m unity 
life and local political struggles. T h is is only possible i f  the educator 
becomes ’.ware o f  what is going on in the com m unity and the 
extent to wdve!i >t alTccts children. Activities and disputes which 
really concern children's interests and living conditions can  be an 
im portant iu J'n iJi’ cnt o f political education. Exam ples o f  struggles 
which m ay be relevant for children are : slum -clearance and 
housing schem e;, traffic planning, school closures, health service 
restrictions, playground* *nd cultural facilities, industrial disputes 
(if their parents are involved).

9 New contents ar.d forms o f  education cannot be worked 
out and introduced by a single teacher, in isolation from his or her 
colleagues. T h e  t;isk Is too big fur one person, the political vulner­
ability tec Teachers must get together and organise them­
selves i f  they want to w oik for change. T each crs’  co-operatives on 
the p att-m  o f the Freinet m ovem ent arc  one possibility. Another 
is to try to niak>- existing organisations like trade unions into 
instrument? f*n the transformation o f education.
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10  O ne o f the most im portant struggles in w hich children, 
parents and teachcrs can  participate is the struggle to change 
school itse lf I f  tcachers get into trouble for u»,ng P ^ v 
methods, this m ay help to raise awareness or the class character o 
education. T h e  support o f  pupils and parents can bc ? ruc,al 
p r e v e n t i n g  disciplinary m easures and in pressing for teaching which 
corresponds to the interests o f working-class children T e -'c ' ,c 
who introduce new methods without seem ing the " «
and co-operation o f pupils and parents w ill not get their 
a conflii t situation. It is vital to develop and introduce new 
methods in co-operation with children and parents.



Collection Number: AK2117 
  
DELMAS TREASON TRIAL 1985 - 1989
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:-Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:-Johannesburg 
©2012 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of the collection records and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, 
University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, 
the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all 
liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related 
information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The 
University of the Witwatersrand.
 


