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PART TWO

A LONG STRUGGLE
W o r k e r s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  s t a r t e d  to 

c o - o p e r a t e  a long  t ime  ag o .  T h i s  p a r t  of the 
b o o k  s h o w s  h o w  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w o r k e r ,  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  were b u i l t  up over a long time.  

It  looks  at  this  h istory  in four s e c t i o n s :

look at the ea r ly  h istory  

to 1939

we loo k  at b i t t e r  C o l d  War 
s t r u g g l e s  a f t e r  the S e c o n d  

World War ended in 1945

we lo ok  at  c o m p e t i t i o n  for  

i n f l u e n c e  in  A f r i c a ,  A s i a  

and Lat in  America a ft e r  1945
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1.EARLY YEARS
FIRST LINKS

W o r k e r s  fro m d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  in Europe  

started  to co-operate more than 100 years ago.  

In the 1 8 0 0 s ,  many mi n e s  a nd  f a c t o r i e s  were 

b u i l t  i n  E u r o p e .

Often children were used as cheap labour

E s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1 8 5 0 ,  w o r k e r s  fo r m e d  trade  

u n i o n s .  U n i o n s  came t o g e t h e r  to form trad e  

union fe d e r a t i o n s  in each country.
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E a r l y  on t h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  to w i n  

demands,  it  was not enough for workers of one 

c o u n t r y  to u n i t e .  W o r k e r s  from d i f f e r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s  a l s o  had to u n i t e  and  s u p p o r t  each  
o t h e r .

For example in 1859 /  E n g l is h  bu i ld in g  workers 

went on st r i ke .  The b u i l d i n g  employers went to 

France to look for new workers .  So the English  

trade un i o ni st s  sent a l e t t e r :  "To the Workmen 

of  Fra nc e  from the W o r k i n g  Men of  E n g l a n d " ,  
asking them not to scab.

But at  t h a t  t ime  t h e r e  

w h i c h  j o i n e d  w o r k e r s  
c o u n t r i e s .

was  no o r g a n i s a t i o n  
f r o m  t he  d i f f e r e n t

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL

In 1 8 6 4  a m e e t i n g  took p l a c e  in  London to work 

fo r  u n i t y  b e t w e e n  w o r k e r s  in Eu ro p e .  I t  was 

a t t e n d e d  by w o r k e r s ’ r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from 
England,  France ,  I t a l y ,  and Germany.

K a r l  Marx  spoke  to the m e e t i n g .  He b e l i e v e d  

th a t  w o r k e r s  have  no c o u n t r y .  He s a i d  that  in 

many  w a y s ,  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  i s  the sa m e  

everywhere .  At this  meeting workers formed the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Working Mens'  Ass o c ia t io n ,  which 

was a lso c al l e d  the F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  This  

or ga ni sa t io n  promised to struggle  for a better  

w o r l d  w h e r e  w o r k e r s  w o u l d  be f r e e  f r o m  
expl oi  ta t i o n .

In  ma n y  c o u n t r i e s  in  E u r o p e  t h e r e  w e r e  
w o r ke r s ’ p o l i t i c a l  p a r t ie s .  These were called  

s o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s .  The F ir s t  International  was 

made up of  t r a d e  u n i o n s  as  w e l l  as s o c i a l i s t  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  from d i f f e r e n t  countries .
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l
WORKING HESS ASSOCIATION,

l CENTRAL COUNCII* * ^ " " '^ - ^ ' _%-lt3CP,EET, LONDON, W.
On the «5th of

of Delegates 
in FRANCE, 
'will be held

Allowing days,

K - 1 ' -  ■'

Association 
TOM. 

the fol-

This is Kart Marx. He helped organise the conference of the 
International Working M ens’ Association, advertised here

The F i r s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  f e l l  a p a r t  m a i n l y  

because of d i f f e r e n c e s  between the p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  A f t e r  t h i s  w o r k e r s '  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t i e s  a n d  w o r k e r s '  t r a d e  u n i o n s  came 

t o g e t h e r  i n  s e p a r a t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

orgar.isa t i o n s .



;aI
;,v *

«J
: t̂ i

11V;1 
■' * i

•i

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL

The European s o c i a l i s t  

a g a i n  i n  1 8 8 9  t o
p ar t ie s  came 

f o r m  t h e

together

S e c o n d
I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

In  1 9 1 4  the F i r s t  W o r l d  War be ga n  in  E u r o p e .  

Some s o c i a l i s t s  b e l i e v e d  tha t  t h i s  war  was  a 

c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e y  s a i d  th a t  

w o r k e r s  of  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d  not  

f i g h t  a g a i n s t  each other.

But most s o c i a l i s t  p ar t ie s  decided  to support 

the w a r .  W o r k e r s  in  e a c h  c o u n t r y  j o i n e d  the 

war and fought  each other .  This  destroyed  the 

u n i t y  b e t w e e n  w o r k e r s  in  E u r o p e .  The S e c o n d  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  col l ap se d .



THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL

In 1 9 1 7  t h e r e  was  a w o r k e r s ’ -r e vo lu ti o n  in 

R u s s i a .  At t h i s  t ime  some g r o u p s  of  w o r k e r s  in 

E u r o p e  f e l t  b i t t e r  t o w a r d s  the s o c i a l i s t  

p a r t i e s  which supported the war.  These workers  

held a meeting in the Sovie t  Union and formed 
the T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  or C o m i n t e r n .  T h i s  

ha d  a t r a d e  u n i o n  s e c t i o n  c a l l e d  t he  Red  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

1919: Lenin (in the middle) speaks at a Comintern meeting

The T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  h e l p e d  gr o u p s  of  

w o r k e r s  in  many c o u n t r i e s  in E u ro p e  to bre ak  

from the s o c i a l i s t  p a r t i e s .  Th e y  f o r m e d  new 

worker p ar t i e s  which had close l ink s  with  the 

S o v i e t  U n i o n .  T h e s e  w e r e  c a l l e d  c o m m u n i s t  

p a r t i e s .  They jo i ne d  the Third  I n te rn a t io n al .

it I
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TRADE UNION ORGANISATIONS

All  these  p o l i t i c a l  movements worked c losely  

w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  la b o u r  m o v e m e n t s .  T h e y  had a 

s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trade  

union o r g a n i s a t i o n s  which began to grow.

In the 1880s  and 1890s the f i r s t  or ga n is a t io n s  

were formed to join trade unions in d i f f e r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s .  Th e s e  were w e r e  the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Trade S e c r e t a r i a t s ;  which jo ined  unions  in the 

same i n d u s t r y  from d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s .  The 

f i r s t  I T S s  w e r e  f o r  w o r k e r s  i n  th e  s h o e  
i n d u s t r y #  in  the  w o o d  i n d u s t r y  a n d  f o r  

m i n e w o r k e r s .  By 1 9 14  t h e r e  w e r e  33  trade  

s e c r e t a r i a t s .

I n  1 9 0 2  w o r k e r s  f o r m e d  t h e  f i r s t  

c o n f e d e r a t i o n ,  the ITUS ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Trade  

Union  S e c r e t a r i a t ) .  T h i s  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  
t r a d e  u n i o n  f e d e r a t i o n s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  

c o u n t r i e s .  I t  w or ke d  c l o s e l y  w i t h  the Second 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

At f i r s t  the A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  of  Labour  

(AFL)  r e f u s e d  to j o i n  the new c o n f e d e r a t i o n .  

I t  w as  o p p o s e d  to the wa y  the E u r o p e a n  trade 

unions worked c losely  wit h  s o c i a l i s t  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t ie s  in their  countries .  Why was this?

Th e  A F L  w a s  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  T h e  AFL 

o r g a n i s e d  m a i n l y  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s .  I t  c l a s h e d  

w i t h  A m e r i c a n  s o c i a l i s t s  who w er e  t r y i n g  to 

organise  u n s k i l l e d  i n d u s t r i a l  workers .

In 1 9 1 1  the  AFL j o i n e d  the  ITUS  and  i t s  name 

changed to the IFTU ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Federation 

of T r a d e  U n i o n s ) .  But i t  l e f t  i t  a g a i n  ten 

y e a r s  l a t e r  b e c a u s e  i t  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  the 

European trade uni oni sts .
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Socialist groups, like the IWW, organised unskilled industrial 
workers. Gompers. the leader of the AFL, fiercely opposed 
the Socialists
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In  the 1 9 3 0 s  r i g h t - w i n g  f a s c i s t  p a r t i e s  gre w  
strong in Europe.  They t r ie d  to smash workers '  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  but workers  fought back.

For e x a m p l e  in  S p a i n ,  w o r k e r s '  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

f o u g h t  a wa r  a g a i n s t  the  S p a n i s h  f a s c i s t s .  

W o r k e r s  fr o m many o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  fo rm ed  

g r o up s  c a l l e d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B r i g a d e s ,  w h i c h  

came to Spain  to support the Spanish  workers.  

But the Spanish  workers  were  defeated .

/*.
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D u r i n g  the S e c o n d  W o r l d  War  ( 1 9 3 9  to 1 9 4 5 }  

trade u n i o n i s t s  in the Uni t e d . States  and some 

Western European c oun tr ies  worked c l o s e l y  with 

t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t s  to d e f e a t  the f a s c i s t s  in 
G e r m a ny  and  I t a l y .  T h e s e  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  tr ad e  

u n i o n i s t s  and people in government carr ied  on 
a f t e r  the war.

THE WORLD FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

The war a ls o  brought workers '  or ga n is a t i o n s  in 

d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r ie s  c loser  together.  When the 

Second World War ended in 1945 ,  a trade union 

u n i t y  c o n f e r e n c e  was  h e l d  in L o n d o n .  Here  a 

new i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e d e r a t i o n ,  the W O R L D  

F E D E R A T I O N  OF  T R A D E  U N I O N S  ( W F T U ) ,  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d .

T h i s  WFTU was  the l a r g e s t  c o n f e d e r a t i o n  of  

t r a d e  u n i o n s  e v e r  k n o w n .  T r a d e  u n i o n  

f e d e r a t i o n s  fro m over  4 0  c o u n t r i e s  j o i n e d .  
This  included  many fe de r at io n s  which refused 
to wor k  t o g e t h e r  b e f o r e ,  l i k e  the B r i t i s h ,  

German,  S ovi et  and American federations .

Some t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s  t h o u g h t  tha t  t h i s  w ou l d  

achieve  an old dream of workers :  the unity  of 

w o r k e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a l l  o v e r  the w o r l d .  But 
t h i s  was  not  to be .



2.THE COLD WAR

W H  ATI WAS* T H E  COLD: W A R ? '
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During the Second World War,  the United  States 

and the S o v ie t  Union worked together.  But when r  

the wa r  e n d e d ,  a new w ar  began  b e t w e e n  these  

two p o w e r s .  T h i s  t ime  i t  was m a i n l y  a war of  

w o r d s  a n d  n o t  a w a r  o f  b o m b s .  I t  w a s  a p/-: 

s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  the l e a d e r s  of  the U n i t e d  • 

S t a t e s  a n d  the  S o v i e t  Union  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  ■■ 

around the w or l d .  It  was cal l ed  the Cold War.

'I:

' d

-.1 !

United during the war: (from left to right)
Stalin of the Soviet Union. Roosevelt of 'the  United States, 
Churchill of Britain. After the war this unity did not last.
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In many E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  the e co nom y  was 

d e s t r o y e d  d u r i n g  the w a r .  F a c t o r i e s  were 

b o m be d ,  a n d . p e o p l e  had no job s  or money.  But 

the S e c o n d  W o r l d  War was not f o u g h t  in the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A m e r i c a n  f a c t o r i e s  and  towns  
were  not  b o m b e d .  At the end of  the wa r  the 
A m e r i c a n  e c o n om y  was the s t r o n g e s t  in  the 
world .

American factories produced many goods for the war



A m e r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s t s  w a n t e d  to take  this 

c h a n c e  to i n v e s t  t h e i r  money and  s e l l  their  
g o o d s . i n  E u r o p e .  The A m e r i c a n  l e a d e r s  wanted 

to make sure that s o c i a l i s t s  d id  not increase 

t h e i r  p o w e r  in E u r o p e .  The U n i t e d  States  

w a n t e d  to use  i t s  e c o n o m i c  p o w e r  to increase  

i t s  i n f l u e n c e  a l l  over the world.

The Americans made a plan c al le d  the Marshall  

P l a n  to r e b u i l d  the E u r o p e a n  e c o n om y .  They 

st a r t e d  to send m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s ,  food anc 

machines  to Europe.

A demonstration in Austria against the Marshall Plan

On the opposite page:
This poster supported the plan; it says: "Open the way for the 
M arshall Plan"
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What dittthe Soviet leaders want?’

The l e a d e r s  of  the S o v i e t  Union  were a f r a i d  o£ 

the new p o w e r  of  the A m e r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s t s  in 

Eu ro p e .  T h e y  t h o u g h t  the A m e r i c a n s  w ou ld  use 

t h i s  powe r  to try  and  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  the big 

changes that had happened in the Soviet  Union 

s i n c e  the r e v o l u t i o n .  So they wa n te d  to stop 

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  from g a i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  in 

Europe .

A b i tt e r  strugg le  for power began between the 

United S ta te s  and the Sovie t  Union.

The S o v i e t  Un i o n  u s e d  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  to bring 

c o m m u n i s t  p a r t i e s  to p o w e r  in a number  of 

c o u n t r i e s .o n  its  borders .  Both sides  sometimes 

a l s o  u s e d  t h e i r  a r m i e s  and tanks  to gain 

control  over d i f f e r e n t  parts  of Europe.

'  I

In 1945. Russian soldiers raise their flag over the captured 
German city, Berlin

I
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i t e s  w o r k e d  
o n i s t s  i n  th e  
i o n ,  t h e  A F L .
w e a k e n  t h e  
in Europe, and 

which w o u ld  
, in Europe. :r.;

' 1 *■’ '  " • * • !  »v t o  u n io n s  m
id i t  b u i l t  new 

coomunifl^ 

cicans divided  
L t h e  u n i o n  

a  n u m b e r  o f
r e x a m p l e  i n  

n y » I t a l y  and
, n e x t  p a g e  we 
wamnle O f w h a t

d i v i d e d  E u r o p e .  
,  t h i s  C o l d  W a r  d E u r o p e

In c o u n t r i e s  m  " “ ^  s o c i a l i s t

C a p i ta u n i t e d  s t a t e ^'r t e d the S o v i e ts u p p o r t e d  the u e a s t  s u p p o r t e d

c o u n t r i e s  in  ________________ _

Union .
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