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As you know, the new constitution of South Africa was approved in a referendum
of white votars in South Africa last week.

The Special Committee has already issued a statement on this new
constitution, but we must reiterate our position in view of the misleading
propaganda by the apartheid regime and its friends.

The new constitution of South Africa is nothing less than an outrage
against the oppressed people of South Africa, against the continent of Africa,
and against the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Last week's referendum on that constitution, like the referendum on the
republic in 1961, was a racist referendum limited to white voters, and can have
no legitimacy whatsoever.

The d regime is boasting that the new constitution was approved by
almost a majority, but that majority is two~thirds of fifteen percent
of the population.

The constitution is based on and entrenches raciam. It provides for three
houses of Parliament on racial issues. The population will need to be divided
on racial lines for the elections. The whites will continue to dominate the
Parliament and the Covernment. The Coloured and Indian houses will have only

limited jurisdiction. In fact, they are invited to help implement racist laws
The African people, who comprise seventy per cent of the population, are
totally excluded from the political The

process.
further manceuwvre to deprive the African majority o

The constitution does not represent a "step in the right direction® ar any
evolutionary change towards equality, but a streamlining of apartheid and racist
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African people has been further
and majority rule.
, the United Nations and the internpational

mot only by the African people but also
made it clear that a just and lasting
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It does not reflect any willingness on the part of the
has been

The new constitution is a prescription for further conflict.

The Coloured and Indian people have for many
with the African people against
interests of the African majori
implementation will be opposed not only by the
The United Nations has repeatedly
solution in South Africa can only be based on total
the release of all political prisoners

The consti
by the Coloured and Indian people who refuse to become tools of the apartheid

regime.

Indian people to co-operate with it against the African people.
African
Coloured and Indian people who will now became subject

regime to move towards equality, but an effort to entice the
and daughters have sacrificed their lives

ment and persecution.

racist armed forces,

universal suffrage in the country as a whole,

reinforced in opposition to the constitution.

domination.
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constitution but also consider
people in their resistance against the
of the Special Comnmittee to alarming
killings and repression in the
so~called "Independence"which

the brutal and widespread
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must also draw the urgent

reports
The unpopular authorities foisted on the Ciskei have resorted to ever-

While reiterating its position
commuity must not only denounce the new
effective action to assist the oppressed
impozition of the new constitution.
Reian of terror in "Ciskei®
Mmmmmmmmmm.
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The authorities have also escalated repression against the black trade unions,
mwmmummm'mmmoﬂom.m
arrestad {ts entire exscutive except for the President who s in hiding,

Repression was aleo extended to students, In Septenber, when students
at Port Hare University coomenorated the amiversary of the killing of Steve
Biko, police attacked them and arvested 45 students,

It s reportad that over the past few nonths, more than one thousand people
have been detained in Ciskel, including about 20 members of SAAWJ, many other
trade uniondsts, students, churchmen, journalists, lavyers and physicians,

As recently as 30 October last, Ciskel police detained Reverend Smngaliso
Mkhatshwa, secretary-oeneral of the South African Catholic Bishops' Conference,

The repression has only increased the resistance of the people against the
authorities, Recent attacks by ANC against Ciskei's so-called consulates
in Pretoria and Johanneshurg, as well as the recent petrol bomb attacks on the
mu';idmmmofmmwmm.mm.m
i1l ve,

On behalf of the Special Comdttee, I would like to appeal to all goverments
and orqanizations to take all appropriate action to end the reign of terror
in the Clskel, e must make it clear that we hold the Pretoria regime
responsible for the qruesame events in the Ciskei,

The Spectal Comittee will contimue to follow the situation and take
aporopriate action,
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