
EDUCATION '87

INTERNAL 

Reading Groups
Reading material available. Decision not to have formalised reading 
groups but to try to educate in other ways. Only one group started 
by personal incentive.

Seminars
Attempt at organising conceptual d iscussion on ECC's role and 
direction.
Discussions did not help.
Seminars on ECC too vague. Other seminars organised on specific 
issues and targeted at a specific group, eg P.E.G. Seminar. Has 
enormous potential.

Pamphlets
All pamphlets produced by ECC were done by the Education Group. 
Pam phlets tried to ta rge t spec if ic  areas, eg des tab il isa t ion , 
education and the military, etc., but tended to be too long and too far 
between to have any effect.
Layout skills only developed by those who already had, and those 
who became actively involved.

Intro Booklet
Produced and laid out but censored by the lawyers to the extent that 
it could not be distributed onto campus.

OTHER AREAS OF WORK:

News Broadcasts
Occasional broadcasts on V.O.W. , potential exists but was not 
properly utilised.

Wits Student
Again occasionally used but not to its full potential.

Organisational Comment

Fpcus
Uncertainty as to the role of the internal education. In '87 we spent 
more time pushing out media onto campus that educates ourselves.



The Education Group was seen as being solely responsible for 
educa ting  cam pus  as w e ll.  Th is  was im p ra c t ic le  and 
o rgan isa tiona lly  incorrect. O therw ise , no spec if ic  ou tline  of 
activities mapped out, many good ideas, but tended to concentrate 
on one at a time to the detriment of others.

A c t iv is ts
Too few committed activists to handle the workload - those that 
participated were experienced. Too many other responsib ili lt ies 
posted on to the Education Group as well, with the result that we 
were over extended.

Skills Workshops
Seldom organisesd1; as we felt that skills would be acquired by 
people as they worked. Occasiona l w orkshops organised by 
Johannesburg EEC and Media Group.

Education Sub-Committee in'%%
We have spent much time assessing last year's m istakes and 
shortcomings. On this basis we have planned the form and structure 
of the Education Sub-Committee for this year.

Education Group is seen as being responsible for passing on two 
types of skills:
1) Practical skills: Media and organisational skills, design, 

layout, different aspects of organisational democracy. The 
media aspect of things will be worked on in conjuction

with the Media Group.

2) Political Skills: Internal education in the form of seminars 
reading packs, discussion within organisation. Internal 
education will also incorporate our affiliates, i.e. joint

seminars with NUSAS, SAUJS, the Progressive Engineers 
Group (P.E.G.) etc., In this way our relationship with 
affiliates is built and contact is ensured.

As far as ECC's new direction is concerned, we have noted the need 
for a more professional approach. For us this means a more solid 
internal education on a variety of conscrip t related issues, i.e. 
conscrip ts  rights, options, destab il isa tion , m ilitarisation and the 
question of women and the military etc. It is the Education Sub­
com m ittee 's  responsibility to ensure EEC is seen as a reference 
point to the conscript and campus in general. We are looking 
forward to an exciting year.
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Dear ECC member,

This is the second letter that you will have received from us 
this year. It will hopefully detail for you what Wits ECC 
will be doing this term.

On the weekend of the 22nd of April, many ECC members went to 
the "Willowvale Guest Farm", and spent a weekend of "heary", 
"intense" discussion. The first evening and the morning of 
the second day were spent discussing the history of opposition 
to Apartheid and, that of war resistance in South Africa from 
1945 to the present day. This was followed by an assessment 
of our work in the first term. The suggestions that came 
out of this assessment were then used to help us with the 
planning of our actions for this term.

All in all, it was a fantastic weekend and everyone who was 
there thoroughly enjoyed it. What follows now is a list of 
the actions we will be undertaking this term. If you would 
like to become involved with any of them, come to a General 
Body Meeting - every Tuesday at 12.35pm in the ECC office 
(2nd Floor, Students Union).

Before I can tell you about our plans, I must quiciiy outline 
the goals that we are aiming towards with our actions:

Long term: Raising the awareness of the issue of
conscription with the campus constituency.

Popularising and making acceptable ECC's 
interim demands.

Highlighting the August call-up.

Short term: Mobilisation:
Highlighting alternative national service 
and conscientious objection.

Internal:
Consolidation and Education.
Delegation of responsibilities and passing 
on skills.

Affiliates:
Contacting "new" clubs and societies. 

Profile:
ECC making a political mark on campus. 

Media:
Having a specific style for the campaign.

ECC The programme goes as follows:

C1) Seminars in different faculties dealing with how the
SADF affects their particular area of work. This term, 
seminars will be held in the engineering, law, commerce 
and medical faculties.

(2) A Conscripts Group will be set up where people who have 
been to the army and those who are still to go can get 
together and discuss experiences, fears and issues that 
they would like to take up.

(3) The Advice Bureau, with the assistance of the Counselling 
and Careers unit, will be advertised and start operating.

(4) A pamphlet will be released containing conscripts 
experiences. This will advertise both the conscripts 
group and Advice Bureau.

(5) In conjunction with SAVS (South African Volunteer Service), 
an Alternative Service Project in the Northern Transvaal 
will be investigated and hopefully take place during the 
July holidays.

(6) Pickets will be held protesting the imprisonment of 
Ivan Toms and Dave Bruce.

(7) An Art Exhibition is in the process of being organised 
and will happen sometime this year.

(8) Tables will be set up every week at different venues on 
campus, selling ECC media and inviting discussion on 
conscription issues.
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We hope that these actions will interest you and that you will 
become involved in some way in some or all of these actions!___
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HOW’S THIS FOR UNUSUAL

□n the 15th of June 1988, a grouping -from the End Conscription 

Campaign including the Chairperson of Wits ECC, the ECC National 

Secretary, one o-f ECC’s National Organisers, the acting Chairperson of

° ~ r9 ECC and a reDreser,tati ve from Pretoria ECC, met with two 

olonels. Although a press conference was to be held after the 

meeting by the ECC, the SADF were not too enthusiastic about it. The 

result was a JOINT ECC/SADF statement which stated that news would be 

ivultjfcd after the minister (ie. Magnus Malan) has seen and commented 

on the proposals coming out of the meeting. According to our 

representatives, the discussion centered around the issue of 

Alternative service and it seems that the army might be considering 

some changes in the law. The atmosphere of the meeting was cordial and 

it is likely that other meetings will follow.
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ECC news
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WITS ECC - A C T I O N S  A R O U N D  A N G O L A

The question of the Angolan and Namibian conflict and the SADF's role in it, 

both directly and through UNITA, is an issue of international importance.

Wits ECC, together with NUSAS, responded to the issue on Wits campus in the 

second week of August, with a high profile campaign which dealt with the issues 

of the conscripts role, militarisation, the fiscal cost of the war, and the 

effect of the war on women. Our joint response was an important one which 

raised questions on Wits campus of the SADF's role in the conflict in the 

form of Nusas and ECC pamphlets. It culminated in a well attended meeting on 

campus which was billed as an"information meeting".

The response was by and large fairly positive. The week was one which saw an 

interest -in the Angolan war being created by democrats on campus.

Our response however, was problematic in some ways. Firstly the Angolan 

issue was one which has been ongoing, yet our response was not. The recent 

escalation in the Angolan conflict began in September '87 yet our response 

took almost a year to materialize in a high profile manner. The forms in 

which it had been raised previously, were through the ECC combat comic, and 

one pamphlet in February 1988.

Secondly, ECC on Wits campus would not have been capable of responding to the 

war without NUSA's help.

In fact we were junior partners in an issue which affected thousands of 

conscripts and Wits students themselves (4 Wits students died in the Angolan 

conflict).

I think it highlights the need for a more systematic national distribution 

of media and other resources and national co-ordinated response would have 

raised the issue considerably and done justice to the issue itself. Our 

response fell short on both counts.



'ECC NATIONAL 
FAST

"We call on all those who 

oppose the Call-up to fast 

from sunset on October the 6 

to sunset on October the 7."

DATE- 2 October 
VENUE: Amphitheatre 
TIME1 1230

Statement by Harold Winkler:

"I have decided to fast for three weeks to support 

the End Conscription Campaign calling for "Troops 

Out Of The T o w n s h i p s " . If ace the dilemma of going into 

the townships myself-I was called for the Thirteenth 

of January next year.Ido not believe that I can go to 

the army and remain sincere to my Christian faith.

I am therefore objecting to my military service on 

religious grounds.

Fasting for three weeeks will bring home to me that 

lam affected by all that goes on around me. The person 

on top of the casspir could be my brother,or my 

friend ,or me.And the one being sjambokked ,teargassed 

or shot could be my fellow -student from Wits.I feel 

that to put myself into such a situation , or to 

support it,simply be wrong.

Ibelieve that the fast willalso help me personallyto 

reflect on my faith and what that means for 

situation in this country.

I hope that the fast will have 

group of peonle .

effects on a



Did you know ?

!Pik Botha admitted supporting the MNR, after having denied doing so in parliament. 

rMagnus Malan admitted the SADF is supporting the rebel UNITA movement in Angola.

:The UN has declared South Africas occupation of Namibia illegal.

The ECC calls for an end to conscription, because conscripts are used to fight un­

just foreign wars.

Did you know ?

:0n 25 November 1984, 7000 SAP and SADF raided Sebokeng, arresting 350 residents, 

mainly under pass laws. The Band Daily Mail reported that the search had been aim­

ed mainly at 'revolutionaries,' none were found.

:Since then, most townships have been constantly occupied by the SAP and SADF.

Hundreds of residents have died, with many more injured.

The ECC calls for troops to be withdrawn from the townships, because conscripts 

are used to uphold Apartheid's injustices, by occupying the townships.

Did you know ?

:7000 conscriptees did not answer their call-up in 1985, compared to 1500 in 1984.

:0ne troubled serviceman confided 'We were called out, and began doing patrols 

with the SAP in the Black townships, I willnot forget my first patrol in a cas-
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enormous tension and conflict...

:Harold Winkler, a Wits Student facing the call-up in January, Dr Ivor Thoms of
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Cape Town, and Richard Steele of Durban, are all fasting for three weeks to pro- “• s# w i* —
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The ECC calls for the right of individual conscripts refuse duty in the town- |
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'Makes you think, does'nt it ?' ECC -A Call to Conscience.
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