Brdiars secret defensive weapon, the dotection and location of aircraft and ships by radio |
was under active development for some years before the outbrack of war in Seplember, 1939.
H remainad q closely quarded sacrat untd, \n  June 1941 , s axislance was announced fo

the world by the minister of stale, lord PBcaverbrook.

The rfzvalohon was made |orqa\q in order o shmulale interest in the raining of suitable tochnicians |
Of whloh mclr'\l..l H’tousonds warae ra,qu"nod fOl" E"‘j inslb“dh'on N opcvdhon ond mqirr"a,nqnca_ Stmunqrmusll_‘

of ‘H’?Q« Wol’f HL“mon E)u'lldl.hc, d+ ‘H’)@ Uhivaradq GF ‘W)Q, Wi:l'wd‘brsrond . ‘H"ld}' rodqr ra,s,a,qrc\f) onc'
davo\opm@ﬁ!’ had been pmcaodinq ot the Barnard Price Instituke aver since the outbreak cf war,

The story of this devalopmart and +the parts played by the po.opb concernad in & are unfolded in the
photoqraphs  and authings in these paqges.

As the result Of COPY‘QE:Pondonca batweern tha War Offioa, London., and the MUiﬁ:rq Advisar to

the Uniorn High Commisionar 2 orrcnqamorﬂ*s wore made o select a Southr Africcm scientist to
qu‘lGI‘ what information there wos available and o inikite a research preqramma in the Union.

The man saledud for this purpose was Dr. B.J.F. Schonland | then Diredor of tha Bernard
Price Instiute  of Ga«ophg‘sim‘ Rasearch and Profassor of Geophysics at the Universily of the

Witwalarsrand.

BRIGADIER  B.JF. SCHONLAND C.BE FRS.

In 1939, Briqadier Schonland travelled from Ca TJown t Durban with Dr Morsdanjmfho
was on his v::lou‘ back t New Zealand, and obfained from him tha first datails of Radic

Directon Finclinq ('cﬂ’ar‘ knownrn as chdor)
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TYPICAL CIRCUIT DIAGRAM CONTAINED IN THE RDF MANUAL

- = .

DR. SCHONLAND (cenr=e) WITH DR. HODGES (uerr) AND
MR. PHILLIPS pholograbhed ot the time of the copying
of the R.D.I?P MANUAL 1» Durban. 3

The c‘:foyinq had to be caried out with the qreskst secrecy and was made possible by the
coopersion o iwo membaers of the slaff of Howard Colleqe, rban. Thase were Dr. Hodges,

Profeesar o Physics and Mr W.E. Philips, Senior Leckirer, Department of Eledfical Enqnearmg.
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