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THE CO MMI S SI O N RESUMES ON 13 AUGUST 1992 

NTIET SA M O ST ER  X A B A , still under oath:

EXA MINATI ON  BY MR C HASKALS ON  (Cont.):

Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Xaba, it appears from your 

st atement that there was a time when somebody called you to 

correct, to ask you to correct your statement. -- Yes, that is so.

Can you tell us who it was that called you? -- I was told 

that it was a captain. I don't know what his name is.

How did it come about, you say you were told it was a captain. 

Can you just d escri be  to us what ha pp en ed and how it was that (10 

you were asked to correct your s ta te me nt? -- H aving been called 

the captai n told me that I was to correct mi st ak es in my s t a t e 

ment .

Well, first of all, where were you called to? -- To the 

police station at V a n d e r b i j l p a r k .

How were you called? -- My station c o m m a n d e r  came to my 

res idence  in a Hippo, he came to fetch me.

And where did he take you? -- From my r es i de nc e we went to 

Sello, but then Sello was not there, he had already fled.

And where did you go from ther e? -- We went to the police(20 

station, Va nd e rb i jl p ar k.

When you got to V a n d e r b i j l p a r k  police station, what happened 

there? -- We found a lot of whi te s sitti ng  there, w a tc hi ng a 

video recording.

Hmmm. Yes, can you carry on? -- The ca pta in then called 

me to anothe r room where he said we were going to correct m i s 

takes.

What were the mistakes, did he tell you what the mistakes 

were? -- He started off by ta l ki n g about times.

Yes, what did he say about that? -- He told me that my (30

m a k i n g / ....



makin g me ntion of 11 is a mistake. I should rather say it 

must have been about 9. And I then said that I was not prepared 

to change that time.

C H A I R M A N : Said that you were, or were not? -- I was not prepared 

to change that time.

MR C H A S K A L S O N : Was anything else said? -- I asked him why he 

want ed me to change this statement. Would that perhaps mean 

that he was also pre se nt  in the to w ns h ip ?  He then told me that 

he was pr esent at 11 and that that was the time when the dead 

bodies were being co llected. I then said to him that insofar (10 

as I know, the dead bodies were co ll ected in the morning. He 

then change d and said: Let us discuss the qu e s ti o n of my having 

seen the police. He asked me how I could have seen police 

running behind the Hippo when the Hippo had its lights on which 

lights were shone on me. I told him that the lights of the 

Hip po were not shone on me. I was on the side on our premises 

and the Hippo was movin g in the street. He then said that he 

was going to "donder" me, I was lying. I then said to him well, 

he would r ather hit me but in my k n ow le dge once a person has 

made a statement, you have made it, it is. not to be changed. (20 

He became angry and he called som eb o dy  else whom I heard him 

address as a lieutenant. This li eutenant p ro du ced photo's which 

he showed to this captain and he said that the se photo's were 

taken at my place of residence. When I looked at these photo's 

I noticed that the photo' s were taken at a fa raway distance 

and I realised that the places that I had po inted out to them 

were not the actual places as seen in the photo's with regard 

to the distance. What had ac tu ally hap p en ed  when these photo's 

were taken is that I had indicated to a po li ceman where to stand 

which was an ind ication of where the Hi ppo was when I saw i t . (30

B u t / ____
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But then a cc ordi ng  to those photo's that I was seeing there 

this po li ceman was sta nding fu rt h er  away from where I had in

dicated him to stand. Now, I made ment i on  of my d i s s a ti s fa c ti on

with these photo's, I said that these photo's do not show what
i

I actually had seen. The lieutenant got angry and he said that 

I had wast e d  his film., They then or dered me to go and stand 

outside. I then wan te d to know from them if they had finished 

with me, but they said that I should just go and stand outside.

I went and stood there until about 18:00 that evening. I called 

a white person who was going past me, having come out of those(10 

offices and I said to him that I wanted to go home. He then 

said they would try and get t r a n s p o r t  for me. The person who 

had been ad d ressed  as "captain" then came to me. He told me 

that they were not going to drive into the t o wn sh ip  in these 

vehicles of theirs. A Hipp o would have to come and tr an sp or t 

me to the townsh ip  be ca use there are fights in the township. I 

was taken in ano th e r ve hi cl e to the P ow e rv i l l e  Riot Unit police 

station. The white person who had taken me to this police station 

in a motor  ve hicle went and spoke to an ot h e r white person and 

said that I was to be taken to the township. Now this white (20 

person who had taken me to P o we r vi ll e  spoke to a person in 

uniform, police uniform, which is the ca m ou f l a g e  uniform and 

that one then started t a l k in g  to this one who had tr an sp o rt ed  

me to P o w er v il le  in a m a n ne r that appeared to be that of scolding 

him. I don't know what the p r o b le m was be twe en them but I saw 

this one often point his fing er  at me whil e he spoke to the man 

who had taken me to Powervil le . This white person who had taken 

me to P ow e rv i ll e  then came to me and said: The captain said he 

will take you to the to w ns h ip  and he left me there. He did not 

tell me how I was to be taken to the to w n sh ip  and/or when. (30
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A captain, he had a police un iform on, came to me and said 

I must get out of his premises and go and wait outside at the 

gate. This surprised me that I was sent out of the premises 

of the police, while I am also a m e mb e r of the police. I then 

wanted to know from him when I would be taken home because it 

is late, it was already 19:00 in the evening. I told him that 

I was taken from my place of re si dence at 08:00 in the morning.

He then told me that he would take me home when he feels like 

doing it on w h a t e v e r  day he will be fe el ing like doing it. I 

then asked him: Are you now ta lk i n g about days or time? (10

Can I interrupt you for a mome n t - were you taken home by 

the police that night, or not? -- I was not taken home. I walked 

from V e re e n i g i n g  to the t o wn sh ip  Boipatong.

That night, did an yt hing happen at your house? -- Yes, 

members of the police came and they kicked the doors. But this 

was not at my usual place of reside nce, it was at my aunt's 

place where I was. Be ca us e I was afraid of going to my usual 

place of residence.

No fur t h er  questions.

C H A I R M A N : Mr Mostert, do you have any..? (20

MR M O S T E R T : I have no questions.

C H A I R M A N : Qu e st i o n s ?  Mr Ha tt i ng h ?

MR H A T T I N G H : Thank you, Mr Chairma n.  Were you born in Boipatong 

and did you grow up there? -- Yes, that is so.

Have you noticed that there has been an increase in violence 

during the past two years?  -- Yes, that is so.

Do you know what the reason for it is? -- Yes, I do.

Can you tell us? -- It is the lack of co - op e r a t i o n  between 

the township residents and the police.
\

Now why do you say that? -- My re f er en c e to the township (30

res i d e n t s / ....
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residents is actually  to the o r g an is a ti o ns  ANC and Inkatha.

I don't un de r st a nd  that answer. I asked you why you 

said that the reason for the increase in viole nc e can be a t t r i 

buted to the lack of I think you said "c onfidence" between the 

p o l i c e . . ( i n t e r v e n e s ) .

C H A I R M A N : Co-ope ra t io n , co-opera ti on .

MR H A T T I N G H : C o - o p e r a t i o n  between the police and the community.

Well, I would put it this way: The police are partial, they 

have people that they like and those they do not like.

Now who is attacki ng  wh o? *-- In my o b se r v a t i o n s  I would - (10 

say Inkatha attacks the t o wn sh ip residents. You see, these 

Inkatha people do not reside in the to w ns hi p  but they do come to 

the to w ns h ip  to do wrong things.

But how can you know that the peoples who come to the t o w n 

ships to do wrong things, that they are members of Inkatha? -- 

You see, in my knowledge, what I have ob se rv e d is that w henev er  

they would be fi g h ti n g in the to wn sh i p if they were to run away 

they would always run to the hostel, and they are also fond of 

maki ng  use of ut ter a nc es  such as these: "Izondi Inkatha".

What does that mean? -- I do not know what that word mean£?°

Do you know, perhaps, Mr Interpr et er ?

I N T E R P R E T E R : L it er al ly? I will just give you a literal t r a n s 

lation I do not know what the words mean. "It does not hate 

the Inkatha".

MR H A T T I N G H : Now, have you act ually ob s er v ed  some of these 

attacks that you are s peaki ng  about? -- (Have you..?)

Observed, some of the attacks that you have just spoken 

about? -- Yes, we were atta ck ed on an occ a si on  while we were 

in a tavern.

In a tav e rn ?  And I do not want to go into too much det ail(30

b u t / ....



but tell us briefly what happen ed  on that o cc a si on ? -- These 

people came to the tavern and wa nt ed liquor forcibly. And 

then we saw them as sau lt a person outside. This person was 

being hit with sticks, or kieries. I got out of the premises 

and went and stopped at the corner of that street. Police 

from the office in the to w ns h ip  then came to this place. They 

chased these people out. When they were being chased out as 

they went past us we asked them why they were as saul t in g  that 

person. What surprised me about these peop le was that they were 

we aring o ve r-coats  on a Sunday, but there was no need for them(10 

to be wear i ng  over-coats.

What did they say, when you asked them why they had done 

that? -- Only one of them r e sp on ded to this q u es ti on of mine.

Saying? -- He said that person had got rath er too familiar 

with them. Now this one who answ ered me is a person who had 

resided in the township.

Do you know his name? -- I know his name, yes. He is George. 

And you say he had been living in the to w ns h ip  but where 

was he living at that time? -- We grew up t o g et h er  in the t o w n 

ship and he was still resi ding in the tow nship. (20 

Is he still there? -- He is no longer there now, he is no 

longer resi ding there now.

Do you know where - sorry. -- He now resides in the KwaMadala 

How do you know that? -- Well, we had heard from a sister 

of this man that he d i sa pp e ar e d after having taken money from 

their home about R800.00. Now, I got to know that he resides
?

at the K w a M a d al a  because I used to go to the K w a M a da l a for gyms 

and I used to see him t r a v e l l i n g  in these people's many vehicles.

Now you say, you seem to be saying that you have a lot of 

tr ouble with the people from KwaMad a l a.  -- Yes, there are a (30
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lot.

Do you know why they are giving you trouble, why are they 

giving the t ow nship residents tr ouble? -- Well, it is because 

they just reside there but they are not em pl oyed. They would 

be in need of money. So they just come into the township, take 

what they like, they also take girls there.

When you say they "take" girls, wha t do you mean? -- When 

they come to a shebeen, they would produce guns and make their 

own choices of the women there, girls, take them and just get 

away. ( 10
I

And I assume that this must have upset the t ownsh ip  r e s i 

dents? -- Well, what I have heard is that w h e n e v e r  girls were 

taken to the hostel and had stayed there, they would sort of 

become Inkatha. They would reveal secrets, the t ow nship secrets.

I do not know how this is done. • .

What kind of town sh i p secrets would they reveal? -- What I 

think is that it might perhaps  be that when these people attend 

political me et ings, it would not be de s ir a bl e to those belonging 

to those political meetings, for anyone of them who attends 

meetings to be going to the hostel. What it really is, I don't(20 

k n o w .

Are you trying to say that it is not d es i ra bl e  for people 

who attend ANC m ee ti ng s to go and tell the Kw aM a d a l a  residents 

about what was d i scusse d at the m e e t i ng s ? -- Yes.

Why not? Are there things said at these m eetin gs  that are 

not meant for other ears? -- You see, first, I don't know what 

disc u ss io n s take place in these me e tings. I never attended 

political meeti ngs.

Why not? -- I was taug ht in the police force that I was not 

to belong to political or g an i s a t i o n s .  (30

R i g h t / ....
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Right. -Now you have also m e n t i o n e d  something  about a Vaal 

residents' orga ni s at io n , or so me th in g to that effect yesterday.

A Vaal Civic As s oc i at i on . -- Yes.

Do they also have me e tings ? -- Yes, they do.

Do you g o . .(i n t e r v e n e s ) . I sometimes do attend their 

meeti n g s .

And what is di s cu ss ed  at these m ee t in g s?  -- In the Vaal 

Civic A s s o c i a t i o n  meetings, prob le ms  that occur in the township 

are discussed.

Now, would you say that B o i p at o ng  is-that the residents of(10 

B oi pa tong are p r e d o m i n a n t l y  sup po rt ers of the ANC? -- I would 

believe so.

And I think you already said there are no Inkatha members 

living in Bo ip a to ng ?

C H A I R M A N : I dpn't think so, Mr Hattingh .

MR H A T T I N G H : I may have m i s u n d e r s t o o d  him. Perhaps I should 

put it as a q u e st io n  then. Do you know of members of Inkatha 

living in Boip at o n g?

C H A I R M A N : Su pp o rt e rs  of Inkatha.

MR H A T T I N G H : Supp or t er s  of Inkatha. -- Well, what nor ma ll y (20 

has ha pp ened is when people join Inkatha they have left the 

township, I don't know why.

Yes, well that is more or less wha t I th o ug h t you said 

before. So as far as you know there are no members of Inkatha 

living in the t o wn sh ip? -- I knew people who had been staying 

in the t ownsh ip  and were members of Inkatha, but they are no 

longer staying in the township.

And Inkatha do not have m e et in gs in Boipat o n g?  -- No.

The ANC however, have me et i ng s  in Bo i pa t on g ? -- I have 

only heard about meetings, I cannot sp ec ify w h e t he r  these were(30
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act ually ANC me et ings or not. I don't have fi rs t- ha n d knowledge.

Aren't these m eetin gs  pu bl icised before they take place?

-- I have only heard from people that there was to be a meeting 

of the ANC. I don't p e r so n al ly  know anything, be cause I do not
||

even attend those meetings.

These meetings, where are they nor ma ll y held, do you know?

-- I do not know.

Now, as a result of the tr ou ble that the t ownsh ip  has e x 

pe rienced from the Kw a Ma da l a people, do you know w h et h er  they 

have taken any steps to pr ot ect th em se l ve s ? -- (The people i n (10 

the township?)

The peo pl e in the township, yes. -- No, I haven't seen 

action taken. What I do know is that these people had trust 

in the police to pr ot ec t them but this has not happened.

Are you saying that you do not know w h e t he r  the people of 

B oi p at on g  took action to try and pr ot ec t thems e lv e s then, if the 

police does not pr ot ec t them? -- No, exc ep t that a person gets 

a wea pon to defend himself, but I have not seen action being 

t a k e n .

Do you know of peo pl e in the to wn s hi p  who are in (20

posse s si o n of fi re ar ms ? -- I have not seen a person in posses sion 

of a firearm unless it is a licensed person or a policeman.

Apart from the fact that you have not seen people in 

posses s io n  of firea rms, have you not heard or rec eived info r ma 

tion to the eff ect that there are people in the township in 

po ss es s io n  of firearm s that are not licensed? -- Well, I have 

heard that people got shot. In my tho u gh t  they must have been 

shot by peop le coming from ou tside Boipaton g,  like it has 

hap pened that people have come from ou ts i d e and they have taken 

firearms from police or from member s of the police. (30

A n d / ....



And then after they had done that, they left again? -- Yes 

because you see I am sa tisfied that these people must have come 

from outside. T h e y c o m e  in vehicles and they would leave again. 

O th er wise the people in Boipatong, because this is a very small 

township, are known to me and I am also known to them. The 

people who come from outside have also had this saying that the 

people in B oi p a t o n g  beg the police in Bo i pa t on g  and they have 

no time to be begging  the police.

Now, have you never heard of se lf - d e f e n c e  units in Boipatong? 

-- I have not heard of them. (10

You do not know any steps that B o i p at o ng  people took to 

try and protect t h em s el ve s  from attacks from outside?  -- What I 

have seen as a se l f- p r o t e c t i o n  measu re  taken is the digging  of 

furrows in the streets. Now I have wanted to know why this 

was being done and it was said this is to prev e n t mo tor vehicles 

that move about and from which people get shot.

Now, you told us y e s t e r d a y  about a m e e ti ng  that you attended 

at Houtkop  or that you wa nted to go and attend at Houtkop. -- Yes.

And at that stage you were told that there were complaints

120
about the fact that you black po l ic e me n were not pro pe rl y armed.

-- Yes, that is so.

And you also told us that a d ec is i o n  was taken in that r e 

gard? -- Well, the promi se  was made that s om et h in g  will be 

done about this, but our d ecis io n was that we, as black policemen 

will go into the township, S e b o k e n g  and get firearms that are 

in the po s se s si on  of people.

How did you know that people in S e b ok en g  were in po ssession 

of fi re arms? -- I have often work ed  in places such as Zone 7 

in Sebokeng, w h e n e v e r  there were fights or rioting and we would 

shoot with teargas at-t ho se  p a r t i ci p at in g , what I have seen (30



is that of the youths in the townsh ip  have shot back at us.

And that never happened  in Boipato ng ? -- I did not work 

for a long time in B oi p at on g but in my e xp e ri e nc e for the time 

that I have worked in Boipatong, that never happened.

Yes. Now on one of the occasions  after the massacre, 

when you were on yo ur way to catch a taxi to get out of Boipatong 

you saw a red Combi ap pr oa ch i ng  you with a lot of youths inside 

is that correct?  -- Yes, that is so.

Did you know any of the oc cu pa nts of that veh icle? -- No, 

these were unknown people. Un kno wn to me, but I spoke to (10 

one of the people who happened to be in the vicin it y about these 

people and that one told me that t h e s e , w e r e  people from Sharpe- 

v i 1 l e .

And the y were armed, with fi re arms? -- Yes, that is so.

I will come back to that issue at a later stage. Now, you 

told us about the people diggin g t re nches in Bo ip at on g ? -- Yes. 

Yes, I told you that tr enches had been dug.

Yes, now these trenches you say are dug to pr ev ent cars 

from m oving  and be ca use you people are shot at from cars? -- Yes 

that is so. Vehi cl es that move about have been seen to be - (20 

having peopl e shoo ti ng from them when people got killed.

Now, how often did that happen? -- To my k n ow le dge it 

happened twice.

Once only? -- To my k no wl e dg e  it h appe ne d twice.

Sorry, twice. I did not hear you. Twice. Can you give 

us an ind ication when that h ap pe ned more or less? -- On one 

occasion I was on duty in the to wnship at the office when a 

motor vehicle went past and they were s h oo ti ng into the air from 

that vehicle . We just simply said to ourselves: This might 

be of those peop le that take fire arms from me mb er s of the (30

po 1 i c e / ....
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police.

C H A I R M A N : C ou n se l' s qu es tion to you was when were those two 

incidents. -- It was before the massacre.

MR H A T T I N G H : Now, were you on duty when this happe ned? -- I was 

on duty, yes.

Did you go outside to investiga te ? -- (Go outside, do you mean 

outsid e the building, or ou ts ide into the township?)

When you heard shoot in g outside the building, and you are 

a policeman, didn't you go out to in vestiga te ? -- I did go out . 

of the buil di ng and then I noticed that that vehicle was mo vi ng(10 

into the to wnship. I suggested to a s ergeant  that we make a 

follow-up. The sergeant then said that our H ippo was open on 

top and we are afraid of driv i ng  into the to wn s hi p  in such a 

Hippo.

Why were you afraid of driv in g into the t ow ns hip in such 

a Hip po? -- This was said by a sergeant and if I insist in such 

matter s then I would only be told by my sergeant that if we 

drive into the t ow ns hip with such a Hi p po  even a ha n d- gr enade 

can be thrown into the Hi pp o from on top. Then they would go 

furthe r and say: Why is it that we are given such Hi pp o's (20 

when the whites are given better p r ot e ct e d Hippo's.

Now, what I am try in g to find out from you is: Are you 

saying that you r sergeant was afraid that that Hippo might be 

attacked, if you were to follow that car that was shooting? -- 

Yes, that is so.

At ta c ke d  by whom? -- Well, that is what he told me, and then 

he would go on and say to me: Do not be in sisting in having 

things done. You will die in an early age, you are still a child.

But did you ask him who he was afraid of, who was going to 

attack you? -- Well, I said to him: But we have got to follow(30

t h a t / ____
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that vehicle and see what is hap pe n in g  and find out wh et her 

these firearms that were being used are licensed or not, but 

he just simply said he is afraid.

I want to put it to you that your s ergeant was afraid ofi
being atta ck ed  by the residents of Boipaton g.  -- I did not think 

who he might be r e f e r r i n g  to, all he simply said was: He is 

a f r a i d .

Did you not ask him, who he was afraid of? -- But he said 

to me, even comrades can throw h a n d - gr en a de s  into the Hippo from 

on t o p . (10

So he w a s . . ( i n t e r v e n e s ) . -- He did not tell me who would 

a ctuall y do that.

But he was afraid of co mr ad es? -- Yes, ac co rd in g to my o b 

servation and my u n de rs ta nding,  he was afraid of comrades, yes.

Are there comrades in B oi p at on g ? -- What comrades actually 

are, I do not know, but what I have seen in Boipatong, is groups 

of people who would be singin g and c h an ti ng  and then it would be 

said that those are comrades.

And those people that you refer to, the groups of people 

singing, they are- residents of B o ip a to n g?  -- Those that I had (20 

seen singing were residents of Bdipa to ng, there were amongst 

them, people that are not residents of Boipatong.

Yes. I want to put it to you that you know pe rf ectly well 

that the ser ge an t was afraid of the res idents of B o ip at ong or 

at least afraid of some of them. -- He did not say w h e th e r it 

is Bo ip a to n g people or Bo i pa t on g resid en ts  that he is afraid of 

but you see, when insisting I said to him: You see, I have 

relatives who reside in the township, rather let me go, so that 

I go and see what is h ap pening there.

Now, that is one occas ion that you told us about, did (30

y o u / ....
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you also wi tn es s the other occasion, you said that you know

of two occasions when shots were fired from vehicles. -- Well,

the dates I would not be able to give you but what would happen

is there would be shooting in a moving, or from a moving

vehicle.

C H A I R M A N : The qu estion you were asked is w h e t h e r  you, personally 

saw the ot her o c ca si on  on which there were - w h et h er  you were 

p er so n al l y pr es ent at the second oc casion when they were shootin-g. 

-- I had been in a house at my place of r es iden ce  when people 

came running into the pr em ises. A vehicle had been mov ing (10 

there but then there was shoo ti ng and the people who had been 

in that ve hicle also came into the premi ses and they even shot 

in the ground on the premi ses of my pa rents at the back of the 

h o u s e .

MR H A T T I N G H : Was an ybo dy injured on that o cc a si on ? -- No.

And what did you, as a po li c em a n do about that incident? -- 

No, I could not do anything. You see, I was just as good as 

not a p ol ic eman even though I am a po li ceman be cause I was not 

even in po ss e s s i o n  of a gun.

But after the incident, what did you do about it, after t h 4 2c 

incident? -- Now be ca us e I knew the peop le  who had run away 

being chased by those that were shooting, I went to those people 

to find out if they knew who it was that was shooting.

I N T E R P R E T E R : I mi ght have i n terpr et ed  wron gl y.  He says: I 

went to these people to find out if they were not injured and 

they told me that they were not injured.

MR H A T T I N G H : But you told us the people came onto the premises 

and shots were fired w hi l st  they were on the pr em is es ? -- You 

see, what happ en ed is the se people had run into the premises 

because they knew that premises to be the home of a po l ic e ma n (30

and/....
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and they were hoping to get pr ot ec ti o n or help. But then when 

they knocked on the door, I did not respond and they got into 

the premises behind.

But I unders to od  you to say that the attackers also came 

into the pre mises and that they fired shots at the back of 

your house? Or your parents' house. -- Yes, but by saying that 

those att ackers also came into the premises and went to the 

back of the house is that they did shoot in the ground and 

behind, this was behind the house, that is why I say they had 

come into the premises. ’ (1-0

And do you know what type of fi re ar m was used on that 

oc casion? -- Ac c or di n g to my o b se r va ti on , the fi re ar m that I 

saw was an au to ma tic firearm. Even also from the sound. I 

noticed by the ma ga z in e  of this fi rearm that it was an automatic 

r i f l e .

You know the di f fe r en c e be tween an AK and a police automatic 

rifle, don't you? -- The police use two a u tomat ic  firearms an 

R 1 and an R5.

Yes. You know what both of t h e m . l o o k  like? -- Yes, I do.

And you also know what an AK looks like? -- Yes, I do. (20

On this occa si on what fi rearm did the att a ck e r have? -- 

I would say it was ei th er  an R5 or an AK.

But why can't you tell the di ffer en ce , why can't you say 

what it was? -- I could only go as far as saying it might 

have been an AK because in my e x p e r i e n c e  when an AK is being 

used, what they have done is cut short the butt. Now this one 

did not have a butt at all.

Yes. Now, at what time of the day or night did this in

cident occur? -- It was very late in the night, I would estimate 

about 01:00. (30
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And you a ctually  looked out of the house and you observed 

the att a ck e r or attac k er s ? -- Yes, I did, although I was afraid 

and I saw these people.

Yes. Now, did you after that incident, go and report the 

mat te r to the police, were the police called in? -- No, in my 

knowledge, I was to go to the police station to report this.

I did not call the police. I did report this at work. My 

actual intention in r e po rting this was an e n d e a v o u r  again to 

be fu rnis he d with a firearm.

Now, when you reported it to the police station, was t h a t (10 

the next day? -- I did report it in the morning.

At B oi p at o ng ?  -- In Evaton.

And can you give - put a date to this incident, more or 

less? -- No, I am just c o nf us ed by dates now, I just do not 

remember dates well.

Did you see w h e t h e r  the person to whom you rep or te d it, made 

an entry in the oc c ur r e n c e  book? -- Well, what I have noticed 

is that w h a t e v e r  I have reported  at work is not taken that 

serious. I am just regarded as a mad person.

MR S I T H O L E : Or silly. (20

I N T E R P R E T E R : Or..?

MR S I T H O L E : Silly, silly.

I N T E R P R E T E R : A mad person he said.

MR S I T H O L E : Stout. -- I am regar de d a very silly person, he said 

I am r egarded  a mad person. I am r eg ar ded a very silly person 

it has actually been said: You are too naughty, you won't even 

be given a gun be ca use you are too naughty, you see too many 

t h i n g s .

MR H A T T I N G H : Now, why as a m a t te r of interest, did you go and 

report it at Evaton and not at Boipaton g,  which was in a very (30

s h o r t / ....
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short di st a nc e  from whe re this must have o cc ur red? -- (Why did

he report it at Evaton?)

Why report the incident to Evaton police station and not 

to Bo ip at on g ? -- I reported it at Evaton be ca us e I was to resume 

duty at 06:00 in the morning.

Yes, but now, surely as a policeman, you know that you 

should report such an incident to the police station in the area? 

That it would be their re s po n s i b i l i t y  to attend to it and not 

Evaton, which is quite far away from Bo ip a t o n g ?  -- I was aware

of this, yes, but I felt that I should rather report it at (10
i

my police station, the intention being that I would also make 

an e n d e a v o u r  by r ep o rt in g this, to be given a firearm.

Was that the only purpose  why you reported it? -- Well, the 

other reason is that when I must resume duty at 06:00 I am 

fetched at 04:00 in the morning. • .

No, no, you said that you reported it be ca use you were 

trying to pers uade them to issue you with a firearm. Was that 

the only reason why you report ed  it to yo ur  poli ce station at 

Evaton? -- I have said I left too early and I could not go to 

that office. (20

C H A I R M A N : Mr Xaba, you are not a ns we r in g  the question. Please 

listen to the qu e st io n  and answ er  the qu e st i on  that is being put 

to you. The que st i on  was, was the only reason you reported the 

incident at Evaton be cause you wan ted them to issue you with a 

gun, with a fire ar m? -- Well, I have stated two reasons. I was 

re po rt ing be cause this incident is an unlawful incident.

MR H A T T I N G H : Yes, precisely: You wanted  the police to i n v es t i

gate it and to try and find the culprits. -- I was so d i si ll usioned  

with re port in g many incidents to the police. I had just grown 

tired of r ep or t in g  and reporting. (30
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K23.2329 - 653 - XABA



K23 .2 51 0 - 654 - XABA

You know that when an aut omatic rifle is fired it a u t o 

m a ti cally ejects the spent c ar tr idge cases? -- It is with the 

she 11.

The empty c a rt ri d ge  case. That is au t om a t i c a l l y  ejected 

when you fire the fire ar m? -- Yes, I do know.

And did you find such empty car tr i dg e  cases on the premises 

the next day? -- I did try to look for them, I could not find it.

Can you perhaps offer an e x p l a n a t i o n  as to why you could 

not find any? -- I don't know, but I could only think that the 

people might have taken them. . (10

A t . . ( i n t e r v e n e s ) . -- They might be having knowl ed ge  of the 

police looking for those things when they come.

Did you see them looking for them there on the ground? -- 

I did not. I have also ex pl ai n ed  that even when I was peeping 

throug h to see whet is h ap pe ning outside I was still afraid, so 

I could not just pr o pe r ly  look at e v e r y t h i n g  that is taking place 

there.

Yes, but at some stage the shoo ti ng  must have stopped? -- I 

do not understand.

Well, at some stage the people who came into the premis es (2 0 

and fired shots must have stopped sho ot in g they did not continue 

sh ooting in your yard for the whole night? -- Yes, that is so. 

There was this shooting and after that shooting, I heard a 

motor ve hic le move off from in front of my home.

And did you then look out again to see what had happened?

-- No, I did not.

Did you - can I first ask you this: For how long have you 

been wo rk i ng  in Boipato ng, when did you start w o r k i n g  in Boipatong? 

-- I started w o r k in g  in B o i p a t o n g  after the 16th or 17th of June.

So were y o u’not w o rk in g  at the B o i p a t o n g  police station (30
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at the time of the mas sa c re ?  -- I actu al ly  - now I remember, I

actually started wo r ki n g in B o ip a to ng  after the massa cre.

Can you r emembe r how long after? -- Afte r about eight days.

Now, why did you, why were you allowed to work at Boipatong 

police s t a t i o n . . ( i n t e r v e n e s ) . -- (Why were you..?)

Allowed to work at Bo i patong  police station if you were 

stationed at Evaton police station? -- What happens is I like 

going to work but then I must put on my uniform  ar\d then I have 

to go past even people who do not like us, I am not in possession 

of a gun. I tho ug h t it better for me to work in Bo i patong and (10 

I phoned my place of work and I wanted to know why I was not 

being fetched. What I was told was that we w ou ld be fetched.

So I did not go to work, while wait i ng  to be fetched but I 

rea lised later that the days on which I did not go to work were 

marked as absen te es . I de cided that it would be better for me 

to work in Boipatong.

But did you have an option? I mean, could you simply on 

your  own decide that you were no longer going to work at Evaton 

but tha t you were going to work at Bo i pa t on g ? -- Well, I took 

the de ci sion that it will be bet te r .for me to work in Boipatong(20 

and I phoned them, I also de cided to phone them and suggest that 

I rather go and work in Boipa tong. This was agreed to.

Who did you phone? -- I phoned W a r ra n t Of f ic e r Mo ts wene.

Where is he st ati on e d?  -- He is in Evaton.

And did he arrange for you to go and work at B oi p at on g or 

did you simply arrive one day at B o ip a t o n g  and announce the fact 

that you were now going to work there ? -- We went and requested 

the station c o m m a n de r  at B o i p a to ng  that we work there. He was 

di ff ic ult but we begged him and he ul ti m a t e l y  agreed.

You talk about "we", who is "we"? -- That is m yself (30

a n d / ....
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and S e l l o .

Was Co n st ab l e Sello also st ationed  at Evaton with you 

before? -- Yes, that is' so.

And did he start work i ng  at B o ipatong  on the same day that 

you did? -- Ye s ,t ha t  is so.

So at the date of the ma s sa c re  you were still, both of you 

were still stationed at Evaton? -- Yes, but we were not going 

to work.

I will come to that. Were there ot he r po li ce m en  in Boipatong 

who were st ationed at Evaton, w o r ki ng  with you and Sello at (10 

Evaton? -- Yes, three.

And wher e are they station ed  at the moment, the other three? 

-- Well, when they got to know of this thoug ht  of ours, they also 

went and made a similar request which was acceded to.

So all five of you are now st at io ned at Bo ip atong? -- Yes 

but there are six of us, one is from S h ar p ev il le.

Can you give me the names of the other four please? -- 

Buthelezi, Mokele, Matsan in g,  Mabuza.

Yes. Or ig i n a l l y  when you gave ev i d en c e yesterday, you said 

that you were st ationed at Evaton but be ca use of lack of tr ans-(20 

port "I have been w o rk i ng  in Boi pa tong". -- Yes, that is so.

So is that the only reason why you change d from Evaton to 

Boipat o ng ?  -- Yes, that is.

How did you used to get to Evaton police station before 

you t r an s f e r r e d  to Bo ipat o ng ?  -- I was fetched  from my residence. 

In a Hippo.

In a H i p p o . -- Y e s .

Was there a reason for your being fetched in a Hippo and 

not in an or d in ar y  police ve hi cle? -- There was a reason, yes.

The police, ordina ry  police vehicle is just an o r di na ry (30

v e h i c l e / ....
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vehicl e and the yo ung men in S e b ok en g  can shoot.

But not the young men in B oi p at o ng ? -- The Boipat on g 

people are not so tro ub le some. Becau se  I am even able to stay 

in B oi pato ng  now.

Yes. Now, can I just get this from you: At the time of 

the massacre, or just prior to the massacre, had you been going 

to work r eg u la rl y in Evaton? -- No. I was being fetche d only 

w h e n ev e r they would remember.

And on those days that you were not fetched, what did you 

do? -- Well, what I would usually do is I would be in my (10

uniform, wait i n g to be fetche d and I would just be there for 

the whole day.

Yes, and the - since the ma ss ac re, did you go back to work 

at Evaton? -- I went to Evaton be cause a Hi p po  had been sent to 

Evaton to fetch chairs from Evaton and this was a Hippo from 

Boipatong.

What I am tr yi ng  to get from you is did you reg ul ar ly go 

back to work after the incident? -- No, I was not fetche d at all.

Did you make e nq u ir ie s as to why you were not fetched? -- 

I did, and w h e n e v e r  I asked I would be told that they were (20 

coming. I would then wait, but nobody would turn up.

Who did you co nt act when you were not fetched ? -- You mean 

w h e ne ve r  I phoned them?

Yes. -- I would speak to a sergeant.

Can we have his name, please. -- S e r g ea n t Mhafa.

How many times did you co nt ac t him to make en qu ir ie s as to 

why you were not fe tc h ed ? -- I think it was about three times 

that I spoke to him.

And did you only co ntact him once on a p a rt i c u l a r  day or 

more than once? -- No, I co n t ac t ed  him once and spoke to him (30

o n c e / ____
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once a day over the phone.

I gather that you have a t e l e ph o ne  available  to you, was 

it in your parents' house or where did you phone from? -- I was 

making use of a t el e p h o n e  at Sello's parents' house. The public 

te le phone was out of w o r k in g condition.

Was C o n s t a b l e  Sello supposed to be fetched with you and 

taken to Evat on police station? -- Yes, that is so.

And the other four gen tl emen who se names you gave us a little 

while ago? -- They would also not go unless we are fetched 

but when we phoned, they would say but don't be forcing these(10 

people because  they know they have got to fetch us.

MR CHASKALSON: Mr Chairman..(intervenes) -- You see, another instruction 

that we had been given at work was that if we are not fetched 

then we must not force issues, and go for public transport.

Mr Cha irman, sorry, I am r e lu ct ant to interrupt my learned 

friend, but he has been over an hour on collat er al  c re di bility  

issues. We have got - if we are going to have 30 or more w i t 

nesses d e s c r i b i n g  events still, this c om m is s i o n  will never end, 

and wh il st I am re lu ct a nt  to interrupt, I do ask that some c o n 

straints be placed upon t h e . . ( i n t e r v e n e s ) . (20 

C H A I R M A N : In fact, it is an hour and a half. I share your 

impatience, Mr Ch aska ls on , I have been r el uc tant to interrupt 

because this witn es s has given important e v i de n ce  and his 

c r e d ib i li ty  o b v i ou s ly  is an issue and for that reason it seems 

to me that Mr Hat t in gh  must be given a fair amount of latitude, 

but pe rhaps Mr Hatt in gh , just indicate how much longer you are 

going to be on colla te ral issues?

MR H A T T I N G H : Mr Chair ma n,  it is d i f f i c u l t  for me to say but I 

would submit that this wi tness and Sello are p r ob ab ly  two of 

the most crucial w i t n e s s e s  to give evidence in this m a tt er  and (30

t h a t / ____
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that we should be afforded an o p p o r t u n i t y  to test their evidence

thoroughly, Mr Cha irman.

C H A I R M A N : I am not - I don't intend st op pi n g you in any way 

Mr Hattingh, but if you would take into account the time aspect 

I would be g r a t e f u l .

MR H A T T I N G H : I will, thank you, Mr Chairman.

Now, constable, the other four ge n tl e me n and Co n stable  Sello 

were the six of you always taken per police vehicle to where you 

were st a tioned  at the time? -- Yes, that is so.

And were all of you not fetche d on those days that you (10 

were not fetched? -- Yes, that is so.

And that is the only reason why all six of you did not go 

to work on those o cc a si on s ? -- Yes, that was the reason.

Inbetween the date of the ma ss a cr e  and the date that you 

were t r an sf e r r e d  to Boipato ng, can you tell us on how many of 

those days you were not fetche d to be taken to work? -- (Could 

you come again?)

Inbetween the date of the massacre, the 17th of June and the 

date on which you were t ra ns f e r r e d  to Bo ipa tong, you said it was 

about a week after the massacre, can you tell us on how many (20 

of those days you were not fetched to be taken to work? -- It 

could have been about eight days.

Can I ask you the questi on  this way: Since the massacre, to 

the date that you started w o r ki n g in Boi patong, did you go to 

Evaton to work at all? -- I did not.

And the only reason for that was the fact that the police 

had f or go tten to come and pick you up? -- Could you repeat the 

question, please?

The reason why you did not go back at all, inbetween the 

m assacr e until you started w o r k i n g  at Boipa to ng , was the fact(30
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can only be attr ib u te d  to the fact that the police did not come

to fetch you? -- That was the only reason.

And on each day that they failed to arrive to fetch you to 

work, you phoned? -- I did not phone on each and every day, b e 

cause the th ou gh t  thatalso o ccurred  to me was that we do not 

really like one an ot her at work.

The thou g ht  had occurr ed  to you that you are not really 

well liked..? -- We do not really like one another.

At work? -- At work. I t h o ug h t that this was just being 

del iberately d o n e . (10

The pol ic e who used to come and fetch you, were they white 

po li ce men or black p ol i ce m en ? -- They were black policemen.

Why did you think that they did not like you? -- You see, 

our warr a nt  off i c er  used to like us, im me di ately after our arrival 

there from college. We were ten on arrival from college. What 

we saw was that the police that were there were not dili ge nt in 

their work. They could not handle many cases. You see, they 

were people that w ould not like a r re s ti n g people who are found 

in po s se ss i on  of poss ib l y stolen vehicles. W h e n e v e r  we were 

han dling cases and we had peo ple locked up in the cells, we (20 

w ould so me times find that these people are not in the cells and 

when we made en q u ir ie s  about this, we wo uld then be told that 

we are t rying to be smart.

Well, can I just ask you - sorry. Were you finished, Mr 

Interpreter?

I N T E R P R E T E R : Ja, I was just try in g to get him to say some of 

the things he had said.

MR H A T T I N G H : Yes. Can I just ask you this: On those days that 

you actual ly  reported for duty, did you have to sign some sort 

of a reg ister? -- I was signing, yes, w h e n e v e r  I reported (30
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for duty.

Yes, and that re g is te r  will be at Evaton police station? -- 

Yes, the r egister  is now at Boipatong.

Yes, and did you have a pocket-book, an official police 

p oc k et -b o ok  at the time? -- I did.

And you were required to sign y o u r se l f on duty in your 

p o ck e t- b oo k  and o ff -d uty in your pocket -book, not so? -- Yes, I 

was and a sergeant was to sign the poc ket -b oo k.

* Right. Where is that p o ck e t - b o o k ?  -- I have it with me.

Can I see it please ? * (10

C H A I R M A N : Would you like to take the a d j o ur nm e nt  now?

THE C O MM IS S I O N  AD J OU R NS  THE CO MM I SS I ON  RESUMES

NT IETSA MOST E R X A B A , still under oath:

E X AMIN AT IO N BY MR HATT INGH (Continued): Thank you, Mr Chairman. 

Now, c on s ta b le  you have given me your pocket diary. I would like 

you to look at the entry for the 14th of June. Perhaps - I 

would like you first of all to look at the very first entry in 

this book wh ich is an entry made on the - it looks like the 3rd 

or the 5th of June, 1992 and then t h e r e a f t e r  to look at the one 

on the 14th of June. First look at the first one on the - (20 

tell us what the date is there, I can't be sure w h et he r  it is 

a 3 or a 5?

C H A I R M A N : What is the date of the first entry? -- It is the 

5th of June 1992.

And now you are asked to look at the entry of the 14th of

J u n e .

MR H A T T I N G H : Just before he does that Mr  Ch airman, can I just 

deal with that first entry. Who is the person who signed the 

po ck e t- bo o k in re spect of that first entry? -- This is Sello's (30
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signature.

Is he a sergeant? -- No, he is not a sergeant.

Where is he statio ne d?  -- We were st ationed to ge t he r  in 

E v a t o n .

Is he still stationed there? -- We are not stationed there

n o w .

When did he - where is he st atio ne d now? -- We are in B o i 

patong together.

Was he one of the people that you mentio ne d,  one of the 

four people that you m e nt i o n e d  who t r a n s f e r r e d  with you from (10 

Evaton to Bo ip at on g ? -- Yes, that is so.

And you said in your ev id ence that at first you were not 

sure whe t he r  you tr a ns f e r r e d  to B o i p a to ng  before or after the 

massacre, and then you said sp on tan eously: I have just remembered 

that it was about eight days after the ma ssacre, a week or eight 

days after the massacre, is that correct? -- Yes, that is so 

but I was not s pe c if y in g  when a ct ua lly I was t ra nsfe rr ed . It was 

an estim at io n.

Yes, but you were fairly sure that it was about a week after 

the m a s s a c re ?  -- Yes, that is so. (20

Why did Sello sign yo ur p oc k et - b o o k ?  -- He signed it because 

our sergea nt  just don't care about us.

And did he on the days prior to the 5th of June, also sign 

your book? -- It did happen, yes that he signed it.

And when you tr a ns f e r r e d  to Boipatong , who signed your book 

then? -- It was signed by a S e r g e a n t  Lesibo.

And where is he s ta ti on ed? -- He is statione d at Boipatong.

Was he ever sta tioned at Evaton with you? -- No.

So at Evaton he would never have signed your book? -- Well, 

he could sign it as c o n f i r m a t i o n  that I have reported for (30
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d u t y .

No, but - sorry, I am ge tting a bit confused now. At 

Boipatong, can I get this clear, Seiso, is that the sergeant 

who signed your book at Bo ipa t on g ? -- (You say Seiso?)

Lesibo, Lesibo, is he the sergea nt  who signed your book at 

B o ip atong police station? -- Yes, that is so.

And he would never have signed you r book at Evaton, while 

you were still w o r ki n g at Evaton? -- He could sign it, if he 

would have been there when I reported for duty or if he had 

seen that I have reported for duty. (10
I

No, I do not follow that: He is statione d at Boipatong, 

why would he sign your book whil s t you are still reporti ng  for 

duty and o f f - d ut y  at Evaton? -- Well, I think that if he would 

not be able to go and report for duty in Boipatong, he could 

perhaps go and report for duty in Evaton, seeing< he  stays in 

Sebokeng. And if he were to be present when I report for duty 

at Evaton, then he could sign my book.

You say you think that that is possible. Did it in fact 

happen? -- No, that has not happened.

Yes. So he could never have signed you r book at Evaton (20 

police station be c au s e he was not st a tioned there and it never 

happened that he came to work there w h i ls t  you were wo rk in g 

there? -- Yes, he had not come to Evaton.

Yes. Would you now turn to the entry for the 14th of June? 

Who signed on that occasion, on that day? -- (The 14th..?)

Of June. -- (June?)

Yes. -- It seems to be Lesibo who signed.

Why does it seem to be, why aren't you sure? You had no 

trouble with his previous signature ? -- I see his s ig nature here 

under the date, the 14th. (30

Y e s / ----
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Yes. -- And also in the next page, but also under the date 

the 14th.

Yes. Go back to the first page, please. What is the date, 

the next date after the 5th of June? -- What do you mean, what 

date?

What is the date of the next entry in your diary after the 

entry for the 5th of June? -- It must have been the day when I 

reported for duty again, which is the 8th of June.

Is that the date written, the next date which appears in 

that "book after the 5th, is the 8th? -- Yes. (10

Who signed, who signed for that day? -- It is Sello.

Who is Sello? -- One of my collea gu es .

Is he the person who lives in Am a to l a Street? -- Yes, that 

is so.

Yes, he is also .a special constable, isn't he? -- Yes, that 

is s o .

Why did he sign your book? -- He signed as a me mb e r  of the 

police to confirm  that I had reported for duty.

Where, reported for duty, where? -- A c c o r d i n g  t o . . ( i n t e r 

venes) . (20

No, why do you have to page fu rt her? -- Ac co r d i n g  to what I 

see here, I was in Evaton, I had r ep or ted for duty in Evaton.

What do you see to make you be li ev e that that is so? What is 

the entry that makes you be li ev e that you reported  at Evaton? -- 

I looked at the date on which this book was issued to me and 

the date of the entry, the first entry that I made.

Do they c o rr es p on d ? -- Yes.

Is there a date - I'm sorry. -- The date on which the book 

was issued and the date of this first entry.

Yes, and that date stamp, or that stamp is the date on thi?°

also/....
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also the 5th of June? -- Yes, that is so.

Yes. Well, let us just qu ic kly go through the days before 

the 14th of June. We have dealt with the 8th now. What is the 

date of the next entry? -- (After the 8th?)
'f,

Af ter the 8th, yes. -- It is the 9th.

And who signed for the 9th? -- It is S e r ge an t  Lesibo.

Se rg e an t  Lesibo on the 9th of June, signs an entry in your 

p o ck e t- b oo k  and Serg ea n t Lesibo we now know is st at ioned at B o i 

patong? -- Yes, he signed this when I was at Boipat ong.

So did you report for duty at B o i p at o ng  on the 9th of (10 

June? -- Yes, I agree that I did.

And the next day? -- It is the 10th.

Yes, where did you report for duty on that day? -- I reported 

at Evaton.

Who signed for the 10th? -- It is Sello.

Sello, yes, and then the 11th or the next entry? -- It is 

the 11th.

Yes, who signed for that one? -- S e r g e an t Lesibo.

So can I accept the fact then that on that date you also 

rep orted for duty at Boip at o n g?  -- Yes, I would agree. (20

And what is the next date? -- It is the 14th.

Who signed for the entry in respect of the 14th? -- Ser geant 

Lesibo.

At B o i pa t on g?  -- Yes, Bo ipatong.

T h e r e fo r e you must have reported for duty there? -- Yes, I 

did report there.

And then I think the next entry after the 14th, correc t me 

if I am mistaken, is the 21st, not so? -- It is, yes.

And w here did you report for duty on the 21st? -- It was at 

B oipatong. (30

Y e s / ____
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