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THE LABOUR PARTY IN PARLIANEK?

Labour Party men have sat in South Africa's
Parlisment ever since the eetablishment of the Union in 1910.
This unbroken record of Labour representation ended at the
1953 general elections, when the Labour Party candidates
were heavily defeated. lNow, for the first time in fortye
elght years, there are no Labour members in the Union House
of Ageembly.

The elimination of the Labour Party from the
Parliamentary scene was an inevitable outcome in a soclety
where raclal diserimination overrides cvorythin;.‘ The
surprising thing is that the Labour Party survived as long
as it did.

From 1ts beginning, the Labour movement in
South Africa has been restricted in its development because
of raclal distractions. In the industrial field, the
barriers which have been erected to preserve White domination
have limited the potential strength of orswlnd labour to
one=third of the working population.
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Hote: Thie cngptcrr én not intended %o present a complete
history of[kbeur Party in Parliament. It is merely
a report on the Labour's last ten years in Parliament
(1948 « 1958), during the first ten years of Natione
aliet rule. It is drawn againet White workingeclase
attitudes in a soclety dominated by a White minority,
to provide a clearer understanding of the problems
which have thus far retarded Labour progress in S. A.
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On the Parliamentary front, because all
Non=¥hites are excluded from the common franchise for the
election of the Government, these and other barrlers have
elmilarly limited the Eabour Party's appeal to White workers.

In an electoral system of this kind, where
two=thirds of the working claes are denied the franchise, no
Labour or Workers' Party can hope %0 secure the election of
1ts candidates to Parllisment.

Apart from this tremendous drswback, the
Labour movement ig further handicapped because even the White
workers have failed to rally to %km its support. Raelal
privilege hae generated a superlor attitude in White workere,
who have tended to become an aristocracy of thelr own,
diedainful of labour associations,

In addition, the Labour movement hae suffered
because of the attitude of Afrikaner workers towards trade

unioniem and socialism.

When Afrikaners were driven from the rural
to the industrial areas by poverty, they found great difficulty
in adJusting themeelves to industrial soclety. They lacked
a trade union tradition and background and were ignorant of
She continuous struggle between capital and labour. As far
as they were concerned, the real struggle was that of the
Afrikaner, against exploitation by foreigners. They saw all
Engligh=gpeaking :g:!h Africang, whether workers or bosses,
es the agents of/British conqueror, againet whom they bore
an undying bitterness.

The trade unions, as evente showed, falled
to break through this wall of confusion. Except in a few
cases, the unions fxiked were unable to teach the Afrikaners
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from the rural areas the politics of trade unionism or to
convey to them an understanding of workers' solidarity.

Those Afrikaner workers who grasped the
problem and learned the ideals of labour organisation, became
outetanding trade union leaders, In the main, however,
Afrikaner workers remalned suspiclous and aloof where trade
unioniem wag concerned. Thie attitude was fostered by
leading Afrikaner cultural and religlous organisatione, which
were extremely hostile %0 the unione and actively campaigned
against them.

Faced with the difriculty of overcoming this
opposition, many trade union leaders took the line of least
resistance. To avold argument and controversy in their
organisations, they adopted a policy of "no politice in the
unions", Thie retreat from realism soon led to a falling
off of trade union affillations to the Labour Party.

This was a surpriesing development, for it had
been the trade unione which established the Labour Party, to
make thelr demande for a better life more effective. In the
formative years of the labour movement in South Africa, White
workers realised that they could not ignore the Torce of
political power. It was then that they declded that
Farliamentary representation was essential, if workers!
interests were to be ndoquutoiy promoted.

The Labour Party was established in 1908 by
trade unionists, because they saw #hx® the neceseity of having
their own representatives in the lawmaking institution of the
land. Workers' leaders in those days were constantly engaged
in one confliet after another with the mining magnates of the
Witwatersrand, The working class movement was militant,
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aggressive, and active in both the induetrial and political

fields. !
When the Labour Party was established in 1908,

South Africa was still separated into four indepehdent
provinces. 1t was only two yeare later, in 1910, that
the Britigh Colonies of Hatal and the Cape Joined together
with the conquered Boer Republics of the Transvaal and the
Orange Free State, to form the Unlon of South Africa.

The elections for the first Union Parliament
took place in 1910, Four Labour Party candidates were
guccessful and went to Cape Town to sit in the Union's firet
House of Assembly, comprising 121 members.

At every election thereafter, the Labour Party
put up candidates and its strength in the successfive Parlia-
ments hxmxhesx wae as follows ie

First Parliament = 1910 = 1915¢ccces U members

Second " 1915 « 1920ssees+ 4 members
Third * 1920 = 1921ecssse 21 members
Fourth " 1921 = 1924..e... 9 members
Fifth . 1924 = 1929¢.0.00 18 members (a)
Bixth " 1929 = 19%33¢00... & members (D)
Seventh * 1933 = 19%8,...00 2 members
Eighth  * 1938 = 1943.4000+ 3 members
Ninth . 1943 « 19U8.ceees 9 members (o)
Tenth . 1948 « 1953ecesee 6 members (e)
Fleventh * 1953 = 1958.eceee 5 members (c)
Twelfth " 1953 = 0 members

5/0000-. The W-

iag Pact with the Nationalist Pnrtz
b) B Creswellites and 3 National Councilitee {The Party it
in 1928, one section under Creswell con ng the psc
with the Nationallete and the rest fighting M

(e) Paects with the United Party.
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The clrcumstances which swayed the fortunes
of the Labour Party, and caused the fluctuations in ite
Parliamentary strength, cannot be examined in this short
record. The ¥mm ruinous split which took place in 1928 is
in iteelf worthy of wider examination. There 1s a great
deal which can be written about the ups and downs of the
Labour Party. One thing, hwwér, that must be explained
here, i¢ the various pacte which the Labour Party has made
with other parties, because these have a strong bearing on

recent events.

ACT,
The paet which the Labour Party made with the
Nationaliet Party in 1924, wae an outcome of the diesastrous
general strike of 1922, which developed into a bloody civil
war, in which many lives were lost. Among the victime were
geveral trade union leaders, some of whom were executed and
otheres sent to Jjall for long terms.

General Smuts, ae leader of the South African
Party government of the time, aroused the ire of workers and
their friends throughout the countpy for his handling of the
situation. Workers looked updn Smute as the ruthless
protector of the mineowners' interests.

A determined campeign Degan to,olist Smuts
and his party from power, bringing the Labour and Nationalist
Parties closer together, It wae a remarkable alliance, for

the Labour Party was compriged overwhelmingly of Ehglich-
speaking workers, while the lationalist Party was conservative,

agrarian and totally Afrikaans.

These two parties entered the 1924 Parliamentary
elections ae allies. Thelr effort was entirely successful,
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bringing down the Smuts' government. The Nationallst Party
won €3 seats, the Labour Party 18, the South African Party
53 and Endependente 1.

The pact betwsen the Labour and Nationalist
parties did not end with the elections. It was followed by
a cloger link in government. The Labour Party accepted two
(thie was later increased to three) seats in the Cabinet.

During the period of thie pact, the Labour
Pnﬂy secured the passage of several important improvements
in South Africa's labour laws. Some of these laws are
dealt with elsewhere in this book.

It should be noted in passing that the
Hationaliet Party of those days 4id not have the character
of the Purified Natlonallist Party of to-day, which came inte
existence in 1934 and is now the government of South Africa.

devices then influenced
The totalitarian/infiusngesz of Hitlerism had not/imxpkres the
gfexpatiexpaiictes formulation of the despotic policles which

form the baslie of presente=day Natlonalist programmes.

Ag 2 matter of fact, 1t was because of the
dangerous changes in Nationalist Party polley that the Labour

- Party later formed 1te alllances with the United Party.

have
Thereffhzs been some peculier explanations of

the agreements between the Labour and United Parties. These

‘have caused considerable misunderstanding, =t home and abroad,

of the Labour Party's motives in making them. The Zm true
etory is simple and straightforwerd.

THE 1947, 1948 and 1957 PACTS,

The first electorsl agreement between the
Labour and United Parties arose aes a result of the outbresk

7/0000.0 of war in 19390
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of war in 1939, At that time, the KHEZNHEXXEIOCRHMELY

United Party, under the leadership of General Hertzog, held
the reins of government. His party was divided on the
question whether South Africa should xmmxim eater the war

on the side of the alliesa. He, and several of his followers
wanted South Africa to remain nsutral.

When the vote wasg taken in Parliament,
Hertzog and his followers, supported by the entlire Nationallst
Party, were defeated mmit by the narrow margin of 13 votes
(80 votes to 67). Smute and his followers, supported by
the Labour and Dominion Parties, had succeeded in comnitting
South Africa to go to war againet Hitler and Mussolini.

Smute thereupon sscumed the Premiership
and invited Walter u.a.x.,./§:§%i:?:¥‘§§1 Labour Ferty, %o
accept the portfolio of Minister of Laboure The Labour
Party promptly gave ite approval and Walter Madeley entered

it

M‘““”"

In the 1943 general election, fought while

the Nation was at wa?.m the United Party and the Labour
Party recognised the danger of loslng geate to the antiewar
Nationaliste. This was possible in three-cornered contests,
involving Natlonalist, United and Labour Barty candidates,
where a split pro-war vote could bring victory to the
Nationalist candidates on a minority vote.

To avoid guch three=cornered conteste, the
Labour and United Parties made an electoral arrangement,
in terms of which each party was auo& gpecific seate to
fight as “win the war® candldates, agreeing not %o put up
candidates in any other constituencies.

Neither party wae committed to the othere?

8/.00.0.. policles under =
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policles under thie arrangement. The Labour Party escrificed
none of 1te principles. It sdvocated ite own poliey and
wvent to the polle orn I1te own programme. Ite only commitments
were to back the war effort, which 1% had decided to do at

the outbresk of war, &nd not to put up candidates zgainst
those of the United Party in specified seats.

As a result of thie mmm commronsense
arrangement, the Nationellete were heavily defeated, and
General Smutes was assured of a strong Government to carry on

with the war effors, againet fasciem,

When the 1948 Parliamentary elections
took place, a new situation had developed. Despite the signal
victory of the anti-Natlonaliste in 1943, thers were clear
gigns that the Nationaliste wers rapidly recovering from the
setback and had a good chance of coming to power.

In view of the Nationalists' war record
and thelr antl=demccratic tendencies, to say nothing of their
dire threats of retaliation, the poseibility of # Natlonalist
victory wae viewed with apprehension by the large, loyal
section of the community.

Something had to be done %o ensure that
the Government that had won the war :::;::‘ba given a chance
to win the peace. OCenersl Smuts,/deskeimg to continue playing
a part in the gigantic task of handling the many problems of
the postewar world, once again sought the ald of the Labour
Party. He proposzed that the successful electoral
arrangement of 1943 ghould be repeated. To thies the Labour
Party agreed and 50 came sbout the second of the Labour Party's
alliances with the United Party.

9/00.0.0 uﬂfﬂmt'u -



?ARLME‘TQ.O..OQ...Q. - 9 -

Unfortunately, even thls arrangement 414 net
prevent a NFationsllst victory. Desplte the unlted effort
of the United and labour Partles, the Natlonaliet Party won
with a majority of Tlve seats, and became the Government of

Eouth Africa.

The firet five yeare of Nationalist rule proved
that the forebodings of their opponents were not unjustified.
Slowly but surely the Natlonalist prcgmm%ns applied
through leglslative and sdministrative measures.

The programme, described by 'clu Nationaliste
Qo L 4/" vm&d C-N
as "The Road %0 a New South Africa®,’

gimilarities with thexpatistezxaf.that-gf a fasecist, mzpar
copporative state.

The events of the troubled yesrs since 1948
are well enough known without being repeated here. Step by
egtep the Nationalists have pushed South Africa towards their
ideal "disciplined, Christian-National, Republican State".
They have imposed intolerable restrictions upon the Non=Whites; |
they have interfered with the trade unions and destroyed their
unity; they have paseed many laws which violate the U. N,
Declaration of Human Rightes. There is hardly any seection of
the community which has escaped their tyranny.

These are the things which brought into being
vtho United Democratic Front m2 in 1952. Thig front was
spearheaded by the Torch Commendo, en exeservicemen's
organieation. Actively demonstrating sgainet Nationalist
gerrymendering the Congtitution, and strenueously organising
normally pascive citizens to rally in defence of democratie
institutions, the Torch Commande soon had a2 large following.

10/.....0. A. th. 1953 -
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As the 1953 Parliamentary electlons approached,
the Toreh Commando urged the unity of the United and Labour
Parties. The latter, as parties to the United Demdcratic
Front, azreed that nothing should be done to weaken the
anti-Notionallet forees, In consecuence, the third electoral
agreement between the United and Labour Partles wae made, for
the purpese of opposing the Nationelliets at the 1953

Parliamentary elections.

But, once agailn, the Hatlonallstes were
vietorious. The vigour and determination of the United
Demoeratic Front, although it rallied a majorlty of votes,
fall to defeat the Nationalists. A favourable delimitation
and the loading of the vote in favour of the rural constife
uencles, enabled the Nationaliste %o win a majority of seats

| enasimmiag v,

At the 1953 elections, the Natlonallsts
inereassd their strength in Parliasment. In defeat, the United
Party began to look for ecapegoats and finally decided that
the arrangements with the Lebour Party had been harmful to

thelr intereests.
LA Actually, it had been the Labour Party which

suffered because of the repeated pacte. By putting the
nationsl interest before ite own, the Labour Party cut the
ground from under 1%ts own feets The alliances certalinly
hsd 2 debllitating effect upon the Party,

In retrospect, it can be seen thet the Labour

Party sacrificed its future by making the electoral arrangements.
The Party's cctivities diminiehed everywhere because the Party
1imited 1tself in the nomination of candidates.

For three succeseive electlions, covering a

11/00.--.- p.ﬂ.‘ of =
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period of no less than fiftesn years, only a handful of
party branches were allowed to nominate candidates, in termes
of the alliances with the Unlted Party.

Branches which sacrificed the right to
put up candidates became deepondent and a spirit of futility
reduced organieationsl and propagenda work to sporadic,
listless ventures. As members lost intereet, the Farty's
opponents found it easy to epread the subtle propaganda
that the Labour Party wae a spent forece and could never agsin
warrant the support of workers, who were assured Shxfxhyxihm
oexuxjaxxperites that their only hope lay with with one of the
ma jory eapitalist parties.

The irony of thls situation was that the
United Party ldentified itself with other crities of the
Labour Party and gought to poriray the Labour Party's role
ag one of opportunism and self-interest.

In spite of this, the record shows that in
the period 1948 to 1958, the Labour Party sent to Parllament
gome outetanding men, It shows thet it wee the Labour Farty
which supplied Parlisment with the type of representative
which i1t needed to give force and character to the Opposition.
The Labour men won widespread admiration for thelr ability,
tenzcity and clarity of mind. As u.tall. they rescted
intelligently te Government proposals, subleeting them to
severe and critical mnalysis, and revealing thelr true
character and purpofe.

It wag the Labour Party which prapmrR)
ascumed the role of the Parliamentary Opposition, while the
official Opposition Party, the United Party, floundered in

uncertainty. fherzivantyaf The frequenecy with which the
Labour Party took the initiative in meeting the Nationalist

12/0.0...0.. m.m -
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shallenge in Parlisment, kept the United Party on the zlert
and compelled it %o oppose Natlonallst measures, when 1%

would rather have acqulenced.

There 1s no doubt that the presence of the
emall Labour group in Parliament eencidcrahmy delayed the
impesition of many liatlonsllst measures, designed to enforce
the policy of basssksp apertheid, and establish the"diseiplined
Christian=Netional Republican State".

The Labour men ehowed themselves to be shrewd
Parliamentary tacticlans., They did not resort to petty
tricke or gulle. In a forthright,manner, they puf up a
gtrong resistance to many important Bills, using every
Perlismentary procedurs to best advantage. Their debating
abllity was outstanding and they tackled thelr work with a

will.
In the midst of the 1953 Parliamentary electlons,

the Parliamentary Leader of the Labour Party, lr. John Christie,
dled. He had held the position since 1946, when Walter
Madeley parted from the Labour Party on the lssue of Smuts!
Indian Representation Bill.

Alex. Hepple, M. P, for Rosettenville, was
elected Parliamentary leader in succession to John Christie.
Alex. Hepple, who had been a member of the Transvadl Frovinclal
Council, quickly revealed nimself to be an able Parllamentarian.
It wae under his leadership that the Parlismentary Labour
Party asserted 1tsclf as a true Socialist Party, atteining
a reputation higher then 1t ever had. Friend and foe alike
were gmmmx full of pralse for the coursgeocus and unequivocal
stend taken by the Labour group, in their tireless fight for
the underdog, their opposition %o rseial discrimination and
thelr defence of the institutions of democracy.

13/eeees In the protracted =
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In the protracted struggle on the Coloured
vote issue, the Labour Party stood as a shining exsmple of
Parliamentary Opposition at its beet. The many Nationalist
manoeuvres L0 remove the Coloured voters of the Cape from the
common roll, were attacked and exposed by the Labour Party
with a tenaciousnese that often rallied the wavering United
Pﬂrty.

. The English prees, although normelly strongly
pertisen to the United Party, acclaimed the Labour Party's
riilxan.nt.ry effort with the highest pralse. Mr. George
Clay, the gallery correspondent of the "Cspe Times", eald
of the Labour group in 1954 e

4

§ " The five representatives of the Labour

. Party in Parliament play a role out of
proportion to thelr slze as a politiscal
party. This le due mainly to their
individual ability.

Regularly, they arouse the envy of the
United Party Parliamentarians with their
loud and unequivocal "Nol!* to Nationallst
proposals when the Dest the U. P. can
manage is a “Yef...but,.."

The Labour M. P.8 havVe taken a stand and
they stiek to thelr guna. They have
gearched thelr conecliences and produced a
colour poliey that is neither abaoarqhar
contradletory..... They have already proved
their worth in Parlisment beyond dispute.
Leet Session they WERE the Opposition.
They kept up = fight againet Nationalism

14/eeeeee throughout -
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“throughout the period when the United Party,
dletrected by 1tz internsl trouble, was
making only neminal contribution to the
political strugglecc..”

The Labour Party was particularly powerful
in the debates on industrial and labour matters. In the
fight for soclal Justice they were often a lone volce in
Farllament, yet they tlearly demonstrated fkak the necessity

for eriticiem and dlgsent.

When the Industrial Coneiliatien Bill,
amending a reagonably good existing law, firet came before
Parliament in 1954, the Labour Party showed iteelf %o be the
authentic volice of organised labour,

The two-hour spsech /&7 Alex. Hepple,
Parliamentary Leader of the Labour Party, was a masterly
dlssection of the sinieter Nptlonalist plan to break the
back of trade unioniem and twilst 1% 1nto 2 mockery of the
traditional ideal. This gpeech ig considered to be one
af the most memorable made in the South African Parliament.

Seesion after Session, the reputation of
the Labour Party continued to rise. 1t gecmed that at last
Labour was winning favour and support. Certainly, the publie
generally were pleased with the Labour efrort and continually
asked why the United Party d1d not folleow the Labour Party
lead.

Alex. Hepple and Leo Lovell were singled
out for particular pralse.xmixmzay As the 1958 general
elections drew near, newspapers throughout the country urged
that everythiag should be done to secure thelr return te
Parliament. Hever had the stock of the Labour Parﬁy been

' 15/¢es+0 higher.
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higher.

But = high reputation and personel popularlty
were not enough. A fMne rec&rd of courage, ability, and
unrelenting effort wers of no avail. The South Afriean
political eituation 1s such that the party label is the only

requirement %o secure glection to Parliament.

The feare snd ecountare=fears of the privileged
White elsctorste have reduced Parliamentsry elections to
frightening eimplieity. On the one side, the overwhelming
ma Jority of Afriksans=epeaking voters automatically cast their
votes for the Nationalist candidates in the belief that their
security depends upon this loyalily and so-called "Afrikaner
Unity".

On the other slde, the overwhelming majority of
¥nglish=speaking voters just as firmly believe that loyslty
to the United Party is szsentisl %o save them from the sxmk
evils of Afrikaner iationalism, and that small partles like
the Labour Party, mersly split the snti=Nationaliat vole
and enhance the chansces of the Natlonallsts.

1ithe 1958 electlons wes—=tERt there
were never more popular candidates than the Labourites.
Workers helping in thnlzizzziznoanpnlgna of Hepple and Lovedl
declared that they met with nothlng but praise for these two
candidates. Yet the voters were blinded by the ballyhoo
of the two major sarties. Many pleaded gax that the Labour
men should abandon thelr own party and etand as United Pariy
candidates, =0 that their return %o Parliement chould be
assured, Peorle wented them in Parliament, because of thelir
high prineiples and grea$ ability, yet mxapazed demanded that
they should become cravedl opportunists in order to get votes.

16/...-..- In thieg =
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. In this great confusion and the stampede which
rollowed, the Labour ecandidates were heavlily defeated.

o And so, for the firsd sime in the history of the Unlon

- Parliament, there were no Labour men. |

5

1% 18 worth recording that the disappearance

3y
of the volce of Labour has made Parlisment a poorer place.
In reviewlng the rirs? Sesgion of the new Pirlia-out, the
g *Sunday Express" found 1% necessary to say, #eeas it makes
& one realise all the more Just what a tragady-Ie ig for South
e Afrieca and for Parliament that Mr, Alex., Hepple end Wre Leo
& Lovell are no longer in the House ef Aszembly®.
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