COMMENT
Bloody lies

THE number of terrorist attacks this year ex-
ceeds 40 — a record.

And the tempo in recent weeks seems to have
increased, with African National Congress
terrorists making grenade attacks on two
members of the Coloured House of Rep-
resentatives, one of whom is a Deputy Minis-
ter-elect; a bomb attack on a beachfront tea-
room in Durban; a clash between armed men
and a police patrol north of the Kruger Nat-
ional Park; a grenade attack which injured
three White policemen near Cape Town, and
a bomb attack on East London’s City Hall.

The unrest in the townships continues, with
attacks on the homes of policemen and other
so-called collaborators with the system, and
with schools and other buildings destroyed or
damaged.

Ait no time have Black leaders, except Chief
Gatsha Buthelezi, or the political priests
called for an end to this violence.

The impression is given that the ANC’s attacks
are excusable, since, the argument goes, the
ANC was driven underground by banning
and had no alternative but to turn to viol-
ence.

As if the acts of any terrorists — IRA, PLO,
ANC or Shi’ites — can ever be condoned.

The actions of the maobs in the townships are
also excused on the grounds that they are
legitimately venting their ire against the sys-
tem, that Blacks are so badly treated, and so
economically deprived, that outbursts of vio-
lence, however savage, are understandable;
and that the intention of the radicals to make
the townships ungovernable is a legitimate
way of fighting apartheid, institutionalised
violence (a catch phrase) and oppression.

Any action by the police in countering this
violence is regarded as evidence that the
Government and its security forces are out to
kill Blacks without compunction; the tragic
shooting of 20 Blocks in Uitenhage is em-
broidered with a batch of lies which some
politicians helped to put around; and the
anti-ANC raid on Gaborone targets is held
out as evidence of South Africa’s destabilisa-
tion of a neighbour and utter ruthlessness.

Suggestions that only poor, defenceless refu-
gees were killed are bloody lies.
lie use of the army in the present grave riot
situation is condemned by political priests,
the anti-conscription movement and Left-
wing politicians, whereas soldiers are being
used, and are opening fire on rioters, in India
and other countries at this very time, as news
items have shown.

Meanwhile Bishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel
Peace Prize winner extraordinary, the un-
banned Dr Beyers Naude, secretary-general
of the South African Council of Churches,
the man of “unique” experience, Dr Allan
Boesak, and various members of the United
Democratic Front, like the Rev M Stofeli,
who has just warned New Zealand that the
All Blacks risk death by coming to South
Africa to play here, feel free to travel the
world giving the worst possible picture of

South Africa.

ihc most ghastly placc on earth without ex-
ception, which is a bloody lie, and that South H
Africa is the only place on earth that de- *
serves te be bullied, baghad araund, iddjisted £ ~ ¢
and subjected to various forms of sanctions,

which is another bloody lie. IL6 3

Well, we say that the Government has a duty 4'S. £
to restore law and order in the unrest town- 8 B -
ships. It has a duty to fight the ANC with all £ I ' l
the resources at its disposal.

Reform is the key word in this period of South £
Africa s history — but it cannot be expand-
ed, or made acceptable, if there is a state of!
anarchy.

No doubt the ANC and its supporters in the ° *
UDF want reform to collapse as much as 2"
they want the townships to be ungovernable. £ ?
They should be denied both objectives. ®a

People are sick and tired of the terrorist at-;
tacks and the savagery of the mobs. Let the
Government put down violence and let it go
ahead, at the same time, with the reforms
that are essential to ensure that all sections
have a stake in a peaceful future.
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Cardinal’s visa
cancelled after
anti-army rift

PRETORIA—A Brazil

cardinal would be coming
to South Africa for an-
other purpose as well —
namely, to participate in
the End Conscription
Campaign’.

‘When advised of this
report, Cardinal Arns de-
nied all knowledge of the
campaign and assured
our consul general in Sao
Paulo that he would nev-
er involve himself in the
domestic affairs of an
country,” Mr Botha’s
statement said.

‘Inquiries revealed,
however, that he (the car-
dinal) had in fact been in-
vited to participate in
this campaign and that he
was scheduled to address
the participants.’

South Africa then
asked the cardinal for a
written undertaking that
he would not participate
in any way in the End
Conscription Campaign,
Mr Botha said.

ian cardinal who ap-
plied to visit South
Africa was immediately
given a visa, but the
document was with-
drawn when reports
suggested he was com-
ing to this country for
reasons other than his
stated one, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Mr
Pik Botha, said last
night.

Mr Botha said in a
statement that Cardinal
Arns of Brazil had ap-
plied to the South African
consul general in Sao
Paulo about two weeks
ago for a visa 1o visit the
Catholic Church in South
Africa’.

‘He was immediatly giv-
en a visa for a visit for
this purpose,” Mr Botha
said.

But a report in Tues-
day’s Press suggested the

‘He refused . . .
wherupon we advised
him that we would accept
his earlier verbal assur-
ance, and on that basis he
was free to proceed with
his visit

The cardinal, however,
retracted and said he was
not prepared to accept
any restrictions on his ac-
tivities in South Africa.
His visa was thereupon
withdrawn.’

Mr Botha said Cardinal
Arns would always be
welcome to visit South
Africa for pastoral pur-
poses’. —(Sapa)
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SA trek biskop
se visum terug

DIE visum van kardinaal Paulo Arns, aartshiskop van
Sao Paulo, Brasilie, om Suid-Afrika te besoek, is
cergister ter elfder ure deur die Suid-Afrikaanse
regering teruggetrek.

Kardinaal Arns wat gister in Suid-Afrika sou aan-
kom sou die gas wees van die End Conscription
Campaign (ECC) en die Konferensie van Suider-
Afrikaanse Biskoppe.  ......

Hy sou as deel van sy besoek aan Suid-Afrika onaer
mcer by twee geleenthede die ECC se saamtrek vir
vrede op die kampus van die Universiteit van die
Witwatersrand toegespreek het.

Enkele ure voordat die kardinaal uit Sao Paulo sou
vertrek het, het amptenare van die Suid-Afrikaanse
ambassade in Brasilie horn besoek. Hulle wou n
geskrewe ondememing van horn he dat hy nie die
saamtrek van die ECC sou toespreek nie en hom me
sal inmeng in binnelandse sake in Suid-Afrika nie.

OM ANDER REDES

Die amptenare het aangevocr dat hy in sy aansoek
om ’n visum net genoem het dat hy Suid-Afrika wil
besoek vir kerksake en as toeris.

Kardinaal Arns het geweier om die ondememing te
teken omdat dit volgens hom sy vryheid sou beperk.
Sy visum is dadelik teruggetrek

Mnr. Pik Botha, Minister van Buitelandse Sake,
het gisteraand in Pretoria aan Sapa gese die visum
was dadelik uitgereik, maar dat dit terjiggetrek is
nadat ’n berig laat blyk het dat kardinaal Arns ook om
ander redes wou kom as sy verklaring dat hy die
Rooms-Katolieke Kerk in Suid-Afrika wou besoek.

“Toe hy oor die berig ingelig word, het hy ontken
dat hy enigiets van die veldtog weet. Hy het aan ons

konsul-generaal in SSo Paulo gese hy sal hom noon
inmeng by die binnelandse sake van emge land nie_
Uit navrae het dit egter gfcblyk dat hy in der waarheid
uitgenooi was om aan die veldtog deel te neem en om
deelnemers aan die veldtog toe te spreek.

JUL STRYD ONS S’N

In ’n verklaring se die kardinaal die president van
Brasilie het reeds sy ontevredenheid met die stap aan
die Suid-Afrikaanse ambassadeur oorgedra.

“Dit is duidelik dat jul regering nie tevrede is met
net die ongeregtigheid wat hy op sy mwse en buursta-
te afdwing nie. Nou verhinder hy ook ’'n vriendskapli-
ke besoek van ’n biskop en kardinaal van Brasilie selfs
al is hy ’n lid van die onafhanklike VVVO-komitee vir
menseregte.

“My vriende, jul stryd is meer as 00it ons stryd. Jul
mag sal met die steun van baie ander al hoe meer
word. Die liefde vir 'n mens se land kan nie deur
wapens vernietig word nie,” se kardinaal Arns.

Die terugtrekking van sy visum is gister gekntiseer
deur onder andere mev. Helen Suzman van die PFP,
dr. Beyers Naude van die SARK, die UDF, mev.
Sheena Duncan van die Black Sash, eerw. Peter
Storey, president van die Metodistekerk in Suid-
Afrika en die Biskoppekonferensie van die Rooms-
Katolieke Kerlﬁ. J. O.BV U.

Dr. Naude, hoofsekretans van die SARK, het gese
“die terugtrekking van kardinaal Arns se visum kan
net gesien word as 'n teken dat die Regering die
kardinaal se boodskap van vrede en sy afsku van
eeweld as ’'n bevestiging van die geregverdigde teen-
stand van jong Suid-Afrikaners teen die stelsel van
diensplig vrees”.
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Peace

Plaiin” L
Daily News'’
Reporter

A PEACE festival,
aimed at stopping mili-
tary call-up in South
Africa and organised by
the End Conscription
Campaign, will take
place in Johannesburg at
the end of June.

At the festival will be
Cardinal Paulo Evaristo
Arns, Archbishop of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, and Miss
Carol Tongue, English
Labour Party member of
the European Parlia-
ment.

South African speakers
include Bishop Desmond
Tutu, Dr Beyers Naude
and leaders of the United
Democratic Front.

refuses .
4-Nes,
SAO PAULO - Cardinal
Arns of Sao Paulo said
yesterday he cancelled a
visit to South Africa be-
cause authorities there
wanted him to “keep si-
lent on moral issues”.

He said that hours be-
fore his scheduled flight
to Johannesburg on Tues-
day, the South African
consulate in Sao Paulo
“asked me to sign a state-
ment promising not to
participate in a cam-
paign against military
conscription or in any
other event that could be
considered to be political
in nature.

“l refuse to sign any
document that forces me
into absolute silence on
moral issues,” he said.

The South African am-
bassador, Mr Alex van
Zyl said: “It was under-
stood the visit would be
for pastoral purposes.
However, it has now been
established the cardinal

invited

participate in an ‘End of
Conscription Campaign,’
a matter which is highly
cpntroversial and sensi-
tive in South Africa and
which has strong political
connotations.

“Cardinal Arns was re-
quested to give assur-
ances he would not par-
ticipate in events con-
nected with the cam-
paign. This, he declined
to do and was told the
South African authorities
could not accept his par-
ticipation in an event
which is an internal
South African concern.”

Last night, the South
African Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Mr Pik
Botha, said in Pretoria
Cardinal Arns, was im-
mediately given a visa
when he asked for one,
but it was withdrawn
when reports suggested
he was visiting for rea-
sons other than his stated
one. — Sapa.



Archbishop has
visa withdrawn

THE Archbishop of
Sao Paulo, Brazil, Car-
dinal Paulo Ams, has
been refused permis-
sion to visit Soilth Afri-
ca by the Department
of Foreign Affairs.

Cardinal Ams, 'who is
Archbishop of Che largest
Catholic archdiocese in
the world, was to arrive in
Johannesburg yesterday
afternoon, as a guest of
the Southern  African
Catholic Bishop’s Confer-
ence (SACBC) and the
End Conscription Com-
iniltee (ECC).

By STEPHANfc
BOTHMA and Sapa

“But, hours before the
Cardinal was scheduled to
depart from Sao Paulo,
he was visited by officials
from the South African
Consulate in Brazil,” a
spokesman for the ECC
said yesterday afternoon.

According to the Car-
dinal, who spoke to a
member of the ECC after
the visit by the officials,
they wanted a written
undertaking from him
(Cardinal Ams) lhat lie x

would not speak at the
ECC Peace Festival
which starts tomorrow,
nor involve himself in the
“affairs of the country”.

The Cardinal was to
have spoken on two occa-
sions at the Peace Festival
of the ECC, to be held at
Wits University on June
28 to June 30. He was to
have left for Rome on
Saturday, June 30.

Last night the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Mr

Pik Botha said that Cardi-'1

nal Ams had applied to

the SA Consul General in
Sao Paulo some two
weeks ago for a visa and
“to visit the Catholic
Church in SA". He was
immediately given a visa
for a visit for this pur-
pose.

“A report in the Press
suggested however, that
the Cardinal would be
coming to SA for another
purpose as well, namely
to participate in the End
Conscription Campaign.

“When advised of this
report Cardinal Ams de-
nied all knowledge of the
campaign and assured our
Consul General -in Sao
Paulo that he would never
involve himself in the
domestic affairs of any
country.”

Mr Botha said enqui-
ries had revealed that he
had, in fact, been invited
to participate in the ECC
campaign and that he was
scheduled to address a

gathering organised by
the FCC.

In these circumstances
he was asked for a written
undertaking  that he
would not participate in
any way in the ECC func-
tion.

“He refused to give a
written undertaking
whereupon we advised
him that we would accept
his earlier verbal assur-
ance and on that basis he
was free to proceed with
his visit.

“The Cardinal, howev-
er, retracted and said he
was not prepared to ac-
cept any restriction on his
activities in SA. His visa
was thereupon  with-
drawn.

“Cardinal Ams will al-
ways be welcome to visit
SA for pastoral pur-
poses,” Mr Botha added.

The ECC spokesman
saidCardinal Ams. who is
recognised internationally
for his human rights cam-
paign during the 20 years
of military rule in Brazil.

refused to give the written
undertaking, stating that
it would be a restriction of
his freedom.

His visa was immedi-
ately withdrawn.

In a statement made in
Sao Paulo, the Cardinal
said that the President of
Brazil had conveyed his
displeasure about the
withdrawal of the visa to
the Ambassador of South
Africa and that the inter-
national Press had also
been informed about “all
that has happened ”

Reacting to the news
yesterday, the General
Secretary of the South

African Council of
Churches, Dr Beyers
Naude. said that the

South African Govern-
ment had become “noto-
rious” for refusing visas
to respected church lead-
ers of the world who
wished to visit the coun-
try.

The Rev Peter Storey,
President of the Method-
ist Church of Southern

Africa reacted by saying
that “no church leader
could possibly accept a
condition which limited
his freedom to speak on
behalf of the Gospel.”

Mrs Helen Suzman,
PFP MP for Houghton,
yesterday said that by
preventing Cardinal Ams
from coming to the Festi-
val for Peace highlighted
the fact that the Govern-
ment was a*are that
rtany young South Afri-
cans vert .Tot prepared to
fight for a « use they be-
lieved H*K unius

The Catholic Bishop of
Johannesburg, the Right
NeViTfid Reginald Ors-
mord. *ho spoke on be-
ialf of the Administr.iiive
Board of the Bishop's
Guntcience, said that Jhe
ban was a “grievous dis-
appointment".

' “Cardinal Arm i? just
the sort of person that
South Africa irvJs in its
present crisis.” *



End Conscription Committee organbar Lourie Nathan (left), South African Catholk: Bishops'
Cofifftn f Muttciy giniral FaHw Snwngdbo MkhoHhwa (efintr#) and Johonnwburg t
Bishop Reginald Onmond yesterday hit out at at South Africa’'s refusal to alow Brazilian
Catholic Cardinal Paulo Arm into the country. At a a Press conference m Johannesburg, the
ECC dedared its anger over "action taken against a man of peace who wouUhave mad*
an important contribution to our vision of a world free from violence and suffering . The
SACBC described the Cardinal os a man "totally dedicated to human rights and the
liberation of the poor and oppressed, motivated by a deep Chrbtkm commitment and
characterised by a warm, affectionate and cheerful disposition”. The United Democmtic
Front lauded the Cardinal's refusal to sign an undertaking not to participate in political
events in South Africa. This had been demanded by the Government.
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SA wanted silence on

moral 1ssues

SAO PAULO —Cardinal Paulo Kvaris-
to Ams of Brazil said yesterday he had
cancelled a visit to South Africa be-
cause the South African authorities
wanted him to “keep silent on moral

The cardinal was due to visit South
Africa to address the End Conscription
Campaign’ Peace Festival in Johan-
nesburg. His visa was withdrawn by
South African authorities at the last
minute.,

Cardinal Arns of Sao Paulo was due
to arrive at Jan Smuts yestenjay as a
guest of the ECC sind the southern
African Catholic Bishops’ Conference.

He said that hours before his sche-
duled flight to Johannesburg, the South
African consulate in Sao Pa«lo had
asked him to sign a statement promis-
ing not to participate in a campaign
against military conscription or In any
other other event that could be consid-
ered to be political in nature.

“l refuse to sign any document that
forces me Into absolute silence on
moral issues,” Cardinal Arns, an out-
spoken human rights defender, said.

The South African ambassador, Mr
Alex Van Zyl said: “It was understood
that the visit would be for pastoral
purposes. )

“However, it has now been estab-
lished that the cardinal was in fact in-
vited to participate in an End of Con-
scription Campaign, a matter which is
highly controversial and sensitive in
South Africa and which has strong po-
litical connotations.

"Cardinal Arns was requested to

cardinal

give assurances that he would not par-
ticipate in events connected with the
campaign. This he declined to do.

“He was therefore Informed that the
South African authorities could not ac-
cept his participation in an event
which is an internal South African con-
cern,” the ambassador said.

Cardinal Arns said he had planned to
speak on “world conflicts and the need
for peace”. . .

Last night the South African Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha,
said that Cardlaal Arns bad applied la
the South African consul-general in Sao
Paulo about two weeks ago for a visa
“to visit the Catholk Church In South
Africa”. ) ) ) ]

“He was immediately given a visa
for a visit for this purpose,” Mr Botha
said.

But a report in Tuesday's Press sug-
gested the cardinal would be coming to
South Africa “for another purpose as
well - namely, to participate in the
End Conscription Camﬁaggn”.

South Africa had asked the cardinal
for a written undertaking that he
would not participate in any way in the
End Conscription Campaign, Mr Botha

said. .
“He refused. Whereupon we advised
him that we would accept his ear-
lier verbal assurance, and on that basis
he was to free to proceed with his visit.
“The cardinal, however, retracted
and said he was not prepared to accept
any restrictions on his activities in
South Africa. His visa was thereupon
withdrawn.” —Sapa-Associated Press.



THE ARCHBISHOP )
tfIEfW «uui Catholic
Church’s biggest arch-
diocese in the world,
Cardinal Ams of Sao
Paok>, Braztti arrived
in South Africa yester-
day to participate in a

three-day festival
aimed at stopping
tary call-up.

The festival will »
held at the University
of Witwatersrand from
tomorrow, and has
been organised by the
End Conscription
Committee — a broad

40organisations.  _
The Cardinal was
met at Jan Smuts Air-
port by top figures in
the Catholic Qiurch.
Cardinal Ams has
for many years cam-
paigned as a human
rights activist and in
1975 he led the fast of

Opponent
of call-up
detain .,.e

The End Conscription
iCampaign today den-
ounced the detention of
its Eastern Cape chair-
woman, Miss Janet Cher-
ry, and others in Port
Elizabeth this morning.

Mr David Shandoer,
Press officer for the ECC,
said in a statement: “We
deplore this action by the
State. The apartheid gov-
ernment defines it as
criminal to be committed
and working for justice
and peace for all the peo-
ple of South Africa.”

He said apartheid
ruled through the use of
force and of detention to
silence its opponents, but

“attacks as these, on the

security of peace-loving

South Africans, are to be

expected in a country in

the griﬁ)s of civil war and
one ruled by a minority
government.”

_Partv member of the

. NJohannesburg, Bishop

SA cancels
visa for,

2 million Catholics in
Sao Paolo against tor-
ture practised by the
Brazilian  security
forces.

Anotherinterna-
tional speaker at the
conference is Ms"Carol
Tongue,a Labour

European Parliament, !
SCri
campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament and the
Peace Movement in
urope
South  African
peakers include the
giwupuig ui mure man

Desmond Tutu, the
secretary-general of
the South African
Council of Churches,

Reverend Beyers

Naude, and the Catho- ﬁgtggﬂ?

lic Archbishop of Dur-

ban, Bishop Denis is reco

Hurley. {
ma_n-rlgih
during th

. CARDINAL ARNS of Brazil,
who applied to visit Sooth
; Africa, was immediatly giv-
en a visa but die document
was withdrawn when reports
i suggested he was coming for
-reasons other than his stated
oae, the Foreign Minister Pik
Botha said last night
Botha said the cardinal
had applied for a visa “to
svisit tne Catholic Church in
South Africa”, but a report
,had suggested the cardinal
would be coining “for an-
other purnpose as well —
i namely, to participate in the
End Conscription Cam-
paign”. y

Ooo2 Mw[es"

cardinal

JOHANNESBURG, — i i -
The visa of Cardinal ?rrilceis,rglelghbourlng eoun
Arng_of IBra2|l was ;‘Iln&-
mediately” cancelle
esterdayyafter he re- tory
used to"sign an under-
taking not to attend or
speak’ at the End Con-
who is tvbiiel I the PUO” Campaigp_fes-

tival or to involve Tiim-
self in the affairs of
South Africa.

“1 W|H goasa frbee pher-
son where my brother ; ;
bishops have )ésked me tions which have ex
to go and do what the

; ; e-asked me to do
Anglican BisfiBFefoet Mo [0 0%
cials_of the South Afr
can Consulate in Brazil |

Condemned

The_Cardlnal, who was ?ion Campa|gn_
due in Johannesburg
as a guest of
he South African Catho-
lic Bishops’ Conference,
I nized i
nationally for his hu-
ts _campaign
Iri e 20 years of
military rule in"Brazil.

In a statement made
soon after the cancella-
tion ofthe visa, Cardinal
Arns said the South Afri-
can Government was
“not satisfied with the
sacrifice and injustice it
imposes on its people

“May the God of his-
grant to the dear
people of South Africa
the just solution of your
problems, and the end of
all discrimination,” he
said.

_The withdrawal of the
visa has been widely
condemned. ]

Among the organiza-

ressed disapproval are
Y, the South African Coun-
. cil of Churches (SACC),
the United Democratic
Front, the Methodist
urch of Southern
Africa, the Black Sash
nd the End Conscrip-

Afri-

Dr Beyers Naude,
eneral secretary of the
ACC, said thé with-
inter. drawal of Cardinal
Arns’s visa “can only be
interpreted as a sign
that the government
fears his message of
peace and opposition to
violence”.

Mrs Helen Suzman
the Progressive Federal
Party spokesman on Law
and "Order, said: “What
the government thinks it
has accomplished by
this clumsy reftisal of a
visa to the cardinal is be-
yond me.”

‘Moral issue’

The Rev Peter Storey,
president of the Metho-
dist Church of Southern
Africa, said the govern-
ment’s action showed
the fear of free discus-
sion about conscription,
“a grave moral issue”.

The UDF said that by
not allowing the cardi-
nal to voice his opinion
on the issue_ of compul-
sory conscription, the
overnment was denying
he white community the
right to a view altérna-
tive to that of the apart-
heid state.

Speakers at the Peace
Festival, which begins
on Saturday, will "in-
clude Bishop Desmond
Tutu, Dr Beyers Naude
and Archbishop Denis
Hurley. — Sapa



SA kardinaalweler

Marlene Kromberg
JOHANNESBURG — Die terugtrekking van
die visum van kardinaal Paulo Arns, aartsbis-
kop van Sao Paulo, Brasilia, op die laaste mp-
pertiie voor sy besoek aan Suid-Afrika, gaan
moontlik ’n intemasionale diplomatieke voor-
val yeroorsaak.

S6 het mnr. Laurie Nathan, nasionale orga-
niseerder van die ECC, (End Conscription
Campaign) gister by 'n perskonferensie gest.

Die president van Brasilii het glo reeds for-
med beswaar aangeteken by die Suid-Afn-
kaanse Departement van Buitelandse Sake,

Die kardinaal is sover bekend die hoogge-
plaasste geestelike van die Rooms-Katoueke
Kerk wat nog na Suid-Afrika genooi is. Hy sou
gistermiddag op die Lughawe Jan Smuts aan-
kom. Hy is egter kort voor sy vertrek uit Sao
Paulo deur amptenare van die Suid-Afrikaanse
konsulaat in kennis gestel dat sy visum terugge-
trek is. c .,

Kardinaal Arns het geweier om die !>uia-
Afrikaanse Regering die versekering te gee dat
hy hom nie met landsake sou inmeng me en
gevolglik is sy visum gekanselleer, het biskop
R. Orsmond, van Johannesburg gesi.

B i— em Hio on« wees van die Suid-

die ECC. Hy sou dii naweek die spreker wees
* % ™y «» ECC .
burg. Di<6 organisasie beywer hom vu die
afskaffing van verpligte militire opleiding en
S o u die Suid-Afrikaanse Weermag as ’n in-
strument waardeur apartheid bevorderword
Kardinaal Arns sou Saterdag n besoek aan
’n hervestigingsgebied in KwaNdebeie gebnng
het. Op 'n vraag of die Departement van Buite-
landse Sake ingeUg is van die>ardin® *ej«>or-
genome. besoek aan KwaNdebeie, het biskop
Orsmond gesi dat dit onaanvaarbaar is om
elke besonderheid van die reisplanne te ver-

SkDit word aanvaar dat ’n biskoplike uitnodi-
eing betrokkenheid by die biskoppe se bedry-
wighede sal insluit en in di< gevallword n ,,her-
vestigingskamp” soos in KwaNdebeie as deel
van die kerk se werkterrein beskou, het biskop
Orsmond gesi.

Kardinaal Ams is aartshiskop van die groot-
ste Rooms-Katolieke aartshisdom in die wireld
en word glo intemasionaal as '’n man van vrede
beskou. Hy was aktief betrokke by die stryd
om menseregte gedurende die 20 jaar lange
militire diktatorskap in BrasiliC.

Od 'n vraag of die kardinaal reeds met Sam
Njumo van SWAPO geskakel het, het vader
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, sekretans-generaal

van die Suider-Afrikaanse feoorrv
biskopskonferensie, gesi hy dink nie so nie. E
die perskonferensie het mnr. Nathan meWir
gemaak van die vryheidsstryd in Suid-Afril
en NamibiC.

Die ECC is voomemens om deur sy vTede
fees homself te integreer by die wireldwye <
werk wat hom beywer vir die belindiging v,
verpligte milittre opleiding, het mnr. Nath
gesi.

Etlike boodskappe is by die perskonferen
voorgelees, 0.m. van die UDF. Dii het ge
dat die weiering van ’n visum aan Kkardin;
Ams ’n oopvlekking van die leuens is dat
Suid-Afrikaanse Regering Christelik is.

0 In’n boodskap van die kardinaal self het
bevestig dat die Brasiliaanse president sy n
noei teen die Suid-Afrikaanse regering
kenne gegee het en dat die intemasion
media reeds in kennis gestel is van die gebeii

« Die Minister van Buitelandse Sake, m
Pik Botha, het gister gesi die kardinaal se
sum is aanvanklik dadelik aan hom toegek
maar toe dit bekend word hy het bykomer
bedoelings, is hy daaroor genader.

Die visum is ingetrek nadat die kardinaal
weier het om enige beperking* op sy bes<
aan Suid-Afrika te aanvaar.
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A Brazilian cardinal who
applied to visit South Af-
rica waa immediately
given a visa, but the
document was with-
drawn when reports sug-
gested he was coming to
SA for reasons other
than his stated one, the
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Mr Pfk Botha, said
this week.

Mr Botha, in a
statement to SAPA,
said Cardinal Ams of
Brazil who applied to
the South African Con-
sul General in Sao Paulo
about two weeks ago for
avisa”, to visit the Cath-

nca .

“He was immediately
given avisa for a visit for
this purpose,” Mr Botha
said.

But a report in Press
suggested the cardinal
would be coming to
South Africa “for
another purpose as well
— namely, to partic-
ipate in the end cons-
cription campaign”.

Invited

. “When advised of this
report, Cardinal Ams
denied all knowledge of
the campaign and as-
sured our Consul Gen-
eral in Sao Paulo that he
would never involve
himself in the domestic
affairs of any country,”
Mr Botha’s statement
said.

“Enquiries revealed,

PUBLIC MEETINGS

POLITICAL AND

OTHE

a stand

however, that he (the
cardinal) had in fact
been invited to partic-
ipate in this (end con-
scription) campaign and
that he was scheduled to
address the partic-
ipants”.

South Africa then
asked the cardinal for a
written undertaking that
he would not participate
in any way in the End
Conscription Campaign,
Mr Botha said.

Churchfu
overvisaa air

' By SINNAH KUNENE

THE jSA Government
this week drew heavy
local
church and community
leaders and the Brazilian

.criticism  from

Government for with-
drawing Sao Paulo Arch-
bishop Cardinal Paulo

Ams’

poetry, music, drama and stalls.

visa to visit this

MEETINGS

END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN
Peace Festival June 28-30th. Wits
University. Two and a hall days of
speeches, plays, music and poetry.
Friday 5 pm: Registration, Public
meeting with  Cardinal Arns
(Archbishop of Sao Paolo, Brazil) Dr
Beyers Naude (Gen sec; SACC) and
Laurie Nathan (ECC National
Organiser). Supper at 8.30pm is
followed by a Peace Concert featuring
Mapanlsula, Softies, Facts,
Rapula and Nude Red.

The rest of the weekend will be filled
with speeches, debates, discussions,

Subjects under discussion will include:
South Africa’'s Nuclear Capacity
through The International Struggle for
Peace, non-violent action, black
involvement in the SADF.

Guests will include Bishop Tutu,
Monsignor Bruce Kent (of the
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament),
Stone Sizani (Eastern Cape UDF
Publicity Secretary).

A prayer for peace will be led by
Archbishop Hurley on Sunday.

THE INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY
OF MAN IN AFRICA will be
screening films at the Medical School,
York Road, Parktown at 5.30 pm every

country.

Cardinal Ams, recogni-
sed internationally for his
human  right*  campaign

during the 20 year* of mili-
tary rule in Brazil, was to
have been a key speaker at
the End Conscription Cam-
paign Festival at Wits Uni-
versity at the weekend.

He had been invited by
the SA Catholic Bishops*
Conference.

Cardinal Ams said in
a statement released in Jo-
hannesburg that SA offi-
cials had demanded a de-
claration from him that
he would not take part
or even be present in any
ECC manifestation.

He was ready to leave
for the airport when embas-
sy officials confronted him.
But he reAised to comply
with these restrictions.

“Your Government is not
satisfied with the sacrifice
and injustice that it impo-
ses on its people and on the
neighbouring countries,” the
Cardinal said in a statement
to the SACBC.

Many organisations and
chuich bodies said the with-
drawal of Cardinal Ams* visa
was a sign that the Govern-
ment fears his message of

eace and opposition to vio-
ence.

But it would not pre-
vent the international com-
munity from “expressing its
solidarity with our opposi-
tion to the aggreasive rote of
the SA Defence Force”, said
the SACBC

End conscription
debate a bid

to sowdiscord
among troopies

THE End Conscription
“debate" chaired by
Sheena Duncan and sup-
ported by Messrs. Slab-
bert and Webster was
nothing but a liberally
hinged f.tcadc.

The enigma must have
been all too alluring, es-
pecially for those who are
at the point of being en-
gulfed by PFP rhetoric
and their socalled un-
prejudiced doctrines ,on
civil liberties.

The fact that top rank-
ing professional soldiers
were excluded from the
debate bears testimony to
their jaundiced attitudes
|to one of the finest forces.

Ambiguities must have
run thick and fast. Note
how Dr Webster referred
to the SADF as being
“aggressive”, but did not
elaborate. Or Dr Slab-

bert’s statement that “We
don’t believe in an iso-
lation or an engaged ap-
proach.” Then  what
approach does he menn?

It is clear that this de-
bate” was nothing but a
similar attempt to evoke
the seeds of discord
among the troopies who
are just doing their stint.

If these people are im-
plying that the SADF is
upholding the Govern-
ment's apartheid policies,
why then do they not de-
bate our tax issues, where
the taxman is paying the
salaries of those who en-
force the apartheid sys-
tem?

Since assuming the
portfolio as opposition
spokesman on defence,
and in his self-styled pro-
jected image as being a
leading authority on se-
curity matters. Dr Slab-
bert has created the im-
pression that his political
ideals are so unique that
he is entitled to impose
his views on the ordinary
citizen by confusing him
with the “rights” ofa pro-
fessional army and the
“wronpv" of conscription.
EX-SOLDIER
Keaptoa Park
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activists
rally for

N/ e ? YrRelEKEYRVAL

ANTI-CONSCRIPTION and anti-w
activists from South Africa ar
overseas will gather this weekend m
Johannesburg for South Africa's fii
ever peace festival.

The two-day event at Wits Univerei
has been organised by the En
Conscription Campaign (ECC),
broadly-based front comprising ov
40 affiliate organisations in fi\
regions.

More than 600 local and foreif
delegates and thousands of observe

attend the festival to explore t>
possibilities for -"world justice ar
peace- and to express their oppositic
to South Africa's "undeclared civ
war", according to festiva
coordinator, Clare Verbeek.

However, one of the key speakei
Cardinal Paulo Arns, a leadir
Brazilian civil rights activists, w.
prevented from coming when tl
Government withdrew his visa at t)
last minute.

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Pi
Botha, said the visa was withdraw
when reports suggested that he w;
coming to South Africa for reasoi
other than those he had stated in his vi;
application.

It was withdrawn only hours befoi
Arns was due to depart for Soul
Africa and local organisers had to ca
off a major welcoming planned for h
arrival in Johannesburg.

Other key speakers will include
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmamei
representative and Europea
parliament member, Carol Tongue
Bishop Desmond Tutu, Namibia
Advocate and Swapo member, Anto
Labowski, Archbishop Dennis Hurlo
Molly Blackburn of the PFP, Ston
Sizani of the UDF, Nadine Gordime
and Sir Richard Luyt.

There will also be a "Stop the Cali
up rock concert, an inter-school
debate, poetry, music, drama
photographic and art displays, an
numerous stalls focusing on variou
aspects of militarisation.

TheM "international struggle fo
peace" will be a significant focus of th

1festival, according to the organisers.

"We want to show South African
that we are part of the internationr
community and that there are millioi
of people throughout the world wh
care about what is happening in ou
country," said Verbeek.

"The State President, Mr P W Both*
has said that if you want peace, prepar
for war. We believe that if you war
peace, work forjustice. The aim of ou

festival is to spread this message a
widely as possible," said ECC Nation*
Organiser, Laurie Nathan.

©l1je AVIIWS

Today's Ne*s Today
129th YEAR: FOUNDED 1857

A cardinal and
conscription X% \"

BY all accounts Cardinal Paulo Arns of Brazil is a mod-
erate man. He has earned an international reputation as
an opponent of military rule in his own country, but he
is no firebrand, no rhetorical demagogue. He has never
been arrested, neither is he an exponent of “liberation
theology”.

It is a matter of concern, therefore, that his visa to
visit South Africa has been summarily withdrawn, ap-
parently because, among other things, he was to have
addressed the End Conscription Campaign’s “peace fes-
tival” while in the country.

The ECC is a lawful body, albeit involved in a contro-
versial area. Conscription is a divisive issue being freely
and increasingly debated since the Government’s use of
the armed forces to cope with domestic unrest.

Indeed, only this week the call-up for Citizen Force
personnel was re-organised because of the conflict in the
country, adding fuel to the polemic over conscripts be-
ing called upon to act against fellow citizens.

So why the ban on Cardinal Arns? It adds gratuitous
import and drama to the ECCs “peace festival”; it will
be seen inevitably as an attempt to discourage a free
exchange of ideas on a matter of the highest national

importance; it embellishes the Government’s authoritar-
ian image and it suggests that somewhere in the corri-
dors of power there is a bad case of jitters about the
debate now raging on conscription.

detained

» /* /*

JOHANNESBURG —
The End Conscription

Campaign  denounced
the detention of four
p people in Port Elizabeth
’ yesterday morfting.
| Mr David Shandler,
i EEC Press officer, said
i Miss Janet Cherry, East-
1eraCape chairman ofthe
1ECC, was picked up at
work by the security
branch at 10 am.

Her home was
searched and she was
jthen detained under
‘Section 50 ofthe Internal
Security Act
L The other people ar-
rested were Nomanede
mNgumane, an organiser
for the General Workers
iUnion; Thobile Mhah-
lahlo, organiser for the
Motor and Components
AUnion of South Africa;
and Noto Guntu, a volun-
tary worker for the UDF.
—Sapa.
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Campuses spearhead
growing resistance
to military service

By Susan Pleming,
Education Reporter

Conscription is becoming a major issue at
most English-language universities, ac-
cording to the president of the National
Union of South African Students, Mr Bren-
dan Barry.

A survey on campuses last year found that
64 percent of English-speaking students saw
the Defence Force as playing a supportive role
to apartheid, Mr Barry said.

“Most English-speaking students are in touch with
the political injustices in South Africa and there has
been an overwhelming rejection of SADF involve-
ment in the townships,” be explained.

The End Conscription Campaign was widely sup-
ported by students and there was a definite despon-
dency among them at the prospect of forfeiting
two years of their lives to “support appartheid”.

“Conscription is one of the major reasons why so
many highly-qualified graduates prefer to leave
South Africa after completing their studies.”

Mr Barry added that student and other organisa-
tions could play an important role in resisting con-
scription and in ending apartheid.

“Most students are concerned that there should be

a peaceful future in South Africa and they view in-
volvement with the SADF in political terms” he
stressed.

Mr Barry renounced his rank as lieutenant at a
public meeting at Wits University last year and said
he would no longer”~erve in the Defence Force.

Resistance to conscription is not a recent issue. It
has aained momentum in South Africa over the
past 25 years.

But, while opposition to compulsory military ser-
vice has strengthened, the Government has in-
creased the size of the Defence Force and expanded
its operations.

RELATIVELY SMALL FORCE

An article in the April edition of the magazine
South African Outlook said the SADF was a relati-
vely small force until 1960 and consisted of about
10000 volunteers. But Sharpeville, the declaration of
a state of emergency and the banning of the ANC
and the PAC motivated the Government to increase
its size.

Compulsory military service was introduced in
1967 and all white males had to do nine months’
army service.

At this time objectors from the “peace churches”
could be alloted for non-combatant duties either
through administrative discretion or by the exemp-
tion board.

Most of these objectors were Jehovah’s
" Witnesses and if they refused to serve

The unrest in the mid-70s was accom-
panied by increased resistance to con-
scription. Many eligible soldiers left the
country and South African Outlook esti-
mates that, from 1975 to 1978, between
*3000 and 4000 conscripts failed to report
for service each year. Of these only one in
msix was charged.

The first objectors to open the military
debate on a public level were from church
and student groups.

In the late 1970s, the Catholic, Anglican,
Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational
and Baptist churches publicly supported
the right of every individual to object to
military service on the grounds of con-
science.

Then the increase in the period of mili-
tary camps in 1982 and the creation of
“Dad’s Army” for all white males until the
age of 55, aroused the interest of students
at the University of Cape Town.

A UCT meeting on conscription and the
focuses which followed showed many stu-
dents were opposed to compulsory ser-
vice, says South African Outlook.

CONSIDERING OPTION

From then on, large numbers of people
from church groups and campusses were
considering objection as an option to mili-
tary service. #

In 1983, the law gave religious pacifists
the status of conscientious objectors. But
those not accepted as religious and univer-
sal pacifists faced increased penalties: a
jail sentence of up to six years.

South African Outlook said that by
early 1983, at least eight objectors had
been prepared to make a public stand. The
issue needed a campaign with a clear pro-
gramme and a creative approach.

In mid-1983,100 delegates from the Con-
scientious Objector Support Groups and
other groups met in Durban. Hie decision
was taken to launch a national campaign
against compulsory military service.

Since it was launched 18 months ago, the
campaign has had a significant impact on
the public —although not all positive. To
many white South Africans, the campaign
is seen as a threat.

without “any just cause”, they could be im-
~prisoned for up to three months. They pro-
tested vigorously against the treatment of
people refusing to do military service,
r In 1972 military service was increased
from nine to 12 months and the sentence
(for refusing to serve rose to 15 months.
> A provision was also made for Jehovah’s
iWitnesses: anyone sentenced to DB (deten-
rtion barracks) for 12 months or more could
not be sentenced again — they had been
ftgranted the status of conscientious objec-
ors

f In 1974, the South African Council of
' Churches passed a motion at its annual
conference challenging the Government’s
.Stand on conscientious objection.
This motion was immediateg/ criticised
and the churches were divided on the
issue. But the implementation of the mo-
tion was stopped when the amended De-
| fence Act made it an offence to assist or
encourage anyone to refuse to comply with
their call-up.
In 1977, national service was doubled to
24 months.
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TOE “very last thing
South Africa needs right
now" is a visit from the
Catholic Bishop of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, Cardinal
Paulo Evaristo Arns,
according to Mr Gunnar
Wiebalck, director of
United Christian Action.

Mr Wiebalck said in
Pretoria yesterday that
the UCA unreservedly
welcomed the decision to
withdraw the visa orig-
inally given to Cardinal
Anis — a “turbulent
priest” who was a well-
known promoter of revol-
ution.

1 “He is the very last
thing we need in South
Africa today,” said Mr
Wiebalck.

“He is known to be one
of the most active pro-
moters of revolution jh
South America, particu-
larly Nicaragua.

“Together with the
Marxist Nicaraguan lead-
er Daniel Ortiga, Cardi-
nal Arns celebrated a Nic-
araguan Night in Brazil in
February 1980.

“He encouraged the
youth to go to Nicaragua
to leam from the revol-
ution — and his motto is
known to be "Enough of
theology, lets get o
work
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Cardinal Arns’ efforts
to bring about revolution
in South America were
doubly appreciated by
Daniel Ortiga, who said,
in front of an excited
crowd of priests, nuns and
students at the “Nicara-
guan night” that the rev-
olution counted on “the
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resolute participation of
revolutionary priests.”

Everybody knew, said
Mr  Wiebalck, that as-
saults on church services,
mass murders, burning of
villages, torture and in-
dignity for the victims
were the order of the day
in Nicaragua.
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Cardinal Arns rejected
visa conditions—Hurlery

Citizen Reporter
MORE than 200 support-
ers of the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign (ECC)
gathered in the Great
Hall of the University of
the Witwatersrand last
night for the first session
of a weekend “Stop the
Call Up” peace festival.

Speakers at last night’s
opening were Archbishop
Denis Hurley, Bishop of
Durban and President of
the South African Catho-
lic Bishops’ Conference;
Miss Carol Tongue, a
member of the European
Parliament and of the
Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament in Britain;
Bisbop Desmond Tutu,
Nobel Peace Laureat and
Dr Beyers Naude, gener-
al secretary of the South
African Council of
Churches.

Bishop Hurley, refer-
ring to Wednesday's last-
minute withdrawal of a
visa for ECC guest Cardi-
nal Paulo Ams of Brazil,
said the Cardinal had re-
fused to visit South Africa
because the South Afri-
can authorities said they
would only issue a visa if
he did not participate in
the festival.

Bishop Tutu said if
apartheid was dispensed
with, there would be no
need for a massive war
machine, which he said
was immoral and evil.

Dr Naude spoke of the
moral dilemma facing
young South Africans of
conscription age.

He said the Govern-
ment had a fear of those
opposed to the structure

they had built which was
impossible to maintain.
He added that they were
using the youth to try to
keep them in power.

The SACC had com-
mitted itself to support
the ECC despite criticism
from within SACC ranks
and from outsiders. Dr
Naude said.

A message from the
Western European Peace
Movement was brought
by Miss Tongue who said
a European Parliament
resolution recently named
the freedom of conscien-
tious objection as a fun-
damental human right.

The conference was
also told that the chair-
man of the Eastern Cape
region of the ECC, Miss
Janet Cherry, had been
detained under section 29
of the Internal Security
Act.

C
4

Dr BEYERS NAUDE,
general secretary of
the South African
Council of Churches,
addressing the first
session of a week-
end “end the call-
up" peace festival In
Johannesburg last
night.
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F Cardinal Paulo
Vrns had been al-
owed to visit South
Urica this weekend
le would have told
us audiences about
us non-violent strug-
gle against Brazil’s
ormer military re-
lime.

Hut Cardinal Arns,
cad of the world's lar-
;est Catholic diocese
nd a prominent cru-
ader for human rights,
>not allowed to visit
In* country, and the
.orld has heard instead
tiout his “disappoint-
rig" treatment by the
outh African Govern-
ment.

I am really sad, but
hope this will help
our country,” Cardinal
.ms told the Sunday
nbuae from his home
i Sao Paulo, Brazil, on
-ciinesday.

Cardinal Arns, 73,
as speaking the day

What the
Cardinal
would have
said if

he’d been
allowed to
visit

South Africa

By Arlene Getz

after his visa to come to
South Africa as a guest
of the Southern African
Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference (SACBC) and
the End Conscription
Campaign (ECC) was
withdrawn.

He had already
placed his suitcases In
his car and was about to

leave for the airport
when he was told.
“Thirty minutes be-
fore | was going to
leave | was (old by offi-
cials from the South
African Consulate that |
had to sign a declara-
tion that | would not
participate or attend
anything organised by

the ECC and the
Church.

“l said no.

“I cannot go to Africa
as a tourist, | am too
old to be a tourist.

“l am a man of dia-
logue and peace, travel-
ling as a member of
two international or-
ganisations. | don’t ac-
cept restrictions.”

He said Brazil’s Gov-
ernment had expressed

its displeasure to South
Africa.

“They are angry be-
cause the Brazilian
Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs gave his assurance
that | was a good char-
acter.”

Disapproval of South
Africa’s sudden refusal
to grant entry to one of
the world’s most power-
ful Catholics is also
likely from other inter-

SUNDAY TRIBUNE, JUNE 30, 1985

national quarters.

The archdiocese of
which Cardinal Arns is
head is the largest and
most radical in the
world. He is also a
member of the United
Nations Committee for
Humanitarian Issues
and the International
Executive Committee
of Pax Christie.

He won the support of
millions of bis fellow
Brazilians dyeing!)!*

or-/r-N

HL

hannesburg, said this
week.

“Cardinal Arns is a
gentle peace-loving
man who was not com-
ing here to poke his
nose in the affairs of the
country.”

Cardinal Arns told
the Sunday Tribune he
had received his visa on
June 14.

The day before his

scheduled departure he
was warnpri hv Smith
fcN*-rr>.



) protest against the mili-
tary junta which ruled
Brazil from 1964 to
1984. For the past five
years he has been
searching for peaceful
methods of restructur-
ing the conflict-torn so-
cieties of South and
Central America.
Criticised and de-
famed by Brazil's for-
mer military rulers,
who referred scathingly
to “communists in cas-
socks”, Cardinal Arns
. founded the newspaper
O Sao Paulo to docu-
ment violations of
human rights in Brazil.

The junta’s most bit-
ter campaign against
him began in 1975,
when, in response to the
death in detention of a
well-known journalist,
he led two million Sao
Paulo Catholics in a 24-
hour fast. He also called
a mass which, in spite
of the city being in mili-
tary hands, drew 8000
people.

Later in the same
year, 3000 priests and
six bishops gathered in
the cathedral for a
mass id his support.

In addition to his

campaign for human
rights., Cardinal Arns
has been closely in-
volved with the tiny
*pbasi£ Christian com-
munities” that charac-
terise the Catholic
Chunch in Brazil.
- Tlese tightly-knit
communities, each
ecomprising between 12
and? 15 people, -concen-
trate on religious' acti-
vities and the'imprbve-
"ment of loc”I living
conditions. = * }

In 1977, Cardinal
'Arns receive”™ an hon-
orary doctorate from
the University erf Notre
J>ame, in the JJnited
States, where, he shared
a platform wnth the
then US president,
Jimmy Carter/.; \.

"The .horrible point
here is that we're not
talking about some lit-
tle bishop. We're talking
about a cardinal,” the
Right Rev Reginald
"Orsmond, Bishop of Jo-

African officials that he
would be taking part in
university activities,
but he was not asked to
sign a declaration until
the following day.

“They said they had
good relations with the
Catholic Church and |
was being used,” he
said.

"l told them | was
going to Africa because
Archbishop (Denis) Hur-
ley (president of the
SACBC) is my friend.

“l1 admire him for his
patriotism and for
fighting the same strug-
gle for human rights
that we fought here for
2 years”

Cardinal Ams said he
met Archbishop Hurley
during a visit to Ire-
land.

7”1 am really disap-
pointed and very sad
about the cancellation
of the trip.

“All the time before
my departure | ima-
gined | was already in
Africa.”

He would have left
South Africa last night
for Rome.

During his four-day
visit to South Africa he
was to have had various
meetings with the cler-
gy and church members
in Johannesburg.

He would also have
visited resettlement
areas in KwaNdbele
and addressed two
meetings at the ECC's
peace festival at the
University of the Wit-
watersrand.

would have spoken
about what was happen-
ing in Brazil,” he said.

“Our actions against
the military regime
could have helped you
to do the same because
wedid it in a non-vio-
lent manner by calling

«for a choice between ar-
maments or food.”

Cardinal Arns said he
was opposed to mili-
tarism because it pro-
duced fear instead of
co-operation.

“it brainwashes
against human dignity
and researches for
death instead of life.”



Support for a Just peace’ IS
growing, ECC festival told

More than 1000 people
from all walks of life at-
tended the End Con-
scription Campaign
Peace Festival on Satur-
day and a motion sup-
porting an end to con-
scription was carried
unanimously.

It read: “The building
of peace In Southern
Africa is threatened by
the presence and actions
of the SADF in Namibia
and elsewhere in South-
ern Africa and in South
Africa’s townships.

“We, the ECC Peace
Festival, call on the
Government to imme-
diately withdraw all
these troops. We call for
an end to conscription
which forces young men
to fight in these situa-
tions,” the motion said.

More than 100 mes-
sages of support for the
ECC festival were re-
ceived from organisa-
tions inside and outside
South Africa.

Cape ECC chairman
Mr Mike Evans predict-
ed that support for the
campaign would snow-
ball as the SADF played
an increasingly repress-
ive role in the town-
ships, resistance  of
township residents grew
correspondingly and
more young people ex-
perienced a moral crisis
over military service.

"The festival has
fftinmn thftf ors* le¢ QO

Townships sliding into anarchy

The Defence Force
and police were oat in
fall force in the town-
ships of the Eastern
Cape but the most
horrific acts of vio-
lence — Kkillings and
arson — continued
under the very noses
of the forces, observed
Port Elisabeth’s
Progressive Federal
Party MPC, Mrs
Molly Blackburn.
Visibly shaken by
the discovery of two
bodies of Eastern
Cape community lead-
er* In the burnt
wreckage of a car
near Port Elizabeth
and the disappearance
of two other promi-
nent Cradock men late
last week, Mrs Black-
born told the Peace

real issue -on the politi-
cal agenda. The call for
a just peace in our land
has grown in impor-
tance as our society has
slid into escalating vio-
lence,” he told the final

...session of the festival.

He said, however: "No
single organisation, in-
cluding the ECC, has
any prerogative over
the demand for peace. If
we see apartheid as the
root cause of violence in

our society then all or-
oanl«atlnn« w Hm for

Festival that the
townships were sliding
into anarchy.
Referring particu-
larly to the “so-called
black-on-black con-
flict” between the
United Democratic
Front and the Azanian
People’s Organisation,
she said that both
groups had expressed,
the fear that tlwy had
been infiltrated by

the overthrow of apart-
heid are part of what
can be called a broad
movement for peace
and justice.”

While the ECC re-
mained “extremely
proud” of people who
had withstood conscrip
tion, the support of serv-
ing national serviceman
opposed to the call-up

.would be welcomed.

A member of the
South West African Peo-
ple’s Organisation and
thp former nnhlloltv sec-

persons who initiated
violent action and
withdrew once the
flames had been lit.
Mrs Blackburn said
she had recently wit-
nessed national ser-
vicemen painting
numbers on the houses
in Langa, the old
township of Uiten-
hage, where residents
are resisting removal
to kwaNobuhle. The
numbering of houses
is one of the steps to
forced removals.
“How dare they use
our national service-
men to get involved in
sach an action?” Mrs
Blackburn asked, not-
ing that the “number-
ing” process was one
in which the police did
not even participate.

retary of the Namibian
Students' Organisation,
Mr Mokganedi Tlhaban-
ello, addressed the audi-
ence on the conflict be-
tween South Africa and
Namibia.

He said Swapo wanted
ea ceasefire, but it was
not prepared to lay
down arms on the un-
derstanding that Pre-
toria would follow suit

Swapo had no reason
to trust South Africa,

i In a panel discussion
entitled “Rome u« No”

five objectors to mili-
tary service recalled
their experiences.

Mr Richard Steele
from Durban who
served a year in deten-
tion barracks in 1980 ex-
plained why he had re-

fused to serve in the
SADF.
"The military is de-

signed to train people to
destroy one another and
misuse the land. | see
the military as a pillar
of an unjust society and
| saw my steps as an act
of non-co-operation with
apartheid,” he said.

Political objector Mr
Pete Hathorn who
served a year mostly in
Pollsmoor Prison in
1983 said he was com-
mitted to the Freedom
Charter and serving in
the SADF would make a
mockery of his beliefs.

“It would mean shar-
ing in and perhaps even
adding to the atrocities
of apartheid.”

Mr David Pijpers, a
former member of the
Cape Corps, faces a
court martial later this

year for refusing to
complete his 10-year
contract

He told the gathering
he had entered the corps
because military service
was a family tradition,
but his experiences In
Namibia had prompted
moves to cut his service
short.

R*v B*y*ri Noud*: "W hat oro w
to our young poopto?"

Political unrest
now civil war,
festival told

The current phase of political rarest ta
South Africa is a civil war, according to a
member of the End Conscription Cam-
paign in Cape Town, Mr Crispian Olver.

Speaking at the End Conscription Cam-
paign Peace Festival held at the Univer-
sity of the Witwatersrand over the week-
end, Mr Olver said moat township resi-
dents regarded the army as a hostile
Government agency.

He added that white people wo«M have
to engage In the straggle for peaee If
they wanted to approach an understand-
ing of the wider conflict In South Africa.

Many whites could not come to terms
with the civil conflict around them,
stressed Mr Olver.

He said South Africans lived “always
under the shadow of apartheid and are
affected by It”.



CONSCription
props up apartheid
— Beyers Naude |

The fight to end conscription is
really a battle against the en-
tirely unjust apartheid system
which depends on forced mili-
tary service to bolster it, says
the general secretary of the
South  African Council of
Churches, Dr Beyers Naude.

Speaking to about 850 people
at the opening of the End Con
scription Campaign (ECC)
Peace Festival at the Universi-
ty of the Witwatersrand on Sat-
urday, Dr Naude said the
struggle for justice and peace
was one in which everyone
should be involved.

CRUMBLING

Apartheid was crumbling
and cracking and yet those in
power were desperately trying
to maintain it by using the tal-
ents and strength of the young.

“What are we doing to our
young people? When will we
realise that we are destroying
the creative talents which God
fras given to youth?”

He added that for Christian
and humanitarian reasons the
SACC had committed itself to
supporting the End Conscrip-
tion Campaign.

If people found that what
they were called to do in South
Africa was unjust, they should
<akp a decision on the side of
justice and peace.

Dr Naude said he had parti-
cipated in a service conducted
by the SACC conference at Du-
duza for those who died in hand
grenade blasts in East Rand
townships earlier this week.

“The six were described as
eterrorists’, but I do not know
what a ‘terrorist’ is or is not in

South Africa. If you had sharejii
in the pain, agony .and tears
on the faces of mothers whose
children died, you would find )t
difficult to think in those
terms.” «

Dr Naude described how, ip
the street after the service,
there had been soldiers waiting
in hippos. J

“l thought: what must be
going on in the minds of tho”e
young men ... what must their
feelings be while standing
there with the power of tlge
army, staring down into <a
township of people in poverty
— defenceless. ”

Nobel Peace Prize winner
Bishop Desmond Tutu told the
meeting: “Any war to defend
something that is morally inde-
fensible is an unjust war and it
ought not to be prosecuted t-
especially by Christians.”

If apartheid were disman-
tled, he said, there would be qo
need for the SADF to “terorise”
the black population.

INTENSIFIED j

ECC national organiser Mr
Laurie Nathan said: ‘The use
of the SADF in the townships
intensifies anger and makes
people more determined to
fight back” !

He recalled the comments of
a priest, to the effect th$t
township people were prepared
to die fighting since they were'
already dying anyway. ;

In a recorded message from
London, Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmanent leader Monsign”r
Bruce Kent asserted it was ,a
basic human right to be fr$e
from being trained to



Rev Bayar* Nauda: "What arc wo
doing to our young pooplo?"

Apartheid depends

THE fight to &l conscription & really a baftie
against the entirely unjust apartheid system
which depends on forced military service to
bolster it, says the general secretary of the
South African Council of Churches, Dr Beyers
Naude.

Speaking to about 850 people at the opening of
the End Conscription Campaign (ECC) Peace
Festival at the University of the Witwatersrand
on Saturday, Dr Naude said the struggle for jus-
tice and peace was one in which everyone fhftglil
be involved.

Apartheid was crumbling and cracking and
yet those in power were desperately trying to
maintain it by asing the talent* and strength
of the young.

“What are we doing to our young people?
When will we realise that we are destroying the
creative talents which God has given to youth?”

He added that for Christian and humanitarian
reasons the SACC had committed Itself to sup-
porting the End Conscriotion Campaign.

ik beopie found that what they were called to
do in South Africa was uqgjust and not right, they
should take a decision on the side of justice and
peace, Dr Naude stressed.

Dr Naude said he had participated in a service
conducted by the SACC conference at Duduza
for those who died in hand grenade blasts in
East Rand townships earlier this week.

“The six were described as ‘terrorists’, but |
do not know what a ‘terrorist' is or is not in
South Africa. If you had been there and had
shared in the pain and agony and tears on the
faces of mothers whose children had died, you
would find It difficult to think in those terms.

Dr Naude described how, in the street after
the service, there had been soldiers waiting in
hippos.

“l thought: what must be going on in the
minds of those young men ... what must their
feelings be while standing there with the power
of the army, staring down into a township of
people in poverty — defenceless and without

on conscription — Naude

arms.

Miss Carol Tongue, a British member of the
European Parliament and the Campaign for Nu-
clear Disarmament, said few countries in West-
ern Europe exercised effective control on the
export of weapons and instruments of torture.

She said that, while they agreed adequate de-
velopment aid and trade links with poorer coun-
tries strengthened democracy in such lands and
helped prevent them becoming sites for super-
power conflict, barely any West European na-
tions had met United Nations targets for de-
velopment aid to the Third World.

“We live in a world broken by unshared
bread,” said Miss Tongue, adding that the first
violence was that of poverty. As long as rich and
poor existed side by side, the rich would live in
constant fear of the poor and there would not be
peace, she said.

Nobel Peace Prize winner Bishop Desmond
Tutu told the meeting: “Any war to defend some-
thing that is morally indefensible is an unjust

war and it ought not to be prosecuted — espe-
cially by Christians.”

If apartheid were dismantled, the bishop ar-
gued, there would be no need for the SADF to
“terorise” the black population.

ECC national organiser Mr Laurie Nathan
said: “The use of the SADF in the townships in-
tensifies anger and makes people more deter-
mined to fight back.”

He recalled the comments of a priest, to the
effect that township people were prepared to die
fighting since they were already dying anyway.

In a recorded message from London, Cam-
paign for Nuclear Disarmanent leader Monsi-
gnor Bruce Kent asserted it was a basic human
right to be free from being trained to kill.

British and South African campaigners
worked under different circumstances, but they
walked the same road toward a world free from
militarisation, be said.
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