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POVERTY MAY END !f 
COLLEGE C A R E E R ! 
OF YOUNG AFRICAN!

j
Medical Student, O n c e  

Savage, Hampered in 
Rare Aspiration.

W OULD HEAL PEOPLE

But Funds Give out as He’s 
Nearly Ready to Return 

as Missionary.

B y H. H. R O B E R T S O N ,
United News Staff Coroespondent.

Chicago, July 11. —  Stalked for 
years by the specter o f grim  poverty, 
A lfred  Xuma, once an A fr ic a n  sav 
age, now a  m edical student, faces the 
crash o f 'his ch ie f hope— ;that o f r e 
turning- to m in ister to his people as 
a m edical m issionary.

A t  the end o f his th ird year in  the 
N orthw estern  U n ivers ity  m edical 
school this s tru gg lin g  and persistent 
young A fr ican  *has no m oney w ith 
which to finish his course and obtain 
the coveted diploma. N o r has he, a c 
cord ing to m em bers o f the faculty, 
any means o f earn ing enough to pay 
fo r the com pletion o f his course. 
Only a few  weeks ago Xuma. who 
had been w ork ing at odd jobs to get 
money, that fie m ight stay in college, 
w as in form ed by a  professor that the 
rem ainder o f his course would ibe so 
filled w ith  lectures and clin ical w ork  
that he would have no tim e le ft  fo r  
anyth ing else.

M a y  G ive  U p  Struggle.

Sorrow fu lly  he told  friends, who 
had watched b is  p lucky struggle  to 
educate h im self in one o f  the most 
difficult sciences, that he thought he 
would have to leave school soon.

As a boy Xum a had roam ed A frican  
w ilds w ith  tribesmen. H e saw  his 
people engulfed in a w ave  o f ap 
palling savagery. H e saw  h is own 
blood re latives subjected to torture 
by w itch  doctors seeking to drive  out 
devils. H e saw filth, ignorance and 
disease on every  hand. Epidem ics 
would com e and his people would fa ll 
like broken reeds, w h ile  t'he w itch  
doctors beat their tom -tom s and 
spent days and n igh ts m uttering in 
cantations to ward o ff the e v il sp ir
its.

A  m issionary in a W esleyan  M eth 
odist' school became in terested  in the 
the boy and before, long: the little  
fe llow  was runn ing about in the 
school and attend ing classes there. ! 
lo ite r his fam ily  and fr ien ds became 
members o f  the W esleyan  church. ' 
A . few  years passed and the boy grew  
up. H e had a vision . H e wanted to 
study medicine. H e wanted, to go to 
the U n ited  S tates and return to m in- 1 
ister to hi® needy people.

" W o r k e d  W a y "  to U .  S. and Up.

But h.is people had no money. So : 
the young man worked bis w a y  to [ 
the U nited  S tates on  a ship, landed 
in N ew  Y o rk  w ith  1(1 in his pocket 
and walked to Tuskegee, Ala., where 
he enrolled in the institute. H e put 
h im self through the school and then 
\\Vrked for _a tim e to g e t  m oney for 
his iin ile a l course.

He has spent a ll his money. The 
past year has been a  (hard ows for 
liim . O ften  he has gone hungry fa r 
tw o or three days.

N ow , w ith  the goa l tow ards w hich 
•he has plodded fo r years in sight, 
this young man wonders whether the 
ghosts that have constantly ibeen be
side him, the ghosts o f  poverty  and 
disappointm ent, have fina lly become 
translated into rea lities  to .blast his 
dreams.
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T h e  Y o u n g  M e n ’s  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  C h ic a g o
N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S c h o o l s  D e p a r t m e n t
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C O M M I T T E E  O F  M A N A G E M E N T

F .  B .  C r o s s l e y . L a w  - - C h a i r m a n  
C .  W .  P a t t e r s o n . M e d i c i n e  

D r . R .  E .  B l a c k w e l l . D e n t i s t r y  

H .  P .  D u t t o n . C o m m e r c e  

D r . J .  P .  S i m o n d s . M e d i c i n e  

D r . K .  L .  V e h e . D e n t i s t r y

Mr'. A. B. Xuma, p  J  _
848 St. in thony Avenue, f  '  fU( T
S t . Paul, Ulnneso ta .

Dear Mr. Xuma:

Your goo a le t te r  of several days ago came to 

the office while I we.s away on vacation. I am wondering 

what your plans are for your returning to the L'edical 

School this year. I have kept you in mind in regard to 

employment, tut we are having a very d i f f ic u lt  time secur

ing work for the Medical men.

Mr. Patterson te lls  me that he thinks you are 

planning to return. \Ie certainly hope that you w ill  find 

i t  possible to do so, for I know what a disappointment i t  

would he to you, not to fin ish your senior year.

I wish you vrould fee l free to talk over any 

of your problems with me on your arrival here, and we want 

to do the very hest we can to see you fin ish.

Sincerely,

CPP:BH

C .  D .  P a r k e r . E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y

September 20, 192 4-



Aft *  2 _ i

Qttjt ImwrBtftj uf iitmtMOta
Ilqiartmrnt of Agrirttllurr

M ntorraitii ^Farrtt, $ t .  Jfaul

D I V I S I O N  O F  E N T O M O L O G Y  A N D  E C O N O M I C  Z O O L O G Y  October 21 , I92U

I\5r . k \ B . Xuma 
3763 Wabash Avenue 
Chicago, I l l in o is

Dear Mr. Xuma:

I am very glad to learn that you are back at 

your work and that a l l  is going w ell.

The pathology outlines have not yet been printed 

and I understand that their publication w ill  be delayed u n til  

the f i r s t  of the year. The typewritten outlines are not a v a il

able at present.

In response to your request I air. very glad to send 

a note which I hope wiUbe of help to you.

Sincerely yours,

WAR: oc Chief of Division.
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Judge F. H . Boggs
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H. W . Mumfobd

H. B. W aed
I. O. Bakeb 
S. W . P a ee  
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Ca m pb e ll  H o lto n , Bloomington 
H o n . T . G. E ss in g to n , Streator 
S. E. B eadt, DeKalb 
J. N. D ig h t o n , Monticello 
W m . B utteew o bth , Moline 
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Fb a n k  Fun S'!, Freeport 
W . L . A bbott , Chicago

Mr. A. B. Xuma,
3763 Wabash Avenue,
Chicago, I l l in o is .

Dear Xuma:

Thank you for your le tte r  of November 26th.
I am now ready to try and see what I can do in the way 
of helping you this week. I plan to be at the 
Planter's Hotel, Chicago, Monday night and I hope 
you v/ill plan to be there and see me not later than 
seven o'clock in the evening.

I called on a lady who I thought might 
help you, but she said that she would make a sub
stantial contribution toward a set of surgical 
instruments when you return to A frica. I w i l l  
talk this over with you Monday evening. Do not 
f a i l  to come to the Planter's Hotel at seven 
o' clock.

Very sincerely yours,

GJLrEML
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