
The Transvaal Land Owners’ Association.

Annual General Meeting.

T he F orty-second  A n n u a l General M eeting  o f  M em b ers o f  the Transvaal Land O w ners’ .Isso e ia tio n  h a s  
held  in the  B oard R oom , L e w is  &  M a rk s  B uild ing , P residen t S tree t, Johannesburg, on M onday, 261 h 
X m /em ber, 1915, at 3 o’clock p.m.

M r. E . A. R oberts (rep resen tin g  D aggafon te in  M ines, Ltd., R and Selection C orporation , Ltd., South  
A frican  Land & E x p lo ra tio n  Co. Ltd., and W este rn  R eefs E x p lo ra tio n  & D evelopm ent Co. L td .) p resided, and 
there  w ere  p resen t M essrs. E. B urnham  (H arm o n y  L ands & M inerals, L td .) , E. L. C raighead (T ran sv a a l 
Gold M ining E sta tes, L td. and R and Mines, L td .), R. H oney, K.C. (A frican  B oard  of E x ecu to rs  & T ru s t Co. 
L td .), B. M oses (T ran sv aa l & D elagoa Bay Investm ent Co. L td .) , S. P e rk in s (N ew  Consolidated Gold Fields, 
Ltd. and W est W itw a te rsran d  A reas, L td .) , J. Pop le  (A frican  Gold and ISase M etals H oldings. Ltd. and 
South  A frica n  Tow nships, M ining & F inance C orporation , L td .) ,  A. J. Reynolds (G eneral M inina & Finance 
C orporation , L td .) , H . J. Sum m erlev  (T ran sv a a l C onsolidated  Land & E x p lo ra tio n  Co. L td .) , K. \Y. T ow nsend 
(A frican  & E uropean  Investm ent Co. L td. and L ydenburg  E sta tes, L td .) and A. 1). Parsons, Secretary .

A pologies fo r absence w ere received fro m  M essrs. 
I. Davidson and R. L. W ard .

T he C hairm an declared  the m eeting duly constitu ted , 
.and the notice convening the m eeting  w as taken as read.

T h e  S ecre ta ry  read  the  A u d ito rs’ rep o rt and  on the 
m otion  o f the C hairm an, the annual rep o rt of the 
E xecu tive  Com m ittee, which had prev iously  been 

■circulated, w as taken as read.

T h e  C hairm an  said :

■Gentlemen,

T h e  C om m ittee’s R eport and the aud ited  sta tem ent of 
Accounts, w hich have been in your possession fo r  some 
tim e, a re  now  subm itted fo r  your approval and adoption. 
It is reg re tted  th a t paper restric tions have again  p re ­
vented  re ference  to m any sub jects o f in te rest to m em ­
bers. T he rep o rt has, th e re fo re , been g reatly  abridged, 
but m em bers who w ish to  do so m ay obtain fuller 
sta tistica l and o th er da ta  a t the A ssocia tion’s offices.

B efore  proceeding with the business o f the meeting, 
I have to reco rd  with reg re t the death o f  tw o long­
standing and valued m em bers o f your Association, 
nam ely Mr. A. B erkeley  o f L ondon and Mr. A. J. 
Shim  well o f Johannesburg . Y o u r C om m ittee have 

-conveyed th e ir  deep sym pathy and condolence to the 
fam ilies.

M e m b e r s h ip  a n d  A c c o u n t s .

T h ere  was a  sm all increase in the to ta l m em bership 
w h ic h  stood a t 88 as com pared w ith 87 fo r  the previous 
year.

T h e  accounts show an excess o f incom e over e x ­
pend itu re  o f £289/17/1, as com pared  w ith an excess of 
£409/9/10 in the previous year.

T o w n s h i p  O w n e r s ’ S u b -C o m m it t e k .

T h is  com m ittee now consists o f 9 T ow nship  O w ner 
m em bers who control 113 tow nships, com prising  66,000 
•erven.

H tgh C o s t  o f  U r b a n  L a n d .

O f late th ere  have been m any references to th e  h igh  
cost o f stands in tow nships fo r  building purposes. I t  
has even been suggested  th a t tow nship ow ners have 
charged  unreasonably  h igh  prices and have received 
fantastic  nrofits. T h is m ay have happened in som e 
cases pa rticu la rly  w here  th e  tow nship ow ner acqu ired  
the  land m any years ago, but at present, though  it is 
agreed  that p , :ces a re  high, it is subm itted  th a t fac to rs  
now exist, w hich dem and profits on a high scale and  
indeed in m ost cases p roh ib it the developm ent o f new  
tow nships.

Y our T ow nship  O w ners ' Sub-C om m ittee, a t the 
request, o f the N ational H ousing and P lanning C om ­
m ission, subm itted  a sta tem ent - " in g  out the A ssocia­
tion 's views on the h igh cost o f uri „n land in the T ra n s ­
vaal. Copies of the m em orandum  were la te r subm itted  
to va rio u s M inisters, the P rovincial Secretary , the 
T ow nships B oard  and the Surveyor-G eneral, T ran sv aa l.

T h o se  m em bers who are  particu larly  in te rested  m ay 
see a copy of the m em orandum  at the A ssociation’s 
offices.

T h e  m em orandum  attem pted  to explain the p resen t 
difficulties laboured  under by persons desirous o f 
fo rm ing  tow nships, and m ade sugg stions r :gard ing  
the im provem ents which should  be m ade to ac ilita te  
and speed up tow nship  fo rm ation .

T h e  business o f laying ou t a tow nship  lir.s uecome 
m ore com plicated and m ore difficult, a id  has -lded to 
take longer as tim e goes by. Indeed, so com plicated has 
it becom e th a t it is now a specialist jo b  requ iring  ex p ert 
know ledge in estim ating  w here th ere  is likely to be a 
dem and fo r  erven, the type o f tow nship requ ired , the 
ex ten t o f the dem and and the p robable price obtainable. 
In add ition  the u n d e rtak er m ust have a know ledge of 
the law, considerable capital and infinite patience as he 
m u st expect a  long delay b e fo re  he  receives his profits 
if he is to succeed in overcom ing all the obstacles and 
day to  day difficulties th a t a rise  o r a re  placed in h is

t



way. It is, th e re fo re , obvious that' the profits m ust be 
sufficiently a ttrac tiv e  to cause a qualified u n d e rtak er to 
consider th e  business o f laying ou t a tow nship.

In  few  cases has he the  ow nership  o f land  w hich is 
definitely ripe fo r  tow nship  developm ent. H is  first 
step is, th e re fo re , to nego tia te  fo r  th a t land fo r w hich 
today he has to pay prices fa r  in excess o f its ag ricu l­
tu ra l value.

H e m ust then estim ate, b e fo re  he purchases the 
g round, how  m uch of it will be saleable, th a t is, lie m ust 
consider the a rea  w hich will be lo st fro m  a selling point 
o f view fo r roads, school sites, parks, G overnm ent erven 
and o th er non-saleable occupations, w hich m ay easily 
am ount to W 7t of the to ta l area. Only then can he 
estim ate  th e  m inim um  selling price a t w hich he can offer 
erven  w hich will enable h im  to decide w hether o r no t 
to  proceed with the tow nship. In m aking th is decision 
he is guided by selling prices o f ex isting  tow nship erven 
in the vicinity. T h is com parison is no t an easy m atte r 
bearing in m ind the Fact th a t ex is ting  values o f o ther 
erven m ay bear no re la tionsh ip  w hatsoever to the selling 
value o f erven in the  proposed  tow nship when it is 
finally proclaim ed. C onditions m ay have changed con­
siderably, and the w ould-be tow nship  ow ner has to bear 
a  g re a te r  risk, fo r  w hich n a tu ra lly  he expects com pensa­
tion. I f  the business is no t a ttrac tiv e  his efforts and 
capital a re  d irec ted  elsew here, w ith  the resu lt th a t the 
scarcity  o f build ing land rem ains, and the fo rtu n ate  
ow ners o f tow nship  stands still enjoy a pa rtia l m onopoly 
due to the fa c t th a t th ere  is not sufficient com petition 
in the supply of new erven.

F ro m  the tim e the tow nsh ip  ow ner s ta r ts  on his long 
and a rd u o u s task  of fo rm in g  a tow nship it m ay be any­
th ing fro m  tw o to five y ears  b e fo re  he is in a position 
to effect sales, and reap  th e  benefit o f his w ork. In 
that tim e so m uch can happen th a t he m igh t be faced 
w ith a tow nship w hich is ou t o f  date  in its planning or 
has m issed the m ark e t fo r  o th er reasons.

As du ring  the  fo rm atio n  period  considerable sum s of 
m oney have to be laid  out’ p rim arily  fo r  purchase  of 
the land and survey  and legal expenses, and possibly 
assessm ent ra tes, the in te res t fac to r cannot be o ver­
looked.

A m ost im p o rtan t item  in the econom ics o f tow nship 
developm ent is the ra te  o f cash endow m ent w hich has 
to be paid to the local au th o rity . T h is  is in the  form  
o f a  percen tage of the selling price and m ay be as high 
as 2219'r. U ntil the tow nship is on the point of being 
p rom ulgated , i.e., p robably  years a f te r  the s ta rt, the 
ra te  o f endow m ent is unknown, no r can the  tow nship 
ow ner estim ate  w h a t the requ irem en ts w ill be in reg ard  
to the  provision of ro ad s and, m ore  im portan t and 
costly, the w a ter and ligh t services. T hese  a re  additional 
fac to rs  w hich d e te r one fro m  c rea ting  tow nships.

A f te r  fo rm atio n  o f the tow nship the u n d e rta k e r has 
to pa3' assessm ent ra tes and som etim es sew er charges 
on unsold  stands.

I t  is obvious, th e re fo re , th a t the business o f fo rm ing  
tow nships today  is not likely to  a ttrac t the necessary 
capital o r e ffo rt unless a  large  profit is indicated.

T he long delays w hich have been m entioned are  due 
to the fact th a t so m any bodies a re  concerned, nam ely 
the T ow nships B oard , the S u rv eyor-G enera l’s Office, 
the Local A uthority , the T ow nships P lann ing  A u th o ri­
t i e s  and, to a  lesser ex ten t, the  E ducation  D epartm ent,

the R oads B oard, the S.A. R ailw ays and H arb o u rs  and 
possibly even the  P e ri-U rb an  A reas Board, all o f w hich 
have a  considerable say in the m atter, and m ay a t any 
tim e ra ise  new points. T h is happens particu larly  w here  
there  is a change of personnel in any of the bodies 
concerned. T h e  m ost im portan t body, the T ow nships 
B oard , consists m ainly o f ex trem ely  busy senior 
officials in various G overnm ent and P ro v inc ia l D ep art­
m ents who act on the B oard  on a p a rt-tim e  basis. I t  
is obvious th a t these gentlem en, who a re  a lready  over­
w orked in their own jobs, cannot be expected  to  function  
very  expeditiously on such a  basis even in peace tim e.
I t  is understood  th a t the  B oard  realises, the  position  
fu lly  and is doing its u tm ost to  m ake im provem ents.

I t  is suggested  th a t the  ex is ting  m achinery  fo r  tow n­
ship fo rm ation  is sadly in need of a com plete overhaul. 
T h e  requ irem ents o f the various bodies concerned 
d irectly  and indirectly  a re  so num erous, indefinite and 
overlapping, and take up so m uch tim e that a  lot o f u n ­
necessary  w ork  is c rea ted  fo r  the T ow nships B oard  
and all concerned, w ith the consequence of ad ded  delay, 
and an increase in price to the eventual buyer o f  a 
stand.

W e do not feel th a t any of the  difficulties o f which 
we com plain a re  insuperable. Som e delays w hich exist 
fo r the p ro tec tion  o f the  m an -in -the-street a re  perhaps 
inevitable, bu t it is suggested  th a t by the closer co­
o rd ination  of the functions o f all Public au th o ritie s  and 
persons who are  in te rested  in T ow nship  developm ent a 
g re a t deal o f  the p resen t unnecessary w aste o f tim e 
could be avoided. F u rth e r, the p rovision  of a standard ized  
table o f w h a t each au th o rity  m ay dem and from  a tow n­
ship developer w ould  lim it the risk  fac to r and expedite  
m atters .

W ar-tim e  conditions have played only a m inor p a rt 
in causing the  long delays com plained of. T he tim e 
has com e fo r the  establishm ent of one perm anent body 
of com petent officials, acting on a fu ll-tim e basis, to 
contro l the estab lishm ent o f townships. I t  should be 
represen ta tive  of th e  various au th o ritie s  and persons 
concerned and include one m em ber to w atch  the in te rests 
o f land-users. Such a body should have full pow ers to- 
assess and p ro tec t the  various righ ts and in terests con­
cerned and standard ize  p rocedure  as fa r  as possible.

W ith in  the last few years ano ther facto r has been 
in troduced  which, it is considered, has had m uch to do 
w ith  the shortage  o f building erven and the h igh prices.
1 re fe r  to  the F ix ed  P ro p erty  P ro fits  tax. In tended 
to com bat inflation, it has been one of the  chief fac to rs  
in causing inflation in the price of building land. Many 
of o u r m em bers who are experienced in the business o f 
laying ou t tow nships have been offered  land w hich w as 
fully  ripe fo r  developm ent. H av ing  considered th e  
fac to rs  w ith w hich I have a lready  dealt, in some cases 
the  p roposition  looked a ttrac tiv e , but the tax  of 13s. 4d. 
in the i  on profits p reven ted  the business from  being 
carried  fu rth e r. I f  p ro g ress had then been possible 
th ere  w ould have been m any m ore available stands 
instead  of w hich a scarcity  value has been c rea ted  fo r  
ex isting  open stands.

T h is tax  has fo rced  up the price o f land and given 
to  certain  ow ners o f  stands fo rtu ito u s  profits w hich in 
to ta l probably exceed the am ount gained by the G overn­
m ent in taxation .

In  ou r opinion the am ount o f revenue accru ing  to th e  
G overnm ent by reason of th is tax  does no t ju s tify  its 
re ten tion  and I w ould appeal to the M in ister o f Finance 
to repeal it as soon as possible.



T h e  P e ri-U rb an  A reas B oard  is now functioning and 
has constitu ted  local boards in certa in  areas. W ith  the 
principles on w hich the  B oard  w as constitu ted  we m ust 
a ll agree  bu t express the hope th a t th is body w ill not 
becom e ano ther brake on developm ent o f tow nships.

P u t  briefly, it is suggested  that a reduction  in the 
restric tions and difficulties in fo rm ing  tow nships will 
increase  com petition and p rov ide  m ore building p lots 
a t low er prices.

It has been recom m ended by the Social & Econom ic 
P lann ing  Council, in its R ep o rt No. 5 on R egional and 
Tow n Planning, th a t all p riv a te  enterprise  in the  laying 
ou t o f  tow nships should be elim inated. W e are  of the 
opinion that p rivate  en terp rise  can cater fo r the public 
m ore  speedily and efficiently than can the public service, 
and  p a rticu larly  so if the  p resen t needless obstructions 
a re  rem oved.

A l t e r a t io n s  o f  T o w n s h i p  C o n d it io n s .

Several cases o f in te res t to Tow nship  O w ners, and 
tile public generally  have recently  been before  the 
C ourts.

B roadly speaking, the point at issue was the r ig h t of 
th e  ow ner of an e r f  in a  tow nship to  enforce  the con­
d itions o f tow nship title  against o th er parties who 
w ished to e rec t flats o r business p roperties in areas 
re s tr ic ted  in title  to residential use. l^ id e r  v arious 
tow n planning schem es certa in  o f such a reas have been 
zoned as being available fo r  flats and o th er non- 
residen tial purposes, and the schemes have had  the 
approval o f the A dm in istra to r, in term s of the  T o w n ­
ships A m endm ent O rdinance (1941) of w hich the  re ­
levant provisions have since been declared  ultra  vires. 
In the  cases re fe rre d  to the C o u rts have upheld the 
T ow nship  Conditions with the resu lt th a t the build ing  
of flats and the  establishm ent of o th er business in 
residential a reas is prohibited .

T h is is a m atte r o f considerable com plexity, as the 
vested  r ig h ts  o f s ta llh o ld e rs  entrenched in the con­
ditions of tow nships, in m any cases laid dow n fo r ty  o r 
fifty  years ago, have to be w eighed against the  re ­
qu irem ents o f u rban  developm ent in the ligh t o f p resent 
(lay needs.

I n s t a l m e n t  S a l e s  o f  L a n d  B il l .

Am ong the legislative m easu res o f in te rest to m em bers 
in troduced  in P arliam en t last session w as the Insta lm en t 
Sales of L an d  Bill— (to  quote  the title ) “T o  m ake p ro ­
vision fo r  the regu lation  of certain  agreem ents fo r  the 
acquisition  of land.”

Briefly, th is m easu re  is intended to apply in respect 
o f land sold on the instalm ent system , in such a reas as 
m ay lie specified by proclam ation, the purchase  price 
o f which does no t exceed £300 in the case o f land w ith  
no im provem ents and £1,000 w here  the land is im proved.

Y our C om m ittee m ade detailed  represen ta tions to the 
M inister pointing ou t that the Bill b ristled  w ith  com ­
plexities and, if passed into law in its p resen t form , 
ow ners w ould be de te rred  from  selling on the instalm ent 
system land to w hich the Bill applied and th a t this 
effect would re-act un fa irly  on those w ho are  not in a 
position to acquire land fo r cash.

T h e  M inister thanked the A ssociation fo r  it? com m ents 
and suggestions and stated th a t its views w ould receive 
ful l  consideration.

T h e  Bill, w hich was not p roceeded w ith in the 194? 
session, will probably be re -in tro d u ced  n e x t session.

W ith  your indulgence I w ould now  like to re fe r  
briefly to one o r tw o m atte rs  o f a g ricu ltu ra l in terest.

W ool .

You will have observed  fro m  the C om m ittee’s rep o rt 
th a t the U nion 's wool clip fo r  th e  1944-45 season was 
sm aller th a n ,th e  p revious y e a r’s by about 57,000 bales. 
T h is sh o rtfa ll m eans £1,170,000 less in the wool cheque 
to the p roducer, the one com pensating fac to r being th a t 
w ith  a  steady  m arke t devoid of the u sua l price 
fluctuations that w ere a  p re -w ar fea tu re  o f wool, In ­
still enjoys a basis a t least 40% above the p re -w ar level. 
A n o th er observation  is th a t the Sou th  A frican  g ro w er 
is c lassify ing  h is clip as never before , and today the  
old-tim e bogey of falsely  packed bales is a th ing of the 
past.

W ith  the end of the w ar and a g rad u al re lax atio n  o f 
contro l regu lations, it is th o u g h t th a t a h igher p ro p o r­
tion of the su rp lus stocks held in th is coun try  should  
soon be re leased  fo r overseas trade. T h e  accum ulation  
now held  by the B ritish  W ool C om m ission S o u th  
A fr ica  in its w arehouses a t the  coast to ta ls over 1A 
m illion bales, a  very big percentage o f th is being- w ools 
suitable fo r  C ontinental requirem ents.

T h e  wool conference betw een rep resen ta tives o f the 
U nited  K ingdom , A u stra lia , N ew  Z ealand and Sou th  
A frica , w hich m et in L ondon during  A pril and M ay. 
recom m ended the establishm ent of a jo in t o rg an izatio n  
to contro l the  m arketing  of wool in the n ex t ten o r 
twelve years. T h e  scheme, w hich will c rea te  reaso n ­
able price stability  on a long-te rm  basis, has been 
accepted by South  A frican  wool in te rests and legislation 
is to be in troduced  by the  G overnm ent a t th e  n e x t 
session of P a rliam en t to im plem ent the proposals.

B u t t e r  a n d  C h e e s e .

In the  p resen t-day  scarcity  o f these com m odities, it 
m ay be of in te res t to  note th a t the p roduction  by the 
U nion’s cream eries and cheese fac to ries du rin g  the  y ear 
ended 30th June, 1945, to ta lled  37,814,000 lbs. o f b u tte r  
and 16,974,000 lbs, (g reen  w eigh t) cheese, represen ting  
a decrease o f nearly  15% in th e  quantity  o f b u tte r  and 
of 3% in cheese, as com pared w ith  the  p rev ious year. 
A pproxim ately  o n e-q u arte r o f the  b u tte r  is p roduced  
in T ran sv aa l cream eries.

S o il  E r o s io n .

T he rep o rt b e fo re  you re fe rs  to the e ffo rts being m ade 
by the  N ational V eld T ru s t  to deal w ith  the  v ita l 
questions o f soil erosion and veld conservation.

In a very  in te resting  rep o rt on his investigations into 
soil erosion  conditions in th e  U nion, Dr. H . H . B ennett, 
o f the U n ited  S ta tes D epartm en t o f A g ricu ltu re , sta tes 
th a t S o u th  A frica  is d ry ing  up on a larg e  scale and that 
fa r  too little  a tten tion  has been devoted  by the  av erage  
fa rm e r  to soil p ro tection  against erosion and the 
m aintenance of soil p roductiv ity  th ro u g h  good cropping 
and g razin g  practices. T h e  rep o rt enum erates som e of 
the p ractices and m eans now available fo r  g e tting  under 
way a w orth-w hile  national soil conservation  program m e 
and suggests that a technical personnel o f about 1,000 
m en should  be recru ited  and tra in ed  in the field as soon 
as possible to assist, in carry ing  ou t the p rogram m e.

S t o c k  D i s e a s e s .

In fo rm atio n  is still aw aited  reg ard in g  the action the 
G overnm ent intends to take fo llow ing the recom m enda-



lions o f the  E as t C oast Fever Com m ission, re ference  to 
w hich was m ade in your C om m ittee’s last report.

C,al lam siekte is reported  to have been m ore p revalen t 
than  usual in som e areas ow ing to lack of supplies of 
bone-meal. T ick-borne diseases w ere in evidence. 
T h ere  a re  fa r  too few  dipping tanks and rep o rts 
suggest that tick-borne diseases w ill alw ays be present 
until density  o f se ttlem ent fo rces fa rm e rs  them selves 
to  combine and ask  fo r the in troduction  o f com pulsory  
dipping.

A new disease, " kopvclsiekte,” m ade its appearance 
on  several fa rm s in the  R u sten b u rg -W ate rb erg  area. 
A pparen tly  the disease does not spread very  easily  and 
the m orta lity  is very  small. T he V e terin ary  D ivision 
is m aking close investigation  into the outbreak.

C r o w n  L a n d  S e t t l e m e n t .

F o r the y ear ended 31st M arch, 1944, th is being the 
la test da te  fo r which figures are  available, we are  
in fo rm ed  by the  Lands D epartm en t that 161 holdings, 
to ta lling  59,597 acres, w ere a llo tted  to 163 se ttle rs  in 
the  T ran sv aa l P rovince. A ll the  hold ings with one 
exception  w ere in respect o f leases w ith  option o f p u r­
chase o r land purchased  under Section X I of the  1912 
Act. T he to ta l a llo tm ent price was £158,932, an 
av erag e  price o f £2/13/4  per acre. F o r the  p revious 
y ear 46 holdings, to ta lling  68,696 acres, w ere a llo tted  to 
47 settlers.

W ith  the  end of the  w ar in E u ro p e  and the  re tu rn  of 
th e  U nion’s so ld iers fro m  overseas, it m ay be anticipated  
th a t th e  com ing year will see the settlem ent o f very 
considerable a reas o f C row n land under th e  G overn­
m ent’s va rio u s land settlem ent schemes.

1820 M e m o r i a l  S e t t l e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n .

W e are  in form ed  th a t the activ ities o f  the S e ttle rs ' 
A ssociation  have show n a m arked  expansion du ring  the 
y ear and a re  likely still fu r th e r  to  increase w ith the 
com ing of peace conditions. T h e  hundreds o f enquiries 
received fro m  all p a rts  o f the w orld, especially from  
Im peria l servicem en, m any of w hom  have passed  
th ro u g h  or are  sta tioned  in th is country , denote a keen 
d esire  fo r in fo rm ation  on every point o f in te rest to 
intending settlers. All enquiries received the m ost 
care fu l a tten tion  and the u tm ost assistance. T he S e ttle rs’ 
A ssociation expresses the view  th a t while the present 
and  fu tu re  p ressu re  on shipping ren d ers  any substan tia l 
m ovem ent o f m ig ran ts im practicable fo r som e tim e to 
com e th e re  is no doubt th a t im m igration  to Sou th  
A fr ica  is bound to  t-vke place sooner o r later, w hether 
it is “officially” encot. aged or not.

D uring  the  y ear the 1820 S e ttle rs’ A ssociation in tro ­
duced 44 selected se ttle rs fro m  E ngland in to  South  
A frica , which is all to  the good.

In conclusion I have p leasu re  in reco rd ing  the  C om ­
m ittee’s apprecia tion  o f the  good services ren d ered  by 
ou r various agen ts and by o u r secretary , M r. A. 1). 
P a rsons, and his staff du ring  the  y ear and in w elcom ing 
back M r. J . H . P a lm er from  m ilita ry  service.

I now  beg to m ove the  adoption of the  R eport and 
A ccounts fo r th e  year ended 30th Ju n e  last, and will 
ask  M r. Sum m erley  to second the  m otion.

In  seconding the  m otion fo r  the  adoption  o f the 
R eport and Accounts, M r. H . J. Sum m erley  co n g ra tu ­
lated  the  C hairm an  on his very  in te res tin g  ad d ress  and 
said he hoped th a t the  C hairm an’s re m a rk s  especially 
w ith re g ard  to  the  developm ent o f tow nships and the 
F ix ed  P ro p e rty  P ro fits  T ax , w ould be b ro u g h t to the 
notice o f the A d m in is tra to r o f the  T ransvaal, the 
M in ister o f F inance and o th er au tho rities.

T h e  m otion fo r  the adoption o f the  R eport and 
A ccounts was c a rried  unanim ously.

T h e re  being no o th ?r nom inations, under A rticle  25 
o ' the C onstitu tion  (he C hairm an  declared  the follow ing 
m em bers of the E xecu tiv e  C om m ittee re-elected  : 
M essrs. ir L. C raighead, J. D avidson, A. G. D ouglas, 
R. L. H opkins, 15 M oses, C. Newby, S. P e rk in s, J. 
Popie K. A. ’ .‘oberts, H . J. Sum m erley, R. W . T o w n ­
send, R. 1 ’ , -A and  A. W h ittak er.

On the  prou-.sal o f M r. S. P erk in s, seconded by M r. 
R. H oney, Ir. E. A. R oberts w as unanim ously  re ­
elected P r e 'd e n t  o f the A ssociation  fo r  the  ensuing 
year. M r. R oberts thanked th e  m eeting fo r  h is re- 
electirn .

Mr. F̂ . L. C ra ighead  proposed, and M r. A. J. Reynolds 
seconded, th a t M r. R. W . T ow nsend  be elected  and M r. 
A. G. D ouglas re-elected  V ice-P resid en ts  o f the 
Association fo r th e  ensuing year. T h e  m otion  w as 
carried  unanim ously.

On the m otion  o f M r. B. M oses, seconded by M r. E. 
B urnham , M essrs. R oberts, A llsw orth , C ooper B ro thers 
& Co. w ere re -appoin ted  as A u d ito rs  fo r the ensuing 
year, th e ir rem uneration  fo r  the  past y ear’s au d it to  be 
fo rty  guineas.

Mr. R. W . T ow nsend proposed  a  h eart) ' v o te  oi 
thanks to the C hairm an. H e  w as glad  M r. R o b e rts  had 
been elec‘ '.d fo r  a  fu r th e r  te rm  and w ould have great' 
p leasu re  in serving under him  as one of th e  V ice- 
Presidents. H e  fu lly  endorsed  M r. S u n n n erley ’s 
suggestion th a t the C hairm an’s rem ark s be b ro u g h t to 
the notice o f the A d m in is tra to r and th e  M in ister o f 
Finance.

T h e  m otion  w as carried  unanim ously and  th e  m eeting 
then term inated .
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