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STATEMENT MADE AT IP RE S S CONFERENCE

ON 2 1 SEPTEMBER 19 83

I have been asked to speak on behalf of the religious objectors 

who have signed the "Public Statement of Conscience", and in preparing 

to do so, have been p r i v i l e g e d  to read through the statements made 

b y  this group.

There appear to be two m a i n  reasons p r e s e n t e d  by the religious 

objectors and b o t h  have a long tradition in the C h r i stian Church.

The first, and this is the smaller group, w i t h  w h i c h  I would associate 

myself, appear to be "universal pacifists" on religious grounds.

T h e y  feel c a l l e d  to follow the life, teaching and example of Jesus 

and this they see as c o n s i s t e n t l y  non-violent. They hold that 

Christians are c alled to p r a ctise non-violence, and they w o u l d  

see this as h o l d i n g  true for all situations not only in South Africa.

The second group, w h i c h  is larger, appear to subscribe to the 

"just war" theory. Like the "universal pacifists" they too feel 

b ound to take decisions about m i l i t a r y  service on the basis of 

Christian t e a ching and C h r i s t i a n  conscience. T h e y  believe that 

in certain c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  c i r c umstances it can be legitimate for 

a Christian to take up arms, but these conditions are far from 

fulfilled in South Africa.

B a s i cally this group regards the South A f r i c a n  D e fence Force as 

fighting an u n j u s t  war b e c a u s e  it is d e f e n d i n g  and u p h o l d i n g  

apartheid - w h i c h  has been d e c l a r e d  a h e r e s y  b y  all the major Christian 

Churches. As one of the signatories states: "The crime of racism 

cannot be advocated, let alone protected, by a disciple of Christ."

And another expresses it in these words: "The ideology of apartheid 

is intrin s i c a l l y  evil and m o r a l l y  indefensible."

In recent years the situation for those w h o  h o l d  the "just war" 

theory has b ecome more acute in South Africa as the SADF has been 

used more e x t e n s i v e l y  for internal repression. "The military" as 

one put it "has been used against the greater part of the inhabitants 

of this country. As such it has become an instrument of f e a r ..... "

/The



The SADF has h o wever not only been u s e d  for internal repres s i o n  

but in w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d  cases of desta b i l i z a t i o n  in a number of 

Southern A f r i c a n  countries. As another objector e x p r essed it:

"The litany of crimes committed (by the SADF) both individually 

and c o r p o r a t e l y  in the townships, n e i g h b o u r i n g  countries and 

Namibia leave me no alternative but absolute d i s a s s o c i a t i o n  

from this body."

The Rector of an A n g l i c a n  P a r i s h  who signed the Statement of Conscience 

would not be w i l l i n g  to be a m i l i t a r y  chaplain b e cause it w o u l d  

be lending c r e d i b i l i t y  and l egitimacy to this system.

A p r o b l e m  for Christians in refusing to do m i l i t a r y  service is 

of course the g u e s t i o n  of obedience to the State. This is very 

well dealt w i t h  b y  another of the signatories w h o  writes:

"Jesus teaches obedience to the State. But w h e r e  the State 

fails to fulfill its c a lling to be 'God's servant for good' 

rather than for evil and oppre s s i o n  then the scripture is 

clear that He alone is the supreme Lord and Saviour and it 

is to H i m  that we owe ultimate obedience."

Some people r e a d i n g  the statements of our group m i g h t  c laim that 

part of our a r g ument is religious but b a s i cally the m o t i v a t i o n  

is political. One of our n umber has stated c l early that he sees 

no division b e t w e e n  his "political " r e a s o n s  for o b j e c t i n g  and his 

"religious" reasons. "The Gospel" he says "contains no d i c h otomy 

between individual s a l v ation and holiness and our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

to pursue justice.... in the social sphere, and m y  p o l i t i c a l  motivation 

(including m y  e v a l u a t i o n  of the South African g o v e r n m e n t  and the 

war in which we are involved, and m y  conseguent objections to 

serving in the SADF) thus flow d i r ectly from m y  C h r i s t i a n  faith".

I think we w o u l d  all identify ourselves closely w i t h  that statement.

U ltimately the stand all of us are m a k i n g  here today, and I w o u l d  

include the s o - c alled "religious" objectors and the so-called 

"political" objectors, is an appeal to all our fellow w h i t e  South 

Africans to c o n s i d e r  very carefully w h e r e  our c o u n t r y  is heading.

Surely most p e ople realise that the apartheid s ystem is doomed: 

massive expend i t u r e  on a m i l i t a r y  m a c h i n e  to keep w hite domination 

alive is only r e aping a h a r v e s t  of bitterness and destruction.

..... /And



And ultimately, of course, apartheid will have to disappear. Why 

not take the v e r y  different road of d i a l o g u e  and negotiations? 

W h y  not e mbark on that road right now?

Paddy K e arney 

D I R ECTOR OF D I A K O N I A



C O N S C I E N T I O U S  O B J E C T O R  S U P P O R T  G R O U P

20 St.Andrews St. 
4001 Durban

21 September 1989

P R E S S  S T A T E M E N T  O N  C O N S C R I P T S ’ S T A N D

The public stand of hundreds of men eligible for the call-up is a 
clear indication to the government that

* c o n s c r i p t i o n  into the S AD F is s t i l l  the c a u s e  of a 
severe moral dilemma to many in the white community;

* conscientious objection is a reality which is here to 
stay as long as apartheid exists;

* existing non-military alternatives to military service 
are wholly inadequate, both for those who qualify for 
them, and for those who do not.

We hope that the van Loggerenberg Committee (currently accepting 
s u b m i s s i o n s  from the p u b l i c  on i m p r o v e m e n t s  to the m i l i t a r y  
s e r v i c e  system) takes note of t h i s  e l o q u e n t  t e s t i m o n y  to the 
inadequacy of the current system.

We call on the government, as a matter of urgency, to enshrine in 
law a genuine, n o n - p u n i t i v e , q o n - m i l i t a r y  f o r m  of n a t i o n a l  
service for all conscripts who for moral, political or religious 
reasons cannot in good conscience serve in the SADF.

As a sign of good faith we call on the government in the meantime
* r e l e a s e  from p r i s o n  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  D a v i d  

Bruce, Charles Bester and Saul Batzofin;
* suspend the sentence hanging over Ivan Toms, currently 

out on bail;

* s u s p e n d  a l l  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  a l l  o t h e r  
o b j e c t o r s ;

* grant amnesty to all objectors in exile so that they 
can return home freely.

D U R B A N  C O S G



/ End Conscription Campaign
227/9 Khotso House 
42 Do Villiers Street 
Johannesburg 
20(M)
Tel: 337-6796 
Telex 4 86519 S.A.

56 Ecumenical Centre 
20 St Andrew's Street 

Durban 
4001
Tel 304-5883 
Telex 621403 
Fax 3042823

P R E S S  S T A T R M E N T

C O N S C R I P T S ’ S T A N D  C A P T U R E S  E S S E N C E  O F  N A T I O N A L  D E F I A N C E  C A M P A I G N

The End Consc ription Campaign salutes the courageous stand of 
hundreds of men eligible for conscripti on nationwide this morning 
in their public declaration of refusal to serve in the SADF.

Their stand, representing the tip of an iceberg, is a sign of 
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to m a n y  o t h e r s  w h o  h a v e  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g l y  h e l d  
convictions about fighting for apartheid but who, for a variety 
of entirely valid reasons, are not prepared to go public. This 
public stand says to them "You are not alone".

This stand is the single most powerful action of defiance which 
white South African males eligible for conscription can make. On 
the one hand it strikes at the very engine-r oom of apartheid and 
says "We are not prepared to be used as cogs in a p a r t h e i d’s 
machine of repression and white m i n ority domination". On the 
o t h e r  h a n d  it s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  b o n d s  o f  n o n r a c i a  1 i s m , 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  p e a c e  a n d  d e m o c r a c y ,  g i v i n g  a c l e a r  a n d  
unequivocal message to the black community, saying "We are not 
prepared to be party to your oppression. We will never come into 
your t o w n s h i p s  as a d v e r s a r i e s  w i t h  g u n s  in C a s p i r s  a n d  b r o w n  
uniforms, but only as friends, at your invitation. We join hands 
with you against apartheid". This stand captures the essence of 
the national Defiance Campaign by saying "No!" to collaboration 
with apartheid and "Yes" to a nonracial d emocracy based on peace 
and justice.

Magnus Malan incorrectly blamed the ECC for the stand of the 143 
conscripts last year and Adriaan VI ok soon thereafter restricted 
our organisation. At the time we and other public commentators 
noted the inappropriateness of this authoritari an action. It was 
snid that Malan was attacking the messe nger bring i n g  him the bad 
news, rather than dealing with the root causes of c o n s c r i p t s’ 
grievances.

The public stand today by so many men eligible for conscription 
vindicates that view. It further illustrates that the government 
has done nothing in the intervening period since the last stand 
to addresss the root of the problem.

COO



The stand therefore also confirms the correctness of our decision 
to unban ourselves. C o nscr iption is still a burning moral issue 
in the consciousness of the white community. The ECC therefore 
still has a vital role to p l a y  in the b o d y  p o l i t i c  of S o u t h  
African life.

We p l e d g e  our r e n e w e d  c o m m i t m e n t  to t he t a s k  of a b o l i s h i n g  
conscription into a p a r t h e i d’s army.

We call for an end to c o n s c r i p t i o n . We call for a just peace in 
our land.

D U R B A N  E C C

21 September 1989



RE Gib C1ENTIOUS
OBJ ECI k LAUNCH

PR ESS S T A T E M E N T
i g.'Ov'. of 756 South Africans who are liable to oe conscripted. have decided in goc 

science and of our own accord, that we cannot serve in the SADF,

G u  oackg ounds and political per$ua$icns are diver$e. Each of js  has cur own
■ u£ masons 'or objecting to military service which, are recorded in the registe. f

sc entious objectors.

w e wii: r, • e caii-up in different ways. Some will go to jail. Others will oot to
v igious oojec / - . s. Many of us will cnoose between a life in exile cr constant ev^ 

of call-ups.

4 of us ha'-5 co ad our initia1 period of service and 79 nave also completed 
vamp liability Many of us have done active service in Angola. Namibia ane ©

sK ps o? South Africa and 67 of us held rank. 397 of us have done r  miiita^ sec 
- . u; are ccing nave done "community service" as an . te- nat've '* itary se-

, r . s  * a ? vyers, doctors, dentists, teachers, computer scientists. Bish.. . 
i i  s ol -e g io f , proffessors, university lecturers, students, scientists, engineers,

-ess people, journalists, artists, musicians, actors, and a company director

fh t-  to the problems of South Africa are politica not m  itary. W e are com
. i;: g c „ ' skP's to serve our country in a positive and constructive way We beiiev 

:>e achieved by participation ;n the SADF which has consistently been u s e d s 
. ape.-heid end s an obstacle to peaceful change. W e wil not be conscripted 

this army.

N am ib ia  will shortly be independent, after twc - ;ys of var ^  which thousands died.
. "y thousands wave already diec jth  Africa. Tnere ~o reason wny tne Killing in 

Soutn Africa should continue before s, saotiatec §etti$m$ it ca- oe achieveo. w e  e-

W e  . •:Vj with the imprisoned objectors, David Bruce, Charles Bester a
$ l i ?.. te their courage. W e call for their immediate release

We a. d here today as objectc js, aware of the p ssible consequei* oes of our action

w  e refuse to >3»rve in the SADF

• *s$uec ;y tn* jnal coordinatinQ committee for the aunch o! the register of conscientious obJecUrs



Stand S t a t i s t i c s . Profe* ’ions 

SUMMARY:

Scholars ; i
Students ; 3^5
AeadBDtics ; 93
Medical Profession : 33
Engineers : 15
Computer scientists: 7
Teachers ; g9
Law Profession : 13
Business/Commercial: 24
Clerics ; 5$
Natural Scientists ; 18
Social Scientists : 33
Arts ; 52
Journalists : 29
Labourers : 2
Other ; 32
Unknown : e

Total ; 755

Summary of r a n k :

Lance Corporal : 10
Corporal : 26
Sergeant ; 4
2nd Lieutenant : 6
Lieutenant : 31
Bombardier : 4
Able Seaman : 3
Leading; Seaman : 1
Total with rank ; 87

Private : 25
Unknown : 217
Not applicable : 428
Total : 755

Summary of community servers

Current com? iity servers: 52
Ex-community  servers : 16

SuiTv rv of ar;ny service rendered

No army service

Initial servive
Initia'i + camps
Initial + now commandos
Initial + camps + now commandos

Only commando liability

Imprisoned for refusing to serve

Unknown

Tot al

Summary of numbers by centre

397

185
70
30

9

41

7

17

756

Cape Town
St e 1 1 enbosch
Johannesburg
Pretoria
Bloemfontein
Durban
Pietermaritiburg 
Port Eli zabe th 
East London 
Grahams town 
Other 
To t a 1

241
26

260
12
4

82
30
18
9

48
26

756



DETAILED BREAKDOWN:

Univers i ty 
Student s
Postgrad student :
Researchers
L e c t u r e r s
Professors :

Medical Doc tors 
Dentists
Medical Scientist: 
Paramedic

Engineering
Civil ;
Chemical
Electrical
Mechanioal :
Design
Surveyor
Unknown :

Law
Attorneys ;
Advocates :
Articled Clerks : 
Judges :
Other

Teachers
Computer s c l e n t . : 

Church
Ministers/Priests : 
Bishops •
Missionaries 
Monks / Brothers : 
Church workers :

Journalists :

j sinesspeople 
tate Agents ;

'holesaler :
Personnel
Other :
Restuaranteur
Accountant

DETAILED BREAKDOWN:

Natural sciences
213 Chemi sts
103 Biologists
14 Botanists
53 Zoolo*ists
16 Soil Scientists

Geologists
27 Environmental is ts

2 Environ. Planners
2 Phys i c i s t s
0 Horticulturalists

Social sciences
3 Social Workers
2 Associated
4 Community workers
2 Sociologists
1 Historiann£ Economi sts
l Statiticians

Town Planners
Architects

8 Librarians
2
2 Arts
0 Actors
6 Writers

Musicians
Photographers

29 Artists
7 PubIishers

Graphics Designers
Model builders

36 Draf tspeople
2 Filmmokor
3
5 Other
6 Labourers

Prisoners
29 Unemployed

Artisans
2 Clerks
1
3

13
2
3

'/ r o j- t s s

U
'
l
U
U
U
K
^
I
I
S
f
r
K
 

K 
A 

M 
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P  r © a ® n t  s  y  a t .  «e*  m
o T- commun 1 ty s o  rv 1 o 

m d 1 »cr1ml natory and pun 1 t1v®

We, people who are performing or have performed up to six years "comiunity 
SB-vice as an alternative to military service, hereby declare that the 
pressrt system of alternative service 1s discriminatory and punitive and 
■$ in urgent neea of substantial transformation. This 1s shown inter alia
by the following:

only « few of the many people with objections to military service are 
eligible for alternative service (only religious pacifists qualify) and 
our conscientious objectors have already been imprisoned a u r m 3 the 
last 20 months;

the period of alternative service 1a excessively long and the Minister 
of Defence has consistently refused to reduce alternative service to 
correspond to the actua’ average length of military service rendered;

a _ernative service may only be rendered 1n government structures, while 
many cofnmunlty servers cannot be suitably placed In such structures and 
whr « tne’r posts are often not of a socially useful nature;

numerous conditions of service are punitive 1n nature and the Director- 
general of Manpower has reneged an undertaking by M s  predecessor to 
meet with a delegation of the National Community Servers' Group to 
discuss matters of grave concern regarding the system of alternative 
service.

Name City

Bezuidenhoudt, Jurgens Durban
81rtwhistle, Martin Durban
Bosch, Oawle Cape Town
Bownes, Robin Cape Town
Campanella, Guiseppe Jonannesburg
Crudwell, Frank Johannesburg
Da # 1 t, Michael Cape Town
De Gruchy, Anton Cape Town
De Gruchy, Steven Cape Town
De la Mere, Kevin Cape Town
Dry, Alistair Johannesburg
Eberhard, Rolfe Cape Town
Fuss, 09Vid Cape Town
Goddard, Alan Johannesburg
Goldman, Rob Durban
Granger, Steven Cape Town
Heydenrych, CUve Cape Town
Ivey, Philip Cape Town
Jackson, Roy Cape Town
Jacobsen, Peter Durban
Kantor, Peter Cape Town
Lund, Chris Cape Town
McKay, Rob Cape Town
Meier, Bruce Cape Town
Nel, Bobby Cape Town
Patrick, David Cape Town
Payne, Jonathan Durban
Rldgway id Capa Town
Schmidt, na-id Cape Town



Name City

Sephton, Simon 
Shorten, Richard 
Snaddon, Chip 

addon, Bruce 
"Mnegger, Peter 
’auss, Qldeon 

Sturrock, Paul 
Sturrock, Paul 
Treuen, G1en 
Van der Riet, Koos 
Vorster, Patrick 
Walker, Dave 
warmbeck, Andrew 
Weir, Gavin 
Winkler, Gunter 
Wood, Roger
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1

Cape Town 
Duroan 
Caps Town 
Cape Town 
Cape Town 
Cape Town 
Cape Town 
Cape Town 
Johannesburg 
Cape Town 
Durban 
Cape Town 
Durban 
Cape Town 
Johannesburg 
Cape Town
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National Co-orc mmittee for the launch of the 
regis scientious objectors

Ttansv&al 
Paw! Bculle 
Stephen louw

Port Elizabeth 
Glenn Qoosen

East London  
Carl Beuster

Gratiamstown 
Darryl Maciean

Durban  
Steve Collins

m aritzburg  

thy Mosde!'

Cape Town 
Michael Rajtenbsch

Custodians of the register for conscientious objection
Tr$nsv&&l
Bishop Pstar Storey 
Box 0376

Johannesburg

200Q

Durban
B shop Denis Hurley 
Archbishops chancellery 
Gordon rd 
Momingside 
Durbar

Grahamstown 
B shop David Russell 

hop’s Office 
; h of the Province of South Africa

Srahamstown
<3140

Pietermaritzburg 
Professor James Lund 
Dean of Law 
Tne Law Schooi
University of Natal {Pietermaritzburg,
P O Box 375
PiSterowitzburg
3200

P o ri E lizabeth  

Bishop Bruce Evans 
23 r iu  d Street 
Newton Park 
6045

Stellenbosch Cape Town
Professor Lourens du Piessis Reverend Douglas Bax
Lav. Faculty Rondebcsch Congregational Church
University of Ste'ienbosch Rondebosch
7600 7700



CO Register Launch Press Statement
_  7 5

We a group of o o  South Africans who are liable to be con
scripted, have decided in good conscience and of our own ac
cord, that we cannot serve in the South African Defence Force.

Our backgrounds and political persuasions are diverse. Each of 
us have our own individual reasons for objecting to military 
service which are recorded in the register of conscientious 
objectors.

We have and will respond to the call-up in different ways.
Some have chosen to go to jail. Others will opt for religious 
status. Many of us will have to choose between a life in exile 
or constant evasion of call-ups.

-7 £>
of us have completed our initial military service and 

have also completed some of our camp liability. Many of us 
have done active service in Angola, Namibia and in the 
townships of South Africa a n d ' ^ ^ o f  us held rank. ^  of us 
have done no military service* of us are doing, or have 
done "community service” as an alternative to military ser
vice.

>

Amongst us are lawyers, doctors, teachers, Bishops and minis
ters of religion, university lectures, scientists, engineers, 
business people, artists, musicians, actors and students.< 1 . rtf'- V . 1 - •• f
The solutions to'the problems of South Africa are political, 
not military. We are committed to using ovlr skills to serve 
our country in a positive and constructive way* We believe 
this cannot be achieved by participation in the SADF which has 
consistently been used to uphold apartheid, and is an obstacle 
to peaceful change. We will not be conscripted into this army.

Namibia will shortly be independent, after two decades of war 
in which thousands died. There is no reason why the killing in 
South Africa should continue before a negotiated settlement 
can be achieved. We are not prepared to be part of th6 govern
ment's war.

We stand in solidarity with imprisoned objectors David Bruce, 
Charles Bester and Saul Batzofin and salute their courage* We 
call for their immediate release. j!r ;

t ftn “• ■ v a.
We stand here today as objectors, aware of the possible con-
seguences of our action.

WE REFUSE TO SERVE IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENCE FORCE

Issued by the National Coordinating Committee for the Lauh 
of the Register of Conscientious Objectors*

* ■.
' ■ . ,

-Wr « . \ ■

mm



Noting the individual reasons as outlined in our individual statements 
we c ol le ctively have com e together to say that we can and will not 
serve in the SADF,

fr<triop\c:
We are h o p sFl South A fricans who are prepared and wish to work 
c on structively towards peace and justice in our society. Our decision 
leaves us with the following options:-

< a ) e>: i 1 e
(b) evasion
(c) prison
(d) ‘'community service"

We realise that there are hundreds of others who have a,I so made the 
decision not to serve.

the l̂ eg-î s4-We~r^-jgct the pr esg rrt- attempt p t> split pol it ical ^andm
igious objection. We also -find this legislation punitive.

^  ti^1, &
We therefore call— fops- y J

tyk I<rrv{bA ^  fVW C<M
(a) recognition o-f all conscientious objectors
(b) constructive al ternative national service outside state 

o rganisations
(c) that this alternative national service be of an equal length of 

time to that required by military service



Noting the individual reasons as outlined in our individual statements 
we collectively have come together to say that we can and will not 
serve in the SADF.

We are loyal South Africans who are prepared and wish to work 
constructively towards peace and justice in our society. Our decision 
leaves us with the -following options

(a) ex i 1 e
(b) evasion
(c) prison
(d) community service

We realise that there are hundreds of others who have also made the 
decision not to serve.

We reject the present legislations attempt to split political and 
religious objection. We also -find this legislation punitive.

We therefore call for;-

(a) recognition of all conscientious objectors
(b) constructive alternative national service outside state 

o rganisations
(c) that this alternative national service be of an equal length of 

time to that required by military service
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