"A SKETCH OF LIFE IN SOWETO” - TALK BY THE MAYOR, COUNCILLOR “ATRICK
MWIS, TO THE ROTARY CLUB, ROSEBANK : FRIDAY, 5TH DECEMBER 1969.

TO THE SOUTH-WEST OF JOHANNESBURG LIES SOWETO, A UNIQUE
CITY OF 25 SQUARE MILES, ITS CONCERTINA NAME DERIVED FROM THE
FIRST LETTERS OF WHAT WE ONCE KNEW AS THE SOUTH-WESTERN
TOWNSHIPS. WHAT IS IT LIKE TO LIVE IN SOWETO? | WOULD LIKE,
IN THIS TALK, TO GIVE YOU A GLIMPSE OF THIS CITY WHICH SERVES AND
ADJOINS OUR CITY.

SOWETO IS UNIQUE FOR MANY REASONS. IT IS AN ASTONISHING

ACHIEVEMENT, THIS HOME OF NEARLY HALF A MILLION AFRICANS ON WHAT,

37 YEARS/...

37 YEARS AGO, WAS EMPTY VELD. IT IS A CITY WITHOUT INDUSTRIES
AND WITH A POPULATION WHICH HAS TO COMMUTE FROM 12 TO 20 MILES
TO WORK IN OUR WHITE AREAS. IT IS UNIQUE IN THAT IT HAS ONLY
ONE LANDLORD, THE JOHANNESBURG CITY COUNCIL. UNIQUE, TOO, IN
THAT THE LANDLORD SUBSIDIZES THE TENANTS IN A HUNDRED WAYS,

INCURRING IN THE PROCESS A LOSS OF R8-MILLION IN THE PAST 16 YEARS.

MANY OF THE TENANTS HAVE TO BE HOUSED AT SUB-ECONOMIC

RENTS. THE LANDLORD HAS TO PROVIDE MEDICAL CARE AND SOCIAL
AMENITIES. ON THEIR SIDE, EMPLOYERS IN THE WHITE AREAS HAVE
GIVENT/...
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GIVEN R32-MILLION TO THE BANTU TRANSPORT AND BANTU SERVICES LEVIES
WHICH RESPECTIVELY SUBSIDIZE THE WORKERS' TRANSPORT AND THE CAPITAL
COSTS OF SERVICES, THUS MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR RENTS TO BE LOWERED.
A POST-WAR PHOENIX RISEN FROM THE SQUATTER CAMP ASHES OF
SHANTYTOWN AND MOROKA, OUR ONCE APPALLING BLOTS OF CRIME,
DEGRADATION AND MISERY, SOWETO TODAY HAS SOME 65,000 HOUSES WHICH
ACCOMMODATE 382,000 MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN. | THERE ARE ALSO
THREE HOSTELS FOR 15,000 MEN AND ONE FOR 282 WOMEN. IN

ADDITION, /.. .
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ADDITION, THE BANTU RESETTLEMENT BOARD HOUSES 149,500 SOULS AND
HAS HOSTEL SPACE FOR 10,500 MEN. THE SOWETONS ARE HOUSE-PROUD,
THE GARDENS TRIM AND NEAT.

THE VILLAGES OF SOWETO HAVE THE MUSICAL CADENCES OF AN
AFRICAN CHANT - ORLANDO, DUBE, NALEDI, MOROKA, CHIAWELO, JABAVU,
JABULANI, EMDENI, MAPETLA, MOFOLO, ZzZOLO, ZONDI, PHIRI, SENAOANE,
MALETSANE.

BUT A CITY IS NOT ONLY SUBURBS AND HOUSES, BUILDINGS AND

BEERHALLS, CLINICS, PLAYGROUNDS AND PARKS, NECESSARY AS THESE ARE.

A CITY IS PEOPLE. FIRST AND FOREMOST IT IS PEOPLE. WHO ARE
THE PEOPLE OF SOWETO? WHENCE HAVE THEY COME? WHICH

NATIVE VELD, FORESTS, MOUNTAINS AND KRAALS HAVE THEY FORSAKEN FOR
THE HARD GLITTER OF E-GOLI, THE CITY OF GOLD, IN ORDER TO EARN
THE CASH THEY NEED? THE SOWETONS ARE MANY TRIBES WITH MANY
BACKGROUNDS - THE XHOSA FROM THE TRANSKEI, THE BASUTO FROM THEIR
ANCESTRAL HILLS, THE SHANGAAN FROM PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA, THE
BAPEDI FROM PIETERSBURG, THE TSWANA FROM THE WESTERN TRANSVAAL,

THE NYASA FROM MALAWI, THE MASHONA AND MANDABELE FROM RHODESIA,
THE/...

THE ZULU, THE SWAZI, FINGO, PONDO, MAKWENA, BAROLONG, BAKGATLA,
VENDA AND GRIQUA. JOHANNESBURG IS THE MAGNET FOR THEM ALL.
I KNOW THAT NO WHITE PERSON CAN GIVE A WHOLLY TRUE
PICTURE BECAUSE HE CAN SPEAK ONLY FROM HEARSAY. NOR CAN A
WHITE MAN REFLECT THE INNERMOST THOUGHTS OF THE PEOPLE OR OF
REPERCUSSIONS OF INTER-RACIAL CONTACTS ON THEIR EVERYDAY LIFE.

HOWEVER, AS ONE WHO HAS BEEN INTERESTED IN RACE RELATIONS FOR

MORE THAN 30 YEARS, AND HAS BEEN INTIMATELY CONCERNED WITH

BANTUY/. ..

TT



BANTU ADMINISTRATION IN JOHANNESBURG SINCE 1957, | SHALL TRY TO TELL
YOU WHAT | KNOW OF THE SITUATION.

ALL THESE PEOPLE FROM ALL THESE TRIBES CAME TO THE CITY
TO WORK. TODAY MANY THOUSANDS OF THEM ARE SOWETO BORN AND
KNOW NO OTHER HOME. THEY FIRST CAME HERE BECAUSE LAND WAS
LIMITED IN THEIR RURAL HOMES, AGRICULTURE PRIMITIVE. WHEN CROPE
FAILED THEY COULD NOT SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES NOR PAY TAXES.
EXPANDING INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY CAUSED A DEMAND FOR THEIR LABOUR.

THEY WERE ATTRACTED, ALSO, BY EDUCATION AND MEDICAL SERVICES AND
THE/...

THE GENERAL BETTER LIVING CONDITIONS IN THE TOWNS.

AT FIRST IT WAS ONLY THE MEN WHO CAME. IN 1900, OF
60,000 AFRICANS HERE, THERE WERE 12 MEN TO ONE WOMAN. BY 1927
WE HAD 136,000 AND THE RATIO WAS 6-1. IN 1939 IT WAS 3 -1 AND
NOW IT IS APPROXIMATELY EQUAL BETWEEN MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

IN THE BEGINNING THE MEN WORKED FOR SHORT SPELLS,

RETURNING HOME TO REJOIN THEIR FAMILIES AND COMING BACK AGAIN

WHEN THEIR FUNDS RAN OUT. HOW DIFFERENT IS THE PATTERN
TODAY! NOwW THAT THE WOMEN FOLK HAVE MOVED TO TOWN THEIR
PERMANENT HOME_IS SOWETO" T.W - e
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IT IS DIFFICULT ENOUGH FOR A WHITE RURAL DWELLER TO

ADJUST TO THE FAST PACE OF THE CITY. FOR THE AFRICAN IT

MEANS ACCEPTANCE OF A TOTALLY NEW WAY OF LIFE. THE WHOLE

PICTURE IS OF SOCIAL UPHEAVAL ON A VAST SCALE WITH THE SUDDEN

UNDERMINING OF AGE-OLD BEHAVIOUR PATTERNS BEFORE A NEW SOCIAL

CODE HAS BEEN EVOLVED TO REPLACE THE NORMS OF CONDUCT WHICH

HAVE BEEN DESTROYED.

WHAT AN ADAPTATION TO MAKE! I CAN ONLY MARVEL AT

THE/...
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THE RESILIENCE, THE GOOD HUMOUR, THE PHILOSOPHICAL ATTITUDE, THE
GOOD SENSE AND PATIENCE OF THE PEOPLE IN COPING WITH THE STRAINS
AND DEMANDS MADE ON THEM.

HOW BEWILDERED THEY FELT IN THEIR NEW SURROUNDINGS!
HOW DIFFERENT THE CITY FROM THEIR TRANQUIL RURAL HAUNTS!
HOW ILL-EQUIPPED THEY WERE FOR CITY LIFE WITH THEIR TRIBAL BELIEFS
AND TRAINING. INSTEAD OF THE SUN AS THEIR TIMEPIECE THEY NOW
HAD TO WORK TO THE INELASTIC AND UNSYMPATHETIC CLOCK OF THE

WHITE MAN. INSTEAD OF WORKING IN THE WARM FRIENDLY CIRCLE
OF/. .._
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OF THEIR CLAN, THEY WERE NOW AMONG STRANGERS SPEAKING WITH

UNFAMILIAR TONGUES. AND BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT UNDERSTAND
THEY WERE THOUGHT TO BE STUPID. MORE THAN EVER THEY NEEDED
KINSHIP BUT WERE NOW ALONE TO MAKE DECISIONS. THEIR FOOD WAS

DIFFERENT, THEIR MEALTIMES, AND THE WHITE MAN'S MEDICINE.

AT HOME THERE WAS RESPECT FOR ELDERS. THE DAILY BATTLE TO
SECURE A PLACE ON CROWDED TRAINS DESTROYED ANY ATTITUDE OTHER
THAN LOOKING AFTER ONESELF.

THEY WERE ON THEIR OWN, FREE FROM THE RESTRAINING

MORALITY/...
12
MORALITY OF THE TRIBE. IN THE CLAN, INITIATIVE WAS NOT
ENCOURAGED, AND COULD LEAD TO JEALOUSY. NOW THEY WERE

JUDGED ON THEIR OWN MERITS, AND WERE EXPECTED TO DEVELOP
INDIVIDUALITY.

THE MIGRATORY WORKER, AWAY FROM AND LONELY WITHOUT HIS
KITH AND KIN AND WOMENFOLK, DITCHED TRIBAL SANCTIONS AND
RESTRAINTS - FOR A MAN IS A MAN AND NEEDED HIS DESIRES FULFILLED.
SO BEGAN THE PROCESS WHICH HAS CAUSED A HEART-RENDING DISRUPTION

IN/...

rr
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IN AFRICAN FAMILY LIFE. ONE FEARS IT WILL BE A LONG PROCESS TO
REBUILD STABLE AND SECURE FAMILIES.

HOW MUCH OF THE ORIGINAL CULTURE REMAINS? THE
BELIEFS OF THE AFRICAN, THE CONCEPTS OF KINSHIP, THE BELIEF IN
ANCESTRAL SPIRITS, THE BELIEF IN SIGNS, IN OMENS GOOD AND BAD, THE
BELIEF THAT ONE CAN BE BEWITCHED, THAT ONE CAN BEWITCH ONE'S
ENEMY, THE BELIEF IN THE WITCHDOCTOR'S OCCULT POWERS, IN HIS
MEDICINES - THESE AND MANY OTHERS ARE DEEPROOTED AND WILL BE

A PART OF AFRICAN THINKING FOR A LONG TIME TO COME.
THE/...

- 14 -

THE WHOLE OF BANTU TRADITIONAL LIFE IS FOUNDED ON A
HEALTHY REVERENCE FOR ANCESTORS WHO GUARD THE LIVING AND, IN
RETURN, THE SPIRITS DEPEND ON THE LIVING FOR SUSTENANCE. A
SURVEY HAS REVEALED THAT THE MAJORITY OF SOWETONS STILL PRACTISE
ANCESTOR WORSHIP. THE TRIBAL FAMILY EMBRACED PARENTS, GRAND-
PARENTS, UNCLES, AUNTS, COUSINS AND THEIR KIN, A CLOSELY WOVEN
ENTITY READY TO ASSUME GUARDIANSHIP OF CHILDREN WHEN A PARENT
DIED. THISI EXPLAINS WHY AFRICAN WORKERS ASK TO ATTEND FUNERALS

OF SEEMINGLY SO MANY "FATHERS” AND "BROTHERS" J
LOBOLO/.
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LOBOLO IS STILL PRACTISED WITH PAYMENT IN CASH RATHER THAN
IN CATTLE. THE WITCHDOCTOR STILL FLOURISHES BUT MOSTLY IN A
BENIGN FASHION. INITIATION RITES AND OTHER CUSTOMS WHICH DO NOT
INVOLVE A DIRECT CLASH WITH WESTERN LIFE STILL SURVIVE, OFTEN IN A
MODIFIED FORM.

THE GREATEST CHANGE IS IN THE NEAR DISAPPEARANCE OF
POLYGAMY. BUT THIS HAS ALSO BROUGHT A PROBLEM. MANY

AFRICANS BELIEVE IN PROLONGED BREAST FEEDING WITH ABSTINENCE FROM

SEXUALY/. ..
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SEXUAL RELATIONS DURING LACTATION. DURING THIS PERIOD THE URBAN
MAN TENDS TO FIND SEXUAL OUTLET OUTSIDE THE MARRIAGE WITH
RESULTING ILLEGITIMACY, PROSTITUTION AND SPREAD OF VENEREAL DISEASE.

HOW WRONG WERE THOSE EARLY CRITICS WHO CONDEMNED
POLYGAMY AND INTERPRETED LOBOLO AS THE PURCHASE OF THE WIFE BY
THE BRIDEGROOM. THE TRANSFER OF CATTLE FOR LOBOLO WAS A
SYMBOL OF THE ALLIANCE OF THE CLANS AND AN ASSURANCE THAT IF
THE HUSBAND DIED THE CLAN WOULD CARE FOR HIS WIFE AND CHILDREN.

THERE WERE NO ABANDONED WIDOWS OR ORPHANS. IN RURAL
POLYGAMOUS/...
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POLYGAMOUS SOCIETY THE WOMEN TILLED THE FIELDS AND PROVIDED THE
MEALS. IN THE CITIES WHERE THEY HAVE TO GO OUT AND WORK FOR
CASH, WHO IS LEFT TO LOOK AFTER THE CHILDREN? YET TODAY IN
SOWETO THE WOMEN PLAY AN INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT ROLE, SCRIMP AND
SCRAPE SO THAT THE CHILDREN CAN BE EDUCATED, AND GENERALLY ARE
POTENT AGENTS OF STABILITY.

IN THE CITY THE EVER-PRESSING PROBLEM IS TO MAKE ENDS

MEET. IN TH[E RURAL AREAS ONE SHARED WHAT THERE WAS TO SHARE.

IN THE CITY P~OVERTY IS A NIGHTMARE ESPECIALLY FOR THE AGED, THE
OUT-OF-WORK(/...
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OUT-OF-WORK, THE SICK, THE DESERTED WIVES WITH A CROP OF CHILDREN
TO TEND. THESE DAYS OF FULL EMPLOYMENT AND MORE ADEQUATE
WAGES HAVE HELPED ENORMOUSLY TO RELIEVE HARDSHIP AMONG MANY,
BUT LIFE IS A CONSTANT STRUGGLE, ESPECIALLY IF THE MEN SPEND THEIR
WAGES ON CLOTHES, OR GAMBLING, OR AT THE MUNICIPAL BEERHALLS OR
ON THEIR GIRL FRIENDS WITHOUT MEASURING UP TO THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES

FOR THE FAMILY THEY HELPED TO CREATE.
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I SAID EARLIER THAT BECAUSE A WORKER COULD NOT UNDERSTAND
THE NEW LANGUAGES HE WAS THOUGHT TO BE STUPID. WHO COULD
HAVE VISUALIZED 30, EVEN 10 YEARS AGO, THE SKILLS THAT WOULD BE
ACQUIRED BY THESE COUNTRY FOLK. WHO COULD HAVE ENVISAGED
AFRICAN MATRONS AT BARAGWANATH HOSPITAL CONTROLLING A STAFF OF
HIGHLY-TRAINED AFRICAN NURSES. WHO WOULD HAVE BELIEVED THAT
MUNICIPAL TREASURY OFFICIALS WOULD BE AFRICANS, THAT BUILDING
CONTRACTORS, HOUSE-BUILDERS, CARPENTERS AND PLUMBERS WOULD BE

BLACK? WHO COULD HAVE IMAGINED ELEGANT OWNER-BUILT HOMES

_m/lY*
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IN A MIDDLE-CLASS SOWETO SUBURB, OR THAT ARTISTS TRAINED IN OUR
POLLY STREET ART CENTRE WOULD EXHIBIT WORKS IN LONDON, PARIS AND
NEW YORK? WHO WOULD HAVE BELIEVED, NOT 10 BUT ONLY 3 YEARS
AGO, THAT MAKING EUROPEAN LIQUOR AVAILABLE TO AFRICANS WOULD NOT
RESULT IN AN ORGY OF DRUNKEN TERROR?
INDEED THIS LAST STEP HAS IMPROVED RELATIONS BETWEEN

AFRICANS AND THE POLICE WHO NO LONGER HAVE TO CARRY OUT THE

HATED LIQUOR RAIDS. UNACCEPTABLE AND UNENFORCEABLE LAWS
BREED DISRESPECT FOR THE LAW. THE COMPLICATED PASS LAWS AND
INFLUX/. ..
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INFLUX CONTROL REGULATIONS IMPINGE ON THE DESIRED FREEDOM OF

MOVEMENT OF MOST FAMILIES IN ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. IN THE

AFRICAN MIND THE NICETIES OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE MAKERS

OF THE LAW AND THOSE WHO HAVE TO CARRY IT OUT ARE NOT RECOGNIZED
THAT ALL IS NOT WELL, WE KNOW. YOU CANNOT HAVE A

SOCIAL EARTHQUAKE WITHOUT SOMEBODY BEING HURT, AND IT WILL TAKE

TIME, PATIENCE AND UNDERSTANDING TO HEAL THE WOUNDS CAUSED BY

THE DESTRUCTION OF ONE SOCIAL ORDER BEFORE ANOTHER HAS
DEVELOPED/...

T
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DEVELOPED TO TAKE ITS PLACE.

WHAT HAVE WE TRIED TO PUT IN THE PLACE OF TRIBAL
DISCIPLINE AND OBEDIENCE? WHILE THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES HAVE
MANY HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF AFRICAN ADHERENTS, CHRISTIANITY IS
STILL REGARDED BY MANY AS THE WHITE MAN'S RELIGION AND THEREFORE
SUSPECT. WAS THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE WHITE MAN TOWARDS THEM,
AND HIS LAWS, SUCH AS TO CREATE A DESIRE TO REPOSE BELIEF IN THE
WHITE MAN'S GOD? COUNTLESS SEPARATIST AFRICAN CHURCHES

HAVE SPRUNG UP RANGING FROM A FAITH CLOSELY RESEMBLING
CHRISTIANITY/...
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CHRISTIANITY TO THOSE ALMOST COMPLETELY PAGAN. AMONG THE
MORE SOPHISTICATED, CHURCH AFFILIATION IS OFTEN A STATUS SYMBOL
RATHER THAN BECAUSE OF INHERENT BELIEF BACKED BY A STANDARD OF
CONDUCT.

IN SOWETO TODAY A CLASS STRUCTURE IS EMERGING AND A
HOPEFUL SIGN IS THAT STATUS IS ALLIED WITH EDUCATION AND THE DEGREE
OF ABSORPTION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION. THE BETTER EDUCATED
INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE, TEACHERS, SHOPKEEPERS, NURSES,

SENIOR OFFICIALS IN ADMINISTRATION, ENTERTAINERS, TEND TO FORM THE

UPPERCRUST. INCOME AND SKILLS ARE IMPORTANT FACTORS.
CHURCH, CHORAL, FOOTBALL AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS, CHAMBERS OF
COMMERCE AND MANY OTHER BODIES CUT RIGHT ACROSS ETHNIC GROUPING
AND DETERMINE ONE'S ASSOCIATES AND PLACE IN THE NEW SOCIETY.
UNFORTUNATELY THERE ARE ALSO THE CITY SLICKERS AND SPIVS, THOSE
WHO RAPE, ROB AND MAIM. THE LAW-ABIDING CITIZEN MUST BE

PROTECTED FROM THE MOLESTATION OF HIS FELLOWS.

MODERNY/...
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MODERN WESTERN SOCIETY TODAY IS REPRESENTED BY A PYRAMID
WITH A SMALL WEALTHY UPPER CLASS AT THE APEX,A BROAD LAYER OF
MIDDLE-CLASS AND A NARROW STRATUM OF THE POOR AT THE BASE.
IN SOWETO THE PYRAMID HAS A NARROW BAND OF MIDDLE CLASS AND
A VERY BROAD BASE OF THE POOR. THE CITY'S NON-EUROPEAN
AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT AIMS TO WIDEN THE CENTRE STRATUM UNTIL IT
RESEMBLES THAT OF A MODERN WESTERN SOCIETY. THE MIDDLE CLASS,
AFTER ALL, HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE STABLE ELEMENT OF SOCIETY.

THE WAY TO ACHIEVE THIS IS TO REALIZE, AS THE DEPARTMENT
DOES/...
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DOES, THAT HOUSING ALONE IS NOT ENOUGH. THE SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL
NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE HAVE TO BE MET.

LET ME SIDESTEP FOR A MOMENT INTO THE PROBLEMS OF
AFRICAN TRANSPORT. BECAUSE OF THE INABILITY OF THE RAILWAYS TO
CARRY PEOPLE AT THE TIMES THEY WOULD LIKE TO TRAVEL WE HAVE THE
WORRYING PHENOMENON OF SOME 170,000 WORKERS RISING EARLY EVERY
WORKING DAY TO THRONG THE CROWDED TRAINS, ONLY TO REPEAT THE
SAME TORTURED TRAVEL IN THE LATE AFTERNOON. LARGE NUMBERS

LEAVE HOME BETWEEN 4.30 AAM. AND 6 A.M. AND RETURN AT 7 P.M.

HOW/...
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HOW EXHAUSTED THEY MUST BE BY THE SIMPLE NEED JUST TO GET TO
WORK AND HOME AGAIN. MANY LEAVE IN THE MORNINGS WITHOUT FOOD
WHICH MUST AFFECT THEIR PRODUCTIVITY. e o
WHEN YOU SEE THOUSANDS OF SOWETONS POURING OUT OF A
RAILWAY STATION THEY ARE NOT JUST A FACELESS MULTITUDE; EACH
FACE IN THE CROWD IS A PERSON WITH ORDINARY HUMAN NEEDS WHICH,
ESPECIALLY IF HE IS TO ASSIMILATE A NEW WAY OF LIFE, HE MUST BE
HELPED TO MEET. SO THE COMMUNITY SERVICES BRANCH OF THE

NON-EUROPEAN/...

-
-
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NON-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT HAS MANY SECTIONS AND ACTIVITIES
TO CATER FOR THE DIFFERENT NEEDS AND INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE AND
TO HELP THEM TOWARDS INTEGRATION INTO A WELL-FORMED AND DIRECTED
SOCIETY.

THIS BRANCH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION, FOR
REHABILITATION AND YOUTH SERVICES, FOR HORTICULTURE, FOR SOCIAL
WELFARE, CULTLIJRAL ACTIVITIES AND THE CINEMA.

SOCIAL PROGRESS IS IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT PROPER HEALTH AND

MEDICAL SERVICES. THESE THE CITY SUPPLIES WITH GENERAL AND

w SPECIAL/..,
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SPECIAL CLINICS, AN ADVISORY FAMILY HEALTH SERVICE, INTENSIVE MASS
IMMUNISATION CAMPAIGNS AND THE CAREFUL PROMOTION OF CHILD HEALTH.

IT IS ALSO THE CITY'S MOST EARNEST DESIRE TO COMBAT CRIME
IN SOWETO SO THAT THE LAW-ABIDING FOLK CAN LIVE THERE IN PEACE AND
SECURITY. THERE IS A FORCE OF 500 RESERVISTS DRAWN FROM AMONG
THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES AND ATTACHED TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE,
WHILE THE COUNCIL IS ALSO MODERNISING AND EXTENDING ITS OWN
MUNICIPAL POLICE BRANCH WHICH IS MORE THAN 800 STRONG AND OPERATES
A 24-HOUR SECURITY PATROL.

THE/...
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THE ACHIEVEMENT OF A SOUND SOCIETY DEMANDS RESPONSIBILITY.
THIS ELEMENT HAS BEEN FOUND IN HANDSOME MEASURE IN THE URBAN
BANTU COUNCIL WHICH HAS REPLACED THE OLD ADVISORY BOARD SYSTEM.
IT IS HEARTENING TO SEE THE ENTHUSIASM WITH WHICH THE PEOPLE HAVE
ACCEPTED THE GREATER RESPONSIBILITIES IMPOSED ON THEM THROUGH
THEIR OWN COUNCIL WITH WHICH THE CITY COUNCIL DOES ITS UTMOST TO

CO-OPERATE. NO MEASURE AFFECTING THE PEOPLE OF SOWETO IS

EVER CONSIDERED WITHOUT THE PRIOR RECOMMENDATION OF THE BANTU
COUNCILY/. ..
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COUNCIL WHICH HAS REPAID THIS TRUST IN SPLENDID MANNER.

THE URBAN DWELLER HAS TRAVELLED A LONG WAY ON THE
PATH OF MATERIAL PROGRESS. HIS STANDARD OF LIVING, HIS
ABILITIES, HIS OUTLOOK AND THAT OF HIS CITY-BRED CHILDREN ARE
VASTLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF YESTERYEAR. WHAT OF TOMORROW
I SEE FURTHER ADVANCE BUT CARE MUST BE TAKEN THAT THESE
ABILITIES ARE GIVEN ADEQUATE OUTLETS SO THAT. A MOOD OF FRUSTRATION
IS NOT ALLOWED TO DEVELOP. IF THAT CAN BE DONE THEN | HAVE

CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE.
THESE,/...
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THESE, THEN, ARE THE PEOPLE OF SOWETO - THE POOR, THE
MIDDLE-CLASS, THE WELL-OFF, THE SUPERSTITIOUS, THE SOPHISTICATED,
THE TRAVEL WORN, THE WEARY, THE STRUGGLING, THE SUCCESSFUL.
THESE ARE OUR WORKERS, ARE THEY NOT, AND TO A GREAT EXTENT
OUR RESPONSIBILITY? I KNOW | DO NOT HAVE TO ASK ROTARIANS,
WITH THEIR SPIRIT OF SERVICE, TO GET TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THEM
AND TO HELP THEM ALL THEY CAN. ON THEIR CONTENTMENT AND
ACHIEVEMENT RESTS PART OF OUR GLORY AS A GREAT CITY. I HAVE

BEEN PRIVILEGED TO SEE CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENTS IN SOWETO IN

THE RELATIVELY SHORT SPACE OF 12 YEARS. IF WE CAN MAINTAIN

THIS RATE OF PROGRESS, FURTHER GREAT STRIDES WILL BE MADE.

PL/ZMB.
4.12.69.
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