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Che Union delegation at the United liationa seems desperate ano 
picking at straws.

In h is  speech o f  16th November, 194b, before the Trusteeship 

uomi-ittee o f  the United Nations, i.r. .^ric x.ouw, Leader of the jouth 
African Delegation, seems to be in a desperate mood to acore points 
r.t any price. In doing so he appears to hsve made no attempt to 

clew hi a facta. In fact hi a quotations of  .statements alle ;ed to hr*ve 
been made by L.eaara. J.^.-isthebe and C .A . i.Potsepe, he die. these 
African lerdera aa well aa the African people a diaaervice fend a 
^jr&ve injustice  by talcing statements out of their Context to giva the 
false  impression that they were made in 3Up oort of apartheid when in 
fact they were made in opposition to the Government policy of 

apartheid.

f£r. Louw ia  reported by oapa, Pari a, 1 5 5 l / l o / l l / 4 8  to lave arid: 
"The Poliah Delegate, who had anticipated racial conflicts  resulting 
from the U n io n 's  di acriminatoxy policy , might be interested in 

statements by K&tive and Coloured readers auch,aa the Preaident of 
the Tr&njV ;ul  Teachers' Aaaociat io n , Lr . (2* otaepe, who h&o s^id 
that, ao far* the Government had done l i t t l e  th -t the Native j would 
not li£t i t  to do and the education g r m t  of .*6 ,000 ,000 , was hi.jher 

than anything received bsfore , and o f  j-.r. J ,  aathebe who had told a 
meeting o f  the Johannesburg Joint council of Europeans and Africans 
that the Natives would accept apartheid if  it waa total segregation."

.r. Louw did not quote other points raised in Lr . kotsepe*a 
speech. he cared not tell  the Delegations of the Trusteeship Com: ittee  

that, among other thin-3, iar» Aathebe aaid»-
"Africans  had tried  to be aubaervient and had done a ll  the menial work 
o f  the country, but in spite of this they had not been able to satisfy 
the .juro lernu. They realised t h t  they neeoed the guidance of  .Jirope&ns 
who had the adv, nt&gea of  education and .n older c iv ilia at io n , but 
felt that Die; use of th ir  o’.vn contribution in labour to the country's 
wet 1th they should be given equality of opportunity. They were no 

longer b il l in g  to be reg> rded aa serfs or articles  for exploitation, 
they wanted to be considered equal partners in the lar d of their birth. 
I f  thia could not be achieved then total apartheid would be welcomed 
by them. But they knew that the "apartheid" envisaged by the L • t ion l i 
st a was quite a different thing from th. t for which they hoped the 
Nation all at a wanted them to continue aa "hewers of wood and drawers of 
w ter" . Africans were well aware that it waa futile  to try and quarrel 
with the .^uropeana, aa they had the machine guns, p.nu for th is  reason 
and because they were fip jtreted , they thought the only way to 
achieve harmony would be for the J£uropeano^ who possesses b7'& of the 
land, to give them territory and let them go their  own way anu build  
up their  own c iv il is at io n ,  with th help of ^uropeana of g ood w ill ."

Africans hoped that LJftG vould not be influenced by the .j ., . 
Government's attempts to prevent the diacuasion of the U n ion 's  
domestic a ffa ir s  at ita  meetings. i> turally they felt that the rest 
of the world aho Id know of the racial discrimination in jouth vfrica."

I co ild go on quoting kr . -.athebe to prove that ;~r. Louw* a 
quotation mi arepresenta him and must hi ve mislead moat of  the Delega

tions w h o f * " ® ® - J0n to doubt the presentation of  facts by the 
honourable/delegation from Gouth Africa , r. :ri c Louw.

Ve strongly rote ;t against i.r. Louw'a use of facta about the 
Africans ' attitude towards r jartheid and colour discrimination in 
aouth A f r i c a . .e  a,jree with him and the Government that Gouth Africa 
mu it not be misrepresented abroad and the only way not to misrepresent 

our cJuntry i3  for all concerned to admit the existence of colour 
domination ano di ^crimination and do all in their po wer to remove the 
stigma. I ho e n.r. ~ouw w ill  correct hi 3 atf-.tement at the General 
Assembly n the light »f the document I am sending him.
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In a m ultiracial ana multi coloured society like tne Union of 

aouth Africa* we con aider health-promoting to the welfare and 

veil-being and progress of South Africa to have her problems 
ventilijted at home &nu abroad to tae end that "we <jee ourselves

as others see u» , "
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