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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT

t . O. I l l  I f  M l
HBfflltlAITPW H
SMC

* May 1*8*

Our Dssr Cosrsdes

Thle la  a apeclel circular to a ll  a ff ll la te a  and o rric la la , both or a ff l l la te a  
and the UOT, Intended to rewind the* of those obligation^ we took upon 
ouraalvaa when we launched tha a llllo n  algnatura campaign. At tha anna 
time we aust draw your attention to specific tasks which auat be carried * 
out Tor tha campaign to auccaad.

In launching tha Front laat Auguat we declared that our oountry'a people 
reject Apertheld even In Ita  trleamerel Tore. We also pledned our enernlea 
tflj<nt)l i l iia 5 Africans In r f fectlve lv re-ilat the rnactjnrnt and lmnlmrn ta tt^  
o f these lawa. It was In thla sp irit that we later comsltted ouraelves 
to a collection of one a llllo n  algnaturaa aa tauglbla evidence of our 
aaaartlona.

And, now, three aontha alnce the o ff ic ia l .launch of one a lll lo n  algnatura 
campaign only one hundred end thirty>igneturee have been collected.
Tlae la running out and we auat examine ourselves and our performance 
in order to iaprova our work. In thia regard wa draw your attention to 
tha followlngi

1. One of tho aajor shortcomings la  the lack o f co-ordination between 
a ff i l ia te  organlaationa In tha varioua regions. Tha idea behind tho 
Uor l a_tpj>rlnq organlaationa together »o thnt they co-oofrsta 
in direct actions such aa b l l l i s s ,  house to houee campaigning, otc. 
to bring to an end tho laolatlon of one a f f i l ia t e  from another.
But our obaervatlon la  that In aany regiona our a f f i l ia t e s  a t l l l  operate 
In isolation fraa each other thua making a weaker Impact than they 

'would do waro they to work together. He must In sist on close 
collaboration between a ff ll ia te e  in regions end areaa. Ideally thla 
should be done d irectly bv lolnt nlannlnn he twmn_af f i l ia te s  or._at. the 
lse st , by Invitation to other .rm ila te s  to psrtlclpata Jo in tly  in b lltiee  
and any other proposed a c tiv itie s .

In thla ragerd wa alao wlah to reiterate that our noo-raclal character 
must be projected aa much aa possible. Co-operetlon between rac ia lly  
divided ereaa should be conscientiously pursued. Thera are many legal 
atrlcturea and risks involved but, without foolhardineee our activlata 
can with ereetivlty and.laaginetiveneaa overcome theee obstacles.

0
I .  Ha feel thst a special ramerk auat be oddreeaad to eur leaderahlp 

flguraa at tha level of tha UJT national, regional and alao

i t . .

flguraa at tho lava! of tho (JOT national, regional and alao at thoao 
in tha leoderablp o f a f f i l ia t e  organiaetlone. Quite epart fraa tho 
rank and f i le  ac tiv ists  who occupy no o ff ic ia l portfoliM  a unique 
obligation reete with thla category of activ lata . Our leadership 
f i gures must not end up in aratlnq; .  on public p1st form nnd
pages buU.BQ3i_important they must lesd us In the fie ld  of action.
They must wslk the atreete end pevementa eheed of our workforce end collect 
tha algnaturea or anduri tha heat, cold, amberaaasent or oven abuae 
froa police and adveraarlea.

Thla direct participation haa a double advantage. At one level I t  glvea 
activ lata aorala empheslaing t[wserlousrwss end laportance of tho csmpslgn 
to tha aaaaaa whilst acquelntihgUMak.wltV auch leaders and tha 
movement they rapreaant. At tho sane tlae , i t  haa tha adventage of 
keeping auch leedera In touch with tho rea lity  eurroundlog them and o 
flra t  hand knowledge o f tho people end a reliable foundetlon for 
theorlee which are not iaeglned In tho trenquillty of lecture-halla, 
or private etudiea, but theorlee utilch are reliable becauae they are 
prochjcta of direct experience with tha aaaaee of our people. Heny of 
our o ffic ia te  have not participated in tha planning of b litre a , or have 
alaply at eyed away frcai auch b lit ie a  even when they could hove formed 
part of tho workroree. Thla la wrong practice. (Xir leedera ehould 
not behove like school-aestara who give instructions and point with 
flngera for puplla to cerry out. Our leederehlp figurea aust be 
frontline activ lata who lnapira others end tha aaaaee to higher 
levela of realatance by worda and daada.

In thla regard wa auat Include a l l  our senior (In age and experience) 
comradea and urge them to accompany younger ectiv lete  In b lltxea , ate.
Their preeence alone la  enough to inepire confidence h  the aaasea and 
thoir practical experience la  Invaluable In handing probleaa. Out of tho 
exiAwrence and energy of our yoinger activ lata tempered with the wijdoa 
and patience of age we can forgo an invincible force of cadrea.

Ha remain fu lly  cosilttad  to tho auccaas o f thla caapaign and, now aa 
never before, wo aust riaa 19 to the occeelon. Ha auat reach our target 
before the undemocratic Auguat electlona. ATtar that data these w ill 
bo no aenaa In going on. But la  thlo campaign should fe l l  our eseertlon 
that tha people of S Africa re jlc t  Apartheid w ill ring empty and tho 
Apartheid aaatara end their qulahlnga w ill trample ua wider.

Once more, le t ua go out to teach our people o f tha av lla  o f Apertheld, 
the Mew Constitution Act end related lewe but, even more Important, 
le t ua go and LEARN froa tho people themaelvee and with them, collect 
one a llllo n  elgneturee aa a monument to eur rejection of Apartheid. I



Collection Number: AK2117 
  
DELMAS TREASON TRIAL 1985 - 1989
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:-Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:-Johannesburg 
©2012 

LEGAL NOTICES: 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of the collection records and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, 
University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, 
the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all 
liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related 
information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The 
University of the Witwatersrand.
 


