
t o  g o  a n d  h i d e  in t h e  s t o r e r o o m  at t h e  b a c k  of the 

h ouse. I i m m e d i a t e l y  w e n t  to  s t a n d  a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  

b e h i n d  t h e  lounge. T h e s e  m e n  b e g a n  t o  s m a s h  a l l  m y  

f r o n t  w i n d o w s  in t h e  b e d r o o m  a n d  in t h e  lounge. T h e s e  

m e n  a l s o  s m a s h e d  m y  b e d r o o m  w i n d o w s  a n d  m y  d r e s s i n g  

table. T h e y  s m a s h e d  t h e  w i n d o w s  w i t h  stones.

T h e y  p u s h e d  t h e  sofa n e x t  t o  t h e  w i n d o w  fo r w a r d .  T h e y  

p u s h e d  t h e  c u r t a i n  aside. D u r i n g  t h e  s a i d  r a n s a c k i n g  

b y  t h e s e  men, our t v  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s w i t c h e d  i t s e l f  on. 

T h i s  h a p p e n e d  m i r a c u l o u s l y .  I c a n n o t  t e l l  h o w  t h i s  

h a p p e n e d .  T h e s e  men, on s e e i n g  this, s h o u t e d  in Zulu 

" T h e y  a r e  p u t t i n g  on l i g hts" ( B a y a k h a n y i s a ) . T h e s e  

m e n  t h e n  r a n  away.

A b o u t  2 0 m i n u t e s  later, it w a s  s o m e t i m e  p a s t  10, I 

d e c i d e d  to  t e l e p h o n e  a s e c u r i t y  guard, o n e  K o o s  Needan. 

K o o s  N e e d a n  w o r k s  at A i r  P r o d u c t s  w h e r e  I a l s o  work. I 

i n f o r m e d  K o o s  t h a t  I n k a t h a  w a s  a t t a c k i n g  u s  in the 

t o w n s h i p .  I r e q u e s t e d  h i m  to t e l e p h o n e  t h e  police. 

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  I r e q u e s t e d  K o o s  to do  so is t h a t  I w a s  

a f r a i d  t o  s w i t c h  on l i g h t s  to look up  t h e  n u m b e r  in the
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d i r e c t o r y .  K o o s  N e e d a n  u n d e r t o o k  t o  d o  so. He

r e c o r d e d  m y  ca l l  in the o c c u r r e n c e  b o o k  at work. I

p h o n e d  a g a i n  to e n q u i r e  f r o m  K o o s  if h e  h a d  s p o k e n  to 

th e  p o l ice. T h a t  w a s  a b o u t  15 m i n u t e s  later.

5. K o o s  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  he h a d  s p o k e n  t o  Sgt. G r o e n e w a l d .  

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  I h e a r d  g u n s h o t s  go 

off. T h e y  s o u n d e d  to be a fa i r  d i s t a n c e  away. I w e n t  

outside. I w e n t  to t h e  f o u r t h  house, a d i s t a n c e  a w a y  

f r o m  mine. I saw p e o p l e  s c r e a m i n g  there. I d i s c o v e r e d  

t h a t  3 p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  h a c k e d  to  death. T h e  p e o p l e  

k i l l e d  w e r e  t h e  son, the s o n - i n - l a w  a n d  t h e  d a u g h t e r .

6 . I c a m e  b a c k  to m y  h o u s e  to  p h o n e  t h e  p o l i c e  at  the 

V a n d e r b i j l p a r k  P o l i c e  Station. I s p o k e  to a 

p o l i c e w o m a n .  I i n f o r m e d  h e r  t h a t  I n k a t h a  w a s  a t t a c k i n g  

p e o p l e  in Boi p a t o n g .  She r e p l i e d  b y  a s k i n g  m e  h o w  m a n y  

p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  killed. I do n o t  r e m e m b e r  t h e  n a m e  of 

th e  woman. I i n f o r m e d  t h e  w o m a n  t h a t  n o b o d y  h a d  b e e n  

k i l l e d  at m y  house. I a d d e d  t h a t  p e o p l e  in t h e  h o u s e  

n e a r b y  h a d  b e e n  killed. She a s k e d  m e  if t h e s e  p e o p l e  

h a d  b e e n  sh o t  at. I s a i d  I d i d  n o t  know. S h e  a d v i s e d  

m e  t h a t  she w a s  g o i n g  t o  d e p l o y  t h e  p o l i c e  i n t o  the 

area. I c a n  e s t i m a t e  t h e  t i m e  to  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  22h40



w h e n  I s p o k e  to th i s  woman. I s a w  a n  a m b u l a n c e  r u n n i n g  

u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  p o l i c e  a rrived. 

T h i s  w a s  just b e f o r e  I phoned. I a l s o  p i c k e d  u p  a 

y e l l o w  p l a s t i c  b a g  c o n s i s t i n g  of a " c u l t u r a l  w e a p o n "  ie 

spear, in f r o n t  of m y  yard. T h e  p o l i c e m e n  o n l y  a r r i v e d  

at a b o u t  01h45 the f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g .  I s a w  t h e m  

a r r i v e  b e c a u s e  I w a s  s t a n d i n g  o utside.

T h e  p o l i c e  s p o k e  to m e  a n d  a s k e d  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  

dead. I w e n t  w i t h  t h e m  t o  t h e  h o u s e  w h e r e  p e o p l e  h a d  

died. T h e y  t o o k  p h o t o s  a n d  s p o k e  t o  t h e  m o t h e r .  T h e y  

t o l d  m e  t h e y  w o u l d  a t t e n d  t o  us a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  a t t e n d e d  

to t h e  h o u s e s  w h e r e  p e o p l e  h a d  died. T h e y  c a m e  a f t e r  a 

f e w  days. T h e y  t o o k  p h o t o s  b u t  d i d  n o t  a s k  for a 

s t a t e m e n t .
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S T A T E M E N T

1 ' 0n the 17th June 1952 at a b out 2 2h l 0 , I w a s  w a t c h i n g  tv

at m y  house. L a t e r  I s w i t c h e d  it o f f  a n d  w e n t  to 

sleep. S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  I h e a r d  m y  2 boys, S t e v e n  

a n d  Joseph, e n t e r  t h e  house. T h e y  w e r e  s h o u t i n g  f o r  me 

t o  o p e n  the door.

I i m m e d i a t e l y  ro s e  u p  to op e n  the d o o r  for t h e  boys. 

M y  s o n s  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  I n k a t h a  h a s  a t t a c k e d  them. I 

o p e n e d  t h e  door. O n  o p e n i n g  t h e  door, I h e a r d  the 

s h a t t e r i n g  of w i n d o w s .  I h e a r d  t h a t  s o m e b o d y  w a s  

s m a s h i n g  w i n d o w s  of t h e  h o u s e s  nearby. I let t h e  b o y s  

in. I l o c k e d  the d o o r  and o p e n e d  the g l a s s  d o o r  t o  see 

w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g .  On  l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  door, I s a w  

a g r o u p  of men. I a m  u n a b l e  to s t a t e  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  m e n  

w e r e  B l a c k  or White. T h e y  w e r e  a d i s t a n c e  a w a y  f r o m  m y  

house. I n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e s e  m e n  w e r e  w e a r i n g  w h i t e  

h e a d b a n d s .  I am u n a b l e  to s t a t e  w h a t  t h e s e  m e n  h a d  in 

p o s s e s s i o n .  T h e s e  m e n  w a l k e d  qui e t l y .  I s a w  t h e s e  m e n  

c o m e  t o w a r d s  m y  house. I o r d e r e d  m y  f a m i l y  t o  g o  and 

h i d e  in t h e  sto r e r o o m .  I i m m e d i a t e l y  w e n t  t o  s t a n d  at



• 
• 

• 
•

- 2 -

t h e  p a ssage. T h e s e  m e n  b e g a n  t o  s m a s h  a l l  m y  f r o n t  

w i n d o w s .  T h e s e  m e n  al s o  s m a s h e d  m y  b e d r o o m  w i n d o w s  and 

m y  d r e s s i n g  table.

3. D u r i n g  the said r a n s a c k i n g  by t h e s e  men, our tv 

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s w i t c h e d  i t s e l f  on. T h i s  h a p p e n e d  

m i r a c u l o u s l y .  I c a n n o t  te l l  h o w  t h i s  h a p p e n e d .  T h e s e  

men, on s e e i n g  this, s h o u t e d  in Z u l u  " T h e y  a r e  p u t t i n g  

on ligh t s "  ( B a y a k h a n y i s a ) . T h e s e  m e n  t h e n  r a n  away.

4. A b o u t  20 m i n u t e s  later, I d e c i d e d  to  t e l e p h o n e  a 

s e c u r i t y  guard, one K o o s  N e e d a n .  K o o s  N e e d a n  w o r k s  at 

A i r  P r o d u c t s  w h e r e  I a l s o  work. I i n f o r m e d  K o o s  t h a t  

I n k a t h a  w a s  a t t a c k i n g  us  in t h e  t o w n s h i p .  I r e q u e s t e d  

h i m  t o  t e l e p h o n e  t h e  police. T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  I 

r e q u e s t e d  K o o s  is t h a t  I w a s  a f r a i d  t o  s w i t c h  o n  l i g h t s  

t o  l o o k  u p  t h e  n u m b e r  in t h e  d i r e c t o r y .  K o o s  N e e d a n ,  

h o w e v e r ,  u n d e r t o o k  to  d o  so. I c a n  e s t i m a t e  t h e  t i m e  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  22h30. I p h o n e d  a g a i n  t o  e n q u i r e  

f r o m  K o o s  if he h a d  s p o k e n  t o  t h e  p o l i c e .  T h a t  w a s  

a b o u t  15 m i n u t e s  later.

5. K o o s  i n f o r m e d  me  t h a t  he h a d  s p o k e n  t o  Sgt. G r o e n e w a l d .

T e n  m i n u t e s  l ater I h e a r d  g u n s h o t s  go  off. I w e n t

i
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o u t s i d e .  I went to the fou r t h  house, a d i s t a n c e  a w a y  

f r o m  mine. I saw p e o p l e  s c r e a m i n g  there. I d i s c o v e r e d  

that 3 p e o p l e  had b e e n  h a c k d  t o  d e a t h .  T h e  p e o p l e  

k i l l e d  w e r e  the son, the s o n - i n - l a w  a n d  t h e  d a u g h t e r .

I c a m e  b a c k  to my  h o u s e  to p h o n e  t h e  p o l i c e  

( V a n d e r b i j l p a r k  P o l i c e  station). I s p o k e  to  a

p o l i c e w o m a n .  I i n f o r m e d  h e r  that I n k a t h a  w a s  a t t a c k i n g

p e o p l e  in Boi p a t o n g .  she r e p l i e d  b y  a s k i n g  m e  h o w  m a n y

p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  k i l led. I d o  not r e m e m b e r  t h e  n a m e  of

t h e  woman. I i n f o r m e d  the w o m a n  t h a t  n o b o d y  h a d  be e n

k i l l e d  a t  m y  house. I a d d e d  that p e o p l e  in t h e  f r o n t

h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  k i l led, she a s k e d  me  if t h e s e  p e o p l e

h a d  b e e n  s h o t  at. I said I d i d  not know. s h e  a d v i s e d

me  t h a t  she w a s  g o i n g  to  d e p l o y  t h e  p o l i c e  i n t o  the

area. I c a n  e s t i m a t e  the t i m e  to h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  2 2 h 4 0

w h e n  I s p o k e  t o  t h i s  woman, i s a w  a n  a m b u l a n c e  r u n n i n g

up  a n d  d o w n  t h e  s t r e e t  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  p o l i c e  arr i v e d .

T h e  t i m e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  2 0 h 0 0  w h e n  I s a w  t h e s e

a m b u l a n c e s ,  i a l s o  p i c k e d  u p  a y e l l o w  p l a s t i c  b a g

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a '•cultural w e a p o n "  ie spe a r ,  in f r o n t  of

m y  yard. T h e  p o l i c e m e n  o n l y  a r r i v e d  at a b o u t  0 1 h 4 5  t h e

f o l l o w i n g  m o rning. t s a w  t h e m  a r r i v e  b e c a u s e  I was 

s t a n d i n g  outside.
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S C H O L A R  - L E B O H A N G  S E C O N D A R Y

1. O n  t h e  17th J u n e  1992 at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 1 h 3 0  - 22h00, I 

w a s  v i s i t i n g  E d i s o n  T h e m b a  Koti. H e  l i v e s  n e x t  d o o r  me  

to t h e  r i g h t  of m y  shack.

2. J u s t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  tea, w e  h e a r d  n o i s e s  o u t s i d e .  Ko t i  

w e n t  o u t s i d e  to see w h a t  t h e  n o i s e s  w e r e  about. A f t e r  

a w h i l e  h e  c a l l e d  m e  o u tside. I s a w  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  

m a n y  m e n  to  the left of us, i.e, on B a k w e n a  S t r e e t  and 

a r o u n d  m y  house. T h e  m e n  w o r e  w h i t e  h e a d b a n d s .

3. K o t i  a s k e d  m e  w h a t  I t h o u g h t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g .  I s a i d  

t h a t  I t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  soldi e r s .  I t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  

soldiers, b e c a u s e  I w a s  a w a r e  of s o l d i e r s  r a i d i n g  t h e  

L u s a k a  S q u a t t e r  c a m p  e a r l i e r  t h a t  week.

4. I s a w  so m e  of the m e n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  w o m a n  w h o  l i v e s  to 

t h e  left of m y  shack. It l o o k e d  as if t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  

lo n g  s t i c k s  to hit t h e  woman. B y  t h i s  time, I h a d  

r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e  m e n  w e r e  n o t  s o l d i e r s .
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5. K o t i  t h e n  t o l d  m e  to go inside. I d i d  so a n d  s w i t c h e d

off t h e  p r i m u s  stove. K o t i  t h e n  s u d d e n l y  r u s h e d  into 

th e  h o u s e  a n d  c l o s e d  t h e  door. He  t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  w h i t e  m e n  outside. O n e  of t h e m  s a i d  " D a a r ' s  die 

a n d e r e e n " . S o m e b o d y  t h e n  b r o k e  t h e  s i d e  w i n d o w .  K o t i  

p l a c e d  a c h a i r  t h r o u g h  t h e  b r o k e n  w i n d o w .  S o m e b o d y  

t h r e w  a b r i c k  at t h e  chair. W e  h e a r d  f o o t s t e p s  m o v i n g  

a w a y  f r o m  t h e  house.‘TYafc <5 

U / v J *

6 . K o t i  w e n t  outside. I s t a y e d  i n s i d e  u n t i l  K o t i  c a l l e d

m e  out. I d i d  not c o m e  out at f i r s t  b u t  p e e p e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  o p e n  door. I saw p e o p l e  c o m i n g  u p  B a k w e n a  Street, 

c h a n t i n g  e i t h e r  " U suthu" or " U z u l u " . T h e  m e n  w a l k e d  

p a s s  t h e  shack. O n l y  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  p a s s e d ,  d i d  K o t i  

go  c o m p l e t e l y  out of t h e  house. He  w a s  s t a n d i n g  in the 

d o o r w a y  u n t i l  then.

W e  w a l k e d  to the b a c k  of K o t i ' s  shack. W h i l s t  w a l k i n g  

a m o n g s t  t h e  o t h e r  shacks, I s a w  t h e  m e n  a t t a c k i n g  a 

t r u c k  h o p  a n d  a c a r a v a n  n e a r  it. I a l s o  s a w  f o u r  m e n  

w a l k i n g  t o w a r d s  S l o v o  C a m p  f r o m  t h e  d u m p  b e h i n d  the 

camp. O n e  of the m e n  w a s  a r m e d  w i t h  w h a t  I t h i n k  w a s  a 

m a c h i n e  rifle. T h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  on h e a d b a n d s .  O n e  

w o r e  a hat. I al s o  s a w  a c a s p i r  p a r k e d  n e a r  t h e  dump.



A s  s o o n  as w e  n o t i c e d  t h e s e  men, w e  h i d  away. W e  c a m e  

o u t  w h e n  t h e  m e n  w a l k e d  in a d i r e c t i o n  a w a y  f r o m  us.

I r e t u r n e d  to m y  s h a c k  a n d  s a w  t h e  m a n  l i v i n g  in the 

s h a c k  to  m y  left w a s  l y i n g  on t h e  s t r e e t  to  t h e  r i g h t  

of m y  shack. H e  w a s  dead.

W e  t h e n  w e n t  into S l o v o  P a r k  a n d  f o u n d  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  

k i l l e d  a n d  o t h e r s  w e  w e r e  injured. W e  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  

a p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  h a d  b e e n  k i l led. K o t i  t h e r e a f t e r  ran 

u p  M o s h o e s h o e  Street, s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  c h e c k  

on h i s  p a r e n t ' s  home.

W h e n  I s a w  K o t i  later, he  t o l d  m e  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  things, 

t h a t  he  h a d  h i d d e n  in t h e  v e l d  o n  t h e  K w a - M a d a l a  si d e  

of t h e  t o w n ship. He s a i d  t h a t  he  s a w  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  

w a l k i n g  t o w a r d s  K w a - M a d a l a  H o s t e l  a n d  s o m e  w e r e  

c a r r y i n g  things. He s a w  h i p p o s  e s c o r t i n g  t h e  men. He 

t h e n  a l s o  t o l d  m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  e a r l i e r  s e e n  a h i p p o  

d r o p p i n g  off m e n  on B a p e d i  Street.
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O C C U P A T I O N  : S C H O L A R  - L E B O H A N J  S E C O N D A R Y

1 * 0n 1 7 t h  J u n e  1992 at a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 1 h 3 0  - 22h00, I

w a s  v i s i t i n g  E d i s o n  T h e m b a  Koti. He l i v e s  n e x t  d o o r  me 

t o  t h e  r i g h t  of m y  shack.

2 * J u s t  a f t e r  h a v i n g  tea, w e  h e a r d  n o i s e s  o u t s i d e .  K o t i

w e n t  o u t s i d e  to  see w h a t  t h e  n o i s e s  w e r e  a b o u t .  A f t e r  

a w h i l e  h e  c a l l e d  m e  ou t s i d e .  I s a w  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  

m a n y  m e n  t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  us, i.e, on B a k w e n a  S t r e e t  and 

a r o u n d  m y  hou s e .  T h e  m e n  w o r e  w h i t e  h e a d b a n d s .

I. K o t i  a s k e d  m e  w h a t  I t h o u g h t  was h a p p e n i n g .  I s a w  t h a t

I t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  soldi e r s .  I t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e  

s o l d i e r s ,  b e c a u s e  I w a s  a w a r e  of s o l d i e r s  r a i d i n g  t h e  

L u s a k a  S q u a t t e r  c a m p  e a r l i e r  t h a t  w e ek.

I s a w  s o m e  of t h e  m e n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  w o m a n  w h o  l i v e s  t o  

t h e  l e f t  of m y  shack. I t  l o o k e d  as if t h e y  w e r e  u s i n g  

l o n g  s t i c k s  t o  h i t  t h e  woman. B y  t h i s  time, I h a d  

r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e  m e n  w e r e  n o t  s o l d i e r s .



K o t i  t h e n  t o l d  me to go inside. I did s o  and s w i t c h e d  

off the p r i m u s  stove. Koti then s u d d e n l y  r u s h e d  into 

the y h o u s e  and c l o s e d  the door. He t o l d  m e  t h a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  w h i t e  m e n  o u tside. O n e  of t h e m  s a i d  " D a a r ' s  die 

a n d e r e e n " .  S o m e b o d y  t h e n  b r o k e  t h e  s i d e  w i n d o w .  Koti 

p l a c e d  a c h a i r  t h r o u g h  the b r o k e n  w i n d o w .  S o m e b o d y  

t h r e w  a b r i c k  at t h e  chair. We h e a r d  f o o t s t e p s  m o v i n g  

a w a y  f r o m  t h e  house.

K o t i  w e n t  o u t s i d e .  I s t a y e d  i n s i d e  u n t i l  K o t i  c a l l e d  

m e  out. I d i d  n o t  c o m e  o u t  at  f i r s t  b u t  p e e p e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  o p e n  d o o r .  I s a w  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  u p  B a k w e n a  Street, 

c h a n t i n g  e i t h e r  " U s u t h u "  or " U z u l u " . T h e  m e n  w a l k e d  

p a s s  t h e  sh a c k .  O n l y  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  p a s s e d ,  d i d  K o t i  

g o  c o m p l e t e l y  o u t  of t h e  house. H e  w a s  s t a n d i n g  in the 

d o o r w a y  u n t i l  then.

W e  w a l k e d  t o  t h e  b a c k  of K o t i ' s  shack. W h i l s t  w a l k i n g  

a m o n g s t  t h e  o t h e r  s h a c k s ,  I s a w  t h e  m e n  a t t a c k i n g  a 

t r u c k  h o p  a n d  a c a r a v a n  n e a r  it. I a l s o  s a w  f o u r  m e n  

w a l k i n g  t o w a r d s  S l o v o  C a m p  f r o m  t h e  d u m p  b e h i n d  the 

camp. O n e  of t h e  m e n  w a s  a r m e d  w i t h  w h a t  I t h i n k  w a s  a 

m a c h i n e  r i f l e .  T h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  o n  h e a d b a n d s .  One 

w o r e  a h a te. I a l s o  s a w  a c a s p i r  p a r k e d  n e a r  the dump.



8 .

9.

1 0 .

A s  soon as we  n o t i c e d  t h ese me.i, w e  h i d  away. We came 

o u t  w h e n  the m e n  w a l k e d  in a d i r e c t i o n  a w a y  f r o m  us.

I r e t u r n e d  to  m y  s h a c k  and saw the m a n  l i v i n g  in the 

s h a c k  to m y  l e f t  w a s  lying on the s t r e e t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  

o f  m y  shack. H e  w a s  dead.

W e  t h e n  w e n t  i n t o  S l o v o  P a r k  and f o u n d  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  

k i l l e d  a n d  o t h e r s  w e  w e r e  injured. W e  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  

a p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  h a d  b e e n  killed. K o t i  t h e r e a f t e r  ran 

u p  M o s h o e s h o e  S t r eet, s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  c h e c k  

o n  h i s  p a r e n t ' s  home.

W h e n  I s a w  K o t i  later, he t o l d  m e  a m o n g s t  o t h e r  things, 

t h a t  h e  h a d  h i d d e n  i n  t h e  v e l d  o n  t h e  K w a - M a d a l a  si d e  

o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  s a w  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  

w a l k i n g  t o w a r d s  K w a - M a d a l a  H o s t e l  a n d  s o m e  w e r e  

c a r r y i n g  t h i n g s .  H e  s a w  h i p p o s  e s c o r t i n g  t h e  man. H e  

t h e n  a l s o  t o l d  m e  t h a t  h e  h a d  e a r l i e r  s e e n  a h i p p o  

d r o p p i n g  o f f  m e n  on  B a p e d i  Street.
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T) VjsA\-e>c^- ov>^; «=/^  ̂ C*S3̂ yV 4 - 9 0 ^ 0  VrJ CX/O

\V-G^v\_ cAZ>e> ^!v3v/— k\ vi''—Qxj . \(\/l ̂ /v-£_

v/WQJv%_- V t s T V ^ ^  V V Q ^  V 7J2_c^v^^a w v _  v ^ r \ ^ - ^ c 5 ^ 0

cJL \ W  o o ^ v  \"V . V v n J O ^ O  C X ^ U < ^ ' yA  

— o v O  vA;A  c x ^ o ^  v-o



5  . >VjQh6k<A

\
V— e- 

& ^ * r

[ v <

^vxX\j2j£C O ' - M  'cfV c_Xn^
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STATEMENT BY ELIZABETH HLUBI

I, the undersigned, ELIZABETH HLUBI, residing at 722 Bofokeng Street,

Boipatong, do hereby state that :

I

1. I am employed at Iscor as a cleaner in the Olchem Department.

i

2. On the evening of 17 June 1992 I was asleep and woke up to the 

sound of windows breaking. The large diningroom window was 

broken. I and my eldest sister ran from the back bedroom into 

the front bedroom.

|
3. I heard the voices of people who were in the diningroom, saying 

"Get out dogs, get out dogs". They were speaking Zulu.

^  4. The people in the house tried to break open the front bedroom

door as they appeared to have realised that people were in the 

room. They were unsuccessful so they went out of the house and 

broke the large window of the bedroom. A group of men, between 

5 to 10 - I can no longer recall the precise number - entered 

the room. They had with them an electric battery-operated 

torch. They were armed with spears while another had a long 

gun. They all wore red headbands. As they entered the room 

they flashed the torch around the walls, shouting "Where can we 

find the 1ight, dogs?"

i

5. I then managed to find the light switch and illuminated the

^  room. By this time, I had hidden myself in the wardrobe. I was

in the wardrobe with Phopo. I was dragged out of the wardrobe 

by the attackers and stabbed by two of them in my right shoulder 

and lower abdomen.

6. They tried to drag Phopo out of the wardrobe but she clung on 

and they were unsuccessful. They then stabbed her inside the 

wardrobe. She was stabbed repeatedly in the chest area.

I

7. Matilda, aged 16, had been asleep on the floor next to the 

wardrobe. With the stabbing she had woken up and stood up. The 

attackers then stabbed her. Her injuries were so severe that 

she died.

I * ^

'  i
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8. The attackers then demanded money. Matilda moved forward to 

open a drawer and the attackers saw a bag with money and clothes 

in the drawer. They seized these items. They again stabbed 

Matilda. In the bag there was about R5GQ,00 which was taken.

9. When I saw them stabbing Matilda again I managed to run away by 

escaping through the broken window. I recognised the person who 

stabbed Matilda on the second occasion. I have seen this person 

at the KwaMadala Hostel when I go to work. The hostel dwellers 

often mill around the outside of the hostel and this was when I 

had seen him.

10. My sister-in-law, Maria Hlubi, knows the name of one of the 

other attackers.

11. The police came to investigate and wanted a statement. I 

refused to give a statement, I associate the police with 

Inkatha as I have seen both the police and Inkatha fraternising

a t  fh i" 1 kw.'iM.'iri n 1 ry h n < ;+ o l T h  1 C tth/M lt tw f t  W n n lrr  p rt V t l  i V

i ml i den L.

DATED at JOHANNESBURG this day of 1992.

AS WITNESSES:

ELIZABETH HLUBI

T<L,£
T  "L V H  ”3 a  v m a  a  - n a g *  3  6  'i. O
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N A M E  : E L I Z A B E T H  H L U B I

A D D R E S S  : 722 B A F O K E N G  ST R E E T

A G E  : 27

O C C U P A T I O N  : C L E A N E R  A T  Y S K O R

1• O n  t h e  17th J u n e  1992, I was w o k e n  u p  b y  m y  sister,

M a r i a ,  at s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  10. W e  h e a r d  w i n d o w s  

b r e a k i n g .  A l l  of u s  t h e n  w e n t  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e .  M y  

s i s t e r - i n - l a w  told u s  to lie down. I r a n  t o  the 

b e d r o o m  and h i d  in a c u p b o a r d  w i t h  m y  n e p h e w ' s  son, 

P o p o  Hlubi.

2* W h i l s t  in t h e  c u p b o a r d ,  I h e a r d  s o m e o n e  k i c k i n g  the

b e d r o o m  door. The f r o n t  w i n d o w  w a s  a l r e a d y  s m a s h e d .  I 

h e a r d  m e n  a s k i n g  in Z u l u  "Where a r e  t h e  d o g s "  a n d  "are 

y o u  A N C  or Inkatha". N o b o d y  rep l i e d .

T h e  c u p b o a r d  d o o r s  w e r e  t h e n  f o r c e d  open. I w a s  in 

f r o n t  of Popo. I w a s  s t a b b e d  (not t o o  s e r i o u s l y )  on m y  

c h e s t ,  s l i g h t l y  b e l o w  m y  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r .  I w a s  s t a b b e d  

b y  o n e  of the B l ack man. I was t h e n  p u l l e d  o u t  of the 

c u p b o a r d .  T h e y  t h e n  s t a b b e d  P o p o  n u m e r o u s  t i m e s  w h i l s t  

h e  w a s  in t h e  c u p b o a r d .  One of t h e  m a n  s t a b b e d  

M a t h i l d a .  M o r e  m e n  t h e n  b r o k e  t h e  b e d r o o m  w i n d o w  and 

e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  it. I w a s  a g a i n  s t a b b e d  on  m y  le f t  

s i d e  a n d  was t r e a t e d  a t  h o s p i t a l  for t h i s  injury.

4. A f t e r  b e e n  p u l l e d  o u t  of t h e  c u p b o a r d ,  I s a w  t h r e e  or
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f o u r  w h i t e  m e n  in t h e  bedroom. T h e y  w o r e  b a l a c l a v a s  

b u t  I c o u l d  see t h e y  w e r e  w h i t e  f r o m  t h e i r  f a c e s  a n d  

h a n d s .  T h e  b a l a c l a v a s  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  c o v e r  t h e i r  faces. 

T h e  l i g h t s  in t h e  r o o m  w e r e  on.

I w a s  s t a b b e d  a s e c o n d  t i m e  a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  I j u m p e d  out 

o f  t h e  w i n d o w  and w e n t  to  h i d e  in a s h a c k  in m y  yard. 

T h e y  w e r e  s t i l l  s t a b b i n g  P o p o  w h e n  I j u m p e d  o u t  t h e  

w i n d o w .

O f  our a t t a c k e r s ,  I r e c o g n i s e d  t w o . m e n .  I d o  n o t  k n o w  

t h e m  w e l l  o t h e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  s e e n  t h e m  on m a n y  o c c a s i o n s  

w h e n  p a s s i n g  the K w a - M a d a l a  H o s t e l  on m y  w a y  t o  a n d  

f r o m  work. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I'll be a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  

them.

K e  w e r e  s t a b b e d  w i t h  spears. T h e  m e n  w e r e  a l s o  a r m e d  

w i t h  guns, pangas, s h i e l d s  and sticks. L a t e r ,  I w a s  

t a k e n  by a m b u l a n c e  to h o s p i t a l .  I s p e n t  1 n i g h t  in 

h o s p i t a l .  I am s t i l l  a f r a i d  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  I am 

a f r a i d  of Inkatha. I h a v e  p r o b l e m s  s l e e p i n g  a n d  I h a v e  

b a d  dreams. A t  n i g h t  I s p e a k  in m y  sleep. M y  s i s t e r  

t o l d  me. I s till h a v e  p a i n  f r o m  my  injury.



- 3 -

9.

10.

P o l i c e  c a m e  t o  o u r  h o u s e  a s k i n g  u s  for s t a t e m e n t s  and 

a s k i n g  w h a t  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  h a d  le f t  in o u r  ho u s e .  I do 

n o t  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  t h e y  came. It w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 

w e e k  a f t e r  t h e  incident. I g a v e  t h e m  a sta t e m e n t .  

T h e y  t o o k  w e a p o n s  that h a d  b e e n  le f t  b y  t h e  a t t a c k e r s .  

T h e r e  w e r e  2 spears, a s j a m b o k  a n d  a k n o b k i e r i e .

I t o l d  the p o l i c e  th a t  I h a d  r e c o g n i s e d  2 people. 

A f t e r  4 p . m  t h e y  c a m e  b a c k  and s a i d  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  

w e r e  a t  V a n d e r b i j l p a r k  C i v i c  C e n tre. T h e y  a s k e d  m e  to 

a c c o m p a n y  t h e m  in a h i p p o  to p o i n t  o u t  p e o p l e  I c o u l d  

r e c o g n i s e .  I r e f u s e d  to  c l i m b  in a h i p p o .  I w a s  to l d  

b y  a B l a c k  p o l i c e m a n  w h o  w a s  w i t h  t h e  W h i t e  p o l i c e m a n  

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  not t a k i n g  me  to t h e  c i v i c  centre. I 

a l s o  w a s  n o t  w i l l i n g  to g o  w i t h  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  

v e r y  r u d e  t o  me. I was a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  t a k e  me 

t o  K w a - M a d a l a ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  n o r m a l l y  f r e g u e n t  the 

place. I s e e  t h e m  t h e r e  w h e n  I g o  t o  w o r k .

T h e y  c a m e  a g a i n  in a hippo. I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  the day. 

T h e y  h a d  c l o t h e s  th a t  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  

b y  t h e  a t t a c k e r s .  T h e y  s a i d  w e  s h o u l d  c o m e  w i t h  t h e m  

t o  i d e n t i f y  o u r  clothes. We  l o o k e d  at t h e  c l o t h e s  in

»
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the h i p p o  a n d  f o u n d  some of t h e  c l o t h e s  w e r e  ours. The 

p o l i c e  s a i d  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  t a k e  o u r  c l o t h e s  a n d  t h a t  we 

w o u l d  f i n d  t h e m  in court.



N A M E  : E L I Z A B E T H  H L U B I

A D D R E S S  : 722 B A F O K E N G  S T R E E T

A G E  : 27

O C C U P A T I O N  : C L E A N E R  A T  Y S K O R

1* On t h e  17th J u n e  1992, I w a s  w o k e n  up  b y  m y  sister,

Maria, at a b o u t  10hl5 - 10h30. W e  h e a r d  w i n d o w s  

br e a k i n g .  A l l  of us t h e n  w e n t  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e .  M y  

s i s t e r - i n - l a w  t o l d  us t o  lie down. I r a n  to  t h e  

b e d r o o m  and h i d  in a c u p b o a r d  w i t h  m y  n e p h e w ' s  son, 

P o p o  Hlubi.

2* W h i l s t  in t h e  cupboard, I h e a r d  s o m e o n e  k i c k i n g  t h e

b e d r o o m  door. T h e  f r o n t  w i n d o w  w a s  a l r e a d y  s m a s h e d ,  

h e a r d  m e n  a s k i n g  in Z u l u  " W h e r e  a r e  t h e  d o g s "  a n d  "are 

y o u  A N C  or I n k a t h a " .  N o b o d y  re p l i e d .

3. T h e  c u p b o a r d  d o o r s  w e r e  t h e n  f o r c e d  open. I w a s  in

f r o n t  of Popo. I w a s  s t a b b e d  (not t o o  s e r i o u s l y )  on m y  

c hest, s l i g h t l y  b e l o w  m y  r i g h t  s h o u l d e r .  I w a s  p u l l e d  

out of the cupbo a r d .  P o p o  w a s  t h e n  a l s o  s t a b b e d  

n u m e r o u s  times. M o r e  m e n  t h e n  b r o k e  t h e  b e d r o o m  w i n d o w  

a n d  e n t e r e d  t h r o u g h  it. I w a s  a g a i n  s t a b b e d  o n  m y  le f t  

s i d e  a n d  w a s  t r e a t e d  at h o s p i t a l  for t h i s  injury.

4. A f t e r  b e e n  p u l l e d  out of t h e  c u p b o a r d ,  I s a w  t h r e e  or



- 2 -

four w h i t e  m e n  in t h e  bed r o o m .  T h e y  w o r e  b a l a c l a v a s  

but I c o u l d  see t h e y  w e r e  w h i t e  f r o m  t h e i r  f a c e s  and 

h a n d s .

5. Of our a t t a c k e r s ,  I r e c o g n i s e d  t w o  men. I d o  n o t  k n o w  

t h e m  w e l l  o t h e r  t h a n  h a v i n g  s e e n  t h e m  o n  m a n y  o c c a s i o n s  

w h e n  p a s s i n g  t h e  K w a - M a d a l a  H o s t e l  on  m y  w a y  t o  and 

f r o m  work. I b e l i e v e  t h a t  I' l l  b e  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  

them.

6 . W e  w e r e  s t a b b e d  w i t h  spears. T h e  m e n  w e r e  a l s o  a r m e d  

w i t h  guns, pangas, s h i e l d s  a n d  sticks.

7. I r a n  o u t s i d e  a n d  h i d  in t h e  b a c k y a r d .  I d i d  n o t  see 

a n y t h i n g  else. I j u s t  h e a r d  s o m e b o d y  s a y  t h a t  it w a s  

" t i m e - u p "  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  leave.



I M  THE G Q L D S T Q N E  C O M M I S S I O N  OF I N Q U I R Y 

B O I P A T O N G  ~ 17 J U N E  1992

STATEMENT OF MARIA HLUBT
A D D R E S S  : 722 B A F O K E N G  S T R E E T

A G E  : 4 0 Y E A R S

O C C U P A T I O N  : C L E A N E R

1 • On t h e  1 7 t h  J u n e  1992, I w a s  at h o m e  w i t h  my

s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  a l s o  c a l l e d  Mar i a ,  m y  n e p h e w ' s  son 

(Popo a g e d  17), m y  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  ( E l i z a b e t h  - aged 

32), m y  y o u n g e s t  s i s t e r  (Mathilda - a g e d  16) a n d  my 

y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ' s  d a u g h t e r  (Thoko - a g e d  10). W e  had 

all g o n e  to  b e d  a t  a b o u t  8p.m.

2* A t  r o u g h l y  lOp.m, I w a s  a w o k e n  b y  t h e  s o u n d  of b r e a k i n g

w i n d o w s ,  w h i c h  s e e m e d  to be c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  h o u s e  

a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  fr o m  us. I w o k e  up  E l i z a b e t h  a n d  we 

w e n t  t o  t h e  s h o r t  p a s s a g e  in t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  house. 

T h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  of the f a m i l y  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  a w o k e n  by 

t h e  n o i s e  a n d  j o i n e d  us in the p a s s a g e .  I w a s  v e r y  

c o n f u s e d  a n d  a f r aid. It was c l e a r  f r o m  t h e  s o u n d s  

c o m i n g  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h a t  some s o r t  of  a t t a c k  was 

u n d e r w a y .  I w a s  t o o  a f r a i d  to  l o o k  o u t  t h e  f r o n t  

w i n d o w s  to s e e  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g .
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I t h e n  h e a r d  our d i n i n g r o o m  w i n d o w  b e i n g  s m a s h e d .  T h i s  

is a l a r g e  w i n d o w  n e x t  to t h e  f r o n t  door. A l l  of us 

t h e n  r a n  in t o  the m a i n  bedroom, w h i c h  is at t h e  f r o n t  

of t h e  house. We l o c k e d  t h e  door. M a r i a  a n d  I c l i m b e d  

u n d e r  the bed. E l i z a b e t h  and P o p o  t r i e d  to  h i d e  in the 

c u p b o a r d  a n d  T h o k o  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  b e t w e e n  t w o  

c u p b o a r d s .

I c o u l d  h e a r  t h a t  a n u m b e r  of m e n  h a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  

h o u s e .  T h e  b e d r o o m  d o o r  w a s  s u d d e n l y  k i c k e d  o p e n e d  and 

a n u m b e r  of m e n  c r o w d e d  into t h e  b e d r o o m .  A t  t h a t  

stage, I c o u l d  not s e e  any of t h e i r  faces.

W h e n  t h e  m e n  c a m e  in, t h e y  m u s t  h a v e  s e e n  M a t h i l d a ,  w h o  

w a s  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  h i d d e n  a n d  t h e y  a s k e d  in Z u l u  if w e  

w e r e  I n k a t h a  m e m b e r s  o r  Sotho. A s  far a s  I c a n  recall, 

M a t h i l d a  s i m p l y  a n s w e r e d  no. T h e  m e n  h a d  s w i t c h e d  on 

t h e  b e d r o o m  l i g h t  as t h e y  c a m e  in.

T h e y  n e x t  a s k e d  for m o n e y  a n d  M a t h i l d a  c a l l e d  f o r  M a r i a  

t o  g i v e  t h e  key. It s e e m e d  t h a t  t h e  m e n  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e r e  p e o p l e  u n d e r  the b e d  a n d  t h e y  b e g a n
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t r a m p l i n g  on it. M a r i a  came out f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  bed. 

T h e  m e n  t h e n  l i f t e d  t h e  m a t t r e s s  a n d  I a l s o  h a d  t o  get 

out.

W h e n  I g o t  up, I s a w  t h e  men c l e a r l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t

time. It s e e m e d  to m e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  10 of t h e m

in t h e  room. M o s t  of t h e m  w e r e  Black, b u t  a m o n g  t h e m  I

s a w  2 o r  3 W h i t e  faces. T h e s e  W h i t e s  w e r e  w e a r i n g

b a l a c l a v a s ,  b u t  I c o u l d  c l e a r l y  s e e  t h e i r  faces. The

W h i t e s  w e r e  c a r r y i n g  g u n s  and the B l a c k s  a v a r i e t y  of

w e a p o n s  like spears, sticks, p a n g a s  a n d  axes. The

B l a c k  m e n  w e r e  w e a r i n g  h e a dbands, s o m e  b e i n g  w h i t e  and 

o t h e r s  red.

I t h e n  b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  one of the B l a c k  m e n  was

r e p e a t e d l y  s t a b b i n g  Popo, who w a s  s t i l l  in the

c u p b o a r d .  T h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  de a l  of c o n f u s i o n .  At

s o m e  s t a g e  I s a w  t h a t  M a r i a  h a d  m a n a g e d  t o  o p e n  the

l a r g e  b e d r o o m  w i n d o w  a n d  had j u m p e d  t h r o u g h  it.

C u p b o a r d  d o o r s  h a d  b e e n  b r o k e n  o p e n  a n d  I s a w  s o m e  of 

t h e  B l a c k  m e n  t a k i n g  c l o t h e s  out of the c u p b o a r d .
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I w a s  not attacked. I a l s o  m a n a g e d  t o  j u m p  t h r o u g h  the 

w i n d o w  and r a n  to t h e  y a r d  of m y  n e i g h b o u r  a n d  h i d  

th e r e .  F r o m  w h e r e  I w a s  hiding, I s a w  t h e  m e n  c o m i n g  

o u t  of our house. T h e y  w e r e  c a r r y i n g  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  of 

o b j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  cl o t h e s ,  t h e  t.v. set, a t w o - p l a t e  

c o o k e r ,  the h i - f i  set, and, I d i s c o v e r e d  later, money, 

a n  iron, meat, d i s h e s  and e v e n  the t e l e p h o n e .  I al s o  

d i s c o v e r e d  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  d a m a g e d  s o m e  d i s h e s  and 

f u r n i t u r e .

W h e n  I s a w  t h a t  the m e n  h a d  left, I w e n t  b a c k  in t o  my  

y s r d  and f o u n d  E l i z a b e t h  h i d i n g  in t h e  s h a c k  in our 

y ard. She h a d  b e e n  s t abbed. She a s k e d  m e  t o  l o o k  for 

M a t h i l d a .  I f ound M a t h i l d a  in the b a c k y a r d .  It s e e m e d  

t h a t  she h a d  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  o u t  of t h e  ho u s e ,  b u t  h a d  

f a l l e n  in t h e  yard. She w a s  n o t  m o v ing.

I n e x t  w e n t  into t h e  h o u s e  a n d  f o u n d  P o p o  in the 

b e d r o o m .  H e  w a s  v e r y  b a d l y  injured. H e  h a d  b e e n  

s t a b b e d  17 times. H e  w a s  not e v e n  a b l e  t o  g e t  out of 

t h e  c u p b o a r d  h i mself.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

I t h e n  w e n t  to m y  n e i g h b o u r ' s  h o u s e  to  a s k  for help. 

T h e  w o m a n  t h e r e  c a m e  t o  h e l p  me. W e  t o o k  M a t h i l d a  into 

t h e  h o u s e  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  she h a d  b e e n  s t a b b e d  in the 

w r i s t  a n d  b e h i n d  h e r  head. The w o m a n  w h o  h e l p e d  me 

s a i d  t h a t  she w a s  a l r e a d y  dead.

A f t e r  a while, a h i p p o  s t o p p e d  at our h o u s e .  A  n u m b e r  

of p o l i c e m e n  c a m e  in t o  t h e  house. T h e  a s k e d  h o w  m a n y  

p e o p l e  h a d  died, b u t  I w a s  then t o o  s h o c k e d  t o  be  a b l e  

e v e n  t o  answer. I h e a r d  p e o p l e  s t a n d i n g  o u t s i d e  

t e l l i n g  t h e  p o l i c e  t h a t  M a t h i l d a  h a d  d i e d  a n d  t h a t  

t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  i n j u r e d  pe o p l e  in t h e  ho u s e .  T h e  

p o l i c e  d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d  to that.

K e  l a t e r  s a w  an a m b u l a n c e  a p p r o a c h i n g .  P o p o  a n d  

E l i z a b e t h  w e r e  t a k e n  away. L a t e r  a m o r t u a r y  v a n  

c o l l e c t e d  M a t h i l d a .

I r e c o g n i s e d  t w o  of t h e  B l a c k  a t t a c k e r s .  O n e  u s e d  to 

s t a y  in m y  street, b u t  n o w  stays at K w a - M a d a l a  H o s t e l .  

T h e  s e c o n d  one I h a v e  a l s o  seen before. I d o  n o t  k n o w



- 6 -

t h e i r  names, b u t  I k n o w  th a t  t h e  one w h o  u s e d  t o  live 

in m y  s t r e e t  is c a l l e d  Zulu. I c o u l d  p o i n t  t h e m  o u t  in 

a parade.



N A M E  : M A R I A  H L U B I

A D D R E S S  : 72 2 B A F O K E N G  S T R E E T  

A G E  : 4 0

O C C U P A T I O N  : C L E A N E R

1. O n  t h e  17th J u n e  1992, I w e n t  to b e d  at a b o u t  2 0h00. I 

w a s  a w a k e n e d  by the s o u n d  of b r e a k i n g  w i n d o w s  w h i c h  

s o u n d e d  as t h o u g h  it w a s  coining f r o m  t h e  h o u s e  o p p o s i t e  

ours. It w a s  r o u g h l y  10 o' c l o c k  w h e n  w e  w e r e  woken. 

A l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  f a m i l y  h a d  w o k e n  u p  as w e l l  and 

w e  a s s e m b l e d  in the pa s s a g e .  F r o m  t h e  p a s s a g e  I h e a r d  

t h e  f r o n t  r o o m  w i n d o w  b e i n g  s m ashed. In t h e  h o u s e  w a s  

m y s elf, P o p o  m y  n e p h e w s  son, E l i z a b e t h  m y  y o u n g e r  

sister, m y  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  w h o  is a l s o  c a l l e d  Ma r i a ,  m y  

y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  M a t h i l d a  a n d  Thoko, m y  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ' s  

d a u g h t e r .  W e  t h e n  all r a n  in t o  t h e  m a i n  b e d r o o m .

2. A  l a r g e  n u m b e r  of men, a b o u t  10 t o  15 e n t e r e d  t h e  h o u s e  

t h r o u g h  the b r o k e n  wind o w .  T h e y  t h e n  k i c k e d  t h e  i n s i d e  

d o o r  of t h e  f r ont d o o r  open, w h i c h  w e  h a d  c l o sed. I 

c l i m b e d  u n d e r  the bed in t h e  room. M y  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  

Maria, a l s o  g o t  u n d e r  t h e  b e d  w i t h  me. E l i z a b e t h ,  P o p o  

a n d  M a t h i l d a  h i d  in t h e  c u p b o a r d .  A t  o n e  stage, I am 

n o t  s u r e  p r e c i s e l y  when, m y  s i s t e r  g o t  u p  a n d  j u m p e d  

o u t  t h e  window. F r o m  u n d e r  t h e  b e d  I c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  

t h e  m e n  w e r e  a r m e d  w i t h  guns, spears, a s s e g a a i s ,
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sticks, p a n g a s  a n d  axes. I s a w  t h r e e  or f o u r  W h i t e  

men. T h e y  w e r e  w e a r i n g  b a l a c l a v a s .  I c o u l d  s e e  t h e i r  

f a c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  e m p t y  s p a c e  in t h e  b a l a c l a v a .  The 

W h i t e  m e n  w e r e  a r m e d  w i t h  guns. T h e  B l a c k  m e n  w e r e  

w e a r i n g  w h i t e  and b l a c k  h e a d b a n d s .  T h e  l i g h t s  w e r e  on 

as w h e n  t h e  m e n  h a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  house, t h e y  s w i t c h e d  on 

t h e  lights.

A t  t h a t  s t a g e  I felt t h e  w e i g h t  of m e n  on  t h e  bed. I 

g o t  out f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  b e d  a n d  as I g o t  out, I s a w  one 

of t h e  B l a c k  m e n  s t a b b i n g  P o p o  r e p e a t e d l y .  T h e  W h i t e  

m e n  w e r e  s t i l l  in t h e  room. P o p o  w a s  s t i l l  in the 

c u p b o a r d  w h e n  t h i s  m a n  w a s  s t a b b i n g  him. T h e  m a n  h a d  

b r o k e n  t h e  c u p b o a r d  open. I s a w  t h e  o t h e r  m e n  t a k e  out 

c l o t h e s  f r o m  the cupboard.

T h e  m e n  s a w  m e  but t h e y  d i d  n o t  a t t a c k  me. I d o n ' t  

k n o w  w h y  t h e y  d i d  not do  so.

I d e c i d e d  to  r u n  a w a y  by j u m p i n g  o u t  of t h e  w i n dow. 

A f t e r  I h a d  g o n e  out of t h e  w i n d o w ,  m y  sister, 

E l i z a b e t h ,  w a s  stabbed. M a t h i l d a  w a s  a l s o  s t a b b e d  

a f t e r  I h a d  left o u t  of t h e  w i n d o w .  Popo, it w a s  l ater 

d i s c o v e r e d ,  w a s  s t a b b e d  a b o u t  17 times.



6 . A f t e r  I j u m p e d  out of t h e  w i n d o w  I r a n  t o  t h e  y a r d  of 

m y  n e i g h b o u r  b e h i n d  m y  house. I h i d  m y s e l f  b y  l y i n g  

d o w n  on m y  stomach. F r o m  w h e r e  I w a s  h i d i n g ,  I c o u l d  

s ee t h e  m e n  c a r r y i n g  g o o d s  f r o m  o u r  ho u s e .  T h e y  w e n t  

w e s t w a r d s  on B a f o k e n g  Street. T h e y  s t o l e  m a n y  t h i n g s  

f r o m  our house, i n c l u d i n g  c l othes, m o n e y ,  t.v. set, 

h i - f i  set, meat, d i s h e s  a n d  t h e  t e l e p h o n e .  T h e y  al s o  

d a m a g e d  s o m e  d i s h e s  a n d  fur n i t u r e .

7. A f t e r  I s a w  t h a t  t h e  m e n  h a d  left, I l o o k e d  for 

E l i z a b e t h  a n d  f o u n d  h e r  h i d i n g  in t h e  s h a c k  in our 

yard. She a s k e d  m e  t o  l o o k  for M a t h i l d a .  I saw 

M a t h i l d a  in the b a c k  yard. It a p p e a r e d  t o  m e  t h a t  she 

h a d  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  out of t h e  house, b u t  h a d  f a l l e n  in 

t h e  yard. A f t e r  I s a w  M a t h i l d a ,  I c a m e  b a c k  i n t o  the 

house. I f o u n d  P o p o  in t h e  h o u s e  in t h e  b e d r o o m .  He 

w a s  v e r y  b a d l y  injured. H e  c o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  up. He 

c o u l d  n o t  e v e n  g e t  out of t h e  c u p b o a r d .

8 . I t h e n  w e n t  to m y  n e i g h b o u r ' s  h o u s e  t o  a s k  f o r  help. 

T h e  m o t h e r  f r o m  t h a t  h o u s e  c a m e  to  h e l p  me. W e  t o o k  

M a t h i l d a  f r o m  o u t s i d e  into t h e  house. W e  s a w  t h a t  

M a t h i l d a  h a d  b e e n  s t a b b e d  on h e r  w r i s t  a n d  b e h i n d  h e r
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10.

11.

12 .

head. T h e  w o m a n  h e l p i n g  m e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  M a t h i l d a  is 

a l r e a d y  dead.

A f t e r  a w h i l e  a h i p p o  c a m e  t o  o u r  ho u s e .  P o l i c e m e n  

c a m e  into t h e  house, I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  h o w  many. T h e y  

a s k e d  us h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  h a d  died. I d i d  n o t  a n s w e r  

t h e m  as I w a s  in s h o c k  a n d  u n a b l e  to  speak. The 

p o l i c e m e n  t h e n  left t h e  house. T h e  p e o p l e  s t a n d i n g  

o u t s i d e  a n s w e r e d  them. I h e a r d  t h e m  t e l l  t h e  p o l i c e  

t h a t  M a t h i l d a  h a d  d i e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  i n j u r e d  

p e o p l e  in the house. T h e  p o l i c e  d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d  to 

that.

W e  t h e n  s a w  an a m b u l a n c e  a p p r o a c h i n g .  W e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  

a b l e  t o  p h o n e  b e c a u s e  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  h a d  t a k e n  o u r  p h o n e  

away. T h e  a m b u l a n c e  w a s  c o l l e c t i n g  p e o p l e  in t h e  road. 

T h e y  c a m e  a n d  c o l l e c t e d  P o p o  a n d  E l i z a b e t h .

A  w h i l e  l a t e r  a v e h i c l e  f r o m  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  M o r t u a r y  

c a m e  a n d  c o l l e c t e d  M a t h i l d a .  I t h e n  s t a y e d  in the 

house.

E v e r y  n i g h t  I k e e p  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  T h e  

d a y s  a r e  better, but I feel a f r a i d  if I h e a r  a n y  noise.

I h a v e  e x t r e m e  d i f f i c u l t y  sleeping.



13. I recognised two of the attackers. One use to stay in 

my street, but now stay at Kwa-Madala. The second one 

I have also seen before. I do not know their names, 

but I know that the one from my street is called Zulu. 

I could point them out in a parade.

14. I have not given a statement to the police. The police

came to my house after the incident and spoke to my 

sister.
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NAME : MARIA HLUBI

ADDRESS : 72 2 BAFOKENG STREET

AGE : 4 0

OCCUPATION : CLEANER

1• On the 17th June 1992, I went to bed at about 20h00. I

was awakened by the sound of breaking windows. All the 

members of the family assembled in the passage. The 

front room window was smashed.

2. A large number of men (about 10 to 15) entered the 

house through the broken window. The men wore either 

red or white headbands. They were armed with guns, 

shields, spears, sticks, pangas and axes.

3. I hid under a bed in one of the rooms. From under the 

bed I saw three or four white men. They wore 

balaclavas. I could see from their faces and hands 

that they were white. They were armed with guns.

4. My nephew's son, Popo Hlubi, and my younger sister, 

Elizabeth, hid inside a cupboard. My sister-in-law ran 

out the house. I don't know precisely when.

5- I also saw some of the black men • open the cupboard

wherein my nephew's son, Popo Hlubi, (aged 19) and my 

younger sister Elizabeth, were hiding. Both of them



were stabbed. Popo, it was later discovered, was 

stabbed about seventeen times. He was in hospital for 

two weeks and is at present at his home in Sebokeng. 

Elizabeth received stitches to her side.

My youngest sister, Mathilda, (aged 16) was standing 

next to the cupboard. She was stabbed on her side and 

her head. She died instantly.

The men stole many things from the house, including 

clothes, money, the tv set, hi-fi set, meat and dishes. 

They also damaged some dishes and furniture. They then 

left. They went westwards on Bafokeng Street. A 

little later, while I was on the street looking for my 

sister-in-law, I saw the men to the west of the 

township. They were escorted by two hippos.



Collection Number: AK2672 
  
Goldstone Commission BOIPATONG ENQUIRY Records 1990-1999 
 
  
PUBLISHER: 
Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand 
Location:- Johannesburg 
©2012  

LEGAL NOTICES:  

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website are protected by South 
African copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or 
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright 
owner. 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices 
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print 
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only. 

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library, 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes 
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these 
digital records are true facsimiles of the collection records and the information contained 
herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, 
University of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, 
the University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all 
liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related 
information on third party websites accessible from this website.  

This document is part of a private collection deposited with Historical Papers at The 
University of the Witwatersrand. 
 


