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PRETORIA I .

G ^ J i NMENT NATIJ L -L P ig ^ ^ A I^ ^ H O O L ^  IS  FORGING 

AITEAD NEAR PRETORIA.

I l l u s t r a t i o n s ;  Nos. UT.703 , 7 08 raid 710.

Th is  a r t i c l e  i s  se n t  t o  you w i t h  th e  com pli
ments o f  the  South A f r i c a n  S t a t e  I n fo r m a t io n  O f f i c e ,  
f o r  use  as d e s ir e d ?  w i t h o u t  acknowledgment or payment. 
R e qu ests  f o r  e x t r a  c o p i e s  may be addressed  to  the 
S t a t e  I n fo r m a t io n  O f f i c e r ,  P r i v a t e  Bag,  P r e t o r i a ,
South A f r i c a ,  who w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  a copy o f  any 
p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  which t h i s  a r t i c l e  or p i c t u r e s  appear.

(MOTE-- This  a r t i c l e  r e p l a c e s  "Government N a t iv e  
I n d u s t r i a l  School  f o r  P r e t o r i a " ,  i s s u e d  in  March, 
19^85 s u r p lu s  c o p i e s  o f  which should be d e s tr o y e d )

»



government n a t i v e  i n d u s t r i a l  school i s  forging

AHEAD NEAR PRETORIA.

3y  K.G. Coleman.

A b i g  i n d u s t r i a l  school?  in te n d e d  e v e n t u a l l y  
t o  accommodate about 800 Na " ive  s t u d e n t s  o f  v a r i o u s  
t r a d e s 5 i s  r a p i d l y  t a k i n g  shape on the  o u t s k i r t s  
o f  P re to r ia ,  w i t h  th e  h e l p  o f  N a t iv e  cr a ftsm e n  under 
the  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  T r a n s v a a l  E d u ca t io n  Department.

E x c e l l e n t  p r o g r e s s  has been made s i n c e  
b u i l d i n g  was s t a r t e d  e a r l y  y e a r .  A lr e a d y
s e v e r a l  b l o c k s  o f  workshops are  in  use? w h i le  
the  ̂f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  the  s tu d e n t  a p p r e n t i c e s '  
l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  i s  tv7̂ -
t C i t  UUrt K b w M y j .

By making th e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  use  o f  a v a i l 
a b l e  b u i l d i n g s ?  i n s t r u c t i o n  has been begun and <22.0 
AgS N a t iv e  s t u d e n t  a p p r e n t i c e s  are  b e in g  t r a i n e d  
as b r i c k l a y e r s ?  b la c k s m ith s ?  c a r p e n te r s ?  t a i l o r s ?  
shoemakers or market g a r d e n e r s .  ' A l l  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  
p r a c t i s e  t h e i r  t r a d e s  f o r  t h e i r  own p e o p le  in  
N a t iv e  a r e a s .

The s c h o o l  forms p a r t  o f  an im p o r ta n t  N a t iv e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

c e n t r e  f o r  which th e  P r e t o r i a  M u n i c i p a l i t y  has s e t  a s i d e  n e a r l y  

100 a c r e s  o f  la n d  a t  V l a k f o n t e i n ?  1 5  m i l e s  from the h e a r t  o f  the 

c i t y .  A l s o  on t h i s  s i t e  w i l l  be a N a t iv e  t e a c h e r s '  c o l l e g e  and 

a N a t iv e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e g e  U o l e g e  Ya Eana Ba A f r i k a ) ?  b o th  o f  

which were s t a r t e d  i n  19^6 i n  temporary prem ises  on the o p p o s i t e  

s i d e  o f  P r e t o r i a  a t  A t t e r i d g e v i l l e .

The t h r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i l l  be complementary. Students  

o f  the i n d u s t r i a l  sc h o o l  w i l l  p l a y  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  th e  e r e c t i o n  of  

the  permanent b u i l d i n g s  and th e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  f u r n i t u r e  and f i t t i n g s ?  

w h i l e  N a t i v e s  t r a i n i n g  as t e a c h e r s  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  take  t h e i r  

f i r s t - y e a r  d e g r e e  s u b j e c t s  o t  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o l l e g e  and t o  study 

c r a f t s  a t  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l .

DEMND FOR TRAINING.

The s c h o o l  r e a l l y  owes i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t o  an e x p e r im e n t a l  

co u rse  f o r  25 N a t iv e  o p e r a t i v e s  begun a t  I l id d elb u rg  ,



Tho T r a n s v a a l  E d u catio n  Department was inundated w i t h  a p p l i 

c a t i o n s  f o r  th e  course? and i t  became o b v io u s  t h a t  i f  t h i s  

demand was t o  be met f a r  more accommodation would be needed 

than was a v a i l a b l e  a t  M iddelburg.

N e g o t i a t i o n s  were t h e r e f o r e  opened w i t h  the  P r e t o r i a  

M u n i c i p a l i t y *  and th e  V l a k f o n t e i n  p r o j e c t  i s  th e  r e s u l t .  B e s id e s  

the  t r a d e s  a l r e a d y  b e in g  tau gh t?  i t  i s  hoped e v e n t u a l l y  t o  add 

c o u r s e s  in  co o k in g  and c a t e r i n g ?  p o t t e r y ?  weaving? watchmaking 

and motor r e p a i r i n g .

Each co u rse  w i l l  l a s t  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ?  a f t e r  which 

th e  t r a i n e e s  w i l l  s i t  f o r  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  A 

f u r t h e r  two y e a r s '  p r a c t i c a l  work w i t h  the  Department w i l l  be 

n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  a young N a t iv e  can be c l a s s e d  as an o p e r a t i v e  

and paid a t  th e  same r a t e  as i n d u s t r i a l  t e a c h e r s  i n  N a t iv e  

s c h o o l s .

Those f i n i s h i n g  t h e i r  c o u rse s  w i l l  e i t h e r  be absorbed 

by the T ra n s v a a l  e d u c a t io n  Department or p la c e d  in  l o c a t i o n s  to  

c a r r y  out uh eir  t r a d e .  The i d e a  i s  t h a t  e v e r y  l o c a t i o n  i n  the 

i r a n s v a a l  s h a l l  e v e n t u a l l y  have i t s  own t r a i n e d  N a t iv e  bootmaker? 

t a i l o r ?  watchmaker and so on,

l o u r i n g  th e  sc h o o l  r e c e n t l y  w i t h  > r ,  E .M uller?  o r g a n i s e r  

o f  N a t iv e  i n d u s t r i a l  work f o r  the  T r a n s v a a l  E d u ca t io n  Department? 

and th e  s c h o o l ' s  p r i n c i p a l ?  Mr. H. Kuxj I was impressed w i t h  the 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  the  l a y - o u t  and the way i n  which accommodation 

and m a t e r i a l s  have been adapted to  en a b le  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  s t a r t  

w i t h  the l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  d e l a y .

e n t h u s i a s t i c  stude nts ,.

F1 or the time b e in g  some c l a s s e s  are  working under 

cramped c o n d i t i o n s  but a l l  th e  s t u d e n t s  seem f u l l  o f  enthusiasm 

and i t  i s  a l r e a d y  obviou s  t h a t  once, the  b u i l d i n g s  are  complete 

the  sc h o o l  w i l l  be a model i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  i t s  k in d .



The workshops and c la s sro o m s are  near th e  n o r t h - e a s t  

co rn e r  of  th e  s i t e ?  w i t h  space  t o  th e  south  f o r  a b i g  s t o r e s  

depot which w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  su p p ly  s c h o o ls  a l l  over the  Trans

v a a l .

S t i l l  f u r t h e r  south? on a s m a l l  r id g e ?  the  f o u n d a t io n s  

o f  the  p r i n c i p a l ’ s house a r c  b eing  p r e p a r e d ? w h i l e  f u r t h e r  west? 

on the  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  th e  r id g e ?  i s  a s i t e  f o r  a church.

The f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  s t u d e n t s ’ q u a r t e r s  are  r a p i d l y  

t a k i n g  shape on ground f u r t h e r  west  beyond the  N a t iv e  t e a c h e r s '  

t r a i n i n g  c o l l e g e ?  s t i l l  n e a r e r  P r e t o r i a ,  on ground s e t  a s i d e  f o r  

e v e n t u a l  e x t e n s i o n s ?  a f o o t b a l l  ground has been l a i d  out and i s  

p r o v in g  v e r y  po p ular  w i th  th e  s t u d e n t s .

A to u r  o f  the v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  soon c o n v in c e s  one of  

the  p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e  o f  the  i n s t r u c t i o n .  The t a i l o r i n g  c l a s s ?  

which s t a r t e d  a t  the end o f  A p r i l j ^ i s  hard a t  work on

u niform s f o r  th e  s t u d e n t s  —  k h a k i  s h i r t  w i t h  b lu e  c o l l a r  and
t

pocket? b lu e  s h o r t s ?  cap and s a n d a ls  a re  s u p p l ie d  a t  c o s t  (about 

25/ - ) .  For w in t e r  -brown lumber j a c k e t s  and warm t r o u s e r s  w i l l  

be worn.

The shoemakers a r e  m o st ly  tu r n in g  out sa n d a ls  or 

s l i p p e r s ;  but s t u d e n t s  w i l l  a l s o  be ta u g h t  a l l  k in d s  of  r e p a i r s ?  

b e s i d e s  the  m an u factu re  o f  shoes (men's and women's)? h a rn e ss  and 

o th e r  forms o f  l e a t h e r w a r k .  I t  i s  hoped e v e n t u a l l y  t h a t  the  

s c h o o l  w i l l  run i t s  own ta n n e r y .

FURNITURE FOR NATIVE SCHOOLS.

S tu d en t  c a r p e n t e r s  a re  m ain ly  t a c k l i n g  t o o l  boxes 

a t  p r e s e n t .  E v e n t u a l l y  woodworking s t u d e n t s  w i l l  make a l l  the 

f u r n i t u r e  f o r  N a t iv e  s c h o o ls  th rou gh out  th e  T r a n s v a a l ;  but they  

a re  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  handwork u n t i l  the  n e c e s s a r y  machinery has 

a r r i v e d  from M iddelburg.



The b l a c k s m i t h s  a r c  making t h e i r  own t o o l s ?  as w e l l  

as  g u t t e r  b r a c k e t s  and o th e r  f i t t i n g s  wanted f o r  th e  new sc h o o l  

b u i l d i n g s .  They a l s o  do g e n e r a l  r e p a i r  work. E v e n t u a l l y  

they  w i l l  be a b l e  to  su p p ly  most plumbing r e q u i r e m e n t s ? w i t h  

app a ra tu s  f o r  f o r g i n g  and a l l  k in d s  o f  w e ld in g .

Other s tu d e n t  a p p r e n t i c e s  a re  l e a r n i n g  s i g n u r i t i n g  and 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawing? w h i l e  th o s e  s tu d y in g  market gardening 

a l r e a d y  grow enough v e g e t a b l e s  t o  su pply  the  needs o f  a l l  the 

s t u d e n t s  and s t a f f .  ,**4 *>***. A U a IS ***/

lyA ^ 'U v U f c i y A K  U*tKu I2C
The T r a n s v a a l  i s  th e  f i r s t  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o r \   ̂

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a N a t iv e  i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l  of  t h i s  nature?  though

t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i s  p ro vid ed  a t  c e r t a i n  m is s io n  s c h o o ls  i n  

v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  South A f r i c a  and£the Union De

partment e s t a b l i s h e d  a s c h o o l  f o r  N a t i v e  b u i l d i n g

o p e r a t i v e s  a t  Z w e l i t sh a ?  n e a r  K in gw il l iam stow n ? i n  the E a s te r n  

Cape P r o v in c e .
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