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Duncan Village
security forces move in
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We dedicate this report to all those who died in Duncan Village, known
and unknown. The Crisis Centre was able to compile a list of 30 names,
but there were other bodies seen at the mortuary which remained
unidentified.

Those who died:

Lotozayo Msutu
Joseph Menold
Mthuthuzeli Kama
Fundisile Alfred Grey
Oupa Joshua Mapua
Royal Qwela Nqinele
Thembile Bemba
Steven Groep
Zandisile Thole
Ndabihle Tsholi
Tatani Bekenapi
Patrick Davies
Nontobeko Ndawo
Temba Majuba
Bonakele Bongani Zwelifile
Malana Kebevana
Mthuthuzeli Mgoma
Mkhululli Mahlanza
Mthuthuzeli Jack
Norman De Klerk
Mphongeli Matshekhete
Toets Jammerson
Goodboy Willy
Loyiso Jack

Michael Mazaka
Tembekile Dumakude
Tando Mashalaba
Reuben Tumani
Vuyan! Adonis
Andrew Tslliite



Infroduction

This report 1§ presented by the East London Crisis Centre, which was set uplo
help victims of the violence in the township who were mostly too atraikd togoto
hospial for lear of baing arrested. It is an attermnpt 10 let those speak who
sulfered most. ordinary residents.

Duncan Village is not unque. 1L is a lownship very much Wke any other: poor,
squalid and cepressed. And the story of the violence that erupted there n
Augus! is not unique either. Over the past two years, lownship alter lownship
has exploded into vioient confrontation with the Stale Targets have been
people and buldngs associaled with the State.

The national wave of revoll swopl into Duncan Village on the weekend of
August 11, after the tuneral near King Wikkam's Town of Mrs Victoria Mxenge,
an assassinaled Durban civil rights lawyer. Immediately, Operation Duncan
Vilage was launched, Police ang army units moved inlo the township as it they
were launching a raid o a neighbouring country. The townshp was Irealed
as hostie leriory, is resicents as enemies.

A slale of emergency was never formally deciared in East London but the
secunty forces behaved as i i had They acted as Il thay had been given
complete ireedom (o do as they pleased, shooting, assauling and anesting
naiscriminalely.

The frustrations that led 10 the eruption of August 11 are the same as those
of all biacks n South Alrica: poverty and degradation, caused by apartheid
and ds many lacets, including the pass laws, migrancy and the denial of
poliical and other nghs. The list 15 long ana well-known

Of acanions! impornance to Duncan Village, however, was the ong-
standing threal of removal Residgents had beon moved from vanous (ocations
around East Landon 10 what was then known as the East Bank Location, only
t0 ba toid i the late 1950's thal ey would have [0 move again. Mdantsane
was eslablished 20kms outside the City 10 provide accommodation, ullimately,
10 all Alncans In the Eas! London area.

Removals began about 1964, Since then. the authorities have spent as tle
&5 possible on Duncan Village in the expeciation of its ullimale dssappea-
rance. As a result, the roads, schools and other amenities are in a shacking
stale. The remavals have nol been able to keep pace with the natural popula-
tion growth, and as no new houses have been bult, avercrowding is extreme.

Themmui!yhulomrmtedmeremmh.BMlmsonlyonAugmlze
IS year thal Ihe Governmen! announced that the whole of Duncan Village
would be allowed 10 reman. (Earker concessions had provided for the reten-
tion and upgrading of certain sechons.) The announcement brought a mea-
sure of redel 10 residents, but the question remains: why did at least 30 people
have 10 die before the Government was willing to make this small concassion?

By now, the lownship has been bludgeoned into submission and violence
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has subsiced. But there is no peace The underlying frustralions remain. and
the troops are still there. They must witharaw from Duncan village and all
townships f there is any chance of a relurn 10 normality in this country, Only
then will peopio be abie to spaak without fear, and wil it be possible to speak of
a negolialed solulion 1o South Africa’s problems.

Police and SADF action

From the start, Operation Duncan Village was aimed at regaining controf of the
community Its target! was nol so much the riotous mob as the community
itsell. From statements gathered at the centre, it 5 difficull 10 avold the
conclusions thal the tactics used, cheelly shooling and arrests, were in most
Cases apphed indiscriminately

Patients were not guestioned aboul their involvement in any of the violence
because | seamed untikely thal thoy would admit to it if they had been.
However, descriptions of the circumsiances surrounding their shooting see-
med 10 ndicale tha! the overwhelming majornty cannol have been invoived in
any violence of thes own making. A signihcant proportion was shot in their
homes, in thew yards or while walking alone in the stroet. Among those who
were shot in @ crowd, Imost said they were participating in prayer meetings, on
their way home ifrom work, the shop or vistting fnends,

Almost hail of those hurl in a crowd came in 1o the centre together atier a
single incident in Gwijana Streat. AN 17 said they had been particpating in a
prayer maeling lor unwes! victims when soldiers arrived »n a vetecle and
oponed fire. They brought with them SiX people who said they had been
uninvolved in ihe prayers. These included two children, one of them deal and
gdumb, who had been playng in the street. A 62-year-old woman sad. | was
wilh my sister sfling in the yard of our house. We saw Ihe crawd running
lowards us and then | was shol. | am wounded behind the right knee and inthe
nght fool. | saw that i# was the SADF who shot me. No warning was given No
leargas was used.”

The tull stalistics Of vicims' answers appear elsewhere, bul the lact thal so
many obviocusly innocent people weré Injured seems 10 ndicale hal the
shooling musli have (0 a large extent been al random. A 22-year-old workes
sat | was on my way home from work 8t something past 7 pm | was walking
al the top of Bashe road near the Community Centre. About 8 or 10 small boys
(aged sbout 12 - 13 yedurs) ran past me away lrom some soldiers who were on
foot There were aboul ihvee soldiars dressed in brown uniforms. | was walking
on my own. The soidiers started shooting and shot me rom behind. The .
soldiers jus! staned Kring withouwt! saying anything ™

The paciication of Duncan Vikage moved through gdferent phases. When
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violence sl erupted, its ferocity meant the security forces couid only move
around in the protection of thew armoured vehicies. For the first few oays (until
about August 15), they drave around linng.

Afler 1ha, soldiers and police began 1o move around in small fool patrols as
well. This lasted untd the weekend of August 31, when 18 victims of the
vicience were buried in eZiphunzana.

By this ime. the violence had subsided 1o some extent. Bul after the tuneral,
there was Once agamn an upsurge in shootings, with al lcast three deaths
Residents widety saw this as the police and soidiers taking revenge for the
deaths of two white people, who were burnt and stabbed after thew car
crashed In1o a crowd walking home from the funeral to Mdantsane, serously
muring 11, Surpnsingly, the cenire gid not see many shooting viclims, giving
rise 10 speculation that the police weré collecting them and taking them
elsewhere.

Alter this, the pacification programme was carried inlo people’s homes, and
arrests and searches ook place in large numbers This led up to September
12, when sections of Duncan Village were sealed off and house-to-house
searches conducted i & massive demonstration of power

Methods

Tne Centre received many and vaned allegations of dlegal actions anag
OXCESSIVE OICE UsSed Dy the security lorces However, only the contirmed and
significant methods will be deah with here,

it s supposed 10 be eslablishod police prachce 10 acl against notls wilh
minimum force, and only afler due warming However, it is clear that the
primary method used 10 deal with Duncan Village was shooting. The Caentre
reCoived no repdrns al all of baton charges, and l@argas was used rarely. In
some cases, patients reported that leargas was used only after shotls had
been fired Rubber buliels wore seldom used, and tha vast majonty of inunes
reated were caused by biragshol and buckshot, Theve was also a sman
number of wounds caused by rnille bullets

Once a measwe of controd had been re-eslablished, the police and srimy
began 10 make aresis in lge numbers. Again, the repors recelved al the
canlre ingdicale a distubingly large number of cases whre asres!s ware macde
apparently 8 random. anyone in a particular house being taken Al pariculas
risk seam (o have baan young men in iheir teens and Iwenlies and people who
nad been wounded, this (act being taken as evidence ol participation In a riot.

Inmany nstances, arresis were described as having baen accompanied by
threnls and assaulls. Bealings allegealy took place In people s homes. the
vahiclos used (10 franspart atrestied people and at the pokce sialion Some
reports were rociived ol people who were laken 10 the Darracks on 1he West
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Bank where they were assaulied belore being handed over 10 a pohce station.

A resident described an arrest as follows. “"On 2 September, police arrested
SB.VB and MB._a! 11.30 pm. The police accused them of causing the
unrest in the township, Police kicked the door open and enlered the house
Whan | woke up, they 10id me 10 sfeap while they looked around in the house
They assaulted and clouted them with the butts of their guns while they were in
bed Aler thoy assaulted the hree, they were taken away by the police.”

A large number of allogations of lorture have been fecewved. One of the
victims, Joe Tetani Jordan, has already oblained a temporary inlerdict pro-
tecting him from the police His description of whal happened 10 him appears
elsewhere. Other viclims have descrided a chair used speciically for electric
shock torture, stranguiation, bealings on the soles of the feet ang other
methods.

Arnrests have frequently been accompaniod by searches. Doors wore
broken down, little regard was paid lo proparty, and some residents reported
thef! of money and other lems during searches. A young woman sasd “They
looked into a wardrobe and threw all of the ciothes that were hanging there
onlo the Hoor. They walked on Inese ciothes They pulled the drawers out of
1he dressing tabla and threw the contants and the drawers onlo my bed. Thoy
broke one drawer because they pulled & out so roughty. They also broke two
shelves in the wardrobe In the same way.

Among the more bizarre aliegations made were thal soldiers and police
stoned vehicles The cenire oblained a number of alfidavits and statements
from people who said thay wilnessed such slonings. In one case, a residgent
sald a cool drink botlle had been hurled at him, hitting hm on the leg

Witnesses and viclims

These accounts were taken down at the Crsis Centre and sworn 1o as
affidavits. in all cases they are corroborated by supporting affidavits. In one
instance (Joa Tetani Jordan), the atlidavit lormed part of a court appication
tor protection lrom the police. An infenm interdict was granted, but the maltter
was not proceeded with when he was released. The descriptions have been
selected 1o ilustrale some of the methods used by security forces They are
by no means umgque, and the Cenire has simdar accounts in largoe numbers.

18. (19)

Al about medday on 2 September | saw a8 yellow SAP hippo and a brown
Casspir coming down road Irom the rent office. Three men Qot oul of the SAP
hippo



We ignored the Ivee men who got out o! the hippo because we had not
done anything wrong. We saw them move into tha township. Then we hieard a
shol We saw the Dlood on the leg of the man who had boon shot. The man hao
Deen on Ihe (ol of his house. Iowing down planks Thatl ho was hxng 1 da not
xnow (s man's name. They shol him before he jumped down off the oot
Althaugh he had been shol he could still walk. They walk in front of them They
mace hurn walk towards the trucks

Then the pokce saw @ man coming oul of & communal (ollet They kckeo
ihe man and it ham with the Dack of & gun. As he was walking i front of them
lowards ihe Hippo they kcked him on s butlocks and on his back They also
fit nim in the lace with the back of a gun

Then they saw my fnend BM ., aged about 28, his fnend MW , also aged
sbou! 28 years, and myselt suting i an ofd bruck n the yard A policeman
uEked us in Xhosa why we were sithing in the truck and whafe wa Wed My
Inenas sad that (hey enyoyed siting in the truck. My baylnend ponted (0 1he
open oof of his house and said that he was Sting Ihere at his hame Afier that
1he policeman 104 the men 10 get oul of the truck. The polceman swore al the
two men B gol out of 1he ruck bul M. was slow 1o get down Decause he was
Hmping. The policaman xicked im ang he fell back into tha truck and tned 1o
gat oif 1he truck on the side urtherest rom them. As he jumped ol one of the
pohcemen grabbad him by the oot and pulied hvm down

They tock the two men and escorted them (o the main roac wnere they were
magde 10 bé face Cown. Il Ihey moved Ihiry were kcked and jumped on and
slamped on, on ther backs They were beaten by the pokcemen who were
Keeping guara while the lirst Ihvee were maving fram house 10 house to bang
others They aiso shot at some peopie standng at a dstance when they
objected 10 the arrests The people were made 10 ke In the road for about ten
minutes while Ihe policemean ware looking lor othars.

| Was not sure what vehicles was used 10 1ake the peopie away because
when Ihe pohce lold ail the women to gel inside, | went into the house Whon |
weant out agan Ihey had gone. There were mora than len peopie who had been
made 10 he on the ground. They wese all men and boys

MJ. (17)

Al about 12h00 on 2 Seplember mysell, the dececased (my brother L) aged
19 years), P.T. and a lourth person whase name | do nol Know were walng to
a shop n eZiphurzana

when we reached the lesl lurn rom town ime © Sechon, | saw Ilvee
poscomen on foot approaching  When thay were about ity malres rom us
ihey began 1o shoot at us They Oid NotL say anytning 10 us They st shol

Vie all started running 10wards nearby houses. | stayed in a hause untll the
pohcemen hat gone

[ WO Dack 10 where we Nad run Irom | Baw my brother lyng on 1he ground
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He hao been shot

Mysell and some Other people took the ceceased o our house We looked
for transpon for hm Atter some hme we ware able to Iind someone 1o take nvm
10 the church in Paltervitie. A person 1hete said he was oead

Joe Tetani Jordan (29)

At about V1 40 am on the 2nd of Septomber 1885 whilst | was on a public rosd
wy Duncan Village, | was arrested by members of ether (he South African
Police or the South African Delence Farce, whose wdeniies arge unknown 1o
me. Therealier | was taken to the police station in Duncan Village.

Shortly aller 8 30 pm on Tuesday evening, the 3rd of September 1985 | was
taken from the cells 1o a room Ly Iwo police ollicers

| was ofdered (0 undress, which | dhd When | was naked, | was ordered to be
down on a bench lace down, which | did Whisst lying i this positian the pobce
oMicer who wore nothing above his wais!, handculled my wrsts unces 1he
bench in such a way that | was, in etfect, locked (0 1 ang could nol get up Hae
then handculied my féel together al about the posihon of my ankies After \hes,
bandages were fightly wrappeod around {he handculfs wheh locked the ankles
together Bandages wea aiso hghtly wrapped around my 18gs i the vicindy of
my mighs. It was adficult for ma 10 s00 exactly whers thesa bandages wore
piaced

The pokceman who was sinpped from above hes waist than satl on my back.
| estimate 1hal he woulg have weighed about 90 kilograms (He spoke (o me
and) iled tws bullocks off my back and then sat down heawly upon my back
several imeas. This caused mo consigerable pan

A dark coloured rubber object was then forced over my head (| was very
Lght | could Not see through it or out of It [T was very difficult or me to beeath
normally. Alter thes had been cone. | felt something touch my back and then
telt a sensalon similar 10 Ine séensalion 1hat one leels when one 15 shocked
electrically. | tell the sensation in the wicinity of my spine from delow 1he
shoulders 10 jus! above tha hips | saw hghts in my eyes when | 1el he
sensaton of being shocked elecincally. I\ also made my muscles contract
and go o a sort of spasm . (They questoned me aboul Steve Tshwele and
tus whareabouls) aller being asked further questions and saying that | dia not
have the miormabon thal he was seeking Irom me, the glectnc shock treal-
ment which | have descnbed was repoaled.

Aner refusing tomake @ statement | heard a voico ask ' Whore is (he stick?”
| then leit considerable pain as the soles of my leet wer hil very fTorceliully with
a hard object which | believe was a stick. This was done several imes. Tne
elecincal shock reatment was again infkcled upon me and | then lost cons-
CIOUSNESS.

| regained consciousness on whal | beleve was Wegnesaay mormng the
4ih of September 1885, | was no langer in the room o wisch | had been
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toriwed. | was back In the cadl from which | had been laken Delore going Lo that
room | saw a while police officer standing above me. | was lying down. He
Kickad me with his booled ool on the soles of my leal. Although this was not
done with a greal deal of force, It was very painful. He was saying 1o me
"Wake-up, wake-up.” He ordered me 1o foBow hiim bul because of the pain,
panicularly in my leel, | had (o crawl on my hands and my knees, unassisted,
to an olfice thal was about 10 melres from my cell. This was extremely painful.
(| was finger printed, and taken 10 court).

Alter being placed in a cell balow the cournroom. | wained there for several
hows's before being taken 1o the dock in whal | believe was "C" coun shortly
alter 2 pm. While walting in the cell below the courtroom, | was assaulled by
severa! black policemen who were in undorm and whose [sentties | do not
Know. These policemean kicked mea on my feal whilst | was lying on the lloor.
They did not assault me at the same time, bul assaulted mea separalely. Some
policemen threw coid waler on me. At one stage a white man In a loather
jackel who was carrying a stethoscope was asked Dy a policeman 10 take my
pulse He dig 50 1 beheve e was a goclor, He sald to the police oficer. “lcan't
do anylhing aboul this person. He is heavily efectrocuted .

My case was caled shortly attor 2 pm. | was asssted rom the cell into the
gock by two prisoners. | was in considerable and obwious pain and giscomion.
| was lormaky charged with public violence and my case was remanded until
the 181h of Septembaer 1985 without ball.

| was visited on 6 September by wo attorneys, whom | 1old about the
assaults, torture and W treatment.

That night at about 7 or B pm | was assaulled again by & bleck policeman
who kicked Ihe soles of my feet and aisd Kicked me In the aréa of my nbcage.
Although this was nol done with consigerable force, 1l nevertheless caused
me a greal ceal of pain and agony when my feet wore kicked

On Satwday marming the 7th of September 1985 | was taken from tha police
cells to Frere Hospital where | was examined and treated.

CF (17)

Al about .30 on 3 Seplember 188S five iriends and | were standing along tho
Douglas Smith Highway when a hippo arrived. When 4 was aboul ten melres
away a shot was lired. We immediatoly ran because we were scared | ran inmo
a2 house in Mahlangeni Street 10 hige. Alter a while policemen walked inlo the
nouse and one said "Hier 18 nog een van hulle, e p. . ." (Mere is another one
of them, the c.. ),

One policeman grabbed me by my shirt and pulled me out of the house. Two
other policemen kicked my bullocks and legs. One of the policemean hid my
neck with the back of the gun it was a very hard knock Ha only hit me once in
this way.

A policeman 10id me 10 cilmb Into the ppo and Lo e on my stomach. As |
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was lying there they kicked me on the head and tramped on my neck. Wnen
the vehicle was maving, shols were fired from it 2t one point. It stopped and the
policemen brough! Iwo people Into the hippo. As we were driving one whila
policeman pointed a hand gun al the back of my head and s8/0 "As [y nie Owe
waarheid praal nie gaan ceselfda met jou gebeur.” (H you don't tell the truth
the same will happen 1o you). | said that | would takk the truth. The policeman
then 1oid the others nol 10 il me agan.

They took us to the Duncan Village police station. As we got off the hippo
and were about 10 go INto the pofice station they Mt ane of the men. Then | aiso
saw that the other man was shot in the back He was lying in the back of the
hippo. One of the policemen sald that he was dead. Another rephed Ihat he
was nol dead. They iaft him in the hippo

They took me inside, ook my name and my lingerpnnts. The policeman saxd
that they were holding me 1or public violence. The paliceman then showed me
a while man and 10id me that he was the captain The caplan came (o me and
asked me whather | belonged 10 a gangsier group and then smacked me.

| was then laken 10 1he celis and locked up with eloven other people. The
policemen left us there for the whole day. In the evening they cailed out our
names one by one We could hear how those who had been called screamed
Those who had been called did not come back 1o the same cell They were
taken to differert celis.

| was called by a policeman who | recognised He told me: “Vandag skeet ok
jou cood.” (Today | am going 10 shoot you dead), He pulled me inlo an office
and slapped my face with an open hand. He then said: "Julle wil die polsie se
huise ultbrand.” (You want 1o burn the houses of the police). So he stapped me
in the tace again, | said “Ong wil nie die polisie se hulse uitbrand ™ (We don'l
want to burn 1he houses of the police), He told me o lie ona bench which | oid
He then choked me with both his hands. | could not get any air to breathe and!
pushed him away. | then sat up. He slapped my tace again. He told me lo he
down again. | refused. The policeman then pushed me down again He
choked me again and | pushed him away.

Another policeman came in and sald “Los hom v my ~ (Leave him io him)
He 100k me 10 sncther office where there were two white policemen and a
tlack policermnan. As | walked in the black policeman grabbed my shirt front
and kneed ma in the groin. It was very painful

The same policeman told me Lo undress. | 100k somie of my clothing off. He
grabbed my neck with both hands and choked me. | could not breathe. My
tongue was hanging out and | fell down. He then told me to lake off all my
clothing. which | did | was told to ke on the bench agein. They hanocuffed my
hands under the bench They put a rope around my neck and lied the rope 1o
the banch. They aiso tied my legs together with my swealer. A green bag was
then put aver my head One policeman said “Was Jy al gen. . 7 Vandag gaan
ons jou goed n.. " (Have you been 5., . before? Today we are going 1o s .
you Ihoroughly?).

A pokceman sal on my head and hl me with his hands on my body. the white
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potceman askad me. “Wie het julie gestuur om petrol ta haal?  (Who sent you
1o teich petrol?). | tell two obpects against my body. | Shook and shuddered 1
el as 4 needles were gong thvough my body | screamed automalically. The
pokceman said. 'Dit is die Bantoes wat jou gestuur het. (it 1s the Bantus who
sent you), Because of 1he electric shock 1 8ai0, “Yes  They then asked me for
the names of these people | saidthat i @id not know. They shocked me agam |
jus! shouteg any names | cannot remember whose names | shouted They
shocked me for about ten mingtes oll and on

They then wanied 1o know where [he blacks weore mealing and | said that |
0 not know. They askeo agan and | repeated that | avd not know. They ha me
under my leet and shocked me. 11 was very painiul | was then loosened ana
laken back 10 a cell | was lell thera unlil | was taken 10 couwrl on 4 September
1985

The Crisis Cenire

On Tuasday, 13 August, the second day after the shootings bagan. tha Crisis
Centre was sel up a1 St Francis Xaviar Catholic Church in Petlarvilie 10 olfer
asssiance 10 Inose who needeo

The community immediately responded 1o the crisis »n Duncan Village
Volunteers came forward i large numbers 10 assist in vanous ways, while
donations of 100d, mondy and other thangs howed In. The church immeaiately
became a hwve ol activily, with up to 40 voluntears helpmg wih cooking,
Iransporiing tne wounded, irealhing them, taking stalements and aaminstenng
ihe Cenlre Help was oflered 24 hours @ day al times, and volunteers and
palients oflén siept on mallresses on the loor.

The trst and most urgent need was for lirst ad. Medical supplies ware
obitaned and @ makeshifl sickbay set up in the church’s commitiee room. A
great geal of assistance, in ihe form of Supples and the help of quanieg
nurses, came from the Mater Des Cathobc Hosptal, Doctors ant nurses came
lrom thare and elsewhore 10 assis! on a roster bass. Al timas, when the
stuaton In the township was particularly bad, qualitied medical help was
avalable throughou! the night. Al otner times, doctors and nurses were on call,
roady 10 come in it 1he need arose.

Pationts wore gathered n Duncan Village in the parish combi, which had
bean matked with taped red Crosses on the sides. Ths was nal without ds
dangers The combi was singled out 10r harrasamant by the securty 1oroes.
and o one incigent It was stoned Howsaver, when the volunteers o the comity
dentified themselyes as from the Centre, the Stoning stopped ana 1hey were
asssted 10 repar some damage caused

Mos! palients were irealed and aischarged. Tho overwnolmng ma Gty of
patienis seen had 1o be treated for gunshol wounds, which ware cleanea and
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aressed. Anli-tatanus injechons and meacathon such as pamkdars and ant.
DONCSs. were adminisiarned

Some pahents were kept for ohservabon overnighl It there were any
changes. 8 Joclor would be conlacied More sévare cases woereimmediately
ushed edher 10 Frere Hospdal o the Mater Der.

ASSiStance was also grven 1o people searching tar messing refatives. Allloo
ollen, thus meant fakng peole 1o moduanes al Frere Hospaal or the police
monuaty 8! Cambnoge 10 ientily bodies Sometimaos, people would be taken
thate looking for a redglve. but recognise somebody else as wiell Alihe same
tme, allempls wore maoe 10 Jdentity bogies o the monuary, In other cases,
mssing peopie weara lound 10 have been arrested by the police

Food was pravidod on a regular basa 10 familes o need. Thesa incluge
some whose treadwinne! was edher klled, injured or delanea Patients were
olsu lea at ihe centre as wih the volence in Duncan Vilage came real
dsruglions ol 1000 sUpphes 10 shops and homes there.

An impodant part ol the Centre s work was provigng legal assstance.
People wera charged with vanous olfences, and in most cases (he Cenlre was
able to sriange legal representation lof tham Anolhgr need was for ball
money, and there was lonunately money avalabile 10r Ihe pulpose.

Many wolims have & Qood chance succeeding with civil Cisims, for the foss
of depondants, damage |0 property or assaulls, lor nstance None of thuse
ciaims have yoel been Ned, but the Centre (8 working n this direction,

There has also boen a neod for praventive action Aninteraict prateciing the
Centre itselt from niledorence Dy 1he police was Sought. An nlenm oroer was
made by the Grahamstown Supreme Court, but 1he hinal hearing nas not ye!
been hold Inanother case, an imtenm order proleching JJoe Talam Jorgan lrom
lordure O asssault Dy 1he police was sought and granted, The malter was tater
gropped when he was released Other, similar coun apphcations are still bewng
prepared

Legal work aiso flowed om detenhons and arrests, whore 1he 1eason ano
piace ol delention had lo be established lor relalives In adddion, legal agvico
was soughl by resigents on & wide range of ssues, and they were assisied in
whalever way possbie

information was collecied about 1he events and devolopments in the town-
shvp. Statements were faken from all patients. uniess they were 100 sonously i
and had 1o be rushed 10 hospetal immediately. They were askod 10 describe
I Incidanis in which Ihey were inpured, and stanhistics were later compiled
aboul the type ol inunes, ireatment gven, missing persons, |alalibes eic In
some cases NONMMALoN Was passed on 10 JoUrNGlsts 'or pubicaton in 1he
press. Ths répon atso forms part of this work

Harrassment The Coentre came n lor a greal deal of hatfassmen! by he
pokce almos! rom e stan On Thursaay, August 15, police surrounded {he
church and al one stage itveatened 10 arres! anyone leaving il Lawyers were
called wha spoke 10 the police and ware given an assurance Ihal people were
l1ae 10 enter or leave the Cenire However, there were lear s that patients mign
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bomumdasmmmummumdpmﬁdpﬂimma
riol. Father John Jordaan was arrested as he lef! the Centre in the afternoon.
He was questioned for a few hours about the Centre, and then released

The Centre was raided twice, and the names of all those present were
laken. In the early evening, police returned again and arrested the only two
patients there at the ime, July Makwenkwe and Lindiswa Vaaltyn, confirming
earlier fears. hwwacmwmmm.bdthemwo
later dropped.

n momef'mdem.thooomblmuoppmmowwmmabymwm
lore the taped crosses off its side. A volunteer was threatenead that his mother,
mmalsoholphgalmocwro,wouldloseh«jobmmomnldpamy.

However, ihe Centre has been largely left alone since the interim interdict
was granted protecting it against police harassment

Other areas: Since the violence in Duncan Village has subsided. the Cenire
mmmwmmmmmuhao.mmgmlrm
villages like Kwelera and Tshabo Village near King William’s Town. A disturb-
ing feature has been the increase in patients from the Ciskel. particularly
Mcmll;lno. It seems unfortunately clear that thece will continue 1o be & need
for the Centre in the foreseeable future.

Statistics

The stalistics gven below were largely compied from statements given by
patients. Often, statements were incomplete because volunteers were 100
Mybumﬂmmmmmmmmmﬂ'adhum
Asaresult, tMiiguesdono‘pmlandloboscimiﬁc.Mmmadyaaum
indicalor.

Notes

Deaths: Al least 30 This represents the number of con-
frmed names the Centre has listea
However, there were other bodies seen
N Vanous moruanes and we belleve the

higure could be higher.

Injuries: 140 This can only be an estimate, based
on 1he number of people Ireated at the
Centre and at Frere There must have
been others who oblained help else-
where, or not a! alL
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Patients treated:
Crisis Centre: 740

Frere Hospial 600 The Frere bigure is an estimate ob-
lamned from a reliable source In the
hospital.

Treatment of Crisis Centre patients

Treated and discharged 107
Transferred 10 hospital 29
No detads 4

Types of wounds treated

Shot gun 107 The total will come to more than the

Rubber bullet 10 tolal number of patients treated be-

Sharp point ammunition 7 cause some suflered more than one

Burns 4 type of injury,

Other 14

No details 4

Was teargas usea?

Yes 16
No 107
No details 17
Was the victim shot or injured from a moving vehicle?
Yes 86
No 30
Don't know 16
NO dgetads 8
Injured by whom?

SADF 66
SAP 23
Other 3
Don’t know 37
NO detadl 7
SADF/SAP 4
Shootings

In house 6
In yard 14
in streot 5
Details unclear/No details 24

13



if shot in street

Alone or with one or 1wo others 18

Not part of crowd shol al 12

In a crowd, including 23 at prayer meeling 45
Chronology
Sunday 11/8 Mrs Victoria Mxenge., an assassinated Durban ol

11/8 Evening

Tuvesday 13/8

Wednescay 14/8

Thursday 15/8

Frday 16/8

nghls lawyer, 8 buried in Rayl, outside King Wilkam's
TYown. A Ciskel solgier dies after being stoned and set
alight after the funeral.

Violence erupts in DV. The next ihvee days see the
mos! inlense violence In the township. During this pernod,
all community councillors llee DV as their houses are
burned down. Other buldings burned includge ECDB offi-
ces, the Community Centre and beerhalis. Cars are over-
turned and set alight 10 form barricades as the police and
SADF respond with indiscriminale shootings. Out of con-
cern for thesr famaies and property, workers stay away from
work in large numbers,

A Crisis Centre is set up al St Francs Xavier Catholic
Church in Pefferville 10 assist viclims of the viclence medgdi-
cally and in other ways.

Police say that death toll 5o tar is five, but the Crisis Cenlre at
this stage has evidence of lar more.

Police death toll s now 6, but the Daiy Drspaich re-
ports having received reports of over 10 dead and over 50
wounded. A meeting, called by DV Residents Associalion
lor an end o the viclence, & allended by about 10000
peopile.

A day of rising police presence al the Crais Centre. Al
one stage, pokce threalen lo arrest anyone leaving the
Centre. Later, they raid the building and 1ake the names of
all those present. In the evening. they return (o arrest the
only two patients there at the time.

Police admat 19 deaths, not 6 as earker clameda, and
138 injunes since the begnning of 1ha week. No explana-
tion of the discréepancy is gwven
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Sunagy 18/8

Weanescay 21/8

Friday 23/8

Tuesgay 27/8

Weanescay 27/8

Thursday 29/8

Salurday 31/8

Sunday 1/9

Monday 2/9

Police open Tire a1 a group of people atlending a prayer
vl at the Gwiana Street home of one of the violence
wetims, Injuring 23. Police caim they dispersed a “mob of
black youths on an Begal march”. However, statements by
vichims all speak ol prayers being held while al least six
sad they had nothing o do with the mourning Among
Iheso are a 6-year-old child and a dea! and dumb chwd ol
nine, both of whom were playng In the street

Grahamstiown Supteme Court grants an inlerim inter-
gict, restraming the police lrom harrassing the Centra.

Factories and shops hit by an almost complete stay-
away ol its workiorce as thousands attend a memorial
service for the victims of 1he violence

Nalion-wide securty swoop on UDF leaders, in which
2 number of people are detained n East London. including
members of the Crisis Centre commitiee.

PW. Botha pays a secret visit 10 East London 10 be
triefed on the situation in Duncan Village, the consumer
and schools boycott and other malters. He pays tribute 10
the SAP and SADF for thair “dedscation and commament”

A number of meetings being heila 1or the violence vic-
lims are disrupled by security police lorce shootings

The government announces thal the whole of Duncan
Village is to be retained and the 89-year-leasehold system
is 1o apply in the township

An estimated 40 000 people attend the tuneral of the 18
victims of the shootings, including one infant. Sneeze pow-
der is found among the graves, bul is neutralised by cler-
gymen and marshalls with sand and water. After 1he burial,
a car smashes inlo a crowd of people walking home
towards Mdantsane, seriously injuring 11 people, one of
whom later cies. The car s atlacked and set abght. Two of
the white occupanis die. two are senously injured.

Arsonists hit the offices of SAAWU in town, but no
senous damage is caused The King Willlam's Town offi-
ces of Smuh, Van Heerden and Tabata, a legal firm han-
ging some of the work coming out of the Centre, is burgled
and some of the files are stolen, others burned.

Many reports of random shootings by the secunty
forces reach the Centre and 2 people shol dead are
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Wednesday 4/9

Fricay 6/9

Monday 5/9

Thursday 12/9

Satwtay 14/5

Thiusday 26/9

Fnoay 2749

Tuesday Oot 1

brought in, However, there 5 @ markod Orop M agdmissons
of inyured peocle amid suspicion that secunty forces are
gathenng up the wounded and taking 1hem olsewhare.

UDF issues a call tor an end 10 violence, saying tha! it
may harm the consumaer boycoll as supphes are nol geting
through to the township traders.

Delegation of clergymen, led by Catholic Bishop John
Murphy and Anghcan Bishop Kenneth Oram vist Dun-
can Vilage despie an allempl 10 block their party's
enity by secutity lofces. They speak 10 yictims and
that: familes and are shown the work of the Centre
Afterwards, they issue & stalement saying security
force actions are worsening the stuation

Grahamsiown Supreme Cournt grants Joe Tetan! Jor-
dan, 8 worker at the Cenlre who was detained and then
charged with pubic viclence, an inleract restraiming the
polkce from tortunng hirm.

Police and SADF seal oft sections of Duncan Village
and conduct a house-lo-nouse search Residenis afler-
wards say they were Bbuseg and some report thelts of
money curng 1he search

A magesienal orger placing severe restrictions on fun-
erais comes nto eflect. The crder, vaso until October 13
S&ys funerais may nol be held over weekends, may not be
atiengod by more than 50 peopie. may only be hald indoors
ano mournéss may nol Iravel 10 the cemetery on lool

East Longon s once again il by a worker stay-away
thal 1s aimost 100 percent eftectve. The stay-asway. which
lasts 10 Iwo Jays, s called (o abow residents 1o attend
lunerals of wclims of Iha vickence in Mdanisane angd Dun-
can Viage The lunerals could not be held over the wee-
rena as ongnally planned because ol the resinctions on
burals

Tne magistenal order resinclng black lunerals Is re-
vised sightly, ana extended to Octlober 25

The Duncan Village Church of the Assemblies of God
& burned by arsonists and the caretakers and lay preacher
siatbed fo cealh His son later blames thugs, sayng “orga-
nisalons involved n the siruggle™ have notheng 10 do with
1he muroer .
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