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Natal 
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A B O U T  170 N a t a l  
I w om en have backed  a 
j national petition calling 

for a lternative non-mili
ta ry  fo rm s of na tional 
service.

About 1 000 South Afri
can women had by yes
te rd ay  signed the p e ti
tion, M rs A nita K rom - 
berg told a Durban Press 
c o n fe re n c e  c a l l e d  by 
Women Against War. Si
m u ltaneous P re s s  con
ferences w ere held in Jo- 
h a n n e sb u rg  an d  C ape 
Town.

The women belong to 
several organisations but 
cam e  to g e th e r as indi-

•  v iduals faced  w ith the 
sam e problem, Professor 
Christine Lucia said.

M rs M illicen t T om s, 
m o th e r  of ja i le d  co n 
sc ien tio u s  o b je c to r  Dr 
Ivan Toms, w as a t  the 
D urban conference.

The women said young 
men should have the op
portun ity  to  decide for 
them selves what form  of 
n a t io n a l s e r v ic e  th e y  
should do, and it should 
be for the sam e length of 
tim e as m ilitary service.

Mrs Noreen Ramsden, 
wife of the dean of the 
Faculty of Law a t Dur- 
ban-Westville University, 
and Mrs Penny Haswell. 
wife of P ieterm aritzburg  
city councillor Rob Has
w e l l ,  s a id  th e y  h a d

Reporter

signed the petition.
Mrs Ram sden said  her 

son M ark had applied to 
do a lternative  service. If 
the Board for Religious 
O bjection  accep ted  h is 
application, he would do 
six  y e a r s ’ co m m u n ity  
service. If not, “his only 
a lte rn a tiv es  a s  a young 
m an of in teg rity  is six 
years in ja il or exile”.

“A period of six years’ 
c o m m u n ity  s e r v ic e  is 
pretty  harsh for someone 
who is 24, m arried , and 
whose wife is expecting 
their child in May. I do 
not know how they a re  
going to  su rv ive  on the 
pay of a p riv a te , about 
R660 a month.

“That baby will be six 
years old before m y son 
can support him or her. 
A fter five years’ univer
sity, he will now have to 
work under t h |  D epart
m en t of M anpow er fo r , 
six, years. He cannot es
ta b l is h  h im se lf  in  h is  
profession.”

Psychologist Miss Gill 
E a g le  sa id  young m en 
sh o u ld  be a llo w e d  to  
s e rv e  th e i r  co u n try  in 
ways tha t w ere in keep
ing with their own views 
and value systems.

Women in call for 
non-army service
P A li-Y  A&SPolitical Reporter •/*<■<*.
ABOUT 1 000 South Afri- 
c a n  w o m e n  t o d a y  
launched a petition call- 
ing fo r th e ir  husbands, 
s o n s ,  b r o t h e r s  a n d  
friends to be given the 
chance to do meaningful 
non-m ilitary form of na
tional service.

In Durban a Press con
ference called by Women 
A g a in st W ar w as to ld  
th a t 166 N a ta l w om en 
had so fa r  signed the pe
t i t io n .  T hey  in c lu d e d  
Noreen Ramsden, wife of 
the dean of the facu lty  
of law  a t Durban-W est- 
ville University, and Mrs 
Penny H asw ell. wife of 
P ie te rm a r i tz b u rg  c ity  
counciller, M r Rob Has
well.

S im u lta n e o u s  P r e s s  
conferences w ere sche

duled for Johannesburg  
and Cape Town.

"R e lig io u s  o b jec to rs  
are  punished by a m an
d a to r y  p e r io d  of so- 
ca lled  com m unity  s e r 
v ice ,"  said  spokesm an  
Ms Leigh Phipson.

“In reality  this means 
s ix  y e a r s  of c le r i c a l  
w ork in S ta te  d e p a r t 
ments with little oppor
tunity of making a m ean
ingful contribution to the 
community.

"We think (here must 
be b e tte r  a lte rn a tiv e s . 
We call for alternatives 
to m ilitary service which 
w ould  e n a b le  m en to  
se rv e  South A frica  in 
constructive  w ays such 
as true  com m unity se r
vice and in religious and 
welfare organisations."

Call (o r call-up 
alternatives

Mrs Millicent Toms, mother of conscien
tious objector Dr Ivan Toms, cuts a cake, 
calling for conscripts in South Africa to 
be given a choice. Yesterday a new  
g r o u p i n g ,  W o m e n  A g a i n s t  W a r ,  
launched a nationwide petition calling 

for alternatives to conscription.



------1 " iu u iw  o i conscientious
conference in Johannesburg organised 
compulsory m ilitary service.

objector Charles, addresses a media 
by m other* calling for a lternative* to

P ic t u j. :  R O B E R T  B O f M A

Mums query conscription
THE ‘ appalling” choices available to 
conscripts who did not wish to serve in 
the SADF were condemned yesterday 
by about 850 m others in three m ajor 
centres.

They also called for constructive al
ternatives to m ilitary  service.

The public declaration by the m oth
ers was in p art a response to the jailing 
of conscientious objectors Ivan Toms 
David Bruce and Charles B ester and 
cam e in the wake of last y ear’s declara
tion by 143 conscripts who refused to 
serve In the SADF.

In a statem ent read a t m edia confer
ences in Johannesburg, Cape Town and 
Durban, the m others supported those 
conscripts who questioned the role of

SYLVIA DU PLESSIS I
aiirf RICHARD BARTLETT

the SADF and shared their anguish.
They said this stand was not intended 

as a petition but as an appeal to women 
to see the demand for legal a lternatives 
to conscription as legitim ate.

They said: “Many young men wish to 
serve then- country but ask w hether the 
I* j  in the townships and beyond out- 
borders is defending the country they 
love or the system  of apartheid  ”

They wanted their sons to have the 
choice of serving in other ways. A lter
natives could include assisting in wel
fare organisations and running basic 
health program m es.
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Women call for alternative to army
S ta ff R ep o rte rs

W omen in Johannesburg , Cape 
Town and D urban yesterday  
ca lled  on the G overnm en t to p ro
vide a lte rn a tiv e s  to  m ilita ry  se r
v ice, during p ress conferences 
held  in the th ree  m a jo r cen tres.

The w om en stressed  they had 
com e toge ther as m others, wives, 
g irlfriends and sisters, not as 
m em b ers  of any  p a rtic u la r  o rgan i
sations.

At the C en tra l M ethodist Church 
in  Johannesburg , m others said in a 
s ta te m e n t th a t those young m en 
who refused  to  se rve  in the South 
A frican D efence F o rce  (SADF) 
should be p e rm itted  to  m ake  th e ir 
con tribu tion  to the nation  in non- 
punitive, construc tive  a lte rn a tiv e  
service.

The m essage contained in a pub
lic  dec la ra tion  signed in a ll th ree  
cen tre s  w as “give our sons a  
choice”.

M rs Ju d y  B ester, whose son is 
serv ing  a six -year ja il te rm  for re 
fusing to  go the a rm y , said  m oth

e rs  had the responsib ility  of incu l
ca ting  in them  the values upheld 
by th e ir society.

Speaking of her son, M rs B ester 
said: “Tw enty  tim es a  year, for 
h a lf an hour, I can  gaze a t  him  
through a g lass partition , I can  
speak  to him  through a m icro 
phone . . .

BOTHA WOULD NOT FIG H T
‘M ine is the u ltim a te  betrayal. 

B ecause of his accep tan ce  of m y 
teach ing , he refuses to  espouse 
v io len t repression . B ecause I 
tau g h t him  th a t m an  is equal in 
th e  sight of God, and, therefo re , 
has a  r igh t to  a say  in his own des
tiny, he is seen by the S ta te  to be 
a s  g re a t a th re a t to society  as the 
m ost hardened  of c rim in a ls .”

She said  th a t as a young m an  
P res id en t B otha had decided not 
to  f ig h t w h en  S ou th  A fr ic a  d e 
c la re d  w ar on G erm any  in 1939.

She said  M r B otha ava iled  h im 
se lf of the option not to fight, yet 
dem anded  the blind obedience of 
to d ay ’s young m en to se rve  in “his

D efence F o rc e ”.
•  At St G eorge’s C athedra l, in 
C ape Town, m ore  than  200 w om en 
called  fo r an  a lte rn a tiv e  to  com 
pulsory  m ilita ry  serv ice.

The m others said  in a s ta tem en t 
th a t  the F eb ru a ry  call-up  had 
ra ised  d ilem m as for them  because 
th e ir  sons w ere  faced  w ith con
sc rip tion  into the SADF.

"The choices fo r them  a re  pain
fu l,” the s ta tem en t read . “To leave j 
th e  country; to be sen t to  prison 
fo r six years; to live in the uncer- I 
ta in  w orld of evasion; or, as reli- I 
gious pacifists, to  face six y ea rs  of I 
G overnm en t se rv ice .”
•  In D urban, a group of w om en j 
ca llin g  them selves W omen i 
A gainst W ar launched a petition  
ca lling  for th e ir husbands, sons, 
b ro th e rs  and friends to  be given 
th e  chance to  do m eaningfu l non- i 
m ilita ry  form  of na tional service. |

In a sta tem en t, the group said  it 
dep lored  the effects of conscrip
tion  on the personal and profes
sional lives of thousands of m en 
and  the ir fam iliies.

M * Avril Hoepner, a Cape Town mother with two sons, addresses a press conference calling on tne 
government to provide alternatives to compulsory military service. More than 800 women around the

country attended simultaneous meetings.
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H U N D R E D S  of South A frican women 
this week called for an alternative to 
compulsory m ilitary service for white 
males at Press conferences held in Cape 
Town, Johannesburg and Durban.

The joint call, which was endorsed by 
more than 500 women, is the first public 
call for an end to conscription since last 
A ugust, when the governm ent restricted 
the End Conscription Cam paign.

The restrictions on .the ECC , in term s 
of em ergency regulaflons, by Law and 
O rder M inister A driaan Vlok silenced 
those calling for an alternative to com pul
sory m ilitary service.

The women said in a 
joint statem ent tha t this 
m onth’s call-up o f thou
sands of young white men 
had raised dilem m as for 
them  as m others because 
their sons were faced with 
c o n s c r ip t i o n  in to  th e  
SA D F. This heightened 
their concern.

“ We are deeply aw are of 
the traum atic  effect con
scription has on our sons.
For many there is no real 
choice. They serve -  
against their will -  but 
question what the SA D F  is 
doing in the townships and 
beyond our borders.

“ W c suffer with them  
when they experience em o
tional scarring and the con
stant fear of being m aimed 
or killed.”  they said.

They also suffered with their sons who 
chose not to serve in the arm y.

“The choices for them  are painful: to 
leave the country; to be sent to prison for 
six years: to live in the uncertain world of 
evasion: or, as religous pacifists or to face 
six years of governm ent service.”

They supported their sons through 
these choices, but they had to ask them 
selves: “ Is this what we raised them  for?”

They did not want to w atch their sons 
to grow up in a land torn by fear and 
violence, but yearned to see them  strive 
and take their place in building a strong 
and lasting peace.

“ Wc publicly declare our support for 
alternatives to compulsory m ilitary ser
vice.”

At C ape Town’s S t G eorge’s C athe
dral, four m others spoke o f the anguish 
and traum a their sons faced when decid
ing on the choices available to  them :

M other of three boys Scotty  Morton 
said all her sons had been unwillingly 
conscripted into the SA DF.

H er youngest son went straight into the 
arm y after leaving school in 1984.

“ I felt very unhappy about it because 
wc had not decided for certain  w hat 
career he intended to follow and he was 
legally obliged to go,” she said.

She noticed tha t her son's self image 
was being increasingly dam aged.

“ I felt powerless because lie was very 
far away and d idn 't want to talk about his 
experiences, preferring to go out with 
friends and forget what was happening.”

He called his family from hospital a fter 
eight months.

"H e had been in hospital for a week 
and was ‘bombed ou t’ on anti-depres
sants. We were never officialy informed

Plea for an 
alternative 
to SADF 
service

Mothers
against
military
call-up

of his hospitalisation. W hile he was still in 
hospital we learnt that troops, some of 
whom had done basics with him, had 
been sent into Scbokcng, a black town
ship near Johannesburg.

“ I was torn apart with concern on the 
one hand for what was happening to him 
and a sense of relief that he had not been 
forced into the townships as others had.

"Tow nship duty was not defending mv 
country from some foreign aggressive 
force. O ur sons were being used against 
unjust and discrim inatory laws right in1 
our own country.” M orton said.

He was transferred to Cape Town for 
medical reasons and spent the rest of his 
conscription undergoing psychotherapy.

“ He and I becam e increasingly politi
cally and morally aware of what was 
happening and loathing it, and our rela
tionship becam e very strained.”

She wondered why her son, who was 
“ psychologically dam aged by the arm y is 
still being called up. Do they want to 
destroy him by instalm ent?"

A nother m other, who wanted to remain 
anonymous, said her son had won a Ro
tary scholarship and had spent a year in 
A ustralia where he had met a  “ prominent 
person in ■exile".

A fter his return he went to university 
and was elected to the S tudents' R epre
sentative Council. At university he anil 
his friends discussed the arm y “ because 
they and their teachers are not allowed I > 
do so at high school".

W hen faced with going to the arm y her 
son went into exile.

Recently she wrote to a friend: “ He, 
like so many others, has gone -  not to 
return  until we have a peaceful future ”

Give our son's 
a choice — mums
A WEEK after thousands of conscripts began two years' 
army service, about 900 mothers throughout the 
country called on the government to provide an 
alternative to military service.

In Cape Town, Avril Hoepner, a mother of two sons, 
was one o f about 55 mothers who supported the call.

"Without alternative service many young men were 
faced with an impossible dilemma," she said.

Over 100 Cape Town women signed a statement 
asking that conscripts be given a choice.

A service for all who support the statement will take 
place aMhe Rosebank Methodist Church on Thursday

8 P^ p
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The Daily News
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Alternative service
FEW will disagree that South 
Africa needs the services of its 
young men for the defence of 
the country and the mainte
nance of law and order. Yet 
there is a growing minority 
group who, for political or reli-

• us reasons, are troubled by 
present system of compul

sory military service. A new 
group, Women Against War, is 
now circulating a petition call
ing for alternative, non-mili
tary forms of national service 
of the same duration as mili
tary service. The suggestion 
has merit.

Little purpose is served by

the lengthy imprisonment of 
conscientious objectors. They 
are not criminals; most are 
highly intelligent and often 
highly-qualified young men. A 
more flexible system could be 
created, one that might encom-* 
pass perhaps a Peace Corps- 
style unit. It could be used to 
uplift neglected areas and com
munities and provide objectors 
with the opportunity to perform 
a meaningful service. Not only 
would it help eliminate a sensi
tive problem, it would also con
siderably enhance the image of 
the Defence Force.
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IN Durban, Women Against War 
launched themselves with a tea party 
at which Millicent Toms, mother of 
Cape Town conscientious objector 
Ivan Toms, cut a massive cake iced 
with the words “Give them a  choice”.

This was a reference to the petition, 
signed by hundreds of women coun
trywide urging the government to 
give objectors “a meaningful choice" 
of alternative national service.

One of the women held up a colour 
photograph of her three-year-old son, 
saying she was bringing up her chil
dren to be peacemakers, not wagers 
of war.

A psychologist, who has counselled 
people involved in making decisions 
relating to the draft, said that training 
to kill, which formed part of military 
service, created or exacerbated per
sonality problems in many people.

She said it was particularly traumat
ic for young men sitting next to black

By CARMEL RICKARD

colleagues in lectures at universities 
or technikons to contemplate aggres
sion against them in the townships.

Another women spoke of the pain
ful separation from her brothers who 
had left the country to avoid military 
service. They would not have been 
eligible for religious objector status 
and were not prepared to spend “six 
wasted years in jail”.

She said they were both "highly tal
ented, skilled professionals who 
would dearly love to be sharing their 
skills with people in this country” .

A representative of the group said 
they felt that in taking this stand they 
were also identifying with black 
women whose families were deeply 
affected by South Africa’s continuing 
political conflict 

She said many white families were

placed in a dilemma by the present 
system, which gave people the option 
o f two years’ military service, six 
years' alternative service for those 
given strictly defined religious objec
tor status, or six years in jail.

She and others described family 
break-ups caused by young men 
leaving the country in preference to 
serving in the army or going to jail.

Part of their petition reads: "These 
are tenible choices and we think there 
must be better alternatives. We call 
for an alternative to military service 
which would enable men to serve 
South Africa in constructive ways, 
such as true community service in re
ligious and welfare organisations for 
the same length of time as national 
service.”

W AW  is ho ld ing  a non- 
denomi national service to pray for 
peace at St Mary’s, Greyville, tomor
row from 2pm to 3pm.

A reminder 
to PW: You 
too refused 
to fight

By CHARLOTTE BAUER

THE mother o f jailed conscientious 
objector Charles Bester at a press 
conference this week curtly reminded 
PW Botha that he had himself refused 
to Tight for ideological reasons when 
South Africa declared war on Germa
ny in 1939.

Judy Bester is one o f  hundreds of 
mothers around the country who have 
decided to follow their sons in pro
testing compulsory military service.

Saying she felt she was the one 
who had ultimately betrayed her son, 
currently serving a six-year prison 
sentence, Bester explained: "Because 
of his acceptance of my teaching, he 
refuses to espouse violent repression 

. because I taught him that man is 
equal in the sight of God and there
fore has a right to a say in his own 
destiny, he is seen by the state to be 
as great a threat to society as the most 
hardened of criminals ...

"Now, 20 times a year, for half an 
hour, 1 can gaze at him through a 
glass partition...”

Urging the institution o f  “con
structive, non-punitive alternatives to 
obligatory m ilitary serv ice” , the 
women, who announced their pur
pose at simultaneous press conferenc
es in Johannesburg, D urban and 
Cape Town, are responding in part to 
the heavy prison terms meted out to 
objectors recently.

Stressing that they are not affiliated 
to any political grouping, the women 
said their statement was intended to 
“signal to our youth that we have not 
abandoned to them the entire question 
of war and peace in South Africa”.

Under the banner “Give our sons a 
choice”, they believe there should be 
other forms of national service which 
enable "young men to fulfil the values 
that they have learned in their homes, 
rather than deny these principles".

To this end, they beiieve, there 
should be:

•S e rv ice  options which defuse ra
cial polarisation and make a meaning
ful contribution towards building a 
common, non-racial society

•  Options which will ensure that 
young people will contribute their tal
ents for the communal good rather

Not old enough to worry about the call-up yet, what this 
toddler didn't know was that his and other mothers met In 
the hope that he never would. Gil de Vlleg Is the speaker

Plctura: ANNA ZIEUINSKI, Afripl*

than abandon the country in which 
they were reared

•  Options that ensure families are 
not torn apart by exile or jail.

Judy Bester pointed out that, de
spite PW Botha’s decision not to 
fight in World War II against Germa
ny, he still demanded the "blind obe
dience of today’s young men to serve 
in his defence force.

“Now," she said, “military service 
is deemed a sacred national duty and

not to take part is said to be unmanly, 
cowardly and morally decadent.”

In its statement the group suggested 
that "instead of our young men being 
embroiled in moral conflict, civil 
strife, fear and violence, we want 
them to have the choice of serving in 
other ways.

"W ithout this choice South Africa 
loses their skills and contribution to a 
free, open and peaceful future for all. 
We cannot afford this loss.”

An iced cake leads a protest at war
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C o n sc rip tio n  h a s  n ev e r 
b een  as easy  a s  a m a tte r  
o f  s e p a ra tin g  th e  m en  
from  th e  boys.

As long  as th e  h is to ry  
o f w ars b e tw een  p eo p le  
as long is th e  lis t  o f p e r- 
xectly m a sc u lin e  m ales 
who re fu se d  to  serve  
u n d e r  g e n e ra ls  an d  com 
m an d e rs  — n o t b ecau se  
they  w e re  a fra id  o f  th e  
sound  o f  b u lle ts  and  no t 
b e c a u se  th e y  co u ld  no t 
b e a r  th e  th o u g h t o f b e 
ing  k illed , b u t b ecau se  
they  cou ld  n o t id en tify  
w ith th e  c a u se  th e  w ar 

> stood for.
T hey w ere  no  le s s e r  

p a tr io ts  th an  th e  m en 
w ho d e c id e d  to  fight; 
they  d id  no t love th e i r  
co un try  less; th ey  ju s t 
b e liev ed  in th e i r  r ig h t to 
m ake th e  d e c is io n  to 
fight o r  no t to  fight.

L ike P. W. B otha. H e 
re fu sed  to be  p a r t  o f  an  
arm y w ho d e c la re d  w ar 
on N azi G erm any  in  1939 
for id eo lo g ica l reaso n s. 
H e could  no t id en tify  
h im se lf  w ith  th e  cause  
o f  th e  w ar, so h e  re fu sed  
to  fight.

F ifty  y e a rs  la t e r  p lea s  
by a new  vo ice  in  th e  
c o n sc rip tio n  d e b a te  — 
th a t o f th e  S ou th  A frican  
w om en — to  g ive th e ir  
loved o n es th e  sam e 
choice , seem  to  fa ll on 
d e a f  ea rs .

to  th e  p re s e n t c o n sc r ip 
tio n  system  — w an ts to 
p ro v id e  a p la tfo rm  fo r 
su p p o r t a n d  it  w ill co n 
tin u e  to in v es tig a te  and  
suggest a lte rn a tiv e s  to 
th e  p re s e n t two y e a r  
co m p u lso ry  system  o f 
m ilita ry  se rv ice .

“We w an t to  c re a te  an  
a w a re n e ss  o f  th e  d i
lem m a young m en find  
th em se lv es  in  w hen  it is 
ca ll-u p  tim e.

“We a re  no t ag a in s t 
o u r  sons se rv in g  th e i r  
co u n try ,” e x p la in s  one 
c o n ce rn ed  m o th e r. “We 
ju s t  w an t them  to have  a 
ch o ice  in  how  they  
w ould  lik e  to se rv e ."

She is one o f  a g roup  
o f  w om en in  E a s t L on
don  w ho h ave  s ta r te d  a 
su p p o r t g ro u p  fo r co n s
c rip ts , m o th e rs  o f co n s
c rip ts , w ives o f c o n s
c r ip ts  — “ in fac t anyone 
w ho is a ffec ted  by th e  
p re s e n t c o n sc r ip t sys
tem  in som e w ay.”

T he g roup , fo rm ed 
e a r l ie r  th is  y e a r  — w hen  
esp ec ia lly  m o th e rs  o f 
co n sc rip ts  cam e  out 
strong ly  fo r a lte rn a tiv e s

"A lo t o f  boys grow  up 
in  a m ore  ‘o p e n ’ e n 
v iro n m en t th e se  days 
w h e re  th ey  a re  ex posed  
to  th e  a sp ira tio n s  o f 
o th e r  ra c e  g roups. Som e 
s ta r t  to  q u e s tio n  th e i r  
ro le  in  p ro te c tin g  w hat 
th ey  p e rc e iv e  as an  u n 
ju s t  system . ‘How can  we 
go in to  th e  tow nsh ip s 
a n d  figh t o u r co m p a
tr io ts  w hen  w hat they  
a re  figh ting  fo r is th e  
basic  h u m an  rig h t to be 
a fu ll c itiz en  o f th e  co u n 
try  th ey  w ere  b o rn  in? ,' 
they  ask  o f us.

“We a re  m o th e rs  w ho 
fee l th e  p a in  o f  o u r  c h il
d re n  an d  we w an t to  do 
so m eth in g  to h e lp  
th em .”

T he  re a so n  fo r th e  
p a in  becom es obvious 
w hen  you look a t th e  op
tions som eone  h as who 
d o es n o t w an t to  go to 
th e  arm y.

A p e rso n  can  ap p ly  to 
th e  B o ard  fo r R e lig ious 
O b jec to rs  fo r re lig io u s  
o b je c to r s ta tu s  in  one  o f 
th re e  ca te g o rie s : A1 
w hich  is to se rv e  as a 
non -co m b a tan t in  SA Df 
u n ifo rm  w ith o u t c a rry 
ing  a w eapon  fo r th e  
n o rm al tw o-year p erio d ; 
A2 w hich  is to  se rv e  as a 
n o n -u n ifo rm ed  non-com 
b a ta n t in  a m a in te n a n c e  
c ap ac ity  fo r one  an d  a 
h a lf  tim es  th e  n o rm al 
ca ll-u p  tim e; A3 w hich is 
to  se rv e  in  a lte rn a tiv e  
n o n -m ilita ry  se rv ice  in  a

governm en t o r  m u n ic i
p a l d e p a r tm e n t fo r six  
c o n tin u o u s y ears .

T h e re  a re  o th e r  op 
tions am ong w h ich  a re : 
he  can  go to ja i l  fo r six  
y ea rs  on a c r im in a l 
ch a rg e  o r  he  can  go in to  
p e rm a n e n t ex ile .

N one o f  th e s e  o p tio n s  
a re  a c c e p ta b le  to  m any  
South  A frican  m o th e rs  
w ho have d e m a n d e d  on 
a n u m b e r o f  occasio n s 
th is  p a s t y ea r: G ive o u r  
sons a choice .

T he  voice o f  w om en in  
th e  c o n sc r ip tio n  is su e  is 
a new  one. “W ho -would 
ex p ec t a m o th e r  to  o p en  
h e r  m outh  a b o u t c o n s
c rip tio n ,"  one  o f  th e  
E ast L ondon m o th e rs  
said . “M others have  
b een  igno red  a ll  th e s e  
y e a rs  on th e  a ssu m p tio n  
th a t they  a re  sa tis f ie d  
w ith w hat is h a p p e n in g  
to th e i r  boys.”

A p p a ren tly  from  
g ro u p s and  in i tia tiv e s  
th a t a re  s ta r tin g  a ll over 
th e  coun try  th is  w as 
n ev e r th e  case . T he  
h a rsh  se n te n c e s  p a sse d  
on ob jec to rs  C h a rle s  Be- 
s te r, D avid B ru ce  an d  
Ivan  Tom s ju s t  m oved 
them  from  c lo se t p ro te s 
to rs  in to  th e  o p en  to  
s ta n d  up  fo r w h a t th ey  
b e liev e  is th e  in a l ie n a 
b le  rig h t o f th e i r  so n s  to  
m ake th e i r  own ch o ice s  
in  life  — w hich in c lu d e s  
m ilita ry  co n sc rip tio n .

C h a rle s  sa id  a t a p u b lic  
m ee tin g  ea rly  th is year.

‘ W hat if, w hen h e  is 
faced  w ith  th e  issu e  of 
m ilita ry  se rv ice  in  the  
c o n tro v e rs ia l co n tex t of 
th e  c u r r e n t  Sou th  A fri
c an  co n flic t, he  d ec id e s  
th a t he  co u ld  n o t tak e  
p a r t? ”

In  th e  p re s e n t system  
th a t  m akes h im  a c r im i
nal. L ike C h arle s  h e  
faces six  y e a rs  in ja il.

PTh® re s u lt  is, says one  
ot th e  o th e r  m o thers, 
th a t som e o f o u r b es t 
b ra in s , b u t m ore  im p o rt
an t, som e o f  o u r  m ost 
se n s itiv e  c h a ra c te rs , 
em ig ra te . T hey  go in to  
ex ile  ro b b in g  South  
A frica  o f  its  g re a te s t re - • 
so u rc e  — hum an  p o te n 
tia l.

T h ese  m o th e rs  b e 
lie v e  th e r e  is a n o th e r
way.

“T h e re  sh o u ld  b e  a 
ch o ice  b e tw een  m ilita ry  
se rv ic e  a n d  g e n u in e
com m un ity  se rv ice  __
se rv ic e  to  m ee t basic  h u 
m an  n e e d s  w ithou t 
w h ich  th e r e  can  be no 
la s tin g  p e a c e  o r  s ta b il
ity .”

r? '  -

m m

“T h e re  a re  m any  w ays 
to  se rve  th e  coun try . O ur 
boys a re  no t try in g  to 
d u ck  se rv ice , b u t they  
can n o t a sso c ia te  th e m 
selves w ith w h a t th e  
SA D F c la im s th e y  a re  
figh ting  fo r o r  p ro te c t
ing ,” one o f th e  w om en 
said .

“ In  a lm ost ev ery  m o
m en t o f every  day, by 
though t and  ac tio n , we 
w eave a ro u n d  o u r  sons a 
fab ric  o f sound  m o ra lity  
an d  e th ics an d  a c c e p t
a b le  soc ia l b e h a v io u r ,” 
J u d y  B ester, m o th e r  o f

T h ese  se rv ices, th e  
m o th e rs  say, can  in c lu d e  
going o u t in to  th e  com 
m u n ity  to b u ild  houses; 
a s s is t w e lfa re  o rg an isa 
tio n s; a d m in is te r  fe e d 
ing  sch em es; ru n  b asic  
f ^ a l th  p rogram m es.

“L et th em  w ork h ard . 
L e t th em  do  so fo r a 
p e r io d  e q u a l to  m ilita ry  
se rv ic e  b u t w ith  th e  
sam e  reco g n itio n  an d  
b re a k s  in  th e i r  se rv ice  ” 
is th e  p lea .

T he  E a s t L ondon  su p 
p o rt g ro u p 's  f irs t  p r io r
ity is to  re a c h  and  in- 
v° lve ev ery  w om an 
a tte c te d  by co n sc rip tio n  
in  th e  a rea .

“ We w an t to  form  a 
n e tw o rk  o f  su p p o rt. We 
w an t o u r  sons to have a 
ch o ice ."
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