
m i

NOTES ON A MEETING HELD OK SATURDAY AUGUST 25th, 132?
AT TRANSVA/L !BOY SCOUTS' ASSOCIATION H. Q,, OFFICES.

Fresent: Sir Alfred Pickford, Commissioner for Oversea 
Sc cuts 4 Messrs. JT^nk Raleigh, F .H ,  Hodgkinscn. 

J .H .T .  Weber, L .M .  Briggs, A.W, Marris. represent
ing the Scouts' Association, and the Revs. W.A. 
Palmer, VJ. E. '/ilkinson, S. P. Wood f ie ld ,  :Iigg3 . 
gather Osmond "Victor, Mr. Ashton Keyes. represent
ing the J.-jr.tive and Coloured Communities sud the 
"Pathfinders

> -» V ?. cs l *f

The Meeting v;as called at the instance of the "Pathf; nders" 

to consider t :e  relationship of that Crganisatidr: 
to the Imperial Scout Headquarters, London.

The Rev. Palmer pointed out that Scouting had been extended

to natives and coloured peoplas after co isjderable 
discussion and by a mutual compromise under which 

1^ or‘??r t0 aTroid any Possibility  of detrimentally 
raovem2nt among the European boys, 

the Pathfinders" took that name instead of 

Sccut accepted a different  uniform, different 
badges, and in  general avoided anythin*? that misht

Z l i l l l T a ieTB^ ine- U  S f f
S f i ™ L  ~ accePted this arrangement and
confirmed it .  Great surprise was therefore felt

a !  S 08 lr' the " Scouter •• of March 1923. which 

tha+6thP nr the London Executive did net consider 
••inripr ?+ Fatnfin  e r " organisation came in anvwa- 
thp m-d '?uJ 1£(ilction. Hence it appeared oha+*

I h t  i n t ’ rpH+fiers ' were to be pena] isol -eoause in
nsreed tn !  0i " he " u:-’°?ean population tney hnd 
S? Iff - * cc^ r o m i s e  insteed of d emnncinc ve

under tie Scout Law and L-ondoi Regulations

accruing^herefromf forrc> and all the p u .fi * ^ i t .

of, Imperial Headquarters. --  -o.Uio^.

Council h»d d e flii? f , BcYe!lber ls22-. the ttceouttv*

formeraa Q c ^ ? a ^ e ° UtiJe u*d ap?ar?n^  r e v e k e ft h e i?

it had not been

some c1puse°had been *®suJ?e . that on investigation

^ io h h a d U8L « L ^ 1 L d f0S s 1c h ^ eRoy/ ' 1t?h! r;'9r
he would think th - thp Si + i ?• ?8 o f .attitude, but 

other a f f i l i a te d  W m  s u J h ' . f * h *  TT* i"* RB

Hxecutive^ecieiof ew-Wi ? 0, '“ it* ol° ”  ^  ’ h i-
H .4 . on » r i ^ A  . S I * ,  ^
a ^ i l a b l e  for everv bov i - th€ •■•oriT" ’ n'? *howW te 
O f  colour, rnce relin-iJr „ V :  ;  reT^roless 

was an unalterable position w  6fy 03n * Scout”

^ P t  within the bound4ri t s £  T e l e S f  ̂ l o T



For

;ut out the
jor.c or. would at
. cuttinp: at a

and rules, London does not interfere, 
instance, i f  a proposal were :n;-:.de to 
Promise to "'^o my duty to God" 
once .interfere for that v,ould 
toot principal of the overrent.

In South Africa he realised there were 
great d i f f ic u lt ie s  in applying the principal he 
had ref  err oc torn Of "3v«iy“ boy a Scout",  and hu 
felt that ir. arriving at ~ modus vivendi there 
had "been much give and take, much compromise on 

both sides. It was feasible for the section 
most directly interested in the native and coloured 
’"or.c to take the h.i/ifc line* it. wss feasible for the 

Government, for .'the Governor-General, vho \ as alsc 
Chief Scout, to take the high line  o f  di^ectlv 
forbidding any formation of Scouts or similar" 
organisations, and therefore toth sides had been 
faced with the practical question, whieh was the 
better of two alternatives ? and with the spirit  
that is charactr rustic o ' the ‘iovement, a satis
factory way cut had been found. "here could be 
no doubt that ultimately n a t i v e  and coloured 
Scout Trocp^ wot, id come, because +1-er ex id•' 
elsewhere, hut it would take time. ‘ U i t ^ t e l v  
the Snirit  ----- . . .
pr e j v.d ice. 
six years he 
the position 

As t o 
to knov, did 
inj ure 
raent ?

Scouting would break down caste
t was doing it in India where for 

had fought for the Indian hoy. Now 
there was fa irly  satisfactory, 

tne present ooeition, he would like 
non-recognition bv London really 

he Pat.'ii.inders, ercep•; perhaps in renti-

Rev. Woodfield explained that in the native mind this non- 

recognition did constitu+e a real injury. One 
o. tne great movements of recent years was the 
awakening of national conscience. In the' Scout 
movement the native - pr-rents rather than children 
saw one world-wide brotherhood under which they 
recei-.eo. a recognition that put them nationallv

of ° ther races- London's decision
deDtr°yed this at a b'.ow, said in 

t fou are not recognised : you are not 
acceptable to the brotherhood” ; it dealt a blow

*+ r3plal and J'-tional pride, and left them'merely 
at the mercy of •? Transvaal local n o w n  8iy 
They had no complaint of their treatment by’ the 
Tr.*ns\ anl Council, on the contrary they creatlv

then6and tfpthe 3‘Vr" Dathetic consideration accorded 
fu^Sre l i n e  ?” « tance rendered, hut at some ' 

changed i t ’ pers°Uno1 of the 

party might doninate^he''^ou^c’-1 ' ^  ^ ^ J h e t i c
the native was one 0-f - -A ract that
-as a oo-erfuT + %°0* orS *«L «t lo n
that WPS for -V,;*: • . adoption of a code 
well-being. ' ‘ spiritu'’1 : cental, and physical

Palmer confirmed t^e trempnri _u

look Of the n-twa * ^  ln the ment*l cut-
Who had worked amoAg V ' ^ e J f  astounded those
pointed out the dm .% r  ' n r  ( y years ago. He 

not controlled bv t1 a r'cr>” + '1CepG/1^eat associations 
« a l  danger, o n e « d the

work among European b o y s / ’ tjiereiu to the

Rev. Higgs enquired as to the r,oq1 + 1n„ . _
-* position in jgypt and the Soudan,

Re-:



Sir Alfred Pickford admitted that so far a3 the Soudan was 
Concerned the position was at oresent hopeless 
p.nd nothing ’•''•as b nine done. He then explained 
the wonder ful process of assiia*. 1 r. t i jq going on in 
India, instancing cases of h i c a s t e  Indians 
actually rendering practical active help to the 
1 0’vest caste of coolies. Tney had c- ses o:? real 
feallantry perfonred by one, for the other, a thing 
regarded as an absolute inpossibilit:-' fe •' years 
ag6. He instanced cases of int ernuugli:*g and 
association at Rajput monthly rallies. Scouting 
was even affecting ChiId-marriage.

He was entirely sympathe\j c. i i desired he 
would cable Lead on to as3c why this action had been 
u.-..ken, cn. iie t. ougnt it might 3c aor-e -*atisfsctory 
i f  they would Lea’ve the matter in air hands for 
action on his retcrn to I.cndcn.

General conversation on numerous aspects cf the native and 
col orred quest.’. on -.oolr place and then

Rev. Higgs expressed himself as confident that sooner or 
later the South African prejudice would dip and 

tne Scout work among their people recerve recognit- 
i on, he was content to work ano wai t .

Rev. Woodfield -oiced the thanks of the deputation f/vr sir

A lfred 's  sympathetic attitude;  they quite realised 
his d i f f ic u lt ie s ,  and moved that the matter be left  
in his hands.

Unanimously agreed to.

A . W. MARRIS.

J OHAHHESBURS, 
4 /9 /2 3 .

Secretary.
Transvaal Scout Council.
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