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sufficiently ac uainted With the que tion (i . e . Mspute about 
Vleyfontein and Polfontein) and doe not oonsider himself able to 
rrive t a just conolusion in regard to it9 Viewing the uncertainty 

of the absolute rights of both p' rtie , His Exoellenoy would prefer 
that aD arrangement equitable to both shoul d be arrived at through 
the medi tiOD of _the Oommissioner at Lichtenbur t pending ultimate .... 
action by the High Commis iOD r. 

In his pers! t ent ay ontsh1 
iJBragraph whi'oh e did not admit, 

foll 'owed up the 
d in nswering it 

day whilst in "Pretoria wrote : "fIis Exe llenoy must hav b en 
iainformed if 'he t h'lnks t hat I would a o£ in any ay in oppo i tion 

to Ber a jesty ' s Government. I h ve 1 , ye fely ' nd do yet feel 
the mo t sinoere regard for H r ~, . ,aj es t y. s rule in South fri es , 
and as f r sloan, ill endeavour to support her rule. I believe \ 
hat I have done h s b en th the conourrenoe of Her jesty· s 

representative at the Diamond ield " I m plaoed in 8 most 
unsatisf ctory position. I ish to do right, but I he r nothing . 

I 

• ••• •••• • )1 h va reoeived no y letters . " okno ledgment to 

ontsh1 
satisfaotion, A 

had returbed to 
to him 1nquiring 
promised vjsit." 

returned to afikeng without having reoeived 
-soon as he knew that Sir Tl11bplt'11us Shepstone 
;oria from the Zulu border. ad~es8ed a letter 

" hen he might exoept the honour of < *,~ cellency ' f 

"Your , oe11eooy S ohief must , see ,the way your peo-ple treat 
~--:--=--

mine They look upon us as game' or wild anima s . I Wish to honour 
the law of pe oe • ••• but th ee people ho are or ting disturbanoe 
and be ,ting others, under hi.Qh 1 1'1 do 'they live~ aka th1ngs 
*igbt 8 ohief: Remove ~he e people from mongst us: Turn out 
t hese evil doers ._ I_ have b en most patient and long-aatfering ,I. - --- -
in trying to honour Your Exoellency' s Government , but nothing is 
b icg done (for E) " " 

In two 1'1 eks ' time (30th r roh 1878) a reply oam that "th 
existance of serious question on the Zulu order had pr ev.Dtea 
Hi s oellency fro ~siting ontsh1 a ' s ne1g bourhood t but that 
he h d resolve4 upo sending qualified commissioner to ex wine 
into the questions pending and report. so th t His . Excellenoy, 
oould mak fin 1 dec18ion. . . 

Shep tone 1 tel' wrote to on,tshiwa" regretting that he had no~ 
s yet been ble to roours a man suffioiently qualified ,to inquire 

into ontshiws ' diffioulties an4 the trouble in the border. 
He int1mated, however that h had requested hi son j~ 
Shepstone , Secret ry for N tive Affairs in Pretoria to visit the 

chief to have open discussion with bim~ so that from hi Hi 
I 

Exoellenoy may 1 arn mor of ontshiwa ' s position , oountry and 
Wishes . 

Suoh ••••••••• / 



Ple se give a permit fOl them 0 I have bO ammunition aDd cannot 
protect ~ country ebd frie a. I have also opened my country 
to all an any troops that may come, lid I shall help them as auoh 
as I caD . " 



'1 . 1 . 

4 t U~ , 11ity • \ 

a Jj 

..1.0 

) ur (1 0 

h 

• 
o • 



• 

1 10 • 
1 

• 

t1 

-
i 

1 0 

Q 0 

, 
., ... 1/ • n 

, 
, 

1'1 • 
0 1., t • f ' , 0 

in 

t o • th 

r ' • 

rl 1-

n Ll 

1 h ie 

-



rights, it cannot allow Montshiwa , a petty chief under Moshete to 
infringe on such rights by deeds of aggression . Montshiwa ' s peopl~ 
must therefore leave those farms before 9 a . m. on Tuesday next. If 
not;then Montshiwa will ~iii be considered as wishing to provoke 
hostilitie~ and his people will be f orcibly driven from those places 
if still found on them after the .expiration of the said time . II 

(~1~ CD On the 12th of January 1875, Montshiwa again wrote to the 
Lieutenant Governor Richard Southey: Great Chief , I write to acquaint 
your Excellency of the great trials that I am subjected to from the 
chief Thlatlaba being brought to Polfontein to reside there by the 
instructions of the Boers. In consequence of the repeated threats of 
the Boers , my nephew Israel Molema and my brother Saane and the}r 
followers have been compelled to leave those places and their re~tging 
corn to the mercy of strangers at Polfontein and Vleyfontein ~T~ . 
respecti vely . )[171/;/6/~ .. ~,.;:;::;~~~ 

(J) And~W~anYOn ~6/6/18i6/Admini~trator of Griqualand West ; 
IIEncroachments are taking place daily regardless of the Keate Award 
and in open d~fiance of the same ••••..•• The Boers are stre~thening 
their position with the hope of having their claims confirmed by the 
Bri tish Government . This is entirely at variance with my wish . " ~--..~.......-_ 

~ On the 20th August 1875 while President Burgers was in Europe 
raising loans for his Delagoa Railway scheme a letter was addressed 
!lAaan l\1otsioh" by S. Swart State Secretary of the South African 
Republic instructed by Pi et J . Joubert Acting President to warn 
Montshiwa against interfering with Matj avi' s (Matlaba ' s) people who 
are subjects of the Republic . 

The personal re.lations that existed between the chief Montshiwa 
and the representatives of the British Government at Kimberley were 
those of mutual esteem , respect and f riendship that took the chill 
of officialdom and formality from their intercourse . 

Thus on the 2nd of October 181 5 , Richard Southey Lieutenant 
Governor of Griqualand West writes, for example : 

liMy Friend Montshiwa , 
It had given me much pain to he ar of the trouble and 

annoyance to which you have been subjected , and at the same time to 
feel that I was powerless to render you effective assistance . 

As I always told you , nothing could be done without the 
authority of Her Majesty ' s Government in England, and I also stated 
that Her Majesty did not wish to extend her jurisdiction i n South 
Africa , and now feel it is useless to hope for any . 

I am sending you a few articles by Israel (Molema) , which 
you wiil use in remembrance of me , and I receiv ed , with thanks , the 
kaross you sent me . II 

These letters of Montshiwa W ·'the . pfjficials of the British 

Government •••••. / 

/ 
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Burgers: President of Transvaal) . I 1i8h to ask you - Iby do you 
encroach on my territory as you are doing at Bodibe? Bodibe as 
ell as the country adjoining is my territory . " 

To thiS ,. President lrur er replied from Polfontein on the 
18th in Hollan4ach: " an Kapi teln onsu: , 

Ik moet u thans ~ •• kennisgeven d t ik iut kraoht van eene 
conoessie aan mij Gouvernment gedaal1 door bet groot opperhoofd 
'. oshette en eiga andere kapi teina die aleen onde~damen van die 
Republiekzijn geworden eoowel ala uit kracht van de regm tige 
sanapraken van mijn Gouvernment op territorial g zag 1n ean gedeo1te 
van dit land volkomen aan praak mask op het oppergezag in di t 
gewest . .. .. . 

Ik behoof '-biet t e • ggen dat daar volge uwe eigen 
verklaaring zoowel als ie van Moroko te Bloehof , oshete het hoofd 

"')'\; 

slIer rolongo ia t en d t ik en bezit het v 1 al 1'n regten Diet 
erkennen ken dat gij of iem nd anders heteen1g hobdd van dit land 
zijt . " , . 

Crf2) /' ' In ) the ~ of 1876 ontsh1W8 ~ his tribe 'at last left 
/ tloshaneng and returned to their tr d1 tional home on the olopo 

('; River fter an ,absenoe of 23 years . It had been ontshiws ' s 
j , 

\. intention to makEL.,his c pi tal at l'hit b ,ne on hi , relinquishing 
\ oshaneng, but he had been forest lled by skgobi who had settled 
\ 

1 there in 1872 . 

\ Leaving oshaneng in September 1876 in oy wagon . nd 
I driving 1 rge herds of cattle , t he tribe , about 10. 000 strong 
I 

I passed by elokolela , Tsoaneng, Janeng, and crossed the 

)
' Ramatlab me spruit c 'oae to its confluence itH e olopo and 

. halted at anawans - a sandy plain a little to the east of Di soeng 
whero resided the Batlhware of ~ssibi . rem here heraldf,J nd 

\, 
\ officers of wards were sent forward to make alloe tions' at Sehuba 
\ according to previously o.zor nged plans . fter tarrying for bout 
\ 

\ six weeks at ~ana ana " ontshiwa completed the journey of 20 miles 
\ to Mafikeng and another 6 miles beyon~ it to Sehube, where he 

made hie capital about balfway bet een olem ' s town of afikeng 
and the Rapulana~'ll • of Lotlhakan . Sehuba a flat and 
stony terr in devoid of trees or shelter of any kind. It is i n 
every y unsuitable for the settlement o.f a large population 
such as ontshi~ ' s was , and one onders why it as chosen in 
preference to 00 m py more be tiful sites . 

ontshi a was no in a position to exercise his authority 
at close range upon his rec lcitrant subjects a.t Lotlhakane . 

~ThiS a ttempt was 
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A :t;ew days after , M. Pretorius and Paul Kruger l ed an army t o invade 

t he Free State to force the issue of union . In t his Transvaal force 

numbering t hree hundred men , and with Paul Kruger as one of the 
commandi ng officers , one would naturally expect Piet Cronje , thirstine 

as he was for a baptism of fire and military distinction , t o be one 

of the first and most enthusiastic volunteers . But Cronje had 

conscienci ous scruples which decided him against jOining. He refused 

to take part in what he consideFed a fratricidal war (Herinneringen , 

Brandwag 15/8/1913) . 

On the opposite banks of the Rhenoster River the Transvaal and 
the Free State forces faced each other , but at the critical juncture , 

neither fired a shot. Pretorius and Kruger , doubtfUlj Of their 
kinsmen ' s blood , and seeing no useful purpose in fighting and less 
hope for their side , hoisted a flag of t ruce, re - crossed the Vaal, 
and returned to Potchefstroom. 

The Story bears a remarkable resemblance to an incident in the 

"Great Viar" in the Hahabarata - the great Hindu epic , when the 

Pandavas afd the Kuaravas , facin~ each other for battle on the 
Kurukshetra field were sie zed witb mutual dread , and each army 

trembled at the sight of their oBPonents , and dismayed at the t hought 
of slaying their kinsmen , desire~ reconciliation . 

! 

At the beginning of the year 1857 Piet Cronje had made the 

acquaintance of Hester Susana , daughter of Johannes Hendrik Visser 
popularly known as Jan Boomplaas because of his distinguished bravery 

at the Battle of Boomplaats(1848~ one of the neighbouring farms . 
I 

After the philandering of the usual "op sit" and courting at the 

girl ' s home , the lovers submitted to the ceremony of "confermasie" , 
or admission to full membership of their church , and were then 
formally engaged to be married. 

Early marriages were the rule among Dutch frikaners of the time , 

and so on the 24th of December 1857 , Piet Cronje , then twenty- one 

years of age was joined in mat~imony to Mej . Hester Susana Visser, 
I 

aged eighteen years , in the Iiederdui ts Hervormde Kerk at Potchefstroom 
the ceremony being conducted by the Reverend Dirk van der Hoff , a 
leading personage and accomp~ished scholar , recently arrived from 

Holland . He was for many years the only clergyman in the South 
African Republic , till 1858 . 

Early in 1858, the un s atisfactory relations, and constant 
friction between Africans and Europeans once more manifested themselv&. 

s in the recurrence of bloodshed . Members of the clan of Chief 
Mapela , living in the Zoutpansbarg are said to have murdered a 

European hunting party and siezed their property . Commandant General 
Stephanus Schoeman of the Zoutpansberg at the head of a strong force 
went against them, but they retired behind their strong fortifications 

among inaccessible hills and mountain gorges . In April , Commandant 

Paul Kruger called out a strong commando to proceed against the 

people ••••. / 
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]J people of the Republic . The officials of the Republic who were 
willing to take ~oathit~legianCe to the Queen of England were 
allowed to retain their posts . One of these was B.C. Scholtz Native 
Commissioner at Lichtenburg .f With the annexation of the Transvaal 
by Great Britain , Montshiwa saw his prayers answered and his hopes 
realised . Thought he , thankfully , the Keate award would now be 
carried into execution, the Barolong boundaries according to the 
Award would now be recognised,; encroaching farmers from the Marico 
and Lichtenburg directions could now be safely given notice to quit 
and Matlaba ' s and Moshete ' s pretensions would now be silenced ~ t he 
British officials, especially Lieutenant Governor Richard Southey 
and Administrator W. Owen Lanyon were quite right when they cautioned 
him to be patient and assured him that things would right themselves. 

Bouyed up with enthusiasm, and radiant hope , Montshiwa wrote 
with a firmTr hand to his trusted friend Administrator Lanyon: "It 
has given me much pleasure to hear that Her Majesty ' s Government 
has been pleased to annex the whole of the Transvaal • •• • Feeling¢ 
as I do now)that there can be no hindrance to moving into the 
country awarded me by Mr . Keate •• • •• I wish to bring to Your 
Excellency ' s 
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I have much pleasure in accepting as a token of your friendship and 
good wishes towards me as the representative of Her Maje sty ' the 
Queen Victoria. 

In order that you may not be wanting anything , I take this 
opportunity of sending you the following articles: 

12 Bottles of Sherry 
24 Bottles of Brandy 

1 lb of Snuff and 
10 lbs of Tobacco , 

Y0U 
which I trust/will find 

acceptable W. O. L. 

1~71.? (j) Driven to desperation, Montshiwa at last on the 16th December 
1876 dispensed with intermediaries, and the ritual of sending letters 
of protest through ascendin g stages of offices of the South African 
Republic . He wrote directly and in Tswana to "Mot10tlegi Borogo
Mo-presitanta wa Transefala" (His Honour Burgers: President of 
Transvaal). t wish to ask you - Why do you encroach on my territory 
as you are d01ng at Bodibe? Bodibe as well as the country adjoining 
is my territory." 

To this, President Burgers replied from Po1fontein on the 18th 
in Hollandsch: IIAan Kapi tein Monsua: 

Ik moet u thans •••• kennisgeven dat ik uit kracht van eene 
concessie aan mij Gouvernement gedaan door het groot opperhoofd 
Moshette en enige andere kapiteins die aleen onderdamen van die 
Republiek zijn geworden zoowel als uit kracht van de regmatige 
aanspraken van mijn Gouvernement op territroail gezag in een gedeelte 
van dit land volkomen aanspraak maak op het oppergezag in dit gewest. 

Ik behoof U niet te zeggen dat daar volgens uwe eigen 
verk1aaring zoowe1 als die van Moroko te B10ehof, Moshete het hoofd 
a11er Barolongs is, en dat ik en be zit het van a1 zyn regten niet 
erkennen' kan dat gij of iemand anders heteenig hoodd van dit land 
ZiJ't~1 'fr-cu~~ : ' . . -; _ • ~ jJv.l J.l'14 .. tnUA:t /r t.6 /-,,-<~ A-h"d.- 1/4V/'t {at..d f1 ilQ"l~ .. Cl-/'-ed, 'fLL 

fb1f71) n: March 1877, m~ ~'~dth~lJ:}, .. }1,,~.:~W~sl~4.?~i~~.tHL-!>t office, 
IR// ~l¥<t Burgers vl/io ~ter all the initial 'promise land hOP~~L(' 
~ not been a hot favourite with his bur~ers 1had an :open quarrel with 
cv~ his volksraad, and he launched out in a vehement tirade at them: 

"I would rather be a policeman under a strong Government that the 
president of such a State . It is you - you members of the Raad ."" . 
and the Boers - who have lost the country, who have sold your 
independence for a drink . You have ill-treated the natives, you 
have shot them down, you have sold them into slavery, and now you 
have to pay the penalty . 

>- ---~~"'i 

It~ On the 12th of April 1877, the South African Republic was 

~ annexed to the British Dominions as Transvaal by Sir Theophi1us 
~Shepstone against the united will of the Executive council and 

(' 

people •.••••• / 
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