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An A p p licatio n  fo r  a s s is ta n c e  to  study a r t .
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submltt -d to , Henr-T^ke-.foT^n 
9pM op o n .I t s  meri t ,

(J) StA Margaret »a H o ste l;

An appeal fo r  £330 towards the c o st o f a new b u il
din g.

IT « *• AGREEDi Th/itcopj.gg .of..fala. ajpjefal tog o lro u la te d
to the T ru stees.

<*) Ex£i. »P^^.E<a&» n..Gpmmerojal School t

An appeal fo r  funds. Mr. R h eln & llt Jones f e l t  
th a t the T ru st should press fo r  T echnical u o lle g e s  to  
pro-ride commercial tr a in in g  fo r  A fr ic a n s , and th a t  
ventures fo r  p riv a te  p r o f i t  should not he supported.

I* MS A.BCK9I To nafce further onoulrlce.

(1) ». Ma«OfcOi

An a p p lic a tio n  fo r  a ss is ta n c e  In studying sin ging 
and v o ic e  tr a in in g .
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An a p p lic a tio n  fo r  a ss is ta n c e  to  do research  work 
in  com piling vern acu lar readers fo r  A frica n  Schools.

Mr . R h e ln e llt  Jones was making fu rth e r  en q u iries 
about th is  p ro je c t and would re p o rt back.
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AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS .
(NATAL PROVINCE)

P.O? Esikoleni,
* 4. "U.

P.O? Esikoleni, 
Pietermaritzburg.

3rd. May, 1946.^  J 3rd. May, 1946

Dr. A.B.Xuma, "
President General,
African National Congress,
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear President General,

I have this day sent Dr. Brookes the following

telegraph:

"Famine in Msinga District acute x Please 
make urgent representations authorities x 
Local Advisory Committee has failed obtain 
assistance x Immediate action necessary".

I wonder if  you could contact the Food Controller

and buy through him what foodstuffs you can obtain to relieve

a •v'erv serious state of famine. Msinga is the wprse stricken

district in Natal and will continue to depend on outside

supplies for the whole year. The matter is very serious and

desperate.

I should be gateful indeed if you could come to the

rescue as soon as you can possibly manage.

Yours faithfully,



$ P M N G W M  L t C t O N
W.F. 37

Phone 33-0975/6

OF EX-SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN

A  Tel. Address: "LE G IO N " A

Dr. A.B. Xuma, 
104 End S t .,  
Doornfontein,
JOHANNESBURG.

O.F. 37 

P.O. Box 4088

First Floor,
MAIN HOUSE,
96 Main Street, 
J O H A N N E S B U R G .

4th May, 1946.

Dear Sir,
re: Housing Conference

It is the intention of my Organisation to convene a 
National Conference to discuss all aspects of sub-economic housing, 
with particular reference to the housing of Non-European ex-volunteers

The Minister of Native Affairs, the Hon.P. van der Byl, 
has expressed his willingness to open the Conference, and it is hoped 
that the Minister of Health will also be present. Thursday, July 11th 
has been fixed as a tentative date.

The S.A. Legion of the B .E .S .L .  have been requested to 
act as joint convenors.

My Organisation invites you to attend the Conference 
and requests you to prepare an address on "The Effect of Bad Housing 
on the Health of the African People” , to last approximately twenty 
minutes.

Thanking you in anticipation,

a s s is t a n t  N ational  secretar y .

Read ‘ Fighting Talk” •  The Soldier’s Newspaper



6th May, */6.

Tie Provincial President,
African Natlonrl Congress (Natal), 

19, Old Dutci Road,
DURBAN.

Dear Sir,

RT*:t OPf ANISATION OF THE WOME*"
TT AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

6666 IN NATAL

I would like to hnve It made clear tiiat this 
step I f not Intended to undermine any women's organisa
tions thrt are no” functioning In Natal or elsewhere.
It is merely to recognise that the African National 
C>ngresB cannot progress far as men's organisation only, 
that the women may be encouraged, as in Courcnes, etc.
If  they are given an opportunity to if ve own section In ■ 
the African Natlonrl Congress and to me* t with men's 
organisations at Mass Meetings and Annual Conferences.

Whet would be desirable when re vlrit Natal 
would be to meet people to whom this idea has been 
explained as there is no intention to force any except 
to accept the wllTinp who will be prepared to work on 
this nr tionr 1 mass libe^r'tlon movement.

It would be anpfrriaianfcant task for us to have 
to fe ce some of these lrdles wh'i have been mentioned 
elsewhere in the P ess and try to convert t^em and cause 
them to abandon the orgpnlsatlon of their love.

It is, however, our hope th*t the” will see 
their to fcake the African Women's League their home 
from the national point of 'lew.

anyway It would be a pleasure to us to come 
not to bring about tie conception or birto of the baby 
but to baptise it ?nd leave it in tie safe hrnd of the 
Province for Its upbringing In consultation with the 
Headquarte rs.

With best refrrds,

■Vours sincerely,

Afrx fie

A / ' * 1'

$
ABX/ARM.

PRHSIDiST-GENERAL.
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R  J j  ■ ! ! ■ ■ ■
6 th May, 6.

Toe Provincial Secretary,
African National Congress (Natal), 

P. 0. ^ox 416,
PTETKRMAPTTZBHRG.

My dear Mr. Mslmarig,

I wish to acknowledge, with thanks, 
all the valueble communications you hr-ve sent me 
Including the MSB.

1 m ve not found time to give them 
toe attention toey merit ana I must postpone the i
dlscuFslon on tnem until 1 visit NatPl.

1 must, however, Uke this op ortunity 
ti congratulate you and the Province for the progress 
you are m^klnr in the organisation of the Congress.
I am sure you are likely to lend the Provinces If  you 
mr’intpln your present stprt.

Yours sincerely,

PFL'SIJLJii-GENERAL,



W -  ‘/toroCc,

THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Treasurer-General:
R. G. BALOYI, M.R.C., 
P.O. Box 30, Bergvlei, 

Johannesburg.

Honorary Officers:

HOUSE OF CH IEFS. 

G O V ERN O RS:

a BX/ARM.

(Founded in 1912)
Motto: RIGHT NOT M IGHT. FREEDOM NOT SERFDOM.

A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  O F F IC E R S .

Secretary-General:
Rev. JAS. A. CALATA,

P.O. Cradock, C.P.
Assistant Secretary-General:

W. B. NGAKANA,
"LMngalegwaba" Hostel,
Orlando, Johannesburg.

President-Generel:

Dr. A. B. XUMA, M.D , D.P.H., 
104, End Street, 
Johannesburg.

Speaker:

R. V. SELOPE-THEMA, M.R.C. 
14, Perth Road, Westdene, 
Johannesburg.

Deputy Speaker:
Mr. S. M AC . LEPOLESA.
637, Batho Location. 
Bloemfontein.

Senior Chaplain:
Rev. Z. R. M AHABANE, 
Kroonstad, O.F.S.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

PROVINCIAL PRESIDENTS:
Cape African Congress:

Mr. A. FRANK PENDLA,
New Brighton,
Port Elizabeth.

Natal Native Congress:
Dr J. L. DUBE, Ph.D., M.R.C., 
Ohlange Institute,
Phoenix, Natal.

O F  .S. African Congress:
Mr. T. M. MAPIKELA, M.R.C., 
1437, Community Avenue, 
Bloemfontein.

Transvaal African Congress:
Mr. S. P. MATSEKE (Deceased). 

ADVISORS:
Chiefs:

Dr. P. ka I. SEME. B.A., LL.D. 
Komkulu Pte. Bag,
Mbabane, Swaziland.

Education: .

»Mr. Z. K. MATTHEWS, M.A. LL.B. 
• Fort Hare Colleqe 

Alice, C.P.
Locations:

Mr.'ff. H. GODLO, M.R.C.
68, St. Paul’s Road,
East Loudon.

Lands: '

Mr. A. W. G. C H A M P IO N  
i9, O ld  Dutch Road,
Durban.

Labour:

Mr. E. T. MOFUTSANYANA,
74, Progress Buildings, 
Commissioner Street, 
Johannesburg.

Social Welfare:
Mr. A. J. SI LI LO, M.R.C.
P.O. Box 154, Durban.

Law Advisor:

U r. LEO. MTIMKULU.
Baunanville Location,
Somtseu Road,
Durban.*

Organisational Propagandists:
Mr. J. NHLAPO, B.A.,
P.O. Wilberforce,
Evaton, Transvaal.

Mr. SAM  SESEDI.
716, Makenna Street,
Off Barkley Road,
Kimberley.

6th. ..May.,.. 194, 6.
CONFIDENTIAL.

The Provincial President,
African National Congress (Natal), 

19, Old Dutch Ropd,
DURBAN.

My dear Provincial President,

RE: APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
________ FROM THE BANTU WELFARE TRr’ST

I thank you for your information on the above
subject.

I do not know exactly about the organisation 
you refer to mentioned by Mr. P.R.Mosaka. 1 ,however, 
know that Col. Donaldson himself is quite interested 
about the formation of a co-operative society at 
Orlando and T am sure when a proper scheme is worked 
out there will be funds voted for that scheme.

^lrther Mr. Museleku o‘“ the Bantu Co-Operative 
Council has applied for funds. We are Investigating 
the matter through Mr. Graham. (Strictly confidential).

I would, however, not advise you to put in 
any applicptlon to the Trust along the lines you have 
suggested as I have already certain schemes under 
consideration and would give you the details during- ray 
proposed visit to your Province.

I hope by that time that there will have been 
certain developments of a more definite nature.

We did not hold the meeting as it would not 
be proper to have no representation from Natal.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

PRESIDENT-GENERAL.



ARM. 6th X(ay, f4“  6 .

Mr. Jordan K. Ngubane,
86 , Beatrice Street, 

DURBAN.

My dea^ Mr. Ngubane,

I wish to acknowledge, with thinks, your 
kind letter of t^  18th Mar^h, 19^6. I r*^d the document 
with deep Interest and appreciation of Its *orth.

The failure to reply earlier was pressure of 
other work private nd otherwise.

I have been working under grent difficulties 
recently in ray private as well as ray public activities.

I proposed to postpone any detailed discussion 
of your proposals except to say that it is a worthwhile 
controbutlon which I lope to discuss with you when I am 
In Natal at the end of tie month.

Yours Pln^erely,

P RESIDENT»GFNERAL
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Telegraphic Address 
Telegrafles A dres:

*• NATIVES.**

UNION OF 
SOUTH AFRICA.

No. 383/400* 

Sir ,

A

UNIE VAN 
SUID-AFRIKA.

D E P A R TM E N T OF N A TIV E  A FFA IR S, 
D E PA R TE M E N T VAN  N A TU R ELLESA K E,

P.O . Box 
Posbus }  384, 

P R E T O R IA ,

_ 6  MAY 1946
__ 19

Administration of Rents Act 
Martindale and Newclare.

Sophiatown,

With reference to your representations on behalf 
of property owners of Sophiatown at your interview with 
Mr. Meers here on the 4th December, 1945, concerning 
difficulties arising from the application of the Rents Act,
I  have to inform you that the matter was taken up with 
the Chairman of the Johannesburg Western Rent Board, who 
has now replied in the terms set out in the paragraphs that 
follow:

(a) Uniformity in Application of the Act .

The great majority of cases from the abovementioned 
areas dealt with by the Board arise out of the investigations 
of inspectors appointed^in terms of the Rents Act, whose 
instructions are to proceed house by house and street by street 
until the whole area has been covered. The Chairman states 
that he is satisfied that no differentiation has been made between 
Native-and Indian-owned houses, but i f  any specific cases can be 
quoted he will take them up. Any apparent differentiation is 
probably due to the great preponderance of Native owners in that 
part of the area already dealt with.

(b) Retrospective Reduction of Rents.

When the Act was first introduced it was the practice 
for orders to be made in strict compliance with section 7(1) (b).
More recently, however, in order that the lessor should not be 
made to suffer from any delay on the part of the Board due to pres
sure of work, advantage has been taken of the permissive provisions 
of Section 7(1) to make the order retrospective only to the first 
day of the month in which the order was made unless the Lessor is 
himself the cause of the delay. For instance, the lessor is not 
infrequently taifdy in supplying essential information such as 
valuation, rates, taxes and costs of upkeep. In such cases the 
Board uses its discretion and may make the order date back to the 
date of complaint, or any date between that and date of hearing.

(c) Reduction of Rent below Commitments of Lessor.

This is an aspect of ownership which cannot concern 
the Rent Board, the function of which is to determine a reasonable 
rent in each case under consideration. It has often been found 
in hearing Native cases that as much as 10% interest is being 
paid on bonds. Such a rate is quite uneconomic but there is little 
that the Rent Board can do beyond encouraging publicity being given 
to the facts. It is prcfeble that in many cases the landlords 
could obtain relief by borrowing money from reputable Building 
Societies on reasonable terms and redeeming the existing more onerous 
loans.

(d) Restriction of Sub-leasing.

This matter is not one which falls under the cognisance 
of the Rent Board. The d ifficulties ’which you described in this 
regard are appreciated, but this matter is largely bound tip with

t h e / . . . .



the general shortage of accommodation in Johannesburg and some 
time will .probably pass before there can be any big scale relief 
of overcrowding in the abovementioned townships. Lessors 
drawing up new leases can of course protect themselves by insert
ing therein suitable provisions prohibiting sub-letting.

Dr. A .B . 2uma,
President-General

African National Congress, 
104 End Street,

JOHANNESBURG.

Yours faithfully,

SECRETARY FOR NATIVE AFFAIRS
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7th May, /'V 6 .

The Secretaries,
B?rtt !) Wei f̂  r*» ’T’rust, 

P. 0. Box 97,
JOHA^SBURfr.

Dear Sirs,

In pursuance of the decision of the 
Trustees siraetiaae ago that as President-General of 
the African Natl one. 1 Congress I snould draw up a 
scneme for tie organisation for toe consider*tlon 
of the Trustees, I bet to sute  liat I have gone 
inti the question of the best approach to the 
organisation of Congress and havf found tn*>t In 
recognition of geographical and cultural problems 
it is moflt advisable that we raupt h^ve at '’ east four 
(4) organisers to cover- th** four (4) Provinces.
These organisers will be directly under the control 
and responsible to the Presldent-Oener*l an^ his 
National Executive for nor effective control and 
centrail ration.

The estimated salary will be about 
£200 for eaco organiser per annum.

I ,  therefore, wish to api,ly for £1,000 
(One taousand pounds) a year, guaranteed for three 
(3) years, wl thou t providing for an organiser for 
the women's section, as well as travelling expenses 
and an office staff to assist our present Secretary- 
Bookkeeper.

Hoping that our aprllcrtlon irlll 
rec°lvp favourable consideration of your Trustees.

Yours faithfully.

P Rx 61 2i,Ji T-GfcNL RAL.



DRAFT.

The Secretaries,

Bantu Weifare.XKUfiiy-—  

P. 0. Box 97, *

JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sirs,

I n v e  gone into tie ouestion of the best approach

to the organisation of Congress and have found thrt In recognition 

of geographical and cultural problems we must have at least 4 

organisers to cover V e  & es . These o-taniser# must be

directly under the control o_ -nd responsible to the President- 

General and the National Executive.

The estimated salary will be about S2C0 fo r  each org^niseBi

per annum.

I ,  therefore, beg to applv for- ?1,000 (One Thousand Pounds! 

a year, guaranteed for three years, "■i.+' ôut -ovtdtng for an organiser

for the women's section, tr veiling ex;x ■ ' an office staff to

assist our present Secr^ _ry-Bookkeeper.



DRAFT.

The Secretaries,
Bantu Welfare Trurt 

P. 0. Box 97,
J 0 H ANN kiiIPO •

Dear Sirs,

I nave Into the cuestlon of the beat approach
- • • . -  >. *. - ~ t ' '

i _ • . ,

to tie organlPatlon of Congress and hi«ve found thr<t In recognition

of geogr^phlcr1 and cultural problems ve ust h* ve at leant 4 

organiser* to cover the 4 Provinces . These orfanlBers must be 

directly under tne c :ntrol of and responsible to the President- 

General and the Katlon»l Executive.

The estimated sal* ry will be about £200 for each

per annum.

I ,  ther fore, beg t,o aprly fo»* f.1,000 (One Thousand Pounds) 

a year, guaranteed for three years, without providing fo*- an organiser 

for the women's section, trrvelllnf expenses and *n office staff to 

assist our prseent Secretary-Bo^kkeeper.
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// B A N T U  W E L F A R E  T R U S T

TELEPHONE 44-3326 P. O B OX 97

TELEGRAMS & CABLES "U B U N TU ' J OHAN N ES  BU R G
The President General, 
African National Congress, 
85 Toby Street,
SOPHIATOWN.

Deer Dr. Xuma,

I have pleasure in informing you that the Trustees
have agreed to make a grant of £1,000 to your Congress for one 
year. " The Trustpes will be pleased to receive, at th* pnd of 
tho period, a full report on how this grant has assisted the 
Congress.

As the Trust is busy realising some of its assets, the 
grant will not be paid immediately* I suggest that you kpop in 
touch with our Trpasurers in this matter.

Yours faithfully

For - T.
S.A . INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS? 

SECRETARIES.



4 6 0  ro  %

v//*:c
R.R. 48/46 
B.P. 8/5/46.

SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS (INCORPORATED) 
SUID-AFRIKAANSE INSTITUUT VIR Ra SSEVERHOUDINGS (INGELYF)

t

A meeting of the Committee of AFRICAN VOCATIONAL TRAINING SERVICES will 
be held on Monday 15th April 1946 at 10 a.m. in Room 142, Main Block, 
University of the Witwatererand.

J .R .ALTMAN 
ACTING SECRETARY

. A G E N D A

1. To consider the final form of recommendations to he made to the 
Executive C«mmittee of the Institute,

2. General.

-- v-oOo—--

Duplicated by -
S.A. Institute of Race Relations, 
P.O. Box 97,
JOHANNESBURG.

K(yjt
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M.R.C.

U m k u l u m e l i  W a b a n t u  /<?' Q L & A  & o a e / ,

M E M B E R  O F :

N a t i v e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o u n c i l  
A c t  i 2 — 10 3 6 .

M e m b e r  o f »

L o c a t i o n s  
A d v i s o r y  B o a r d , D u r b a n .

A c t  21— 1 9 2 3 .

K i n g  E d w a r d  V I I I  H o s p i t a l  

A d v i s o r y  B o a r d .

R E S I D E N C E  :

I n a n d a  M . S .  P h o e n i x  R a i l

A N D
3 1 8  G r e y  S t r e e t , D u r b a n .

P h o n e  2 2 2 4 7 ,

Dr.A .B  ,Xuma-,
President General: A .E .C . ,  

JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,

I- thank you for your letter now enclosed for 
your final disposal.' I generally return such, letxers of 
confidential nature to ensure secrecy.

I have today written Mrs.Xuma to let us know 
her date of her arrival. Do not forget that you come here 
to accompany her. I was very much thankful for This letter 
which you have sent to me on Organisation of the Women's 
League of the African National Congress. I cannot see that 
you have tried to follow what others think is a matter of a 
controversial nature. I do not think there is any controre- 
rcy, I have made it very clear that we are not new comers, 
that we want to inspire women with a new political life  in 
the history of South African Bantu. We are not fighting any 
other social organisation for women. Ours is  a political 
one. I know of no other political organisation here that v;e 
may be called upon to oppose.

In  coming down here, my honoured President, he 
sure we shall give you a unanimous vote of confidence. My 
only regret is that I am not well. It  may De that I shall 
have completely recovered by the end of the month.
We have arranged public meetings in the form of a Conference 
on the 30 & 31 May, Please do come at least at 9 a .m ., 30th, 
or late on the 2 5 th May. I f  possible we would like to kefcp

/you until 

(P .T .O .)
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