
o u r revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le . From the  very 
in ce p tio n  o f U m kh on to  they w e re  m ore 
th a n  w e ll rep resen ted  in th e  firs t c o n tin 
gents w ho took life  in h a n d  to  h e lp  lay 
the  basis fo r  th is  new phase  in our 

i s trugg le .
This m ood ' w as no t on ly  re flec ted  in  the  
deeds o f its m ore advan ced  rep resen
tatives. As com m u n itie s  too  the  C o lou red  
an d  In d ia n  pe op le "ha ve  o ften  in the  past,

* by th e ir  ac tions , shown th a t they fo rm  pa rt 
o f the  b ro ad  sweep tow a rds  lib e ra tio n . 
The f irs t series o f mass acts o f d e lib e ra te  
de fia n ce  o f the  c o n q u e ro r's  law  a fte r the  
c rush in g  o f the  B am bata  re b e llio n , was 
the  ca m p a ig n  led by th a t o u ts ta n d in g  son 
o f the  In d ia n  p e o p le  — M a h a tm a  G a n d h i. 
T herea fte r the  In d ia n  com m un ity  an d  its 
leaders  — p a r tic u la r ly  those w ho cam e to 
the  fo re  in  th e  40's — p layed no sm all pa rt 
in  the  in je c tio n  o f m ore ra d ic a l a n d  m ore 
m ilita n t m ood in to  the  lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent 
as a w ho le . The s tirr in g  de m on s tra tion s  of 
the  fiftie s  from  D e fian ce  C a m p a ig n  to 
the  C ongress o f the  People, to the  ge ne ra l 
strike, a n d  th e  pe asa n t revo lts an d  mass 
d e m on s tra tion s , saw m any exam ples of 
u n ited  a c tio n  by a ll the  oppressed peop le . 
In d ia n  w orkers  responded in la rg e  num 
bers to  a lm o s t every c a ll fo r a ge ne ra l 
strike. In d ia n  shopkeepers, co u ld  a lw ays 
be re lied  upon  to  de c la re  a day o f H a rta l 
in  s o lid a rity  w ith  any p ro tes t w h ich  was 
be in g  o rg a n ise d . M em ory is s till fresh o f 
th e  o u ts ta n d in g  response by th e  C o l
ou red  w orkers o f the  W estern  C a p e  to 
th e  1961 c a ll by the  A N C  fo r a n a tio n a l 
g e n e ra l p o lit ic a l strike.
The A llia n c e  be tw een the  C ongress o rg a 
n isa tio ns  was a spur to  the  s o lid a rity  and  
re flec ted  it. But events bo th  be fo re  an d  
a fte r  R ivonia p u t pa id  to the  struc tu res 
w h ich  had been crea ted  to  express the  
A llia n c e .
H ow  can w e s treng then  an d  m ake e ffe c 
tive  the  c o -o p e ra tio n  be tw een th e  com 
m un ities , a n d  how  can we in te g ra te  com 

m itted  re vo lu tio n a rie s  irrespec tive  o f th e ir  
ra c ia l ba ckg ro u n d ?

O ur Fighting Alliance

W hate ve r ins trum en ts  a re  c rea te d  to 
g ive  expression to  the  un ity  o f th e  lib e r 
a tio n  drive , they must" acco m m od a te  tw o 
fu n d a m e n ta l p ro p o s it io n s :
Firstly  th e  m ust n o t be am b ig u o u s  on the  
qu es tio n  o f th e  p rim a ry  ro le  o f the  m ost 
oppressed A fr ic a n  mass an d ,
Second ly, those b e lo n g in g  to  th e  o th e r 
oppressed g ro up s  a n d  those few  W h ite  
re vo lu tio n a rie s  w ho show them selves ready 
to  m ake com m on cause  w ith  o u r a s p i
ra tions , m ust be fu lly  in te g ra te d  on the  
basis o f in d iv id u a l eq u a lity . A pp roached  
in the  r ig h t s p ir it  these tw o  p ro po s ition s  
do n o t s tand  in  c o n flic t b u t re in fo rce  one 
a n o th e r. E qua lity  o f p a r tic ip a tio n  in 
o u r n a t io n a l fro n t does n o t m ean 
a m echan ica l p a rity  be tw een th e  
various n a tio n a l g roups . N o t on ly  w o u ld  
th is  in  p ra c tice  a m o u n t to  in e q u a lity  
(a g a in  a t th e  expense o f th e  m a jo rity ), 
bu t it  w o u ld  lend  fla vo u r to  th e  s la nd e r 
which ou r enem ies a re  ever ready to 
spread o f a m u ltira c ia l a llia n c e  d o m i
na ted  by m in o rity  g roups. This has never 
been so an d  w ill never be so. But the  
s lu gg ish  w ay in w h ich  the  M ovem en t in 
side the  cou n try  responded to  the  new 
s itu a tio n  a fte r  1960 in which co -o p e ra tio n  
be tw een som e o rg a n is a tio n s  which w ere  
le g a l <e. g. SAIC, CPO , C O D ) an d  those 
th a t w ere  il le g a l (e . g. A N C ) som etim es led 
to  the  su p e rfic ia l im press ion  th a t th e  le ga l 
o rg a n is a tio n s  — because  they co u ld  speak 
an d  o p e ra te  m ore p u b lic ly  a n d  thus m ore 
no tice a b ly  -  may have had  m ore th a n  
th e ir  deserved p lace  in th e  le a d e rsh ip  
o f the  A llia n c e .
There fore , n o t on ly  th e  substance  b u t the  
fo rm  o f o u r s tru c tu ra l c re a tio n s  must, in 
a way which the  pe op le  can see — give 
expression to  th e  m ain  em phasis o f the
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pre sen t s tage  o f o u r s trugg le . This a p 
proach is n o t a p a n d e rin g  to  chauvin ism , 
to  rac ia lism  o r o th e r such backw ard  a t t i
tudes. W e  a re  re vo lu tio n a rie s  n o t na rrow  
n a tio n a lis ts . C o m m itte d  re vo lu tio n a rie s  a re  
o u r b ro th e rs  to  w h a teve r g ro u p  they b e 
lo ng . There can  be no second class p a r t i
c ip a n ts  in o u r M ovem en t. It is fo r  th e  
enem y w e reserve o u r assertiveness a n d  
o u r ju s tif ie d  sense o f g rievance .
The im p o rta n t task o f m o b ilis in g  an d  
g a in in g  the  su p p o rt o f  o th e r oppressed 
n o n -W h ite  g ro up s  has a lre a d y  been 
re fe rred  to. L ike every o th e r oppressed 
g ro u p  ( in c lu d in g  th e  A fr ica n s ) w e m ust 
n o t na ive ly  assum e th a t m ere aw areness 
o f op p re ss ion  w ill, by its e lf push th e  In 
d ia n  a n d  C o lo u re d  p e o p le  in th e  d ire c 
t io n  o f o p p o s in g  th e  enem y a n d  a lig n in g  
them selves w ith  th e  lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent. 
The p o te n tia l is, o f cou rse  the re , because  
in  a very rea l sense the  fu tu re  o f the  
In d ia n  a n d  C o lo u re d  p e o p le  a n d  th e ir  
lib e ra tio n  as oppressed  g ro up s  is in t i
m ate ly  b o u n d  up  w ith  th e  lib e ra tio n  o f 
th e  A frican s . B ut a c tive  su p p o rt a n d  p a r t i
c ip a tio n  has to  be  fo u g h t fo r  a n d  w on. 
O th e rw is e  the  enem y w ill succeed in  its 
neve r-e nd ing  a tte m p t to  c rea te  a g a p  
be tw een these g ro up s  a n d  th e  A frica n s  
a n d  even re c ru it su b s ta n tia l num bers o f 
them  to  ac tive ly  c o lla b o ra te  w ith  it. The 
bo ttom  o f th e  b a rre l w ill be  scraped  in 
th e  a tte m p t to  c rea te  co n fu s io n  a b o u t th e  
ob je c tive s  o f th e  lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent. 
M o re  p a rtic u la r ly , th e  enem y w ill feed on 
th e  in secu rity  an d  de pe nd ency  w h ich  is 
o fte n  p a rt o f th e  th in k in g  o f m in o rity  o p 
pressed g roups . They w ill try  to ra ise  a 
d o u b t in th e ir  m inds a b o u t w h e the r the re  
is a p la ce  fo r them  in a fu tu re  lib e ra te d  
South A fr ic a . They have a lre a d y  spread 
the  s la n d e r th a t a t best fo r  th e  C o lou red s  
an d  Ind ia n s  W h ite  d o m in a tio n  w ill be 
rep la ced  by B lack d o m in a tio n .

- It is tth e re fo re  a ll the  m ore im p o rta n t, co n 
sis ten t w ith  o u r f irs t p r in c ip le , th a t the

C o lo u re d  a n d  In d ia n  p e o p le  shou ld  see 
them selves as an  in te g ra l p a rt o f the  
lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent a n d  n o t as m ere 
a u x ilia r ie s .

The Working Class

Is th e re  a spe c ia l ro le  fo r th e  w o rk ing  
class in o u r n a tio n a l s trugg le ?  W e have 
a lre a d y  re fe rred  to  th e  spec ia l cha rac te r 
o f th e  South A fr ic a n  soc ia l a n d  econom ic  
s truc tu re . In o u r cou n try  — m ore tha n  in 
any o th e r p a rt o f th e  oppressed w o rld  — 
it is in c o n c e iv a b le  fo r  lib e ra tio n  to  have 
m ea n ing  w ith o u t a re tu rn  o f th e  w ea lth  
o f the  la nd  to  th e  p e o p le  as a w ho le . It 
is th e re fo re  a fu n d a m e n ta l fe a tu re  o f ou r 
s tra tegy th a t v ic to ry  m ust em brace  m ore 
tha n  fo rm a l p o lit ic a l dem ocracy. To a llo w  
the  ex is ting  econom ic  fo rces  to  re ta in  th e ir  
in te rests  in ta c t is to  feed  th e  roo t o f ra c ia l 
suprem acy an d  does n o t rep rese n t even 
th e  shadow  o f lib e ra tio n .
O u r d rive  tow a rds  n a tio n a l e m a n c ip a tio n  
is th e re fo re  in a very rea l w ay b o un d  up 
w ith  econom ic  e m a n c ip a tio n . W e have 
su ffe red  m ore th a t ju s t n a tio n a l h u m i
lia t io n . O u r pe o p le  a re  de p rived  o f th e ir 
d u e  in the  c o u n try ’s w e a lth ; th e ir  skills  
have been suppressed a n d  poverty an d  
s ta rva tion  has been  th e ir  life  experience . 
The c o rre c tio n  o f these ce n tu rie s -o ld  eco 
nom ic  in jus tice s  lies a t the  very co re  o f 
o u r n a tio n a l a s p ira tio n s . W e do  no t un^ 
de res tim a te  th e  co m p le x itie s  w h ich  w ill 
fa ce  a p e op le 's  g o ve rn m en t d u r in g  the  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  p e rio d  nor th e  en o rm ity  o f 
th e  p rob lem s o f m ee ting  econom ic  needs 
o f the  mass o f th e  oppressed  peop le . But 
on e  th in g  is c e rta in  -  in  ou r la n d  th is  
c a n n o t be e ffec tive ly  ta ck le d  unless the  
bas ic  w e a lth  an d  th e  basic? resources a re  
a t the  d ispo sa l o f th e  p e o p le  as a w ho le  
an d  a re  n o t m a n ip u la te d  by sections o r ,  
in d iv id u a ls  be they W h ite  o r B lack.
This pe rspective  o f a speedy p rogression 
from  fo rm a l lib e ra tio n  to g e n u in e  and



la s tin g  e m a n c ip a tio n  is m ade m ore rea l 
by the  ex is tence in o u r cou n try  o f a la rg e  
a n d  g ro w in g  w o rk in g  class w hose class 
consciousness com p le m e n t^  n a tio n a l co n 
sciousness. Its p o lit ic a l o rg a n is a tio n s  -  
an d  the  tra d e  un ions  have p layed  a fu n 
d a m e n ta l ro le  in sha p in g  a n d  a d va n c in g  
o u r revo lu tio n a ry  cause. It is h is to r ic a lly  
u n d e rs ta n d a b le  th q t the  d o u b le -o pp ressed  
a n d  d o u b ly -e x p lo ite d  w o rk in g  class co n 
s titu tes  a d is tin c t an d  re in fo rc in g  layer o f 
o u r lib e ra tio n  an d  S oc ia lism  an d  do not 
s tand in c o n flic t w ith  the  n a tio n a l in te rest. 
Its m ilita n cy  a n d  p o lit ic a l consciousness 
as a revo lu tiona ry  c lass w ill p lay  no sm all 
p a rt in  o u r v ic tory a n d  in th e  con s tru c 
t io n  o f a rea l p e o p le 's  South A frica . 
Beyond ou r bo rde rs  in Z im ba bw e , A n g o la , 
M oza m b iq ue , N a m ib ia  a re  ou r b ro thers  
a n d  sisters w ho s im ila rly  a re  en ga ge d  in 
a f ie rc e  s tru g g le  a g a in s t c o lo n ia lis t an d  
rac is t reg im es. W e  f ig h t an  U nho ly  
A ll ia n c e  o f P o rtuga l, R hodesia and  South 
A fr ic a  w ith  th e  la tte r  as the  m ain  econom ic  
a n d  m ilita ry  sup po rt. The h is to ric  ZAP U / 
A N C -A llia n c e  is a u n iq u e  form  o f co 
o p e ra tio n  be tw een tw o  lib e ra tio n  m ove
m ents w h ich  un ites  the  huge  p o te n tia l o f 
th e  oppressed  p e o p le  in bo th  South A fr ic a  
an d  Z im babw e . The extension o f c o -o p e r
a tio n  an d  c o -o rd in a tio n  o f a ll the  pe op le  
o f S ou thern  A fr ic a  as led by FRELIMO, 
ZAPU. SW APO , M LPA an d  the A N C  is a 
v ita l p a rt o f o u r strategy.
W h a t then is the  b road  pu rpose  o f ou r 
m ilita ry  s trugg le ?  S im ply put, in th e  firs t 
phase, it  is the  com p le te  p o lit ic a l an d  
e co no m ic  e m a n c ip a tio n  o f a l l o u r pe op le  
a n d  th e  co n s titu tio n  o f a socie ty w h ich  
acco rds  w ith  the  bas ic  prov is ions o f ou r 
p ro g ra m m e — the  Freedom  C h a rte r. This, 
to g e th e r w ith  o u r ge ne ra l u n d e rs ta n d in g  
o f ou r revo lu tiona ry  theory, prov ides us 
w ith  th e  s tra te g ic  fram ew ork  fo r the  co n 
c re te  e la b o ra tio n  and  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f 
po licy  in a co n tinu os ly  cha ng ing  s itu a tio n . 
It m ust be com b in ed  w ith  a m ore in tens ive

p ro g ra m m e o f research , e xa m in a tio n  an d  
ana lys is  o f th e  c o n d itio n s  o f the  d iffe re n t 
s tra te  o f o u r pe op le  ( in  p a r tic u la r  those 
on th e  la n d ), th e ir  lo ca l g rievances, hopes 
an d  a sp ira tio n s , so th a t the  flow  from  
the o ry  to  a p p lic a tio n  -  w hen th e  s itu a tio n  
m akes a p p lic a tio n  poss ib le  w ill be  un 
ham pe red .
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C h ild  la b o u r w ill be a b o lish e d  
S v  ■ in a de m o cra tic  South A fr ic a
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REVOLUTIONARY
PROGRAMME
OF THE
AFRICAN
NATIONAL
CONGRESS
An analysis of the Freedom Charter

F or over two hund red  a n d  fifty  years 
the  A frican  pe op le  fo u g h t w ars o f 
res is tance  a g a in s t the  E uropean invaders  

in de fence  o f th e ir  m o the rla nd  — South 
A fr ic a . D esp ite  th e ir  hero ism , c o u ra g e  an d  
te n a c ity  ou r pe op le  w ere  de fea ted  on the  
b a ttle f ie ld  by th e  sup e rio r arm s an d  o rg a 
n isa tio n  o f th e  Europeans.
A lth o u g h  th e  con flic ts  an d  p rob lem s o f 
South A fr ic a  have la rg e ly  cen tred  on the  
re la tio n s h ip s  be tw een th e  A frica n s  an d  
Europeans, they  a re  n o t the  on ly  peop les 
w ho fo rm  th e  South  A fr ic a n  p o p u la tio n . 
The C o lo u re d  a n d  In d ia n  pe op le  are . like  
th e  A frican s , oppressed  by th e  d o m in a n t 

E uropean m ino rity .
The South A fr ic a  o f to d a y  is th e  p ro d u c t 
o f th e  com m on la b o u r o f a l l its  peop les. 
The c itie s , in du s tries , m ines a n d  a g r ic u l
tu re  o f th e  c o u n try  a re  th e  re su lt o f the  
e ffo rts  o f a l l its peop les . B u t th e  w e a lth

is u tilis e d  by a n d  fo r  the  in te rests  o f the  
w h ite  m in o rity  on ly.
The A fr ic a n  N a tio n a l C ongress w as fo r 
m ed in  1912 to  u n ite  th e  A fr ic a n s  as a 
n a tio n  a n d  to  fo rg e  an  in s tru m e n t fo r 
th e ir  lib e ra tio n . From th e  ou tse t th e  A fr i
can  N a tio n a l C ongress asserted th e  r ig h t 
o f th e  A fr ic a n  p e o p le  as th e  in d ig e n o u s  
ow ners o f the  country , e n tit le d  to  d e te r
m ine  its d ire c tio n  a n d  destiny. S im u lta 
neously o u r fo re fa th e rs  recogn ised  th a t 
th e  o th e r g roups  in th e  cou n try  — th e  
Europeans, In d ia n s  an d  C o lou red s  w e re  
h is to r ic a lly  p a rt a n d  pa rce l o f Sou th  

A fr ic a .

Democratic Principles

The A N C  re jec ted  th e  c la im s o f th e  Euro
pean  se ttle rs  to  d o m in a tio n , a n d  fo u g h t 
a g a in s t a l l a ttem p ts  to  s u b ju g a te  them  in
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the  la n d  o f th e ir  b irth . But in  th e  fa ce  o f 
the  g ravest in jus tice s  th e  A N C  never once 
a b a n d o n e d  the  p r in c ip le  th a t a ll those 
w ho had th e ir  hom e in the  coun try  o f 
the  A fricans , w ere  w e lcom e, p rov ided  on ly  
th a t they acce p ted  fu ll an d  cons is ten t 
e q u a lity  an d  freedom  fo r  a ll. In th is  the  
A N C  was no t m ere ly b o w in g  to  h is to ry and  
rea lity  b u t be lieved  th a t it was co rre c t in 
p r in c ip le  to  m ake th e ir  p o s itio n  c lea r. 
O ver an d  over a g a in  in th e  face  o f m a n i
fest in h u m a n ity  th e  A N C  a b so lu te ly  re fu 
sed to  be provoked in to  a b a n d o n in g  its 
d e m ocra tic  p rin c ip le s . The ru lin g  w h ite  
m ino rity  re jec ted  the  concep ts  o f th e  A N C  
a n d  to th a t ex te n t the  m ovem ent an d  the 
pe o p le  fo u g h t an d  w ill f ig h t them .

Congress of the People

In the  ea rly  fift ie s  w hen th e  s tru g g le  fo r 
freed om  was reach ing new in te ns ity  the  
need was seen fo r  a c le a r s ta tem en t o f 
the  fu tu re  South A fr ic a  as th e  A N C  saw it. 
Thus was bo rn  th e  C ongress o f the  People 
cam p a ig n . In th is  c a m p a ig n  th e  A fr ic a n  
N a tio n a l C ongress a n d  its a llie s  inv ited  
th e  w h o le  o f South A fr ic a  to  reco rd  th e ir 
dem ands which w o u ld  be in c o rp o ra te d  in 
a com m on do cu m e n t c a lle d  the  Freedom  
C h a rte r. L ite ra lly  m illio n s  o f pe o p le  p a r
tic ip a te d  in th e  ca m p a ig n  an d  sent in 
th e ir  dem ands o f the  k in d  o f South A frica  
they w ished  to  live  in. These dem ands 
fo u n d  f in a l expression  in th e  Freedom  
C h a rte r. The Freedom  C h a rte r was a d o p t
ed a t the  C ongress o f th e  People re p re 
sen ta tive  o f a ll the  p e o p le  o f South A fr ic a  
w hich m et a t K lip tow n , Joh annesburg  on 
June 25 a n d  26 1955. The th re e  tho usan d  
de le g a te s  w ho g a th e re d  a t K lip tow n  were 
w orkers, peasants, in te lle c tu a ls , w om en, 
you th  a n d  s tuden ts  o f a l l races an d  
co lou rs . The C ongress was th e  c lim ax  o f 
th e  c a m p a ig n  w a g e d  by th e  A fr ic a n  
N a tio n a l CongresS i th e  South A fr ic a n  
In d ia n  C ongress, th e  C o lo u re d  P eop le ’ s

O rg a n is a tio n , the  South A fr ic a n  C ongress 
o f T rade U n ions  an d  th e  C ongress o f 
D em ocra ts. S ubsequently  a ll these o rg a 
n isa tio ns  a d o p te d  the  Freedom  C h a rte r in 
th e ir  n a tio n a l con fe rences  as th e ir  o ff ic ia l 
p rogram m e. Thus the  Freedom  C harte r 
becam e th e  com m on p rog ram m e e n sh rin 
in g  the  hopes a n d  a sp ira tio n s  o f a ll the  
progressive  pe op le  o f South A frica .

‘‘High Treason"

From the m om ent th e  idea  o f th e  C o n 
gress o f the  People an d  the  Freedom  
C h a rte r was m en tion ed  the  w h ite  go ve rn 
m ent o f South A fr ic a  te rm ed it "H ig h  
T reaso n ". A fte r th e  C ongress o f the  
People was he ld  an d  the  C h a rte r a d o p 
ted, fresh th rea ts  w ere  u tte red  by the  
governm ent. E ven tua lly  156 leaders  o f the 
lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent w ere  a rres ted  on 
D ecem ber 5, 1956 an d  charged w ith  p lo t
t in g  to  ove rth row  the  sta te  an d  to  rep lace  
it  by a new on e  a lo n g  th e  lines la id  down 
in th e  C h a rte r. This lo ng  tr ia l which lasted 
fo u r-a n d -a -h a lf  years resu lted  in the  
a c q u itta l o f a l l th e  accused . By th a t tim e 
the  Freedom  C h a rte r had  becom e one  o f 
the  m ost fam ous docum en ts  in  th e  h isto ry 
o f m an 's  s tru g g le  fo r  freedom .
The C h a rte r was no t the  s ta tem en t o f th is  
o r th a t section  o f the  p o p u la tio n . It was 
a d e c la ra tio n  o f a ll th e  pe op le  o f South 
A frica . It was a s im p le , honest, u n p re te n 
tious  do cum e n t re fle c tin g  the  desires and  
ideas o f m illio n s  o f com m on peop le. 
There in  lay th e  pow er o f its revo lu tiona ry  
message. A n d  a lw ays it  shou ld  be bo rne  
in m ind th a t bo th  in its w o rd in g  an d  in te n t 
th e  C h a rte r p ro je c te d  th e  view  no t o f 
p resen t-day  South A fr ic a  b u t th a t o f the  
cou n try  as it  shou ld  a n d  Will be  a fte r  the  
v ic to ry  o f th e  re vo lu tion .
Today the  A fr ic a n  N a tio n a l C ongress an d  
its a llie s  a re  e n g a g e d  in an  arm ed 
s tru g g le  fo r  th e  ove rth row  o f th e  rac is t 
reg im e. In its  (jla ce  th e  A N C  w ill es tab lish
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a de m o cra tic  s ta te  a lo n g  th e  lines in d i
ca ted  in th e  Freedom  C h a rte r. A lth o u g h  
th e  C h a rte r w as a d o p te d  as lo ng  a g o  as 
1956 its w ords rem a in  as fresh a n d  re le 
van t as ever. Som e w ho  have fo rg o tte n  Its 
a c tu a l term s o r th e  k ind  o f d o cu m e n t it 
is, or, w h o 'd e ta ch  th is  o r  th a t ph rase  from  
th e  d o cu m e n t take n  as a w ho le , im a g in e  
th a t th e  c o n d itfo n s  o f a rm ed s trugg le  
som ehow in v a lid a te  som e provis ions o f

* th e  C h a rte r. W h a t w e be lieve  is th a t the 
C h a rte r m ay re q u ire  e la b o ra tio n  o f its 
re vo lu tio n a ry  m essage. But w h a t is even 
m ore m e a n in g fu l, i t  req u ire s  to  be ach ie 
ved an d  p u t in to  p ra c tice . This c a n n o t be 
d o n e  u n til s ta te  po w e r has been seized 
from  th e  fasc is t Sou th  A fr ic a n  gove rnm en t 
an d  trans fe rre d  to  th e  re vo lu tio n a ry  forces 
led by th e  A N C .

The Preamble of the Freedom Charter

The f irs t lines o f th e  C h a rte r d e c la re  th a t 
South A fr ic a  be lo n g s  to  a ll w ho live in it, 
Black an d  W h ite , a n d  th a t no governm ent 
can ju s tly  c la im  a u th o rity  unless it is based 
on the  w ill o f  th e  peop le .
The expression "S o u th  A frica  be longs  to 
a ll w ho live in it, Black an d  W h ite ”  em b o 
d ies the  h is to r ic a l p r in c ip le  which has 
cha rac te rised  the  po licy o f the  A fr ic a n  
N a tio n a l C ongress tow ards the  peop les 
w ho have se ttled  in the  coun try  in the  
past cen tu ries . The A frica n  pe op le  as the  
in d ig e n o u s  ow ners o f the  coun try  have 
acce p ted  th a t a ll the  peop le  w ho have 
m ade South A fr ic a  an d  he lped  b u ild  it 
up, a re  com ponents  o f its m u lti-n a tio n a l 
p o p u la tio n , a re  an d  w ill be in a de m o
c ra tic  South A fr ic a , one pe op le  in h a b it in g  
th e ir  com m on hom e. No go ve rnm en t can 
ju s tly  c la im  a u th o r ity  unless it  is based 
on th e  w ill,  n o t ju s t o f the  w h ites, b u t o f 
a ll th e  pe o p le  o f the  country . The Free
dom  C h a rte r thus beg ins by an  asse rtion  
o f w h a t is a n d  has been a c a rd in a l de m o
c ra tic  p r in c ip le  th a t a ll can  live  in South

A fr ic a  w ha teve r -.ihetr o r ig in , in  e q u a lity  
an d  dem ocracy. T ha t the  South A fr ic a  o f 
th e  fu tu re  w ill no t be  a cou n try  d iv ide d  
un to  itse lf a n d  d o m in a te d  by a p a rtic u la r 
ra c ia l g ro u p . It w ill be th e  cou n try  o f a ll 
its in h a b ita n ts . It is the  w h ite  pe o p le  w ho 
in the  past as now  have re jec ted  th is  
p r in c ip le  le av in g  the  pe op le  no a lte r 
na tive  b u t to  conv ince  them  by the  tru th  
o f re vo lu tio n a ry  s trugg le . The p re am b le  
ends by c a llin g  on the  peop le , Black and  
W h ite , as equa ls , coun trym en an d  b ro 
thers to  p le d g e  to  strive to g e th e r spa ring  
n e ith e r s treng th  nor c o u ra g e  u n til the  
d e m ocra tic  changes set o u t in  the  Free
dom  C h a rte r had been w on.
The p re a m b le  couched in  term s s im ila r to  
m any fam ous docum ents  re fle c tin g  m an ’s 
a s p ira tio n  fo r  freedom  c a lle d  fo r  a new 
sta te  res ting  on th e  w ill o f the  pe op le  — 
a re p u d ia tio n  o f the  ex is ting  sta te  an d  a 
ca ll fo r revo lu tion . H e re u n d e r we exam ine, 
b rie fly , each section  o f o u r C harte r.

The People Shall Govern!

The R epub lican  c o n s titu tio n  o f South 
A fr ic a  passed in 1961 is a m onum en t to 
rac ia lism  a n d  despo tism . In term s o f th is  
c o n s titu tio n  suprem e le g is la tive  a u th o rity  
is vested in the  W h ite  fasc is t S tate Presi
den t, the  H ouse o f Assem bly an d  the  
Senate. O n ly  a W h ite  person can  be 
e lected  S tate President. The H ouse of 
Assem bly an d  the  Senate  cons is t exc lu 
sively o f W h ite  rep resen ta tives  e lec ted 
by an exclus ive ly  W h ite  e le c to ra te . There
fo re  the  pow er to m ake law s in  o u r c o u n 
try is a m onopo ly  o f the  W h ite  m inority . 
The sam e a p p lie s  to  o th e r o rgans  o f 
gove rn m en t such as the  fo u r p ro v in c ia l 
cou nc ils  o f N a ta l, C ape , O ra n g e  Free 
S ta te  an d  T ransvaa l which a re  headed 
by a W h ite  A d m in is tra to r assisted by an 
a ll W h ite  executive  C o u n c il. O rg a n s  o f 
lo c a l go ve rnm en t such as D is tr ic t C o u n 
cils, M u n ic ip a l C o un c ils , bo rou ghs  a re
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m anned  e n tire ly  by W h ite  pe op le . Such 
o rgans  o f lo ca l go ve rn m en t as th e re  a re  
fo r no n -W h ite s  cons is t o f th e  Transke i 
Leg is la tive  C o u n c il an d  an exe cu tive ; the  
In d ia n  C o u n c il;  th e  C o lo u re d  C o u n c il;  
u rb an  Bantu  a u th o ritie s , T e rr ito r ia l A u th o r
ities  a n d  o th e r such bod ies. These a re  a l l  
u n d e m o cra tic  in s titu tio n s  w ith  lit t le  o r no 
pow er a n d  serving m ere ly as a so u n d in g  
b o a rd  fo r  the  W h ite  m in o rity  G overnm en t. 
The a d m in is tra tio n  in South A fr ic a  is s im i
la rly  m anned a t a ll s ig n if ic a n t levels by 
W h ite  persons.
A  successful a rm ed re vo lu tion  w ill p u t an 
end to  th is  s ta te  o f a ffa irs .
The P a rliam e n t o f South A fr ic a  w ill be 
w h o lly  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  an  A ssem bly o f 
th e  People. Every m an a n d  w om an in  o u r 
cou n try  sha ll have th e  r ig h t to  vo te  fo r 
an d  s tand as a c a n d id a te  fo r  a ll o ffices 
an d  bod ies  which m ake laws. The p resen t 
a d m in is tra tio n  w ill be  sm ashed a n d  b ro 
ken up. In its p la c e  w ill be  c rea te d  an 
a d m in is tra tio n  to  which a ll pe op le  
irrespec tive  o f race, c o lo u r o r sex can 
take  pa rt. The bod ies  o f m in o rity  ru le  sha ll 
be  ab o lish e d  a n d  in  th e ir  p la ce  w ill be 
es ta b lished  d e m o cra tic  o rgans  o f se lf- 
go ve rn m en t in  a l l th e  Provinces, d is tric ts  
an d  tow ns o f th e  country .

All National Groups Shall Have Equal 
Rights!

In South A fr ic a  no t o n ly  does th e  system 
a t p re sen t e n fo rce  d is c r im in a tio n  a g a in s t 
in d iv id u a ls  by reasoh o f th e ir  c o lo u r or 
race  b u t in  a d d itio n  som e n a tio n a l g roups  
a re  p r iv ile ge d , as such, over o thers. A t 
th e  m om ent th e  A fr ik a n e r n a tio n a l g ro u p  
is lo rd in g  it  over th e  rest o f th e  p o p u la tio n  
w ith  th e  English g ro u p  p la y in g  second- 
f id d le  to  them . For a ll th e  n o n -W h ite  
g ro up s  — th e  A frican s , In d ia n s  a n d  the  
C o lou red s  th e  s itu a tio n  is on e  o f h u m i
lia t io n  a n d  opp ress ion . A s fa r  as la n 
guag es  a re  conce rn ed  on ly  A fr ik a a n s  an d

English have o ffic c ta I s ta tus in  the  bod ies  
o f s ta te  such as P a rliam e n t o r P rovinc ia l 
C o u n c ils ; in th e  cou rts , schools a n d  in 
th e  a d m in is tra t io n . The c u ltu re  o f the  
A fr ic a n , In d ia n  a n d  C o lou red  pe o p le  is 
ba re ly  to le ra te d . In fa c t  eve ry th ing  is done  
to  sm ash a n d  o b lite ra te  the  g e n u in e  c u l
tu ra l h e rita g e  o f o t ir  peop le . If th e re  is 
re fe rence  to  c u ltu re  by th e  oppressors it 
is fo r  th e  pu rpose  o f  us ing  i t  as an in s tru 
m ent to  m a in ta in  o u r  pe o p le  in back
w ardness an d  ig n o ra n ce .
Day in a n d  day o u t  W h ite  p o lit ic a n s  and  
p u b lic is ts  a re  re g a lin g  th e  w o rld  w ith  
th e ir  the o rie s  o f n a tio n a l, c o lo u r an d  
ra c ia l d is c r im in a tio n  a n d  co n te m p t fo r  ou r 
peop le . E nshrined  in  th e  laws o f South 
A fr ic a  a re  a host o f  in s u lt in g  prov is ions 
d ire c te d  a t th e  d ig n ity  a n d  hu m an ity  of 
th e  oppressed pe op le .
A  D e m ocra tic  go ve rn m en t o f th e  peop le  
sha ll ensure  th a t  a l l n a tio n a l g ro up s  have 
e q u a l righ ts , as such, to  ach ieve th e ir  
de s tiny  in a u n ite d  South A frica .
There sha ll be  e q u a l sta tus in th e  bod ies 
o f s ta te , in  th e  cou rts  a n d  in th e  schools 
fo r the  A fr ic a n , In d ia n , C o lo u re d  and  
W h ite s  as fa r  as th e ir  n a tio n a l r igh ts  a re  
c on ce rn ed . A ll p e o p le  sha ll have e q u a l 
r ig h t to  use th e ir  own la ng uag es , a n d  to 
de ve lop  th e ir  ow n fo lk  c u ltu re  an d  cus
tom s; a ll n a tio n a l g roups  sha ll be  p ro 
tec ted  by law s a g a in s t insu lts  to  th e ir  race 
o r n a tio n a l p r id e ; the  p reach ing  an d  
p ra c tice  o f n a tio n a l, ra c ia l o r c o lo u r d is 
c r im in a tio n  a n d  con te m p t sha ll be a 
p u n is h a b le  c r im e ; a n d  a ll law s a n d  p ra c 
tices based on A p a rth e id  o r ra c ia l d is 
c r im in a tio n  sha ll be  set as ide .

The People Shall Share in the 
Country's W ealth! y,

Today m ost o f th e  w e a lth  o f Sou th  A fr ic a  
is f lo w in g  in to  th e  co ffe rs o f a few  in the ' 
cou n try  a n d  o thers  in  fo re ig n  lands. In 
a d d itio n  th e  W h ite  m in o rity  as a g ro u p
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have over the  years en joyed  a com p le te  
m onopo ly  o f econom ic  righ ts , p riv ileges  
a n d  o p p o rtu n itie s .
A n A N C  gove rn m en t sha ll restore  the  
w e a lth  o f o u r country , th e  h e rita g e  o f a ll 
South A frica n s  to  the  pe o p le  as a w ho le . 
The m in e ra l w e a lth  be ne a th  th e  soil, the  
banks an d  m onopo ly  in du s try  sha ll be 
trans fe rre d  to  th e  o w n e rsh ip  o f the  pe op le  
as a w ho le . *

( A t th e  m om ent th e re  a re  vast m onopo lies  
w hose ex is tence  a ffec ts  th e  live lih o o d  o f 
la rg e  num bers o f o u r p e o p le  an d  whose 
ow ne rsh ip  is in th e  hands o f Europeans 
only. It is necessary fo r  m on op o lies  which 
v ita lly  a ffec t th e  soc ia l w e ll-b e in g  o f o u r 
pe op le  such as the  m ines, th e  sugar and  
w ine  in du s try  to  be tra n s fe rre d  to p u b lic  
ow ne rsh ip  so th a t they can  be used to 
u p lif t  the  life  o f a l l th e  pe op le . A ll o th e r 
in dus try  a n d  tra d e  which is no t m ono
p o lis tic  sha ll be  a llo w e d  w ith  con tro ls  to 
ass is t the  w e ll-b e in g  o f th e  peop le .
A ll res tr ic tio n  on th e  r ig h t o f the  peop le  
to  trade , to  m a n u fa c tu re  a n d  to  en te r a ll 
trades, c ra fts  an d  p ro fess ions sha ll be 
ended.

The Land Shall be Shared Among 
Those Who Work it!

The in d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  o f South A fr ic a  
a fte r  a series o f res is tance  wars la s ting  
hund reds  o f years w ere  de prived  o f th e ir  
la nd . Today in o u r cou n try  a ll the  la n d  is 
c o n tro lle d  a n d  used as a m onopo ly  by 
th e  W h ite  m in o rity . It is o ften  sa id  th a t 
87 %  o f th e  la n d  is "o w n e d ”  by the  W h i
tes a n d  1 3 %  by th e  A frican s . In fa c t the  
la n d  occu p ie d  by A frican s  an d  re fe rred  
to  as "R eserves”  is s ta te  la n d  from  which 
they can  be rem oved a t any tim e  bu t 
wh ich fo r  th e  tim e  be in g  the  fasc is t 
go ve rn m e n t a llow s  them  to  live  on. The 
A fr ic a n s  have a lw ays m a in ta in e d  th e ir  
r ig h t to  th e  cou n try  an d  the  la n d  as a 
t ra d it io n a l b ir th r ig h t o f which they have

been robbed . Thje A N C  s lo ga n  "M a y ib u y e  
i-A fr ik a ”  was a n d  is p rec ise ly  a  dem and  
fo r  the  re tu rn  o f th e  la n d  o f A fr ic a  to  its 
in d ig e n o u s  in h a b ita n ts . A t th e  sam e tim e 
th e  lib e ra tio n  m ovem ent recogn ises th a t 
o th e r oppressed pe o p le  de p rived  o f land  
live  in South A fr ic a . The W h ite  pe op le  
w ho  now  m on op o lise  th e  la nd  have m ade 
South A fr ic a  th e ir  hom e a n d  a re  h is to r i
c a lly  p a rt o f th e  South A fr ic a n  p o p u la tio n  
a n d  as such e n tit le d  to  la nd . This m ade 
it  p e rfe c tly  co rre c t to  de m an d  th a t the  
la nd  be sha red  am o ng  those  w ho w ork  it. 
But w ho  w ork  th e  la nd ?  W ho  a re  the 
tille rs?  The b u lk  o f th e  la n d  in o u r coun try  
is in the  hands o f la n d  barons, absen tee  
la n d lo rd s , b ig  com p an ies  a n d  sta te  c a p i
ta lis t en te rp rises. The la n d  m ust be taken  
aw ay from  exc lus ive ly  E uropean con tro l 
an d  from  these g ro u p in g s  a n d  d iv ide d  
a m o ng  the  sm all fa rm ers, peasants  and  
land less  o f a ll races w ho  do n o t e x p lo it 
the  la b o u r o f o thers. Farm ers w ill be 
p reven ted  from  h o ld in g  la n d  in excess o f 
a g iven a rea , fixed  in  a c co rd a n ce  w ith  
the  con cre te  s itu a tio n  in each lo ca lity . 
Lands he ld  in com m una l o w ne rsh ip  be 
inc reased  so th a t they can  a ffo rd  a de cen t 
liv e lih o o d  to  the  pe o p le  a n d  th e ir  
o w n e rsh ip  sha ll be  g u a ra n te e d . Land 
o b ta in e d  from  la n d  ba rons  a n d  th e  m ono
po lies  sh a ll be  d is tr ib u te d  to  th e  land less  
a n d  la n d -p o o r peasants. S ta te  la n d  sha ll 
be used fo r th e  b e n e fit o f a l l th e  peop le . 
R estric tions o f la n d  o w ne rsh ip  on a ra c ia l 
basis sha ll be e n de d  a n d  a ll la nd  sha ll 
be  open  to  o w ne rsh ip  a n d  use to  a ll 
pe op le , irrespec tive  o f race.
The S ta te  sha ll h e lp  fa rm ers  w ith  im p le 
m ents. seeds, tra c to rs  a n d  dam s to  save 
soil an d  assist th e  tille rs . F reedom  o f 
m ovem ent sha ll be g u a ra n te e d  to  a ll w ho 
w ork  on the  la n d . Ins trum ents  o f con tro l 
such as th e  "T rek  Pass” , p riva te  gao ls  
on  fa rm s, fo rced  la b o u r sha ll be  a b o 
lished .
The p o licy  o f ro b b in g  p e o p le  o f th e ir
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■cattle in  o rd e r to  e n fo rce  them  to  seek 
w o rk  in  o rd e r to  pay taxes sha ll be 
s topped .

All Shall be Equal before the Law!

In term s o f such law s as th e  no to rio us  
S uppress ion  o f C om m unism  A c t; the  
N a tive  A d m in is tra tio n  A c t; th e  R iotous 
A ssem b lies  A c t; th e  Terrorism  an d  S ab o
ta g e  Acts an d  m any o th e r law s o u r pe op le  
su ffe r im p rison m en t, d e p o rta tio n  an d  
re s tr ic tio n  w ith o u t fa ir  tr ia ls . These laws 
sha ll be  a b o lish e d . N o  one  sha ll su ffe r 
Im p riso nm e n t, d e p o rta tio n  o r res tric tio n  
w ith o u t fa ir  tr ia l.
In  o u r cou n try  pe tty  go ve rnm en t o ff ic ia ls  
a re  invested w ith  vast pow ers in th e ir  d is 
c re tio n  to  condem n peop le . These powers 
sh a ll be  ended.
The cou rts  o f South A fr ic a  a re  m anned 
by W h ite  o ffic ia ls , m ag is tra tes , ju dg es . 
As a resu lt th e  cou rts  serve as ins trum en ts  
o f opp ress ion . The d e m ocra tic  s ta te sha ll 
c rea te  cou rts  rep rese n ta tive  o f a ll the  
peop le .
South A fr ic a  has th e  h igh es t p ro p o rtio n  
o f p risoners  o f any sta te  in th e  w o rld . This 
is because  the re  a re  s o jn a n y  pe tty  in fr in 
gem en ts  to  which a pe n a lty  o f im p riso n 
m en t is a ttached . In a new South A fr ic a , 
im p rison m en t sha ll on ly  be  fo r  serious 
crim es a g a in s t the  peop le , an d  sha ll a im  
a t re -e d u ca tio n , no t vengeance .
It  has been a  s ta n d in g  p o licy  o f W h ite  
governm ents  in South A fr ic a  to  p reven t 
A fr ic a n s  an d  o th e r n o n -W h ite s  from  h o l
d in g  resp on s ib le  pos itions  in  th e  p o lice  
fo rce . The p resen t p o lic e  fo rce  an d  arm y 
a re  ins trum en ts  o f coe rc io n  to  p ro te c t 
W h ite  suprem acy. T he ir w h o le  a im  is 
p u n itiv e  a n d  te rro r is tic  a g a in s t th e  m a jo 
rity  o f th e  p o p u la tio n .
It  is th e  m a jo r a im  o f th e  a rm ed revo lu tion  
to  d e fe a t a n d  destroy th e  p o lic e  fo rce , 
arrrvy an d  o th e r ins trum en ts  o f coe rc io n  o f 
th e  p re sen t s ta te . *

In a D e m o cra tic  South A fr ic a  th e  arm y 
a n d  p o lic e  fo rce  sh a ll be  open  to  pe op le  
o f a l l races. A lre a d y  U m kh on to  W e Sizwe
— th e  nuc leus  o f o u r fu tu re  pe op les 's  arm y 
is an  a rm ed fo rce  w o rk in g  in the  in te rests 
o f p e o p le  d ra w n  from  th e  la nd  fo r th e ir  
lib e ra tio n . It consists o f pe op le  d raw n  
from  a ll p o p u la tio n  g ro up s  in South 
A fr ic a .

All Shall Enjoy Equal Human Rights)

South A fr ic a  has num erous laws w h ich  
lim it  o r in fr in g e  th e  hum an  righ ts  o f the  
peop le . O n e  need on ly  m en tion  the  n o to r i
ous S uppress ion o f C om m unism  A c t; Pro
c la m a tio n  400 w h ich  im poses a s ta te  o f 
em ergency in th e  T ranske i; the  P roc lam a
tio n  o f 1953 w h ich  bans m ee tings o f m ore 
th a n  ten A fr ic a n s  in  schedu led  a re a s ; the  
N a tive  Laws A m en dm e n t A c t which in tro 
duces ra c ia l d is c r im in a tio n  in  churches 
a n d  p laces o f w o rs h ip ; the  Ban tu  E duca
tio n  A c t w h ich  m akes e d u c a tio n  w ith o u t a 
go ve rnm en t p e rm it an  o ffen ce  -  sure ly  an  
o ffen ce  u n iq u e  in  th e  w o rld  -  to  ed uca te  
w ith o u t a p e rm it!
A ll th e  above  Acts a n d  re g u la tio n s  w ill be  
swept aw ay by a p e op le 's  governm ent. 
The law  sha ll g u a ra n te e  to  a ll,  th e ir  r ig h t 
to  speak, to  o rg a n is e  to  m eet to g e th e r, to  
pu b lish , to  p reach , to  w o rsh ip  a n d  to  e d u 
c a te  th e ir  c h ild re n .
The Pass Laws o f South A fr ic a  resu lt in  
th e  a rre s t o f an  ave rag e  o f 1,000 persons 
a day. These law s co n tro l a n d  p ro h ib it  
m ovem ent o f ou r pe o p le  in  th e  coun try . 
There a re  a lso  law s w h ich  res tr ic t m ove
m en t from  o n e  p rov ince  to  a n o th e r. As 
p a rt o f th e ir  che ck in g  o f th e  p e o p le  num e
rous p o lic e  ra ids  a re  o rg a n ise d  d u rin g  
w h ich  hom es a re  b roken  in to  a t any tim e  
o f th e  day o r n ig h t. M any law s g ive  the  
po lice  pow ers to  e n te r peop le 's ; hom es 
w ith o u t w a rra n t a n d  fo r  n o  a p p a re n t re a 
son excep t to  te rro rise  them .
A ll th is  sha ll b e  a b o lish e d . The privacy o f
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the  hom e from  p o lic e  ra ids  sha ll be  p ro 
tec ted  by law .
A ll sha ll be  fre e  to  trave l w ith o u t res tric 
tio n s  from  cou n trys id e  to  tow n, from  prov
ince  to  p rov ince  a n d  from  South A frica  
ab roa d .
Pass laws, pe rm its  a n d  a ll o th e r laws 
res tr ic tin g  th e se .fre e d o m s  sh a ll be a b o li
shed. »

There Shall be Work and Security I

As w ith  eve ry th ing  e lse th e  r ig h ts  o f c o l
lec tive  b a rg a in in g  o f w o rkers  in  South 
A fr ic a  have been tw is ted  a n d  w a rpe d  by 
ra c ia l ideas a n d  prac tices . A fr ic a n s  do 
n o t have th e  r ig h t to  fo rm  reg is te re d  tra d e  
un ions  an d  a re  p ro h ib ite d  from  g o in g  on 
strike. O th e r w orkers a re  fo rced  to  be lo n g  
to  ra c ia lly  d iv id e d  un ions . The g o ve rn 
m en t has the  pow er to  d e te rm in e  w h a t 
jobs  sha ll be  reserved fo r  w h a t ra c ia l 
g roups. People o f d iffe re n t races a re  pa id  
d iffe re n tia l w a g e  ra tes fo r  th e  sam e work. 
M ig ra to ry  la b o u r is a ch ie f fe a tu re  o f the  
South A fr ic a n  econom y a n d  leads to  m as
sive soc ia l up he ava l a n d  d is tress p a rtic u 
la rly  am o ng  A frican s . In th e  D em ocra tic  
S ta te  th e  A N C  is d e te rm in e d  to  ach ieve, 
a l l w ho  w ork  sha ll be  fre e  to  fo rm  tra d e  
un ions, to  e lec t th e ir  o ffice rs  a n d  to  make 
w a ge  ag reem en ts  w ith  th e ir  em ployers. 
The S tate sha ll recogn ise  th e  r ig h t an d  duty 
o f a ll to  w ork an d  to  d ra w  fu ll unem p loy
m en t bene fits . M en a n d  w om en o f a ll 
races sha ll rece ive  e q u a l pay fo r  eq ua l 
w ork. There sha ll be  a fo rty -h o u r w o rk ing  
w eek, a n a tio n a l m in im um  w age, p a id  
a n n u a l leave, an d  sick leave fo r a ll w o r
kers a n d  m a te rn ity  leave on fu ll pay fo r 
a l l w o rk in g  m others. M iners , dom estic  
w orkers , fa rm  w orkers, a n d  c iv il servants 
sha ll have  th e  sam e righ ts  as a ll o thers 
w ho  w o rk  to  fo rm  tra d e  un ions, an d  jo in  
p o lit ic a l o rg a n isa tio n s .
The use o f c h ild  la b o u r, th e  hous ing  o f 
m a le  w orkers  in s in g le  m en 's com pounds,

the  system wher£by~Workers on w ine  fa rm s 
a re  p a id  to ts  o f w ine  as p a rt paym en t on 
th e ir  wages, c o n tra c t la b o u r -  a ll these 
pe rn ic io u s  p rac tices  sha ll be  a b o lish e d  by 
a v ic to riou s  re vo lu tio n a ry  governm ent.

The Doors of Learning and Culture 
Shall be Opened I

O n e  o f the  b igg es t crim es o f the  system 
o f W h ite  suprem acy is th e  d a m a g e  it has 
d o ne  to  th e  de vep lom e n t o f the  pe op le  o f 
South A frica  in the  fie ld s  o f le a rn in g  and  
cu ltu re . O n  the  one  hand  the  m inds o f 
W h ite  pe op le  have been po isoned  w ith  a ll 
m anne r o f u n s c ie n tif ic  an d  ra c ia lis t 
tw a d d le  in th e ir  sep a ra te  schools, c o lle 
ges a n d  un ive rs ities . There has been m ade 
a v a ila b le  to  them  a ll th e  w orst fo rm s o f 
so -ca lle d  W este rn  c u ltu re . The best c re a 
tions  o f a rt, w r itin g , the  th e a tre  and  
c inem a w h ich  exto l th e  un ity  o f the  hum an 
fam ily  an d  th e  need fo r  lib e rty  a re  on ly 
m ade a v a ila b le  in d ribs  an d  d rabs, w h ils t 
the  g e n e ra l p o s itio n  is on e  o f a c u ltu ra l 
desert.
As fa r  as the  n o n -W h ite  pe o p le  a re  co n 
cerned  the  p ic tu re  is one  o f d e p riva tio n  
a ll a lo n g  th e  line . O n e  has to  th in k  hard  
to  d iscove r w h e the r o r no t th e re  is even 
one  s in g le  the a tre , d ra m a  school, b a lle t 
school, co lle g e  o f m usic to  w h ich  non- 
W h ites  a re  a d m itte d  in South A fr ic a . In 
C a pe  Town th e re  is some rid ic u lo u s ly  s lig h t 
o p e n in g  fo r C o lo u re d  peop le . O th e rw ise  
e igh ty  p e rcen t o f th e  pe op le  o f South 
A fr ic a  a re  by an d  la rg e  con fine d  to  
p a tro n is in g  the  few  c inem as w hose fa re  is 
th e  m ost in fe r io r  type o f A m erican  c inem a 
a rt.
A  v ig ila n t cen so rsh ip  system exists to  
ensure  th a t these ra c ia lly  sep a ra te  c in e 
mas do no t show no n -W h ite s  a n y th in g  
th a t is con s id e red  to  be bad  fo r them  by 
th e  au th o ritie s .
It is n o t on ly  th a t no n -W h ite s  a re  v ir tu a lly  
d e b a rre d  from  the  c u ltu ra l p ro d u c tio n s  o f
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m an k in d , b u t in a d d itio n  eve ry th ing  has 
been d o n e  to  p reven t them  d e ve lop ing  
th e ir  ow n n a tio n a l cu ltu res . P ub lish ing  is 
s tric tly  co n tro lle d . A p a rt from  th e  most 
b a n a l fo rm s o f m usic, th e  pe op le  a re  no t 
e n c o u ra g e d  o r a llo w e d  to  p ro du ce  such 
m usic as enhances  th e ir  sp irit. Such 
m usic as con ta in s  p ro tes t a g a in s t c o n d i
t ion s  o f life  a re  sea rched fo r a n d  p ro h i
b ite d . The la n g u a g e s  o f the  pe op le  a re  
n o t pe rm itte d  to  be deve loped  by them  in 
th e ir  ow n way. Ig n o ra n t a n d  o ffic io u s  
W h ite  pro fessors s it in e d u c a tio n  com m it
tees as a rb ite rs  o f A fr ic a n  la n g u a g e s  and  
books w ith o u t c o n s u lta tio n  w ith  the  
p e o p le  conce rned . The g ro te squ e  spec
ta c le  is seen o f the  W h ite  go ve rnm en t o f 
South A fr ic a  po s in g  as a "p ro te c to r "  o f 
so -ca lle d  Ban tu  c u ltu re  a n d  tra d itio n s  o f 
w hich they know  n o th in g . The a rro g a n c e  o f 
the  fascis ts  knows no b o u n d s ! They a p p a r
en tly  love A fr ic a n  c u ltu re  m ore th a n  the  
A frica n s  them se lves! The tru th  is th a t they 
w ish to  preserve these  aspects o f the  
A fr ic a n  tra d it io n  w h ich  co n ta in  d iv is ive  
ten den c ie s  like ly  to  p reven t the  c o n s o lid a 
t io n  o f th e  A fr ic a n  p e o p le  as a n a tio n . 
The forces, rep resen ted  in  th e  p resen t 
sta te  a fte r c o m b a tin g  e d u c a tio n  o f no n - 
W h ites  fo r  over on e  h u n d re d  years sud 
de n ly  de c id e d  to  take  over a l l e d u ca tio n  
as a s ta te  re sp on s ib ility . The resu lt was 
th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f a ra c ia lly  m otiva ted 
id e o lo g ic a l e d u c a tio n ; a lo w e rin g  o f s ta n d 
a rd s ; th e  em ergence  o f t r ib a l co lle g e s ; 
a n d  th e  in te n s ific a tio n  o f ra c ia l sep a ra 
t io n  in un ive rs ity  e d u ca tio n . S cience and  
te ch n o lo g y  a re  ha rd ly  ta u g h t to  non- 
W h ites . The t ra in in g  o f doc to rs  a n d  o th e r 
m ed ica l pe rson ne l is deriso ry.
The D e m ocra tic  S ta te  sha ll d iscover, 
de ve lop  a n d  e n c o u ra g e  n a tio n a l ta le n t 
fo r  th e  en h a n ce m e n t o f o u r c u ltu ra l life ;  
a l l c u ltu ra l treasu res  o f m an k in d  sha ll be 
open  to  a ll,  by fre e  e xch an ge  o f books, 

. ideqs a n d  c o n ta c t w ith  o th e r lands. The 
a im  o f e d u c a tio n  sh a ll be  to  tea ch  th e

you th  to  love th e ir  p e o p le  an d  th e ir  c u l
tu re , to  ho no u r hum an b ro th e r-h ood , 
lib e rty  an d  peace.
E duca tion  sha ll be free, com pulsory, u n i
versa l a n d  e q u a l fo r a ll ch ild re n .
H ig h  e d u c a tio n  an d  te c h n ic a l t ra in in g  
sha ll be open ed  to  a ll by m eans o f s tate 
a llo w a n ce s  an d  scho la rsh ips  aw a rd e d  on 
the  basis o f m erit.
A d u lt il lite ra c y  sh a ll be ended  by a mass 
s ta te  e d u ca tio n  p lan .
Teachers sha ll have th e  rig h ts  o f o ther 
c itizens to  o rg a n ise  them selves an d  p a r t i
c ip a te  in p o lit ic a l life . The co lou r ba r in 
c u ltu ra l life , in  spo rt a n d  e d u ca tio n  sha ll 
be ab o lishe d .

There Shall be Houses, 
Security and Comfort!

M ig ra to ry  la b o u r a n d  its c o n c o m ita n t o f 
sep a ra tio n  o f fa m ilie s , soc ia l p rob lem s 
a n d  distress, is on e  o f th e  tra g e d ie s  of 
South A frica . R e s iden tia l se g re g a tio n  is 
the  o rd e r o f the  day th ro u g h o u t South 
A frica . M assive sho rta g e  a n d  ba d  hous
ing  fo r no n -W h ite s  a n d  huge  hom es an d  
fla ts  m ost o f w h ich  a re  e ith e r em pty o r 
n o t fu lly  used fo r  th e  W h ite  m inority . The 
in fa n t m o rta lity  ra te  in  ou r cou n try  is 
am ong  the  h ig h e s t in  the  w o rld , an d  the  
life  expectancy o f A fr ic a n s  am o ng  the 
lowest. M e d ic a l services a re  ha p h a za rd  
an d  costly.
The D e m ocra tic  s ta te  e s ta b lished  a fte r  the  
v ic to ry o f the  re vo lu tio n  sha ll ensure  the  
r ig h t o f the  p e o p le  to  live w h e re  they 
choose, to  be de ce n tly  housed, an d  to  
b r in g  up th e ir  fa m ilie s  in com fo rt an d  
security. The vast unused ho us ing  space 
in such a reas as th e  f la tld n d s  o f H illb ro w  
an d  Joh annesburg  sh a ll bfe m ade a v a il
a b le  to  the  pe op le . Rent an d  prices sha ll 
be low ered , a n d  a d e q u a te  am dun ts  o f 
foo d  sha ll be m ade a v a ila b le  to  the 
peop le . A  preven tive  h e a lth  schem e sha ll 
be  run by th e ' s ta te . F ree m e d ica l ca re
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an d  h o s p ita lis a tio n  sha ll be  p rov ided  fo r 
a ll, w ith  m ed ica l ca re  fo r  m others an d  
young c h ild re n . Slums, w h ich  have to  
some exten t been dem olishecf in th e  n ine  
m a jo r cen tres o f th e  coun try  sh a ll be 
e lim in a te d  in th e  m id d le  o f tow ns an d  
ru ra l a re a i w h e re  th e  m a jo rity  o f the  

pe o p le  live.
New  suburbs sha ll be  b u ilt  w here  p rope r 
fa c ilit ie s  sha ll be  p ro v id ed  o f transp o rt,

‘ lig h tin g , p lay in g  fie lds , creches an d  socia l 
centres.
The aged , the  o rp ha ns , th e  d is a b le d  an d  
the  sick sha ll be ca red  fo r  by th e  State. 
Every person sha ll have th e  r ig h t to  le i
sure, rest a n d  rec re a tio n .
Fenced lo ca tio ns , a n d  ra c ia l ghe ttoes  
sha ll be ab o lish e d  a n d  law s w h ich  resu lt 
in  the  b re a k -u p  o f fa m ilie s  sh a ll be 

repea led .

There Shall be Peace 
and Friendship!

In the  w ake  o f th e  v ic to riou s  revo lu tion  a 
D e m ocra tic  P eop le ’s R epub lic  sha ll be 
p ro c la im e d  in Sou th  A fr ic a . This sha ll be 
a fu lly  in d e p e n d e n t s ta te  w h ich  respects 
th e  rig h ts  a n d  sove re ign ty  o f na tions. 
South A fr ic a  sh a ll strive to  m a in ta in  w o rld  
peace  an d  th e  se ttle m e n t o f in te rn a tio n a l 
d ispu tes  by n e g o tia t io n  — no t war.
Peace a n d  fr ie n d s h ip  am ongst a ll pe op le  
sha ll be  secured by u p h o ld in g  the  e q u a l 
righ ts , o p p o rtu n it ie s  a n d  status o f a ll.
The D e m o cra tic  s ta te  sha ll m a in ta in  c lose 
n e ig h b o u rly  re la tio n s  w ith  the  sta tes o f 
Lesotho, Botsw ana an d  S w az iland  in 
p la c e  o f th e  p resen t ve iled  th rea ts  an d  
e conom ic  pressure a p p lie d  a g a in s t ou r 
b ro the rs  a n d  sisters in  these sta tes by 
W h ite  suprem acy.
D e m ocra tic  South A fr ic a  sh a ll ta ke  its 
p la ce  as a m em ber o f th e  O A U  a n d  w o rk  
to  s treng then  P an -A frican  u n ity  in  a l l 
f ie ld s . O u r cou n try  w ill ac tive ly  s u p p o rt 
n a tio n a l lib e ra tio n  m ovem ents o f the

peop les  o f th e  w o r ld -a g a in s t im p e ria lism , 
c o lo n ia lism  an d  ne o -co lo n ia lism . 
D ip lo m a tic  re la tio n s  w ill be  es tab lished  
w ith  a ll cou n trie s  rega rd less  o f th e ir  
soc ia l a n d  p o lit ic a l systems on the  p r in 
c ip les  o f m u tua l respect fo r  each  o th e r's  
in de pen de nce , sove re ignty  a n d  te rr ito r ia l 

in te g rity .
The econom ic  a n d  c u ltu ra l in te rests  o f 
those  cou n trie s  w h ich  sym path ise  w ith  and  
s u p p o rt th e  s tru g g le  o f South A fr ic a  fo r 
freed om  sh a ll be  respected.
The re vo lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le  is in its in fancy . 
It w ill be a  lo ng  ha rd  road . To accom p lish  
th e  g lo r io u s  task o f th e  re vo lu tion  m axi
mum un ity  am o ng  a ll n a tio n a l g roups  an d  
revo lu tiona ry  fo rces  m ust be  c rea te d  an d  
m a in ta in e d . A ll South A fr ic a n  p a trio ts  
w hateve r th e ir  race  m ust ta ke  th e ir  p lace  
in th e  re vo lu tio n  -under th e  b a n n e r o f the  
A fr ic a n  N a tio n a l C ongress. Forw ard to  
re vo lu tion  a n d  th e  v ic tory o f the  pe op le 's  
p ro g ra m m e o f l ib e ra t io n !
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Guerrilla famdom fighters on 
th* move i
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THE
FREEDOM
CHARTER

Adopted at the Congress 
of the People,
Kliptown, South Africa, 
on 26 June 1955.

W e, the People of South Ahic«, 
declare for all our country 
and the 
world to know:

th a t South A fr ic a  b e lo ngs  to  a ll w ho  live 
in it, b lack  an d  w h ite , a n d  th a t no 
gove rnm en t can ju s tly  c la im  a u th o rity  
unless it  is based on th e  w ill o f a ll the  
p e o p le ; th a t o u r p e o p le  have been robed 
o f th e ir  b ir th r ig h t to  la n d , lib e rty  and  
peace  by a fo rm  o f g o ve rn m en t fou nde d  
on in ju s tic e  a n d  in e q u a lity ; 
th a t ou r cou n try  w ill never be prosperous 
o r fre e  u n til a l l o u r p e o p le  live in  b ro th e r
hood e n jo y ing  e q u a l r igh ts  an d  o p p o r

tu n it ie s ;
th a t on ly  a d e m ocra tic  state, based on 
the  w ill o f a ll th e  peop le , can secure to 
a l l th e ir  b ir th r ig h ts  w ith o u t d is tin c tio n  or 
co lou r, race, sex o r b e lie f;
A n d  the re fo re , we the  pe op le  o f South

A frica , b la ck  an d  w h ite  to g e th e r — 
equa ls, coun trym en an d  b ro thers  — a d o p t 
th is  Freedom  C h a rte r. A nd  we p led ge  
ourselves to  strive to g e th e r spa ring  
n e ithe r s treng th  no r cou rage , u n til the  
de m ocra tic  changes set o u t here have 

been w on.

shall govern!

Every m an an d  w om an sha ll have the  
r ig h t to  vote fo r  a n d  to  s tand  as a c a n d i
d a te  fo r  a ll bod ies w h ich  m ake law s;
A ll pe op le  sha ll be e n tit le d  to  take  p a rt 
in  the  a d m in is tra tio n  o f the  cou n try ;
The righ ts  o f the  pe op le  sha ll be  the 
same, regard less  o f race c o lo u r or 

sex;
A ll bod ies o f m ino rity  ru le , advisory 
boards, cou nc ils  a n d  a u th o ritie s  sha ll be 
rep la ced  by de m ocra tic  o rgans o f self- 
governm ent.
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All national groups shall have equal 
rights!

There sha ll be  e q u a l sta tus in the  bod ies 
o f state, in the  cou rts  an d  in the  schools 
fo r a ll n a tio n a l g ro up s  an d  races;
A ll pe op le  sha ll have e q u a l r ig h t to  use 
th e ir  own la ng uag es , and  to de ve lop  th e ii 
own fo lk  c u ltu re  and  custom s;
A ll n a tio n a l g roups  sha ll be p ro te c ted  by 
law  a g a in s t in su lts  to th e ir  race and  
n a tio n a l p r id e ;
The p re a ch in g  an d  p ra c tice  o f n a tio n a l, 
race  o r c o lo u r d is c r im in a tio n  an d  co n 
tem pt sha ll be a p u n is h a b le  c rim e ; A ll 
a p a rth e id  laws an d  p rac tices  sha ll be set
aside .

The people shall share in the 
country's wealth!

The n a tio n a l w e a lth  o f o u r country , the  
h e rita g e  o f a il South A frican s , sha ll be 
restored to  the  p e o p le ;
The m in e ra l w e a lth  benea th  th e  soil, the  
banks an d  m onopo ly  in dus try  sha ll be 
trans fe rre d  to the  ow ne rsh ip  o f the  
pe op le  as a w h o le ;
A ll o th e r indus try  a n d  tra d e  sha ll be 
c o n tro lle d  to  assist the  w e ll-b e in g  o f the  
p e o p le ;
A ll pe op le  sha ll have e q u a l r igh ts  to 
tra d e  w here  they choose, to m an u fa c tu re  
an d  to en te r a l l trades, c ra fts  and  
pro fessions.

The land shall be shared among 
those who work it!

R estrictions o f la nd  ow ne rsh ip  on a 
ra c ia l basis sha ll be  ended, an d  a ll the  
la nd  red iv id ed  am ongst those w ho w ork 
it, to  ban ish  fa m in e  a n d  la nd  h u n g e r;
The sta te  sha ll h e lp  the  peasants  w ith  
im p lem ents , seed, trac to rs  an d  dam s to 
save the  soil an d  assist the  t ille rs ; 
F reedom  o f m ovem ent sha ll be g u a ra n 
teed  to a ll w ho w ork on the  la n d ;

A ll sha ll have the  r ig h t to occupy land  
w herever they choose ; People sha ll not 
be rob be d  o f th e ir  ca ttle , an d  fo rced  
la b o u r an d  fa rm  prisons sha ll be a b o li
shed.

All shall be equal before the law!

No one  sha ll be im p risoned  d e p o rte d  or 
res tric ted  w ith o u t a fa ir  t r ia l;
N o one  sha ll be condem ned by the  o rde i 
o f any G ove rnm en t o f f ic ia l;
The cou rts  sha ll be rep resen ta tive  o f a ll 
the  p e o p le ; Im p riso nm e n t sha ll be on ly  
fo r serious crim es a g a in s t the  peop le, 
an d  sha ll a im  a t re -e d u ca tio n , no t venge
a n c e ; The p o lic e  fo rce  a n d  arm y sha ll 
be open  to  a ll on an  e q u a l basis and  
sha ll be the  he lpers  a n d  p ro tecto rs  o f the  
p e o p le ; A ll laws w h ich  d isc r im in a te  on 
g ro un ds  o f race, c o lo u r o r b e lie f sha ll be 
repea led .

All shall enjoy equal human rights!

The law  sha ll g u a ra n te e  to a ll th e ir  r ig h t 
to speak, to o rg an ise , to  m eet toge the r, 
to pub lish , to  p reach , to w o rsh ip  an d  to 
ed uca te  th e ir  c h ild re n ;
The privacy o f the  house from  po lice  
ra ids sha ll be p ro te c ted  by la w ;
A ll sha ll be fre e  to  trave l w ith o u t 
res tric tion  from  cou n trys id e  to  tow n, from  
prov ince  to  p rov ince  and  from  South 
A frica  a b ro a d ; Pass Laws, perm its  and  
a ll o th e r laws res tr ic tin g  these freedom s 
sha ll be ab o lish e d .

There shall be work and security!

A ll w ho w ork sha ll be free  to form  tra d e  
un ions, to e lec t th e ir  o ffice rs  an d  to  m ake 
w a ge  ag reem en ts  w ith  th e ir  em p loyers . 
The sta te  sha ll recogn ise  the  r ig h t and  
du ty  o f a ll to w brk, an d  to  d raw  fu ll 
unem p loym en t b e n e f i ts ; ,
M en an d  wom en o f a ll races sha ll receive 
e q u a l pay fo r’ e q u a l w o rk ; . .
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There sha ll be a fo rty -h o u r w o rk ing  week, 
a n a tio n a l m in im um  w age, p a id  a n n u a l 
leave, an d  sick leave fo r a l l w orkers an d  
m ate rn ity  leave on fu ll pay f(V a ll w o rk ing  
m othe rs ;
M iners, dom estic  workers, fa rm  workers, 
a n d  c iv il servants sha ll, have the  same 
righ ts  as a ll o thers  w ho w o rk ;
C h ild  la bo u r, com pound  la b o u r, the  to t 
system and  c o n tra c t la b o u r sha ll be 
ab o lished .

The doors of learning and of culture 
shall be opened I

The gove rnm en t sha ll d iscover, de ve lop  
an d  en co u ra g e  n a tio n a l ta le n t fo r the 
e n h a n ce m e n t o f o u r c u ltu ra l l i fe ;  A ll the  
c u ltu ra l treasu res o f m ank ind  sha ll be 
open  to  a ll, by fre e  e xch an ge  o f books, 
ideas an d  c o n ta c t w ith  o th e r la n d s ; The 
a im  o f e d u ca tio n  sha ll be  to  teach  the  
youth to  love th e ir  pe o p le  a n d  th e ir  c u l
tu re , to  h o n o u r hu m an  b ro th e rh oo d  
lib e rty  an d  pe ace ;
E duca tion  sha ll be free , com pulsory , u n i
versa l an d  e q u a l fo r a ll c h ild re n ;
H ig h e r e d u c a tio n  a n d  te c h n ic a l tra in in g  
sha ll be  open ed  to  a ll by m eans o f s tate 
a llow an ces  an d  scho la rsh ips  aw ard ed  on 
the  basis o f m e rit;
A d u lt  il lite ra c y  sha ll be ended by a mass 
state e d u c a tio n  p la n ; Teachers sha ll 
have a ll th e  r igh ts  o f o th e r c itizens ;
The c o lo u r b a r in cu ltu ra l life , in  sport 
and ' in  ed u ca tio n  sha ll be abo lishe d .

There shall be houses, 
security and comfort!

A ll p e o p le  sha ll have the  r ig h t to live 
w h ere  they  choose, to be decen tly  hous
ed, a n d  to  b r in g  up th e ir  fa m ilie s  in 
com fort, a n d  secu rity ;
U nused ho u s in g  space to be m ade 
a v a ila b le  to the  p e o p le ;
Rent a n d  prices sh a ll be low ered, food 
p le n tifu l an d  no one  sh a ll go  hu ng ry :

A preven tive  ■health schem e sha ll be  run 
by the  s ta te ;
Free m ed ica l ca re  a n d  h o s p ita lis a tio n  
sha ll be p rov ided  fo r  a ll, w ith  spec ia l 
ca re  fo r m others a n d  young c h ild re n ; 
Slums sha ll be  de m o lishe d , a n d  new 
suburbs b u ilt, w here  a ll have transp o rt, 
roads, lig h tin g , p la y in g  fie lds , c reches an d  
soc ia l cen tres ;
The aged , the  o rphans, th e  d is a b le d  and  
the  sick sha ll be  ca red  fo r  by the  
s ta le ;
Rest, le isu re  a n d  rec re a tio n  sha ll be  the  
r ig h t o f a l l ;  Fenced lo ca tio n s  a n d  gh e t- 
toes sha ll be  a b o lish e d , a n d  laws w h ich  
b reak  up  fa m ilie s  sha ll be  re p e a le d : 
South A fr ic a  sha ll be  a fu lly  in d e p e n d e n t

sovere ign ty o f na tions.

There shall be peace and friendship!

South A fr ic a  sha ll strive to  m a in ta in  
w o rld  peace  an d  the  se ttle m e n t • o f a ll 
in te rn a tio n a l d ispu tes  by n e g o tia tio n  -  
not w a r:
Peace a n d  fr ie n d s h ip  a m o ng s t a ll ou r 
p e op le  sha ll be  secured by u p h o ld in g  
th e  e q u a l righ ts , o p p o rtu n it ie s  an d  sta tus 
of a l l ;  The p e o p le  o f th e  p ro te c to ra te s  — 
B asu to la nd , B ech u a n a la n d  a n d  Sw azi
la n d  -  sha ll be fre e  to  d e c id e  fo r them 
selves th e ir  ow n fu tu re ;
The rig h t o f a ll th e  peop les  o f A fr ic a  to 
in d e p e n d e n ce  an d  se lf-g ove rnm en t sha ll 
be  recogn ized , a n d  sha ll be  the  basis o f 
c lose co -o p e ra tio n .
Let a l l w ho  love th e ir  p e o p le  a n d  the ir 
coun try  now  say, as w e say h e re :

,These freedom s we w ill f ig h t fo r, s ide  
by side, th ro u g h o u t o u r lives u n t il w e have  
won o u r libe rty .'
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