
Making Criminals
The method of collecting 

Native taxes has been strongly 
criticised lately and public 
attention has been drawn to 
numerous cases of hardship.

This agitation has served a 
good purpose, for the Govern
ment has now decided to appoint 
a departmental committee to 
inquire into the present method 
and to receive representations 
from everyone interested.

The most serious aspe.ct of 
this problem is the appalling 
number of Natives committed to 
gaol each year for non-payment 
of their taxes. This form of 
punishment does nothing but 
degrade the race, remove from 
the mind of the Native any 
dread he may have had of
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imprisonment, and place him in 
close contact' with habitual 
criminals.

Nearly 77 per cent, of the 
total number of Natives con
victed last year were convicted 
of statutory, revenue or muni
cipal offences. Nearly 63^00  
were convicted under the Native 
Taxation Act, and nearly 60,000 
under the Native Pass Laws. 
Convictions under these two 
heads alone totalled 123,000, as 
against only 82,423 convictions 
for, such common. law offences 
as theft, assault, breach of the 
peace, stock theft, faction fight
ing, housebreaking and riotous 
behaviour.

Some measure of compulsion 
is, of course, necessary, and 
there seems to be much in 
favour of the suggestion that 
defaulting Natives should be 
sent to work camps where they 
can earn sufficient money to 
meet their liabilities. It is to 
be hoped that the Departmental 
Committee will evolve a scheme 
on these lines, which, while 
operating less harshly upon the 
Native community, will be none 
the less effective in preventing 
them from evading their re- 

' sponsibilities to the State.
There is much to be said for 

the old system whereby Native 
areas were visited every year 
by tax-collecting officers. This 
system not only achieved more 
prompt payment but it estab
lished closer contact between 
the Bantu people and the 
authorities. Natives were able 
to seek the advice of these 
officers, bring forward their 
many troubles, and obtain 
sympathetic guidance. To-day 
they have to leave their kraals 
and walk, sometimes great 
distances, to the nearest magis
trate’s court to pay their tax.

A return to the old system 
would remove much unnecessary 
hardship.

11
J 2  I

•V 0 (S>



Collection no: A1655 
Collection: HUNT, Donald Papers

PUBLISHER:
Publisher:- Historical Papers, The Library, University of the
Witwatersrand
Location:- Johannesburg
©2013

LEGAL NOTICES:
Copyright Notice: All materials on the Historical Papers website 
are protected by South African copyright law and may not be 
reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise 
published in any format, without the prior written permission of the 
copyright owner.

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all 
copyright and other notices contained therein, you may download 
material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) 
for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only.

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical 
Papers, The Library, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 
are reminded that such records sometimes contain material which is 
uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these digital 
records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information 
contained herein is obtained from sources believed to be accurate 
and reliable, Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand has 
not independently verified their content. Consequently, the 
University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes 
any and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the 
information on the website or any related information on third party 
websites accessible from this website.


