
REPORT FROM WITS BRANCH OF THE END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 

NATIO N AL COMMITTEE 3 rd  - 5th JUNE

OVERVIEW

Wits ECC has had a d i f f ic u l t  last two months. A lthough  we have been 

able to  consolidate a core g roup  of about 20 members we have had a large 

degree of d i f f ic u l t y  in d raw ing  in a w id e r  g ro u p  of members. O ur 

a c t iv i t ies  have not been v e ry  high p ro f i le  o r  cohesive in the way we have 

pu t them on to  campus. O ur s trong po in ts  appear to be an assert ive  

education programme, a decentra lised and ro ta t in g  middle leadership and 

a pos it ive  dynamic w ith in  the g roup .

MORALE

O ur morale at the  moment is re la t ive ly  OK and th is  seems linked to 

w he the r o r  not we are involved in any a c t iv i ty  o r  in te rven tion  onto 

campus. The re  seems to be a posit ive dynamic emerging w ith in  the g roup  

and o u r  membership is drawn from a w ide v a r ie ty  of backgrounds and 

experiences. Low points can be a t t r ib u te d  to  a lack of a c t iv i ty  o r  an 

event th a t  d id n ' t  achieve what it  was supposed to . A pa rt ia l f ru s t ra t io n  

was the  b reak  down in process between a good p lann ing  weekend and 

p u t t in g  those ideas in to  action th ro ugh  the  sub g roups  and G .B .



A C T IV IT IE S  AND THE CAMPAIGN

O ur ac t iv it ies  th is  term have been somewhat d ispara te  w ith  a s l ig h t  lack 

of ove r  all organ isation cohesion. We set o u r  goals fo r  th is  term as 1. 

ra is ing  the  issue of conscr ip t ion  onto campus th ro u g h  small scale 

g ra s s - ro o t  ac t iv i t ie s ,  2. conso lidating o u r  membership and o u r  subgroups 

in to w o rk in g  en tit ies  and 3. es tab lish ing  s t ru c tu re s  and l inks  to fac i l i ta te  

the campaign ac t iv it ies  o f the  t h i r d  te rm . O ur ac t iv it ies  th is  term have 

inc luded a p icke t around C .O 's  (Dave Bruce and Ivan Tom s), a f ilm  show, 

showing Witness to A p a rth e id ,  a pamphlet on Angola, and w o rk ing  on 

media around Dave Bruce. Media includes a series of s t ic k e rs ,  a poster 

and a pamphlet which branches w ill be g iven copies o f .  Behind the 

scenes w o rk  has inc luded the  se tt ing  up of an advice bureau w ith  Careers 

and Counselling U n it ,  w o rk in g  w ith  SAVS around o u r  ASP p ro jec t and a 

COSG workshop . The re  has also been w ork  done w ith  the  Law Students 

Council and a g roup  of engineers fo r  seminars to be held in the 3rd  

b lock . Some p lann ing  fo r  the 3 rd  b lock has a lready occu rred  (ideas th a t  

are been worked on are a mass meeting the  week of the  call up, a concert,  

a f i lm  fe s t iv a l,  a p icke t,  and the ho ld ing of 'know  y o u r  r ig h ts '  forums 

in the 4th term. The campaign a lthough discussed conceptua lly  and 

w ith in  education forums w ill on ly  be f u l l y  consolidated once o u r  vacation 

p lann ing  meeting has happened. The on ly  f ixe d  a c t iv i ty  is the combined 

ASP camp w ith  SAVS to Bushbuck Ridge in the  eastern T v l  ove r  the  J u ly  

vacation. We have a lready met the  S ta r newspaper about th is  and they  

w ill be run n in g  a fea tu re  in 'S ta r  B r id g e ’ about the idea of A l te rn a t iv e  

National Service. The camp w ill p roba b ly  take about 10 days and w ill 

be a mix o f about 16 ECC and SAVS members and we w ill be w o rk ing  hard 

on p u b l ic i ty  fo r  the  camp both be fore  and a f te r  i t  has taken place.

EDUCATION AND TR AIN ING



O ur education and t ra in in g  programme seems to  be one of o u r  s tron ge r 

areas of w o rk  and we have had several useful w orkshops. A t  o u r  week 

end away we discussed the  h is to ry  of war resistance from  1910 to 1988 

and the context of b roader polit ica l developments w ith in  South A fr ica .  

O ur COSG workshop played a v e ry  useful educational role around 

objection and the Defence A c t .  We were able to organ ise an organ isational 

sk il ls  workshop where issues such as democracy, s e c u r i ty ,  ch a ir in g  sk il ls  

and o the r  items were d iscussed. F ina lly  we had a sh o r t  workshop  fo r  

the new subgroup  coord ina to rs  around sk il ls  and problems.

SECURITY

O ur se cu r ity  is re la t ive ly  low w ith  l i t t le  signs of su rve il lance  o r  

harassment by  the state.

COMMENTS

G enerally  the branch is l ike  the parsons egg, good in p a r ts .  O ur 

s tre n g th s  are o u r  in te rna l cohesion, the  enthusiasm of o u r  membership 

and o u r  perceived po ten t ia l.  The weaknesses are o u r  lack of a 

substantia l p ro f i le  on campus, the problem of coord inated action and an 

ove r  s tra in  on leadership due to the depa rt ing  of C la ire  and John C. 

However, in the words of the Chilian masses 'Venceremos', we w ill w in .
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