
WA second I 
I  UK book 
Ion  Biko
■ |  Own C orrespondent
■  LONDON. —  A second 

book on Mr Steve Biko has 
been published in London 
“No 46-Steve Biko” i,« 
w ritten  by H ilda Bern 
stein , a South African 
who has been living in 
exile fo r  the  p a it  14 years 
The reference to  No 46 in 
the  title  is to Biko’s being 
the 46th person to d ie in 
Security  Police detention 
in South Africa.

Mrs B ernste in ’s book is

[ published as a paperback 
by the  In te rn atio n al De
fence and Aid Fund, Lon- 
. don —  a banned organisa
tion  in South Africa. I t 

l has chapters on M r Biko’s 
life, black consciousness, 
and then  M r Biko’s death, 
the  funeral, the  inquest, 
the  police, the pathologists 
and the  doctors. I t  also 
has a ch ap ter on “unansw 
ered questions,” and one 
on the  courts in  South A f
rica.

Included among the  ap
pendices a re  a lis t of peo
ple who have died in de
ten tion  in South Africa, 
and the  rep o rt on the  Biko 
inquest by the  B ritish  
lawyer, S ir David N apley.j
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Biko
HILDA BERNSTEIN, ____
and veteran of the South 
African struggle, has produced 
a pamphilet which should prove 
essential reading for all those 
who want to understand the 
apartheid state.

No. 46—Steve Biko (£1.50) 
uses the proceedings of the 
inquest on Biko, and horrify
ingly revealing they aie too.

She provides a brief sketch 
of Biko, a highly interesting 
analysis of Black Consciousness, 
and \ then pf»ceeds to  examine 
through the Biko case the 
b e h k v i o u r  of the state 
employees —  police, doctors, 
judges.

The pamphlet concludes with 
an account of the 45 people 
who died in '.the hands of South 
African security police before 
Biko. -

Published by InternationaJ 
Defence And Aid Fund, 104 
Newgate Street, London. EC1A 
7AP.

MORNING STAR
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IT STARTED with Bellington 
Mampe, continued with Look- 
smart S. Ngudle, Suliman Saloo- 
jee, Alpheus Maliba, Imam Ab
dullah Haron, Ahmed Timol, 
Mapetla Mohapi, Jacob Masha- 
bane and others, and no-one 
really noticed.

But after 45 such victims, Steve 
Biko became the 46th South African 
to  die mysteriously while detained 
under security legislation brought in 
in  1963—and suddenly the whole 
world was asking questions.

His case might easily have 
suffered the same bureaucratic suffo
cation as most of the others—but 
for some blunders on the part of the 
police and the M inister of Justice, 
some fine investigative reporting by 
local journalists and, above all, the 
strength of Biko’s following among 
South Africa’s blacks.

The eventual inquest made 
riveting reading throughout the 
worid as the horrific story unfolded, 
and in the end there were few 
people—outside South Africa— who 
were not left with a hollow feeling 
of outrage and despair at the indes
cribable and inexplicable brutality 
displayed against th is man.

Refugee editor Donald Woods 
has published his book about Biko, 
giving a very personal account of the 
man and his achievements. There 
have also been dram atisations of 
extracts from the inquest transcript 
which have underlined the lies and 
the inconsistencies of the South 
African police claims.

But a new book about Biko has 
just been published which makes an 
equally significant contribution to  
the subject, in tha t it places w hat 
happened to  Biko and the events of 
the inquest into the wider context 
of police and judicial procedures in 
South Africa.

NUMBER 46 — STEVE BIKO, 
published by the International 
Defence and Aid Fund for Southern 
Africa at £1.50, was w ritten by Mrs 
Hilda Bernstein, who lives in Roth- 
well Street, Primrose Hill.

She is herself a former political 
detainee in South Africa, having sub
sequently fled the country in the 
early ’60s with her husband, Rusty, 
and is thus well qualified to  write 
w ith authority about the machina
tions of the police state 's interroga
tion  procedures.

Compiled from newspaper 
reports of the inquest, interviews 
w ith other detainees and her own 
personal experience of the system, 
H ilda Bernstein has produced an 
account which is, if anything, much 
more disturbing than a naked 
account of the inquest o r the 
m urder.

W hat is so frightening, and 
powerful, about her account is that 
the reader finally begins to get a 
glimmering of understanding into 
the to ta l vulnerability of political 
detainees in South Africa, and the 
breathtaking callousness and hos
tility with which they are treated.

pened to  the other 45 detainees who 
have died.

"T hat is why we have called the 
book Number 46—Steve Biko. There 
have been other really terrible cases, 
most of which never got any pub
licity a t all.

“W hat really frightened me was 
the fact that not one of the police
men, or warders or doctors who saw 
him during his detention had dis
played any spark of hum an sympathy 
or compassion.

“They all have this blank, dis
passionate ability to  say how so-and- 
so ’hanged himself’ or ‘threw himself 
out of a window’ or ‘fell on a piece 
of soap’.

“W riting this book was like 
writing a mystery story and a horror 
story in one—there are things one 
has to  puzzle out, and things tha t 
make your blood run  cold.

“It w asn’t  easy: often a web of 
lies are woven around a core of 
tru th . But in the end I got so close 
to  the events and to  the people 
involved that I feel now tha t I know  
exactly what happened. I know who 
inflicted the fatal blow, and when it 
happened.

“At first things didn’t  hang 
together. There were so many lies. 
Then things fell into place—and the 
final piece in the jigsaw fell into 
place (as far as I am concerned) 
when I managed to  explain to  myself 
why the police story was such a poor 
one in the first place.”

She believes that their key 
mistake was to get one of the doc
tors to certify that Biko was fine at 
a time when he must have been un
conscious from a blow to the head.

"W hat is so terrible is that, in 
the end, the whole thing is closed. 
There will be no fu rther investiga
tion. Justice will no t be done.

“The im portance of this case is 
to show the kind of corruption and 
depravity which takes over the 
hearts and minds of people who 
subscribe to  certain kinds of beliefs 
when these beliefs are sanctioned by 
the laws of the country.

“And the point is: it could 
happen here. There is nothing 
inherently different between the 
average white South African and 
British people.

“So far as I am concerned the 
book has a message for people here: 
the necessity to  oppose racism and 
maintain at all costs all the official 
and legal structures which guard 
against it.

“For example, the Race Rela
tions A ct may no t be terribly effec
tive, bu t its mere presence on the 
statu te books ensures that respecta
bility is withheld from racists. 
Racism remains against the law, and 
the vast bulk of the public wants to 
remain on the right side of the law.”

Hilda Bernstein ends the book 
w ith a quote from Bertolt Brecht: 
"W hen he who did not fight alone is 

done to  death 
The enemy 
Has not yet won.”

Matthew lewin

Background to Biko

0  H ilda  Bernste in, w ith  one 
sto ry  in one.”

We are far too  used, in this 
country, to  the power of the rourts 
over the police; to  simple concepts 
like the need to  appear before 
magistrates soon after arrest and 
then regularly until committal for 
trial, to  be able to  understand fully 
what happens in South Africa.

W6 have to  be given, as H ilda 
Bernstein has done, a sort of con
densed version of the facts which 
concentrates more on the mentality 
of the people who could throw a 
gravely injured man naked into the 
back of a Land-Rover and then 
drive 700 miles, than on the act 
itself.

South Africans, all of whom
grow up constantly witnessing

o f her ow n  pa in t in g s  o f South  A f r ic a :  “ A  m ystery and a horror

examples of police brutality, hostility 
to and humiliation of Africans, have 
an almost instinctive understanding 
of what happened to Biko; how 
prison guards and police doctors 
could ignore the symptoms of w hat 
turned out to  be fatal brain damage; 
how a man could be left unconscious 
and manacled on a cold floor 
beneath urine-soaked blankets.

The average Briton has to  be 
given some extra insight into the 
events, the system, the personalities, 
the procedures, the precedents and 
the laws in order to  understand. 
Hilda Bernstein provides this extra 
insight.

Yet H ilda Bernstein never met 
Biko. “He was probably just a child

when I left South Africa,” she told 
me last week.

She was in fact busy researching 
a book, for th e  Defence and Aid 
Fund, on the whole question of 
detainees in South Africa when the 
Biko case blew up.

She had no idea then that 
Donald Woods was writing a book 
about him, bu t even when she 
learned of it, she decided to carry 
on w ith hers.

“ I knew W oods’ book would be 
a more personal account of the man 
and his ideas, whereas our aim was 
to  really use the Biko case as a base 
for showing what has happened to 
the status of the law in South 
Africa, and to suggest w hat hap-

t
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The murderous face 
of apartheid, and 
other oppressions
T h e  K illing  oit th e  Im a m  b y  Woods’ own native acceptance of 

B a m e v  D esa i a n d  C ard iff M ar- settlers* stereotypes, prior to  his

Transceading bitterness o r even ex- dent anti-communism o f  the book
plicit m oral judgments, this , book m akes fo r  an unbalanced p ic tu re 'o f
illuminates oppression and counter- Am nesty’s past and present con-
vailing hum an resilience; in South cerni.

-Africa,v&rmfed (in D ingle JBcflt’s con:; . ...Prisoners, pf conscience in Turkey I 
vincing forew ord) an  ^Operative,1; ah d  junta  period Greece'atte d e s e r t "
despotism  of the m odem  world,” ed, alongside the plight of Iranian
different from  any o ther because and Chilean sufferers from "insti-
there "those whose skins a re  black tutionalised” torture. The specific
or brown” cannot escape persecu* horror of Amin’s Uganda is under-
tion. rated, and in fact the v irtual omis-

Thfs M uslim  passion, precip itated  s>on of American, Israeli, Egyptian-
in  p a rt by  an insistence on ortho- Libyan and W est German political
dox food to  in terrogators who la te r prisoners suggests a bias in the
slew  him, is justly  compared to  author, ra th er than necessarily  in;.

/D ietrid i; Bonhoeffer’s. Indeed, the Am nesty itself,
film Judgment a t Nuremberg influ- a  relatively objective h istory of
enced Haron's private and public Amnesty, and its tussles w ith injus-
s tand  for th e  universality  and dignity tices from Aden to  South Africa and
of huipanity, against the apartheid  of course points eastward, is still
regim e which is know n by his de- needed, a fter this weak book on a
suuction . This fine book speaks to  fascinating good cause, 
all lovew of tru e  freedom.

Hilda Bernstein, aw are o f paral- Nicholas Hyman
lets With the  Nazi epoch . B re c h t, . •'' "T " . 
witnessed, t e l l s ' of the  uncharged

renceyana Aiq.rund, tii.aoj

Biko by Donald Woods (Padding
ton Press, £5.95)

Jimmy Kruger —  who boasted 
“Biko’s  death  leaves m e cold.”

The liberation of South Africa — 
where now an uncharged African 
detainee is, to  take one  liny telling
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Ravages of racism 
in southern Africa

Joseph Mduli, one o f  the 48 black South A frican leaders who, 
like Biko, have died in detention.

BIKO
By Donald Woods 
Paddington Press, N.Y. 1978

It is nearly axiomatic that in 
this decade the lives and careers 
of prominent political figures be
come most controversial in the 
post-mortem. Malcolm X, for ex
ample, has been exhumed by so
cialists, the civil rights movement 
and Pan-Africanists—each group 
claiming a special line of descent 
from the deceased.

On Sept. 12, 1977, Steven Biko, 
a leader in the South African Stu
dent Organization (SASO) and 
proponent o f the Black Con
sciousness Movement, died in the 
custody of the South African Se
curity Police. Donald Woods, a 
leading white South African jour
nalist and a personal friend of 
Biko’s, escaped from the country 
with a partial manuscript of what 
was to be his tribute to the slain 
black leader.

Begun under the scrutiny of 
the South African police and 
completed in exile, Biko  is more 
about Donald Woods than about 
the man for whom the book is 
named. Woods gives us an inter
esting picture of the factors that 
shaped his personal history. “ 1 
had two distinctly separate child
hoods. One was in the Xhosa (a 
major South African tribe) world. 
...The other was my own world 
of English school stories and Am
erican comic books.”

Woods sees himself as a media
tor, a cultural emissary between 
oppressor and oppressed; able, 
thanks to the color of his skin and 
the nature of the social order, to 
drift at will from the world of 
Steven Biko to that of the chief 
of South African Security, whom 
Woods affectionately calls “-Oom 
(Uncle) Jimmy.”

Through this lens, Biko is seen 
as a kind of black caricature of 
Woods: a refined, articulate spir
itual leader, nearly a Victorian 
gentleman, who—Woods finds 
it pertinent to note—does not 
even speak with a noticeable A f
rican accent; a “ moderate” non
conformist, palatable even to the 
most politically squeamish.

With center stage occupied by 
Woods and family, Biko appears 
most vividly as family friend, jok
ing, chatting, sipping drinks on

The other 47 
have equal claim 
to our interest 
and our 
admiration.

the veranda. Somewhere, at the 
periphery oi the frame, is -IrJiko

STEVEN BIKO: No. 48
By Hilda Bernstein

A WINDOW ON SOWETO
By Joyce Sikakane

ZIMBABWE: The Facts about 
Rhodesia

Prepared by the International De
fense and Aid Fund Research 
Department

The International Defense and 
Aid Fund, which began as an ef
fort to raise and deliver financial 
assistance to the families of black 
political prisoners, has become in 
recent years an archive of research 
materials and a publisher of short 
works on the struggle against anti
apartheid in South Africa and the 
liberation struggles in other black 
African countries.

IDAF has recently published a 
short book on Steven Biko (also 
written by an exiled white South 
African journalist) which gives a 
less personal, more political and 
considerably more illuminating 
portrait of the SASO leader and 
the historical context in which he 
operated.

Hilda Bernstein’s Steven Biko: 
No. 48 sketches the story of Bi
ko’s rise to leadership, clarifies 
his relationship to the overt and 
covert resistance struggles in 
South Africa and traces the hero
ically persistent effort to unravel 
the mystery of his death. That 
portion of the book reads like a 
detective story.

The author’s conclusions—that 
it was a matter of unintentional 
murder—is buttressed by the offi
cial report of-a distinguished Brit-

the political figure, associating 
with other blacks, involved in ide
ological debates and administer
ing community programs.

The book does contain valu
able excerpts from Biko’s speech
es, writings and court testimony. 
And it is only here, when the au
thor steps aside, that we get a 
sense of the charismatic black 
leader.

SASO and the Black People’s 
Convention (BPC) were and are 
non-violent organizations out of 
tactical expediency, not moral 
conviction. They remain non-vio
lent in order to function above
ground on South African soil, 
as complements to the banned 
liberation groups of the African 
National Congress (ANC) and 
the Pan-African Congress (PAC).

As a leader in SASO and BPC, 
Biko never shared the blandly lib
eral assumptions of Woods. Bi
ko’s vision was international and 
systematic. Unlike Woods, who 
reduces apartheid to the politics 
of the majority National Party, 
Biko indicted the internal and ex
ternal political, military and cor
porate powers for the continued 
oppression of South African 
blacks.

Through W oods’ eyes, we get 
no sense of Biko’s place in these 
broader movements, much less 
the dynamics of struggle within 
SASO and the BPC. Woods’ Bi
ko is a political chameleon, as 
militant or as passive as the scen
ery demands.

The book is valuable as a chron
icle of a white South A frican’s 
tranformation from conservative 
to liberal. But although it reads as 
an impassioned elegy, a story of 
prophet and witness, it will not 
serve as a portrait of the Bantu, 
Steven Biko, nor as his final epi
taph. —Mac Margoiis 
Mac Margoiis is a free-lance writ
er in Cambridge, Mass.

ish jurist, who was invited to at
tend the hearings that resulted in 
a white-wash o f the Security 
Forces. His soberly conservative 
description o f the proceedings 
and his assessment of South Afri
can justice is more effective than 
any passionate, partisan denuncia
tion could be.

Bernstein is a veteran of the 
anti-apartheid movement in South 
Africa, now continuing the strug
gle in London. Her grasp of the 
present state of affairs is reflected 
in the title she has chosen for her 
book, which reminds us that Stev
en Biko is the 48th black to die 
while in the custody of South Af
rican Security Forces. The other 
47 have, in her view, equal claim 
to our interest and our admiration.

Two other IDAF books are par
ticularly relevant as background 
to current news from the southern 
half of the African continent.

A  Window on Soweto is a cur
ious mix o f autobiography and 
statistical reportage, written by a 
woman who was born in Soweto, 
became a journalist, suffered de
tention as a “ terrorist,”  was 
banned and finally left the coun
try in 1973. Joyce Sikakane was 
not part of the youth uprising in 
Soweto in 1976 (cf Hilda Bern
stein’s article, ITT, Aug. 9). But 
her experience and reaction to it 
can be read as a prediction of the 
“ children’s revolution.”

Zimbabwe: The Facts about 
Rhodesia is a 74-page, well or
ganized, copiously illustrated com
pendium of inform ation on the 
history and economic structure 
of white rule in Rhodesia. It in
cludes maps, charts and photo
graphs, and is authoritative, if 
openly and passionately on the 
side of the liberation forces in 
and outside that country today.

—J.S.
IDAF, 104 Newgate St., London 
EC  I  A 7 A P, England.



STEVE B IK O . by Hilda Bernstein, 
In te rn atio n a l D e fen ce  and A id  
Fund, 104 N e w g a te  S t., London, 
EC1. Price £1.50.

Steve Biko was the 46th known 
political detainee who died while in the 
hands of the security police in South 
Africa. His death has attracted 
tremendous attention because of the 
brutal factors associated w ith it and 
because Biko, an educated, in
tellectual, articulate leader of the Black 
Consciousness Movement, was known 
to many leading personalities in dif
ferent parts o f the world.
This booklet examines all the factors 
connected w ith his death and also tells 
the life story of Steve. Its author, Hilda 
Bernstein, is a South African artist and 
author who has personal experience of 
imprisonment for political activity in 
South Africa. Her story o f how Steve 
Biko died and her examination of the 
evidence deserves to  be widely read.
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T h e  so o n e r  th e  p ro b lem s a re  d iscussed , a n d  d ra f t  law s b ro u g h t fo rw a rd , the 
b e tte r .

N o . 46— S iev e  B iko .  H ilda  B ern ste in . L o n d o n  1978. T h e  In te rn a tio n a l  A id 
an d  D efen ce  F u n d . P p  150. P rice  £1.50. S o ftb ack .

Steve B ik o  w as an  ed u ca ted  lead e r o f the  S o u th  A frican  Black C o nsc ious
ness m o v em en t. H e was the  46th  p o litic a l d e ta in e e  k n o w n  to  h ave  d ied  w hile 
in the  c u s to d y  o f  the  S o u th  A fr ic a n  se cu r ity  police. H e was u n d o u b ted ly  a 
th o rn  in th e  side o f the  e s tab lish m en t, h e  was su b je c t to  a b a n n in g  o rd er 
w hich  fo rb a d e  h im  to  leave h is hom e to w n , to  tak e  p a r t  in m ee tin g s  o r to 
w rite  fo r  p u b lica tio n . H e was a rre s te d  an d  d e ta in ed  m an y  tim es b u t no  
a c c o u n t o f  h is in ca rc e ra tio n s  w as m ad e  public . In  A u g u s t 1977 he was 
a rre s te d  w ith o u t  a  specific ch a rg e  being  m ade . H e  d ied  in d e te n tio n  on 
12th S ep tem b er.

T h ro u g h o u t h is  d e te n tio n  h e  w as k e p t n a k e d , m ost o f the tim e he  was 
h an d cu ffed  a n d  h ad  a  leg sh ack led  to  a  g ra t in g  on  the floor. O n 8 th  S ep tem 
b e r  th e  re s tra in ts  w ere rem o v ed , he  w as said  to  have th ro w n  a  c h a ir  a t one  
o f his c a p to rs  an d  to  have b ecom e b e rse rk . In  a s tru g g le  he b u m p ed  a g a in st 
tab le s  an d  w alls a lth o u g h  th e re  w as no  sa tis fa c to ry  ev idence o f  this. H e  
show ed  signs o f b ra in  d am age an d  died f o u r  days la te r.

F o llo w in g  p o s t-m o rtem  e x a m in a tio n  by  sev era l d o c to rs  an  in q u est was 
he ld . T h e re  w as n o  d isp u te  th a t  he  had  d ied  o f h e a d  in ju ry , o n ly  as to  the  
w ay  in w hich  i t  w as susta ined .

I t  w ill be a  long  tim e, if ever, b e fo re  I  fo rg e t  th is  h a rro w in g  a c c o u n t of 
ca lc u la te d  in h u m a n ity . I t d e m o n s tra te s  th e  d ifficulty  o f  in q u iry  in to  the  
d e a th  o f  a  p e rso n  in  cu sto d y  fo r  th e re  a re  ra re ly  in d ep en d en t w itnesses, the  
te s tim o n y  o f  g ao le rs  a n d  officials m u st be v iew ed w ith  suspicion  an d  th e  only 
re liab le  ev id en ce  is th a t  of the  m edical e x p e rts , w h ich  is som etim es equivocal.

S ir D av id  N ap ley , fo rm erly  P re sid e n t o f  th e  L a w  Society , w as in v ited  to 
a tte n d  as an  o b serv er. H is fa ir  an d  lucid  r e p o r t  is g iven  in an ap p en d ix .

A  m o ving  an d  w ell-w ritten  b ook . S tro n g ly  reco m m en d ed  as a w a rn in g  of 
w h a t can  h ap p e n  u n d e r  oppressive leg is la tio n . >,

A l e c  S a m l e i .s

G a v i n  T h u r s t o n
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Actions by National Non-Governmental Organizations in the Implementation of United 

United Nations Resolutions on the Problem of Apartheid and Assistance Provided 

by Them to the Oppressed People of South Af r i c a . United Nations Centre Against 
Apartheid. NY: Centre Against Apartheid, Department of Political and Security 
Council Affairs, United Nations, NY, NY 10017 (78-04681) March 1978 47p. ICUIS 3936

This United Nations document is a catalog of international witness against apart
heid. Among the 18 organizations whose documentation, publications, funding 
and other actions are included are the World Council of Churches and the All- 
Africa Council of Churches. The WCC's Programme to Combat Racism, established 
in 1969 as the instrument of the Council's long-standing opposition to apart
heid and other manifestations of racism, has distributed over US $1,500,000 
for use for humanitarian purposes by organizations that combat racism. The 
report gives a detailed summary of AACC actions including: policy positions 
denouncing ’'detente” toward South Africa and the Bantustan Policy, with analytical 
position papers supporting each stand; talks with German churches regarding 
nuclear collaboration, investments, bank loans, trade, and white migration to 
South Africa; and the publication of The Nuclear Comspiracy summarizing these 
talks; consultations, educational efforts, and publications directed toward 
building anti-apartheid awareness. The AACC has also provided financial assis
tance to liberation movements and other anti-apartheid groups in the form of 
legal and educational assistance, refugee and other emergency aid. The Inter
national Defence and Aid Fund, publisher of No. 46 — Steve Biko (see ICUIS 
3937), is an organization specializing in humanitarian aid, with a stated 
opposition to violence; it also is among the groups listed by the UN agency. (JAC-H)

No. 46 — Steve Biko. Bernstein, Hilda. London: International Defence and Aid 
Fund, 104 Newgate Street, London EC1A 7AP. fe $1.50. April 1978. 15 0 p . ICUIS 3937

"Black Consciousness was...a way of life, an attitude of mind, with a basic tenet 
that the black man must reject all value systems that seek to make him a for
eigner in the country of his birth and reduce his basic human dignity." To 
advocate such a "state of mind," which "contained a strong element of Christianity," 
was defined by the South African government as an act of "terrorism." Steve Biko, 
a leader in the Black Consciousness movement, was detained on August 18, 1977, 
thirty years old and in good health. Twenty-six days later he became the forty- 
sixth person to die in security police detention in South Africa. Police and med
ical testimony is riddled with inconsistencies and unanswered questions; neverthe
less his final days can be reconstructed. He was kept naked in solitary con
finement from August 19 to September 6, when he was brought to the interrogation 
room. There he was kept chained to a grille in the wall. Late on September 8, 
he was transported 1200 km to a prison hospital in Pretoria in the back of a Land- 
rover — still naked, with no attendant and no "medical equipment" except a con
tainer of water. Early in the morning of September 7, he had been found "inco
herent" by a Colonel Goosen, who later testified that he thought Biko had suffered 
a "stroke." At the hospital, the results of a lumbar puncture, ordered under a 
false name, revealed unmistakable evidence of brain damage, corroborated by other 
neurological symptoms. Yet later police insisted they thought him to be "shamming," 
and doctors testified they found "no sign to indicate organic disease." Post 
mortem examination found "at least three brain lesions" four to eight days old and 
a large bruise was clearly visible on Biko1 s forehead after death on September 12.
In an inquest into Biko's death, the judge found no evidence that death was caused 
by "an act or omission involving an offense by any person." According to the 
Johannesburg Sunday Times, "...(the inquest) has exposed in chilling detail how 
the system of detention operates. Nobody can plead ignorance. Nobody can say,
'I didn't know...Every South African must now answer to his own conscience...and 
submit to the judgment of history on his actions." (JAC-H)
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Agitprop

AgitProp:
Political & Social Action

Deadline fo r th is page is m idday  
of Thursday before pu b lica tion ; 
Stop Press dead line is  11.00am  
Tuesday. The A g itp rop  te lephone 
is  only answered on M onday  
afternoon. Tuesday m orning, a ll 
day Thursday and F riday m orn
in g : please do not ca ll at any 
other tim e— w rite  i f  you can. 
When w ritin g  o ff fo r  pam phlets  
please rem em ber to  include  
postage.

Notes
★ Death Sales W eek, June 19-23 
'"am paign Against the Arms 

de are organising a number 
ivents in opposition to  the 

h A rm y Equipment Exhibi
ting held th is week in 
’lo t. M on: 8.00am  meet 
fo rm  8. W aterloo Station,
o leaflet journalists 

i l in g  to A ldershot. 8.45- 
5am lea fletting, v ig il, street 
tre a t A ldershot station 

.4 5-4.00 poster parade, leaflet- 
ing, street theatre in Aldershot. 

Contact on the day: A ldershot 
(0252) 21422. Thur: 8.45- 
10.00am and 4.00-6.00pm  
leafletting a t M in is try  o f Defence, 
assemble near Raleigh's statue. 
W hitehall. Throughout week: 
w rite  letters to companies exh ib
iting a t A ldershot and to  em 
bassies o f countries sending reps. 
Deta ils o f these, and other in 
fo rm ation on action from  CAAT,
5 Caledonian Rd, N1 (278 
1976).
★ W alk fo r Soweto. June 24
Sponsored Walks in London and 
elsewhere to raise money fo r 
Anti-A pa rthe id M ovement and 
a new school being b u ilt in 
Tanzania bv tl-|e A frican National 
C on gp m 1. uelaTis a lllN m onsor- 
sh ifM orm s from  A nti-A parthe id 
iWlovement. 89 Charlotte St, W \  
(580 5311).

Publications
★ No 46— Steve Biko Biko was 
the fo rty -s ix th  po litica l detainee 
known to have died w hile  being 
interrogated by the South A frican 
secu rity  po lice. This pamphlet 
traces the h is to ry  o f the leader 
o f the Black Consciousness 
movement, concentrating on the 
questions surround ing his death. 
The answers centre on the
role o f the courts, and the 
depth o f corrup tion  o f life  and 
m ora lity  in the apartheid state. 
'In  the fa te  o f Steve Biko is 
encapsuated the tru th  about 
South A frica  today, and the 
truth about its tw enty-six 
m illio n  citizens, fo u r-f if ths  black, 
and one-fifth  w h ite '. 150 pages, 
£1 .50 from  International Defence^ 
and A id  Fund, 104 Newgate /  
S treet, EC1. .z '
★ C hildren o f SoWBtwdeBflTs the 
experience of an A frican  fa m ily  
liv in g  in Soweto today. This is 
supplemented by w oodcut 
i llu s tra tio ns  and factua l 
in fo rm a tion  on the p ligh t of 
A fricans in Soweto. Teachers 
m ight w e ll find  the pamphlet 
usefu l as the clear presentation 
and sty le means it is accessible 
to child ren. 28pp. 40p from  
South A frica  Racial A m ity  Trust, 
89 C harlotte St, W 1.
★This is Apartheid is a p icto ria l 
in troduction  to South A frica  
conta in ing 50 photos, a map and 
a concise clear text. It has been 
produced a t a very low 
price to  encourage w id e s t pos
s ib le  usage, especia lly in schools 
and colleges. 36pp; 20p from  
In ternational Defence and A id  
Fund fo r Southern A frica , 104 
Newgate St, EC1.
★South A frica— T h e  C ris is o f 
W orld  C apitalism  and the Apar

theid Economy analyses the 
South A frican economy in the 
context o f the w orld  cris is  The 
pam phlet unequivocably supports 
the A frican National Congress, 
described as the on ly organisa
tion  in South Africa w hich offers 
an alte rna tive to the cris is. 22pp, 
80p from  W instan ley Publica
tions. 71 Fleet St, EC4.
★ A frican W orkers and Apartheid 
describes the v ic ious control 
o f labour in South A frica. 
A lthough in the interests o f 
the bosses, th is contro l is 
largely exercised by the state 
pa rticu la rly  through the detested 
pass laws. This pam phlet sets 
ou t the com plex manner in 
which the Bantu Labour system 
enmeshes the A frican worker. 
44pp; 50p from  International 
Defence and A id  Fund, 104 
Newgate St, EC1.

Friday
★ S o lida rity  w ith  the Struggles 
in Southern A frica  Demonstra
t ion  to m ark the second anni
versary o f the Soweto uprising, 
and to express opposition to any 
sell-ou t settlem ent in Zimbabwe 
or Namibia. Assemble 5 .30 at 
M alet Street, W C1. to  march 
to  South A frica  Freedom Rally 
in Central H all, W estm inster, a t 
7.30 . The program m e combines 
speeches (w ith  speakers from  
South A frica ), m usic, song, and 
poetry. Am ongst the partic ipants ' 
are Jabula, Peggy Seeger and 
Ewan M acC oll, and Mayibuye. 
Adm ission 20p. A fte r the rally, 
a to rch lig h t procession w ill go to  
10 Downing Street to present a 
letter to the PM. and then to 
South A frica  House where it 
w ill jo in  the fina l stage o f the 
tw en ty-four hour v ig il. Further 
de ta ils on the march, the rally, 
the to rch ligh t procession from  
A nti-A parthe id Movement,
89 Charlotte Street, W1 (580 
5311 ). D on 't m ourn— m obilise! 
★ W om en in Nazi Germany Susan 

iG reenburg ta lk ing a t a W om en's 
\Research and Resources Centre 
Vneeting, 7 .30  prompt a t 27 

lerkenw ell Close, EC1.
★ Camden against Racism Bene- 

w ith  Oxy and the M orons, plus
b r and disco . 8.00 -11.30 at 
N )rth London Poly, Kentish 
T  >wn bar. Prince o f W ales Rd,
N i/V5. Adm  75p. 
i  ABC Campaign Discussion 
r eeting w ith  C rispin Aubrey.

00 a t Centerprise, 136 Kings- 
fend High St, E8.

/►P risons: The F igh t Against 
^Secrecy Laurie Taylor and W alter 
Probyn speak at a meeting 
organised by North London 
NCCL. 7 .30  a t Conway Hall,
Red Lion Square, W C1.
★  Fem inism  and Irish Republic
ism Troops Out Movement 
fo rum , Speaker: M ary Reid. 7.30 
in Bu ll and M outh, B loom sbury 
W ay, W C 1.

Saturday
★ Com m em oration o f the Soweto 
Uprising M eeting at the Keskidee 
A rts  Centre, G iffo rd Street, N1. 
F ilm : 'There is  No C ris is ': paper 
presented by M atthew  Nkoana on 
'The Ideological Points of 
Departure o f the Black Con
sciousness M ovem ent': poetry 
reading, 3.00 . Adm  free. Deta ils: 
609 4263.
★ International Socia list A lliance 
Conference today and tom orrow  
a t the A frica  Centre, K ing St, 
W C2. 'Form er IS members and 
others sym pathetic to  current 
moves towards revolutionary 
regroupment w elcom e.' Creche 
available. Documents and

credentials (£1 .50) from  
Richard Kruper. 45 Falkland 
Road, N W 5 (267 6109).
★ Garners Steak House Strike 
Mass picke t 12 .00-3 .00  a t 399 
Oxford St. W 1.
★ N. Paddington W om en’s  Day 
12.00-6.00 a t the Factory. 
Chippenham Mews, W 9. Video, 
m usic, theatre; workshops on 
dance. T -sh irt prin ting, massage; 
bazaar, jum ble , in fo rm ation 
s ta lls . Creche.
★ North Paddington W om en's 
Centre Benefit w ith  Poison G irls, 
Terri Quaye. disco, bar. £1 
(unwaged 75 p). 8 .00  at The 
Factory, Chippenham Mews,
W 9. Men and wom en.
★The Left and the Press A one 
day seminar covering the le ft 
w ing  press and the treatm ent o f 
le ft w ing  issues in the national 
press. Speakers: Bruce Page 
(New  Statesman), Phil Kelly 
(Leveller), Donald Ross (Labour 
W eekly) and others. T ickets inc 
lunch £3. 10 .30-4.30 . A t Scribes 
Bar, Carm elite St, nr Fleet St, 
EC4
★ Rock against Racism w ith  
Adam and the Ants, the 
Enchanters and C ris is, plus 
'N azis No Fun" video. A t South 
Bank Poly, Rotary St, SE1.
£1.25 (75p w ith  dole card).
★ ’In Our W ay’ presented by 
W om en's Theatre Group, 8.00 
at Ealing Teachers Centre,
Ealing Northern Sports Centre, 
Greenford Rd, G reenford, M iddx. 
Bar. Adm  50p.

Sunday
★ Stop the Nazi National Front 
A ttacks Demonstrate in protest 
against attacks last Sunday on 
Asian com m unity. Assemble
11.00am a t Naz Cinema, B rick 
Lane, E1 (A ldgate East end). 
Organised by Anti-N azi League.
★ The People's Festival, organ
ised by the Com m unist Party, is 
taking place from  11.00am  to 
11.00pm  at A lexandra Palace. 
Am ongst the bew ildering array 
o f events there w ill be a po litica l 
ra lly  w ith  Communist leaders 
from  Italy, France, South Africa 
and Brita in d iscussing the 
development o f the Com m unist 
Parties in Europe, the situa tion 
in South A frica , as w e ll as the 
crises and con flic ts  in Britain. 
Two open fo rum s on 'The Strug
gle against Racism' and 'N uclear 
Energy— W hich W ay? ’ are also 
arranged: speakers include Peter 
Hain and Paul H olborrow  (AN L), 
Dave Cook (CP), Dorothy Kuya, 
David Groom and Dr John 
Baruch. There w ill be m usic 
inc lud ing  an evening gig w ith 
punk, reggae and rockabilly  (see 
M usic); film s throughout the day 
(see F ilm  News); theatre (see 
Theatre), events fo r children 
and a festival v illage w ith  fu n 
fa ir . s ide shows, jugglers, ethnic 
fo od  s ta lls, real ale and much 
more. Adm ission £2 adults. 50p 
child ren, £1 unwaged. Details 
from : 836 2151.
★ C tte to  Defend Czechoslovak 
Socialists is presenting a special 
fund-ra is ing screening o f 'H app i
ness in Tw enty Years', a docu
m entary on Czechoslovakia from  
1948 to  1968. 2.00 a t Scala 
Cinema, 25 Tottenham St, W 1. 
£1 .50 (students £1).
★ Gay Left Open Readers M eet
ing from  2 .00  a t Oval House, 
Kennington, to discuss issues 
raised in the last ed ition o f the 
magazine.
★ Benefit Concert organised by 
the Young Socia lists In support 
o f three causes: the figh t for 
'Jobs fo r Y outh '; the campaign

against the nuclear processing 
p lant a t W indscale; and the figh t 
against racism. Concert w ith  X- 
Ray Spex, Black Slate, Sollo, 
Chelsea, and King Sound and 
the Brimstones. 3.00 a t W embley 
Conference Centre, W embley. 
T ickets £1. Deta ils from : 622 
7029.
★ Haringey W om en's Meeting
3.00 a t 16 Ossian Road, N4 
(348 7375).
★ Gay Post Office W orkers meet 
at the Oval House. Kennington 
at 2.00. Speaker from  Nalgay.
A ll UPW members welcome.

Monday
★ POW Status fo r Irish Po litica l 
Prisoners S. London UTOM 
m eeting in support o f July 9 
dem onstration, w ith  speaker 
from  Prisoners A id  Committee.
7.30 a t St M atthew 's Meeting 
Place, S t M atthew's,Crypt, 
B rixton H ill, SW2 (opp Brixton 
ABC).
★ Rail Against the Nazis F irst 
m eeting o f anti-nazi group fo r 
ra il and underground workers.
8 .00  a t The Roebuck, Tottenham 
C ourt Rd, W 1.
★ Alte rnatives to Apartheid: The 
Future fo r M in orities  in South 
Africa Dr Frederick van Zyl Slab- 
bert MP (Progressive Party and 
form er Professor at W itwaters- 
rand U niversity) w ill speak a t a 
M inority  Rights Group m eeting.
5.30 at Chatham House, 10 St 
Jam es' Square. SW 1.
★Take It Like a Man, M a’am 
Fem inist film  presented by 
Isling ton S W P/W om en's Voice.
8.00 a t F ilm  Theatre, North 
London Poly. Holloway Rd, N7. 
Entrance 75p (unwaged 50p).
★ Campaign Against Advertis ing 
M eeting fo r fem in is ts  and 
socia lists who w ant to bu ild  a 
m ilitan t campaign against a ll 
aspects o f com m ercial advertis 
ing . 7.00 at 6 Endsleigh St,
W C1.
★ W as There Ever a Golden Age 
in Education? Speaker: Joan 
Lestor MP. M eeting organised by 
London Branch o f Socialist 
Education Association. 8 .00 a t 
Committee Room 6, House of 
Commons, W estm inster, SW1.
★ Monstrous Regiment w ill per
form  the ir 'F loo r Show’ to raise 
funds fo r  their tr ip  to Cuba as 
cultu ral representatives in the 
B ritish delegation to the 
International Youth Festival in 
July. 7.30 a t Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square, W C 1. T ickets 
£1 .20 .

Tuesday
★ Com batting the National Front
Dr J. Gerw irtz speaks to  the 
Young Fabians. 8.00 a t 11 
D artm outh St. SW 1.
★ Peace and the Neutron Bomb 
R ichmond Branch o f New Com
m unist Party discussion. 8 .00  at 
Room 3, Com m unity Centre,
4 Sheen Rd, Richmond.

★ Argentina in the Hour o f the 
Furnaces Parts I and III. F ilm - 
show organised by Cultural 
Committee o f Chile So lidarity 
Campaign and LSE Latin A m eri
can Society. 7.00 a t New 
Theatre, East Bu ild ing , London 
School of Economics, Houghton 
St, W C2. Adm ission 60p.

Wednesday
★ W om en’s Liberation: W hat’s It 
A ll About? This week 'S exuality 
and Se lf-D eterm ination '. 7.30 
a t Greenwich Institute, Green
w ich Park School, K ing George 
St. SE10. £1 .70 fo r course, but 
th is is the one but last week. 
D eta ils from  Louise (607 1034),
★ Lucas W orkers ' A lternative 
Plan M ike Cooley (Lucas Com
bine Shop Stewards' Com m ittee) 
speaks to  Camden Socialist 
Challenge Group. 7 .00  a t the 
Cock pub. 2 Diana Place. N W 1.
★ W estm inster CHE Speaker: 
Maureen Colquhoun MP. 8 .00 a t 
W estm inster Arm s, Storeys Gate. 
SW1. Adm  30p.
★ National Abortion Campaign 
SW London Socialist Challenge 
meeting about the campaign fo r 
day-care abortion fac ilitie s . W ith 
speakers from  SW London NAC.
7.30 a t St Anne 's Community 
Centre, Venn St, SW4.

Thursday
★ G irls  Are People Too One day
conference fo r men and women 
youth workers organised by the 
London Union o f Youth Clubs. 
10.00am-4.30pm  at W estm in
s ter/C am den Teachers' Centre, 
Stanhope St, N W 1. Fee £3. 
L im ited places, so contact LUYC 
a t once (622 4347).
★ Defend Republican News The 
weekly paper o f Belfast Provision 
Sinn Fein (a legal organisation) 
has been subjected to  continual 
raids and seizure by B ritish 
arm y and po lice. Public meeting 
organised by Ad Hoc Com m ittee 
to Defend RN, w ith  speakers 
from  The Leveller, B ig Flame, 
S ocia lis t Challenge, Soc ia lis t 
Worker. 7 .30  a t Small Hall, 
Conway H all, Red Lion SqW C 1.
★ Gamers Steak House Strike 
Recall Conference 7.30 a t Trans
po rt House, Sm ith Square. SW 1. 
Details: 240 1056.
★ Lewisham W om en's Centre 
Benefit disco, w ith  Terri Quaye, 
bar, food. 8.00 -11.00 a t the 
Centre, 74  Deptford High St,
SE8. Adm  40p. Women only.
★ Is Science Neutral? Central 
London SWP public meeting. 
Speaker: Dave A lbury. 7.00 at 
36 Bedford Square, W C1. Any
one needing a babysitter, phone 
Sue Dorey (935 5773 day).
★ Oppose the Internal Settlement 
in Zimbabwe Barnet A n ti- 
Apartheid Group m eeting w ith  
'A ll We W ant is Freedom' (film  
shot illega lly  in Z imbabwe) and 
speaker from  ZANU. 7.45 a t St 
P h ilip 's  H all, Gravel H ill, N3.
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Children/Books

Books: 
News & Reviews

by EAST (East End Abbreviated 
Soapbox Theatre) based in New 
ham. 5-12 yr o lds . 3 .00 . 75p. 
Tem p m em 'sh ip fo r adu lts , 25p.
★ K ids Events a t the Roundhouse 
Chalk Farm Rd. NW1 (267 
25 64 ) Chalk Farm tube.
Saturday m orning workshops in 
D ram a and C rafts. 11 .00-1.00. 
25p. C h ild ren 's  M atinee Show: 
Brog Puppets in the ir h ila rious 
k itchen drama ‘ The Food is 
R evo lting '. 2 .30. Kids 50p. 
ad u lts  £1. Set lunch available 
fo r 50p. C hildren can stay all 
day w ith  a Com bination Ticket 
(W orkshop. Lunch &  Show) fo r 
£1 .25.
★ U nicorn Theatre Gt Newport St. 
W C2 (83 6  3334 ) Leics Sq tube. 
Sat. Sun: Beztuki Puppets in 
'The C low n's C low n '— the story 
o f a c low n do ing a test to  join
a c low n 's  school, w ith  three 
live  c low ns, life-size and giant 
puppets, and lots more. For 5-12 
yr olds. 2.30. 70p-£1.70.
-A-Little Angel M arionette Theatre 
Dag mar Passage, off Cross St,
N1 (226 1787) H ighbury or 
Angel tube.
Guest puppeteer Paul Hansard 
w ith  his colourfu l new show 
'The G iant's H airs ' based on a 
fa iry  sto ry by Grimm. Sat, Sun 
a t 3.00 . Children 75p. adults 
£1. Extra perf. Sat 11.00am 
( fo r  younger ch ild re n ), ch ild ren 
50p, adu lts  75p.
★ N om ad Puppets are now giv ing 
perform ances at a sm all th ea tre / 
w orkshop o ff Regent's Street,
W1 on Sundays. 3.00 . This 
week: The W itch 's  Cottage & 
R ooftop Revels, and Jojo the 
c low n . Private perform ances and 
parties by arrangement. Phone: 
437 5396 (3 .00-6 .00  da ily  & 
Suns) o r  228 9243 (Sats).
★ R iverside S tudios Crisp Rd,
W 6 (748 33 54 ) Ham m ersmith 
tube.
Sun: F ilm  o f 'T he Tales of 
Beatrix Po tte r' danced by the 
Royal Ba lle t. 2 .00. C hildren 35p, 
ad u lts  70p.
★ Ham leys Sports &  Leisure 
Store W igm ore St. W1 (734 
31 61 ) Bond S t tube.
Sat: Peter Sh ilton , Footballer o f 
the Year, v is its  from  3.00-4 .30.
If you can score a goal against 
h im , you w in  a free T -shirt
★ Hayes H ill Farm Crooked M ile , 
near W altham  Abbey, Essex. 
(099-289 2291). By car. north 
on the A11, then B194.
Farm in the Lea Valley Park, 
open to v is ito rs  every Sat (2.00- 
6.00) & Sun (1 1 .00am-6.00) 
u n til September. Centrepiece 
is an o ld  barn w ith  displays and 
occasional dem onstrations of 
rura l crafts. Traditiona l fa rm 
yard and paddock w ith  pigs, 
sheep, cows, chickens, geese, 
turkeys, ducks. Seasonal work 
to watch (sheep shearing etc). 
P icn ic space in the orchard. 
O ptional tr ip  (by hay wagon) to 
H o iy fie ld  H all Farm nearby, to 
w atch the cows being m ilked 
(3 .0 0 ). A lso open to organised 
groups and school parties on 
weekdays, by arrangement. 
W eekend adm : 40p adults, 20p 
ch ild ren . (Tours o f H oiyfie ld 
H a ll, 20p adults. 10p child ren).

Kidsboard
★ 'A shes ' C hildren 's Theatre 
ava ilab le fo r any child ren 's 
fu nc tio n , incl birthday parties. 
D eta ils from  Judy, 603 2512.
★ Bates Eyesight M ethod: C hild
ren 's Group (age 10 &  over).
Four Fridays, 5.00-6 .30, sta rting 
June 23 at the Open Centre.
188 O ld St, EC1. £5 fo r the 
course. Phone: 800 6871. by 
June 19.

Paperbacks and inexpensive 
hardbacks are favoured fo r  re
view, but where a m ore expensive 
ed ition  has been recommended, 
we suggest that you ask your 
loca l lib rary  to order it. ( We 
support P ublic Lending R igh t.) 
Poetry is review ed in the Poetry 
Section, p o litica l pam phlets in 
Agitprop , cookbooks and books 
about food in  the Food Section, 
and other specialist books are 
lis ted  from  tim e to tim e in  the 
relevant sections.

★The Other Bestsellers

We are running a continu ing  
series o f bestse lle r lis ts  gathered 
from  ind iv id ua l neighbourhood 
and specia lity bookshops. This 
is  to  p rovide an a lternative to 
surveys that s ta tis tica lly  lum p 
together the reading tastes o f 
disparate groups, rendering only  
a b land amalgam o f no particu lar 
flavour.

★ Dark They W ere and Golden 
Eyed 9-12 St Anne's Court, W1 
(734 4260 ).
1) 'L uc ife r’s H am m er' (Futura 
£1.25) by Larry N iven & Jerry 
Pournelle.
2) 'Sword o f Shannara' (Futura 
£1.75) by Terry Brooks.
3) 'G atew ay' (Futura 85p) by 
Fred Pohl.
4) 'M an Plus' (Futura 85p) by 
Fred Pohl.
5) ’M ission to Universe ' (Sphere 
85p) by Gordon R. D ixon. \ y /

General A
★ 'N o 46— Steve B iko ' ( In te r
na tional Defence and A id  Fund 
fo r South A frica, paperback 
£1 .50) by H ilda Bernstein.
W ho said: 'A  re lative ly luxurious 
Land Rover was used?' Answer: 
Colonel Pieter Goosen. Chief of 
the Security Police in Eastern 
Cape, South A frica , replying to 
questions as to w hy the coma
tose Steve Biko was carried 740 
m iles on the floor o f a Land 
Rover the n igh t before he died

Just one o f the gems from  the 
extracts from  the Biko inquest 
reprinted in th is book. Naturally, 
the South African po lice lied 
through the ir teeth rig h t th rough 
the proceedings .and cou ldn 't 
even cook up a coherent story 
between them to  account fo r the 
in ju ry that caused the five brain 
lesions that k ille d  him . Because 
they c learly d id n 't care: the 
SA security po lice are paid to 
'in te rrogate ' blacks to  death, 
and lie  about it  a fterw ards. But 
what makes even angrier reading 
are the answers o f the doctors:
Dr Ivor Lans, d is tr ic t surgeon 
at P o rt Elizabeth, examined Biko 
the m orning a fte r he received 
the unexplained b low s, and filed 
a report: 'I  have found no ev id 
ence o f any abnorm ality or 
pathology on deta inee'. Under 
questioning he was fo rced to 
adm it he had noticed a few  of 
B iko’s wounds, but d id n 't record 
them  because it cou ld tu rn out 
to be embarrassing fo r the po lice 
later.

So, in th is book, the real and 
ho rrify in g  ho ld o f apartheid is 
la id bare: the doctors, patho
logists. lawyers and judges, all 
w hite , all (save the Biko fa m ily 's  
representatives) racist, careless 
o f justice , dem ocracy and 
hum anity. Though he has no 
speaking part, Biko emerges as 
a more d ignified, and in te lligen t 
person than a ll the professional 
d ignita ries pu t together. Bern
ste in includes a b rie f biography 
(no t that m uch is know n), an 
analysis o f the Black Conscious
ness m ovement, and draws the 
obvious, because unavoidable.

conclusions. W hy 'N o 46 '?  Be
cause Biko was the 46 th b lack to 
die in police detention. No-one 
in the security services has ever 
been convicted fo r the ir respons
ib il ity  fo r any o f them. (Tim  
Gopsill)
★ 'Juntas U n ited ' (Quartet, 
£1.95) by Ed Harrim an and 
Peter Chippendale.
★ 'A  Flame in Barbed W ire ' 
(F rederick M uller, £4.95) by 
Egon Larsen.
W ith  the W orld Cup sparking off 
a good deal o f not altogether 
com plim entary p u b lic ity  for 
Argentina. Chippendale and 
Harrim an's tim e ly  book on 
dicta torsh ips considers some o f 
the m ost grotesque regimes 
around the w orld . Appropriate ly, 
the book concludes w ith  the 
W orld  D ic ta to rs ' Cup F inal, the 
w inner being the country ’ where
I w ou ld m ost like not to  live '. 
The authors have proclaimed 
Uganda as the winner.

But top ica lity  has fo rced the 
authors to  cast their net too 
w ide ly  and th is has inevitab ly 
drawn them into superficial 
analyses and some gla ring om is
sions. For example, no Arab 
country gets a m ention: a place 
like Saudi Arabia, w h ile  not 
fo rm ally  a d icta torsh ip, is none
theless a feudal state, and Libya 
and Iraq bear w itness to  con
stant repression. Since the 
au thors ' b rie f has been to deal 
w ith  m ilita ry  governments, they 
generally leave out the so-called 
soc ia lis t countries: but by bring
ing in North Korea, they also 
ta c it ly  raise the question o f the 
e lig ib ility  o f the USSR and coun
tries like Rumania and Albania, 
but fa il to deal w ith  it. W hy not 
m ention Czechoslovakia, where 
in fo rm a tion does exist about

po litica l imprisonm ent? Though 
its prose sometimes reads as if 
it  had been culled from  a c lip 
ping service, the photos help 
'Juntas U n ited ' to be a clever 
and quick visual guide to the 
subject, but it  has its lim ita tions.

Egon Larsen has w ritten  a 
factua l, reliab le h isto ry of 
Am nesty International dealing 
w ith  s im ila r ground but from  
differen t perspectives. Though 
Am nesty has always prided itse lf 
on treating the human rights 
issue im partia lly  in both 
cap ita lis t and soc ia lis t countries. 
Larsen doesn 't h igh ligh t the 
Am erican ro le in the suppression 
o f human rights in the w ay that 
Chippendale and Harriman do.
He does give some atten tion to 
the death penalty, which is now 
a very hot p o litica l issue in 
Am erica, though he m inim ises 
the significance o f the execution 
o f Gary G ilm ore fo r the 400 or 
so prisoners (many o f them 
blacks) curren tly on Death Row. 
Another im portant b lind  spot is 
the extent to w hich 'hum an 
r igh ts ' has become a pretext fo r 
the heating up o f the Cold War. 
Carter's misuse o f the term as 
a negotiating tool against the 
Russians in order to jus tify  
Am erican intervention in A frica  
makes the w ork o f an organisa
tion like Am nesty that much 
more d iff icu lt. Larsen's book is 
a good start on the h istory but 
more research and a clearer view 
of the po litica l issues could 
help someone to  cover the 
same ground more effective ly. 
(Anita Bennett)

Sport
★ 'Eng lish C ricket: The Game 
and its  Players through the

Ages' (W eidenfe ld & Nicolson, 
£5.50) by Christopher Brookes. 
A lthough i t  bears the stamp o f 
Its orig ins as a doctora l thesis, 
not least in the cocky scholastic 
tr ick  o f gently d ism issing certain 
earlier au thorities, th is  book 
does w ith in  its lim ite d  scope 
succeed in developing a con
vinc ing theory fo r the develop
ment o f the game.

To summarise crudely, land
owners adopted w hat was orig in 
a lly  a 'fo lk  game’ as they turned 
from  warfare to agricu lture. It 
kept them in touch w ith  their 
employees, and allow ed them to 
indulge in their passion fo r 
be tting (some o f the wagers 
r id ing  on 18th century matches 
make even Packer's purse seem 
n iggard ly). Eventually, organisa
tion on a county basis became 
the predominate fo rm , bringing 
w ith  i t  the absurd snobbery o f 
the pro fessiona l/am ateur d is tin c 
tion . which on ly d ied in 1962; 
indeed, i t  was bu t ten years 
before th is  that England was 
firs t captained by a professional 
(Len H utton). Brookes concen
trates on the h isto ry o f the 
gam e's organisation largely to 
the neglect o f its  a lte ring physi
cal appearance. Thus his book 
is in  no w ay defin itive , bu t it  
is a w orthy ad d ition  to the 
cricke t library w ith  enough 
orig inal theoris ing to intrigue. 
(John C ollis)

Photography
★The Russian W ar: 1941-1945
(Jonathan Cape. £6.95) Edited 
by Daniela MrazkovS and V la d i
m ir Remes. Text by A. J. P. 
Taylor.
M angled bodies as visual accom 
paniment to the Sunday breakfast 
have always seemed a dubious 
idea to me. This book, a Czecho
slovakian production, assembles 
the w ork o f 19 o f the 200 photo
graphers who served w ith  the 
Soviet arm y and counters that 
proposition by invo lv ing the 
view er in their s ide o f the War.

The images are stark and 
gritty . Death is treated w ith  
devastating s im p lic ity , grief v  iih  
compassion. As Taylor points 
out in  his in troduction , even the 
Germans in defeat are portrayed 
w ith  'deep human sym pathy'.
Any sentim entality  is banished 
by pictures like 'The conquerors 
of Be rlin ' which shows the back 
view  o f tw o shabby Russian 
sold iers, trudging dow n a de
solate street in the c ity.

There is none o f the 
swash and buckle o f ace m erce
nary Don M cCullin . charging in 
and out o f other people's wars 
and producing bloody glimpses 
o f tragedy to s lip  between the 
adverts in the colour supple
ments. These are not p ictures of 
v ic tim s, but docum entaries com 
piled w ith  pride by people whose 
fam ily  and friends were involved, 
figh ting and dying. The actual 
style o f photography, d icta ted by 
the equipment and nature o f the 
film  used at the tim e as much as 
prevailing sty le, means that the 
v iewer is caught in  the wheels of 
tim e.

The p ictures compel one to 
consider a recent European rea li
ty frequently fo rgotten now that 
w ar has become the exclusive 
province o f guerilla arm ies and 
colonia lists carving up the 
Third W orld . On the fron tline  
the photographers frequently 
sw itched from  camera to p isto l. 
M iraculously, they a ll survived, 
many selecting their favourite 
pictures fo r th is tribu te to  their 
20 m illio n  slaughtered comrades 
A deeply m oving book. (Val 
W ilm er)

Cyra McFadden’s T he  Serial' (Picador £2.50) is a delicious and 
deadpan send-up o f  soap opera magazine stories and how to get 
heavily into Alternative Lifestyles without losing your credit 
rating. It spans a year in the life o f  Marin County. California, 
through which a collection o f  navel-contemplating WASPS work 
at getting their heads together, search fo r  Caring Relationships. 
Open Commitment and generally hang loose. Bumper stickers 
cry ‘Save the Wombats', conversations pop with the patter o f  
self-improvement: acupuncture, saunas, sourdough, macrame, 
primal screaming and the Creative Divorce Group. Watch mar
riages fall apart and grow together, beautiful souls emerging like 
butterflies into a calmer karma, learn how to communicate with 
paranoid Boston ferns and dachshunds on macho trips. I f  you  can 
relate to it, i t ’s an ongoing laughter situation fo r  sure, but take it 
one episode at a time and cool out in between, or no way is your  
sensory awareness going to make it ou t o f  that whole downhill 
entropic bag. Can you  dig it? (Two-Car Gharajii John Fordhatn)
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Development 
on the cards
The Rich and the  Poor by H. S tarkey  
(Ely Resource and Technology Centre, 
Buck Hill, Ely, Cam bridgeshire, UK 
£2.40)

This unusual publication consists o f 
100 small playing cards, designed for use 
in “ world studies”  in the secondary 
school. 40 cards convey single facts -  
global hunger, national inequalities, in
dividual extravagance. 40  short concise 
quo tations from  sources as diverse as 
Abraham  Lincoln and Paul G etty . The 
rem aining 20 are photographs conveying 
poverty , affluence, waste, etc. An 
accom panying sheet provides detailed 
references and abou t tw en ty  suggestions 
for classroom  use. “ Deciphering the 
message contained  on  the  card”  might, 
in practice, bulk rather large, since the 
language is o ften  uncom prom ising. I’m 
afraid th at Hugh Starkey hasn’t entirely 
resolved the difficu lty  encountered  by all 
designers o f “ games” for teaching -  the 
inevitable tension betw een pedagogical 
in ten tions and a game th a t is effective as 
a game. The pack also strikes me as 
expensive, b u t it would be w orth  in
vestigating by teachers searching for a 
new approach.
M ichael Storm . n

CaseNo.46

I

Samore Biko - S teve’s 2  year old son.
No. 46  — Steve Biko by Hilda Bernstein  
(In te rna tiona l Defence and Aid F und, 
London; £1 .5 0 /$  3)

Steve Biko was the 4 6 th  person know n 
to have died while being held for ques
tioning by the  South  A frican security 
police in the last 25 years. Since his death  
in Septem ber 1977, tw o m ore detainees 
have died -  one an 18 year old boy.

The deaths o f  these political detainees

have variously been explained away by 
the security police as due to  natural 
causes, suicide, falling from  a window 
during questioning, falling down a stair
well, or slipping in the shower. In some 
cases they have not even bothered to 
explain - o r to  tell relatives o f the 
detainee’s death. In no  case has an 
enquiry placed any blame on the police. In 
short, detention in South Africa for 
political activities or even beliefs does 
not only mean to rtu re  it can also 
mean death.

But if m urder in detention  is an 
accepted part o f South Africa’s night
marish way of life and death, why then 
did “Case N um ber 46 -  Steve Biko” 
shock the world? As Bernstein explains: 
“ People are ‘shocked’ in a conventional 
sense to  read th at a m inim um  o f 46 
South Africans have died in d e ten tion  in 
the last few years. But they  are moved to 
the very depths o f their being by the 
though t o f one m an, naked and manacled, 
driven 740 miles through the night as he 
lay unattended  and dying.” Through the 
life and death  o f Steve Biko, says the 
au thor, it is possible to  see the structure 
o f a whole nation.

And indeed, for anyone w ho wants to 
understand a part o f the apartheid  system 
as it works, this is an im portan t book, 
well and sim ply w ritten . There is a short 
in troduc to ry  chapter to  explain Biko’s 
political work and beliefs, and to  place 
him in the historical co n tex t o f the 
struggle for hum an rights in Sou th  Africa. 
But m ost o f  the book is a word fo r word 
account o f  the inquest and enquiry  in to  
the events leading up to  Biko’s death.

T he security police, the  s ta te’s legal 
representatives, and the docto rs called in 
by the police to  exam ine Biko, are all 
left to  dam n them selves by their own 
words - and by their silences to  crucial 
questions asked by the  counsels 
representing Biko’s family.

In spite of. various a ttem p ts  by the 
police and the state to  cover them  up, the 
facts o f  “ Case N um ber 4 6 ” are un
alterable. O n August 18 Steve Biko, a 

i r  healthy  m an, was arrested. Som etime 
' early in the m orning o f Septem ber 7th, 

24 hours a fte r  his interrogation began, the 
1 blows th at damaged Biko’s brain were 

inflicted. In spite o f visible external 
injuries and positive signs o f  brain damage 

l°s in the few tests carried o u t, none o f the 
1  doctors brought in by the security police 
\% to  “ look a t”  Biko (and they  did little 
i§ m ore than  look) insisted th at he should 
I q be hospitalised or even treated . On 12th 
jo  Septem ber, Biko died.

N ot long after B iko’s death , the white 
electorate  in S ou th  A trica returned  the 
governm ent to  pow er w ith an over
whelming m ajority. Steve Biko, as 
Bernstein poin ts ou t, was a spokesm an 
for non-violent ways to  change the system. 
But, she adds: “There is not, n o r can ever 
be, a ‘non-violent’ situation in today’s 
South Africa. The laws them selves are 
violent laws, violently  adm inistered -  what 
be tte r witness to  th at than  Biko’s 
own death?”
Eve Hall □

Also worth 
reading on
POLITICS

The Real World of Democracy by
C.B. Macpherson. OUP 1971. 67 pages 
which ex tract the essence o f the three 
main systems o f governm ent. T ext of 
lectures first broadcast on CBC Canada. 
Som ewhat dense as a result of 
com pression but valuable for a sharp 
brief com parison of democracies.

Fear of Freedom  (also titled  Escape 
from Freedom ) by Erich Fromm. 
Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1942. A 
classic on the psychology of politics 
which we have struggled to  summarise 
on page 10. W ritten 37 years ago but 
still as fresh, relevant and illuminating 
today - and justifiably still in print. 
Very highly recom m ended.

On Socialist Dem ocracy by
R. Medvedev. Macmillan 1975. An 
indictm ent of the Soviet system  by a 
left-w ing  dissident. Em otive and occas
ionally repetitive, but easier to read 
than most o ther such books, with 
plen ty  o f actual examples. Well worth 
searching for.

Elections W ithout Choice edited  by  
G. Hermet, R. Rose and A. Rouquie. 
Macmillan 1978. A collection o f  essays 
on the electoral experiences of Eastern 
Europe, Cam eroun, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Syria and Portugal. Good tangible 
exam ples described. Political perspect
ive varies with contributor.

Political Sociology edited  by  
A. Pizzorno. Penguin Education. 1971.
A first-class collection of readings by 24 
political and social theorists. Some are 
now rather dated  but taken  together 
they  give a good in troduction  to  the 
subject. The book indicates the 
dim ensions o f the field and includes 
some classics. A
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Paperbacks and inexpensive  
hardbacks are favoured fo r  re-

bu t where a m ore expensive 
ed ition has been recomm ended, 
we suggest tha t you ask your 
loca l lib rary  to  order it. ( We 
support P ublic Lending R igh t.)  
Poetry is review ed In the Poetry 
Section, p o lit ic a l pam phlets in  
Agitprop, cookbooks and books 
about fo o d  in  the Food Section, 
and other spec ia lis t books are 
lis ted from  tim e  to  tim e In the 
relevant sections.

★The Other Bestsellora

We ere running a con tinu ing  
series o f bestse lle r lis ts  gathered  | 
Irom  ind iv id ua l neighbourhood  
and spec ia lity  bookshops. This 
is to  p rovide an alte rna tive to 
surveys tha t s ta tis tica lly  lum p  
together the reading tastes o f 
disparate groups, rendering only  
a bland amalgam o f no particu lar 
flavour.

i t  Dark They W ere and Golden
Eyed 9-12 S t Anne 's Court. W1 
(734 42 60 ).
1) ‘ Lu c ife r’s Ham m er' (Future 
£1.25) by Larry N iven Et Jerry 
Pournelle.
2) ‘Sword o f Shannare' (Futura 
Cl .75) by Terry Brooks.
3) 'G atew ay' (Futura 85p) by 
Fred Pohl.
4) ‘Man P lus' (Futura 85p) by 
Fred Pohl.
5) 'M iss io n  to  Universe ' (Sphere 
85p) by Gordon R. Dixon.

General

conclusions, W hy "No 46  ? Be
cause Biko was the 46 th  b lack to 
d ie  in  police de tention. No-one 
in the security services has ever 
been convicted fo r their respons
ib il ity  fo r  any o f them. (T im  
G opsill)

★ 'N o 46— Steve B iko ' ( In te r
national Defence and A id  Fund 
fo r South A frica , paperback 
f 1 .50) by H ilda Bernstein.
W ho said : 'A  re lative ly  luxurious 
Land Rover was used? ' Answer: 
Colonel Pieter Goosen, C hief o f 
the Security Police in Eastern 
Cape, South A frica , rep ly ing  to 
questions as to  w hy  the coma
tose Steve Biko was carried 740 
m iles on the floor of a Land 
Rover the n igh t before he died 

Just one o f the gems from  the 
extracts from  the B iko inquest 
reprinted In th is  book. Naturally, 
the South A frican po lice lied 
through their teeth rig h t through 
the proceeding* .and cou ldn 't 
even cook up a coherent story 
between them  to  account fo r the 
in ju ry  that caused the five bra in 
lesions that k ille d  him . Because 
they clearly d id n 't care: the 
SA security po lice are pa id to 
'in te rrogate ' blacks to death, 
and lie about i t  a fterw ards. But 
w hat makes even angrier reading 
are the answers o f the doctors:
Dr Ivor Lans, d is tr ic t surgeon 
at Port Elizabeth, exam ined Biko 
the m orning after he received 
the unexplained b low s, and filed 
a report: "I have found no e v id 
ence o f any abno rm a lity  or 
pathology on deta inee'. Under 
questioning he w as fo rced to 
adm it he had noticed a few  of 
B lko 's wounds, bu t d id n 't record 
hem because i t  cou ld tu rn  out 
o be em barrassing fo r the police 

lator.
So. in th is  book, the real and 

horrify ing ho ld o f apartheid is 
la id bare: the doctors, patho
logists. lawyers and judges, all 
w hite , a ll (save the B iko fa m ily 's  
representatives) rac is t, careless 
o f justice, dem ocracy and 
humanity. Though he has no 
speaking part, B iko emerges as 
a more d ignified, and in te llig en t 
person than a ll the professional 
dignita ries put together. Bern
ste in Includes a b rie f biography 
(not tha t m uch is know n), an 
analysis o f the Black Conscious- 

■  ness movement, and draws the
I  obvious, because unavoidable.

N o  4 6 .S T E V E  BIKO. b y  Hilda Berstein. 
IDAF. 104 New gate S t, London  EC1. 
£1.50.

Stephen Bantu Biko was the forty-six th  
political detainee known to  have died 
while being ‘in terrogated ’ by the sccuritv  
police in South Africa.

He had never been convicted o f  an> 
cim re nor had he ever been arrested for 
inciting violence— yet he was considered 
‘dangerous' by the South  African autho
rities because he dared to question  the 
apartheid  system .

in her new book, No 46  Steve B iko, 
a frightening docum entary  covering the 
life and death  o f  this young African leader, 
Hilda Bernstein com m ents: “ From  the 
tim e th at Steve Biko entered room  619 in 
Sanlarn Buildings (the Port Elizabeth head
quarters o f  the  security  police) his destiny 
was sealed.

“ The man who had laughed at danger 
and provocation, who had form ed organisa
tions and i-diled m aga/inos. who lt;id 
argued and debated and propounded sliong  
ideas, no  longer existed. His past life had 
been sheared aw ay. What was left was the 
frame o f  Steve Biko, enclosing now  only 
a suffering m utely and inadequately 
expressed and callously ignored.

“ . . .  T hey |th e  police and district 
surgeons] condem ned him to the to ta l ’ 
isolation and loneliness in which he moved 
through incom prehension and darkness 
to  his d ea th .”

Although, like the au thor, 1 am  also a 
form er South  African journalist and am 
well acquain ted  with the oppressive 
apartheid system  and the measures used 
to  enforce it, the boo k  filled me with a 
fresh sense o f  horror.

Rely extensively on transcripts o f  the 
evidence at the post m ortem  examina- 
tjon —a device to  clear the authorities o f  
any blam e, Hilda Bernstein sets the facts 
clearly before the reader. She does not 
name the killers; the witnesses are left 
to convict themselves by their own 
statem ents.

It is no t so m uch what the witnesses 
siad, but what they om itted  to  say the 
‘conspiracy o f silence’— that makes this 
account so chilling.

Hilda Bernstein’s book should be read 
by every m em ber o f  the board oI every 
British com pany with financial interests 
in South  Africa. It certain ly  w on't be 
read in South Africa. Like Steve Biko. 
il w on 't be allowed to interfere.

Jen  >m e  M ouat
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RACIAL BIAS IN 
SCHOOL BOOKS

I t  was announced in the  Times 
Educational Supplem ent in March that 
there was available in L ondon  a paper 
offering  guildlines fo r  assessing ch ildren’s 
books in and f o r  a m ulti-e thnic  society. 
Over 3 0 0  organisations a n d  individuals 
w rote fo r  copies an d  the paper has also 
been w idely reprinted f o r  use in confer
ences. Gillian Klein, the  librarian o f  the 
IL E A  Centre fo r  Urban Educational 
Studies (CUES), who w rote the  paper  
with the  assistance o f  Crispin Jones,
CU ES Tu tor fo r  M ulti-E thnic Studies, 
reviews here the main p o in ts  o f  the  
paper.

W hen 1 came to  the  task , I found 
th at there was a good deal o f guidance 
on the  effect o f p rin t on  prejudice, and 
the damage done to  black children’s self
esteem  by derogatory  images in literature. 
D orothy  Kuya in Liverpool had  argued the 
case strongly in Sow ing the dragon’s teeth  
and D orothy  C ohen’s book Starting o u t  
right had  appeared in the  States. But 
David Milner’s Children & R ace  still the  
one w ork  th a t  has m ost influenced my 
own judgem ent, as I select for the CUES 
display o f  ch ildren’s books th a t could, by 
their presence in libraries and class
room s all over B ritain , m ost contribute  
to  increasing racial harm ony.

It was by crystallising m y own criteria 
th a t this paper cam e to  be w ritten  and 
its object is to  encourage others to  ex
amine and determ ine for themselves 
which books are m ost appropriate , par
ticularly  as there is still no one successful 
bibliography o f  children’s books for the 
m ulti-ethnic society. Two earlier papers 
served as m odels: The Com m unity 
Relations Commission (CRC) leaflet, 
Racism  & Sexism  in ch ildren’s books, 
a checklist and S o m e criteria fo r  assess
ing racism in ch ildren’s books  by Alison 
Day, prepared at CUES in 1975.

I am  very concerned abou t the damage 
th a t can be done by  racist books, bo th  to  
the  developing self-image o f  the black 
child, and to  the a ttitu d es  o f  the  white 
child, whose incipient prejudices can thus 
be re-inforced. I w ould like to  see them  
rem oved from  the shelves or at least used 
w ith care in special situations.

But I feel equally strongly about the 
positive  co n tribu tion  th at books can m ake 
to  a ch ild’s recognition and understanding 
o f  h im self and others. It is im portan t for 
all children to  recognise th a t black child

ren, to o , have stories read to them  at 
bed-tim e, play in the snow, go to  school, 
e tc , and the presence on  the shelves o f 
Breinburg’s Sally-Ann s Umbrella or Jet, 
a g ift to  the  fa m ily , confirm s this, while at 
the same tim e providing a good read.

This does not mean th at books are 
going to  be satisfactory if  there is a black 
face on the cover. Tokenism often slides 
in to  racism and is an all-too-comm on 
response on  the part o f  publishers to the 
new  bandwagon o f  “ Multi-racial education” . 
The next step is stereotyping, the m ost 
invidious reinforcer o f  projudice, the m ost 
damaging attack , in p rin t, on a child’s 
self-esteem.

By this po in t it should be evident to  
the  reader that I care about the effect o f  
the prin ted  word on all children in 
Britain, whatever their racial or geographical 
origin, and wherever they  now  live. We 
are long past the  point where we take in a 
book abou t a black child especially for a 
black pupil in the school to  read. Books are 
the  preserve o f  everybody, even the young 
illiterate, and books still have trem endous

power tor good or bad in the way they 
shape our, and particularly  o u r children’s, 
attitudes.

So every boo k  needs to  be evaluated 
for all p o ten tial readers. We would do 
well to  rem em ber th a t children encounter 
books in two ways. (1) the private one-to- 
one com m unication o f  the  au th o r to  the 
reader, very m uch the concern o f  the 
parent and the public librarian who w on’t 
then  be around to  cushion the message 
received by a black child w ho has pounced 
delightedly on , let us say Enid B ly ton’s 
story  The L ittle  Black Doll; and (2 ) the 
“au th o rity ” encounter, where parent or 
teacher gives his apparent approval to  a 
book he reads aloud. In this case, it can 
be argued, racist m aterial can be dealt with 
as it occurs— providing always th at the 
teacher or parent is both  sensitive and 
alerted to  racism.

The first tw o poin ts in the “ Guidelines” 
paper deal briefly with the need for books 
which reflect the m ulti-ethnic nature o f  
our society, and w ith some o f  the kinds 

•of racism which rear out o f  children’s 
books. It goes on to  explore ano ther form 
o f  stereotyping, th at exemplified by the 
black boy who is good only at sport o r the 
black adult who is the school cleaner, not 
the  teacher in the school story. 1 have



heard  it argued th a t  th a t ’s the  way i t  is, 
b u t canno t accept th a t this justified  p r in t
ing i t  so th a t  it then  becom es a m odel. Let 
us rather have m ore books like Evan t 
O w en’s Living  in Britain  series, where 
adults  o f  m any races are portrayed  in res - . >*' 
ponsible and caring jobs. And m ore fiction 
w ith self-respecting and decision m aking 
y oung peop le— like the  heroine o f  Jean 
M cG ibbon’s Hal, or supportive parents 
like Barnaby’s in When shoes eat socks 
by  Barbara Klimovitz.

Books which deal honestly  w ith  issues 
o f  racial prejudice certainly have a place 
on the  shelves. A dults m ay find it an 
experience to  read Jam es Baldwin,
R ichard W right or Malcolm X, and gain 
som e insight on how  it feels to  be the 
object o f  racial discrim ination. And the 
subject could  be constructively aired 
in the  classroom  while reading, say,
Bernard Ashley’s The trouble w ith  
Donovan C ro ft aloud to  a class o f  ten- 
year-olds, as the  story  will have interested 
th em  and probably  m ade them  m ore 
receptive th an  usual.

W hen it com es to  facts, it is s ufficient 
to  po in t o u t th a t these m ust be accurate, 
m ust take in to  account a m ulti-ethnic per- 
perspective, and m ust not be ta in ted  by 
th e  old colonial view point th a t h istory 
began in Africa w hen the  w hite man 
cam e, ‘bringing civilisation and light’. Facts 
are dealt with splendidly in Chris P rocto r’s 
b ook let for the  N ational Union o f  Students 
(NUS) R acism  in tex t-books, to  which 1 
refer th e  reader.

Language is an o th er guide to  evaluating 
books, and here NAME has produced an 
illum inating list o f  value-laden term s 
like “ blacken his rep u ta tio n ” o r “ white 
lies” . G uard against books which refer to  
groups o f  people as “ savage” or “ prim itive” 
or call slaves, “ slaves” , but everyone else 
“ people” . Are n o t slaves “ people” ?

It is o ften  the  b ook  th at satisfies on  all 
counts which fulfils also m y criteria for 
children living and learning in a m ulti
cu ltural and multi-racial society. Those 
au thors whose characters fairly leap o ff
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the page are unlikely to  be the ones who 
create stereotypes. O f course the authors 
them selves m ay have projudices, which, 
will then  be evident in their w orks— look 
at the writings o f  R udyard  Kipling or 
Charles Kingsley, both  very m uch p ro 
ducts o f  their eras and environm ents. But 
the  ch ildren’s au thors o f  today  are a 
diverse and brilliant bunch, and don’t 
underestim ate their custom ers. Those 
who take as their subjects children from  
e thn ic  m inorities usually create characters 
real enough for their readers to  identify  
w ith— otherwise w hy should the readers 
w ant to  find o u t w hat happens next? 
Illustrations support this thesis even 
m ore obviously. Errol L loyd’s N in i is a 
real l ittle  girl, an individual am ong the 
o th er chiefly  black, children at the 
carnival. N ot the same face as Ossie 
M urray’s Sally-Ann  though b o th  are m uch 
the  same age. Compare these w ith the 
ultim ate in stereotyping, the comic book, 
where each girl is distinguished from  the 
next only by co lour and length o f  hair, so 
th at when the illustrator a ttem pts a black 
face, it will inevitably be a caricature.

If we sh ift the cardboard characters o f  
Blyton, Buckeridge, T ozet etc o ff  the 
crowded shelves to  m ake way for Kilner 
Fitzhugh, Ashley, Brienburg. and Darke, 
we will be offering be tte r literatire to  all 
our children. I f  a t this po in t we choose 
to  discrim inate by  spending o ur lim ited 
budgets on m ulti-ethnic m aterials o f  
such quality , they  will take  their place 
com fortab ly  am ong the Garners, Garfields, 
Aikens, Chants, Sutcliffs and Peytons 
and at the  same tim e do  a little  to  balance 
the  scales against the  wealth o f  euro- 
centric literature  offered to  children. 
Certainly there  is n o  space left for the 
second-rate; it is up to  all o f  us to  ensure 
th at for our children, only the best will do. 
And where the best contributes to  the 
ethnic diversity o f  our society, th at is the 
b ook  to  purchase and prom ote.

For fu rth e r  inform ation  write to  Gillian 
Klein, CUES, 3 4  A berdeen Park, London  
N 5 2BL (Telephone 01-226 5437).

B e c o m e  a  m e m b e r  o f  L ib e ra t io n
y o u r s e l f .  . . , . . . .

In d iv id u a l  m e m b e r s h ip  1 2 .5 0  p e r  y e a r .
. Local affilia tes £3.00 per year.

A sk  y o u r  o r g a n isa t io n  to  Ar(.a and District Organisations £5.00
a ffi lia te  to  L ib era tio n  per year.

N ationa l Affiliates from  £10.50  to £100, 
N a m e .....................................................................................................................

A d d r e s s .........................................................................

O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( i f  a p p l i c a b l e )  ......................................................................................

R e t u r n  l<> L i b e r a t i o n ,  ') I 3 / 3 1 5  C a l e d o n i a n  R o a d ,  L o n d o n  N . I .  ( 6 0 7  0 4 6 5 )

N o 46. S T E V E  BIKO. b y  Hilda Berstein. 
IDAF. 104 New gate S t, London  EC1. 
£1.50.

Stephen Bantu Biko was the  forty-sixth 
political detainee know n to  have died 
while being ‘in terrogated’ by the security 
police in South Africa.

He had never been convicted o f  any 
cimre nor had he ever been arrested for 
inciting violence— yet he was considered 
‘dangerous’ by the South  A frican autho
rities because he dared to  question  the 
apartheid system .

In her new book, N o 4 6 -S te v e  Biko,
- a frightening docum entary covering the 
life and death o f  this young African leader, 
Hilda Bernstein com m ents: “ From  the 
tim e th at Steve Biko entered  room  619 in 
Sanlam Buildings (the Port Elizabeth head
quarters o f  the  security police) his destiny 
was sealed.

“ The man who had laughed at danger 
and provocation, w ho had form ed organisa
tions and ed ited  magazines, who had 
argued and debated and propounded strong 
ideas, no  longer existed. His past life had 
been sheared away. What was left was the 
frame o f  Steve Biko, enclosing now  only 
a suffering m utely and inadequately 
expressed and callously ignored.

“ . . .  They [the police and district 
surgeons] condem ned him  to  the  to ta l 
isolation and loneliness in which he moved 
'through incom prehension and darkness 
to  his d ea th .”

Although, like the au thor, I am also a 
form er South  African journalist and am 
well acquainted w ith the  oppressive 
apartheid system  and the m easures used 
to  enforce it, the book filled me with a 
fresh sense o f horror.

Rely extensively on transcripts o f  the 
evidence a t the post m ortem  exam ina
tio n — a device to  clear the au thorities o f 
any blam e, Hilda Bernstein sets the facts 
clearly before the  reader. She does not 
name the killers; the  witnesses are left 
to  convict themselves by their own 
statem ents.

I t  is n o t so m uch what the witnesses 
siad, but w hat they om itted  to  say— the 
‘conspiracy o f  silence’— th a t m akes this 
account so chilling.

Hilda Bernstein’s book should be read 
by every m em ber o f  the  board  o f  every 
British com pany with financial interests 
in South Africa. It certainly w on’t be 
read in South Africa. Like Steve Biko, 
it won’t be allowed to  interfere.

Jerom e M ouat
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RACIAL BIAS IN 
SCHOOL BOOKS

I t  was announced  in the Times 
E ducational S u pp lem en t in March that 
there was available in London  a paper 
o ffering  guildlines fo r  assessing ch ildren’s 
b o o ks  in and fo r  a m ulti-ethnic society. 
Over 3 0 0  organisations and individuals 
w rote fo r  copies and the paper has also 
been w idely  reprin ted  fo r  use in confer
ences. Gillian K lein , the  librarian o f  the  
IL E A  Centre fo r  Urban Educational 
Studies (CUES), who w rote the  paper 
w ith  the assistance o f  Crispin Jones,
C U ES T u to r  fo r  M ulti-E thnic Studies, 
reviews here the  main po in ts  o f  the 
paper.

W hen I came to  the  task, I found 
th a t  there  was a good deal o f  guidance 
on the  effect o f  p rin t on prejudice, and 
the damage done to  black children’s self
esteem  by derogatory  images in literature . 
D oro thy  K uya in Liverpool had argued the 
case strongly in Sow ing the dragon’s teeth  
and D oro thy  C ohen’s book Starting o u t  
right had  appeared in the States. But 
David M ilner’s Children & Race  still the 
one w ork  th a t  has m ost influenced my 
ow n judgem ent, as I select fo r the CUES 
display o f  ch ildren’s books th a t could, by 
their presence in libraries and class- 
roo ira  all over Britain, m ost con tribu te  
to  increasing racial harm ony.

I t  was by crystallising m y own criteria 
th a t this paper came to  be w ritten and 
its ob ject is to  encourage e th e rs  to  ex
am ine and determ ine for themselves 
which books are m ost appropriate , par
ticularly as there  is still no one successful 
bibliography o f  children’s books for the 
m ulti-ethnic society. Two earlier papers 
served as m odels: The Com m unity 
R elations Com mission (CRC) leaflet, 
Racism  & S ex ism  in ch ildren’s books, 
a ch ecklist and So m e criteria fo r  assess
ing racism in children's bo o ks  by Alison 
D ay, prepared  at CUES in 1975.

I am very concerned  ab o u t the damage 
th a t  can be done by racist books, bo th  to  
the developing self-image o f  the black 
child, and to  the a ttitu d es  o f  the white 
ch ild , whose incipient prejudices can thus 
be re-inforced. I w ould like to  see them 
rem oved from  the shelves or at least used 
w ith care in special situations.

B at I feel equally strongly about the 
positive  co n trib u tio n  th a t books can make 
to  a child’s recognition and understanding 
o f  h im self and o thers. It is im portan t for 
all children to  recognise th a t black child

ren, to o , have stories read to  them  at 
bed-tim e, play in the  snow, go to  school, 
etc, and the presence on  the shelves o f  
B reinburg’s S a lly -A n n ’s Umbrella or Jet, 
a g ift to  the  fa m ily , confirm s this, while at 
the same tim e providing a good read.

This does n o t m ean th at books are 
going to  be satisfactory if  there is a black 
face on the  cover. Tokenism  often  slides 
into racism and is an all-too-comm on 
response on the p art o f  publishers to  the 
new bandwagon o f “ Multi-racial education” . 
The nex t step is stereotyping , the m ost 
invidious reinforcer o f  projudice, the m ost 
damaging a ttack , in p rin t, on a child’s 
self-esteem.

By this po in t it should be evident to  
the reader that I care abou t the e ffect o f 
the prin ted  word on all children in 
Britain , whatever their racial or geographical 
origin, and wherever they  now live. We 
are long past the poin t where we take in a 
book abou t a black child especially for a 
black pupil in the school to  read. Books are 
the  preserve o f  everybody, even the young 
illiterate, and books still have trem endous

pow er for good o r bad in the  way they 
shape our, and particularly  our ch ildren’s, 
attitudes.

So every boo k  needs to  be evaluated 
for all p o ten tial readers. We w ould do 
well to  rem em ber th a t children encounter 
books in two ways. (1) the private one-to- 
one com m unication o f  the  a u th o r to  the 
reader, very m uch the concern o f  the 
parent and the public librarian who w on’t 
then  be around to  cushion the message 
received by a black child w ho has pounced 
delightedly on , let us say Enid B lyton’s 
sto ry  The L ittle  B lack Doll; and (2) the 
“au th o rity ” encoun ter, where parent or 
teacher gives his apparent approval to  a 
book he reads aloud. In this case, it can 
be argued, racist m aterial can be dealt with 
as it occurs— providing always th at the 
teacher or parent is bo th  sensitive and 
alerted to  racism.

The first tw o poin ts in the “ Guidelines'' 
paper deal briefly with the need for books 
which reflect the m ulti-ethnic nature o f 
o u r society, and w ith some o f  the kinds 

•of racism which rear o u t o f children’s 
books. It goes on to  explore ano ther form 
o f  stereotyping, th a t exemplified by  the 
b lack boy who is good only at sport or the 
black adult who is the  school cleaner, not 
the teacher in the school story . I have
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heard  it argued th a t th a t ’s the  way i t  is, 
b u t cannot accept th a t this justified  p r in t
ing i t  so th a t it then  becom es a m odel. Let 
us rather have m ore books like Evan i ‘ 
O wen’s Living  in Britain series, where 
adults o f  m any races are portrayed  in res-. .C  
ponsible and caring jobs. And m ore fiction 
w ith self-respecting and decision m aking 
young people— like the  hero ine o f  Jean 
M cGibbon’s Hal, or supportive parents 
like Barnaby’s in  When shoes eat socks  
by  Barbara Klimovitz.

Books which deal honestly  w ith  issues 
o f  racial prejudice certainly have a place 
on the shelves. Adults m ay find it an 
experience to  read Jam es Baldwin,
R ichard W right or Malcolm X, and gain 
som e insight on how  it feels to  be the 
object o f  racial discrim ination. And the 
subject could  be constructively aired 
in the  classroom  while reading, say,
Bernard Ashley’s The trouble  w ith  
Donovan C roft aloud to  a class o f  ten- 
year-olds, as the  story  will have interested 
them  and probab ly  m ade them  m ore 
receptive th an  usual.

When it  com es to  facts, it is s ufficient 
to  p o in t o u t th a t these m ust be accurate, 
m ust take in to  accoun t a m ulti-ethnic per- 
perspective, and  m ust not be tain ted  by 
the  o ld  colonial view point th a t history  
began in Africa when the  white man 
cam e, ‘bringing civilisation and light’. Facts 
are dealt with splendidly in Chris P rocto r’s 
b ook let fo r  th e  National Union o f S tudents 
(NUS) Racism  in text-books, to  which I 
refer the  reader.

Language is an o th e r guide to  evaluating 
books, and  here  NAME has produced an 
illum inating list o f  value-laden term s 
like “ blacken his rep u ta tio n ”  o r “ white 
lies” . G uard against books which refer to  
groups o f  people as “ savage”  or “ prim itive” 
or call slaves, “ slaves” , b u t everyone else 
“ people” . Are n o t slaves “people” ?

It is o ften  the boo k  th a t satisfies on  all 
counts w hich fulfils also m y criteria for 
ch ildren  living and learning in a m ulti
cu ltural and m ulti-racial society. Those 
au thors whose characters fairly leap off

B e c o m e  a m em b e r  o f  L ib era tio n  
y o u r se lf .

A s k  y o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  to  
a f f i l i a t e  t o  L i b e r a t i o n

the page are unlikely to  be the ones who 
create  stereotypes. O f  course the au thors 
them selves m ay have projudices, which, 
will then  be evident in their works— look 
a t the writings o f  Rudyard Kipling or 
Charles Kingsley, both  very m uch pro
ducts o f  their eras and environm ents. But 
the  children’s au thors o f  today  are a 
diverse and brilliant bunch, and do n ’t 
underestim ate their custom ers. Those 
w ho take as their subjects children from  
ethnic m inorities usually create characters 
real enough for their readers to  identify  
w ith— otherwise why should the readers 
want to  find out w hat happens next? 
Illustrations support this thesis even 
m ore obviously. Errol L loyd’s N in i is a 
real little  girl, an individual am ong the 
o ther chiefly black, children at the 
carnival. N ot the same face as Ossie 
M urray’s Sally-Ann  though b o th  are much 
the  same age. Compare these w ith the 
u ltim ate in stereotyping , the comic book, 
where each girl is distinguished from  the 
next only by co lour and length o f  hair, so 
th a t when the illustra tor a ttem pts a black 
face, it will inevitably be a caricature.

I f  we sh ift the cardboard characters o f  
B lyton, Buckeridge, T ozet etc o ff  the 
crow ded shelves to  m ake way for Kilner 
F itzhugh, Ashley, Brienburg, and Darke, 
we will be offering b e tte r  literatire to  all 
our children, i f  a t this po in t we choose 
to  discrim inate by spending our lim ited 
budgets on  m ulti-ethnic m aterials o f 
such quality , they  will take their place 
com fortab ly  am ong the  Garners, Garfields, 
Aikens, Chants, Sutcliffs and Peytons 
and at the  same tim e do  a little  to  balance 
the scales against the wealth  o f  euro- 
centric literature offered to  children. 
Certainly there is no  space left for the 
second-rate; it is up to  all o f  us to  ensure 
th a t  for our children, only the  best will do. 
And where the best contributes to  the 
ethnic diversity o f  o u r society, th a t is the 
b ook  to  purchase and prom ote.

For fu rth er  inform ation  write to  Gillian 
Klein, CUES, 3 4  A berdeen Park, London  
N 5 2BL (Telephone 01-226 5437).

LJj€ffiturvi
Ind iv idual m em bersh ip  £2 .50  p e r year. 
Local affilia tes £3 .00  p e r  year.
A rea an d  D istrict O rg an isa tio n s  £5.00 

per year.
N atio n a l Affiliates from  £10.50 to  £100,

N o 46. S T E V E  BIKO. by  Hilda Berstein. 
ID AF . 104 N ewgate S t, London  EC1. 
£1.50.

Stephen Bantu Biko was the forty-sixth 
political detainee know n to  have died 
while being ‘in terrogated’ by the  security 
police in South  Africa.

He had never been convicted o f  any 
cimre nor had he ever been arrested  for 
inciting violence— yet he was considered 
‘dangerous’ by the South African au tho
rities because he dared to question  the 
apartheid system .

In her new book, N o 4 6 -S te v e  B iko, 
a frightening docum entary  covering the 
life and death o f  this young African leader, 
Hilda Bernstein, com m ents: “ From  the 
tim e th a t Steve Biko entered room  619 in 
Sanlam Buildings (the  Port Elizabeth head
quarters o f  the security police) his destiny 
was sealed.

“ The man who had laughed a t danger 
and provocation, who had form ed organisa
tions and edited magazines, w ho had 
argued and debated and propounded strong 
ideas, no  longer existed. His past life had 
been sheared away. What was left was the 
fram e o f  Steve Biko, enclosing now  only 
a suffering m utely and inadequately 
expressed and callously ignored.

. .  They [the police and district 
•surgeons] condem ned him to  the to ta l 
isolation and loneliness in which he moved 
through incom prehension and darkness 
to  his d ea th .”

Although, like the  au thor, I am also a 
form er South African journalist and am 
well acquainted with the  oppressive 
apartheid system  and the measures used 
to  enforce it, the book filled me with a 
fresh sense o f  horror.

Rely extensively on  transcripts o f  the 
evidence a t the post m ortem  exam ina
t io n — a device to  clear the authorities o f 
any blam e, Hilda Bernstein sets the facts 
clearly before the reader. She does not 
nam e the  killers; the witnesses are left 
to  convict themselves by their own 
statem ents.

It is n o t so much w hat the  witnesses 
siad, but what they om itted  to  say— the 
‘conspiracy o f  silence’— th at makes this 
account so chilling.

Hilda Bernstein’s book should be read 
by every m em ber o f  the board o f  every 
British com pany w ith financial interests 
in South  Africa. It certainly w on’t be 
read in South Africa. Like Steve Biko, 
i t  w on’t be allowed to  interfere.

Jerom e M ouat

N a m e
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No 46 -  Steve Biko by H ilda Bernstein (International 
Defence and  A id .F und) 150pp. Paper £1-50 
Steve Biko was the forty sixth political detainee known to have 
died under interrogation by the security police in South Africa, 
but the only case to have given rise to an inquest. This book 
painstakingly examines the contradictory and inconsistent 
evidence given at the inquest, and reconstructs the sequence 
of events leading up to Biko’s horrible death. The strength of 
the book lies in its view that “it is possible to see the structure 
of a whole nation through the life and death of one person.” 
At the same time as providing a  portrait of Biko and the 
significance of the Black Consciousness Movement which he 
represented, the book does not lose sight of the society where 
a death like Biko’s could occur. I t makes it clear that Biko’s
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DEATH BY DETENTION
No. 4 6 -S te v e  Biko by Hilda Bernstein, International 
Defence & Aid F u n d , 104 Newgate S tree t, London, 
E .C .l . £1 .50

* * * * * * * * * *

T o date 47  political activists have been m urdered by 
V orsie r’s fascist Security  Police. Many like James Lenko, 
Alpheus Maliba and Joseph Mduli were silenced, afte r 
years o f  persecution  and de ten tio n  had failed : ,■> deter 
them  from  organising and mobilising the oppressed 
black m ajority  u nder the banner o f  the  banned African 
N ational Congress, the spearhead o f  the  people's 
national liberation  struggle.

Imam H aroun, a religious leader o f  the Moslem com m un
ity  in the  Cape, a fearless opponen t o f  the  racist regime, 
was similarly killed during de ten tio n , as was Ahmed 
T im o l-alleg ed  afte r his m urder to  have been a m em ber o f  
an underground unit o f  the  ANC. In every single case 
death  resulted during de ten tio n , and post m or.em s, in 
variably insisted upon by relatives and friends v. ith every 
opposition  from  the S ta te , established in co n tr. vertibly 
th at severe to rtu re  and beatings had taken  place 

Since 1964, w hen Looksm art S Ngudle. and ANC activist, 
becam e the first political detainee to  have died the 
hands o f  the  Security  Police, the  ANC has campaigned 
internationally  for condem nation  o f  the to rtu re  and 
m urder o f  political detainees, and against the fascist laws 
which enable the  secret police to  hold anybod> incom 
m unicado w ithout having to  answer to  anyone except the 
M inister o f  Justice  responsible for state security . not 
obliged to  disclose the d e ten tion  to  anyone including 
relatives.

Steve Biko becam e the 4 6 th  such victim  o f th . South 
A frican Security Police, and his death  raised ar. inter
national ou tcry . At last the  w estern w orld , with its 
enorm ous econom ic, political, m ilitary and cu/.ural 
ties w ith the racist regime, show ed its concern for the 
plight o f  political detainees in V orste r’s prisons 

And if  there really were any d o ub ts in the m inds o f  the 
representatives o f  the  western powers about the fate o f  
political detainees, then  Hilda B ernstein’s excellent and 
penetrating  account o f  Steve Biko’s horrendous ordeal and

final death  at the hands o f  the Security Police m ust surely 
dispel them . And w ho can argue w ith the impeccable 
source o f  her revelations ?
Hilda Bernstein, herself a political activist o f  long stand
ing in the liberation  struggle, lets the Security Police tell 
their ow n version o f  B iko’s d ea th . And that is all she had 
to  do  to  convict B iko’s m urderers. F or the  first tim e ever, 
a public inquest was h e ld , and Hilda faithfully records the 
essential evidence, th u s  enabling us to  penetra te  in some 
deDth th e  veil o f  silence hung over the deaths o f  political

To locate Steve Biko w ithin the  struggle in  S o u th  Africa 
she provides a fairly detailed  a cco u n t o f  Black conscious- 
n e s s - th e  ideology, i f  we can call i t  th a t ,  w hich  Biko 
helped to  articu la te . “The inquest o f  Steve Biko was not 
sim ply an exceptional event; it was in a sense a revelation 
o f  racism, o f  the way it has d isto rted  ord inary  people, 
and the way it has d estroyed  all m orality  and decency in 
a rich and beau tifu l land” ,

THERESA NANNANj

u W iV v .



Steve Biko
"No 46 Steve Biko," by 
H i l d a  B e r n s t e i n ,  
published!  by I n 
ternational Defence & 
Aid Fund, 2 Amen 
Court, London EC4M 
7BX; price £1.50.

FOR THOSE only vaguely 
aware of South African 
politics, the well published 
events around the Steve 
Biko inquest in November 
1977 must have had a 
familiar ring about them. 
Here again was the 
fam iliar p attern  of 
arrogant police brutality 
with its open and obvious 
political murder of yet 
another opponent of South 
A f r i c a ’s a p a r t h e i d .  
Significant about the Steve 
Biko incident, was that for 
the first time a public 
inquest revealed what 
opponents of South  
African apartheid have 
known for some time — the 
full horror and cruelty of 
that country’s laws and 
those who uphold them.

For others less aware of 
South African politics, or 
those refusing to believe its 
reality, Hilda Bernstein’s 
book is essential reading. 
For those involved in the 
daily struggle to assist the 
liberation movements in 
South Africa, the book is 
both a tribute to a fine man 
and through him a vivid 
description of the events 
surrounding his death.

The title of the book is 
derived from the fact that 
Steve Biko was the 46th 
known person to die in the 
lands of the South African 
Security Police. The others 
were relatively unknown 
and r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  
publicity. Similar events 
continue today,  and 
everyday. Ia the relatively 
short period since the 
inquest, Hilda Bernstein 
has c o l l e c t s  much 
essen tia l &{&i'mation 
gleaned from tne verbatim 
reports of the inquest in 
the Psod Daily MaiL The 
book dram atica l ly  
illustrates the total lade of 
accountability of the 
Security Police, perhaps 
best illustrated by tne 
Minister of Police, J. 
Kruger’s comment, that 
p r i s o n e r s  h a v e  th e

democratic right in South 
Africa to starve them
selves to death”. Written 
unapologetically as an 
exposure of South African 
apartheid, the book leaves 
no room for doubt in its 
presentation and breadth 
of detail that the outcome 
of the inquest  was  
predetermined. As a final 
stamp of “respected” 
authority, Sir David 
Naplev’s report to the 
British Law Society is 
included. His conclusions 
differ only marginally from 
those more committed to 
the abolition of apartheid.

Steve Biko died on 12th 
September, 1977, he w»s 31 
years old, educated, an

intellectual and articulate. 
He was a founder member 
of the Black Consciousness 
Movement whose influence 
spread among the black 
and some sections of the 
liberal white communities. 
Expelled from University' 
for his political views, his 
adult life was a continual 
round of surveillance, 
harassment and detention 
by the police.

Steve Biko was never 
convicted of any crime 
while he lived and was 
never accused or arrested 
for inciting violence. 
Following his arrest in 
August 1977 for allegedly 
destroying inflammatory 
pamphlets, he was kept 
naked, manacled in 
solitary confinement for 20 
days without exercise or 
fresh air and without any 
chargtafbeing brought. His 
interrogation began on 6th 
September ana it was 
during this period that he 
received the blows that 
were to be fatal and the 
subject of the now in
famous inquest.

Hilda Bernstein’s book 
demonstrates how the 
whole events from then on 
degenerated into one of 
collusion and, cover up, 
involving the doctors, 
pathologists and the secret 
police, aimed at concealing 
the extent of the violence 
inflicted on their victims.

As a martyr for the 
cause of black liberation, 
there is no doubt that 
much will be written about 
Steve Biko and what he 
believed in. This book 
crystallises many of the 
issues around his death 
and is a damning in
dictment of apartheid?

R.H.

TASS Nows & Journal



Publicaties
"Steve B iko ", Hilda B ernste in , In te rn a tio n a l  
Defence & Aid Fund Londen7
Hilda Bernstein, No. 46 "Steve Biko", International 
Defence & Aid Fund, Londen 1978.
In aansluiting op vorige mededelingen betreffende 

literatuur over Steve Biko, noemen we nog het 
boekje van Hilda Bernstein. Na een kort over- 
zichtje over het leven van Steve Biko en het 
werk van de Black Consiousness bewegingen bestaat 
het boekje (150 pagina's) hoofdzakelijk uit een 
gedetailleerd onderzoek naar de doodsoorzaken.
Naast het al bekende gedrag van de politie komt 
daarin ook duidelijk de beschamende onverschillig- 
heid van de'begeleidende'medici naar voren.
"Steve Biko" van H ilda Bernstein is voor de prijs 
van fl. 6,70 incl. porti (fl. 5,- ecxl.) bij de 

Werkgroep Kairos te bestellen.



B ik o , by  D onald W oods. L ondon, Paddington Pxb* 1978. 288pp. index. 
£ 5 9 5 .
N o . 46— S te v e  B iko, by  H ilda Bernstein. Interna tiami D efence and A id Fund , 
1978. 150pp. £1-50.
T h e  K il lin g  o f  th e  I m a m ,  by  Barney Desai and lard ifF  M am ey. Quartet 
Books, 1978. xi +  146pp. appen.-f-index. £1-95.

A ll these books are the  w ork o f  exiles from South Afica. I n  th at country they 
could not have been pub lished , and  i t  would have benzdangerous even to write 
them .

Excerpts from  D avid W oods’s book have told us ahasiy o f  his friendship with 
Steve Biko, h is harassm ent by  the  South African Poliafor this and  o ther reasons 
and his eventual escape over the  border. T h e  M inisJEof Police, J . T .  K ruger, 
said w hen discussing Biko’s death , ‘ I t  leaves m e cold^it seems th a t the  phrase
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m eans som ething slightly less shocking in  Afrikaans). W oods calls him  ‘ the 
greatest m an I  ever had the  privilege to  know H e was only th irty  w hen he died. 
T h e  book is w ritten , its au thor says, ‘in  g rief and an g er’, bu t it is by  no  m eans 
confined to  personal rem iniscence. I t  sets the  Black Consciousness m ovem ent to 
its place in  the history o f A frican pro test, and  quotes Biko at length, em phasizing 
the  insistence on  self-reliance which led him , w ithout any feeling o f racial hatred, 
to  reject the  support o f W hite liberals; em phasizing too, his rejection o f violence. 
I t  ends w ith a call for the international ostracism  of South Africa until its govern
m ent will 'm ee t in  honest negotiation w ith the chosen leaders o f  the  m ajority 
o f its citizens’.

A large p a rt o f the book is given to  the  story o f an inquest conducted in  a  m anner 
th a t w ould seem  incredible were it no t that South  Africa can show plenty  o f  o ther 
examples. T h is  is the  them e, also, o f H ilda Bernstein’s book. I t  is called 
N o. 46  -  Steve B iko  because he was th e  46th person to die in  police detention. 
W here W oods unfolded the  story as it proceeded from  day to day, she gives 
extracts show ing the m ain poin ts m ade by the various interests represented, and 
th u s  makes the  issues clearer for the  reader. An appendix gives the report o f 
S ir D avid N apley, o f the  B ritish Law  Society, who was invited by the Association 
o f Law Societies o f South  Africa to a tten d  the  inquest as an observer.

A bdulla H aron  was one o f  Biko’s 45 predecessors. A ‘Cape C oloured’, he 
was Im am  o f  the  muslim s in  C larem ont, a suburb o f Cape T ow n from  which 
Coloured people were rem oved u n d e r the G roup Areas Act. A fter C hristian 
Action was banned from  operating its Defence and Aid F u n d  in South  Africa, 
he undertook to  carry on its w ork in  secret. H e was also involved in  a p lan  to  send 
young m en  abroad for guerrilla training. T h is  biography too is largely devoted 
to  prison  experiences, and it gives som e details o f torture. A t first one feels 
some doubts about the  description o f scenes th at the  authors could not have 
w itnessed; th en  one rem em bers th a t not all detainees die, and some are  even 
released. T h e re  are parallels available to draw  on.

T h e  inquest verdict on  H aron  was th a t h e  d ied from  a fall downstairs. T h a t  on 
Biko was th a t h e  died from  a blow on  th e  head during  a scuffle w ith the  police, 
b u t th a t there  was noth ing  to  prove ‘th a t  death  was brought about by  an  act or 
om ission involving an offence by  any p e rso n ’.

London L u c y  M a i r

LIST OF BOOKS REVIEWED
The Communist Challenge to A frica : an analysis o f  contemporary Soviet, Chinese 
and Cuban policies, by Ian  G rieg  (C hristopher Stevens, p. 572); S ir  A lfred  Jones: 
skipping entrepreneur par excellence,  by  P . N . Davies (Andrew P orter, p . 572); 
Regional Planning and National Development in Tropical A frica , edited by Akin L . 
M abongunje and  Adetaye F an iran , and  Perceptions o f  Development, ed ited  by 
Sandra W allm an (both  by L ucy  M air, p . 573); Educational A id  and National 
Development: an international Comparison o f  the past and recommendations fo r  the 
fu ture ,  b y  N ancy Parkinson, and  M other Tongue Education: the W est African  
experience, ed ited  by Ayo Bam gbose (bo th  by K . R. C ripwell, p . 574); The Indus
trialization o f  Egypt 1939-1973: policy and performance, by  R obert M abro  and 
Sam ir Radw an (J. A. Allan, p . 575); Island o f the B lest: Islam in a Libyan oasis 
community,  by  J. P. M ason (B. G . M artin , p . 576); Colonial West A frica: collected 
essays,  by  M ichael Crow der (D . H . Jones, p . 577); The Africanization o f  the Labor 
M arket: educational and occupational segmentation in the Camerouns,  by  Rem i





Condividere e un gesto 
che ha una portata 
che si estende 
a tutta la famiglia umana.
Una ridistribuzione delle ricchezze 
non richiede soltanto 
che i paesi industrializzati 
diano del loro superfluo.
Bisogna cambiare ad ogni costo 
le strutture che sostengono 
I’ingiustizia internazionale.
II punto di riferimento 
e il bisogno reale 
di tutti gli uomini, 
fino all’ultimo degli ultimi, 
e nient’affatto 
la soddisfazione dei bisogni 
dell’uomo occidentalizzato.

(Roger Schutz)



UN UOMO Dl PACE

di ESTHER PEPI

Pretoria, prigioni di Stato, 12 settem bre 1977: 
un uomo nudo giace rantolando sul pavim ento di 
una cella. Si cerca un dottore, m a e orm ai tardi. A1 
suo arrivo, il medico si lim itera a constatare l ’aw e- 
nuto decesso del detenuto.

Cosi un anno fa, m oriva Steve Biko. Un altro  
nome che si aggiunge alia lunga lista delle scom- 
parse « m isteriose » di prigionieri politici avvenute 
nei m eandri delle carceri sudafricane. V ittim e piu
o meno note di una lo tta contro l’assurdo della di- 
scriminazione applicata in base al colore della pelle.

« Non siamo perseguitati come individui » aveva 
afferm ato Biko alcuni mesi prim a del suo arresto, 
« siamo perseguitati perche siamo neri ».

Un anno fa, ii 12 settembre, in una prigio- 
ne di Pretoria (Sudafrica), moriva Steve 
Biko. « II pericolo numero uno del paese », 
per i suoi nemici; un uomo di pace, un 
convinto cristiano, un fautore della non 
violenza, un sostenitore della riconcilia- 
zione razziale per chi lo conobbe. « Ave- 
vo avvertito James Kruger, il ministro 
della difesa sudafricano —  ha detto un 
amico —  che Steve era I’ultima speranza 
di una pace razziale in Sudafrica: ora 
questa speranza non esiste piu ».
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All’indom ani della m orte del leader nero, Do
nald Woods, giornalista del Daily Dispatch, dichia- 
rava commosso: « Avevo avvisato Jam es Kruger, il 
m inistro  della difesa, che Steve Biko era l’ultim a 
speranza di una pace razziale in Sudafrica: ora que- 
sta speranza non esiste piii ».

Subito dopo, anche Woods pagava per le sue 
dichiarazioni e atteggiam enti troppo « liberali »: ve- 
niva infatti allontanato  dalla direzione del suo gior- 
nale e iscritto  nelle « liste nere » dei servizi di si- 
curezza sudafricani.

La notizia della m orte di Biko riusciva a sca- 
tenare u n ’ondata di indignazione in ogni p arte  del 
mondo. Di fronte a questa reazione unanim e, e 
spontaneo chiedersi chi sia stato  realm ente Biko, 
per a ttira re  su di se l'attenzione dell’opinione pub- 
blica internazionale, quella stessa che si era limi- 
ta ta  a lanciare appena uno sguardo tra  le quinte 
in occasione delle precedenti quarantacinque scom- 
parse in carcere di detenuti politici sudafricani dal 
1963 fino ad oggi. E ra in verita un semplice sov- 
versivo (« il pericolo num ero uno del paese », come 
ha sostenuto il m inistro  K ruger), o un sostenitore 
della pace e della riconciliazione razziale, come af- 
ferm ano coloro che, bianchi o neri, hanno avuto 
occasione di trovarsi a contatto  con lui?

Vita in attivo

Stephen Biko nasce nel 1946 a King W illiam’s 
Town, una cittadina della provincia del Capo. In- 
telligente e brillante negli studi, si iscrive alia facol- 
ta  di medicina dell’universita di Natal. Partecipa 
subito alle attiv ita dell’Unione Nazionale degli Stu- 
denti Sudafricani (NUSAS): u n ’organizzazione che 
riuniva giovani di ogni razza, in lo tta per un Suda
frica libero dall’apartheid.

Ma la sensazione che gli studenti bianchi, piu 
num erosi dei neri nelle universita, influenzassero in 
modo troppo preponderante le decisioni del movi- 
mento, induce Steve ad uscire dal NUSAS e a fon- 
dare, nel 1968, l’Organizzazione degli S tudenti Su
dafricani (SASO), form ata unicam ente da giovani di 
colore.

« Ci accusano di essere contro i bianchi — ave- 
va dichiarato Biko parlando del suo movimento — 
ma noi abbiam o solam ente bisogno di tem po per 
esam inare i nostri problem i, e non lasciarli risolve- 
re da chi non conosce la terribile esperienza di vi- 
vere nelle riserve p er gente di colore ».

Scocca cosi la scintilla della « Black Conscious
ness », la « coscienza nera ».

Si tra tta  di un vero e proprio capovolgimento 
di valori: la presa di coscienza di essere un nero 
diventa, secondo le stesse parole di Biko, la forza 
irresistibile che spinge a « com battere contro tu tti 
quelli che cercano di usare il nostro colore della 
pelle come un m archio che ci condanna ad essere 
considerati uom ini di seconda categoria ».

La pericolosita di un ideale che unisca la popo- 
lazione nera sudafricana non passa inosservato agli 
occhi della polizia. Biko viene espulso dall’Univer- 
sita per a ttiv ita  sovversive, e gli appartenenti alia 
SASO e al BPC (Convenzione del Popolo Nero, il 
m ovimento fondato per sostenere politicam ente gli 
ideali della coscienza nera) vengono messi al bando.

Biko diventa cosx un « banned m an », un pro- 
scritto. E ci sono u n ’infinita di cose che un proscrit- 
to per motivi politici non puo fare: e costretto  al 
domicilio coatto, non puo viaggiare, non puo par- 
tecipare a raduni, non puo com unicare con altri

Steve Biko

proscritti, puo ricevere la visita di una sola per
sona alia volta, e la polizia non m anca di andarlo a 
trovare di frequente.

Biko pero non si scoraggia. Nel 1975 infatti fon- 
da lo Zimele Trust Fund, per aiu tare le famiglie dei 
prigionieri politici, e il Ginsberg Educational Trust, 
che assiste gli studenti neri.

Gli arresti tra  i giovani m ilitanti si fanno piu 
serrati. Steve Biko viene piu volte im prigionato.

Nel 1976 il congresso della Convenzione del Po
polo Nero lo elegge presidente « ad honorem  » del- 
l’organizzazione. La sua fama aum enta: i suoi a r
resti non fanno che m oltiplicarla.

Fino al 18 agosto 1977: e l’ultim o atto. Biko 
viene ca ttu ra to  e trasferito  nelle carceri di Port Eli
sabeth.

La Coscienza nera

Q uattro milioni e mezzo di bianchi, 18 milioni 
di neri, oltre 2 milioni di coloured  (m eticci) e 850.000 
asiatici, per lo piu indiani. Questa la popolazione 
del Sudafrica oggi. E tre quarti di questa popolazio
ne non ha diritto  di voto, non puo liberam ente sce- 
gliere la propria residenza, non puo contrarre  ma- 
trim onio con bianchi.

A tu tte  queste vittim e dell’apartheid  era rivol- 
ta l’instancabile predicazione di Steve Biko. Men- 
tre  alcuni leader del tipo del nazionalista nero A. M. 
Lembede (le cui idee furono riprese nel 1958 dal 
Congresso Panafricanista), rigettavano la coopera-
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