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Ma y  I first of all c o n v e y  thanks to you for the s u p p o r t  you ha v e  given 
us around M a y  15, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  CO Day, to those who p a r t i c i p a t e d  in 
the c y cle tour, to t hose who e n g a g e d  in a c t i o n s  of s o l i d a r i t y  inside 
Germany, and to those i n d i v i d u a l s  and o r g a n i s a t i o n s  who s p o n s o r e d  an 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  in our press. E v e r y  small and 
big action c o n t r i b u t e s  in some w a y  to the a d v a n c e  of our struggle. 
Thank you!

I have been a s k e d  to w r i t e  about w h y  the war r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t  in 
South A f r i c a  has d e c i d e d  to e m b a r k  on an A l t e r n a t i v e  N a t i o n a l  S e r vice 
(ANS) Campaign. The r e a s o n s  are q u ite simple, and t h e r e  are two main 
o n e s .

First, apart from any s t r a t e g i c  or p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  we are 
de a ling here w i t h  an issue of h u m a n  rights. We ha v e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  
objectors at the m o m e n t  loc k e d  up in p r i s o n  for b e t w e e n  18 m o n t h s  and 
iix years. O t h e r s  are l i v i n g  in a s h a d o w y  u n d e r g r o u n d ,  h a v i n g  to 

‘̂̂ n t i n u a l l y  m o v e  a d d r e s s  a n d  be  on t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
police. O t h e r s  ha v e  gone into exile, n e v e r  a gain able to return to 
the l a n d  of t h e i r  b i r t h .  W e  n e e d  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  s k i l l s  a n d  
c o n s c i e n c e s ,  to p r e p a r e  for a n d  b u i l d  o u r  p o s t - a p a r t h e i d  s o c i e t y .  
This s i t u a t i o n  is i n t o l e r a b l e  for t h e  o b j e c t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  
families and friends, and the c o m munity. If the type of a l t e r n a t i v e  
s e r v i c e  w h i c h  we are d e m a n d i n g  can be i n troduced, t h ese p e o p l e  could 
live fr e e l y  w i t h  t h eir f a m i l i e s  and f r i e n d s  and c o n t r i b u t e  towards the 
b e t t e r m e n t  of our society. This w o u l d  a l l e v i a t e  a lot of s u f f e r i n g  
ma n y  p e o p l e  are c u r r e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g .  It w o u l d  be a v i c t o r y  for 
h u man rights. This a l o n e  is go o d  e n o u g h  r e a s o n  to e m b a r k  on the ANS 
C a m p a i g n .

The s e c o n d  m a i n  r e a s o n  for this c a m p a i g n  is a m a i n l y  p o l i t i c a l  and 
s t r a t e g i c  one. A c a m p a i g n  to b r i n g  a bout so c i a l  c h a n g e  must be ge a r e d  
to the c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and c o n t e x t  of the ta r g e t  g r o u p  at w h i c h  it is 
aimed. It must be able to m a k e  an a u t h e n t i c  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  the minds 
and e m o t i o n s  of the p e o p l e  it is w a n t i n g  to i n f l u e n c e  and change. In

•
other w o rds its m e s s a g e  must be s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  w h i c h  its c o n s t i t u e n c y  

n identify.

O u r  c o n s t i t u e n c y  is t h e  w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h i c h  is e s s e n t i a l l y  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  in its s o c i a l i s a t i o n  and is e x p o s e d  to r e l e n t l e s s  state 
propoganda. Our e x p e r i e n c e  in the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  (ECC) 
sh o w e d  us that our c o n s t i t u e n c y  did not e a s i l y  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  our call 
to "end c o n s c r i p t i o n " .  We f o u n d  a great deal m o r e  success, s u p port 
an d  s y m p a t h y  in o u r  c a l l  for the r i g h t  o f  c o n s c r i p t s  to p e r f o r m  
a l t e r n a t i v e  service. We f o u n d  that we c o u l d  dr a w  a lot m o r e  pe o p l e  
and s e c tors in our c o n s t i t u e n c y  w i t h  this less radi c a l  call. At the 
time of E C C ’s b a n n i n g  in A u g u s t  last ye a r  we w e r e  in the m i d d l e  of a 
m a j o r  A N S  c a m p a i g n .  O u r  m e s s a g e  w a s  p r o b a b l y  at i t s  m o s t
‘conse r v a t i v e *  ever, and we w e r e  e n j o y i n g  our mo s t  s u p p o r t  ever. This 
was mo r e  t h r e a t e n i n g  to the s t a t e  than our earlier, less p o p u l a r  ‘end 
c o n s c r i p t i o n’ call, and the s t a t e  b a n n e d  us! Our e x p e r i e n c e  on the 
gr o u n d  has t h e r e f o r e  p r o v e d  to us the c o r r e c t n e s s  of this s t r a t e g y  in 
the p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t e x t  in w h i c h  we h a v e  to work.

Our d e m a n d  is for n o n - p u n i t i v e , n o n - m i l i t a r y  n a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e ,  of



equal d u r a t i o n  to m i l i t a r y  service. It s h o u l d  be a v a i l a b l e  as a right 
to all c o n s c r i p t s  who for moral, p o l i t i c a l  or r e l i g i o u s  reas o n s  do not 
want to do m i l i t a r y  service. It s h o u l d  be done in n o n - g o v e r n m e n t  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  such as welfare, d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c h u r c h  and human rights 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .

W h e t h e r  we s u c c e e d  in our d e m a n d  or not, we win e i t h e r  way! If our 
d e m a n d  is met, t h e n  we  h a v e  w o n  a s i g n i f i c a n t  h u m a n  r i g h t .  In 
addition, we will l e g a l l y  be able to c h a l l e n g e  e v e r y  s i n g l e  c o n s c r i p t  
as to why he is e n t e r i n g  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  F o rce (SADF) and 
why he is not d o i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  service. If our d e m a n d  is not met, 
then the g o v e r n m e n t  has given us an o n g o i n g  issue a r o u n d  w h i c h  to 
c o n s c i e n t i s e  and m o b i l i s e  our c o n s t i t u e n c y  a g a i n s t  a p a rtheid.

H o w e v e r  once, or if, our d e m a n d  is met, then we need to be a w are of 
the dang e r s  of c o - o p t i o n  into the s t a t e’s m i l i t a r i s t i c  strategy. It 
is at this p o int that we can learn a lot from y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e s .  At 
ij^it point we w o u l d  v a l u e  g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  y o u  for a serious 
^ c u s s i o n  about these dangers, and s t r a t e g i e s  to o v e r c o m e  them. But 
we are not there yet! Until then, s t r e n g t h  to you in yo u r  struggles!

Rob G o l d m a n  
16 M a y  1989
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