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M E M O R A N D U M

(Submitted to his Worhip the Mayor of Brakpan) 

by the African Women in Be: Issue of Permits 

to African Women of Brakpan.

We the African Women of brakpan desire to bring to Your Worship 

our dfep grievance* It is now almost 2 months since a start 

has been made in Brakpan td> issue permits to African Women.

We therefore felt that9 it wes meet and proper under the 

circumstances to make representations to your Worship as 'he 

first Citizen of the town upon whom the whole responsibility 

of good relationship between the different sections of the 

population lie. In thi3 connection, it is our sincere desire 

to do everything in our power to mantain the good relationship 

and to assist in every way possible. We feel also that it is 

our duty to bring to the notice of the chief citizen of our 

town any matter which is likely to disturb the peace and good- 

willof all the citizens of Brakpan.

The is-ue of permits to African Women, is creating great 

ill feeling to the African Women for the following re sonsi-

1 . The permits are undesirable.

2. The permits being issued are passes, as we know these passes 

are enemy no one of the African people.

3. The raid^by Police Officers for permits and passes conducted 

even during the middle of the night are most humiliating.

h. The passes subject the African Komen to most humiliating and 

undignified circumstances.

5* Family life which we women, have great regard is being broken.

6. All of us will be faced with jail at any time and sent out to

the farms as it is the case with men. We shall be removed from 

our place of employment.

7* We shall not be permitted to seek employment where we want, 

but shall be forced to take any employment to comply with

the/-
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the demand of the permit,

8. We shall be forced to abondon our children and husbands to meet the 

demand inflicted upon us by permits and passes.

9. Passes create crimnals. As a result of these permits and passes

more young girls will be arrested and introduced to the hardened crimnals 

ana these young girls will in turn become crimnals to the disgrsce of our 

population.

10. (^iols will be filled up with innocent people^ thousands of women will 

be rendered homeless and shall be forced to become wdtnderers.

11. To provide room for the crimnals created by the pass system more Jails 

shall be built ond more money spent on useless and unpleasant 

institutions. Money which Is greatly needed to build Schools and 

other institutions dedicated to the improvement of tho well being

of our people.

12. All over the country, the African women are up in arms against 

these passes.

We,therefore, plead with your Worship, in the light of the bbove 

reasons to do everything possible to save Brakpan from racial 

antagonism and upheavals which will bring chaos to our town.

Trusting that our plea will meet ypur favourable consideration.

Yours faithfully,

CHAIRLADY 

SECRETARY

WOMEN OF BRAKPAN LO^a^O M .
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