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| SOLVING THE PIMVILLE
PROBLEM

LOCATION WHOSE NATIVES WILL
NOT MOVE

CONTRAST WITH

ORLANDO, THE

MODEL TOWNSHIP

A scheme to convert Pimville from a slum-like native location

Into a native township more

nearly approaching the

Orlando

ideal has been submitted to the Johannesburg City Council by the

manager of the Native Affairs

Department, Mr. G. Ballenden.

The proposal is to acquire additional land adjoining the loca-
tion for extension and improvement, thus overcoming the reluctance
of the natives to move from Pimville.

In this way a solution may

be found of a problem which is

nearly a quarter of a century old.

ORIGIN

While severe criticism is often
directed against the Johannesburg
mCity Council because of the conditions
that prevail at Pimville Location in
contrast to the more modern design
and planning of Orlando Township,
it must not be forgotten that Pimville
was the first attempt by the Council
to establish a location for the urban

native.

Its establishment arose as a result
of the outbreak of pneumonie plague
in Johannesburg In 1904, when a large
number of natives were living in
hovels and shacks in an old brickyard
in Newtown, From there the natives
were taken out to Pimville and placed
In temporary shelters.

Pimville was then laid out as a
native village, and the residents were
given the opportunity of renting
stands and erecting their own houses.
In those days no particular attention
was paid by the althorities to the
way the natives built their houses or
how they themselves developed. As
long as they put up some sort of a
residence the proposed structures
were passed,

tigUi L I

IN PLAGUE OUTBREAK

The properties were allowed to rise
up in disarray, and formed a jumble
of unsightly dwellings, which, de-
veloping on undesirable lines, finally
resolved themselves into the unat-
tractive Pimville of to-day. It is
generally conceded that the location
is far from satisfactory, and this view
is shared without any reservations
by the municipality itself. vV m

Pimville has proved to be a striking
lexample of what would happen in
other areas if the native were allowed
Ito proceed along his own lines with-
'out the imposition of strict rules and
'(requlations governing the erection of
{he buildings in which he lives*—

REFUSED TO MOVE

Some years ago the department of
native affairs reported on the loca-
tion’s condition, and one of the sug-
gestions put forward was that it
should be razed to the ground and
the inhabitants transferred elsewhere
to a new township to be laid out. on
modern lines and where, being
compensated for the ‘instruction of
their existing ghs-cks and huts, they
would be <tiiabled to rehabilitate
themftpJdr.es in more hygienic and satis-
factory surroundings.

Location whose Native will
not move.

Contrast with Orlando,

Mod

The

el Township.

Unexpected opposition from the
natives themselves, however, greeted
that proposal, and they strongly
objected to such a procedure. Their
antagonism to the projected solution
was fear of the unknown, anxiety
that they might lose something in the
exchange, and their attachment to
the dilapidated habitations with which
for many years they had associated
all that for them spelt home.

The opposition to transference was
based primarily on sentimental
grounds and as such proved to be
Insusceptible to reason.

Even the argument of the presence
of an unpleasant-smelling sewage
farm in close proximity to the location
failed to prove persuasive and they

persisted In the desire to be left un-
disturbed.

A new scheme has now been sub-
mitted to the Council by Mr. G.

Ballenden, manager of the non-Euro-
pean and native affairs department,
that additional, land adjoining the
location be acquired and laid out on
more modern lines, with larger stands
and better amenities to meet the re-
quirements of the Pimville natives
The natives favour the proposal h
principle.

The change, It is felt by the authoil-
ties, should be effected gradually 'n
view of the large native population,
which numbers some 18,000. The
policy of the municipality is guide!
by the wish not to upset the native.)
unduly, but progressively to improvu
their conditions.

The sewage farm will be altered
appreciably in order to make it less
objectionable, although the fumes are

inot detrimental to health.

The City Council, it was authorita-
tively stated, is by no means happy
about the present condition of Pim-,
ville and the lot of the natives there,
but it is fully alive to the state of
affairs prevailing and realises that
the necessary changes can only be
brought about gradually and through
consultation with the natives them-
selves. An assurance that this would
be done was unequivocally given.

ORLANDO EXAMPLE

The example of Orlando Township |
was cited as proof of the City Coun-
cil’s resolve to establish for the
natives under its jurisdiction living
conditions compatible with the best
interests of the natives’ own health,
happiness and welfare.

Orlando is universally acknow-
ledged to be the finest native town-
ship in the Union, and here the Council
has undertaken with marked success
to give the native the best possible
regardless of cost. Six short years
ago Orlando was but a patch of bare
veld; to-day it is the seventh largest
town in the country, with a popula-
tion of 35000 natives. It covers an
area of 3,000 acres, compared with

the 200 acres on which Pimville
stands. When completed, Orlando j
Township will have cost £2,000,000.

and already it is equipped with elec-
trical street lighting, shops, churches,
schools, public halls and addition!”®
communal amenities.
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MODEL HOMES
FOR 8,000

CITY COUNCIL'S
NEW SCHEME

SLUM CLEARANCE

Model homes with pretty gardens
lor 8.000 people at present living In
the dingier back areas of the city in
rooms round dirty yards will be built
at a total cost of £1,400.000 if recom-
mendations in a report of the
Dr. Milne, are accepted by the Johan-
nesburg City Council. f

The report follows a new develop-
ment in the negotiations between the
Government and the Johannesburg
City Council for the exchange of big
areas in and near the centre of the
city to Improve the lay-out of the city,
provide new traffic outlets and help
solve the traffic and parking problem.
The Government, it is understood,
wanted ground owned by the Council
at Klipriviersberg to house railway
artisans who would be employed at
the new goods and marshalling yards
on the site of the former black spot.
Prospect Township.

KLIPRIVIERSBERG

In the circumstances the Council
considered abandoning its scheme to
use the ground for European housing
schemes and to use a sum of about .
£1,250,000 for a European housing J
scheme at Albertsville and non-
European housing schemes at Clare-
mont and Coronation township.

It is now understood on reliable
authority that the Government will
most likely abandon its request for
the ground at Klipriviersberg. In that
case the M.O.H. has recommended
that the Council should spend a hous-
ing loan of about £1,400,000 on putting
up 2,000 model fiomes in a sub-
economic scheme at KKpriviersherg to
house about 8,000 people now living In
what are regarded as slum areas.

Dr. Milne states that in view of the
new development there is no reason
why the Council should not start put-
ting up houses at Klipriviersberg and
every reason why it should, to pro-
vide accommodation for families dis-
placed by action taken or about to be
taken in condemning slum properties
In the city’s back areas.

LAST YEAR’S SURVEY

Dr. Milne reports that a survey
taken last year shows there are 6,735
European -families living in slum
properties in Johannesburg, 5,497
native families, 2,747 coloured families
and 874 Asiatic families. This makes
a total of 15853 families or about
60,000 people out of a total population
of 516,000. This means that one per-
son in eight in Johannesburg lives in
a slum.

The Council has already taken
action in condemning 615 insanitary
properties, occupied by a total of 488
European families, 731 coloured, 114
Asiatic and 1,939 native families, and
will continue in its big drive to clear
the city of insanitary and slum dwel-
lings and providing its less fortunate
citizens with model homes, in flats and
cottages at rentals well within the
pocket of even the poorer families.

Dr. Milne recommends that the
Council should immediately authorise
the calling of tenders for 1,000 houses
to be put up at Klipriviersberg as soon
as possible, the other 1,000 to be put
up as the campaign to clear the slums
makes them necessary.

This scheme will be considered by
th« Public Health Comm'ttee at a
meeting on Tuesday.

4th February,
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lor this- the Council will acquire

almost 15 acres of valuable ground,

which can be la'd out into blocks

of stands. It is *.oped that the sale j

of the stands will reimburse the

Council but, apart, from that, Johan-,

nesburg will have secured two addi-

tional roads across the railway,
providing essential relief to the con-
gestion in Harrison Street.

“It is understood to be the
Administration’s intention,” says Dr.
Hamlin, “to abolish some of the
sidings west of the ground which the
Council is acquiring, and to convert
the ground so released into commercial
blocks of stands, so it is probable that
additional means of access will be
available at a later date. The im-
provements to be eSected will mean
the eventual removal of the coal sid-
ings and the abattoir and livestock
market, but no new site has as yet
been decided upon.”

FIVE NEW TOWNSHIPS

Five new townships established
during the vyear, Crosby. Cyrildene,
Melrose North, Stafford, and Fairmont,
brought the total number of town-
ships to 144, and added 23.84 miles of
roadway, making the total length of
roadway in the municipal area 887,781
miles.

Dr. Hamlin points out that due
largely to the absorption of the clean-
sing department, the number of
natives controlled by the department
has greatly increased, and in conse-
quence the problem of housing them
within reasonable walking distance of
their work is becoming increasingly
difficult. A suitable site to serve the
north-western area has been
acquired on the farm Waterval No. 10,
where it is anticipated it will be neces-
sary to make provision, in the first
instance, for housing about 3,000
natives and stabling 400 animals as
well as for workshops, stores, and
depot offices.

“HOPELESSLY INADEQUATE”

“There remains the necessity,” adds
the report, “for establishing a similar
organisation to serve the north-eastern
districts, where the existing accommo-1
dation is hopelessly inadequate. More-

City Engineerks Report.

was issued on Saturday. Excellent
ing many good photographs, as well

v of A]f i,V i

CITY
WING

lilable yearly for road ¢gn-
n from £65,000 in
first introduced, to
tny points of infor-
mentioned by the
annual report,
nded June 30 last,
anged and contain-
seful graphs, it gives

fee y

a comprehensive review of the rapidwW developing
of the City Engineer’s Department.

Commenting on the growth of the
department’s staff. Dr. Hamlin says
that the shortage of technical officials
throughout the country is still proving
a severe handicap, and great difficulty
is being experienced in obtaining suit-
able qualified men for engineering,
architectural and surveying work.

Notwithstanding improved condi-
tions offered by the City Council, it
has been increasingly difficult to
attract and, retain men “of the right
calibre,” and it has been necessary
to send out departmental work to
land and quantity surveyors in pri-
vate practice, ai Increased cost to
the Council® The Council has agreed
to temporary increases in the
salaries of many of the senior tech-
nical officials, and it is hoped in
this way to arrest the growing ten-
dency for such men to be attracted
away from the Council’s service.

At the date of the report there were
2,265 Europeans employed by the de-
partment, compared with 628 in 1927
and 1,895 in 1935. The increase in the
native staff is even more remarkable.
There were 1,656 in 1927, 5399 in 1935,
and last year 9,624. The total of the
department’s employees is now 11,889.

The Council has decided to establish
a separate section of the department
to co-ordinate all town-planning work
under a town-planning officer.

Among the major schemes dealt
with during the year were the removal
of a part of Kazerne, housing schemes
at Bertrams, Jan Hofmeyr, Glenesk,
Klipriviersberg Estate, and Coronation,
the re-layout of the north-western
suburbs, lowering of the railway line
and elimination of level crossings, and
the demolition of Prospect Township.

PROSPECT TOVVNSHIP PLAN
Prospect Township was expropria-
ted by the Council under the Slums

Act, and has been handed over to

the Railway Administration, from

whom the Council is acquiring the
eastern portion of Kazerne, the total
cost of the arrangement to the

Council being A-47.000. Tn return

over, It is in these aijeas /hat the
greatest objection is being raised to
the continuance jdf the two small com-
pounds, Norwood and Bezuidenhout
Valley, and they will have to be
abolished in the near future. Unless
some adequate provision is made for
the housing of the large number of
natives required for worK in this area
the Council will very soon be faced,
with the necessity of transporting all
the men concerned, which would be
most inconvenient and uneconomic.”
First-aid training, says Dr. Hamlin,
is being enthusiastically taken up by
many of the natives, the Council hav-
ing decided to bear the cost of the
necessary class fees and equipment,
and to grant small increases in wages
to those men who pass the examina-

tion.
BIG WATER SUPPLY

During the year reviewed by
Dr. Hamlin, Johannesburg bought
4,979,526,500 gallons of water from
the Rand Water Board, and sold
4,550,144,900 gallons. The daily con-
sumption varied between 19,317,000 and
9,765,000 gallons, and the daily average
was 13,652,000 gallons. The reticu-
lation system comprises more than
718 miles of mains and serves 55,006
consumers, but although a record
quantity was bought and sold, there
was a reduction of 1,075 in new lead-
ings as compared with the previous
year.

27th jgebruary 19M
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will be asked at Its meeting to-
night to apply for a loan ofjj
£401,000 to finance a new coloured]
township adjoining Orlando. Thiy
is a clear indication of what the
Council is doing in its determined
campaign to rid the city of slums;
it is also a reminder that the hous-
ing needs of the native and coloured
communities are still very far from
being fulfilled.

In recent years, Johannesburg
has invested vast sums of money to
meet those needs. For the housing
of 83,775 natives alone it has pro-
vided something over £3,000,000,
and its township at Orlando is
recognised throughout South Africa
as a model of its kind. Yet even
this generous expenditure has not
kept pace with the phenomenal
growth of the native and coloured
populations. Between 1921 and
1936 the non-European population
of the Rand actually doubled itself,
and in Johannesburg, according to
the census takeif'in the latter year,
there were more non-Europeans
than Europeans. This position, of
course, is paralleled in the urban
areas of the Union generally, and
between the years 1921 and 1936,
the number of non-Europeans liv-
ing in the towns rose from 888,287
to 1,702,145

There are many people to-day
who deprecate this tendency, and
many efforts have been made to
bring about a reduction in the
number of urban natives. But it is
doubtful whether the tendency can
now be reversed. The natives and
coloured people who live in the
towns to-day have come in response
to the white man’s needs. They
have come to stay, and, a vital part
of the new industrial order, they
have an unanswerable claim upon
the community they serve; the
European, in his own interests if
from no higher motives, cannot
afford to forget them.

Yet, according to the City
Engineer of Johannesburg, accom-
modation for native employees of
the Council in the north-eastern
districts Is still “hopelessly inade-
qguate ”; while the Medical Officer
of Health, in a recent report, stated
that there were 5497 native
families, 2,747 coloured families and
874 Asiatic families living in city
slums. These are disturbing
figures; they are a challenge to the
civic conscience of Johannesburg.

28th February,

1939.
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new slums

DANGER

ASIATIC HOUSING
IN CITY

LOCAL OPTION”
OPPOSED

A deputation of five city coun-
cillors will leave Johannesburg for
Cape Town to-morrow to interview
the Minister of the Interior, Mr. R.
IStuttaford, and the Minister of Natiye
Affairs, Mr. H. A. Fagan, on special
problems concerning Asiatic and
coloured occupation in Johannesburg,
in the light of the recent local
option " segregation proposals.

They will represent that the prm
ciple of “local option" n
apply in Johannesburg and that all

coloured and Asiatic h0“s"*F the .

Johannesburg should he inder
strict control of the Johannes urg
City Council, in the interests of pu»Uc
health and o avoid the growth of
new slums in the city.

The deputation will consist of
T P. Gray, M.P.C., chairman of tne
General Purposes Committee of th
Johannesburg City  Council,
Lionel Leveson, chairman of the
Public Health Committee
Immink, chairman of the
Affairs Committee, Mr. C. Bec*e '
chairman of he Town Planning Com
mittee, and Mr. S. T. du Toit, fl
cillor of the western areas, chiefly
affected by the proposals.

Outlining the purpose of the depuw
tion, Mr Leveson said that if
Government were to adopt as law the
principle that the mhabitants of anv
area might by a specified mainly
decide whether Asiatic and colouiefl
occupation should be allowed m their
area the future of the north-western
suburbs as a European residential area
would be doomed. .

By pressure of numbers it would be
generally opened to Asiatic and c
oured occupation, even Wwheie
suburbs to-day were "white.

| ALEXANDRA TOWNSHIP

N ative
Nal

It would also become impossible to
move the non-European population
from Alexandra Township, even on the
policy of compensating them with pro-

AAMurthM~important,aspect was that
ot rousing Experience showed that
manv areas in the city where colour”
land Asiatic occupation exsted had
Vapidly deteriorated into slums. |
present circumstances it was “entwi
that coloured and Asiatic townships
should not oe uncontrolled. Such houir
mg should be under the strict control
of the Johannesburg municipality to
ensure proper homes and hygienic
conditions toi the inhabitants.

"We hope to impress on the Mmisteis
Ithe importance of taking these aspects
into serious consideration before intro-
ducing legislation on the lines sug-
nested.” i ! .

The deputation will also discuss the
Feetham Report on Asiatic Lana
Tenure and its implications.

““nnv OF MARRIAGE

- Asiaticyfious :ng

[N

in City"

March 10th.t 1939.
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A Coloured Township

Situated At Orlando. March

Native Training Farm Planned for Orlando.

~ AL. SATURDAY, MA

A COLOURED
TOWNSHIP

SITUATED AT
ORLANDO

PLAN PASSED
BY COUNCIL

CRITICISM OF
SCHEME

Speaking at the special meeting of
the Johannesburg City Council yester-
day to a recommendation to buy 63
acres in Booysens Estate- for £32,000

to put up a native hostel and brewery
in the south-central suburbs, Mr. E.
Boylan, M.P.C., said he hoped the
Council would issue instructions that
the buildings should not be too near
the main road to the southern suburbs
and in harmony with the surroundings.
The item was passed.
Mr. J. J. O'Connor proposed the
adjournment of the Council to draw
attention to the “wasteful work of
native gangs on footpaths.” In Malvern
a gang had been weeding and cleaning
a footpath for about 100 yards for
imore/'than a day and had done only
half so far. They picked a few bunches
yi of khaki weed and then squatted down
I'M talk with one another or to passing
native women. If white labourers were
jmployed they would work faster and
setter and so be far more economical.
“l mast protest against the scandal-
ous waste of ratepayers’ money by
present methods,” he said.
Mr. O'Connor withdrew his motion
for adjournment.

COLOURED TOWNSHIP

Speaking to the recommendation for
a sub-economic township for coloureds
next to Orlando, Messrs S. J. Tighy
and A R., Bloch asked why some
coloured people should be settled next
to Orlando and others next to Clare-
mont. The western suburbs should be
cleared of non-Europeans, who should
be settled in townships round Orlando,
where they could develop along their
own lines.

Mr. L. Leveson said the attitude of
Mr. Tighy that all coloured people
should be removed, irrespective of their
claims to areas where they had lived
for many vyears. Was he blind to all
sense of justice and common humanity
on this question?

The fact was that coloured people
ranged from “practically Europeans"

was [hat
>e made for
--v%

~/reyer, of Harring”®

.upetown.

lative Training”
Farm Planned
for Orlando

rpHE intention of the Johannesburg
A city Council to establish what
might hP tpvmprt fl- p°'rigi.iiHiysl fpu-m
near Orlando Native Township was
referred to by the Mayor, Mr. J. J.
Page, at the opening of the St.|
Thomas Training School for natives
yesterday afternoon.

The Mayor was welcomed by the
Right Rev. Bishop D. O’Leary, who
expressed his appreciation of the
Mayor’ interest in the Catholic com-
munity. .

Referring to the proposed agricul-
tural farm, Mr. Page said: “The pur-
pose of this scheme is to provide suit-
able training for as many young
natives as possible, who may other-
wise be thrown on the streets and
become young delinquents.”

The Chief Inspector of Native Educa-
tion, Dr. W. Eiselen, also spoke. The
school is under the control of the
Dominican Sisters, with Father L.
Muldoon as Priest in charge.

11th.,

1939.
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range and provision should b
all types, for the more well-to-do
in Coronation township in an economic
dousing scheme and for the poorei
section in a sub-economic housing
scheme. It had been asked whether
he coloured people would t? to live
n the new townships. Past experience
n Coronation township had shown
hat they would.

Mr. M. J. Green, M.P.C., said the
euling party’s policy seemed to be to
:0ist every possible non-European
township on the western suburbs.

The Deputy-Mayor. Mr T. A M
Huddle: That is not correct.

«*CONTAMINATION™"

Mr. Green said proximity with non-
European townships was “contaminat-
ing” Europeans living in the western
suburbs. The only solution was to re-
move all non-Europeans from these
areas and concentrate them in town
ships to the south-west, where they
could develop on their own lines, while
the European workers in the westerr
suburbs could also have room to df,
ve'op without interference.

The Deputy-Mayor. Mr Huddle, said
Mr. rfveeh should know that native
hostels would be established in Wards
9 and 10 Non-European townships
could not be established in the north
The title was against that and Euro-
pean Johannesburg could only expand
north and north-west.

"We are trying to reclaim the north-
western areas to safeguard the in-
terests of the white people there.”

They were doing their best with
regar-1 to the Malay Location and
Albertsville

"ILLOGICAL PEOPLE"

Mr. S J. Fotheringham said on the
one side the opposition urged the re-
moval of non-Europeans from the
western suburbs, and on the other
they raised a cry at the -"oposal to
establish a coloured township near
Orlando in the south They were the
"most illogical persons alive."

Mr J. J O'Connor said it was
obvious that practical aspects pre
vented thel development of non-
European townsh.ps in the east and
north. "Land values are so high there
for one thing, that the cost of estab-
lishing townships alone would be pro-
hibitive for non-Europeans.”

Mr. C T. Beckett said the western
representatives were shedding "croco-
idile tears” Under the policy of slum
mclearance the homes of the coloured
I oeople. who could not afford decent
ihouses were being condemned over
Irheir heads In common iustice and
Ihumanity the Counci’ should provide
'them with decent homes at rents
within their means. The scheme for a
township next to Orlando should be
passed unanimously

The item was passed.
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COUNCIL'S FOUR-POINT PLIIN PUT
BEFORE MINISTER

FROM OUR LOBBY CORRESPONDENT.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, Tuesday.

A deputation from the Johannesburg City Council met the
Minister of the Interior, Mr. Stuttaford, last night, and placed
before him Its four-point scheme for coloured and Asiatic occupation
in Johannesburg. Its proposals were:—

1. The adoption of the Feetham Report resolution, with certain

modifications.

2. Freehold title for Asiatics in the Malay location.

3. Claremont as an Asiatic township.

4. Power to restrict occupation and trading In the western
areas (Martindale, Sophiatown and Newclare) to owner occupants.

This is the first time a concrete scheme for the settlement of
these areas has been placed before the Government, and It was
well received. The deputation came away with the impression

that there was every likelihood

As regards the Feetham resolution,
however, the Minister Indicated that
he was disinclined to agree to modi-
fications which might have the effect
of throwing the whole matter into the
melting pot again. He proposed to
put the resolution through Parliament
unchanged, and the deputation agreed
that this should be done rather than
imperil the whole scheme

The principal modification proposec
was the excision of the magistrate's
court area in Ferreirastown from the
Feetham areas. It was pointed out,
however, that the conversion of this
part of the town into an important
business district would automatically
solve the problem of Asiatic occupa-
tion, so that little harm would be done
by adopting the resolution as it
stands.

No objection was raised to the
Claremont scheme, but it was empha-
sised that a buHer strip must be pro-
vided around the township. This the
deputation undertook to do. The Malay
location may, however, present some
difficulties.

WEST RAND OBJECTION

The Roodepoort-Maraisburg munici-
pality has raised objection to the
proximity ol Claremont to its borders.
To meet this objection the Johannes-
burg Council is prepared to purchase
the strip of land south-west of Clare
mont from Roodepoort. and to keep
It as an open space, not to be used
for playing fields This land will not
be made part of the Asiatic township.

Although the Ministei was insistent
that the location be cleared up from
a public health point oi view, he was
not prepared to promise that the
Council's proposals would be adopted
The deputation urged that its plan
depended upon the acceptance of all
four points, and the Minister promised
to consider the matter from that point
of view.

In spite of the Minister’s insistence
upon the adoption of the Feetham
resolution without modification, it is
learned that the matter is still the
subject of discussion within the party,
and the fate of the resolution is by
no means settled.

(News By J W Patten,'122. St. George's
Street. Capetown.)

SEGREGATION OF
ASIATICS

POTGIETERSRUST
PROPOSAL

The Potgietersrust Town Council has
asked the Pretoria City Council to fol-
low its example and ask its members
of Parliament to vote against any
legislation designed to perpetuate the
existing rights of Asiatics and to sup-
port legislation  authorising local
authorities to define separate residen-
tial and business areas for Asiatics.

The General Purposes Committee oi
the Council will discuss the request
this afternoon.

of its proposals being adopted.

1939.
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White and non-White
Native Housing

iid all.
SAFETY FIRST

WHITE AND NON-
WHITE

CORONATION TOWNSHIP

To the Editor of The Star

Sir,—A lot has recently been said
and written about the natives in the
western areas. All the patchwork of
our Town Council will not solve the
position. Our worthy Council must
once and for all tackle the matter
from a national point of view Giving
the natives locations here next to the
white suburbs is only laying up a
store of trouble fot themselves in
future.

Here you have a beautiful township
next to Crosby and Brixton. which it
is now proposed to turn into a
suburb  for blacks and coloureds.
These natives will then be transported
either through Auckland Park or
Brixton to Johannesburg. The resi-
dents of Auckland Park. Rossmore.
Brixton. Mayfair West and Hurst Hill
strongly object to this location for
coloureds on their borders. The Coro-
nation Township could be used for a
white economic housing scheme, and
the native location placed next to
Orlando.

RATEPAYER

- Coronation T"ship.
- Question of Coronation
Township Logic.

NSHIP

fo the Editor of The Star

Sir, There is no logical reason in
Ratepayers’ letter of the 22nd inst
1118 10 be levelled

. establisﬁ?ﬁg o% oronatllon
rownship for coloured people, and he

2 £ “ théy wUl have ~ ~ trans
or Brixton® M Auckland park

™mg .1 P?Int out to him that it
would be absolutely absurd on the
gi"ronfthth Part 10 transPlrt them

. suburbs, as Coronation
Township is situated next to the rail-
way line, and it'would be more natural
to offer the people rail transport than
to take them by a roundabout wav
through Hurst Hill, Brixton and Auck-
land Park. The only suburb they will
then have to pass through would be
Mayfair, but even If the Council should
decide to remove Coronation Township
to Orlando, the route of transport
would still be the same—through Mav-
fair (by train). No matter where they
are put, they will be bound to pass
through some European area. | am also
surprised to read “Ratepayer” suggest-
ing it should be used for a “white” sub-
aconomic scheme, because if | remem-
ber clearly the ratepayers of Brixton
and surrounding suburbs objected
keenly to the erection of the “Jan Hof-
neyr Hospital,” which was erected un-
ier a similar scheme.

LOGIC

Ratepayer. 22/3/39,

27/3/39.
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Housing Policy Condemned.
Minister Blamed i3r Stopping Progress. 14th Apr
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CGMMHNTSy ON
NEW PLAN

LABOUR SUPPLY

Although the Germiston Town Coun-
cil's decision to remove the location to
the farm Witkoppie No. 7. at an esti-
mated cost of £588,000, received strong
support at last Council meeting, a
section of the public seems uncertain
as to its advantages.

The new plan is, however, welcomed
because finality has been reached on
a matter that has been discussed for
many years and because the new site
is generally considered preferable to
the former proposed site of Natal
Spruit. It is thought that the new
site, being nearer than Natal Spruit,
will not affect the native labour supply
or lose native trade, and that natives
will not be in a residential part of
Germiston.

The Council's decision was that,
subject to the success of certain nego-
tiations, the location be built on the
farm Witkoppie No. 7. abutting on the
main Pretoria railway line on the east
and the new boundary on the west.
The necessary petition has been sent
to the Administrator.

HOUSING

It was decided to allocate £88,500
for the housing of coloureds and
Asiatics on a site to be decided upon,
and to build the native location on a
separate area of 1.300 acres in accord-
ance with the Native Affairs Depart-
ment's policy of establishing different
locations for these sections of the
community. | .

The Council also intends to apply
later to the Central Housing Eoal”
lor another £226,500. which would
bring the amount spent on non-
European housing up to £810.000.

The decision was arrived at after
a conference between representa-
tives of the Council, the Union
Health Department and the Native
Affairs Department, as a result ot
which the Council was asked to sub-
mit within two months an alterna-
tive scheme for rebuilding the loca-
tion After considering other sites,
the Native Affairs Committee
decided on March 16 to accept the
site to the north of the town, a
decision which recorded the Housing
Board’s full support.

TITLE OF GROUND

The criticism now current that the
present location may be claimed as
mining ground when it is cleared and
that, therefore, the Councils move
would not be wise, was refuted yes-
terday by a municipal official, who
said that there was no doubt about
the title of the ground on which the
present location is situated. On the
existing area of 184 acres, he said,
132 acres would be available for
industrial development immediately,
the activity of the remaining area
being dependent on the chances of
mining activity in the northern area
of the location. On the 132 acres,
about 30 acres would be required
for roads and railways and about
100 acrcs would, therefore, be sale-

ble.

Complaints that the new site is too
far away are answered by the fact
that Elandsfontein station, the sta-
tion for the proposed site, is about
four miles from Germiston station,
with the distance by road about 5
miles.

Comments On New Han.
Labour Supply.

13th April,

1939.
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GETTMWON

LOCATION

ELANDSFONTEIN
PROTESTS

VIGILANCE BODY
FORMED

A public meeting to protest against
the establishment of a location abut-
ting on Elandsfontein and Kempton
Park was held at Elandsfontein last
night. The question of secession from
the Germiston municipality was fully
discussed and a vigilance association
was formed.

The meeting resolved that such a
move on the part of the Germiston
Town Council was undesirable, because
the area was essentially residential dr
and, not being built up, the presence :
of the location would depreciate the mi
value of property. Other reasons given €1
were that there was only one main as
road to Germiston—the national road '€
linking Germiston to Pretoria—which
would become congested with native
traffic.

A dynamite factory and an explosives
concern used the road a great deal
and the addition of heavy native traffic
might lead to serious accidents.

The presence of a location would
increase the illicit liquor traffic and
the area was inadequately policed,
especially in view of all the brick-
yards in the neighbourhood.

Mr. H. B. Liebenberg was in the

22QFAR®

Fhe following were electeé3 to the
committee of the vigilance association:
Mr. H. B. Liebenberg (chairman), Mr.
C. H. B. Venn, secretary and treasurer,
Mr P.J. Zietsman, Mr. E. A. Bezuiden-
hout, Dr. E. A Bezuidenhout, Mr. H.
H. Walton, Mr. R. T. Monk, Mr. J. R.
Nel, Dr. H. P. Bezuidenhout and Mr.
H. Marshall.

ef'O piT p”
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Suburban Slums. 19th April, 1939.
Readers ¥Views. At Germiston. 21st April, 1939.
j Great as are the efforts o'f Johannes-
burg and some other urban authorities
I'for the rehousing of natives living in
slum conditions within the municipal
areas, these efforts do not solve the ’ 1939

allied problem of certain native
suburbs which have come into exist-
ence outside, and often only a short
distance from, the municipal boun-
dary. The extent of these straggling,
extra-urban townships is astonishing,
for within a small area may be
found a population of several thousand
people, of whose lives there is no
more official recognition than there if |
of their unrecorded births and deaths.
No authority whatever has knowledge
of the miserable shacks in which these
people live or die; patchwork contrap-
tions of wood, tin and straw, with no
sanitation, either near or distant, and
no water supply, other than may be
brought in a tin can from the nearest
stagnant pool, occasionally running
stream or tank or well. How many
persons live in each hovel is unknown
even to the mission workers who get
frequent urgent requests for medical
aid, or to the hard-worked district sur-
geon in whose area these localities may
fall.

Police supervision appears effective
enough to keep down serious crime,
but the task is rendered more difficult
by the obvious week-end attractions of
such places for town-working natives,
and the pick-up vans have to dash out
in certain emergencies; indeed, the
“extra-urban” suburb lowers the moral
standard of the town in ways that
hardly need indicating. A large pro-
portion of men and women living in
these unofficial townships travel some
distance daily to work, leaving behind
them a surprising number of children
to look after each other and an assort-
ment of half-starved animals until
nightfall. As the police have cause to
know, the population of these irregular
townships is a floating one, and it
often happens that one or both parents
of a family will have disappeared,
leaving their children to the charity of
neighbours.

yet in legal theory the heads of
native families living on private land
are supposed to work for the landowner.
W hatever the exact causes, this growth
of parasitic communities within a few
miles of so many of our towns is a
danger to the public health and in
many respects a social disgrace. In

it
to

LOCATION SCHEME
BEING OPPOSED

o the Editor of The Star

Sir,—The latest plans for rebuilding
the Germiston location seem to be
following the well-worn course. The
portion of the public that is interested
in the matter has seen one “final"
scheme after another produced during
the past few years. In spite of accept-
ince by the local authorities after the
fullest possible debates, and in spite
3f approval by the Government De-
partments concerned and their readi-
ness to advance their share of the
necessary costs, scheme after scheme
has been rescinded, shelved, or left in
abeyance.

The most recent plan, with all the
appearance of a settled solution, was
made public only a few weeks ago. It
was a comprehensive plan of building
a new location in the Elandsfontein
area, on Witkoppies No. 7. A sum of
£500.000 was to be expended on native
housing, and £200,000 on a section for
coloured and Asiatics. The present
grossly overcrowded location at Ger-
miston was to be cleared, and the
ground disposed of to industrial in-
terests at an estimated profit of
£100.000—this sum to provide the
prime cost of the new scheme.

Those who know the urgency of the
situation were delighted that a definite
move was at last being made. But
already the familiar process of under-
mining the plan iis in evidence. Under
the guise of a plea that the new area
would be too far from the natives’
work (actually it is a few miles on
the new electrified line), retail trading
interests at the old site claim that the
removal of the location would not he
to the advantage of the European
population of Germiston. And now

we read of the formation of a vigilance
society in the Elandsfontein district,
which is pledged to block the scheme
The argument advanced that it would
be dangerous for natives to travel
along a road used by dynamite traffic
betrays an unwonted solicitude on
their behalf
N Those who have the social welfare
of the non-European at heart would
ask those who are gathering opposi*
tion to this long-overdue reform to

great part the creation of new slums bear in mind three pertinent con-
outside our cities is due to the hard- siderations.  First, that whatever
ships falling upon the non-European minor  inconveniences  well-housed

worker, who, in so many instances,
cannot bear the cost of better accom-
modation, even when it is made avail-
able.

Europeans may suffer in the transition
period, the ultimate matter of para-
mount importance is that the native
and coloured residents in the Germis-
ton area should be adequately and per-
manently housed. Secondly, that to
compel them to go on living under
present conditions one day longer
than necessary is public cruelty. And
thirdly, that any motive arising from
the possible loss of rents from non-
European bywoners, when all such are
compelled to live in a prescribed muni-
cipal area, should not be allowed to
confuse a plain issue.
H. R. HIGGS.

East Rand Coloured Mission.
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The Non-European Question.

J win the One Thoustu*
and names Olein as the dang
The going

rilE NON-EUROPE;j
QUESTION

MR. L. LEVESONS TALK
TO RATEPAYERS

A gloomy view of the non-European
question was taken by Mr. L. Leve-
son, chairman of the Public Health
Committee of the Johannesburg City
Coucil, when he spoke at a meeting
of the Northern Districts Ratepayers’
Association in the Masonic Hall,
Parktown North, last night.

Mr. Leveson said that the vagrant
natives who congregated in the dis-
trict caused a small worry compared
with the general non-European situa-
tion. The Nationalist Party, he said,
had done a great disservice to South
Africa in its bitter antagonism to-
wards the policy followed by the
fGovernment.

He alleged that the Civic Party,
formed recently in the city, was a
wolf in sheep’s clothing—Nationalist
Party in disguise.

Referring to Alexandra Township,
Mr Leveson said that the first step
towards settling the question had
been taken on Tuesday, when the
City Council decided to pay half of
tr%e_: expenses of a survey of the town-
ship.

PROPAGANDA

Mr. A. Immink, who spoke later,
said that in many compounds in the
city subversive propaganda was
being conducted by educated natives
who were preaching the communistic
doctrine. There was a feeling pf un-
rest among the natives generally.

Mr G. B. Gordon, chairman of the
association, presented his bi-annual
report, saying that the “native
menace” in the northern suburbs was
growing worse.

He also criticised the Town Plan-
ning Committee for reversing -its
decisions and granting rights for the
erection of bioscopes in several resi-
dential areas in the Northern
Suburbs.
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PROTEST AGAINST
SEGREGATION

NON-EUROPEAN RAILWAY
WORKERS” UNION

THOM OUR CORRESPONDENT

CAPE TOWN, Thursday.—At the

recent conference of the South
African Railway and Harbour
Workers’ Union (non-European) a
resolution was passed protesting
against the Governments segre-
gation policy as "unjust, undemo-
cratic and diabolical.” The Govern-
ment was adopting the tactics of
dictator countries, the resolution
added. The conference supported
'the non-European front” recently
established.

The resolution has been forwarded
to the Prime Minister, as well as
resolutions from Naauwpoort depre-
cating the proposal to place native
Era?e unions under Government con-
rol.



Native Hostel and Brewery - Southern SUburbs Protest.
3rd May, 1939.

elumber of semi-fit subsidise
mlities represented at the meeting
~counted for 129, or more than

ATIVE HOSTEI
AND BREWERY

RBS

Protests against the proposed estab-
lishment of a native hostel and
[brewery on the site opposite the
Commercial Tennis Courts in Turf-
fontein Road, Turffontein, will be
considered at a meeting of the Non-
European and Native Affairs Com-
mittee of the Johannesburg City
Council to-morrow afternoon.

The manager of the Native Affairs

Department will recommend that
the objectors be informed that the
committee is obliged by law to estab-
lish hostels and so eliminate the har-
bouring of natives in backyards, and
that this duty will be exercised that
the proposed hostel and brewery will
not be objectionable to the European
residents of the district.
r, T, objections are from the
Church  Council of Holy Trinity
Church, Turffontein, the Turffontein
Ratepayers Association, and the Hill
Extension Ratepayers’ Association.
Two similar objections were con-
sidered by the committee at its pre-
vious meéting.

The manager of the Native Affairs
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CAPE TOWN, Saturday, ifce

Secretary for Native Affairs has n 1
Ued the City Council that the Gove -n
ment will request the Govern >r-
General to issue a proclamation re-
stricting the entry of natives into
the urban area of Cape Town.
In view of the fact that the City
Council already controls the registra-
tion of natives arriving in the city,
the Government assumes that tne
Council will accept the conditions
under which other municipalities have
agreed to enforce the restriction of
entry of natives. .
Xf'the City Council refuses to con-
trol the influx after the proclama-
tion has been issued, the only alterna-
tive will be for the Department of
Native Affairs to take over the regis-
tration, in which case the registration
fees will be paid into the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund.
The matter was discussed by tne
Native Affairs Sub-Committee of the
City Council yesterday: it will be con-
sidered again by the General Purposes
Committee on Monday, and tne City
Council will be asked to pronounce
its verdict at a special meeting to be
‘ield next Thursday.
Tt is believed that the Council will
mnue with the work of registra-
md will agree to control the in-
ordered by the Government.

- Limited entry to
Cape Town.

6th May,

Johannesburg Parks to be"Glosed To Natives??”12/2/39.
Restriction On Natives

1939.
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City D/Mjputatinrn
to Ministers

The report of the Cftitral Housing
Board is of considerable interest to
the City Council of Johannesburg,
which is making a further effort to
get more money for sub-economic
housing schemes.

The board has awarded loans to
the city for the year ending March,
1940, which are £1,996,415 short of
what the city asked for. In addi-
tion, the Council wants £1,500,000
for the Klipriviersbherg housing
scheme. This total is not far short
of £3,500,000.

The Public Health Committee of
the Council has agreed to send a depu-
tation to the Ministers of Finance and
Public Health, if these Ministers will
hear them, to urge the necessity of the
Klipriviersberg scheme being financed
without delay.

The other schemes not sanctioned
are: Orlando, £1,347,340; western
areas scheme, £193,000; general
native housing, £55,000, and a coloured
housing scheme adjoining Orlando,
£401,075.

Meantime the Council has a heavy
budget to face, and the refusal of the
board to sanction these schemes for
the next financial year is a blessing
in disguise, for the ratepayers would
have to find the interest charges.

o--T-WcUX.V N

£3,500,000 Wanted For Housing.

Councillor Attacks City

"Slum Muddle"

- depleted j.
ia being forced to work ov©
sOSI dally.

AtfScMs /City
‘Slum Muddle’

Sunday Express Reporter

rPHE Johannesburg City Coun-

cil must put its own house
in order and eradicate a terrible
slum of its own creation—Pim-
ville Native Location — before
turning its attention to Alexandra
Township, according to Mr. D. H.
Epstein, M.P.C.

Mr. Epstein recently carried out a
vigorous “clear the slums” campaign
in Johannesburg.

Speaking of Alexandra Township,
Mr. Epstein said: “ The danger to the
health of the city from an uncon-
trolled native location on the muni-
cipal boundaries must be realised by
everybody, but it would be hardly
conceivable that the City Council
would be justified in dealing with
Alexandra before it has cleared away
Pimville.

“Pimville is far worse than Alex-
andra Township and has been con-
demned by commissions of inquiry,
successive managers of native affairs
and medical officers of health,
throughout its inglorious history.”

June 16th., 1939.

14th May,

1939,
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STRONG protest against the establishment of a native hostel
A and brewery in the Southern Suburbs was made at a meeting
convened by the executive of the Southern Suburbs Ratepayers
Association on Tuesday, at which all six councillors representing

'™

Wards 11 and 12 were present.

Mr. W. H. Harrison, of RosettenviUe,
protested against the purchase of such
a valuable site for the use of natives
The Council, he said, had gone to great
expense to improve Eloff Street Ex-
tension and make it one of the finest

approaches to the suburbs in Jo

han-

nesburg, and to place a native hostel
right at the gateway to the south was

wrong.

It was also pointed out that there
was a serious danger from a traffic
point of view if 3,000 natives were

housed at this busy spot. The

close

proximity of the European Girls
Hostel, only 400 yards away, was also

stressed.

The following resolutions
adopted: “That this meeting of
dents in the Southern Suburbs

were
resi-
pro-

tests against the erection of a native
hostel and brewery on portion K. L.

and M., No. 20, Booysens Estate,

and

that this resolution be forwarded to

the Administrator.

VThat a deputation from the South-
ern Suburbs Ratepayers’ Associations
(Executive) be appointed, with power
to co-opt, to wait on the Municipal
INative Affairs Committee to convey to
it the feeling of this meeting and to

suggest other suitable sites for

erection of a native hostel and brewery,

the

and that, in the event of the deputa-

ion not attaining satisfaction,
ame deputation endeavours to
e Administrator.”

the
.neet

of
ke
sh

Protest Against Booysens Native Hostel

N

Scheme.

19th May,

1939.
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At a Price

Sunday Express Reporter.

JOHANNESBURG can have

_ separate ambulances for
natives and Europeans . ... ata
price. This is the opinion of Mr.
G. E Jennett, Acting Fire Master
ot Johannesburg, expressed to me
yesterday.

“We can provide separate ambu-
lances but It will mean partial recon-
struction of several of the fire
stations in the suburbs to accommo-
date more ambulances and more
men, he declared.

A full report on the matter is being
prepared by Mr. Jennett and will be
submitted to the Water, Fire Brigade
and Gas Committee of the Johannes-
burg:thCity Council when it meets next
month.

j.Ir) £.,s interview yesterday, the
8 *rremaster outlined some of the
difficulties which would have to be
raced if it was finally decided to have
different ambulances for Europeans
and non-Europeans.
EXCITED PEOPLE
“Many people,” he said, “are so
excited when they ring up for an
ambulance that they don’t know how
many are injured, whether the vic-
tims are black or white, or exactly
where the accident occurred. We are
often given the wrong address ”
Discussing Mr. Penry Roberts’s
statement to the Von Brandis Rate-
payers’ Association last week that a
,native and a white woman had been
,taken to hospital in the same ambu-
lance Mr. Jennett explained that it
had been done at the express wish
of a companion of the injured woman
The fire station official had been
instructed to pick up a native in
Norwood, who was suffering from a
broken thigh and shock after he had
been knocked down by a car. When
the ambulance arrived on the scene,
v *mbulance men were told that
tne European woman-driver of the
car that had knocked down the native
was lying unconscious in a house close

The wefe asked by a woman
who had been in the car at the time
of the accident to take the inlured
woman to hospital in the same
ambulance.

"Not only was it done with the
companion’s full permission, but at
her express wish,” said Mr. Jennett

Ambulances At A Price,

28th May,

1939.
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The Pretoria Locations.

IE PRETORIA

> For yearsi Jvercroi'dirfg ajnd de-

terloration in the Bantule and Mara-

bastad native locations at Pretona

,W e been a disgrace and a source of
potential danger to the health of the
citizens. The combined churches and
other institutions have urged upon
the City Council the necessity of pro-
viding locations outside the central
area, which would not only allow the
natives scope for reasonable develop-
ment in their living conditions, but
would be less liable to disease. The
Council decided about four years ago
to remedy the undesirable conditions
by taking advantage of tne
iment’s sub-economic housing scheme.
Since that time it has been decided
*to build a native
lands west of the
Works,

location on town
Iron and Steel
and to borrow £700,000 from
the funds provided by the Govern-
ment, in order to build houses, which
the natives would rent
economic rate.

at a sub-
The rate of interest is
very low, half the loss on the scheme
1being borne by the Government and
half by the municipality. The cost, to

the municipality is estimated authori-
tatively at £1,500 a year on the initial
building programme. Survey and pre-
liminary work has been carried out,

and model houses built to ensure that
I the best conditions obtainable under
the scheme could be provided.
Having gone so far in the pre im
nary work, the Council will meet this

evening to consider the tenders for the

construction work. But it appears

that, even at this late hour obstruc-
tion such as has been offered at
various stages in the past will be
encountered. Certain councillors who
have opposed the sub-economic scheme
at every step intend to press the
Council to reject it even now, and
to substitute for it an eco”om’c
one, mainly on the strength of
figures which conflict with those pre-
pared by the Native and Asiatic
Affairs Committee and suggest that

the cost to the city will be very heavy.

There cannot be any doubt, however,
that the Native and Asiatic Aflaiis
Committee went very carefully into
Ithe matter of cost, and their estimate
that it should be in the neighbourhood
of £1,500 a year may be accepted. Even
were it considerably more than this,
we are certain that the citizens of
Pretoria would be prepared to meet
the bill rather than allow the reproach
to themselves represented by the pre-
sent locations to persist. When it is
.ecalled that only recently the Council
decided to make considerable increases
in the salaries of its higher-paid
officials, there can hardly be justifica-
tion for refusing to put through a
scheme of such importance on the
grounds of expense amounting”,

about £1,500 a year.

Govern- .
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