
(c) Education
Lastly, we come to the word “Onderwys” (Education).
BY EDUCATION THE PAMPHLET MEANS NOT
DEVOPING THE MIND, BUT ENSLAVING IT.

This is already clear, and it  is significant that the 
pamphlet’s favourite synonym for education is the sinister 
one of “vorming,” which means formmg, shaping, 
“moulding.” From the nursery school 
technical college or the university (Articles 10, 12 and 11) 
the pupil is never to find out what he himself really believes 
and feels; he is to be to ld : he must believe the three creeds, 
and feel “love for his own”.

Refusal to fall into step will be punished. “All authority 
in school is borrowed from God” (Article 5 u). Is t h i s  a 
conventional phrase, or does it mean — as it may easily 
be made to mean — tha t there is no a p p e a l to human reason 
and justice? The teacher is to be watched by the parents 
and the m in ister; his most intimate life, his most intimate 
beliefs are to be pried into; if he:refuses to be a m e r j c a j  
nel for the ideas of the parents (Article 9) and if the parents 
and the minister disapprove of him, he is to be disciplined 
(Article 8, iii and iv).

The teacher, in other words, will be committed to 
believing what he is told to believe. If he wants to be neu
tral he must resign first. He is told w hat to believe, he 
teUs his classes what to believe, and no deviation is per
mitted. The history-teacher, for example, has to believe 
tha t “next to the mother-tongue the history of the Father- 
land is the best channel for communicating the love of one s 
own” (Article 6). In other words, he has to give histoiy a 
certain political slant, and to select what glorifies the 
Fatherland and ignore the rest — a degrading and dishonest 
wav of teaching anything. “In no subject may anti-Chi i s -  

tion or non-Christian (“ Christian” having been defined as 
subscribing to the Articles of Faith  of the three Afrikaans 
churches) or anti-Nationalist or non-Nationalist propaganda 
be made.” We repeat this startling decree. And even Uni
versity teachers are to be thus blinkered and fettered. In 
fact the I C N.O. show not the slightest appearance of being 
interested in the search after tru th  for its own sake.

( i)  The section about nursery-schools seem s to confuse the nursery 
school w ith  the creche, for it condemns parents w ho “shuffle o ff their 
responsibilities on to others.” The nursery school has an important 
educational function, d ifferent from  that of the nursemaid.



OUR ATTITUDE
Let us now briefly define our own point of view.
We believe in education; therefore we believe th a t a 

country needs to educate all its children.
All great educationists, like Socrates, Vittorino da 

Feltra, Comenius, Pestalozzi (to name only a few) have 
held tha t the teacher, being specially trained and educated, 
should give freely of all his own mental, moral and imagin
ative powers to call forth  and develop those of the child. 
He should NOT be a mere channel for the ideas of the 
paren ts; no honest person can.

The child should learn to be independent and courage
ous, relying on his own sense of tru th , not blindly following 
a leader or a beaten track (Contrast Article 6, vi).

He should learn to distinguish between what is of 
lasting value to humanity and w hat is not; to put himself 
in the place of others, and to realise for example, th a t all 
other people feel hunger, pain, insult and frustration  as he 
does, until he comes to desire their welfare as he desires 
his own.

We do not believe in ancestor-worship. Humanity has 
no reason to be satisfied w ith itself. We should do our 
utmost to make each new generation better and wiser than 
the last.

We accept scriptural and religious teaching in school, 
but we believe that, if given, it should be optional for both 
teacher and child and th a t it should not be dogmatic. State 
education, in other words, should be secular, w ith freedom 
of conscience for all. We want our education to be founded 
on the cultural heritage of mankind and in particular those 
great tru ths of charity and humility established in the 
Western, Christian tradition and which now belong to all 
men.

We want our children to be educated, not indoctrinated. 
That is, they should learn to court the joy of using all their 
gifts fearlessly, and by using, develop them. They should 
acquire knowledge for these gifts to work on. Daring, 
initiative and independence should be encouraged, ra ther 
than obedience; they should be taught to think, to give and 
to take criticism, and to understand their own feelings and 
regard those of others.

In a society in which conformity is the price of an 
uneasy peace let us remember the words of John Milton 
who w ro te :

“Where there is much desire to learn, there of necessity
will be much arguing, much w riting, many opinions, for
opinion in good men is but knowledge in the making.”
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C.N.O. A Thing of the PastP
WHAT VERWOERD SAYS 

AND WHAT WE SAY
Dr. Verwoerd, speaking in M aritzburg on 4th September, 

denied th a t his proposal to introduce uniform education in all 
schools of the Union had anything to do with the principles of

BUT DARE W E BELIEVE HIM ?

In the ten years since C.N.O. was officially proclaimed we 
have had many such denials from persons in authority. And 
yet — many of the aims of the C.N.O. pamphlet have been made 
into laws. There are few things left in which our schools still 
differ from  w hat was planned for th em !

AGAIN AND AGAIN we have been told WHAT THESE 
LAWS DO NOT MEAN —
and again we are not told what Dr. Verwoerd really means !
W hat Verwoerd says:

“We feel th a t the education of the children should be based 
on those BROAD CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES to which no man 
can object.”

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
WHAT ARE THESE BROAD CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES?
NOTE th a t there is no mention at all of the NATIONAL 

part of this education policy.
NOTE tha t many of us hold tha t school education should be 

SECULAR, and not based on religious principles !
NOTE th a t the term  BROAD is so vague as to be suspect: 

Are the Nationalists not as frightened of “mixing religions” as 
they abhor “mixing of races” ?

MAY WE TAKE IT tha t broad Christian principles allow 
the teaching of evolution in these schools?
W hat we say:

WE FEEL THAT THE EDUCATION OF OUR CHILD
REN SHOULD NOT BE BASED ON THOSE “BROAD CHRIS
TIAN PRINCIPLES” TO WHICH WE OBJECT.
W h at Verwoerd says:

“It must certainly be set down in legislation, but in that 
broad sense which every church should welcome which really 
has the welfare of the country at heart.”

WHY, IF  NO MAN COULD OBJECT, MUST WE HAVE 
LEGISLATION?
And what we further ask:

W hat is tha t BROAD sense again?
Why should only the churches welcome it?
W hat about us, the parents? Have we not the welfare of 

our country a t heart?
W hat we say:

WE DO NOT NEED, AND WE DO NOT WANT, STATE 
SCHOOLS WHICH TEACH ONLY ONE BRAND OF BE
LIEFS. WE WANT OUR SCHOOLS TO TEACH OUR 
CHILDREN TO THINK.

Dr. Verwoerd maintains tha t C.N.O. is a “thing of the 
past”. Since the provincial authorities have seen the light, he 
says, the need for church education has fallen away.

BUT APPARENTLY NOT THE NEED FOR BROAD 
CHURCH PRINCIPLES?

If our last educational bill, the one which did away with the 
right of non-whites to study in white universities, could be 
named “EXTENSION OF UNIVERSITY EDUCATION BILL”
— how much faith may we have in the statement that C.N 0  
is a thing of the past ?
C .N .O . IS NOT A  TH IN G  O F THE PAST —  IT IS VERY M U C H  W ITH 
US, EVERYW HERE ! FIG H T IT N O  W  SO  THAT IT M A Y  NOT BE A  

TH IN G  O F O U R FUTURE !
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