


WHAT MAGIC IS THIS?
An Inspiration from the East
M A T I N E E

Tu r k is h  C i g a r e t t e s .

A l l a n  R a m s a y .  
A r n e  S t . L O N D O N ,  w.c

AN INSPIRATION FROM THE EAST.
It looks like a cigarettc.
It is made like a cigarette.
It smokes like a cigarette.
But it TASTES like an adventure out of tlio 

Arabian Nights.
Every puff yields a flavour and fragrance rarely 

fine and aromatic, a refreshing revelation and satisfy
ing sensation to the man who wants a better cigarette.

Absolutely the finest Imported Turkish Cigarette 
ever offered to you. Guaranteed so.

10 for 1 /-

A N D -

that gives you a Free Ticket to a Front Seat at the EMPIRE, 
ORPHEUM or GRAND THEATRES in order to introduce :: ::

WHITEHALL
CIGARETTES

to people who appreciate the UTMOST in CIGARETTE QUALITY, 
purchasers of these brands may obtain a Free Ticket for a Front Seat in the 
Stalls of the Empire, Orpheum, or Grand Theatres.

These Cigarettes are manufactured by Allan Ramsay, London, and they are 
rapidly becoming the most popular brands among people who appreciate and 
demand the VERY BEST THE WORLD PRODUCES in Cigarettes. The VERY 
FINEST TURKISH TOBACCOS are CAREFULLY SELECTED and SKILFULLY 
BLENDED so as to give pleasure and delight to the smoker, and have a 
distinctive individual attractiveness.

We know that immediately these Cigarettes are tried the sale will increase in 
leaps and bounds on their merits alone, hence our plan for introducing them 
quickly.

These Cigarettes are packed in boxes of 10, 25, 50 and 100.

A Free Ticket to the Empire
Fauteuils, Evening Performance, for 100 Empty Boses of Tens.
Matinee Performance, for 60 Empty Boxes of Tens.

Orpheum and Grand Theatres
Stalls, 25 Empty Boxes of Ters.
One adult ticket admits two children.

NOTE.— Four 25 ’s, Two SO’s, or One 100 Box counts as Ter Packets oi 10.

DON’T FORGET IT’S

v A u a n  R a m s a y  

A r n e  S t. 
Lo n d o n  w . c .

FIT FOR A SULTAN’S SIESTA.
“ Whitehall ’* is easily the peer of any cigarette other

than “ Matinee,”  10 for 9d.

MATINEE and WHITEHALL CIGARETTES
Bring your empty boxes to The General Tobaccos Agency, Limited,

(Representing Allan Ramsay, London, W.)

P O  B.„  1717. OLD ARCADE, COMMISSIONER STREET (Opposite New Town Hall) ’Phone 3037.



W E  A R E  A C T U A L  M A K E R S  
O F  F U R N IT U R E .

W R IT E  F O R  O U R  
FU L L Y  IL L U S T R A T E D  C A T A L O G U E  

P O S T  FREE.

Finest Stock of FURNITURE in the Transvaal.

5-ft. B ed room  Suits, in S o lid  S atin  W a ln u t, p olish ed  
I'ght and dark co lou r, exa ct as sketch . W e l l  m ad e and 
fitted  w ith  b e v e lle d  m irrors and  o x id is e d ’ fittings th rou gh 
out. T h e Suite com plete , £ 3 5

Sm art Design B ed room  Suite, W a r d r o b e  4  ft. w id e  w ith  2 
large O v a l M irrors , o n e -h a lf fitted w ith  shelves oth er  S id e  H a n g 
ing S p a ce , large D ressin g C h e s t  w ith  sh a ped  M irror  and S id e  
M irrors , W a sh sta n d  w ith  T i l e  B ack  and M irror .

T h e Suite, £ 2 9  10s.

D ining R oom  S u i t e ,  com pris in g C o u ch , 2, E asy 
C h a irs  and  6 S m all C h a irs . W e l l  sprung and  u ph olstered  
in g o o d  h ea vy  P e g a m o id  or S a d d leb a g s  and V e lv e t .

T h e Suite, £ 1 7  10s.

A ll Brass B edstead, S qu are P illars and T u b e s , D o u b le  B e d  
S ize. C o m  p ie ‘.e w ith  B est W o v e n  S prin g and C o ir  M attress. 

£ 1 0  10s.

124, MARKET STREET, JOHANNESBURG

N ew  A rtistic B ed room  Suite, in S o lid  Satin  
W a ln u t. W a r d r o b e  3 ft. 6  in. w ith  hanging 
spa ce  and  d e e p  d ra w er. D ressin g  C h e s t  w ith  
large cen tre  and reflex  M irrors, M a r b le  T o p  
W a sh sta n d  w ith  L ig h t T i l e  B ack  and C u p b o a rd .

T h e  Suite, £  1 8 1 Os.

(O F F  E L O F F  S T R E E T  C O R N E R )

W aln u t S ideboard , 5 ft. w ith  3 F a n cy  S h a p ed  
M irrors  in b a ck , b ottom  fitted w ith  3 C u p b oa rd s  
and  4  draw ers. W e l l  p o lish ed  and  fitted w ith  
o x id ise d  handles. £ 1 6  10s.



400,000,000.

Some idea of the ENORMOUS SALE 
of MAZAWATTEE is given by the 
fact that if all the MAZAWATTEE 
TEA sold in South Africa in one year 
were made into one big brew, it 
would fill no less than

Four Hundred Million
full size breakfast cups with delicious 

refreshing tea.

The public of South Africa recognise, 
in common with the Thirty Millions 
in one part and another of the world 
who use it regularly, that Delicious 
MAZAWATTEE . is the TEA PAR 

EXCELLENCE.

The Pure Food & Health Society 

of Great Britain

President, Charles S. G oldm an, M. P.
Chairm an, Charles Bathurst, M. P.

Chairm an o f  E xecutive C om m ittee, 
L ord  C arnots.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Pure Food and Health Society of 
Great Britain, having accepted the Cer
tificate of Approval of the British 
Analytical Control as affording ade
quate and satisfactory proof of the 
purity and general character of 
Food Products— such approval being 
based on the results of periodical and 
independent scientific examination 
the following product is approved and 
recommended by the Society :

MAZAWATTEE TEA.
V ide  “ D aily  T e legra p h ,”

L ondon, January 28, 1913.

:ALWAYS WEAR:

Pantic Rubber Heels
— AND SO ------

MAKE LIFE’S WALK EASY

Insist on their being fixed
and REFUSE ALL OTHERS.

Look for the Name “ PANTIC as without 
it None are Genuine.

RESERVE y o u r  VERDICT • s u n b e a m .
BOOT POLISH .

AS TO WHICH IS THE FINEST COCOA 
- - - - - - - - UNTIL YOU HAVE TRIED-- - - - - - -

DEE AND ESS COCOA
- - - - -THE FINEST MANUFACTURED.
IT CAN BE OBTAINED EVERYWHERE.

at 9d. per  ̂ lb. tin.

WHY PAY MORE?

6d.
PER TIN.

THE LARGEST TIN ON THE 
MARKET AT THE PRICE. 
OBTAINABLE EVERYWHERE.
IF YOU DO NOT ALREADY 

— USE IT

BUY A TIN TO-DAY.
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Photo by} THE RUSH FOR THE "N E W S.” \Fusslein.

Jo h a n n e s b u r g , J u l y , i 9 i 3.

STRIKE ALBUM

P u b lish e d  b y  th e  C en tra l N e w s  A g e n c y . L td ., and P r in ted  b y  the T ransvaal L ea d er , H arrison  S treet, Johannesburg,
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II *  C U T ^  
^  * & Co., Ltd. * '* />

(In corporated  in C a p 2  C olony).

THE

Big Shoe Concern 
of South Africa.

B R A N C H E S  E V E R Y W H E R E

E xtract from  “ Transvaal Leader,”  o f  M ay 
2 8 , 1 9 1 3 , o f  a speech by M r. A . M cD ow ell, 
President, S hop  Assistants’ A ssociation  :—

H e did not want to condemn all 
employers ; there were good and there 
were bad. In one case the salaries 
paid to the employees were a credit to 
Johannesburg, (applause.) H e  referred to 
Messrs. Cuthberts, Ltd., the boot people, 
one of the whitest employing stores in 
Johannesburg.” (applause.)

C u t h b e r t ’s B u il d i n g s  a n d  C e n t r a l  S t o r e , Jo h a n n e s b u r g .

Proprietors of the “  C  K in g  ” miner and “  R a i n b o w  ” 
brand of Reliable Working Boots. 

Sole Agents for the “  SAXONE ” Shoe for men and the 
“  SOROSIS ’ Shoe for ladies.
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The Story of the Strike.

The great strike, which, after draggin g  along 
for a month, was to spread like wildfire along the 
Reef and to  culm inate in scenes o f  destruction and 
bloodshed, had a small beginning. Com pared with 
the evils that followed in its path, the orig ina l 
dispute appears r id icu lously  insignificant. More 
than once in the annals of industrial w arfare it is 
recorded that the m ore slender the issue at stake, 
the more bitter has been the conflict between 
masters and men, and now tliis phenom enon finds 
another illustration.

The strike at the New K lein fontein  arose 
through the proposal of the m anagem ent to make 
an alteration in the hours o f  five underground 
mechanics. These men form erly worked from  7 
a.m . to 3 .30 p.m . from  M onday to F rid ay , and 
from  7 a.m. to 12.30 p.m . on Saturday. Under 
the new arrangem ent they were asked to work the 
same hours as the m iners, nam ely, from  7.30 a.m . 
to 3 .30 p.m . every week-day, in clud ing  Saturday.

It was on the day after the new management 
took over that M r. W hitehead, the underground 
m anager, called the underground mechanics to 
gether and explained to them the m anner in which 
he proposed to d iv ide the m ine into sections and 
work it  generally. The men protested against the 
loss of Saturday afternoon, on the ground that 
they were mechanics, not m iners, and Mr. W hite

head prom ised to interview  the m anager, Mr. E.
H. Bulm an, on the poin t, draw up the hours to be 
worked in fu ture, and let the men have them “  in 
black and white ”  the follow ing day.

Strained Relations.
The follow in g  m orning the men affected met 

and decided to reject the hours indicated  by Mr. 
W hitehead. A deputation , consisting of Messrs. 
Allen M uir and E. J. Brown, asked Mr. W hitehead 
if the new hours were final. He replied in the 
affirmative. Mr. W hitehead proceeded to where 
the men were assembled, and asked each man in 
turn if  he was w illing  to work 48 hours per week. 
Each man replied in the affirmative, but said he 
would not w ork Saturday afternoons. As a result 
of the conversation that ensued, du rin g  which the 
relations between M r. W hitehead and the men were 
not cordial, two men remained and accepted the 
new conditions, while the follow ing five wore told 
to "g e t their tim e” :— Hutchens (fitter), J. W ilson 
(r igger), W ylie  (fitter), A. M uir (boilerm aker), 
and E. J. Brown (rigger). H alf-an-hour after
wards the men received form al notice of dismissal. 
That day the trades unions to which the dismissed 
men belonged, were in form ed, and organisers came 
out on the M onday fo llow in g : Messrs. K endall and 
Brown (T .M .A .) waited on Mr. Bulman and were 
courteously received. He agreed to receive a de
putation from  the dismissed men the follow ing  
day, when, at the request o f  Mr. Brow n, M r. W hite
head ŵ as present. M r. Bulman declared that had 
they com e to him in the first instance the trouble 
would have been avoided. A fter a fr iend ly  talk, 
the men asked for permission to meet the directors,

who were in  the bu ild in g. Mr. Bulm an acquiesced. 
Later the men met Col. D alrym ple and other mem
bers o f the directorate. Col. D alrym ple said he 
understood the men had had a little trouble. “ I did  
not th in k ,”  said Mr. E. J. B row n, in an interview, 
"  in view of what had tran sp ired  between the m an
ager and ourselves, that we were to be perm anently 
dismissed, and told Col. D alrym ple we d id  not 
regard  it  as serious. All we wanted was an ex
pression o f opin ion  from  the directors with regard 
to the p rin cip le  of underground mechanics w ork
ing on Saturday afternoons. Col. D alrym ple said 
that they as a board had no desire to deprive the 
underground mechanics of their Saturday a fter
noon holiday. They (the d irectors) realised the 
necessity for the men in question getting as much 
fresh air as possib le.”

Strike Proclaimed.
At a subsequent m eeting in the m anager's 

office, Mr. Bulm an said that fo r  that week he 
would allow evei’y possible u nderground m echanic 
away from  the m ine on Saturday afternoon , but 
he desired a week to rearrange hours, and said 
that possibly an extra half-hour du ring  the.other 
five days would have to be worked. At the end o f  the 
week the organisers again saw Mr. Bulm an with 
regard to the new arrangem ent o f  hours. They 
were told  that the managem ent was go in g  to  abide 

• by its previous decision, namely, that the u nder
ground m echanics should work on Saturday a fter
noons.

It was on ,.iay 20 that the m anagem ent finally 
decided to make this change. The workmen de
cided on Sunday, May 25, to hold a ballot early  on

5
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the follow ing  day on the question of strik ing . The 
ballot resulted in favour of a strike, o f which fact 
tlie secretary o f  the Strike Committee, which had 
in the meantim e come into existence, in form ed the 
m anagem ent in terms o f the follow ing  letter :—  

Strike Committee Room s,
G rand Theatre, Benoni,

May 26, 1913.
M anager,

— . Bulm an,
K lein fontein  Gold M ine.
D ear S ir ,— I am instructed by the above Com 

mittee to in form  y ou  that, acting on instructions 
from  the men em ployed 011 the K lein fontein  M ine, 
a strike has been declared until such times as the 
fo llow in g  cond ition s are acceded to, v iz :

1. Reinstatem ent of all men concerned.
2. No Saturday afternoon work.
3. W ork in g  hours underground to be from  7

a.m . to 3.30 p .m ., and from  7 a.m . to 12.30 noon 
011 Saturdays.

A w aiting the favour of your rep ly ,— I am, 
S ir, yours, etc.,

(S igned) J. T. BAIN , 
Secretary, Strike Committee.

As M r. B ain  was not an em ployee o f the New 
K lein fontein  Com pany, 110 reply was sent to this 
letter.

Notice Withdrawn.

The Board o f  the Com pany, however, recon
sidered the alteration  in the hours o f the five 
underground mechanics, and, being advised that 
conceivably the method in which the alteration 
had been m ade m ight be in conflict with the 
Industrial Disputes Prevention Act, a notice w ith
draw ing the alteration and g iv in g  one m onth ’ s 
notice, in terms o f that Act, o f  such alteration 
was posted the day the strike was declared.

On May 27, the Chairm an o f the Com pany 
(Col. D alrym ple) had an interview  with the Benoni 
Town Council, at the instance of the latter, which 
was in com m unication  with the Strike Committee. 
A t this interview  he stated that he would always

be pleased to meet representatives o f employees 
to see whether an amicable settlement could not be 
arrived at, but he could on ly meet actual em
ployees of the com pany. He also gave the assur
ance that there would be no victim isation  o f any 
men on account of the strike.

On further consideration  o f the position , the 
B oard o f the New K lein fontein  Com pany, in a 
letter to the Deputy-M ayor o f Benoni, dated May 
28, withdrew the notice o f  May 26, and agreed to 
revert to  the hours in force on A pril 30, stating 
that if  this offer were accepted it would be pre
pared to reinstate all its employees. The offer to 
meet a committee of employees was also repeated, 
as well as the assurance that 110 v ictim isation  
would take place.

The first news o f this letter to the Benoni 
M unicipality  came to the Strike Committee 
through the press reports. Shortly after the 
receipt o f  the news, two Governm ent officials, 
Messrs. Blundell and Steyn, sought an interview 
with the Strike Committee. A deputation  of 
the latter was appointed to meet them. The 
officials, who came with instructions from  the 
G overnm ent, asked the deputation if  they were 
prepared to accept Col. D alrym ple ’ s offer. The 
reply was in the negative, whereupon the officials 
warned the deputation that the law was being 
broken and that they were liable to  certain pen 
alties. The deputation indicated that they were 
prepared to take all the risk, and the interview 
ended.

The Apex Mines (Gold Section) is under the 
same control as the New K lein fontein  Com pany, 
and on May 31 the strikers induced the men w ork
ing  on this mine to cease work. The men employed 
there were keeping the mine clear o f water, and 
had it not been possible to  keep the pumps going 
a large am ount o f  valuable m achinery would have 

, been destroyed.
On Tuesday, .Tune 2. the Chairm an o f the 

New K leinfontein  Com pany met M r. M urchie, 
who was an employee of the com pany, and also a 
member of the Strike Committee, at that gentle
m an ’ s request. U nfortunately, the m eeting proved

abortive, because this gentleman, while suggesting 
that the com pany should meet a committee of its 
employees, insisted that M r. B ain  should accom
pany them.

Offer of Re-instatement.
%

As the offer made by the com pany in the 
letter to the D eputy-M ayor o f Benoni, a copy of 
which was also posted at the m ine, d id  not induce 
the employees to  return to  w ork, the com pany 
took other steps to resume operations. As, how
ever, it desired to g ive its o ld  employees another 
opportu n ity  o f return ing  to work, a notice was 
posted at the m ine on June 6, reading as follows : 
New K lein fontein  Com pany, Lim ited.

1. The B oard of the New K lein fontein  Com
pany repeats the offer made in the letter dated 
Alay 28, addressed by the Chairm an to the 
Deputy-M ayor o f  Benoni, and also posted 011 the 
mine, and has instructed the management :

(a) To reinstate every man who came out 011 
strike or was discharged in connection 
with the dispute.

(b) To withdraw the notice posted 011 the
26th ultim o, and revert to the hours for 
underground mechanics in force on 
A pril 30.

2. There will be no objection , should the 
m ajority  o f  the m iners prefer it, to starting and 
concluding the Saturday shift somewhat earlier 
than at present, on the distinct understanding 
that the fu ll shift o f eight hours at the face must 
be worked.

3. The B oard is prepared at all times to 
meet a committee composed of the employees o f 
the com pany, and repeats the assurance already 
given that there will be 110 v ictim isation  either 
of the members o f  such committee or of any other 
employees on strike or discharged in connection 
with the dispute.

4. The com pany will pay off at their offices 
on the m ine all men on strike on M onday next, 
June 9, between the hours o f  10 a.m. and 3 p.m .

5. The above offer o f reinstatement w ill only 
apply to those men who return to work on or

6
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before W ednesday, June 11, 1913, at the usual 
hours.

B v order o f the Board,
E. H. BULM AN,

M anager.
June G, 1913.
This notice went even further than the letter 

to the D eputy-M ayor of Benoni in the attem pt to 
satisfy the strikers.

Tw o days p r ior  to  the date by which the men 
were required to return to work in terms of the 
above notice an interview  took place between the 
Chairm an o f  the Com pany, accom panied by Sir 
George F arrar, and representatives o f all the 
employees o f the com pany. This interview  did 
not result in any understanding being arrived 
at.

Im m ediately after June 11, the com pany 
began to make preparations for  the resum ption 
of w ork, and to engage men to replace those on 
strike. W ith in  a week 100 stamps were w orking.

Position of Strike-Breakers.
On June 17 Col. D alrym ple met a deputation 

o f  ex-employees o f  the com pany representing 
various departm ents. The deputation agreed to 
accept the terms as offered in the notice of June
6, but insisted upon the uncond itional reinstate
ment o f every man out on strike. Between June 
11 and June 17, however, the com pany had 
engaged some 50 men to replace strikers, and the 
Chairm an pointed out that the dem and for  uncon
dition al reinstatem ent was therefore impossible 
o f  fulfilm ent, as the com pany was pledged and in 
honour bound to stand by these men. He offered, 
however, to re-employ every man he possibly could , 
and further proposed that where any vacancies 
occu rred  in the future these vacancies should be 
filled as far as possible from  n list o f form er 
employees o f  the com pany, and offered to try  to 
obtain  em ploym ent on other mines fo r  those who 
could not be re-employed by the New K lein fontein  
Com pany. This offer was subm itted by the depu

tation  to the strikers, who rejected it on a ballot 
by 235 votes to one.

On June 19, certain o f the strikers and mem
bers of the Strike Committee went to the m ine 
o f the Van Ryn Estates before the shift went 
down in the m orning, and a ballot was taken on 
the question of the men on that mine go in g  on 
strike. The result was that 127 voted against 
and 80 in favour o f  strik ing. In spite of this 
result, the Van Ryn men were persuaded into 
g o in g  out on strike by Mr. B ain , who in a 
vehement speech declared that the New K lein fon 
tein men were being brought to their knees.

On June 20 certain strike leaders were 
arrested. This was the first occasion on which 
proceedings were taken under the Industria l D is
putes Prevention Act.

On Saturday, June 21. the New M odderfon- 
tein m ine was visited by the strikers, and its 
employees were induced to come out.

On June 22 General Smuts paid  a visit to 
Benoni to enquire into the strike.

Strike-Breaker Assaulted.
On June 23 a mob attacked a strike-breaker, 

an electrician  em ployed at the Apex M ine. The 
police charged, and made two arrests, but were 
subsequently forced to release their prisoners. The 
follow ing day the mob at Benoni attem pted to 
destroy a m otor-car belonging to  the New K lein 
fontein  C om pany; threats were used o f dynam iting 
an hotel ; a consignment o f mattresses en route to 
the New K leinfontein  were burned. The police 
authorities now began to take a serious view o f 
the situation , and the Benoni police were strongly 
rein forced  from  all quarters.

On June 20, the Governm ent published a 
notice to the effect that in terms of Law G, of 1894 
(Transvaal.), Section 9, assemblies in squares and 
streets of m ore than six persons within the M un i
c ipality  o f Benoni were prohibited . Nevertheless, 
on Sunday, June 29, a mass m eeting wras allowed 
to be held in Benoni, and special tra ins were run 
by the railw ay to take sympathisers from  other 
parts o f the Reef to the meeting. The strikers 
were jubilant. It is worthy o f note that a circu lar

was spread broadcast along the Reef in v itin g  men 
to come to this m eeting armed, and an advertise
ment in the same terms was also published in a 
section o f  the local press. A t this meeting, at 
which several thousand persons were present, two 
resolutions were moved, and eventually declared

%carried  unanim ously. They w e re :—-
That this m eeting demands the recognition 

of the r igh t of free speech and public meeting, 
and condem ns the action of the Governm ent in 
attem pting to curta il % and interfere with the 
liberties o f the people.

F urther, that this meeting is in favour of 
the calling  o f a general strike in the interests 
o f the workers, believing that general better
ment o f the w orking conditions can be secured.

A fter the m eeting the crow d made a hostile 
dem onstration at the New K lein fontein , but dis
persed without resorting to violence. From  that 
afternoon, however, the strike assumed a much 
graver aspect.

Pulling out the Mines.
Market Square Meeting.

Though the Benoni dem onstration was unac
com panied by violence, it was on ly the earnest 
w arnings o f  some o f the strike leaders that 
averted an attack on the New K leinfontein  mine, 
and it was quite apparent that the temper o f  the 
strikers had become sharper. D uring  the next 
few days a strange tension was noticeable in 
Benoni. There was serious talk o f m aking the 
strike general, and incitem ents to violence were 
heard on every side. Police poured into the 
town from  all over the country. A half-battalion 
of R oyal Scots Fusiliers arrived, fu lly  armed. 
On the M onday m orn ing  a crowd o f over 700 
assembled and then marched on Brakpan and 
ad jo in in g  mines, u rg in g  a general strike. On 
the follow ing days the crusaders struck out in
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other d irections. The result was that by Thurs
day half the industry  was paralysed. The p ro 
cess of “  pu llin g  out ”  represented an entirely 
new phase o f  labour tactics. The issue o f  the 
ballot in no way altered the sequel. The strikers 
assembled outside the m ain gates were in every 
case determ ined that the workers on the mine 
they visited  should jo in  their ranks. If the ballot 
was unfavourable, persuasive methods were 
attem pted. If these fa iled  in tim idation  was 
resorted to. On the other hand, m any workers 
showed a d isinclination  to strike at the first 
request, because they knew that in the last resort 
they would be compelled to go  out, and then 
appearances w ould be more in their favour. 
W hatever the factors contributin g  to the success 
o f the “ p u llin g  o u t ”  tactics, the industrial 
paralysis it  occasioned was viewed with the 
greatest concern throughout the country.

M oreover, the destruction o f  property  became 
a com m on occurrence. The Cason m ine was 
storm ed, and a portion  o f the iron  fence torn 
down. Germ iston was taken by surprise by  the 
mob. A gan g  o f men engaged in road  w ork were 
forced to “  down ”  their tools. On the W ednes
day n ight the police and troops at Benoni were 
attacked, and an effort was made to rush the gates 
o f the New K lein fontein  m ine. Several strike
breakers were badly  mauled and a load o f fu rn i
ture was captured and burnt.

A t dusk on T hursday, July 3, practically  all 
the mines had stopped w orking, and in sympathy 
w ith the m iners the Am algam ated Society o f 
Engineers decided on a strike, and it was an
nounced that ballots would be taken in the course 
o f  a few davs bv other trade unions to determ ine 
whether the strike should be supported by them. 
The whole o f  the Rand was in a ferm ent o f  excite
ment, and when it was announced that the G overn
ment had prohibited  a m eeting which the strikers 
proposed to  hold the follow ing  day on the Johan
nesburg M arket Square it was felt the storm  was 
about to burst.

A  Black Friday.
Police Charge on Market Square.

The wave of anarchy which swept Johannesburg 
began 011 the afternoon of F riday , July 4, on the 
M arket-square. A grand dem onstration had been 
advertised to take place at 2 o ’ clock to celebrate 
the accomplishment of a general strike o f  all 
workers. A vast crowd flowed over the open space 
and then stood expectant. A  strong force  o f armed 
men was in position . They com prised police, both 
foot and mounted, a detachment o f the S .A .M .R ., 
and two squadrons o f the 1st R oyal D ragoons. The 
cavalrym en were armed with carbines and swords, 
and the mounted police with pickhandles. The 
leading representatives of law and order were 
General O ’ Brien, M r. T. G. Truter (the Com m is
sioner o f Police), and Mr. H. O. Buckle (the Chief 
M agistrate). For the first quarter o f  an hour the 
crow d moved restles&ly about; m any o f the specta
tors feared that they m ight have to go away d isap
pointed , and a number of “ hooligans”  waited for 
someone to g ive them the lead, while a large body 
o f strikers determined that at all costs a m eeting 
should be held. W hat rankled in their m inds was 
the arb itrary  curtailm ent o f the liberty  o f speech. 
E arly  in the proceedings m any exclam ations were 
heard, such as: “ And this is a B ritish  c o u n tr y !”  
or “ Are we in R u ssia?”  The throng was densest 
in fron t o f  the m ounted police, who seemed to have 
an irrita tin g  effect. There was a good deal o f boo
in g , and occasionally a w ild speech was greeted 
with r in g in g  cheers.

Mr. W . H. M organ, the T .M .A . organiser for 
the Central W itwatersrand, was the first to suggest 
to the crow d that the wisest course was to disperse. 
Somewhat discomfited by the way in which his re
marks were received, lie made his way to Mr. 
Truter, who was standing near the D ragoons at 
the bottom  o f the Square. Ho asked M r. Truter 
what his orders were. The Com missioner said that 
no meetings or processions could be held. Mr.

M organ said that, now he knew what M r. T ruter ’ s 
instructions were, he thought that if  he could speak 
a few words to the crow d from  a spot where a large 
number could hear h im , the strikers would take his 
advice and go home. “ V ery g o o d ,”  observed the 
Com missioner prom ptly  ; “ I ’ ll go with y o u .”

An im provised p la tform  was round in the form  
o f a trolley at the corner of President-street and 
Fraser-street. M r. M organ ascended the trolley, 
followed by Mr. T ruter. A little later, M r. Buckle 
and M ajor Douglass clim bed up. Then a few 
Labour leaders, in clud ing  M r. J. A . Clark, Mr. 
Tom  Mathews and Mr. J. T. Bain got a footing. 
Soon the fra il p latform  was covered by swarm ing 
strikers on every side.

The Commissioner’s Advice.
A ddressing the crow d, which at this time 

could  hardly have numbered less than 5,000, Mr. 
T ruter sa id : “ I just have to tell you that the G o
vernment has prohibited  these meetings. It is, 
therefore, no good your h anging  about h ere ; so I 
advise you all to go off qu ietly .”  These remarks 
were follow ed by a chorus o f  hisses and groans. 
M r. W . H. M organ spoke to the same effect. “ A 
certain  am ount o f d iscip lin e ,”  Mr. M organ went 
on to say, “ must be m aintained, and Colonel 
Truter here is desirous, as representing the G o
vernm ent, that you should d isperse.”  A scene o f 
utter confusion  ensued. Out o f the babel o f cries 
fierce shouts which were distinguishable occasional
ly  arose. One h eard : “ Tell him  to  put down the 
pickhandles.”  “ W hy d id  they challenge us to fight 
them ?”  “ Come along to the Trades H a ll !” — all 
to the accom panim ent o f  boos, incoherent cries and 
questions, but no cheers.

M r. Clark, of the B oilerm akers’ Society, fo l
lowed M r. M organ, and warned his hearers against 
violence—-“ because our opponents are stronger 
than we are” — but he urged them to remain and 
hold the m eeting, and put up others to take the 
place o f any speakers who m ight be arrested. He 
insisted on an absolute right of free speech, and 
told  the crow d to exercise that right, in spite of 
soldiers and police.
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The crow d had now got its way. It was a 
M arket-square meeting after a ll ;  a proh ibited  on e ,' 
too, and, despite the Governm ent and law and 
order, go in g  strong.

M r. J. T. B ain , the next speaker, struck this 
note. “ We are here,”  he exclaim ed, “ to  exercise 
the highest function  that can devolve upon us and 
all citizens— the preservation  of the right of free 
speech. We will hold our meeting in spite o f  the 
law, and, if  one m an ’ s blood be shed” — the re
m ainder o f the sentence was lost in a tempest of 
applause. When som ething like quiet was restored, 
Mr. Bain  concluded by stating, apparently in 
reference to the em ploym ent o f  the m ilitary , “ that 
they should do as the Boors d id  of o ld ” — a rem ark 
which was met with rapturous cheers. Shortly 
after Mr. M organ ’ s speech, M r. T ruter, M ajor 
Douglass and Mr. Buckle jum ped down from  the 
trolley, and proceeded to the corner of the Square, 
where the foot police  were posted. A  movement 
from  that quarter was at once apparent. Orders 
had evidently  been given to disperse the crow d 
round the trolley, and to remove that crazy vehicle.

Stone Throwing Begins.

The foot police  in a double row tackled 
the crow d with the greatest energy and good 
hum our. Their ob ject was to force the people on 
one side into the Square, and on the other into 
Fraser-street, and so clear a road to the trolley. 
But their num bers were too few, wrestle as they 
m ight for a footin g , and the m ounted police from  
the Post Office end of the Square were sent for. 
They came up briskly, pickhandles in hand, and 
swept the crow d out o f the Square, past the trolley 
and down Fraser-street. H alf-a-dozen constables 
now seized the shafts o f  the trolley  and took it 
down the Square at the trot, where it remained 
under the shelter of the cavalry. It was now that 
the stone-throw ing began. The fusilade was p a r
ticu larly  constant and well-aim ed from  the roof of

P ietersen ’ s chem ist shop at the corner of President 
and Fraser streets. Here a number o f youths 
pelted the mounted and foot police, who were still 
striv in g  to force the people down Fraser-street. 
Several police were struck. A flimsy barricade of 
barrels and boxes had been erected across the mouth 
of the street.

It was decided to let the police charge down 
Fraser-street. The foot police in a mom ent whisked 
the boxes and barrels out of the road to g ive a pass
age to horsemen. Then, with the foot police 
running  in front, em pty-handed as they were, the 
m ounted broke through and past them, and p u r
sued the flying crowd to Pritchard-street and out 
o f  sight. They were soon, however, recalled. The 
foot police, who had stayed behind, were getting 
a b it restive under the nerve-racking showers of 
stones and bricks which flew tr ick ily  from  the shop 
and roof and from  the side-walk.

Scattering the Crowd.

U ntil now no blood had been shed. But the 
ga llin g  stone-throw ing never slackened. M r. 
T ruter and Mr. Buckle advanced tow ards Fraser- 
street. Wnen the mounted police moved up to sup
port the foot, the cavalry had been dism ounted, 
and stood carbines in hand. A sharp order brought 
them into their saddles, and swords were drawn. 
General O ’ Brien had ridden along with Mr. Truter 
and Mr. Buckle to Fraser-street. As the stones fell 
fast, Mr. Truter turned to the General, the General 
turned his head to the trum peter and said, “ Sound 
the a la rm !”  This was at seven m inutes to three. 
The silvery notes thrilled the crow d v isib ly , but 
the cavalry  Stood fast. Follow ing the w arning , Mr. 
Truter and Mr. Buckle fell back tow ards the 
Dragoons. The Chief M agistrate was struck by a 
ricochetting h alf-brick  on the leg. The crow d fo l
lowed them in a straggling line across the Square. 
It seemed that the excitement was fizzing ou t, and 
that the crow d would disperse. There was a sort

of unspoken suggestion o f leaving the forces of law 
and order in com m and of the situation. But a 
su rprisin g  th ing happened. Presently the mounted 
police swept out of the corner of the Square next 
Lewis and M arks’ B u ild ing  at the gallop . They 
were h old ing  their pickhandles poised to strike. 
The crow d, such as it was, flew in all directions, 
and how few in numbers they were was shown by 
the fact that on ly  two men and one woman were 
struck down.

The m ounted men wheeled when they came to 
the cavalry  corner, and went back. Then the foot 
police ran out and picked up the wounded. 
Throughout the afternoon the cavalry  charged but 
once. That was m ore in the nature o f  a dem on
stration. W ith drawn swords they cantered up to 
the old M arket House and back. One m an, who 
could not scramble out of the way in tim e, was 
buffeted, but got • into M arket Street without 
in ju ry . One o f the most seriously in ju red  was 
Sergeant Jack, o f  the police, who dashed into the 
crow d with an officer to arrest a man whose missiles 
were particu larly  well-aim ed. On return ing  in 
the direction  o f his comraues, Sergeant Jack was 
hit in the mouth by a bottle thrown from  the crow d.

About 4 o ’clock  a large number of people in 
the crow d turned their attention to the tram cars, 
which they held up, a woman being especially con 
spicuous in this connection . The strikers rode 
down to the Power Station 011 the captured trams. 
The rabble had already made their way thither, 
and for a few minutes they had com plete command 
o f the place, sw arm ing even into the engine-room . 
They did  not stay long, and the strikers themselves 
discountenanced the attack. However, engines were 
stopped, and all work ceased, and the m ob left, 
believing that the c ity  would be in darkness. As 
soon as they had left, strong m ilita ry  protection 
was requisitioned, and the station was again put 
in w orking order. Had the city  been plunged in 
darkness that F rid ay  night, it is inconceivable 
what, an in fern o it m ight have become.
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