
Agcurut, bax>tgrmuids of 1%us 
qr'L^rururUd rrus rruxruxo'̂ nu-jub of
ik&> *jisrrir-rrvj uicL> fWaff{he^uUlr^ 
^yxioufariAj oosb o f lustruxj ou x̂JLb
pY -Xf 3 oLOJj £fc*y:iMJixy OmA s 
bxp/rtb o f  J/tOf)S 'JUV̂ O fisnrro ftru,
P. £. fit xcb jmiCs OMxrbL&xtirn,.
Ihz, Sfaycuvny bz<fxvL ?*- oxJiudjjj 
I j  P la -K k r  z k c C  a * ,  e^ iin u x M o d s  
Z55 ooo pzcpUs hs^fjjy'-Azob. 'for 

J  dbcup pto fio  shutcd, frvcUnns 
jfbjJLz, xj/-rn/ou.yidL> se,foXdj&s xsids 
frui> wot> police, rrbc-<j*jĵ  xLoru> ~tU-̂ s 
rocucU of 1Wo imiri&hlps ■ -On, fUji,
, %&b d a n  iU -&  poiiQo> I ' j j ' j i e d s  
isTvsr^ tu h z d s  h& si i w S z  .

ln> ULtfsjvh/.xa*, 'tka pe-opU^
6 U fp o s tt/is  ~ $U / SfOM/XUMUj Ujffl/L/

f.ifspL̂  becna kllU /i/ cu> ou H ŝulb. 
f t r j  vaJs. ft> be> bx-tcO djKrjrsx i 1*t-i»

urtf-kzry^s IruxcL pHZWovuAUj bfZr^ 

bCtflM/t j XT/Is SO p f a l  (JJZL&

1r  in?ids -fhz -fjjrizva.16 of i % o ^  j  
p? 3pit, 7K> F^u/yzdjxxj i~ fUax/ohs.

Or^ W e d jik io U iU j !ru>u/rusor, 7 ^

fjjL/ia U. tjih.t*t> bajwuL-db but T/u>

KW-jj'^isyA^ ■ Bu/y p-^cpU, ch,

irjxsjiaj /jftrt/ net, jiAnfi&ds. On* 

TnjjLusdav m^rvrjsiv! ptopLi, begun, 

jc .xe^tfkbU isu i^yidjiruv C q j u m c

■fc- KztMSL, f v x r u p j v b  -ft ivrw'l’ ~fr

VajI -  f iw z v n .u . n u  ICUfR, flc b w h L o }
* • /

]£ k m  lujxu- Poliu.‘ iMWJtds oltjcU  

f 'pe^rr'X’ ~forru kJXX'dvn-o

■frs, our<sL- t'.d- nci> -rffctk

X  f J J  ■

k i< I ' r i -  M  d :

ITlost- e v ittc n c &  iro c U o c t^  i% o .£ - 

mood/ o f-fko  cuvufcO uj-oa pcsxccjtM 
(XxnxO H uxJy ih -O K y u k j-o  n c  

sfvru<5 yv ptfoT>l borrvts.

« c tu f » :  WttLfE DE KLERK, W eek en d  Argu*

Shotgun clamped between his legs a riot squad policeman buys a newspaper 
at a police roadblock on the outskirts of the Uitenhage township of Langa. 

Cars and sometimes their occupants ware searched.
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Botha: Reds were 

behind violence
P o l i t ic a l  C o rre sp o n d e n t
C A P E  TOW N -  The 
M in is te r  of L a w  and  O r 
der .  M r Louis  le G ra n g e ,  . 
y e s t e rd a y  e x p re s s e d  his 
sy m p a th y  w ith  the  nex t-  
of-kin of those  k il led  and  
wounded  in the shoo t ing  
a t  U i ten h ag e  
' He sa id  a “c a l c u la te d  
d is to r t ion  of the  fac ts"  
had  been  r e la y e d  to  th e  
m edia

In a sp e c ia l  s t a t e m e n t  
in the  House of A s s e m 
bly sh o r t ly  a f t e r  5pm, 
Mr Le G r a n g e  sa id  he 
had to announce ,  with  
r e g re t ,  th a t  “a m os t  un 
f o r tu n a te  inc iden t  took 
p lace  a b o u t  10am th is  
m o r n i n g  w h e n  p o l i c e  
w e r e  fo rce d  to open  f ire 
on a c ro w d  e s t im a te d  a t  
b e tw e e n  3 000 an d  4 000 
n e a r  U i te n h a g e  in the 
E a s t e r n  Cape".

T h e  c r o w d ,  a r m e d  
w ith  s tones,  s t icks ,  p e t 
rol b o m b s  and  br icks,  
w a s  m a r c h in g  on the 
h ig h w a y  to w a r d s  U i te n 
ha g e  f ro m  th e  L a n g a  
tow nsh ip ,  he sa id.

M r  Le G r a n g e  sa id  
th a t  a b o u t  one k i lo m e t re  
f rom  U i te n h a g e  a  po l ice  
unit  cons is t ing  of 19 
m e n ,  and  led by a l ieu 
te n a n t ,  c o n f ro n te d  the 
m a r c h in g  c row d.

The of f ice r  in c h a r g e  
c l im b e d  on to  his veh ic le  
and  told th e  l e a d e r  th a t  
the  m a r c h  w a s  i l legal  in 
t e r m s  of the  p roh ib it ion  
on o p e n -a i r  g a th e r in g s .

When the  c ro w d  w a s  
a b o u t  f ive m e t r e s  f ro m  
the  police, th e  o f f ice r  
f ired  a w a rn in g  sho t  into 
th e  g round  n e x t  to  the  
leader .

M r  Le G r a n g e  sa id  the  
p o l i c e  w e r e  s u d d e n l y  
s u r ro u n d e d  an d  p e l ted  
w ith  s tones ,  s t ic k s  and  
o th e r  m iss i les ,  inc lud ing  
p e t ro l  bom bs.

fa r
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M r  L O U IS  

LE G R A N G E  
. . .  s y m p a t h y

The police officer had 
no a l te rna t ive  but to 
give the order  to fire in 
self-defence.

Six R1 bu l le ts ,  27 sh o t 
gun c a r t r i d g e s  an d  10 
p is to l  sh o ts  w e r e  f ired.

M r  L e  G r a n g e  c o n 
c luded :  “ I a m  p a r t i c u 
l a r l y  p e r t u r b e d  t h a t ,  
n o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e  fac t  
t h a t  th e  p o l ice  a n d  m y  
office  i n fo rm e d  th e  m e 
dia  of th e  c o r r e c t  fac ts  
a s  qu ick ly  a s  poss ib le  
a f t e r  th e  inc iden t ,  it 
c a m e  to m y  no t ice  tha t  
g r o s s l y  e x a g g e r a t e d  
m e s s a g e s  had  been  r e 
layed  to th e  m e d ia .

‘‘T h ese  s t a te d  t h a t  the 
police had  op en ed  up 
with  m a c h in e  guns  and 
th a t  w o u n d e d  p eop le  had 
been  sho t  d e a d  in cold 
b lood.”

T he  L e a d e r  of  th e  O p
position, D r  F  v a n  Zvl 
S lab b e r t ,  s a id  t h e r e  had  
b een  u n c e r t a i n t y  a bou t  
the  whole  m a t t e r  of 
w h e th e r  p e r m is s io n  had 
b e e n  g iven fo r  f u n e ra ls  
to be held.

At f i rs t  p e rm iss io n  
had  been  g iven  fo r  th e m  
to be  held  on Sunday ,  
an d  then  for  y e s te rd a y .

"B ut they w ere carrying 
sticks,  stones and bricks with 
them  and when the police 
told them  you cannot dem on
s t r a t e  in this way and the 
bur ia ls  a r e  on Sunday, of 
which they w ere  well in
formed. they s ta r ted  th row 
ing stones a t  the police.

“Now you don't  go to a bur
ial to throw stones do you; 
you Should be weeping when 
you go to  a burial ,” be said.

Expla in ing  why the police 
had opened fire, Mr Botha 
said "You had 4 000 people 
with stones, sticks and bricks 
try ing  to force the police out 
of the way. T here  were 18 
policemen, young policemen, 
and a warning shot was fired 
next  to the leader , not at him, 
tu show that  he must  slop and 
t h e  o f f i c e r  in c o m m a n d  
requested  them to stop their  
m a rc h  but they wouldn 't lis
ten.

"And then, after they were 

attacked by stones and bricks 

and sticks, only then did be 

open Dre," he said.

By PATRICK CULL

Political Correspondent 

C A PE TOWN — The violence 
al Langa near  Uitenhage on 
T h u r s d a y  w h ic h  le f t  IS 
people deaii ana  more thari 3u 
wounded was partia!i> cor?,- 
munsst inspired the State 
P resident .  Mr P W Botha 
said on Saturda>

I n t e r v i e w e d  b \  T e d  
Koppe! on the ABC pro 
g r a m m e ,  N ig h  t i m e ,  M r  
Botha said p a r t  of the unrest 
w a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  " b y  
people^who do not have the 
real  in te res ts  of those people 
a t  h e a r t1

S k e t c h i ng  Thu rsday ' s  

events, the S tate President 
said three to four thousand 
p e o p le  " s u d d e n ly  s t a r t e d  
m arch ing  under the pretence 
that  they w ere going to  at 
tend a funera l"

A ttacking tne UDF. the 
S tate  Pres iden t  said the Afri
can Nat ional  Congress had
started in filtra tin g  the rr.me- 
r.eru

1 sa \  ti;an> ul tn t  actions 
of the I ’P F  a n  c o m m u n e  
i n s , : r t d  to overthrow tin 
State to overthrow the go.id 
o rder in this counir \

"The\ want to make this 
country ungovernable and 
we a re  not going to al io* it 
This is a civilised state , ar. j 
as long as 1 a m  P r e s i d e s  
and 1 think a f te r  me those 
who come into power,  will 
not allow the State to be 
over thrown by force."

Mr Botna stressed that he 
was going to keep order in 
South Africa and that  "no 
body in the world is going to 
stop me from keeping order
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SIGNED : JCHN FILA

d_ jx r s o r ^ l  accoont o  ̂ tV \e

" I t  w a s n 't  d  no<»vv3\ so^c of fwcyal. I t  Waci 
Sorrow and g n e f , but t'n^^e v^as som ething 
e \s t  ds v<t\\ - Aete/mmaWw-*. T'oe sp ir it Chat 
s*3vd ■ "fou Q>Wt W'U us a \\ ■ Koth*n3 wv\l sfof us 
^o tn  attamiA^ o\>< f'ftcdom,”

lo lot pavt cf <9 crowd cf tytousaods of peopk was 
a nev4 «Ape<Ceace. I  «*f>ec\ec* to fte\ dmciet'Lj - a 

v̂ Wite ptrsoo a ^ -o g s t  so w j  grieyvAg aocj 
angr^) 'ol&cfcs ' b u t  X felt absolutely safe. Tv̂ e. 

am^er vm&s divected at a goNewweot, » violent 
political s^stew) . TViey accefted th a t I  to ^ id  

cinat a^gcv tco.
Ih<_ 5pe«/>es Ijsted about joor Vioû s > ^hen it was 
tVtt buTi8\. v jt d'd'ril (j(X Yvzi tWe graves, fcut

standing on tne  roo(- of- a house, it became 
Cl t e r  jus* View y a ^  people \Ntvt cwere . TVic sfir«t 
was one oV U '̂V  ̂ , a corW5'o o^rti5io/> a«d a 
co<̂ v̂ cv̂  strung IC-,
VJa\^ng toack to OiWiWage, \\ wa; s u ^ s itc d  
th a t v^i tav ê a dwoov to a\ioid & miltl-&r^ road- 
blocVv. TWe. idea of- t o m g  to a\ip pa&t Sout^ 

Africavi solditrs was quite a sWock -  X could 
Uave Vjeeo one of tVie*^. Peopl*. Viave spok.e^ 
atoout a omU wav >>, Souch A^nc<j, and 
tWi's wiade_ tv«. /taUtv^ of it  cleav to us."

NAME : ZIMISELO YILANI

ADORESS : 144, 10TH AVENUE, KABAH LOCATION

SIGNED AND SWORN TO BEFORE A CQmiSSICNER OF OATHS AT UITENHAGE 

on 22 MARCH 1985.

NAME : JC»!N FILA

ADDRESS : 368, 1Sth AVENUE. KABA LCCAVJON. 
I “

STA 'T O -il^s’T  :

S T A T T T 'lE N l’ :

On tlie 21 March I went to 24th Square to get transport to tie 
funeral at Kwarobuhle. We boarded a van. At this time a 
hippo arrived and police got out, there were black and white 
police. They stopped us and asked us where we were going, 
we told them we were going to the funeral at Kwanobuhle. They 
told us to get out and threatened us with guns. They did not 
tell us why and we were afraid to ask. We then decided that we 
would walk if we were not allowed to ride. There were four people 
who were telling people to walk. I think that they were Rastifaris. 
They told us we must walk quietly with no singing or shouting. We 
did so, walking in a crcvad, we were talking but not singing. The 
hippo was driving down the road ahead of us. We ware carrying sun 
shades and jackets over our shoulders. I did not see any sticks, 
rocks or spears. The hippo stopped on a rise and parked across 
the road. There was a bey riding a bicycle ahead of us. When he 
got to about ten metres fran the hippo vie were about twanty metres 
behind him. All of a sudden a shot was fired and the boy on the 
b ic y c le  fell. No warning was given and we were not told to stop..’
No teargas had been fired. There was no wind, it was a calm and £unn> 
day. The boy who was shot was just in front of me. I saw that he 
had been shot through the head and his brains were on the road. 1 •• 
turned and ran as did the others but the police were shooting at all of 
us, people were falling on either side of me. Cue of those who fell 
was one of the Rastifaris who had told us to walk. I was afraid that 
I would be shot so I fell to the ground. ^he Rasti was in front of 
me. He tried to get to his feet. I heard scmeone call out in Zulu.
He shouted "Fhindelela, phindelela iRasta, isaphila" (Shoot again, shoot 

again the Rasti is still alive).

A nirnber of shots were fired and the Rasta fell to the ground. I thin> 
he was then dead. I was very afraid and got qp and ran bending over 
double. I saw another hippo in the road behind us in the direction I 
was ruining. A shot was fired at me wounding me be lew ny left ear. 
There was a culvert next to me under the road. I ran towards it and 
was hit again in my left thigh and right leg. I dived into the culvert 
and hid in it . I lay there for maybe half an hour but I tad no watch. 
I could hear odd shots being fired at first but afterwards the shooting

There was a helicopter. Bodies **re being 

I then ran hone.

SIGNED : ZIMISELO YXLANO

1 the undersigned hereby take oat), and swrar that

I was mDvi'.-j dcvn 17th Avt hc^dir.t fcr Ok funeral. I joined the 
procession next to Kita’ s Shop. There- was a hippo in front of 
the procession and anotheg:..alongside. We went down Maduna Road.
Seme elderly vouan were eocfuiig; and sone policeman waved to them 
to join the procession. A nian was in front on a bicycle and a 
White man on a hippo pointed a gon and shot him. The policeman 
did not say the people must go back.-. I saw no stones being 
thrown or any spears or petrel bembs. There was no warning 
when he was shot and then the police fired at the crowd. The 
people were in front of the hippo thsy were not around it . When 
the police fired I threw my pelf onto the ground. I heard the 

fspolice say we must kill all the people still alive. They did not 
see I was still alive. The police put stones on the road. The 
ambulances ĉ ame and I was pjt in an ambulance. The people who were wounded 
were trying to run away and the police were beating them. In the hospital 
I ran to the toilet where I cleaned the blood frem my clothes. I then 
walked slcwly out of the hospital and went Irme.
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U’hage 
faces ba
of criticiS

H ERA LD
C O R R E S P O N D E N T S  

SOUTH A frica  faced  a b a r 
ra g e  of loca l and  in te r 
n a tio n a l c r i tic is m  y e s te r 
day . ra n g in g  from  g u ard ed  
re b u k es  to  o u tra g ed  con 
d em n a tio n  .an d  c a lls  for 
san c tio n s , ov er the  d ea th s  
of 18 b lack s  in U itenhage.

The L a w y ers  lo r H um an 
R ig h ts  s aid in a  s ta te m e n t 
th a t a u th o r ita r ia n  in te r fe r 
en ce  w ith  a r ig h t a s  bas ic  as 
b u ry in g  one 's  dead  w as 
u n a c c e p ta b le  in v ir tu a lly  
an y  c irc u m s ta n c e s .

"W hen th is  in te rfe re n c e  
is p e rp e t ra te d  in an  a tm o 
sp h e re  of ongoing ra c ia l 
ten sion  it c a n  only, as  has 
now  been  seen , lead  to  d i
s a s te r ."

T h e  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  
issued  jo in tly  by M r J u le s  
B row tle . SC. n a tio n a l c h a ir 
m a n  of L a w y ers  for H um an 
R i g h t s ,  a n d  M r B a r r y  
J a n im v .  r e g io n a l  c h a i r 
m an.

P ro fe s so r  John  D ugard , 
d ire c to r  fo r the  C en tre  fo r 
A pplied  L eg a l S tud ies  a t  
t t je  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W it-  
w a 'te rs ra n d  and  p ro fesso r 
of law , y e s te rd a y  ca lled  fo r 
th e  sack in g  of th e  M in is te r 
of L aw  an d  O rder, M r Louis 
le  G ran g e .

T he J e w ish  co m m u n ity  
o t  T app  h as py n ressed  
its f le e p  c o n c e rn e d  a p p re 
hension  4!ltl Said it w ished 
(o E x p re ss  i ts  sy m p a th ie s  
w ith , and  co n do lences  to,, 
th e  b e re a v e d  fam ilies .

•T h e  S o u th  A f r i c a n  
C a th o lic  B ishop 's  C on fer
e n c e  s a id  y e s te rd a y  no

a m o u n t of p rovocation  — if 
th e re  w as any  — could have 
ju s tif ie d  the  shootings.

In  a s t a t e m e n t ,  th e  
SACBC c a lled  on a ll South 
A frican  to  show  th e if g r i e j j  
fo r those  k illed  by ot>3e(V 
ing a day  of m ourn ing .

T he Or g an isa tio n  of A fri
can  U nitv  (OAU) dem anded  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  a c t i o n  
a g a in s t P re to r ia , and  the  
C o m m o n w ealth  s e c re ta ry -  
g en e ra l, Mr, S h rid a th  R am - 
pha l, c a lle d  fo r econom ic 
sanc tions .

The US S e c re ta ry  of 
S ta te . M r G eo rge  Snultz, 
c a lled  the  shoo tings a  ude-

is try  sp o k esm an  re c a lle d  
its  co ndem nation  of a p a r t 
heid.

W est G erm an y  voiced  its 
“g rav e  co ncern" and the 
F o re ig n  M in is try  in Bonn 
sa id  tension  in South A frica  
could only be e lim in a ted  by 
ending  a p a rth e id  and g iv 
ing  b lacks  po litic a l and  so
c ia l righ ts.

Ir ish  F o re ign  M in is tp r  

M r  Pp tp r H a rry  ronH pm npd  

the du flin g  a s  an  o u tra g e }  
"T he jpailliH lU  syttUIII, as 
long as it ex ists , w ill con 
tin u e  to  b reed  v io lence, r e 
p ression  and  in ju s tice  in 
South A frica ,” he sa id  in a

p lo ra b le  ta c t ic ” w hich h o ^ s ta te m e n ^ 
w as n o t p re p a re d  to  d e f e n d ^ '  The U N  se c re ta ry -g e n e r-  

P re s id e n t R eagan , w h o s ? ^  D r J a v ie r  P e re z  d eC u e l 
nH m in ic tra iinn  has a nnii«v*  Tar, sa id  th e re  could be n<

International
Reaction

ad m in is tra tio n  has a 
of frien d sh ip  w ith  P reto : 
c a l lc d  “ c o n s t r u c t iv e  en  
g ag e m e n t,” w as m ild e r  in‘ 
his c r i t icism .

He d e p lo r e d  a p a rth e id  
and sa id  c lashes  Detwlec 
po lice  and  d em o n stra to r; 
w hich  p roduced the  killii 
w e re  (Tragi(D he sail 
“T h e re  is  an e lem ent 
S outh  A frica  th a t 
w a n t a  p ea ce fu l settle]
. . .  w ho w a n t violence" 
s tr e e ts .” v  

T he Sw edish P r im e  M in
is te r . M r O lof P a lm e , sa id  
th e  shoo ting  w as "u n lo rtu - 
n a te , sh am e fu l and  d esp ic a 
b le ” and  “ th e  lo g ica l conse
q u en c e  of a  fu n d am en ta lly  
ev il s y s te m ” . -  y 

F ra n c e  condem ned  
i t  d e s c r i b e d  a s  “ th e  
in c re a s e  in b ru ta l r e p re s 
s ion" in South A frica , and 
an  E x te rn a l R e la tio n s  Min-

no
p^ace in South A frica  so 
lo p t fa s  the  b lack  m a jo rity  
-.«$)4 d ep rived  of hum an  

5 and  k ep t out of the  
n a l m a in s tre a m . 
e  OAU said  in A ddis 

4J}aba it w as seek ing  an  u r 
g e n t m e e tin g  of the  U nited  
~ la tjons  S ecu rity  Council to  

S.COflStder a p p r o p r i a t e  
a iu re s  to  (en d  the  kill- 
g i n  South A frica.,
Ph« O A U  c h a i r m a n ,  

P re s id e n t Ju liu s  N y e re re  of 
T anzan ia , sa id  A f r ic a 'w a s  
d ism ay ed  by su p p o rt W est
e rn  c o u n trie s  s til l  g av e  
P re to r ia .M .;

N ew  Z ealand  P r im e  M in
is te r  M r D avid  L an re^sa ld  

: . /  th e  k illings show ed  th e  b r i i \
what’̂ 4aljt2_onhea£arthei£j25y

te m  and .ca lled  in to  ques^ 
t io n  c l a im s  t h a t  S o u th  
A frica  h?d  e m b a rk e d  on 
re a l change.
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And Violence
Remains...
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Student Action for Peace
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SNOW WHITE & THE 7 UNWILLING CONSCRIPTS
EDITORIA L

Ahh! Welco me to our very first 

in depe nde nt qua rte rly  publication. 

From campus ECC we wouTd like 

to extend our greetings to all 

of you. During the first quarter 

we had a jorl at float building, 

a rave in Adde rl ey Street, lots 

of meet ing s, and a divine weekend 

away. To those who missed the 

week end  at Onrust - what can we 

say? If you want to get 

involve d in our exciting new 

campai gn around the demand for 

a l t e r n a t i v e  service, contact us 

on Green Level - via the pigeon 

hole, or at our room. This q u a r 

ter we will also be debat ing  the 

MSM - so lookout for the great 

debate of '88.

Letters to the Editor are very 

w e l come  - post them in the ECC 

pigeon hole, Gr een  Level.

Keep w e l 1 .

PEACE DWARVES 

AT CASTLE

ECC FLO A T A BIG SUCCESS 
As a cam pus organisation, we have 
always considered partic ipation  in 
cam pus activities as vitally im por
tan t, especially, those activities 
w hich benefit o u r society in  a 
m eaningful way. F or this reason 
ECC decided to  take part in the 
Rag procession this year..In  keeping 
w ith  the  them e o f “ Walt D isney” 
o u r float was titled  “ Snow W hite 
and the  Seven Unwilling C on
scrip ts” .

Seven dwarfs - o f  varying un- 
dw arfish heights rode on the 
float ‘arm ed”  w ith  peace guns 
w hich sprouted  huge m ulti
coloured flowers, whilst ex tra 
dw arfs flanked the float, carrying 
pickets proclaim ing “ Bashful wants 
peace , ‘D oc is an ob jecto r 
“ H appy is unhappy on  th e  bo rd er” , 
etc.
The ever-resourceful m em bers of 
ECC converted an ordinary 1-ton 
bakkie in to  a convincing arm oured 
vehicle. T here was some d o u b t as 
to  w hether o u r vehicle resembled 
a ratel, a buffel o r a casspir, but 
there was no m istaking our float 
as anything o th e r th an  an arm oured 
vehicle.

T he response to  the  float was 
overwhelm ing. The Rag Com m 
ittee  were thrilled ab o u t our 
partic ipa tion  and the response 
from  the crow ds w atching the  
procession was incredible. There 
was extensive m edia coverage in 
newspapers. Most im portan t, how
ever, was the spirit shown by  all 
those who got together to  build 
th e  float in double quick tim e.



The contents of this quarterly are 

restricted under some of the many 
by-laws.

it’s like you’re in america 

honey

you talk to me giggle 

phone and put on lipstick 

but you’re so far away 

it’s like you’re in america 

i shot a man today 

he gurgled froth 

clots thick black blood 

spat ‘Fuck you’ at me he 

screamed his white black face 

apart he 

writhed he screamed 

and honey please don’t laugh but 

the cook is gone 

and roommate’s missing 

this room is hollow twilight 

honey

i know you’re off to Durban 

but you’ve got to understand 

it’s hell down here 

and honey you’re so far away now 

it’s like you’re in america.

OBJECTOR IMPRISONED

VIllAr/M I KXN6?
SiX YHRS RIA ARMED 
Ro&KRy./fcMutr 
AND BATTERY.:..
HOW ABOUT YOU ? / NINE YtAftt...

• *
•r * '• v.* i:'v

Q - for n w n c i s M j

niM*
1 i... 1>-.

D r Ivan Tom s is serving a 22-m onth  
jail sen tence for taking a stand 
against serving in the SADF. His 
conscience prevents him  from  re
turning to  an arm y th a t serves the 
political system  know n as 
apartheid . He believes in a real 
national service, w here the needs 
o f the  w hole com m unity  are 
served. He also objected  to  voice 
the dem and fo r constructive alter
native service, open to  all 
conscripts w ho do n o t w ant to 
fight fo r an undem ocratic  system. 
D r Tom s supports  the ECC call 
for alternatives, and he has show n 
courage in th e  expression o f his 
belief.

T he in tro d u c tio n  o f an alternative 
service will m ake a massive differ
ence to  conscrip ts, w ho face exile, 
ja il or arm y as th e  only op tions 
open . To understand  the  ex ten t o f 
the  task, one should look  at the  
pro-governm ent press coverage of 
Ivan T o m s’ trial. T he co n tro l over 
in fo rm atio n  form s a m ajor part o f 
the  governm ent a ttem p t to  stay  in 
pow er. This is clear from  the  
em ergency regulations, diverse press 
restric tions, and th e  recent banning 
o f the New N ation. By looking at 
th e  in form ation  presented  to 
readers o f Die Burger, one should 
be able to  guage the ideas o f the 
s tatus quo supporters.

O n the  4 th  o f M arch, Die Burger 
published a sho rt repo rt of the  
trial. I t was presented  in a very 
legalistic m anner, p resenting  Ivan 
Tom s as an individual w ith  a 
problem , duly found  guilty  by  a 
cou rt o f law. T here was no m en
tio n  o f th e  w ider co n tex t o f his 
action , th e  dem and for alternatives, 
n o t even o f ECC.

T he specific section o f the  A ct was 
m entioned , and a technical descrip
tion  o f th e  “ c rim e” was given. 
(Section 126A su b (l)(a )  o f  the 
D efence A te.) These technicalities 
draw  the a tten tio n  aw ay from  the 
issue. The rep o rt also m entioned  
th e  regret o f the  m agistrate, th a t 
D r Tom s p referred  a ja il sentence 
above serving in  th e  arm y.

F

IVAN TOMS
W hat was repo rted  ab o u t the 
evidence is rem arkable largely for 
w hat it left ou t. I t  was clear, 
according to  th e  report, from  the 
evidence o f an SADF officer, that 
the  A rm y was aw are o f  T om s’ 
problem , and th a t th ey  always 
to o k  it in to  accoun t when he had 
to  serve.

T here was no m en tion  o f th e  
evidence o f  B ishop Russel on 
conscientious ob jection , o r o f  
P rofessor D ugard’s evidence ab o u t 
th e  rights o f objectors in o th e r legal 
system s, and the im plications of 
N ational Service in  in terna tional 
law.

Readers o f  th a t article w ould only 
be partly  inform ed, and th ey  are 
o ften  th e  people w ho hold political 
pow er. T he p resen ta tion  o f news 
can shield people from  the realities 
o f S ou th  Africa, including the 
growing dem and for alternative 
national service. While D r Tom s is 
serving his jail sentence, w e should 
be w orking tow ards realizing the 
dem and for alternative service — 
through un ited  effo rt conscripts 
m ay be given th e  righ t to  choose.



FACTS ABOUT ANGOLA
Somehow, the details of yet 

another battle in Angola, read 

over morning branflakes and coffee, 
aren’t shocking any more. We are 

numbed to the fact that war con

tinues in a country not even border

ing our own; and continues to use 

young South Africans as its fighting 

machine.

WHERE DID IT START?

The problem  started  in 1974 when 
th e  coup in Portugal brought 
independence to  Angola. But cele
brations d id n ’t last very long. The 
CIA-backed rebel FN LA ’s attack  
from  th e  N orth  and the  SADF sent 
in 6 000 troops to  bolster UNITA 
from  the  South. By Independence 
D ay, N ovem ber 11, the quo ta  of 
S outh  A frican troops in Angola had 
doubled.

It was at this po in t th a t the MPLA 
governm en t" called on the  Cubans 
for support.

A ccording to  the SADF, troops 
w ere sim ply engaged in “ pre
em ptive action against SWAPO” .
. . . But by 1980 it was obvious tha t 
Angolan troops and installations 
were the SA D F’s targets.

The argum ent th a t the  SADF was 
pro tecting  S outh  Africa from  for
eign invasion ju st does n o t ring 
tru e  — all the frontline states p u t 
together could amass less than  half 
o f S outh  A frica’s troops and a 
th ird  o f its w eaponry.

The Lusaka A greem ent o f 1984 to 
halt aggression betw een Angola and 
S outh  A frica did n o t keep the 
SADF o u t for long. The notorious 
W ynand du T oit was discovered on 
a sabotage mission in Cabinda in 
1985, carrying UNITA propaganda.

MASSIVE REINFORCEM ENTS

In the last few m onths, South 
A frica has sent massive reinforce
m ents in from  Nam ibia to stay 
the im pending defeat o f  UNITA.

A recent report from  the battle 
zone of Cuito Cuanavale paints a 
grim picture: “This is no longer a 
small guerilla insurgency bu t a full
blow n war. Seen from  an Angolan 
Soviet-built M l24 helicopter gun- 
ship, th e  160 km road from 
M enongue to  Cuito Cuanavale was

c o n t i n u e d  on pane 6

ANGOLAN UPDATE
The reso lu tion  o f the conflict 
hinged around  the fu tu re  of 
Namibia. If S outh  A frica w ith 
draws from  Angola and Nam ibia 
and im plem ents R esolution 435 in 
Nam ibia, the  Cubans will be happy 
to  leave. But S outh  A frica’s 
year old occupation  of Nam ibia 
does n o t look like i t ’s ab o u t to  end.

It is qu ite  clear th a t the  SADF has 
no in ten tion  o f w ithdraw ing .from 
Angola either, w hatever wheeling 
and dealing Magnus Malan m ight be 
doing. Malan offered no t to  push

for a pro-Pretoria governm ent in 
Luanda, provided the  Soviet U nion 
does no t push for a pro-Moscow 
government.

The im plications of this are quite 
simple: if the Soviet Union does 
no t com ply, the SADF will con
tinue to  back Savimba. (It is 
unlikely th a t the Soviet Union 
w ould m ake such a cynical deal 
w ith  Pretoria, given their long
standing support for liberation 
m ovem ents in Africa, and the 
diplom atic asset this has proved to  
be in the  T hird World.) So it seems

th at peace is still far away.

W hatever the details, a few basic 
facts are deeply concerning. We are 
not being to ld  the whole story  or 
m aybe even the  true  sto ry  o f w hat 
is going on in Angola.

I t  is us, our friends and family 
w ho are conscripted in to  Angola to 
do P reto ria’s d irty  w ork — m aybe 
even to  die!

We are given no  choice abou t being 
involved in a war tw o co u n try ’s 
d istan t from  o u r own.
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