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INFORMAT1: SIMELANE SIMELANE (Chief).
AGE s 52

REGIMENT ¢ MASOTJITNI

ARFA s

TNFORVATION °CVIVED FROEM & Father's senior brother - MHFCONCNO

INFORMAT 2 ¢ JOZI SIMEIANE
REGIMENT :+ MALINDANE

INFORMATION RECEIVED WROE : Mother and Crandparents.

The first ling of the SIVRETANE's was SIMELANE, He begot LANGA,
LANGA's son® was NTJINGILA, whose son wes NSIZANDE I , NSIBANDE begot
MABONYA, whose son was BHOZONGO, BHCZONGO begot NTJINCITA II, whose son
was SIMELANE II,

Qur Customs s Qur dead customa:rily were cremated and not buried in those
days, The only kingsof ours to be buried were BO7CNGC and NTJINCILA IT,
LOJIBA and SOMNJALOSE( both Simelane women), the mothers of SOMILOLO, were
sisters to NSIBAVTE; they came afier him, LOJIA was the mother of
SCIHLOLO, but SOMNJALOSE was barren, So the Simelanes came here following
our daughter, ( mother of Somhlolo) and king IBANDWNI received us warmly

( as his in-lawa), and gave us o place, Good relations have since then bcen
maintaned ®m between us end the Swazi, so mugeh so thet even I myself am som
of MBANDENI's daughter who herself was born of a Simelane princess, Our
King viz, RTJINGILA IT ( now late) rei;jned side by side with King A 'LOKOILA.

AUESTICN A.
Vhen did the Simelane's come to be in this area, or have they alweys been
here?

I don't know the year, but it was during the wars in this country,

QUESTION B,

Did the Simelene's come here when the Swazi kings were in Shiselweni or when
they were in Mdimba?

We came here w.en the Swazi King was in Shiselweni, and then he moved to
Zombode near the Mdimba when we arrived at Shiselweni, NDUNGUNYE was the

Swazi King who married LOJIBA Simelane and SOMJALOSE, Ve followed him because
we knew he would ¢ive us protection, having married our daughter,

QUESTICN C.
When the Swazi were ¢till at Shiselweni were the Simelanes completely
indevendent of them or were they under Swazi control?

Tie were not under them, because we were siill in Zululand then,

QUESTION D,
When did the Simelsnes come under Swazil coutrol?

This was when we were persecuted snd the Swazis were @lready here and we
felt we would find peace among them - I don't remember the year when we wane,

QUESTION E,
¥hen you came here you came under the Swazi?

Yes, when we arrived we asked for protection and asked Lo be the Swazi Kin:'s

subjects,
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QUESTION E,
That clans did you find in this area?

I can't say, except that when we ca e we recarded everyone as a DLAMINI,

QUESIION G,
Do you know anything about the MASEKO's?

These came here befo e us, otherwise they are our brothers, It's just that
they came here befo.e our daughterjot married to the Swazi King, They are
also Simelanes in fact, Vhen they arrived here they passed on to MANKATANA
district neaf the Usutu River, and setiled there,

NUESTION H? .
Which clans came and settled in this area after the Simelanes had been there?

After us there came, because they liked us ( we are their ovn people) the
MAKGOs, MASUKUS and NTJAKALAS,

QUESTION T,
Can you tell us something abou: the Queen-llother and SOMNJALOSE SIMELANE?

Somn jalose and NSIBANDE's mother was lMiss WDLANGAMNDLA in Zululand, The
NDLANCAM&DL%& game on their own to Shiselweni and long befo e us, and we
found them/¥ith SONUBU their king,

QUESTION J,

Ties SOM JALOSE recarded as a ¢reat queen, or a good or a bad one?

As her relative I can't =mmy know that she was bad, bul her in-laws may know
this better as she stayed with them,

QUESTION K.

She's supposed to have been Queen-mother for a long time, Did she live for
a long time?

Yes she reigned for a long time,

QUESTION L

Do you know why Somhlolo left Shiselweni and went to the north?

He felt that he might be attacked by the Zulus as these were fighting in
Zulul:ond, not very fa. from Shiselweni,

QUESTION M,
Did Somhlolo go straicht up there all in one journey, or did he stop at
various places and wait for a little while,

He spopped at various places and then proceeded,

QUESTION N,

Can you tell us the names of the places he stopped at?

Hex started from ETJENI-la-NGVWANE, afier leaving Shiselweni and stopped
again at ZOMBODE, Then he procecded to LCBAMBA( SOMJIALOSE'sBraal ).

QUESTION O,

Are there any famous Si@elane's who are still remembered?

Yes- these were those who went to stay at Lobamba Royal Krazl in the service
of the King, and were found to possess a strong medicine for doctoring the
army, This was after we had come to this place, These men were taken by
the Swazis and given a place (ZANTONDO) where they stgy ed end are still there
for the purpose of doctorimg the army,

WESTION P,
Vhen did they start to doctor the army?

T don't remember the year because our people didn't tell the time by years
as we do now,
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QUESUION Q,
Vhen did these doctors of the army go to stay at Lobamba for the first time?

It was during KBANDZENI's reien, and right through NMAKLOKOHLA's reign,
They were liked by the Swazi Kings; he gave them a place but they are still
under Chief Simelane at NTJINCILA ( i.e. the headquarters o the Simelanes
in Shiselweni),

QUESTION R,
Tell me about Zulu raids from Zululand inio Swaziland, Tid the Simelanes
ever defend Swaziland?

When we came here the Swazi King gave us this place and we settled., The
King's idea in . lacing us here was to keep out these raids because he Imew
we were stroig warriore, And so it hapoened that when the Zulus raided
Swaziland they ( al so knowing us to be stron; ) avoided us and came into
Swaziland through NHLANGANO instead of past us here, The Zulu army then
procecded from NHL!NGANO through IMTHAMBAMA to LUBUYA, where it atlacked
and nearly wiped outthe Swazis - leaving us untouched for fear of wus.

QUESTION S.

Tell me the route the 7ulus used when they came in?

I ganaovt remember, but when they realised that they could not ¢o past lere
for fear of us they came in through EDUDE to MAHAMBA and from there across
the MKHOBDO river, finally to MTHAMBA, where they found the Swazis hiding
in caves at LUBUYA, It is in this battle that such warriors as Prince
NDLALUDZAKE and some Simelanes, such as my father MBIKO died, These
received news of the fighting and quickly wen! there to ficht on the side
of the Swazis, The 7ulus then retreated and fled, These few Simelanes
men went on their own to gx fight in the Battle of ILubuya, not sent by the
King at all, Our men went to fight in order to make sure the 7ulus were
conquered so that they might have no more opportunity to come near us if
they conquered the Swazi,

QUESTION T,
Who were the main clans that fou, ht at Lubuya?

These were the Simelanes from NTJINCILA here, and they went to help the Swazis
and IMAMBAS,

QUESTION U,

At this time were they all part of the King's reciment or did they have
separate regiments?

They were regiments of the one king, but they were command:d by different
chiefs i,es chiefs of their own clan,

QUESTION V, _
At the present time which clans are around this area?

I think the Swazis wil: know these clans better than us because we ¥ canme
after the Swazis had been here,

QU STTON W,

While still in Zululand which area did the Simelanes occupy?
Empangeni,

QUESTIONX
When the Simelane left Empangeni did they come straight here or did they stop

somevwhere?
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Ve stopped on the other side of the Pong¢ola rTiver when we came, and setiled
there for some time, It is here that the army found us and our K?ng MABONYA
died during the fighting, From there we came to the Swazi following our
sigter (Queen llother), MAQALA carrying little BOZONGO on her backs

QUESTION Y,
Do you know anything about NDUNGUYE?

I know nothing - the Swazis will know,

QUESTION 7.

Do you know anything about the other children of SONMJIMOSE?
No, I know only about King Somhlolo,

QUESTION Als
Have you heard of a man or a @ ince called MAGWEGWE or " GWEKAZI?

no,

QUESTION Bl,
Do you know anything about z son of Bomhlolo called SIGWREGWE?

I've heard that Somhlolo had a son SICWEGUE, but ao more than that,

QUESTION Cl.
Could you tell anything about FOKOTA, the son of Somhlolo?

This was Prince FOKOTA; his other name was JOJO and he was father of Prince
MAKHAHLELEKA, My mother was MAKHAHLELEKA's daughter,  FOKOTA was not killed
because of a dispute but because instead of mowming the deat: of King MSWATI
he came into the cattle kraal end danced to a song, after which he came ou

and walked away in anger, Thig frightened the Royal Family; they thought
he was going away to send an army to destroy them, So they decided to
forgtall him by tracking him and killing him before he could send his army,

QUESTION T1,
ere there any other mnces involved in thig?

QUESTION X1,
Yhere was Fokota living at this time?

He lived at MAHANBA kraal under the care of King MSWATI's body-guaxd and
induna called MSHENGU,

QUESTION F1,
Did any other clans or princes get inio trouble because of FOXOTI?

I never heard of any,

QUESTION Gl,
Can you tell me anything sbout MALAMBULE?

He was a Swazi, so I don't know about him,

QUESTION H1.
MALUNGE?

Melunge was MBANDZFNI's son,

s s G s
(1) Reply here was unclear as several people were speaking at once,
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QUESTICON T1,
Were there any Sotho chiefs vhen the Swazis were in Shiselweni - have you
ever heard of a man callel MOYENTI?

I don't know but I've heard it said that there weie Basutos in the !DIMBA area.

QUESTION J1,

Vhen the Swazis were in Shiselweni and the Simelane were here how far north
£ did the Swazi control?

They controlled as far as HHULU beyond Baberton where King LODLOVGO ( of
Baberton) reigned, a white man, and in the direction of MANKAYAWE, as far as
the USUTU River, which formed the boundary,

UESTION Kl

Wnich were the clans under the Swaziking, Sobhuza, at the time?
I don't know, but there were tne IJASEKOs in charge of the area at Mankayanas

as far as the Usubu River, and these came under the Swazis vhen thé Swazis
went there,

QUISTION 1.1,
Do you know how the NTSFANGASE necople came to be wiere they are?

T do not knovi,

QUESTION M1,
Vhen the Simelanes were here what were thelr relations with the Maseko?
.t
There were ¢ood relations bgﬁeen us , but there was no particularly binding
x force between us,

QUESTION N1,
That was the name of the Maseko chief when the Simelanes came into this ares?

I don't knov,

QUESTION_ 01,
Do you know anything sbout Somhlolos son KOPOLC?

I know that he w.g my uncle, but I don't know anything too bad about him,

QUESTION P1,
Vhat about MBOVANE FAKUDZE?

He was a bip induna at Lobamba, during Somjalose's reign,

QUESTICN 21,
Do you know anything about SANDHLAWA 7WANE?

He was the King's induna ot the LUD7IDZINI royal kracl,

QUESTION Rl,
Do you know how he died?

Yo,

QUESTION S1,
Do you know why KOPCLC was forced to leave Swa. iland?

No, I don't know how or why he left Swaziland,
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QUESTICN 1,
Do you know anything ebout MMENEZI?

He was prince of SITJIFNT,

QUESTION Ul.
What was the name of the Zulu chief who forced Somhlolo to leave?

Idon't remember,

QUESTION V1,
Vho was the mother of NTJINGILA?

AT A TN
A WY
FNI.

The mother of NTJINCGILA IT was devghter of o prince at NYAKM

QUES ION WL.

Was there ever a dispute betwecn the Simelane and the ot her people around here?

No, because the people around always ceme to us for protection during atlacks,
We were strong beczuse we had our own king,

QUESTION X1,
Did any other Simelane wmmx wom_pgn become mother to a Swozi king besides
Somjalose?

There was only one other, mother of orince IMASUMPE, end she was MAHLOKOMIA's
wife,

QUISTTON Y1,
Do you know aything about La-MGANGENT?

No,
QUESTION Z1,
Did you ever hear of a chief called NYAITAYFNJA who lived near the source of

the IKONDO River?

I don't know mwch abou: him but he is a chief and has his & krasl near Piet
Retief,

QUESTION A2,
Do you know anything about LANGABILALELE?

I don't know himg here in Swaziland, but I have known the EX LAWGALIBALFELTL
people in Zululand,

QUESTION B2,

Have you ever heard of a big Basuto chief during Somhlolo's reisn calla MGIZA?

No,

QUESTION €2,

Do you know anything about how DINGANE was killed?

He was killed by MHLANGANO after Shaka had been killed, end now there was rivalry
between them as to whom would be king,

QUESTION D2,
Dd you know anything about NDUNCUNYR?

I have heard that NDUNGUNYE was o famous warrior but his mother .ersuaded him
to abandon his war activities no matter how popular these activities were
making him,
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QUESTION E2.

That was Ndungunye's kraal called,
I don't know,

QUESIION F2,
Did the Simedanes fight very often to defend this area?

No, we didn't have to fight for this area because we were given it by the King,

Question G2
Tell me about NGOLUTJENI NDWANDWE,

I don't know anything besides that he was a Ndwandwe near Hluti,

QUESTT .N H2,
Tell me about THANDILE?

I knéw nothing,

QUESTION T2,
When the Simelanes were placed heie was it for any particular reason?

No,

QUESTION J2 o .
Are the:re meny Simelanes in Zululand?

Yes, very very many, They still occupy such areas as NKALAN:NENI, Utrecht etc,
under chiefs, and are a very big clan,

QUESTION X2.
Are there any famous Simelane men on the Kin;'s council?

Fell known mex Simelanes are myself and those men at ZANDONDO,

QUESTION L2,

Have the Simelanes & in the pust ever nad any dispute i,e, during the reigns
of Somhlolo or Mswati or Mbandzeni, over who ® was to be the chief?

No they never had any,.

QUESITON M2,

Can you tell me about the people under Somquba?

I don't knovi the names of these but they were there,

QBESIION N2,
What was their relationship with the NKAISULNs?

I don't know about these,

QUESIION 02,
Vhat aboul Ikmix neighbours?
your
The lamba, the people of LAVUNISA, the MVCOMEZULU under THVKVANE, the people of
SIKHOTHENI under NDWARDWE, the NSIBANE, the MAMBAS, MDLULI and the KHUMALO
and finally the DLAMINIS - these are the Simelanes neighbours

QUESTICON P2,
Were the lMambas here before the Simelanes,

Yes we found them and the ldluli here, They arrived with the Swazi, they and
the NSIBANDE,
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