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Construction not conscription

Have gou ever thought of bundlnog a
park f the menta handicapped or
runnmP a holiday programme or black
schoofchildren, Tather than patrolling
the townships ‘in browns?

Thousands of South Afhcans will have

og ortunity to Per orm tasks such
asth e in the course of the EndC
scription Campaign’s Worklnﬁ; or Just
Peace campaign”next mont

‘We are not ?pposed to the jdea of a
truly national” Service,” said Johap-
neshurg Pubhmty Officer, Annemarie
Rademeyer.  ‘But we  helieve the

SADF's Tole is to ugh old aHJarthel

This is contrary to serving the nation
as a whole’,

She said the ECC's central concern is

that conacn ts have the H?ht to

choose whether or not they participate

in the SADF. Only universal religious
acifists have an alternative. But'even
0se who are accepted by the Board
or Religious Objection face six years

3ternat|ve service In a government
epartment,

Those who fall oytside this definition
face a choice of six years in prison or
a life in exile.

The proHects we have chosen are aim-
ed at'sefving and working closely W|th
different communities,” unlike t e
. The arm occup|es townsh IP
gamst the will of the black residents,
hence our sIo an ‘Construction not
conscription’, Annemarie said.

%n Jo annesgur three main projects
ave been chosen:

* Running a_holiday progiramme for
chlldren in the coI?ured ownshlp of
Western from April 1st—5th. A train-
wqdcourse before the event WI|| be

uildin orthe Intellectual
(?I % %ch’ﬁ{ren in El orado Park,
g 18th and 19th, Al keen
rdeners and carpenters are |n
V|ted to ParhuPate In_helpi rﬁ
Creat ? Imylating environmen or
the children In thé home.

The d|?t|qct|ve Workln%
symbol ot the cam a|
tlona SErvice, suc
jects, we wish t emonstrat

* Or anising a non-racial rt])lcmc on

F Il 26th.” Parents and children of

all races will be able to meet and

E\hare experiences of life in South
rica.

ThE QYA g he programine Wil
Ribhon on Saturdg Ap n?thh You do
not have to be a ro essmnal artist —
just tollow the design.

Extensive pamphleteering and poster-

rJus;}Peacel

rg out Sout Arl a. Bg/ presentmgater
ouildin palntln arden land

the poss

a response t0 the needs and wishes 0

0 which will soon be rﬁcognlsed as the

at|ves to na-
sca mg and child-care gro-
osmve aspects 0f national servic
Icommu Ities.

|ng the conductlnq of a survey attemp-
tln? to gauge public opinion”on alter-
naflves “to military service and two
Bu (|jIC Fg:oncerts are also part of the
ulld-u

The Workmg for a Just Peace cam-

Elalﬁm will end Wl%h a ral Pf In the C|R/
at tne end of April. fryoy are |

terested In getting |nvo|ved |n the cam-

algn please ﬁhone Clare at
89782, Stephe at 643-4689 or
Gavm at 648-41



ECC gets a warm welcome
IN Europe and Asia

Laurie Nathan and Pete Hathorn on the]r

quan countries and ﬂ la. They were

e Catholic Institute for Interrfational R

Locally — and believe it or not inter-
nationally — the End Conscrrptron
Campargn is, growing. A recent
overseas trip by Laurie Nathan and
Pete Hathorn sérved to estanlish and
strengthen these international ties.

Laurie, the Natignal Qrganiser and
Pete, a Conscientious Objector; sp ent
seven busy weeks traveI rnF(’r throu
London, Heélsinki, Sweden, Paris, Nor-
way, Germany, Switzerland, Holland,
Brussels, India before returning home.

‘The rntensrty of the stru%gle in South
Afnca makes one hopelessly unaware

f global ﬁolrtrcs and of specrfrc strug-
ges in other places such as Asia and
re%rn America,’ they said on their

They were VIPs at numerous meetrno
and"discussion forums. ‘Many people

were very keen to meet and” aiscuss
the possrbrlrty of establrshrng lastin
contact. We have not yet begun f
realise the full potential o the rnterna
tional solidarity network, Laurie said.

The ‘Working for Just Peace’ cam-
Pargn was recerved with great en-

|asmt roughout Europeand in |n
ra Ina ette] Laurre remarked that ‘It
IS hard for the European Community
to beIreve that from the underbelly of
what many there see as South Africa’s
most repressive society could come a

(ﬂ) rom a two month tour of nine Eu IE oj
e atron

War Resisters Internationa

movement studded with Ie]adrng
position f %ures rawn toget eraoun
a common cause — and with the sup-
port of black people.

In Germany, particularly in Stuttgart
and Frankfurt, Pete “and Ladrie
drscovered a large following for the
C. They spoke'to hundreds of peo-
Pe who Had partrcrpﬁted in solrdant?/
asts In support of the Troops O
campar n held towards the end of last
ear fact the suP port for the ECC
o reat%at ou ﬁosters ang our
Decaratron ave been translated into
g;ae(rjman and are on the walls,” Pete

e hrghlr%ht of the tour was the Trien-
nial meeting of the War Resisters In-
ternational. Thrs fook place on an
ashram a self sufficient village, in In-
dia. Thel% made. contact with delegates
from  Malaysia, Mauritius, = the
PhrIIrprnes i Lanka, Tibet, Central
|n N Latin' American ' countries and

Finally the tour ended and the ECC's
travel'weary diplomats trooped home
to rep ort o therr Eurohpean conquest
They rou ht wrt them a positive

a arth id movement for the ECC and
Afngr opposition groups in South

messa e rom the rnternatronal antl-

Annual get-
together sets
pace for 1986

In the_ moving shadow cast by South
Africa’s clanking . military = colossus
rrdes another vehicle. Arid although
rputran l&ycompanson the End Con-
cription Campaign has grown enor-
moust over the past year.

The ECC held its secon% annual Na-
tional Conference In Durban recently.
0 delegates from six branches spent
an exhaustive three days clgistered in
a convent discussing ways of takin up
the demand to end conscriptio
South Atrica.

The conference marked the beginnin g{
of yet another successful year. Las
¥ear3 regional delegates attended.

he re resentatron thiS year indicates
that the call to end conScription Is In-
creasingly heard from all corners of the
country., Apart from the six establish-
ed regions, Cape Town, Johan-
nesbur Eq Durban Pretermarrtzbur%
Port FElizabeth and Grahamstow
there Is rowran; interest in East Lon-
don, Preforja, Stutterheim, Middelburg
(Cape) and Stellenbosch.

In this, the m éor national dec(fo]n
makrn forum, oates evauate t
ast ear It'was ettatte]
rough the Peace Festival held in
June and the Troops Out Peace Fast’
%d develo rﬁed a broad following in the

ite community. Inpannrngf r 1986
eeqates urged. one anothgr to con-
BnualP/ seek to increase this supgort
drawing on Afrikaners
conscripts.

The expansion of the ECC over the |ast
year led to the decision to estanlish a
new post of full-time Natronal
Secretary and David Shandler was
eectedt thrs osrtron Ste hen Lowry
f the Johannesburg region was
elected National Treasurer.

The conference also resolved to
launch an alterna(srve national service
campaign_ entitled ‘Working for Just
Peace’ “with ‘Construction “not Con-
scription” as its slogan.

Laurie Nathan, who was unanimousl
re-elected Natiopal Organiser, said:

‘We hope that all South Africans wil
pick up the idea and engage In one or
more of the regional projects during

Apri

Wrth a spirit o solrdarr and unrty the
delegates p Pg emselves for
another year of dynamic cam ar?nrng
against conscription in South Africa



ecC focus
EDITORIAL

End conscription

For the first time in three years a Con-
smenttou? Objector is acm? a 33
month jail sentence. 22 year ofd Phili
Wilkinson, a Catholic and a member of
the Port, Elizabeth ECC, was refused
recognttlon as a Re|I?IOUS Objector
w en he ap geare efore the Board
or Ret ou Objection on February

? the CIVI| war in South Africa inten-
sifies, his case Is a reminder of the
thousands of young men who agonise
about their lives and pnnmﬁles when
conscripted to the Sout Afncan
Defence Force. ‘| a P are
physically, morally and spiritually, to
stand by the oppressed. peoPIe of
South Africa. Until there s justice. In
our [and [ will be prepared fo go to !atl
anytime they call me up, Philip stated
at a recent press conference.

We inthe ECC firmly believe that con-
scnptton should end” Until conscription
IS ende we call for:

— The ant of Conscientious Olgec
t|on to egranted on ethical, moral
?0 litical and re |g|ous grounds,

e length of altérnative service to
be the same as that for military ser-
vice, not a pun|t|ve one and a half
ttmes the eng

— Atern%ilve ervice also to be
available in non-governmenta
organisations.

Working for a Just Peace
For this reason, the ECC is launching
the ‘Working for Just Peace’ cam-
R]al gn. Conscription Is destructtve {0
e community and through th esog{an
Constructton not conscn tion’
g gn will question theV|o|ent role
the ADF performs In the townships of
our country, despite the rare media
report of trooRs playing soccer with
township yout

Censorsht

Magnus aan the Minister of
e nce, has informed the rnubltc that
Information concerning the Aumpers of
conscriptees failing 0 report for na-
tional service plus the ‘number of
trooPs deployed In our townsh Ips.and
the findings of the Geldenh tg Com-
mission on Conscientious, Objection
will not be publicised. He claimed that
certaln org{an%atlons misuse such in-
ormatton elieve the sup pressmn
of these facts serve no tt)ur ?se in the
quest for peace In South Africa.

The 1986 Johannesburg ECC Executive: Adele Kirsten, Clare Verbeek (Chairper-

son), Gavin Evans, Ste

hen Lowry and Annemarie Rademeyer.

The ECC and you ...

The birth and suhsequent success 0
the antl-conscription campaign woul
never occur without an or antsattona
superstructure designed fo steer and
facilitate .

The Johannesbur? ECC General Bod

gathers ever}/ fortnight. It is attende

ML, et
well as by | d|V|duatJ Thesegmegtln S
are based on consensus rather th an
on formal committee Procedures and
any policy making matters are referred
tbalt<ck to affiliates before decisions are
aken.

An Executive committee guides the ac-
tivities of the ECC. Your local 1936
Executive are: Clare Verbeek as the
Chair* person Annemarie Rademeyer
as Publicity ‘Officer, Gavin Evans’as
Public Relations and Contact Officer
Stephen Lowry as Treasurer_and
Adele Kirsten ds the Secretary. Their
tasks include the overseeing of all ad-
ministrative functions, liaising with the
CC nationally and |ooking for. creative
ways to publicise the campaign.

The real work of the ECC is perform-

ed by its ftve sub- commlttees Th ese
are forums for the nvolvement of a
supporters. They are geared towards
develong creattve ipgroac es 1o
g n-oriented work as well as the
ongoing growth of the ECC’s profile.

Unleash your hidden talents by joining
one or more of the following sub-
committees:

— The Media and Culture group
—the Education and Development

group

— the Contact and Newsletter grou
— the Churches group SO

These groups, each with its own
elected C0- ordtnator meet reqularly, At
the fortnightly General Bodg megting
rerorts on their activities are |ven

IS facilitates smogth co-ordination
between groups and allows for sug-
?esttons and volunteers for specific ac-
lons from the larger grouping.

In addition, workshops and educa-
tional_ seminars are held at which
specific matters affecting all members
are dtscussed One workShop might be
devoted to panntng our particl atton
|n a n tional camgat%v an anot er
e concerned With the E
reI t|onsh|p with its affiliates.

Older members Sllke the writer) remark
on the non-controntational ‘style of
0 eratton within the organisaton —
arked g different from” more tradi-
tional p litical or religious ouptngs
This democratic spiri can est be |
lustrated by an example, such as the
way in which people_are chosen to
represent the ECC. Discussion on a
Clear analYS|s of the major skills re-
gutred for the,_particular task, the can-
date’s.qualitles and_ limitations, and
the deliberate rotatlon of persons
eected takes Epace These aspects
sug?est something of the society for
which"those in the ECC strive.

Finally, we_in Johanneshurg are part
of thé national ECC and “the |ocal
Chairperson attends regular National
Commtttee meetings.made up of the

Chairpersons of the different branches
throughout South Africa.



IT'S TIME TO DANCE TO A
DIFFERENT BEAT

Okay peo#) %et up off our feet — it's time to move
toad eat and § %/our ear tuned and your
bodies into the ECC's latest gear.

Hundreds of peogle th%u hout}South Africa are |ndeed
bopping to a different beat. They are jumping and r
”}ﬂﬂ‘” e sounds of 11 local bands pIayrng agarnst

Within three weeks of the initial pressing of 800 ‘Forces
Favourrtes records and tap es the CC and Shrftz
Records, t ere were none et ore have been mad
and every 0 1y now has the chance to en]My |sten|n
to The Facts, The Softies, The Aero anes aF?antsua
Kalaharr Surfer, In Simple English,

errry Faced Lurchers and the sprne trngFrnIg fics of
Roger Lucey, Stan James and Jennifer Fergusson.

And that IS not all — the ECC believes the anti-war, anti-
F’C{)art er culture is %rowrng and has not ne?Iected the
test fashion trends, In Durban, the Eastern Cape,
Joh annesbur% and Cape Town, mothers musrcranf
priests, constripts, students and pupils are proudly
donning T-shirts, socks and badges emblazoned

End Conscription’, Mom? against war’,
tthe townstiips’, and “Killing s no solut]

Art exhrbrtrons osters, hoto raph
and plays all ad Pto asut eMAEjection

tion and the activities o

price

forces p avo UMV@§

g en
' U e |
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